


A chatty record of things seen and experiences met with among the stupendous mountains 
of the "Roof of the World"  and in the little-known wilds of Baluchistan and the Hindu 
Kush. Captain Walton-Saule's photographs add greatly to the interest of his descriptions of 

his  wanderings far from sight o r  sound of civilization. 

HA\'E recently spent a consider- 
able period of time travellins auiolig 
the \vilds of Bnluchistal~, visiting tlie 
" Roof of the \\'orl(-l," and traversing 
the stupendous mountains of tlie 

Hindu I<ush. 'I'his article sets forth the 
things I sa\v and t l ~ e  experiences I met \vith; 
and, seeing that the region is so i~iaccessible and 
remote fl-om civilizntion, the narrative nlny be 
found of intcreht to tllc reilders of '1'1i1.. \ \*II)I/  
\ \~OI<I.I) A1.lti:izls 1. .. 

, > l his photogrnpl~, \vhich slio\vs a rnil\vny 

station 111 !hluchistan, forms :L fittilig intl-(.I- 
duction to lliy story, for fro111 tile niolncnt of 
lenvil~g this rail\vny m). \va~idcri~lgs lay auiolig 
I)arre~l. trac:liless l a~~c l s  a11tl tur1)ulent folk .. . 
whose sole kl~o\vlt.dge of the " i ro~i  horse I S  

gathel.ed from the half-belie\-ec! tales of rheir 
111ore trnvellctl I)reth~-en, \~11o conlidently 
irscl-ihe its acliic\lements to tlie dcvilish ningic- 
c.llaracteristic of the l<urol)t.:i~~, \ v l ~ i ( : l ~  1.11- 
able.; I~iln, i t  is rcl)ut~.lcl, to hnl-nehs the . . 
liglit~ling I)!- nieans ol \vlrc,s to colli-ey llis 
nicssa,qcs a\)out thc Inncl. 

' l 'he  I- lnluc-l~is ,  c o m -  
p ~ c d  to tlie i \ fg l~a~is  ancl 
other l'atllali tribcts, arc 

a l ) i c l i ~ i ~  tu1.11 of Inincl, 
).et their cou11t1 y is 11ot 
far sel)a~ntc.cl f ru~n  thc 
district of thc nlost Iaivlcss 
tl-it1esnlc.n ol' tllc: I l l t l in~~ 
~ o r c l ~ r l ~ l l l ~ l ,  111<: ~l:lllsll~ls, 
\vllohc c,l-c~ctl l l lillle 
i ~ l i ~ l ~ c ~ n o r i a l  I ~ n y  I)ccll th:lt 
11111rclcr ;~ncl t l l ( . l ' t  lbrm 
t l l c s  o111y I I ~ ( , ~ I I I S  01. livcli- 
l~ootl (or ,l I I I : I O  ( , f  \ l ) i ~ . i t ,  
;11icl \v110 l l O L ) I \ ~  (,l11 r y  O t l t  

t h e  c l o c . t ~ - i ~ ~ c  o f  t l ~ c i r  
r.l(-c \vIlcllt2\~<~1- o [ ~ ~ l ~ ~ r t l l l ~ i t y  
OC('L1l.S. 



I<ve~i : I I I ~ O I ~ R  the 111iIder l ~ a l ~ l ( ~ l ~ i s  ~ C I ~ I ! ) L : I I ~ O I I  

t o  \~ioIcr~t a(~q~.r is i~ior~ of' \vt:;~lth is a t l ~ i ~ l g  tllcy 
c::~rillol \vilt~st;~r~(l,  a ~ r d  i t  is but a few years 
S I I I ( : ~ ,  : I I I ~  ~v l~ i l c  I \ V J ~  i r ~  tlw clihtri(:l, t11i1t 
this fact \\.as cxcn~plilied L)y a11 es[jcrie~~c:c of 
the ljritisll ol'f1c:cr of 1l1e ~lati\ .c levies, wlio 
was nl lhe titlie t o ~ ~ r i ~ ~ g  ro1111d Iiis 11osts on 
the Af 'gha~~ border wil l]  tlle usunl sluall rctil~ue 
of followers. 

