




In Unknown Baltistan. 

The narrative of a record mountaineering expedition. The authoress and her husband made the first 
ascent of the unexplored Hoh-Lurnba glacier, and then accomplished an exciting traverse of a mag- 
nificent range hitherto untrodden by human foot. The striking photographs lend additional interest 

to this famous lady-climber's account of her unique journey. 

N E  of the most exciting journeys of from appearances, we had nearly reached the 
our last expedition to the Sorth- timber-lir~c. 'I'his nleans a lot of trouble when 
\Vest Himalayas was the exploratio~l snow-camps are made, as coolies Irirtr<! 10 carry 
of the unknown Hoh-1,umba glacier wood \\.ill only take the smallest possible loads, 
and the first ascent of the great and, i f  not watched constantly, will tl.trow away 

saddle at its source. After three weeks' march- sticks as they go along, so that 1.)). the time 
ing from Srinagar, Kashmir, we came on camp is reached the burdens of ten nlen equal 
lune 18th to the small village of Hoh, at the about what two might carry. \\'hen tlle cook 
entrance of the Hob valley, which leads to the has taken what he needs, and the coolies begged 
glacier. Our mtr?lshi, or interpreter, and a or stolen what they want, little remains for future 
village chief had been sent on ahead to collect use, and it is therefore necessary to keep twenty 
coolies and supplies, so no time was lost, alid rntn daily on the move, bringing up or trans- 
the follo\ving day the caravan-made up of six porting fuel to higher camps. 
Europeans, native servants, a long file of Startins again when the weather improved, a 
luggage coolies, sisteen sheep, and ten goats- thousand-foot climb brought us to tile ice, where 
started up the Hoh nala, or ravine. A narron., a problem1 confronted us. A short distance 
difficult path, often blocked by fallell rocks, above, at the base of a mountain promontory, 
~vinds upward along barren rnou~ltai~l flanks two large glaciers ascended in slightly different 
o\lerhnnging the narro\v gorge, t l l r~~lgli  v l i l  directi011~. 'rllis \\.as quite ~lnexl~ectcd, for the 

noisy, khaki-coloured Hoh torrent fights its Survey I I I ~ ~ ?  i~~dicates but one long glacier. 
tortuous way to join the Braldu river far below. Having decided, with the aid of a compass, 
13y 3 p.n~.  the cara- 
van enlerged on a - ,  . , . - . . - . - . ..;- - . -. ~. . . B .  -W> ,F- 
wide green maidan, 
or meadow, sprinkled 
with t rees ,  a m o n g  
\vhich co\\.s grazed 
or drank at niusical 
rivulets. This was 
N a n g m a  ' r a p s a  
(c leven t h o u s : ~ n d  
eight hundred feet), 
and here camp \\.as 
pitched under the 
moraine end of the 
new glacier. 

Rain and snow fell 
a t  night and most of 
the nest morning, and 
while we waited n day 
for better weather 
coolies laden \\.it11 
~ o o d  were sc,nt u l ~  
higher to mnkc a 

for, judging ha,,, 1.FLL: CAl iA\ 'AN ASCENDISG THE G r i l i A T  HOH- l . l '> lnA GLACIER. [ro',rO. 



upon  the one which ran in the direction we 
wisliud to go, \ye headed for this. 1,ate winter 
snow covered everything - crevasses, mornines, 
and lower mountain spurs alike. Where on 
other glaciers 1)atches of earth for tents had 
been found and a little grass for the goals, only 
a jutting ledge of rocks broke here and there 
the great white mantle that in June still held tlie 
mountain world in the sleep of \\.i~iter. The 
only animal adapted to this environment is the 
ibex, which we saw in 1arg.e numbers on the bare 
spots of the n~ountain-s:des. Our goats and 
sheep were sent back to  he niendo\v bclo\v- the 
sheep to be killed and forw,~rdid as needed-- 

snow, presenled one of the lnost inlpressive and 
bizarre mountain scenes I have ever met with. 
The " aiguilles" of the Mont Ulal;c chain i f  
transported here would be but t l ~ e  veriest OK- 
slioots of these ethereal towering pinnacles o l  
the Himalayas. 

