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S INCE my t\vo summers in the 
I-limalayas I have passed one in 

Switzerland, an esperielice which has 
caused me to look back on even my first 
season in the Indian mountains, although 
chiefly employed in exploring high 
valleys and passes, as one of original if 
not of adventurous interest. A few 
years ago in the Alps, if the valleys and 
lower hotels were o\~erfilled, one might 
expect a certain imnlunity from cro\vds 
in the inns and huts near the snow-line 
as well as on the snowy slopes them- 
selves. 

But things have changed now, and 
there is small hope of a quiet night's 
rest at the Betem Hut on Monte Hosa 
ancl less still at the Theodule, where I 
met a young ladies' boarding school last 
August. And as for the Swiss side of 
Monte Rosa itself, it is a mere 1-o~rle ( Ie  
Pilt'lL:r-iirngc, trodden by hundreds of tour- 
ists, who daily more or less \vearily cover 
its endless sno\vfields in the season. I 
hearcl a %erm:itt guide, with evident 
pride in the fact, assuring his patron 
that the path could not be better marked 
or in finer condition. 

There are two ways of enjoying a 
suminer in the Himnlayas, both of which 
I have tested and either of which com- 
mend tllemselves more to my taste than 
spending a season in overfilled Swiss or 
Tirolean hotels and huts. The  first is 
to make trips wit11 tents and camp kit 
from a centre such as Sinlla or Srinagar, 
studying the people and their customs in 
the upper \.alleys, crossin.g high passes, 
and nonr and again scaling a pe'ak of 
moderate size. 

This can be donc \vithout over niucli 

trouble even by those who do not care 
for tramping, ;is I~orses and y;iks are 
usllally to I3e hacl where no re;d I I I ~ I U I I -  

tnineering is concerrled, and servants {or 
ordinary c;LInl> life in the llills are 110- 

where so good as ill India. 
The other method, and I>y far the 

inore interesti~~g one, is to steer straight 
for the great peaks and gl;lciers, and, 
leaving Inell aild their hunlhle 11al)itations 
far below, lllarcll and climll for da!-s 
over sucli intermitiable glaciers and 
moraines, such 11rve1.-c~~cling slopes 
topped by airy su~ilmits as only the 
Asiatic mountain worlcl c:rn offer. 'Tliis 
sort of outing requires quite a different 
camp outlit, hoth ;is regards l>rovisio~ls 
and tents, for liere tinned meat must 
take the place oi sheep and cllickens, 
and the Jlumn~ery or Ii'lq.lnj~er that of 
the more lusurious Cabul tent of the 
lower, less-ic! v;llleys. 

A S~viss guide or t \~ -o  are usnally con- 
sidered necessary accessories, but more 
imperative than tents, guides, or scien- 
tific instruments is ;L vast mental equip- 
ment of colilbi~~ed patience and combat- 
iveness, \vhicli is sure to be hrougllt into 
requisition in the overconling of obstacles 
of a varied and often exacting nature. 
Thus provided and \veatller permitting, 
a nlost interesting if not altogetllcl- 
luxurious season tnay be passed in the 
Asiatic highlands. 

An animal that plays an important 
r6lc in Ladakh and Suru for carrying 
camp kit as \yell as the traveller over high 
passes is the yak. The real yak, \vllich 
resembles a buffalo as nluch as anything, 
is a curious looking beast with an am]?le 
covering of thick crinkly hair. It is a slow 
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but very sure-iootecl anim;~l, ancl ~nucli 
to be preferrecl to a pony oil ;L precipi- 
tous pl;ice. I never saw ;l yak slip but 
once, and that was on an occasiori ~vhen  
I iienrly lost my life on n pass. 

I \vns ricling a pony, ancl 111y part of 
the c;lravnn \ViLS lienring tlie top of ;l11 

abrupt i~icline. T\vo Tibet;lns, clriving 
solile rather unruly yaks, appro;~cliecl 
from above. On tlie liarrow zigzag I 
could see t l ~ e  driver beating one of the 

tlie mountain ilank, loosening rocks and 
low buslies as they sped on\val-cl. 