\\'bile 1)assing f ro~n  11osl to post aniollg tlic 
foothills of tht. Suleiilr:~rl ralige Jlajor S--- - 
i~~vari;ll)ly made i t  Iris c u s ~ o ~ r i  t l ~ n t  ali arrlieci 
escort slioulcl nccolrll):iny his ~)ersonal I,asyap,e 
and  cfltcts. 0 1 1  1l)c o~,uasio~i  ill ( ~ i ~ c ~ t i o r ~  llc 
had g o ~ w  a slror.1 \v:~y ~ I - ~ I I I  I1i5 t c ~ ~ ~ s ,  l r :~ \ i~ lg  

directioris thn: cnmp \\.as to be struc~k 11n~l 
moved a short distance through thc Ilills. 011 
liis return he l o u ~ ~ d  tbat his servant5 I1;td stnrled 
off with their camels without 1~aiti11g for Ilis 
Border sirdars to nccom1)any therin llic hncl ;L 

foreboding of disaster, and galloped off at olice 
in pursuit with the native N.C.O. and t\vo men 
\v110 forrued Iiis 1)ersollal gunrd. Hefo1.c ])I-o- 
ceeding far a single shot \vas f red  at tiim 2s hc 
cntered a narrow pass. Sending his men to 
right and left, Ile hastened on, and roulld 
the first corner came u1)on the sight he had 
dreaded to see--his servants butchered, his 
carnels hamstru~lg, 2nd liis baggage cut olwn 
and ranr;:u.ked. , .  l he tllic\es hncl Iiad but a short t\vo llours to 
collect their forces :tnd prel~al-e t l ~ e  an~bush ,  !.et 
only too s u c c r s ~ f u l l ~ ~  Ilsd i t  beell carric.rl out, 
and, save for n snil)i~ig shot or two at hi.; [)AI-ty 
3s they carefully rrcotlnoitred the s~~rrounding  
h~lls, not a trace \\.;IS e\.cr lour~cl o f  the ~ c > I - -  
pctrstors, who no doulll m,lclc. sc~ircl tllvir c.kc..Il)e 
across t11t~ ;lf'yI1:111 1101.t1, I 

'l'he abo\ e pIiot~l;~..l h l l i ~ \ \  S , I  r t .~~resenr; i t i~c 

mibti of c:~~-l! t i ~ ~ l ( ~ c .  lend cwrrc-~l,vr:~ti\.(. e \ . idtn~.e  
to the st~.orlg t - ~ ) u r l d ~ ~ t i u ~ ~  ($)I-  t l ) i h  1~cli1:S. ;l 
mal-kcd ~wc:ulinrity iri the d~csx  uf the 1;alut~lli 
i i  the e\t~-nu~dirlar~l!. \-olu~nilivu> ~ i a t i ~ r e  of hi5 
white l i l ~ i . r l  L I - ~ U ~ C I - S .  \vl~ic:ll :I!-C girdlcd rourltl 
tlic ivaist and gnthrrecl i l l  ; ~ t  thr. ~inklc. I~ctween 
\vhic+ t l~ey Iiallg in lungitudinnl i~lJ.;. ;Is nun! 
us Sort!. y~irds of CL): !~II  ~tuff.  01. c\c.n Inore, are 
IrecluentI!. employed i l l  the nia~iui:~.c:turc of a 
1);lir of these \vonderf'ul Icg-CO\-rri~igi ! 'I'lre 
I~.lluclii spends his lift .  i ~ i  the s;idtllt.. arid 
Ic,w parts of tlie M-01-1d C;III I)rc)\icle finrr 
horscn~cn ovcr r o u ~ l ~  counrr!. t l l n ~ i  I~a l i~ch i -  
stan. 

'l'he horses are small but \viry. 2nd uf tlie 
truc ; \ r ~ b  breed. 1:ru;td in tlir for-ehc-a11 
an0 fine in tlle n ~ u ~ ~ l e ,  1.1lc.y Iw t rq  I>loud ancl 
i~itrlligi.enc:c in t h ~ t  (noit (.li~rnc.rcri.tic part 
of tlie horse- t l~e  Ilcnd. 'l'heir i ro~i  Iinlt).; and 
IC' : I I I  s h ~ i p c ~ l i ~ ~ r ~ s  tell O F  n cc)nstitution 1vl1ic11 (:all 
.tLtnd :111 tlic 1i;tr~l~liil)s of the Iri~tcr winter c.uld 
~ t l ~ d  tirrcc >urillner lieat 01 t l ~ c . i r  u l~ la~ids ,  n l ~ d  
c.111 keep t l ~ u n ~  in contlit~on o n  tlle sc:~nl!. grass 
a ~ i d  shurt conlmons of tlieir Inrren 1;11ld. Few 



more pleasant mouuts can I)e founcl than n gocd d o z c ~ ~  young l ~ n l u c h i ~ ,  b ~ t ,  as they expl incd,  it 
Baluchi pony \vhich has I,ct.n tau;llt, as all tlle is in ;ins\\-er 10 the 501)s \\.11c11 S U I ) ~  by maidens 
best of thcm are, to pace--~;L n t  \vhich t h e y  t11;tt the most inln)ccli;it? re[)]!. is al\vnys \ouch- 
can keep up for hours alot~gside n rreely (.anter- sirctl. 
ing horse. ' l  ~ ) l ~ c , t o ~ r . ~ l ) h  O~.lon. sllo\vs a typical 