Well in advance of the laggink coolies the 
guides and ou:.selves climbed to the top of a 
large, sno\v-c~pped rock, where we are seen i n  
the next ~ ) h o t o g r ~ ~ l ~ h  having a look around. I n  
the vast ring of mountains there was but one 
depression, a stiow c-ol connvctinqr the tall 

b. 
aigilille rising ill t he  centre of the plcturt: with 
a sl~ow n~ountain, wllicl~ \\.as, perhaps, climlublr, 

and we continued onwards, prepared to camp on 
snow. 

After a night of continuous snow and wind 
it cleared, and when we had torn out the hard- 
f ro~en tent-pegs the ice-coated tents were packed 
and the slow-moving coolies put iu motion. 
They are seen in the first photograph ascending 
the great glacier, which is walled in by mighty 
peaks, increasing in grandeur the higher one 
goes. 

?'he surface of the $:lacier is very undulating, 
rising and descending In snowy hillocks, appear- 
ing, as in this view, like the slopes of a snow- 
mountain. Y'oward its culmination the Woh- 
Luniba, bending north, spread into an elevated 
snow-basin circled by lines of immense granite 
needles. At that early season their remarkable 
knife-like and sword-like forms, dashed wiih fresh 

and would offer n view of the unknown beyond, 
so allurin;: to the n~ountaincer in unexplored 
lands. 

'Pu arrive at the hnse of this rut thete was still 
a sweep of ascendi~~g glacier, which would take 
the coolies at their waning gait two hours to 
reach, and we accordingly pushed on, leavillg 
them resting and grumbling belorv. ~ r r i v e d  
under the great ice-fall descending from tlie col, 
we had lunch on a snow-slope safe fro01 ava- 
Innches, and discussed the chances of an ascent 
the next day. An l~oilr passed cnd not n coolie 
appvared. At last two rnen c a n ~ e  up to say the 
caravan would go no higher, as m:luy of the 
men were mountain-sick, and there was neither 
\vood nor water where we \~iblled to stop. It 
was certainly an inhos11itat)le place to put up in ; 
there was not a rock in sight, and no water-- 
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only the great snow expanse stretching below 
and the sterll nlou~ltain sentinels watching 
above. J'ct camp t h e  we must, if the high 
saddle \\,as to be clilnbed the clay after, so I 
reu~ained wailing while the others returned to 
the coolies to tell them that I could not reniain 
overnight without a tent, and to drive then1 up. 

'l'wo hours I waited alone in the heart of this 
stupendous ice-world, where the silence of 
Nature beconles at moments Inore oppressive 
and nerve-racking than the constant booming ot' 
cannon. This intense silence \\'as pierc:ed once 
or twice by the sullen roar o l  an avalanchc, 
which could t)e seen starting like a sno\vball 
rrom a sharp slant, gathering force as it rushcd 
downward, until far below, in imn~ense blocks, 
bounding and leaping one 

for thc night I called the shivering cook to my 
tent and told him that, as we were to stay t ~ o  
nights a t  that place, he must sce that there was 
a good dinner ot roast meat and plenty of water 
for a bath kcrhen we returlled f r o r ~ ~  the mountain 
the next evening. H e  grumt)led, saying he 
could not build a fire. "Send the men for 
stones; there will be time enough to- norr row," 
I replied, inexorat~ly, and tied the tcnt flaps 
against the icy outside bl~ist. 