Yes, this time, ;uid it was the iirst and 
last occasion I believe, I had reason to be 
~ilost grateful to a Kashmiri, for my agile 
bearer, \v110 hacl bee11 climbing behincl, 
seized iile just i11 time as tlie pony reared, 
before he fell, ant1 by doirlg this saved 
lily life. 

Crossiug passes and climbing stray 
peal;s n ie\v liundred feet higher th;in 

be;~sts, \vl~ich, of a sr~dden, evirlently 
c;~tchil~g its great pan. ill ;I looss roclc, 
stu~nhletl ancl c a n e  lotulging tlo\vll i r l  ;I 

clirect line tolvnrcl tlly pclny. It was tlic* 
~vor-1: of a second, all I rccnll \\.as the 
animal crashing clow11 t0\~3rd rile, thc 
suclclcn rearing of my horse on his Itillcl 
legs, just as I felt myself seized fro111 
bebincl, sul~portecl soale~vhere in i~licl air 
alrd linally lnuclecl on a rocli near by. 
From there, bcfore reg:iinirlg po\ver nf 
speech, I co~~lcl vien? the puny a11d I-;rli 
as they ct~ntinued tllcir illat1 careel- do\vli 

&[L .  1;1;~1ic i s  : ~ t ~ i ~ ~ b i i x s  c t ~ o ~ t g l ~ ,  lwt il l  a 
c o ~ ~ n t r y  \f.llc.rc* 12sc1-cst, ancl Nanp-  
I':lrl~nt prrlr~tlly I-xisc tllcil. ~nens~~red  
crests to 16,ooo ;iritl ~i),ooo iect, ruid be- 
ilig11ly loolc do\vri o n  thor~s;~ncls of peal<s 
rniigi~jg fl-on1 18,ooo t o  24,000, one feels 
r:ltlier hou~lcl to tun1  onc's .;teps to loftier 
ro.tltes. Ancl thus o111. scr*otrtl sumnier in 
Asia sniv us st:zl.tctl on t l ~ e  ;l%ccc.rtt of the 
gre:~t Rinfo g1;rcicr i l l  R~-:~l(lu, \~.Ilicli had 
not  hcen tl.,tscrbc.tl \ir~cc. Sir RIartin 
Co~~\v;ip tlcscentlc.cl it frolll Hunz:~ it1 
I Sg2. 



A>cc~icl i~~g ;l ~ l ; ~ c . i c . l .  c-)\.c~- t 1 1 i 1 . t ~  niiles 
101ig is 1110re ~t ;l11 ~ I I ~ C I C I . ( : I I ~ ~ I I ~  t11;11i 

climbing 1113 the ol- ; ;~,~l l i l r . t  gl;icie~-. to 
see the si.~-:~cs, ;Incl i n  sonlc \\.;I!..; it is 
so~ne\vhnt lilx cli~iibi~ig :I nt.\\- pcilk 
evel-v day. First collie (me 01. t\vo 
clays of plodding over moraine and then 
follo\v the si.~-;lcs, tlic gre;il ice pinna- 
cles \vliich i ~ i  all Asiatic glncier often 
raise tlicir holiey-combed licnds to 
50 ant1 60 feet ;il,ove the gl;icicr, quite 
put t i~~l ; '  i l l  the shacle t l ~ e  slio\v sisrnc ot 
hlt. 131;\1ic. \vliicll one c ; t~i  13uy for ;I franc. 
coloi~retl sky blue, in n C1l;umounis 
pliotc>l;'rnpli s l~op .  

loi~rne\-ins t l l roi~gl~ tliese s6rncs \\.it11 
:l S\viss g ~ ~ i t l e  ;incl ple~ity of ice nscs 
\voulcl Ile slou: enougl~, hut to our party 
\vel-e :~dtlecl lift!- luggngc c-oolics carrying 
Ioatls of from thirty to iifty pounds t ; l ~ l i .  