I n  the above photograpll so[lle tlle>c Ilollies \ \ I  I e  l :  l S l - t o r .  'I'his 
can be seen. \\it11 j);~tir,uIar hamlet is 



this were t l ~ e  result of a n  accident, I \\.;l.; i l l -  

for111t.d tlial Ile llad bee11 so I'ro111 birll~. His 
fatller had disgraced the family I)y dying peac:t.- 
fully in his bed inbtead of ill tlic recognibed ;111d 
honourable way of trilxli figllt 01- C;~mily vellclclla 
-and the baby's foot had 1~ec.n lol~pecl oll' to 
expiate his shame ! 

'l'he !lest photograpl~ brings the more \\.t.sLcrli 

river-l)ed wllic:Ii fornrs llle Cord, 2nd arc: itarl(1ilq 
10 ~n:lr-k llrt: \v:ly :~nd a s s i ~ ~  ~ l ~ c -  tr;~v!:llc~. ; I (  r-055. 

'l'llc. I N C S ~ I ~ ' . ~  ( J L  ~~uu~c . ruus  (luic:ksantl:, i l l  al111t)ht 
all tlic'se I'l.o~~tic.l. st1-c-an15 fo~.rirs a furt1ic.r t l~~nger,  
c \vn  \vlie~l t l ~ c - y  arc-: nut i l l  footl. 

Ill tilt! IO\Vc'r ~ J I ~ u ~ O ~ ~ ~ [ J \ I  \VC :l ~~1li( . : l ( ,  
\\.llich is Cii~niliar l ~ y  nanre to all reatlers ol 
1lud~'ard K i ~ l i ~ ~ s  worlis - tlle " tongs," n 

series to an end and sho~vs one of the cliftic-ultics 
of traiel in  these parts, \~Iicr-e the smallest 
streams may develop into dangerous ragitlji 
torrents in the course of a few n1illutc.s - fronl 
the effects of n violent thundeistorm among the 
hills. Under sucl~ circulnstanccs all sign of thc 
ford is lost, and a de\iatiou in crossing of 
merely a few inches nlay Ineau drowning, as 
was t h e  c a s e  

m:~rvel of st~cugtli in  carriage constructio~~ and 
of eels! drausht 111) ,lnd do\\n hilly roads. 

'l'hc nntr\c d r ~ \ ' c ~ s  of these mail carts, bloi~ing 
their I)uglc~ al~uost continuuu~Jy to clear the 
ro.ld for [heir a~q)roach, \\.ill gallol:, at breakneck 
sl)eed clon u the nloit dallgerous slopes and 
swing on one w1iet.l roulid al)l~nrt.~:tly jnlpossible 
cornrrs ; y c t  a s11l~s11 1s of tlic r'lrest occurrence, 

a n d  ivhe11 i t  
with a squadron 
o i  t h e  9 t h  
I . a n c e r s  i n  
A f g h a n i s t a n ,  
whose tragic late 
is told i n  the 
\vailil~g verses of 
Kiplinz's song, 
often heard in 
military can1l)s 
i l l  lnd13, " 'l'lle 
Ford bf ('abul 
River." I n  tllis 
photogr~ph t \ \  o 
n a t i v e s  havt. 
s t r ipped a n d  
cautiously felt 
tlreir way stc31) 

h.il)l)ensis gene- 
rally the result 
of the cranky 
teml)er of the 
sour, country- 
b r e d  p o u i e b  
\\liich usuall!. 
form the team. 

\\'hen a smash 
cioo.~ C O I ~ I C ,  how- 
et LT, i t  is neces- 
snrily conlplete, 
l ~ u t  i n  tlie coul-sc. 
of many year\' 
ncclu.1 i n t a n c e  
\ \ - i ~ l ~  this mrthocl 
of ~ I . I \  ellins J 
h ad  but  o n e  

1))' stel' n l o n s  III\ \I.\II \I,Y's ~ I . \ I I  <AI<.I-- I I ! I  ' ' . I , , Y ( , . \  '' I. .rlrl ~1s1.v WIII 1.1 I I) \.I I I I C I  17 \\~IIL,I< 