The  guides called us at three-thirty the next 
morning, and i l l  all hour slood under a star- 
lit sky in a ternperaturc of twenty dtgrers 
adjusting the rope I)et\vec~i us for the start for 
the pass. \\'e had hoped to find a way up the 
11:gh ice-fall, but on reacllir-tg the Last: the I~uge 

over the other, it (,lashed 
upon the glacier, throw- I 
111g out a blinding snonr- 
mist that obscured the 
kiew for half a m ~ l e  
across. Here, at the 
llc~ght of Mont Blanc, it 
w~ll  hardly I)e believed 
t ~ u t  I sirffered greatly I 
from the heat of the sun-: 
but such n-as the c a ~ e ,  for 
between t \ \o  31ld three " 

o'c1oc.k the sun t h c ~  mo- 
meLe1 at uny side re~ibtered 
one hundred and seierlt). 
degrees Fahrenhe~t.  

1;inally the coolies canle 
dragging along, and \\lien 
they had all arrived allcl 
del;osited their losds we 
put them to work Lrari11)- 
ing down the soft snow .C C.+III ,  Ilk-. . 4 1 1 ; ~ ~ l l  l 1 5 . , "  

~o make places for the 
tents. 'I'he next photo- 
graph sho\vs " C'n~np des .4iquillcs '' pitched at 
this spot, at an altitude of fiftGen thousancl eight 
hul~dred feet. T h e  111-ovision I)oses and woorl 
piles Illay be seen i n  front of the tents. 

13y tile time the tents were ful.t~i\hed tvith 
our scanty can111 furniture  he sun disnppeared, 
and nt live olc*lock i t  \rns freezitlg hard-a 
strange contrast to a ten~perature of one 
I~undred 31ld seventy degrees in  the sun recorcled 
threc hours earlier. 'l'o make a fire at tllese 
snow-l)i\~ou,~cs a rough s tow  has to be impro- 
vised with three or four stones. As none \\.ere 
at hand, ancl the coolies had neglected to bring 
them L I ~  fro111 t ) e l o ~ ,  \ve had to conte~lt our- 
sdves \ \ r i l I ~  I)oiling nno\v for \\-ntcr to make tea, 
which is :I lorlg proccss, and our dinner con- 
sisted of tinncti rnc~lts \\*armed over a Primus 
stovr. l i c f ~ r e  I ~rirnecl into my slcepiug-bag 
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.cr'r.trl-.i \\ere found tod Cornlidable ; so wt. de- 
c,idcd to sltirt the rock-\\all to the rigllt, crossing 
s o ~ n e  !~i\vning chasnls and travel-sing the 'ihrupt 
sno\\.-slants perched abo\.c s serics of perpen- 
diculxr precipices upon the flank of !he peak to 
the right of the rol. By the t i n~e  we arri\.ed 
at the upper slopes it was necessary to eat 
sounetl~ing, for we were thoroughly chilled, in 
spite of the exercise. -4Ctt.r a hasty lunch. 
co~ilposed of a kola biscuit and a hit of con- 
gealed meat, \re lrerc oB again. Absolute 
s~lence reigned amongst us, broken only by the 
sharp click of the ice-axe on the frozen surface 
as tlie leader chopped out each step of the \llay. 

On we went, highcr and higher, catching I ~ O W  

and ngain glimpses of the tents poised like flies 
on tlie sno\v-fields two thousand feet bclo\v. .-It 
last wt. arrived on a plateau, \vht.re a halt \Ins 



~ n a d e  btfore attacki~ig the final thousand feet to 
the top. 

'I'he I ~ s t  part was less steep, but the heat 
t~ecame as oppressive as the cold had bcen 
painful in the early morning, and the effects of 
the rarefied atmosphere were ot)vious. 