T<csitlc.s tlicst., tlil-ee s1iec.p tl-ot tcd nlo~iff 
l o r i o ~ s l  111i1cI  tlie coolirs, c;\ch 
:~ \ \ . ;~ i t i~ ig  liis tr11.n to Iic. sl;~uxlitcretl i n  
01.t1t.l. t l i ; l t  \\-c. ~ i i i ~ j i t  c~111oy fl.esli ronst 
11111tto1i ;LS 1,11- 111) t11c gl;~c.icr ;IS possil~le. 
\re usr1;llly matle  hoot eight hours' 

1 1 1 ~ 1 1 ~ ~  I l *  O ~ t L ~ l l  cl~\~c.l-illg litilc l - ~ : l l  ~ l i > t , ~ l l L ~ ~ ,  

; ~ l i r l  tIic11 ~ C ~ I - ; I I I ~ I ~ I C ( I  01-i ;I. l ~ - - t  \VC 

c'0~11tl i l l  tlie ;ittc~~rioo~i (111 t r l  > O I I I V  rock 
or gtass Icclgc \\-here \\.c c l1c~:llll]3~cl. 

'Tllc tlil'iicult\. oi gctti~ig tlic men 
t l i ~ -o~~g l i  t\vo \er!- t;ill s6r;ic.s se1~;lritted 
by a l;ll.ge cl-ev:~sse 011 O I I C  ] ~ ; L I . ~ ~ L . U ~ ; L I -  cl;!! 
\v;ls serious, ; i~id \\-c I I O ~  O I I I ~  10,t time, 
but \\.ere tcl-ril>ly cllillccl l)\. ;I colt1 \ \ - i ~ ~ t l  

l -  c 1 1  the glacier. I t  tool: 
%r~rhl-igl;'en ne;l~.ly ;l11 110111. to c.ut n 
g;~llcry  long one of the ice \\.:ills. ;111tl 

i t  \\-;is litter]!. cold sitting allor~t tlie 
frozen shel\-es o n  maci~itosl~cs \\.:iiti~ig 
for Iiim t o  complete his \\.o~-1;. \ \ - ~ I ~ I I  i t  
\v;is i i ~ i i~hvd  ancl \ve lint1 passed tli1-0~1g11. 
t l~ere  \\.;is ;inothc,~- l r ~ ~ i g  \\-;lit \\.hilt- tlie 
coolies \vel-c unlo;~decl ;11icI their j3acl;s 
p;iss""l. For tile couloir \v;ts tor) n:rI-I.o\v 
to ;ltlmit of tlie nicI-1 getting t11rou:;Ii it 
loadctl. 

A ni~rnl>c~- lind joilied 11s o n  the ia~-thcr 
sitlc \v11c11 the slicxcp 11;id 10 tr!. tllcil. 
lucli : ~ t  conq~~t . r i~~: , .  the g;lllc~.!-. Z11r- 
l-rl-igg,rcil stot)(I i l l  tlie ~nitltllc. 0 1  tlic 
pass;igc., olle leg ;~st~-it le t 1 1 ~  ~-rc\-;~*c-. 



waiting to receive tlie fluffy bi~rtlen 
\vliicll 1ic i l l  turn \v;~s to tIiro\v into 
tlie arms of a camp scrvant \v;liting at 
the other entl of the chas~n. The  lirst 
sheep, \\-ell nimecl, reacliecl Zurbriggen's 
arms in s;~fety and co~ltinued its journey 
on to the servant, but the coolie \v;ls less 
s1;ilful in handlirlg the secontl, \vliicli 
instencl of reaching tlie guide fell into 
the crevasse and disappeared fro111 view. 
Zurbriggen, like many Slviss guides, has 
a tender heart for animals and proposed 
that tlie men shoultl lower liinl illto the 
ice chasm. He fou~icl tlie lamb shivering 
and with teeth clintteri~lg, but otllcrwise 
unhurt in the glacial trough forty feet 
below. 

As Zurbriggen was being hauled out 
hy the heat1 man after tlie rescue \ve 
took ;L snap shot nt him ;lncl the coolies 
wntching eagerly from above. 

Tlie n-orl; of passi~ix tliific~~lt si.r;~cs is 
usually overcome 011 tlic lirst part of the 

;lsccnt of a 1,ig glacier. After\v;l~.tls one 
sonietin~es 11;1s a \vllolc tl;~y's m;lrcli O I I  

tlie beautiful ice ri\!er, \vllich is fr;lmcd 
in at tlie sides by sucli precipitous allcl 
\viltl peaks as t l ~ e  Hiafo \Yalhall:~. 