L A ' ,  l',), ; ' > F  1, l', l # l  Ill1 l,.. A'~ l ,  X l. l ' , l l \  <) \ l  1'. '\l 1,hl l - l \ l t \CE 1.~8 l<L>l l  '8ll:l:k. 
nar row shave,  

the part of the . I i , ,. , .  , ( l  1' is,:... and that was 



ttl1~~~l;Il .l \ lcloll\ 
~ I O I ) ~  k l ~ l i L j ( * ~  . l t t t lv  

j l ~ l l l l l l < ~  Ill( L t o  
1t.t d r ~ \ c  ~ ~ l t u  tllc 
tcl~iga - - he  b ~ d  
I .  c lcn~cd 
a\wy t h e  spl,l\h- 
I ,oa~d  - -- and his 
Ilrelb ~ni\\t.d nl}. 
Ijcnd Iry t11e frLlc*- 
tion of  an i l l (  11. 
'I'he 1111mec11.1te 
c,luse of his tcm- 
]"l \\" tthougl1t 
I)! his d ~ i \ c ~  ~o 
be the touch of  
111e r c ~ n  on I l i \  

back, \vberefol e 

I;UW more plezsnnt methods of travel- 
ling can \)c: lound t h , ~  in the luxurious 
houselroats of I<a+hmir, a l d  one stase 
of the journey from India to the 
ctcrl~al s n o \ ~ s  tlzs to bc 1)crformed in 

'I'l~e atinexed ~~hotc~j irapl l  shows 
a typical sccrlc in  lie Ilrgher valleys 
ancl Ijircl~ ~ ~ o o c l s  of tllc f,iir land of 

1 and tile Ku~,i;ul railway system east 

H 4 s l l 5 l l l i  - I I I E  b ~ ~ i i t t ~ ~  ,r i ; \c l ;  rv 
l  Ill F < ~ l < h ( , l < l 7 L ' \ l >  l\ l I l l ,  h U A l J  I C J  

C1 X I  R A I  A4L \. 

P? i 1 ~ 1 1  ,l / s / i s 2 t i > .  

he placed hi.; clqsistant oil 
tlre r o d  of tllr tonga to 
hold the near reill cle:lr, 
\vlliIe he drove wi th  the off 
rein and wllip fro111 the in- 
side. \Ye co~lcluclcd the 
stage iu safety, L)ut un a 
stcep and deviotis road it 
w s  n nerve-shatterin:: per- 
forax-mcc. for the passenger. 

'l'htj top pl~o~i" .  on thir 
page talces u s  n itage farlller 
on our apl~roac,ll to the 
Hindu I<u\h, ant1 s l l o ~ s  
the  SInha~.ajnh ol Icnsh- 
~ni l ' i  .it:~te 1loiisel)oat being 
~>alcllecl up the ]I~elum 
River towards Srin,ignr. 



gl\e no ~lidicntion of the daljgcrs of clossillg this 
ar:d otllcr pas\t-s \vliell tlie lir\t srio\\s of October 
1l.lve \v,lrned tt~cvellers of tlle rilsk of I~ern;: c.3~1glit 
111 one OS tlic sudJc.li I~lr~rards, \~lilcli obl~terate 
. \ I 1  t1,~ct.s of tlle tr~clc a ~ i d  Illay Ins1 for days. 
'I'liese storms have Ljeen responsible for rnucli 
surfering and loss of I~fe to 1)cople clussing the 
kjurteen thousand-toot plateau \rhich forms the 
sunimlt of tllese dangerous  asses. ilbout half- 

acroiz the neighbouring 13ur~il Pass there is 
n refuge hut of the strongest timljer perclied 011 

. I I I  lciffel 'I'o\ver-like structule 5Onie forty fcet 
ul~ove the ground, and this gives an indication 
of the depth of snow which covers tlie surface 
111 m~d-\\inlet-, while aclditio~i~~l prouf 1s afforded 
I,y the enormous height and thickness of the 
telrgraph poles and the strength of the wire 
\\ h~ch  cros\cs  hi, pass on its long journey to 
(iilgit and Chrtral and bejond. Frost-bite, 
av,~lanches, dnd bliuards all claim tlieir toll of 
bictims almost d ~ r l p  an these passes during tlie 
winter nionth5. Yet to thost: ~ l i o  have seen 
llieni only rn sunimer it seems inil)osslble t l i ~ l t  
suc.h scenes of horror can take place on them in 
winter, or that e\en in the nlost blrlicl~ng sno\v- 
storni a reasoning Ijeing could lose his \vay in  the 
shot t rn~le or t\vo which fornis the sumn~it platcau. 

Yet \o it is, and iri the sp.lcr of seconds the 

track, all sense of direction, nnil irl111o5t 411 

11o1ver of tllougllt call l)e lobt u11dr:r thc i~al fu l  
lash of a howllt~g ~vir~ler 1,liz~arcI. 