Such annoyances were, however, forgotten 
when, finishing a long slope, we realized that 
the top of the (01 was attained. Great peaks 
loomed ahead from the Hunza side, and we 
were prvssing forward to see it all, when the 
head guide called, " Stop ! i t  is a cornice." \Ye 
halted instantly, realizing at once as we glanced 
around that we were standing on a huge curling 
snow-cornice overhanging a terrific precipice. 

at a time could do this in safety he returned, 
and I went out next to where I could look over 
the wonderful cornice. 'The sensation was 
extraordinary. I stood alone on a glittering ice- 
shelf, suspended, as it were, in mid-air. 1'0 the 
right and left and in front, as far as the eye 
could reach, rose a mighty world of unexplored 
summits ; and four thousand feet heneath, 
separated from tile only by a snow-band, swept 
a placid white glacier. 

As every Alpinist knows, such moments are 
stupendous- more a~~esonic ,  ).et filled with 
more keen enjoyment, than months of ordinary 
existence. 'l'he wind Inshed my clothes about 
me ; and suddenly appreciating its force, and 

'l'his rounded ~ce-tongue ~,rojc.ctcd Tar beyond 
the main mountain, and, having consecluentl) 
no support, a l l y  suddct~ ~mpact on its surface 
might cause i t  to cave in  and disappear into the 
abyss below, taking us witl)  it. 

Cautiously we nio\.ecl back to the solid snow- 
plateau, where, a l tbou~h a gale was blowing, the 
camera was extracted from the ruck sack and a 
photograph of the patty taken by the porter. 
'I'he Col des Aiquilles, ascended for the first 
time by our party, proved to be eighteen 
thousand six hundred feet high. 

" I must have a look over that cornice before 
I descend," I said to the guide, so, firmly held 
by us all, he advanced slotvly out upon it, feeling 
each step as Ile went. Finding that one perso11 

the fact that :l few 5ttl)s fol\v~ld might pre- 
cipitate rrle into eternity, I turned and joined 
the others it1 tllc-ir place cf safety. 'The descent 
to camp was made in safety, though we reached 
it cold and tired. 'I'he resourceful cook regaled 
us with a dinner of roast mutton and custard 
pudding, thus showing that he had managed to 
light a fire and conduct his culinary ope~ations 
creditably even in the icy wilderness of Hoh- 
1.umba. 

llescending again to ~ t s  junction with the 
Hoh-Lumba, we ascended the L,asbon, the 
second long glacier, which runs nearly parallel 
with the Hoh. 

A4uch later 111 the season of the same year, 
nrter completing our record ascents on the 



iug the ~ l r g i n  l rns ,  now traversed 1)). 
C:hogo 1,oougrnn glncicl; ns ~wcxiou~l~ (lt~vribctl  I l u n ~ n n  fect for  the first time. All wunl  
I I ' I  I 1 I .  I i t  1 s ~ l ~ o u t h l y  l ~ l ~ t i l  t l l ~  I ~ ~ I . O I S  snow '-v/ \\'AS r ~ ~ a c l ~ e d ,  
dcscendine the Choco 1,ooncmn. to 



where we arrived before the porters soon after the wall. I held my h-eatll, for the certainty of 
ten o'clock. alighting on that step was not absolute, and the 

I n  a warm sliow deplession we took observa- view of the downward vista was appalling. 
tions which made the height of the saddle Hotvevtr, no accident happened. We next 
seventeal thousand one hundred feet. The descended the wall straight, keeping the rope 
descent from this was evidently to be a difficult very taut between us, and had gone down about 
matter for the fifty-five men under our lead. four hundred feet when the others began Ilell)ing 
Iiirst there was a cornice, through which the the coolies one at a time through the cornice. 
guides had broken a path, but which still looked IVith this assistance and the aid afforded by tlie 
lormidable enough as a coolie passage. =l rope fastened rope they made the passage coml'ort- 
was t~ghtly faslened above it, to offer a hand- ably, and started down the big steps of tlie wall. 
hold to the coolies as they trod backwards I n  the meanti~ne we had moved a few paces 
hqtween the narrow sldes of tlie cornice to the across the wall, out of their direct track, and in 
wall below. This snow-wall dropped below the view of rapidly ellsuing e ~ e n t s  it was fortunate 
cornice for a6out one thousand feet at an angle that we did so. 
of s~vty degrees, to where it ended in easy 'I'he guide was busy cutting steps across an 
slants, and seemed .I\ a lanche  - scored 
at first glance an un- 