On a g1;lcier lilx the Hi;~fo, in some 
places three miles \viclc, crevasses more 
or less fornliclable in;ly at ally time liilve 
to bc rec1;onetl \vith. They ;ire 11ot 
infrequently a mile long ;intl m;ly or 
may not, as it hal~pens, be sp;innecl, 
when you ~llost dcsil-e, by sno\v briclges. 
\Vlien they are i ~ o t  thus briclgecl t l~e  
caravan has of course to cross ; ~ n d  re- 
cross the glacier, lookirlg for n chance to 
get over or arouncl tlie crevasse. One 
occasion wlle~l I follncl the sno\v concli- 
tio~ls most trying \vas on a ~ililcl mol-~liiig 
after a rather 1iea1.y sno\v f;dl in tlie 
niglit. Zurbriggen I ~ i t c l  just successfully 
cl.ossecl a some\vhat s l ~ ; l l i ~  sno\v-bridge 
sl,n~i~iing a crcv;~ssc \vllicIi \\as c l ~ ~ i t c  
coverecl \vith ne\v silo\\.. 



Tile guitle c;~llctl t o  mc to step lightl\., 
but too I;ito, al;is, for t l ~ e  l~si( lge 

t;lliillg Ine ; L ~ O I I ~  \\lit11 it. \\'c 
weye ropecl ;lntl l l ~ e  g ~ ~ i t l e  011 one sirlc n11t1 
those on tile o t l ~ e r  \villlstoocl lirml! I l ~ c  
Pllll 011 t l ~ c  I-opc, l ~ u t  i t  \V;LS not ~>le;ls;lnt 
;l11 the snlne to l i ~ ~ t l  the m;ti~l p;~l-t of I I ~ \ .  

hotly s\\ilrgillg ill  s1>;1ce ; I I N ~  nl\- ; I I . I ~ ~ ~ ,  

anc l  nccli c.lnI~~tItIc~tI i l l  S: )it c~li~lgill:,r 
SIlO\\-. 

l '  P11s11 O l l t  \ \ , l  t l l  \ -0111-  f c , t s t  ; l l l ( l  ]3 l l l l  

yourself "1' 0 1 1  tllc I . < ) ~ > C ' , "  ~ . ; l l l t ' ~ l  Z11r- 
briggen, i n  his 111o';t cIir.el-y (;c'1.111,111. 

"Very good;"  I rcplic.tl ; 1311t I lnust 
have sornctl~il~g tto pr~sh ;~g,linst :incl i n  
this \7ncr~it\ tllere is no t l~ i l~g . "  
tur11i11g 111y fl11I  ; ~ t ~ c s ~ i t i o ~ i  to  1 1 1 ~ ~  l .Oj3~ '  

2nd h;lring :.l,\. IlancIs 1 ~ c l t l 1  of glovc~s ;111tl 

skin a ~ ~ d  \\.it11 > l l . c~~r lc )~~ \  1 1 . 1 1 1 l i 1 l ~  011 tllc'  

~ ~ I I ~ I ~ ~ I I I ~ I I G  i ~xh l i~~g  of l ~ c l j ~ l t ~ + l ~ -  clis- 
; I ] ~ ~ C , I I . I I I ; ~  i l l t o  l ~ o ~ t o ~ l ~ l ~ ~ s s  :~I> \ - s s .  

.A~~otll~xr ~ I ~ , ~ \ I I S L >  :1\\.:1iti11g t l~osc  \\-11(1 
esl>lol.e ; l s i ;~ ' i  ic-e i i c ld~ ,  \vhi~.h is not 
gl-a~~tctl  to \.i.;itn~-s of the Alctcll :untl 
liliorlc. glacitars. is the c l ~ ; ~ n c e  to take 3 

tit-st j~l~otogr:~j>Il of such n sym~lictric;~lly 
cnmhinc.cl 111nssii of to\\-cl-S : L I I ~  sjiires ;IS 

