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The subject of n1.y lectlire is Kafiristan and  t h e  ICafir !ocation, 
(lle southern Slopes of H i n d u  Kush.  

Ever sincc Elpl~instone's Mission t o  Peshawnr in  1809, first 
acqllainted with the  existence of this  courltry and people, a c,lrious 

illtcrcst hils prevailed to learn more about  thern, a n d  f ~ o m  time to  tillle 
, l l ~ e r e ~ ~ t  travellers and euqriircrs 11:~ve glven us t h e  bellefit of their re- 
,,,cllcs and views regarding both, Inore especially t h e  people. 

A great. variety of information regerding them is to  be found 
ill tile \vorks of Elplliuslor~e, Burrles, Masson, Wootl, Mollarllal, and 
others, as well as iu the writillgs of Leach, Lrimsden, Rnverty, Leitner, 
Huglles, and others, and also ill t h e  pages of the jonrnal of the BengLl 
Asiatic society. 

~~t up to thc present t ime we  have no account of tIris co11ntry 
,,d its inl,abit;~nts by any European travcller who h a s  -hilnself 
tllem. This defi'ciency is, however, we nlay now hope abollt to  be 
relnedied b! the volunt:~ry enterprise of a n  able and energetic Oficer 
,,,llo ]];IS devotecl hinlselt to the  enterprize ; ancl we may corlfidently look 
fur\vard to the acquisition ere very long of somc v:~luable discoveries 

~nuch interesting informnt~on regarding tI11s very mysterious 
country and people and doubtless wit11 many corrections of our presellt 
knowlefilge about them. L e t  us  accord Najor Tanner  our best wishes 
for 2 saccessful exploration and safe return. 

I said just now tha t  we have no accorrnt of Icafiristan and the 
Kafir by any European w110 has himself visited the  courltry. Nor, 
so far as l an1 aware has any native ant,hor published a I.listory of 
tllcm. There are, however, some brief notices of this people aotl country 

about in the  \vorlts of d ~ f f c r e n t  native historians, and tIley 
arc of inlportauce as  t h e  record of, in several instances a t  least, actual 

to the country ancl aclors in  the  incideuts described, 



( 2 )  

In the " Znfanlkmn Tynln;,i," wllich is a llistory of  t he  conquests of 
tile celebrated "Talnerl;lne," d;rte about the  mitltlle of the 14th cellf,llrY 

I t  is stated that T ~ r n u r  in one llis rlulncrous expeditiolls azaillst 

B;).dalthsllnn, essayed to force his way to I(;Iblll tllrot~gl~ I(:~fil.istYl. 
His ,pass:Lge over the Hinrlll was atteutletl witl~ il~fillite perllsl 

alld It ~ 1 s  with the greatest tli%culty and l lar(~sl~ip tllat Ile penetrated 
to the dark Jwasses of tlie Fariljgnl in the very 11enl.t of the 
nlollntnit~s. He  was hcrc sllrrol.lll(led by tile n:ltivps, allcl so llal(l 

presset] by their fierce assnul ts that I I ~  \\,as lilre to be t~est~.Yed 
\vllole fol'ce, SO nxlrly lllen Jicl ]le lose before, with the remlla1lt, 'le 

asserted his iuviticibility. 



,ndrrrollr to s ] l ~ \ v  be vie\ved merely as  parts  of a former more or less 

\rrjl jffiuell \vllole. 

Tllnt is to say, IG~firistsln is bu t  a portion of t h a t  larger area of 
colll,try \'it11 \vllose s~~sterr ls  of n l o u ~ ~ t a i n s ,  valleys, nlld ri\rf:l,s 

.cil~ll . c,nll,ctcd, ar~tl with the cliln:lte and productions if J l - I l ic~l  i t  slliLl.es 
i t  IS 

o n l l l l o l l   at. Wllilst the  lcafirs, a re  only a portion of tile 
pople of lliat 1;11,ger c""trJ' \\'it11 IvIlom they have a colnraoll o l ig i l l  :,S 

P. vi,lellccd by tiresirnilarity of race of cllaracters, nlanrlers and  cllstoms 
l j  e l l t , , , , l s i i ~ g  the v ~ r i a f i ~ n s  effected by c l~noge  of Guvel.rlment a n d  
d,,,loll), as 1s evidence({ also by tile cogsate  cilamcter of t[le mally 
\viGiy different dialects spolcen by their n u ~ n e r o u s  tribes. Jl,deet! 

tllesc p ~ i ~ ~  ts of d ivtlrgence fl  oln each other  these severn] tri lies 
i u  
cliffer l n o r ~ v ~ d e l y  tllar~ (10 amongst themselves t h e  Cults of ~ ~ ~ ~ \ ~ ~ l l ,  
,j.i,lCs, ~ ~ ~ l ~ l ~ d  a11t1 Scotlalld in our o\vll ~ o ~ ~ n t r y ,  and  especially even 

tllis:  d a ~ '  iu thc different dialects of Gaclic spoke11 by tIlern. 