'1.11~ next ~ ) h o t o g ~ ~ i l ~ l ~  \lio\vs .L vietv o f  (JII~: (JT 
the 111ost stul)cndous ~nountail~.s i l l  the \iorltl, 
Nanga I'arl~at (the Naked 3Iount,i!11), wlric-11 
rears its vast st~o\v-clad 111ass 10 :L li~iglil of 
twenty-six thousand six huricllccl and siity-two 
feet atlove se.1-level. \\'ith the esceI)troll of K ~ k a -  
1jushi, 111 the Kara Koruni range, th15  mountaili 
forms the most rnngliilicent sight of any peak in 
this portion of the Indian -2lp.j. Iqrom tlie point 
on tlie Ciilgit road \vliere this picture was taken, 
the sense of overponering height \\hich i t  grve\ 
the bellolder cantlot be conveyed by any photo- 
graph. No native of the country will 
a p ~ ~ o a c l i  N ~ n g a  Parbat, which is to tliem the 
abode of thc most fearborne demon\, who, they 
say, deal certain death to anyone ho ventures 
to trespass on its sacred snoivs. I n  proof of 
this belief tlrey instance the fate uf the well- 
known Alpine climber, ,l[r. SIurnrnery, \\ ho, 
accompanlrd by two (;urkhas, made an attempt 
on its nestern slo[)es some years ago, none oi  
them having ever been seen again. 'Tht: bridge 
in the foreground of this sanie pliutograpli give5 
a good idea of the rough cantlle\.er systenl used 
for all the brldges 011 this road. 



Travel and Adventure on the "Roof of the World." 

A chatty record of things seen and experiences met with among the stupendous mountains 
of the "Roof of the World" and in the little-known wilds of Baluchistan and the Hindu 
Kush. Captain Walton-Saule's photographs add greatly to the interest of his descriptions of 

his wanderings far from sight or sound of civilization. 

HILE I am dealing with the sub- circular beam before being anchored deep in   lie 
ject of bridges, I should like to ground. 'l'his necessitates a sonre\vhat utreasy 
draw the reader's attention to the sprcad-eagle attitude. 'So n novice, especiallj 
accotnpanylng photograph. 'I'his if inclined to giddiness, these Hindu Kusl~ 
depicts another and more primitive bridges present sonie ~rying feaiurcs. 

type of bridge? which beco~nes the only lneans It nidy be opportune here to make mention 
of crossing rlvers as the Panlir region is ap- of the road\\ay among these mountain raliges, 
proached. 'I'he bridge is formed of three broad which can best I J ~  described as a constant pro- 
plaited bands of the strongest birch tnigs, gression along the beds of glacier streams varied 
most neatly and caref~lly woven. The centre by continual ascents, often to a height of a 
one sags below the other two, which are both thousand feet or more, to negotiate the crossing 
on the saline level, and the three are loosely con- of some buttress of rock or to pass from one 
nected by thinner transierseropes. The twoupper valley to the next. 
strands act as handrails, the centre rop: being On tlie luxi~rious highway uhich leads to 
the footway The \\hole structure sways some- Gilgit tlie breadth of roadway is never less than 
what alarmingly in the wind, but the only difficul- ten feet, but oli the purely local tracks ~t more 
ties in negotiating the " bridge " are at the start nearly approlitnates to as many inclies, and 
and finish of the transit, where the three strands along these ledges all traftic has to pass. 'She 
are all brought on the same letel over a great local ponies and mules, ho\vever, are particularly 

sagacious atid know ~lieir danger, 
- .X - and it is rarely that an accident ,,. h&?% - hiss r3 .;>F* * . . v  '-2 v, ' . * I :  

- 2 %  
occurs, though the crashing of 

&Fn 3- +.,. .L huge boulder across the track, 

..< * : . +"  

% 
l ' ; ?  S 1)osstbly dislodged 11y sorne animal 

p -S 
.::P;, 4 : gta~ing far up the mountaln slope 

*#' $5 rt* . . .. - . , ,-. n bo\ e, gives proof of thc e\ er-present 
W, 

1 * . B  
. ribk of being hurled at any moment 

-L .,* ' into the abyss \vhich yaivtls belo~v 
h , olie. Once I was nearly swept off 

the road by a mule, which came fast 
round a corner and tried to pass 
I)ct\veen my pony and the rock face. 
'L'hro\ving myself off my pony and 
llalf across the passing mule, I man- 
,~sed to cling desperately to a rock, 
\\ hile my unfortunate mount \!a\ 
jostled ovel the side and uent rollins 
do\vn the slope-which by good luck 
\\.as not absolutely precipitous at 

I this point--till brought up by a 
Inrge rock, whence he was dragged 
back \\it11 little more damage than 

'\ l 1 \ 1 ' 1111 \1  I I \ I U G T L  I\ l l l L  1.\\111,5 1 1  1 1 1 1 \  1 1  14 C \ I l i l  l U 1,1 I  I  + I l k 1 1  I A X I I C I  a t)roken saddle. 
/.>U//, ( I ]  UI LIII,CII I \!I,I, I I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ O .  A peculiar feature of local road 



'THE \\'11)1!'. \\'O1<1,1.) Xlij t ;A%lNl<.  