is seen i n  t l ~ c  r n o ~ ~ ~ ~ t ; ~ i n  \ \ .c. c.111-istcncd 
Rrc-1-1l, 01. , I ~ C , I I I I ~ ; I ~ I I  ( - ~ f  the S ~ I I I ,  so c ; I I I c ~  
;?Ttcr ;l 1nyt11ic:il ~ > r ; ~ l i  in the I i :~m;~y ;~na .  
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\Ye saw it on clear c1;lys when its soaring 
turrets cut the blue bacl;grouncl of an 
Eastern sky lvith sharpest accuracy, 
mal;ing every detail of rock ancl sclirund 
l~isible thoi!sands of feet below, and we 
s;l\v it wheil feathery midsummer clouds 
floated on its rainparts veiling its wild 
chimneys in partial gloonl and massing 
ill iluffy nlystery beliind its xri;ll summits. 
But wlietlier it stood in cloucl or sun- 
shine, I recall it as the  lobl lest rocli 
massif I have seen in any rilou~ltain 
country. 

After ascending the glacier for several 
days we came to a huge snowy basin 
called Snow Lake, surrou~lcled by a line 
of splendid silow and rock peaks. 
Bet~veen some of these on the left side 
\ve wished to climb to the icy Hispnr 
I';Lss, \vllicll we intended visiting for tlle 
pi~rpose of photographing. The  only 
one of the party \v110 hacl ever been 
there before was Z~~rbi-iggen, who had 
descended the p;lss seveil years before 
in a storm, and conseque~itly had seen 
nothing of Sno\v Lal;e except tlie part 
he crossed in n blinding snow squall. 

It was a question up whicll s~lo\vy col 
we sl~oiilcl make our \fray, for there were 
several bearing north-\vest between the 
peaks. Overhanging the lake on this 
side and about five hundred feet above 
it was a ilarrow, roclcy ledge over- 
toppet1 by massive clifls, and beyond 
stretched a snow reach which migl~t be 
the beginning o f  a pass. Zurbriggen 
said the rocks looked familiar, and 
as afternoon wns upon us we turned 
the caravan to~vard them. The  icy 
slopes leading up were very sharp and 
a~~ i -oachab le  only by step cutting. I 
recall feeling giclcly and ill on these colcl 
slants ; in fact, had the first attack of 
mountain sicliness I h;td experienced on 
the glacier. 

\Vhen we reached the ledge under the 
cliffs we were at 16,450 feet, 650 feet 
higher than Rlt. Blanc. It was n most 
glorious point of view, and while we 
waited for the tents to be spread on  
tlie icy surface of the terrace, although 
shivering and longing for hot tea, u.e 

rejoicecl in O L I ~  lonely but grand bivoua, 
wliich for no  price woulcl we have e: 
cl~angecl for the w;irmer, inore nois 
Swiss hut. l11ld welcome xv:ls the lieu 

brought by one of the men who had dit 
covered a buiiclle of faggots stowed awa 
in n cleft of the rocks, left doubtless 1: 
the last visitors seven \-e;irs before. Sill 
now t1i;lt we were on the track of t h  
IxLsswe turned into our tents, after 
lnost perfect sunset " on the stainle! 
ramlxof  hiige Himrilas wall." 

if'e clinibecl the Hispar P;~ss t h  
following clay and secured exceller 
views of tlie magnificent peaks borde~ 
ing it. It was one of those cloudles 
windless days met with by mountailleei 
in every climate. Travellers spc;lk 
the heat experienced at great altitud 
in Tibet, and I can only say that I fel 
as limp at noon at 17,500 feet as I lisv 
felt 011 the streets of New Yorlc i! 
summer. Of colirse the clothing wliicl 
one must needs wear on leaving cam] 
at five it.111. is out of all keeping with th~ 
heat met \\.it11 after the sun is high, stil 
I a m  quite sure that tliinnest cottor 
g;minents rulcl ice cream soda, were the1 
available, u-oulcl be mr1c11 appreciated II 

the middle of the clay oil certain occa 
sions at 18,000 feet ill the Asi;lt~c 
mountains. 