TO understand my meaning here, it is necessary to remember the 
.,n;ficatiou of the nrords, ICnfiristan and K a f  r, as well a s  tile 

S13 oftllcil. ;,pl~lication to tile co~rl1tl:y ahcl people which tlley a re  :,t tllis 
day ruspectiveiy enlployed to designate. 

1 : ~ ~ f i f l  is an Arabic word, and lnnalls amongst other  siSl;ifications 
,, ~~illgratel' or one wllo contemlls or rejects a preferred benefit, in 
,, one who is u~cy'atefill for favol~rs  c o t ~ f e r r ~ d ,  a n d  &fir  
~ ~ ~ i d ~ ~ ~ t " o l l e  wllo is forgetfill of ~ e r \ ~ i c e s  rendered, &C., But i n  con- 
l l ,c~;ol~ wit11 religion i t  lnenus an '' utlbeliever," infidel." ~~~d in 
,llis lnjt setlse isapplied by Mollammadans to  those who either irldivi- 
dlln]ly or nationally re.jcct their religio11, and t h e  t e r ~ n  gellerally carries 
aitll it a mcauing of scorll or reproach. 

 firista is tan" is a compound term forlned by the  additioll of tl lo 
Persian particle or affix "stun" which denotes a place or titne of tllc 
,bulltlal]ce or plel~ty of a tiling, alld ltleans t h e  " country of the ~ < : ~ f i ~ ~ , ~  
,,tile place i n  wllich they are  i n  plenty or abound above other thirlgs. 