I I I C I I  \\llo took 1);ut i l l  

this : I I I ~  o t l~er  sti1-ri11g 1 1 1 -  

c.:itlc.nts of tilat time or 
t ~ . i ; ~ l !  :uld i t  is dilticult to 
rcc~og~~ise  ill the l>enc,eal)lc 
a~ i t l  ;~l)l)arct~tly liar~nless 
ilrol~~lt:~inccl.s, are so 
11osl1itnl)lc i l l  their offer- 
i ~ l o i  of tllc bcnutiful fruit 
wl~ir 11 glows in all the 
v~I l , lg~~\ ,  the treacherous 
a~ l t l  I~loudthirsty rebels 
\\ l ~ o  nttc1ii1)ted to cxter 
ini11,ltc e v c l v  B I  1tis1i 
soldier in tlle country 

Froiti n ]  IS'-,LAS r UEATIT.  [/','~,d,). ' I - I  fol a m0- 
m ~ * n t  Lo tllc sport of this 

constructio~l is sllo\vn In thc ;~ \ )o \ .c  ~)hoto-  ~noutiti~in r < ~ g i o ~ ~ ,  i~ is i ~ ~ t c ~ c s t i ~ i g  t o  kno\v that 
srapli. Stro~lg piles arc dl-i\.cn I1ori~on~:llly scxttcrcd t l11-ou~l l~ut  tllc Iligltcr portions of the 
~ u t o  the rock face overhaugi~ig the stream, 1 l i~ltlu I < L I s ~ ~ ,  ;111d IIC\.C:I. co~l)ilig f'i~r below the 
cross pieces ate then Inid on ~hese ,  atld a thick sno\v-li~lc,, arc tile 111~11.kl1or --the gi:l~lL wild goat 
coverine of I,lrcli f a ~ ' ~ ' o t s  forms thc " L L> 

actual ro~dway,  l\ hen new there 
is nothing ala~ming in such places, 
Lut sonletinies, instead of b e ~ n g  
fi\ccl on pilcs, the roadjvay is mc~ely  
hung from the rock by birch ropes, 
and the local higIi\vay b o a ~ d  not 
being very carelul of the condition 
of such portio~is of their '' per~nane~i t  
\\.ay," a rotten pile or rope or a de- 
cnylng f,~g<ot may at any time I I L I ; ~  
a passenger to instmt death, f o ~  
t l~ese hail structures are 1)erchecl at 
any height along a cliTl fLtce to sul)-  
1)lcmcnt a n  existing ledge. 

The  nelt  picture shows tlie scene 
of an historic tragedy on the C l i ~ t ~ n l  
load in the early stages of  he out- 
\)teak of 1895. At tlie point market1 
Ly the slnall, dark patch of shndow 
close above the river-ljanlc on tile 
light edge of the picture is the cave 
\vhere 1,ieutennnts Koss and Joncs 
took refuge when they were :km- 
bushed in this gorge, \vltIi their de- 
tncl~ment of sixteen Sikhs. Here 
1.1eutenant Ross was killed by a 
sl10t fronl the opposite cliff, and 
e v e n t u a l l y  L i e u t e n a n t  J o n c s ,  
wounded and with only foulteen 



c l ~ . \ c , l  i1,c.d. 

. , . . , . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . t l i ~ l  1 s t ~ ~ r t  o n  a slide ol  
tlris k i ~ ~ d  nl!sclT, u n t l  

of Kortl~ern Inclin; the i!,cs, ;I larger \.nriety or L 1 1 : i l  i t  \\-a> 1101 "c.a~ri, .(l  t o  i t5  ~ . \ L I - C I I I ~  n ~ i ~ l  

the Soutllern 1Surol)c.a~ aninin1 of tllc hallle I<~;;ic.nl c.utlt lu-ioli  - '  t l ~ e  \ \  I ilin;( oC t hi. l11 1:( 1 ~ .  
name; 2nd the oo\.ial, or 11l[li.111 wild sllevl). \ \ . i l l  at (JII(:C i1111il!.. 