When we had seen all t1i;lt we caiec 
to of the great glacier we secured a nev 
set of men frcm the chiefs of Askole,; 
village in the v;llley of that name, an( 
started for some climbing in a mountail 
chain between the Aslcole and Sliiga 
v:llleys. Having chosen one's mountair 
the next proceeding is to bring th 
coolies aucl c;lmp suc-cessfully throug 
the ascending v:~llqs,  across the tlr 
l>riclged, often - tu~i iul t~~ous i~iount;~i 
torrents and over tlie tiresome slipper 
moraines to a, place for the higher 
possilble canlp. The tent :~ t  ~vnlanch 
C;lmp \\-as i l l  such a spot, and there 
passed the gre:~ter- 1,nrt of a lveek \vhil 
malcing two 1i1-st ascents, the ~ iegf l ie t  
horn and hl t .  Eullocl; I\:orI;man, 15,60 
and 1c),4.50 feet high. 

01112 tliflicr~lty 1s to get the Iiien Iwyon 



1113 \\oocl a11d enc;lmp on or near ;I 
r . glacier. 1 I ~ e y  ;Ire :~l\vi~ys c l i s i~~c l i~~ t~c l  to 

s t ; ~ ~  over~~igl i t  above \voorl ;111tl gri~ss, 
!iln~l \\.Iic~i o ~ i c  c o ~ ~ ~ i d c ~ ~ . ~  tlie l igl~t  f o ~ c l  
the!. e;it ; i ~ i t l  tlieil- insulficicut clothiug 
(311c c;~unot \vontlc~- ; ~ t  i t .  11-11e11 p l ;~ t~~ i i i ig  
the ascent of t l ~ c  Sicgtried Ilol-n \ve 
i\\ishetl to t ; ~ I ; r  tIielii  cross tile g1;lcicr 
seen in the i l lust l- ;~tio~~ to a p l ;~cc  on the 
;ln;iin pc;ik, h ~ ~ t  t l~ey  ~.etusc.d to go. T l ~ e y  
t h ~ e \ v  c10\v11 t l~ci r  1o:icIs ;i11cI p11t I I ~  t l l e i ~  
ihnnds i l l  rill ;~tti(atIc: 131-;1\.c.r \vl~ic.l~ \\.it11 
,these ~i :~t i \ -cs  I I I ~ : I I I ~ ,  l'1c.1se go 1 ~ 1 c k  to  
, the \\.;ll.nl \..~llcy.: " 
, I t  \v;1< ! l o t  <~(~ll1fol-t:ll>le spot \i.llc~i~c~ 
they clitl rl~is O I I  tlic ~l icw-: l i~le-~o~.er~t l  
ctlgc. o f  tllr gl,lc.jc.r., j~l.;! S ; I ~ C  11.c11n tlic 
Iuse of S O I I I V  1- ( ,~ .1 ;  ~ ~ s ; ~ l ; s  th :~t  I;ept (I ) )  ;I 

,~ont i~iuccl  1il .c .  ~i .;torre ; i \ . ; ~ l . ~ ~ ~ c l i c s ,  b t ~ t  
so. 2 2 7 .  . - \ l l ~ ~ l \ l ,  1 0 0 2 .  

iii~isl~ccl \vll;~t \\.ca \\.isl~ecl to (10 ,  ii i t  took 
;I \\-eel;. 

Ho\v nir~c-11 I1c toltl tllc~ll I t l o  110t 
k ~ ~ o \ \ - ,  hut they g ~ . ; ~ s ; ) ~ c l  t l ~ e  iclen ; I I I C ~  

after smootlli~lg up tlie 1no1.,1i11~ :\-it11 
their 11;lncls foi. onr terrts, c.~-;~\\lctl 1111dc.i- 
h is  ~ ~ 0 1 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 5  ~ ~ l ~ l l ~ h ? ~ ~ ~ ' ! ~  ; l l l C I  hilllt i t  i11.e 
tor thcil. evt .n i~~g 111c;ll. l ' l~e  nest t l ;~y 
1vlic.11 \\.C rt-tu1.11ct1 t r o ~ l ~  our iirst ; ~ . ; c c ~ ~ t  
\VC notic-cc1 tl1;~t sc\-e~-~tl s~nnll Iiouses 
l~llilt otlt of I~,ow s t o ~ ~ e s  \\...re ~?ercht*tl 
11p \\-l~c~-tb\.cr ; L  holcl c o ~ ~ l t l  13: found 011 

ice I~i~mnlr>cl;s or :I bit oi nior-;tint., 
;11itl into these  for^^. 01. l i \ x  meli \vt~)uld 
cl-a\\.l ; l t  ~ l i < l ~ t  tl11.1 ,r~,qli ;I c.cs~lll-nl ope~ii  ng. 
. . I I l \ l S  they \\.c1-ca 131-l \tc.ctc.t1 il~olll tl1c 
f r c L l l l ~ J l t  sllo\\.st,,!.ln.; \\.l~ich vi.;itd us. 