~n~nil iar  examples of a silnilnr constnlction a re  t h e  terms Afgllnnis- 
tbll-the country of the Afgl~arrs, Balocl~is ta~~--of  the  Balocli, Hint lustal l  
,of tne Hindu, Kollistan-HigI11;lncls or t h e  col l~l t ry of moulItilins, 
~~~llistiln-winter, or tile se;Lson or t ime  of cold, Tdbistan-summer, or 
tile seas011 of I~eat, and so on. 

~ l l t  tlic term as cmplyed to designate a c o ~ ~ n t r y  illhallited by 
ir,fidels 11as a more precise m e a n i ~ ~ g  wllich is c o ~ ~ n e c t c d  t h e  ,lvlllina~~ce of Malrammatlan rnle and t h e  sway of IslAu1. A n d  iu tll is 
s p l l ~ ~  tile term is applied only t o  sllch a region as  botil successfuIIy repels 
[lint rule and elltirely rcjects tha t  religion ; and  tllis in c o ~ l t r ~ d i ~ t i ~ ~ t i ~ ~  
10 Ya"Lirta11" tljc L ~ I - ~ I  allich is applied t o  such regiolls a s  repcl tile 
rule but accept the religion of Islam. F o r  ''Yigbi " also is an Arabic 



word and means " a  rebel" or "one who maintains his own will " or 111- 

dependence ; and " Yiighistiin," like the examples just now mentioned, 
is a compouud term signifyino t h s  country of such people, or in other 
words " Independent territor;" 

In fact neither " 13afiristan" nor uYag l~ i s t an"  are 
terms, nor are they national terms in the  sense of' Afghanistan 2nd 

Balochistan. They are rnerely names which indicate the sppcla! 
character, which is both accidental and mutable of the regions to which 
they are applied by foreign and hostile neighbours of the Muharnma(lau 
religion. They are not terms of native origin, nor indeed are thejr 
generally kno\vn to or used by the  people to  whom they are applied, 
although from long familiarity with the terms sonle of the border tribes 
of either region speak of theniselves as " Kafiristani " or " ~agllistani," 
as the case may be, when in cor~munication with foreigners. 

Kaf ristan and Yaghistau then rnay be regarded ss regions, w11ic11, 
in the case now under our consideration, form portio~is only of a more 
extended area known in its entirety prior to  tile i~ivasio~i of Islam 
some other name or names, such as Bak l~ ta r  on the W., Bolor o n  the 
E., Bdakhshan  on the N., and Dnrdistan on the  S. Though 811 these 
cou~ltl.ieS were formerly i r~clucl~d in &firistan, the precise limits 
neither of then1 is now known. B u t  as "Bakll tar  "-the Bactria of 

ancicut history-(and of which Bolor perhaps is only another prongo- 
ciatiol~) is tile most extensive in area \ye may adopt. the name here to 
represerlt the limits of tile country formerly included in J<afiristdn-- 
tha t  1s the network of mountains alld valleys lying between the uPP'' 
Oxus and upper Indus. 

The old names of t he  different divisions of this entensive area are 
not now in use, or even commonly known. I t  would appear that llnder 

the persistent, and for the n ~ o s t  part unsuccessf~l l  assnnlts which 'lave 

been made against this region during the  past 800 or 900 years the 
Muhnlnnladan Governments actirle from the sides of the Rolth and Fe 
South, t h e  old nnnles were discarded and by the ~ ~ l n p r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " ~  
" Kafirlstan. A I I ~  this itself, as tillle wore on and the o ~ ~ t l y l n ~  
came to accept Islam was replared-being no longer app~icable-by the 
llative names of the several districts as they Tvere s u ~ c e ~ + v ~ l ~  either 
subJrlPted to Muhammadan rule or proselytised to that rellglon. 

well The precise limits of the " Bakhtar " country are not nom 
but i t  certainly included that  great boss of lofty peaks, elevated 

plateaux and fertile valleys formed by the ju~letion of 
converging ranges of Himalaya, H indu  gush,  a l ~ d  B o ~ o ~  Tagh O r P a m i r  
range. we Inay reckon 1. Brkhtar Zamin l' to have origindiY 
cornprised all that mouutainous tract drained by the sources of the  oxus 

as far west as Bndakhshan inclusive, towards the north i a n d u ~ ~ r i ~ , ' ~ ~ ~  
little knoyu mountainous regiou drained bv the Kabul and 
-tnbutarles of the Iudus-~owardp t h e u s o u t h a  Towards East 



Skrrio 
be taken as  the  frontier, and towards the  west Panjsbir and 

sijrao. 
i\:earlv :,l1 this wide area during the enl,ly pears of the Jlnllamma- 

dro c,,,,qUEst desisnated " Kafiristall." and  its people c~IIrctive]y 