- 
rou /o i r ,  when we 

ronquerable barrier heard the sizzle of 
Cor cool~es to pass. snow rapidly falling 
After  heavy new over the route just 
snow i t  would have behind us. As we 
I~een d,~ngerous even turned, startled, to 
for experts, for its see what had caused 
entlre surface was t h e  avalanclle,  a 
furrowed by the pn5- cool~e rushed down- 
sage  of previous  wards past us at 
avalanches, but the 1i;htning speed, wi th  
weather \vas settled arms and legs in the 
and the new snow of .~ir,  grooving out the 
recent storms had snow in his flight, 
a l r eady  fal len,  s o  and throw;ng a thick, 
there was no danqer pot\ dery mlst over 
to be apprehended us all. 
on that score. \\'Iii:e 'I'here is a guide 
t h e  coo l i e s  wele  , ~ t  C'liamonix noted 
arriving on the saddle Tor making desccnts 
the two guides cut ~n fabulously short 
s t e p s  for severa l  ~ltne, but his record 
hundred feet on tlle 1s now broken, for 
other side. th i s  Ba l t i  cool ie  

The next picture, glissaded down that 
which shows me sur- hlR9. \ V O I < P h I A N ,  \\-1-Tll THE Sll trEL'  A N 1 1  ( ;OATS, S l A h I ) I N ( ;  A T  OVR13 

.I<VENTEEN 7 H n l ! \ A N n  ~ F . I > T  A n n \ - ~ ;  \F.A-I F\ I I . thousand -foot wall 
rounded by the live- /;, ,,,,/ 
stock, is probably the 
first and only photograph ever taken of goats 
and s h ~ e p  standing at over seventeen thousand 
feet above the sea-level. 

On the return of the guides it was decided 
that I should lead tllc may clown the \\.all ropcd 
between the head guide and porter, the  second 
guide and Ilr. Hunter \Vorkman remaining 
above 10 assist the coolies. 

Now the passage of even a broken cornice 
nlay be exciting. -4 solid but abonlinably steep 
kind of spiral staircase had been l~ewn out. 
Reaching the last step of this, with one foot 
suspended in the air, it was necessary to face 
inward and take a side leap to a distant step on 

< I  P / I , P ~ ~ I .  in less than two 
minutes: H e  landed, 

too, safely head uppermost at t!ie bottom, \vhich 
is more than the moutitaineer would probably 
have done. :Ilthough told by the guide how to 
step and use his stick, the coolie, being utterly 
ignorant of sno\\,-walking, preferred his own way 
of treading, ancl had either made a niis-step or 
entered voluntarily upon that lightning glissade. 

'This exciting episodc set the nervous ones, 
\v110 were peering over the cornice al)ove, to 
remonstrating, although it  was not t i l l  n second 
coolie whizzed by that they became vociferous. 
This second utifortun:lte, with a tent on his 
back, was nlore erratic. in his niover~lcnts than 
tlie first, and 11-cntril us to t l l r  pc( - tack  of a 



series of soniersaults, at the completion of which negotiations. \VC (.lid tliis, nncl it was n [lot 
he seen sprawling at the bottom, while the c , l i n ~ l ~ ,  wit11 t11c sun Ijlazin;: frorn the. 
tent, having extricated itself from l~is  hack, zeni~h. 
lay all eighth of a mile beyond Iiiln 011 the On arriving on tlie (-o/ a2ai11 I scnt the c.ooic, 
glacier. \v110 spoke a little I k ~ l t i ,  t o  t l ~ c  grcjup of c:oolies, 