: lncl,  ;1lt110,1gh tl~c!- Oitcn c - l ~ ~ l ' ~ ~ l n i ~ l r d ,  
thlt\- \ v c ~  111 t l ~ e  m ; ~ i ~ i  c-o~ltc~~tc.tl. .4ite1- 

\. \; 



the lirst r noun t ;~ i~~  \v;ls concluered we 
wel-c storm-bo1111tl for sever;ll  cl;^!..; ; ~ t  
Av,~l;~nclie Camp. \\'llcn the u.c;~tlicr 
clearrcl t\velve oi the lncn \vcre irltlucetl 
to c;~rry ;L slnall Iat up still llighcr 0 1 1  

to tlie glacier of ;~notlier rnor~~l t ;~ in  we 
decided to attempt. Froni this higli 
bivouac, 17,400 feet, f;t\~ou~.ecl hy good 
\ve;~tlier, we successfr~lly c l ~ ~ n h e d  ;L f ne 
sno\ir peak \vliicli \ve c;~lletl RIt. I311ll(>cli 
\vorl<lll;lll. 

Well satisfied .with securing two 
interesting high peaks within eigM 
days we returned to the Shigor valley 
and-marched to a village at the base of 
a beautiful mountain called Koser Gunge 
on the Indian Survey map. On several 
days' march in this valley in the early 
summer we had watched the mountain' 

Our impressio~i \\.;I\ that this w;ls 
:L Ioiver suuln~it  ancl that the rc;ll p( 
1 ~ y  f ~ ~ r t l i e r  hel i i~~t l .  As w o n  as ~t v 
~x)ssible to  get coolies togell~c~.,  ;, 
leaving ~ L I I -  larger tenth ;11itl I I I ~ ~ ,  
helo\v, \vc welit up tlic lo\ver 5111 

allcl matle ;L caliip at rq,.+oo it 
Althot~gli i ~ t   bout tlic lleigllt of t 
RI;ttterllorn, t111s \v,~s on a con\ enic 
grass}' l cc l~e  \vitli \v;~tcr rulining at I 
mi11tlte5' \v,~11; from the t e ~ ~ t s ,  ; L I I ~  l u t  
we were. to have so good a pl 
thunder, hail, and snowstorms 
stationed there far three days. 
it cleared and we wished to take th 
up a thoband or two more feet 
rocky walls and jagged ar6tes to fi 
higher camp they retused to go. 
much parleying this obstacle was 

ICE CFlAShf A V l )  l'b i l <  Ol'l'o\l l F, 1 1  151' i l ?  1' (FY l .i\r 

rising like a greet gliste~ii~lg d o ~ n c  fl-o~n co111c Ijy ~ c ( l , ~ c i ; ~ g  O I I I  c . i ~ ~ ~ j i  ];it to t 
the valley. ;Lnd c1.c11 the11 our thol~pllts l o \~~cs t  1i111it ; 1 1 ~ ~ 1  l)\. oti'<~l~ill!< ;L ie\ir of t 
tllrllecl to climbing it. lxttel. coolics s ~ ~ l ) s t ; ~ ~ l t i ; ~ l  I j :~l i~hi~l i .  