~af i r . "  ~~t the regloll thus  defiued corltained a numIjer of tribes 

Iffelel~t  nanles, indeperltlent of each other, and nlore or less bearjug !' 
lloslilo I,I tlleir relations. Alld i t  is t h e  same at tlle prescllt day ; but  

tribes--~\zith t h e  exception of one or t ~ ~ o  colonies of 
i l l l r n l g ~ a ~ ~ t s - a r e  all of one and the  same stock, speaking very 

forel, , 

d i v i m l l U s  cognate dialects deliveil f rom tile Sanskrit ,  allij possessing 
COllllllOn etlinol,)gical type as  regards ].ace features, arld hitbits of ] i t e ;  

jlid Illore re!l~al.kable still, clal1:ling a cornlnon desceu t h o ~ n  the  Greeks 
into these parts by Alexauder of Macedon more t I ~ a u  2000 years brot], 

ago. 

several centuries after the  first introduction of Islam, the  
31ullanlmadan arms ~ r ~ a d e  very slow progress into tile Balrhtnr countly, 

h;,\,e not  even yet penetrated illto the  Rolor region on its easteru 
bo,.,jers T I I O I I ~ I I  the Muhnlnmaclan arrrls have been thus  saccessfully 
resisled i n  all the more remote and ini~ccessible districts, the  religion 

less resistable. 

Do\vn to only the other day when they became to  some extent  at 
least ~ ( ~ b u l  1erritor.y 01' Kashnlir territory, as  t h e  case may be, Badakh- 
,hnll alld its border districts of Wakllan, Sllrlgllnar~, Rosll;~n arid Dar\\taz 
-on tile norlh of' Hindu Kush--and Cllitral with Gilgit, Skaldo, Cllilas, 
$,-on tile South of tha t  range-were all  indepedent lit t le states 
noverlled by loc;~l cl~iefs l\v\.h~ ruled a s  hereditary killgs, payirlg tares 
L). uelther to the Hindu nor to t h e  N u s a l ~ n a n ,  and  such is the case wi th  

9ol11e Of tlleln still. B u t  it  is otherwise wit11 their  religion. They have ill long sir~ce been nolnillally hluhalnmadm, ant1 a re  conscqnently n o  
lolrgev " Kafir," nor their country " Kafiristan." Each tribe or people is 
llanled after the country held by it ,  o r  perhaps t h e  connt1.y is named 
af~er the t~ibe. Ally instead of being now called ICafirs they a re  
~;~dakl~slli, Wbkhi, Shughni, Qilgiti, Chitrtlli, BC. according as  they are 
l r n t i v e ~  of Bad;~kllsllan, Wakhan, Sllughuin, &C. O r  wittl reference to 
tlleir free rule tllcy are  called collectively or individually Yag,nl,istani 

"Independell t." 

How Islam has been propagated in  these parts I a m  not to 
say. I t  is a very interesting subject for investigatio~l.  T h e  religion has 
by degrees penctrated iuto t h e  most remote parts  of the co~ultry,  

is slowly even now advancing into t h e  ye t  untouched corner still  
designated " Kafiristan." 

The explanation of t h e  check t o  t h e  advance of Muhainmadan rule 
ill tllis region by foreigners a t  least is t o  be  fonnd i n  t h e  naturally very 
strong and difficult character of t h e  country, coupled with t h e  partiotism 



and. 1)mvcl.y of t h e  natives. Whils t  the  slow adv;n~ce of t l ~ a t .  religion 
s i ~ ~ c e  i t  i1l)l)esr.s to have, in t h e  case of severill intlt2pende11t tribes, btac.l, 
a c c c l ~ t e ~ i  o o l ~ ~ ~ l t i l r i l y  allcl on its o\vn 1neril.s-is to some extent  accountc(] 
for I I ~  t,lle derna~itl  t l ~ u t  I I ~ S  existed f i - c ) ~ ~ ~  t he  first i~i t rodl tct io~t  of Islaln 
illto t l ~ i s  11i1rt of Asia for tile ~ ~ i ~ t i v r s  of tllis territory ss slaves. E'or \ye 

I ~ I I S ~  r ~ : ~ n c n b ~ r  it is ~ l r~ lawful  for M t l s a l ~ ~ ~ i u ~ s  to Ilolcl their co-religio~list~ 
in slavc-ry or t o  sell t11e:n illto s lave~p ,  t h o u g l ~  i t  is allowetl the111 t o  
r e t a i l ~  :is slaves t l~ose  \\rhoin tlley h a r e  acquired a s  inficlels even after 
tlieir s o b s c q n e ~ ~ t  couversioll t o  I s la~n .  

Tlie nn(ires  of tlla ~ n o ~ ~ l l t n i n o u s  region wl~ich  we are  now spe;~lii~); 
of I ~ a v e  been Ile11.l in tile hig!~(!st e s t i ~ ~ t a t i o n  as  slaves a1111 doi~iesti~ 
servants by tile ~ i e i g l ~ b o l ~ ~ . i t ~ g  A l u l ~ a ~ n ~ i ~ s ~ l a n  natiolls from the e;~~,iirst 
t imes of t l ~ r i r  rule in thcse parts, on a c c n u ~ ~ t  of tlieit. Iirnldsolnr fotllls 
and fcsatures, tllcir i ~ ~ t e l l i g e n t  and tractable ~ r ~ i u d s ,  :ind t l ~ e i r  fidelity alld 
devotibi~. 
r--- 