Two other coolies had meantilne, I J ~  cnrelul who sat at a sl~ort t1istalic:e wirhout their loads. 
treading, passed safely over Inore than half the 1 took a firm st311~1, saying I W uld go I J Y  th:lt 
wall, while we rem~ined stationary, watching the route and 110 otllcr. 'I'hey were also told that 
progress of events. Finally a third blundered, the guides \vould rc-lil;llie the 1);1tI1 t ( ~  tile I)nsc, 
and slid past us with a speed of the four winds. and they \\.ere olic-red baksl~ecsh. \\.hilt t11c.y 
He carried a box of stores, \rhich during the \Yere arguir~g anloIig t h e n 1 s c . i ~ ~ ~  two Ilours 
rapid gymnastics of his downward car(-er left his passed, during \vl~ich the guides reconitructed 
back and burst, its contents of Bovril ratiorls the path clown the entire \\.:ill. 'l'l~is accom- 
and Huntley and Palrner Iiscuit-tins flying iu plished, I suggested that some of the c:oolics 
all directions through the scintillating sno~v-dust. should inspect the path \r-ithout their loads. 

But the propitiation of the mountain gods A few consented to tlo this, and, having ~)assccl 
with food offerings was getting a serious matter saiely up and do\vn tlie first fifty feet, after n1uc.11 
for us, and we began to tremble for the rest ol ~nrle):ing persuaded the olhers to reluctantl). 
our equipment. 'I'here were also other aspects shoulder their loads and prctl)are to go. 
to the case. l 'he  coolies below, while a1.1pnr- 'I'his time, 11ot caring to I,c c;llled~l)ack ag;l i~~.  
ently unhurt, were calling out disparaging I decided to reliiai~i behind with tht: others and 
remarks concerning their tumble to their see all the coolies dorv11 first. Assisted by t h ~ >  
co12frhres above, \\,ho in turn opened a war of Iiead guide, they Iiled down slo\vly, and Oy 
words on their two leaders. hleantinle \ve three-thirty all liad passed, and we stood watcll- 
waited patiently half-way down, standing first on ing the sheep and goats jumping composedly 
one foot, then on the other, by \\.ay of resting, and w i t h  perfect security from step to step in 
for sitting on snow at an angle of sixty degrees their descent of the \\.all. 
is more fatiguing than s t and i !~~ .  Soon a call Some anxiely I1nd Ocen r~ , l t  as to ho\v they 
came from the chief in  the cornice : " All the \vould handle such n veritable Alpine dcceiit, 
remaining fifty are b i~t  ~vhen \ve saw 
in  a panic and t l i t ~ n  tlo i t  \r-c 

\\.ill not nlo\.e," he \vi.hed that all 
said. our coo1ic.s had 

Next, the five at I~een sheep, for 
the base of the had they been so 
wall, who had our 3 \vhole day \r-ould 
beds and otl~er not  have I)ecn 
necessary effects, passed i n  argu- 
dec la red  t h e y ~nen t  and cease- 
would not ascend. lcss effort it1 the 
'I'he guide with Ine first crossing of 
called up that hc . . 111e Bolucho Ia. 
would return, and \\'hen the \\.hole 
with t h e  o thr t -s  cnml'an were at 
make a new [ ~ a t l ~  last sitting belo\\. 
down if all \voultl on the right side. 
descend; but 110, o i  the pass n'e 
they would n o t  r o l ~ e d  a n d  d e -  
hear of i t .  \\.c sccndcd. 13efore 
\!,ere indeed it1 ;I continuing down 
dilemma, but as to the ~ l ; ~ c i e r  a 
noon 11 as npproa(:h- 1jun1ber came to 
ing, and the bulk I)e rsaniined, one 
o f  our  kit \vns pointing to his 
above, niy 0111s anklr, another to 
alternative secmc.il hi.; wrist or neck. 
to be to < . I i i n l~  to But, ill spite of 
Lhe tol' n ~ a i n  n ~ i c l  their adventures, 

A l(r  A V 1  I !  ('L. $X<>\ \ '  n l d C S . r , 4 I Z ,  \\ I T H  I l \ i l  I \ I I !A~LE~\ \~AI . I .S  C H A G S E L I . E L 3  I N  A N  enter into Cul-ther .,,,.,; (,l F ~ . , l i , , , l ~ I I I \ . ~ , l ~  . A 4 1 1 T t , S  F.Z A \ . A I  A G C H F ~ .  r .  t1118re Ivas l i o t  
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sprain or a broken neck anlong them ; all were 
11s \t-ell as when they left camp. 