MOCJN'l'AINEEItING I N  THE H I  hZhLAYAS 

The next l~a l t ,  at 18,000 feet, ~vas 
amorlg the rocks where no one would 
:are to 11ass Inany nights. I,  for O I I ~ ,  

jkpt vcry little arid I could hear the 
coolics talliing or groaning nearly the 
whole night. Leavillg the camp, ~ v c  
started ol'f at 5.30 ".m. t o  see if we could 
find ancl concluer the peal;. After a 
thousand feet of rock gymnastics the 
snowfields were reachcd, There, after 

illcre;lsing, lifted 111y helmet and sent it 
bounding dow~l  the  great snn\vp S ~ ; ~ I I  t s  
ivlrcre i t  was so011 lost to view. I irvorc 
n C ; ~ I  U I I C I C ~  ~t arl~i W;LS c o ~ ~ ~ e q u e ~ ~ t l y  11ot 
tvitllout mine ~~mlection. \I-'l~rle loolii~~g 
o~rt for tlie sul~lnlit, of which notlllnx 
\\?as then to be seen, wc: realised tllree 
tbing.i, i~amuly, that i t  11~ld hecomc vely 
cloucly, was beginning to snow, ancl wiis 
bitterly cold. 13ut we were at a g r a t  

BIEGFRlEDHORN (18,600 FE EX'^ AND $KOR LA {(LYPM) FEEX'), FROM AVAWNCEE CAMP. 

i 
1 asbat  haltfor br&~st,weput onmore altitu&d fe, a d  of 

the better koyvir8tdLnd the wind c a d  b turn haok ualcefi abiKsTivtdf 
bmmo vcr) ..W.. The &h, m W W ~ d g d  oovud, bat with 
&Q & i ~ ~ , e C & , ' b u t  6wr - i r a ~ t ~ e h g  w&m and dQI- 

m red m, ..,.a- 
we ~ W ~ , : ~ - ~ 1 3 d 9  m >'; ;At l&, -g ia * d ae 

wi.itT~ Tiliif a l ~ i i o . - s ~ < , ~ ~ y g , , & ~ h ~ &  qpm M& 4 r tnhhi. sS m rSa% m 
feet t t l r l i ~ c l  , ~ . : ~ t l l c ~  s l ~ \ ~ - ] ~ ,  >;EW tlin~ngh tbe p;rrfe.cl elos~ds :rh:)\-c US 

partic.~1I:1~1~ dce1, flesh snf,\v tllc l?e:l~ltif~~l curled final peak, risillg 
of reccllt ;I~~YIUS ;idcl* trr t l ~ c  dtilic.ull5 of abotxt ~ u o  icct :rl.rtr~c. 
breathnzlg CT~IL* fa ;~liitt~rle. lf'e r;ri$etL :L f d n t  cry of gwelirly: and 

Sudclvl~ly \yilld. \v111~:11 h.td bcrll p u t  UII whitt s l ~ r t  tse  t w r e  rnlnble ofp 
f; G-2 



hIOl?NTAINEERING I N  T H E  HIXIrZII:lYr~S 

for at that height ;mcl in t l ~ e  \virld ;ilid 
storm were nearing thc ellcl of our 
strenpth. I tlon't know Ilow my face 
looliecl lilitler its \\roollen m,~sl<, but I 
recall that Zt~rbrigge~l's face 1l;icI ;I rich 
purple hue and h ~ s  heard was massive 
\\.it11 icicles, ;ilt11011gh lic saicl afte~.\v~~rcls 
he did not sl~ifer from coltl. W e  dicl, 
ho\\.cver, and \\.hen we scacllecl the 
\vincly, icy goal co~llcl 11arcIly e~lcluse the 
cold in 11ai1ds -and feet long etlougll to 
take the necessary observntions. 

Al\\ays on reaclli~~g a11 Alpine sumnlit 

tllc vieu has bee11 nly lirst consicler;ltlo~l, 
hut here it ivas ~ ~ o t ,  for tllc fact tllat l(  

obscured. On ;I clear clay iron1 
Roser G L I I I ~ ~ :  the p r o s l ~ c t  woi~ld I)e 
regal, including, besitles inany others, 
tell of the world's highest peaks. U11t 

to our sorrolv we saw about 500 feet 
below only tlle lolver s~~mnl i t ,  u~liich h;~d 
so attr.ictec1 us from the  alley. I<oI\.- 
ever, all things arc seldo~ll as they sl~oultl 
be, and, glacl to have cli~nbetl a peak of 
21,ooo feet, wc Iiusried clo~v~~\\.nrd as fast 
as weather, sno\v, and rock permitted. 
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