U p  t o  the Litter hnl t of the  1 3 t h  century the  greater portion of 
Baciukl~xl ln~~ ill the  uol.t,ll, :inrl all the cour~ t ry  s o ~ ~ t l ~ w a r d s  clor1111 to tl~e 
p I a i ~ ~  of P u s r ~ P ~ a i  a ~ ~ d  tllc L n g l i ~ n i ~ n  valley, in  far t  do~vri to the  IinbnI 
river in  its C O I I I . S ~  tl11.011gl1 these t ~ o  districts, was included in Iiafirist;~~i. 
At t hc tilnc that  J :~i lgl~iz  K h a n  visited the Peshawar valley s~lcl wintcr- 
et1 in  Swat ,  a b o l ~ t  t l ~ e  yc.nr 12:30 A.  D. these districts mrre occopierl 
1)v F'ersin~~ t r o o ! ~ ,  a1111 it1 tlie 1 ; i t t ~ r  a t  le;rst, \vliicl~ \\.as then callctl 
~ ; v n t i  Giib!i, tlle' " Gabr " or " F i r e  wolsl~ippers  " religion 11~;~s still 
practised by the  ~ ~ a t i v e s .  

They ~ ~ c r c  ca!lecl " Kafir " i n  common ~ v i t h  al i  other  infitlels by the 
~ ~ ~ I ! I : L I I ~ I ~ I : L I ~ ~ ~ I s ,  and also " Gabr " ~ I I  co~~t r i~ t l i s t inc t iun  to tile Hincln and 
Butl11i.jt. Al)d in  t h e  countries f ~ ~ r t l ~ e r  wcst, f'ronl tlle elltire prcdo~lli- 
nauce of inti (lels of this persuasim, tile term " Gabr " callle to  be applied 
by RIul~:~~nrn; i t i : i~~s i n  those p;~l-tu as  a term of abuse to  it~ti(lels of ally 

creed, and i n  tlie for111 of " G a ~ r  " or " Gia11r" a s  some very \~ron;ly 
pronounces it, is still so used b y  t h e  Rlusalmans of Turliey a l~d  

Asia Minor. 

About tmo centuries later t h a n  t h e  ti111e of Janghiz Tilrao the 
Yusufz;~i and hiIi~\llilal~t\ Afghans, who lisd bccn disloclgetl by llle 

G\~ilziiis f1.on1 their s e t t l c m e ~ ~ t  a b o ~ ~ t  tl~t: 11pper coarse a ~ ~ d  sourcl% of t l ~ e  
Tarnak river, invaclzd PesI~a\var  valley tlrroogh t h e  I<l~ybar Pas$ 
and pos~"e"si"g t l ~ e ~ n s e l \ ~ e s  ot the  plain country u p  t o  tile I u ~ l ~ i s ,  drove 
t h e  natives pal tly across the 1nd11s into Cllucll and Pal;li or Hiizbra, nl ld  

paltly iuto the sur l~onn~l iug  hills of Buner a n d  Swat. I11 this e ~ l t ~ t [ ) i ~ ?  
t h e  t\ro tribes acted toge t l~er  aud s l~xrcd  tlic conquest in  proporticl1f to 
t l ~ c i r  ar~tncrical strength ancl line of opcrnt,ions.--tl~e h l a l ~ t ~ ~ a ~ ~ d s ,  11.o111 

t h e  J;~lla~l;ibad side, get t ing t . l ~ e  llilly t ract  wl~icll  t l ~ e y  ~ i o w  I~olcl b ~ t \ ~ e e u  
tlie l(itbu1 and Swat  rivers, and tile Yusufiais t h e  p l ~ ~ i n  cot~ntl]~ from 
t h e  Swat  and  Kabul rivers to  the Iudus. 



The history of tllis migration E:~st l~~nrcl  of these powerfrll nn(l im- 
portant At'gllan tribes is tlt.scl-ibcd i l l  detail  in llle T ;~~ . ik l l i  J ~ I I ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~  of 
1<llkIsl~hAl Khan ,  l i l l a t ;~k ,  i11:tl sorue ful,tlier ~ L C C O I I I I ~ S  of it  are corltninetl 
ill tile Mellloirs or Tilzkil-a-i-hlil~uutl l j ; ~ r \ ~ e z ; ~ ,  null also I t\lillk i l l  

'I'brilt hi Gllzicln." E'roin tllese :lntllori ties it  is g ; ~ t l ~ e ~ ~ o t l  tlr:\t tkLe 
Yllsul'z;~is 011 first n.r.~.ivnl four111 Pesl~;~\var-nt tlr;~t tillle c:rllell B ; ~ v ~ i ~ ~  
ill tJ\e posession of tile D ~ ~ l a z A k  people, who wit11 t h e  Afridi,  ERE^ 
jVaziri, hlarlg:ll, ~ l l a t a l x  otll~tr c o p ~ n t e  tribes, we1.e cl;\sxed a s  
P;ltllalls of the Iiarlnnri division, ant1 distiiict Fro111 tile Afgllnns. Tllesc 
~;,\;lziilr had beeri co~lvartetl t o  I>~;LIII in t h e  time of b1,lalr 1rll1(1 cif 
Gllnzlli, and rave  tha t  collqlleror a scrollg coritillgeut of t l ~ e i t  cianijlrlen 

a. 
for  llis carapargn against Sonlnht. 

I t  appears that,  they werc for :L long time a powerfnl and impor- 
tallt tribe b::t they sul)seqnc~l tlv b r c : ~ ~ n e  \\leak tllrorlg!~ illtern;~l t1isst.n- 
siolls, :ultl were now wlle~l t h e  Yu.zllfz:ii cirllic ag;lillst ( I l en~  easily de- 
fcate:l nut1 drivel) across t h e  Iilt l l~s. But tllis CliJ not linisli tlle J'usuf- 
z;li couqumt. 011 tlle colrtrt~ry the  new conlers c~ltel.ecl ~rpon a very 
t,roui,lo~ls time with tlle tlisposs~~ssed rr:ltivcs aud tlleir " Iiilfir " brctilern 
in the Ilills. circlillg t h e  ~lortlleril  borders of their new couqnest. 

For twellty years a colltinnor~s \val.fnl.e nns wi1gc11 agniust t l ~ e m ,  
nllll fillally tlle victolions Afgll:tns-the Yusufzais on olle side ant1 t l ~ e  