\\'hen some hours later rest was found in a 
cold snow-camp on the glacier 111y satisfaction 
was complete, for by steady persistence we had 
accomplished one of the great tasks of the 
summer, and brought the whole caravan over 
:he icy range separating the Chogo fron; the 
K e r o  IJoon:,'~i1n, 
never before t rod-  
den  by h u m a n  
foot. 

\Ve next turned 
our attention to 
the ascent of the 
unknown Hucho- 
Alchori glacier, at 
the entrance of 
\~h ich  stands the 
s p l e n d i d  snow 
mountain seen in 

glacier we cnnle to n great mass of high broke11 
snow s i m c s  \vhich strclclled upward ancl across, 
barring the way lilic a frozen cat:lract. \\'it11 
assistance .from the guides the coolies sur- 
nlounted these, and continued climbing fairly 
well up the steep snow-fields above, until 
another great barrier of snow-pinnacles and 
deep chasms loorned above us, around \vhich 

there was no way 
arid through which 
a route must be 

S< cut. With diffi- 

culty we induced 1 

then1 t o  cross 
some of the jagged 
sno\v colunlns, but 
the hot sun was 
mel~ing the snow 
wit11 a l a r m i n g  
rapidity, and afkr 
one or two snow- 

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  caps had fallen 
telephoto., the un- fro ln t h e  sirncs 
climbable walls of .$S: into the bottom- 
which are chan- 

: $ less b lue  chaos 
nelled and riven in a A*: > below, our nlen 
an exlraordinary g&;? $ %L v ~ r e w  panic-stricken 
manner by cease- 4 %  a n d  refused to 
Itss avalanches. *&a>? advance. While 

T h e  f i rs t  two *-2*?*$q they sat waiting, 
camps o n  t h i s  ' the gu~des crossed 
glacier were named + to the left through 
First and Second a sort of valley 
Bear Camps, as w a l l e d  i n  by 
nunlerous traces L crumbling snow- 
o f  b e a r s  w e r e  ' 

8 
m a s s e s .  T h e  

found near thern. striking snap-shot 
Behind my tent I~erc showr~ was 
I found a large . , a  t a k e n  a s  t h e y  
p i e c e  of W h i t e  X L E R O V b  P A T H I f A l - 7  blb (.UIUBS I  R A \  FR' . INL A N  I L Y  ,,U1 I \' \ \ A I  I F U Ih 

'lavi1'g 
bear fur, \\lhich f i ~ l l t  "1 B\' Cli\ L I I ~ I  lP\(, \ s ( l \ l - \ I A ~ ~ F \ .  J round  tha t ,  by 
possibly the owner unoving quickly 
lost in an affray with some of llis species. belole any ncw rn,l<\c.s hro1;e off, the caralan 
One of the Gurkhas encountered a big brown could pas, o\c.l. the sno\v-lcclge above the line 
bear, which took to flight on l)ercci\ing the of icicles, \\l)ic.h \yere sl~edding a continuous 
slnall Asiatic. Foxes ran about among the s t ~ e a ~ n  of water u p n  tl?e pnth. 
tent-pegs on moonlight nights and wolves l 'he  stcepncss and gruesomeness of the route 
made doleful music after dark, but by daylight before us Iwrc Inay be observed from the 
[hey all kept at a respectful distance. In facl, photograph. I recall vividly the shouts of telror 
i t  al\f7ays seems to rile that mountains, hard and progl~ostications of utter disaster \\hicl) 
as they are to conquer, offer a bettcr bag to came from the mouths of the 1)reathless men as, 
the explorer in the Himalayas than do wild stumbling and f;illing, they lollowecl us over the 
animals to the sportsman. cra~y,pa.tll, menaced on ellher side by toppling 