Among the carnivora, the bear and tlle beautiful I 11ad to cl.05~ tllc Ilc,:l(l of n s~nnll glnc.icr i l l  

sno\r-leopard form the larger 1-arleties. It  is pursuit ol'solnc: line rn.i~-l;l~ur-. It  \\.:IS t ) u t  W I I I V  

srnall wonder, therefore, that 1)ermission to two hundl.cd yards loll;, \ v i ~ l ~  a Tc\v 1~o11lde1.s 
shoot in the jealously-l)reser\.ed districts is jutting out of its ic.!. su~.lr~ce, ;111cl n t  tllc clit1 of 
eagerly sought after I)? the keen sl)ortslnnn, il \vas n sheer drop of ~ ) C I  ll;ll)s f~itec11 Iii~lldrvtl 
thougll'but rarely gialltcd. feet o11 to rocks. >I!. hl~ikarec Ilnd cut n St.\\. 

-1'he photo_=rnl)ll repl-oduccd al)ove gives an  rough stel)s, i n  wllic.ll 1 \\.as f;~Ilo\\-i~ig I ~ i n l  

iclea ol some ol' the best ~na~.kIior and ibex across. when ;I step neat- L I I C  c~elitrc, L)l.okc a\vn!., 
ground in this region, and sl~o\vs thiit pursuing ancl i n  a Inome~lt I wns slidi~lg towards tllc 
the deni~ens of these 1)rccil)itous Ileigllts, oftcl1 ~)rec.ipice, \.ninly atte~inl)ti~lg to dig nl!. ilails and 
at an altitude of eighteen tl~ousnnd feet, is no a sllort stick in my Ila~id into the rou;li kut-f:~(.c 
sluggard's pastin~e. As a matter of fact, i t  of the ice. O ~ l c  nftvr t l ~ c  o1llc.l- h u l . t 1  tc.el,le 
necessitates the possession of a clear eye and l~olcls as I obtained g;1\-c8 \v;)!., : I I : ~  lily 1);lc.e 
steady head, and, above 311, n sound heart, for i n  increased. l;ortutlntcl!., Ilo\\~e\-cr-, Inv cour,scs 
the rarefied air of these great heights esertion is led Ine close to n consiclcr:~l,le 1-0cIi enil~cdcletl 
most exhausting, and I 
have more than once had -+m-+----. . . - - - . ,... I+- ;.. .. . ..-C: r W 

. . 

to sit down and rcst after 
every five or six yards . - 
of 1)rogression. Shoot- 
ing Ilcre is by no mean.; 
devoid of the elemcxt (I( 

clanger, mol-eover, Sc)r 
e v e n  i n  the  grass! 
s lo l ) e s t I~c  dry lierl):igcs 
I)cco~lles so slil)l)ct-y t l l ; i t  

i t  is tliffic.ult to rc-tail) 
one's footing, and .  :I, 
most of these gl..lss!, 
plateaus end in n (11-011 

of some thousand Sec%t 
over a friSlltl'lll ~)recil.)ic-c, 
:L merc slil) has Inolrs 
t l inn  once cxnclccl i l l  :l 

I~cadlong fall to dcstrr~c.- 
Yd. x ~ i . - 6 9 .  



i ~ n  t11~> i~ (., t o  \ v l ~ i (  11 l I I ~ , I I ~ , I ~ L V I  to ( * I I I I ~  (!(,h- o f  11i.t11\~ 01' L I I ( *  IIL*( ~ , \ \ . I I  i t  s I 1 1  1 1 f t . .  ) 
I l l 1  l .  1 1 1 c . 1 1 , I  L I I I ,  \ I l l  l l , ~ 1 1 1 4 I l l l ~  I (  ,' , 1.11  l,, 11111I.. l 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l  l I 1  l 1  I l l  1 1 1 1  

. , lI , l  11 l <  11 .l* 1 1  111,. rc1, li \\.l, \ \ , , l l , l l l : ~  l,,,,\, , l l l l t  l c l c , ( l  0 1  1115 l l l . l \ t ~  l > ,  111s Il.111 ~ ~ l l l \ l t l ,  > 

i t  11~4~1, .111(1 t l i c ~ ~ ,  l ~ ~ I I I , I I I I ~  (1 1111 111) \ I ~ I ~ , . ~ I I ( . I . I I ~  \ \ I [ I I  c I ~ r t l i ~ ~ ~ g ,  ,111(1 011 1111. l ' t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ \  I l l .  1, 

stc.11, u ~ ~ t  ;111cl I~~ l l ) c ( l  I I I L I  l).tc.I, to sol~cl ~ I O I I I I ( ~ .  I ) I . I (  t i( ,~lly L I I C  ( t 1 1 1 j r  ~ I I I I ( I *  (11  I L I ~  l 
111' 15 :I hOll lP\ \  1 1 ~ 1 ~  ~ L ' L ~ ~ ~ ~ l l l l ~  

'l'hc whulc thing ~)os \~ l ) ly  Instcd twenty seconds 
- i t  scc111ccl :IS 111,111~ hours. 