ll;~\~m;t~\tls on the other-eitl~er by  tire subjugation or explllsio~r, with 
Ilcre a1111 tllero s o ~ i ~ c  ext,errllil latio~r, 'd the  ~lativcs, fbriil(l ~lielnsel\~c-s in  
i~ossessio~i of t l l i~t  extc~nsive monrltaill regior~ \vliicll tl1c.y rlow Ilolc! from 
tIrcIntI~lsto the S w ; ~ t  nucl Panjkorn rivers as  conccrlls t l ~ e  Yusufzai 
hol~ticr arlcl Sn.nt to tile [iabul river as corlcerus t h e  RSall~nn~l(ls. As t h e  
.Afi:lrillls \)J' (leg!-ec:s atlra~lcetl illto the  Ilills, so tlle Kniir natives retired 
bclore tl~elrl illto tile n1ol.e i~lnccessible fss tness~a ~r t l ~ c i r  rnountnins. 
Ilerc ancl tI1el-c sorlle s l~lnl l  nnti isoltLted c o ~ ~ ~ . : ; ~ ~ r ~ r i t y  got s u r r o u ~ ~ ~ l c c l  and 
n;is eitller clltirclp t ~ ? r t e ~ . u l i ~ j ; ~ t c ~ l ,  or subj l~g;~tc(I  to sla\.cry, 01. g r ; l n t ~ d  

A3 llle Y~lsnfznis worker1 ~ r p  from t h e  plain illto the l~ i l l s  of Enncr  
Sant, all(! E;lj;i\vnl., so tile Mal~ri~;rllds wo1.1retl tlleir \ v ; I ~  into t h e  
G;nltlhQr Ilills-f~,orn t \ \ e  Ju\lali\bad valley or1 olle side tlle ICIlybar and 
f1.0n1 tlre D i ~ ~ ~ c l z a i  valley or1 tlic otller side-tlle I h f i r  re t rc ' a t i~~g  l~eiore 
IIlcul to tilcir prescrlt, j lli~ccessi ble seats. A ~ i d  so tllc col11111.y was 
elcnred of t l ~ c  ~rntives wllo Ilall llcltl i t  from very t.elnc:e tillles, alld IV:\S 

~~eulilctl by Ilew con~crs  n~llo call tlielnsclves " Earl1 Israil " aud  co~rsicler 
tllcl~lselves a peculiar people. 

Fur a lorig seril?s of ye t~rs  nftcr tlie Afgllan conqrlest Ashretli i n  
tllellirectioll of Cllitl.al allcl Pnslrllt i n  t l r i~t  of I<u~rar, with Asmar 
nli{lway \,ct\veell t l l e ~ u  \\,el.e tile Iiafir or~tposts  agnillst tlle Afghalls, 
""1 tlllrugll t l~osc c l i s t r i c t s  Iiave 1 0 ~ 1 ~  sirlce ;~cceptet\ Islixm alrd p a s s d  
O!lt of tire l i ~ ~ ~ i t s  of L<;~fil.ist~ll, t l ~ e s e  towns are  still the  principal p!;lces 

~ l l i ~ l l  i ~ t ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  is carried on wit11 t h e  Ki~fi : .~ by the  inter- 



vention of their brethern and compatriots who have been converted to 
Islarll, ant1 are  know11 by the significant appellatiori " Nimcha" or Half 
aud Half," that  is Musa l~nan  lcalir." -- . . 

--W 

By t l ~ i s  cor~qrlest of t h e  Afghans in t h e  1 3 t h  centilry, which was part 
of thilt conlbi~~ecl rnovement of Afghan tribes f r o ~ l ~  Ghor set ou fbot 
by Sl~al~t ibuddin Gllori, as  a means of r n n i u t a i ~ l i n ~  Iris power over 
Hintlustar~ by t l ~ e  aid of t l ~ e s e  warlike military colo~~ists.  By lllis 
conquest tllen, the  territories of Buner ,  S w a t  nntl Ea,ja\\~ar \\,ere 
brougllt under t h e  sway of IsIal~i  aud I IO  Iorlger were i~lcluded in Knfir- 
istall. A t  what period or i111cler wllat circ,lmstnuces t l ~ e  other portiolls 
of tile Bolor territory exclusive of course of cIie present Iiafiristan arere 
convertecl i t  is not easy to  say. 

T h e  western borders of t h e  country, t h a t  is t h e  districts n~:lrclli%! 
with the I(ab111 l i~n i t s ,  \Yere very probably early c o ~ ~ v c r t e d  to Islalllj 
b u t s o  la te  :,S tlre close of the  1Gth cerltllry the  eastern districts of 
B:~rlaltl~sl~an, ~ ~ n ~ r ~ e l y  W a k l ~ j ~ ,  S I ~ u g h r ~ d n ,  I ~ O S ~ I ~ I I  ant1 Darwiiz, togetller 
wit11 all tllc c o t ~ ~ l t r y  So i~ thwarJs  as  f a r  as  tile Atgllau lilrlits in Bllllcr, 
Swat  allcl Bajawar were inclnded ill Xafir is tan.  

Since tha t  period, however, a very considerable portion of this ex- 
te~ls ive area, the  g r a a k r  part of it ill fact lltlS Islnm, an11 tllrowll 
off t h e  nalrle Rafiristan. T h e  conversioll, however, is more nollli!lal 
tll:ln real, ancl is cl~aracterized by a very Ilotewo~,thy disl~ro~~rtlP!: 
bet\\veeu tlre two couflicting sects of tha t  betwecn the "sllllnl 

and the  " 8llia"-tl~e ortl~oclox ancl the  Ileterc)tlos c t~arc l~es .  Tile tr ibal  
cllief.; ancl gelltry are  every \vllere 'L S l l l l l l i  \vllilSt t l ~ e  C O I ~ I ~ I O ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ Y  
serf population are  everywllere Shian-tllat, is to say tile mnsLcrs U' 
ortt~odon and t h e  serv;,nts a re  heterodox. Tllis is a, very rcl l~i l~I{~~l '  