At Second Bear Camp, on the moraine of the snow-masses. 
.llchori glacier, we left the main camp, and vith Half an hour later we werc all clin~bing up a 
hlummery tents and a few coolles made a dash big snow-hummock and crossing n shaky snow- 
for the great ice-fall leading to the snow wall bridge, making fall. progless, until more craclting, 
\vhich forms the Alchori CO/. melting, and broken snow inlpeded our \!'a)'. 

After passing a long slretcll o l  ascentlit~g q'\\-o 110~1s  of such e\llausting work saw 11s out 



of the dangerous ice-falls upon a beautiful snow 
expanse, where camp was pitclled at near 
seventeen thousa~ld feet. A small stream of 
water was discovered by one of the coolies, 
resulting from the melting of snow upon the 
rocks by the fierce heat of the sun, and here we 
filled all our utensils before t l ~ e  freezing night 
temperature silenced the musical cascade. 

A gorgeous vermilion sunset illulnined the 
line of high peaks rising from the darkening 
glacier winding below our terrace, after wl~ich 
the cold, darkness, and deathly sile~lce of the 
uninhabited eternal snows encornpassed llle 
bivouac like a curtain. 

From what seemed a few miuutes of dream- 
less sleep I was startled fro111 my ~leeping-bag 
by the stentorian voice of the guide, calling 
" Four o'clock ! " I n  an hour the three guides 
and I left, in a freezing temperature, to find a 
way to the pass. We cut a path up a sharp 
snow-wall leading to some granite rock battle- 
ments, which gave us plenty of clinlbi~lg 
gymnastics, much needed to restore sluggish 
circulation. Then more snow-fields led to what 
we were always finding in this season's clinlbing 
-a projecting snow-cornice. \Ve had hoped to 
find a practicable pass down which \ve could 
afterwards take the coolies to the Hispar glacier. 
Rut, no-far from it; we had tocontent ourselves 
wit11 crawling out singly 011 the cornice and 
looking down thousands of feet upon the 

hroad expanse of the lonely Hispar witldirbg 
its way toward the sun-baked plains of 1-l1111za- 
Naga r. 

Stepping hack from the ice-she1 f the porter 
took a photograph of us standing on the Alchori 
col over eighteen thousand fett above sea- 
level. 'The snow-peaks towering behind in the 
photograph are mountains of over twenty-five 
thousand feet, belonging to the wholly un- 
explored regions north of Hispar. The sight 
was glorious, and no fault could be found with 
this first ascent, except that i t  offered no passage 
to the other side, unless we cared to try our 
luck in sliding off the monster cornice. 

A short stop for breakfast and we were again 
on the downward road. We had made the 
whole ascent and descent in the shade, the sun 
not touching the upper Alchori in August until 
after half-past nine in the morning. It was 
clear and still, and, although very cold, I did 
not realize the fact when on the sum~uit I 
stripped off my gloves to handle the camera and 
barometer. 

Finding that we only wished then1 to return 
to the lower camp, and that there were no new 
horrors in store for them, the coolies descended 
through the difficult places of the day hefore 
with astonishing swiftness, evidenlly eager for 
the co~r~rclrts of lower regions. And so ended 
a sunlmer of conquest altlong the unparalleled 
heights of the Hinlalayas. 

O N  1 HE ALCllClHl COL., O \ T K  EI<;HTEPN THOUBAN[> FEET ItIGH-THE blOVSTAlSs 
Is 'IrH6 I I A C I I ; R O I ' S ! I  H A V E  NEYICR B E E S  E);PI.OHhi). 
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