, X  I he cllst,~nt i ~ ~ o ~ v y  l)e,~Ii seen In tllc lower 
photo. o n  the [)re\ lotl.; p ~ q c  1s the moullt:~in 
\vh~cli ice pcr\crsclj~ i11\13t 011 callilig I < ~ I , ~ - ~ ) L I \ I ~ I ,  
\\hi(-h to\ve~> to a hc1g11t of over Lwcnt!. sevcll 
thousntld fuct at,o>e the curlous old St,iteb o i  
FIul~/n nlicl N n ~ n r ,  \ v i t l ~  theil ~llecli;t.\ a1 c:~stcllntecl 
fortrtrsscs. 'l'hc !)rclper local namc. l )co Ihlli, 
is f ~ r  uiore poetic, nncl signilies "'l'he Sent of 
the (;ads "-no doubt an 
allaslon to the curious 
shal~e of the m o u ~ ~ t , ~ i n .  

'1'0 oonclurle my rcn~i- 
rtiscenccs of lilc nunong 
these g r e a t  nioul l ta in 
systems, I n ~ u s t  1n.1ke 
some refcrenct. to tlie still 
less-knuwn reslon oln the 
borders o i  the I'ami~z, 
wl~ere we look across n 
nnrro\v separating belt at 
uur Kubsinn I iv:~lb. 

Here \ \ c  alc  l)cyontl 
the Lone of ho15c and 

sc-ic~~tilic I ~ J I I I C  OF BOS iT/.t,l,- 

///c//Y, a11c1 will l)ro~inp~ly t11c of 
11cnt ~ 1 1 d  cx11austlo11 il you tCllte 
hirn c ten  a fcw hundrecl feet 
bclo\v the snow-1i11e. 

1 *1*11e last i)Iiutog~al)~i sI~o\rs 3 

~ ~ ; i o ~ o ,  c a ~ ~ \ l ( ~ d ~  of y~lks clohsing the 

c)f some s~kteen thous,~ncl feet. 'lXlii$ pcl\s cotn- 
~141, I G ~ ~ y ~ l ) r  01 L~ and is some ii\t miles 
~ C I O S ~ .  ('rcvns,e, are nun~erous tliroaghaut its 
siirll~cc, of n sultic.ient s u e  n11d depth to Oe 
e\t~umcly cla11gerous. 111 the f o ~  cgrc~ul~cl ol 
the l ) l ~ u t o ~ r , ~ ~ ~ l i  c-a11 I)e scen ~ h c  t i l )  of a hire-11 
I)rnnch, \vli~lc tllcre is ;111othcr fa~tller on. 
1:efure c:rosslnl; the g l ~ c ~ e r  locr~l gu~clcs n1:1t k out 
the wtc [ ) u ~ t ~ i ) l ~ s  111 t l ~ ~ s  u C ~ y ,  nut1 i t  is ncvcr 
advisable to de\  Illnny yaiclb to either side 

mtl\c tran\l)c)l t, a11d enter /.>s,,rn] A V 11. C,\\ 1 1  c ~ i ) r  L I , O ~ , I A C .  1111- L) ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ 0 1  I..\.\. [ I ',; ,>!d. 

the I.lnci of thc: yak, 
the nl)u~igin,il o x  ot the " Al~ocle of Sno\v." oC thc ~ , I I  l,c~l trnc l;. I Ii,1ve I~c,lo~ c un\v sc.ell 
Some ty[)icnl jaks me \ccn in ~ h c  tol) plcture. 311 ; I I I I I I M I  c l i~;~~)1)c~i1 \ L I c I ( I ~ I ~ I \ ~  111 ,I ( 1c\.15ke 
'I'hc yak is not only tllc sntlclle an1rn.11, 1)ac.k- \\hllc c-l-os-iug :l11 .~l)l~,~~.c'ntly ~ : l I r *  1):1tt 11 of \rio\v. 
horse, alxl gcncral rcl~rcsc~nt~~ti \c  of transl)ol.t i l l  to 1)s 11" mole \cc11 L I I I ~ ~ I ,  . ~ t  ~ l l c .  c \ l ) ~ ~ , ~ t ~ o n  of 
these uptiltecl l.~ncls, \+here no pair of whculs sonic cct i t t~~~c.s ,  I,(: In,\)., l)crli,ll)\, zonic. day 
can pass, but he is also the universal provider r e~ t l~ l~ea r  '" iced in " at the nohe of tile glacier. 
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