fact, a ~ l d ,  c o ~ ~ s i d e ~ . i r ~ g  the  circumstauces of t l lc  case, appears to 1ll"lo 

llavc been porposcly brollgllt about  i n  tile jutcrests of tile slirve trade! 
for a'i 1 n l e ~ ~ t i o ~ ~ e d  arvllile ago, the of this region I~ave, fro'" 'l1' 
earliest trilrles of tlic M u l ~ a l ~ l l ~ ~ , ] ; ~ ~ ~  rule ill tllese part,s, beell, lliniily 

esteelnecl and much sought af ter  a s  sla\~es, alld ; ~ s  a, lnatter of fact tlley 

Ilava for Iona ce i~ ta r ies  past stlliplieJ tllc slave 111c~rl~e~s of l"bll" 
Bukbara and  klr iva wit11 the i r  Elluiccst speeiareo~. 



,, Sunnin  creed is that  of t h e  master class i n  this region and the ,tshia 
thi,t (11 the servant class. Tile distinction 11as been ul ldol lbtedly 

by the for~rrer in  their owrl iuterests, for tlley are  practically 
kept U P  . p l o v l d ~ r s  of tile Centr:ll Asia11 Slave markets rvith their olvo 
subjects au'l co~llltr.yn~ell on tllis side. / W  t h e  Sllnlli T l l rko lnans  
are on tile other with the  Persian " Sllia" of their hunting eXpe~itions. 

 hi^ ~ l range  of religion has no doubt  worker] a considerable 
ne il l  the 1n;rnners alld crlstolns of the convert.e(l tribes but this is clran, 

so ,,.,,!t one might expect, i* in 1,e:~lity uf i r n p o r t : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Inore in  
a y u l l t l n ~  ~ h a n  in a merely religious sense, fur howerrer llolllinal the 
,onversioll  'nay be tile ~".ofesiing tribes a re  none the less sec,lrt.ly 

i n  the cliurcll of Muiial l~~llad,  apostacy fro111 whicll is promptly 
punished wit11 death. 

~ ~ s t  of the former Kafir tlibes who have thus, during the  
of tile last 3 or 4 t l u ~ ~ d r e d  y e w  becolrle converted to IsIarrl llave llot 
tllerefore 10" their independellcc sucll as  it  is. They are  still governerl 
by tllcir native chiefs, alld though their tendency is to confedertLte with 
Slates IlrOfessing tlle f t~ i th  of their adoption t h r y  are rlevertllelpss 
ext re lne ly  jenlons of any irlterference with their iutlependence, a l ld  
to thepresellt time, wit11 few exccptio~ls, they have sllcceedetl in preserv- 
ill, tire inviolability of their mollntain 11ornes. It is in consrqtletlce of 

sttitl~tIe of iritlrpendeilce alltl conserv:rtis~n that  they are 
by ~ ~ \ ~ a n l l n a d ~ ~ l  n ~ i g h l ~ o ~ ~ r s  " Yaghis t i~r i  " or people of a Yagllistan," 

that is ~ l l d e ~ e n d r n t  'L'erritory," for having accepted Islam tlley no 
fi Khfir," uor tlleir c o u ~ ~ t r y  " Kafiristau." 

And this brings us  to  t h e  t rue " Kafiristan" and l' KefirV of the 
nresellt d;ty T procee'l to spe;rk of the  country first. Compared wilh its fornler extent the Kafiristan \sle now have to deal wltll is very 
small country being only about  150 miles i n  length by about 50 or 60 
i n  breadth. 

Its boundaries may be  taken as  t h e  H i n d u  Kush  the  north, 
iuclu,ii~lg both i f s  northern ancl southern slopes, from Lutkoh 

the east to the F a ~ k j g a l  valley or  the  rauge separatinrr it froln 
punjsllir on the west. 

The Chitral river down to Chaghansarae or even Kunar on the East, 
forms tile lirnit i n  that  direction. 

The Sonthern bollndary may be  defined by a line from Dnrra 
Mur on Lhe east to Tagao or1 the  west, all a l o n ~  t h e  hill-skirts nortll 
o f ~ l I S ] ~ " ~ : l n  ar~tl across the  several vnllies operllng illto the basin of 
the Kabul river. Whilst on tlie west i t  is bounded by tile Nijrao and 
Pal~jshir vallies. 

Within tlresc limits the  length of the country lies obliquely from 
N. E, to S. \V., slid its greatest breadth is due Eas t  and west across 



i ts  central part. T h e  117holc area is  monntninous, and flirrowed by a 
snccession, of' long \ \ f i~ ld i~rg  valleys, encI1 O F  \\fllicli l ~ n s  its own s~slelfl 
of brancl~es and glens r c ~ m i f ~ i l l ~  i l l to  tile recesses of the ~llon~~tnil~s, 
where they are  m e w  torrelit gllllics fl;L1llced by cliffs i1lld 

ellcumberctl by 111lge ~ O C I ~ S  n11cl bo,llders. A s  these. torrent :rllllies 
expand into glerls they form sheltered Ilooks and  c o r ~ ~ e r s ,  and ~~resellt 
slnail su~filces of level g r o ~ ~ n c l ;  anil lower do\\l~l wlrere the glens 01)etl 
into lhe  main valley tllere :,re llcre all,j tllcre stretclles of ~'lnill 
rneaclo\\r land, b u t  tlrese are  ecerywlrere ~r luch  eucr.oaclletl upon by tile 
sprll'3 projectillg from thc llills 011 eirk ler  siclc. S o  nluch so tllilt nry 
i l l f o r l l ~ a ~ ~ t ,  a native of t l ~ c  countl,y fronl lloln tllis descriptioo is derived, 
dezlares tha t  there is nuwhere room el;ougIl  to  a I~orse. 

T l l e ~ e  main vallies a n d  their  glens a re  ille seats of the hnbitatiolis 
of tile ~lntivc.;, and  each valley is separatecl frolil i ts neiglrbour IJY an 
imp.lssi~ble ~ l l o n u t a i ~ l  ridge, so tllat t l l c  people of one vi~lley are clltoff 
fro111 free eonlmunica~ion \\.it11 those of tire adjoining ones, lleuce 
tlleir peculiarities of In~rguage arid InnonerS. 

There are  forir such main vallies, of is n?~llost entirely 
occupied by t h e  bed or c11;~lln~l of a collsjderable river. Tlre IarFst 
of tllcse is called '' IZa~nde~Il ,"  a l l d  its t r ibutary v:tllies and glells 
colnprises nea14y ball' the a rea  of tile country. I t  is dr:litled by ''le 

Ka l l l :~  river w11icl1 joiris tllat of Cllitlal near the tolvn of I(ullar, is 

t i le  ollly t rue Kafiristi~rl coulpletclg illaccessible to  s(ranger% Yol' 
ot:ler valleys wl~icli  drain illto llle lcabul river t h e  Alingnr, Ali~llallgl 

'rag20 stre:~nls are, i n  tlleir lower p l . t s  least,, ill nlOre oriess 
fret: colllmu~rication witll tllc neig\lbo,ll.ing ~~llam111a(l.21] trl!rS' 
EspecililJ' in case of ~ s l l p i d ~ i l ~ m  ;lrld FaKljgal the  people of "I"ch 
a re  now inostly Ni~nc l la  M~aull l lulIs ,  ;lnd wlt l l  t l ~ c  adjuinirlg vallles 
Nijrag aud Ya~r j s l~ i r ,  furtllcr td tile s rz  ilicl~~dcd i~ 
Icollistar~ of K:rbul. 

. t Tilefie rivers during t l l ~  summer  season become swollen to 
torrcnt,s from the  lneltillg of tile s l l o w s  t h e  lligllcr ra~rg'.s, alld 
a t  tillles imj~asrnble for days raoetllcr in  b i l e i r  l o w e r  courses, \vIle" u"'I~' 
orclinary cil .c~~mstauc($s th t ry  arz u s , l a ~ l y  crossetl ulloll illflatet1 skins, Or 

"'"""~"ts " blt)\v~i ou t  \ \~ i t J~  J-Jjnller ill tile valleys and i n  
glens tile llanoi\lrr streams a w  eroisrd by rolle bridges Or by 
l a i ~ l  acroSS holn rock t o  mck as tile c:lse Illay be, rrlllcll in the 
fas"iolr as  ill t h e  mouutaiuoas parts  of Kashmir territory. 

Ttle nlounlains of Rafil.istnn a r e  dcscl.ibud as  ext~.enlelJ' and 
even " ' ~ e d ,  :lnd forming a11 i,ltricate set\\rt,rk of spurs, n~noll:" tvllicb 

people of l h s  c o ~ l ~ ~ t r y  s o ~ l l c t j ! ~ ~ ~  lose themselves. I ~ " S P " ~  
adjoin- ever, t i l~ l t  they rlo not  m~lcl,  (lirCr in gel l~~l .al  character from "le 

l"g nloal~taillous d ~ s t r i , ; ~ ~  01 ~ a s i l l l l i r  territory, t r a c k  wllicll are 
entirely uu!<uown to us. 



~h~ higher moulltains sllch as Hindu l i~d itself, and the 
spurs p lOjec t i~~g from it, clre corel'e(I with [lerpvtual sl~o\vs, wllil,t 

L , , I J ~ J ~ . J  het~vec11 them, at l e l s ~  0. the ~ c ~ ~ ~ t l l e r ~  slope +lle ~l~~ lllghest llills near tlle snow are said t o  bc bare of  trres, 
as ,,,t of the spurs \vhicll terminate I I ~ O I I  the lll;tin 

,, vaIIies of the Kabul arlcl Chitral rivers ; but the itltermediate lIills are 
as covered with dense forests amongst the tree. of wllich are 

,e\,aral kinds of pine and the Deodar ccdar. 

lt would appear in fact that tile interior of  the country in its 
genenenl cllaracter~ much reselllbles i.e see in tile rallies on tile 
nol.t~i 

west of the Icaslinlir Basin-1 mean the TVsclllwan, sind 
and Lnlib va~~~es-wi th  ~ l l i c l l  it  is 011 about the salue degree of latitrl,le, 
a,d like ,,rhich it pr~~ir lces  the same sorts of frnit ancl crops. the ynllies Of 1cafirist:m are forlnd the walllut, apple, pear, plum. and 

trees incIi~cIing tlle chcrr.~ and diospyros, wIii1st tile vine abounds 
ercly '"here botI1 in tile ~vild cult.ivilted state. Wille is one of tile 
rod,lctlons for mllicl~ Icafiristall is celebrated, arid its people l l ave  lollg 

bell , l o t l l ~ i ~ u ~  for the free t l l q  nlake of i t  as all oriljllary d,.illk. 
blal,y y O : ~ r ~ g ~ ,  when :lttacllecl to tile Corps of Gnitles :it blartlnn, I 

PI 
eyed two n:ltives--one Swat and th.! other of Jsllalabad-, to travel 

in lcnfiristan for the prlrpose of b r i ~ ~ m i ~ l g  llle iuforn~ation regardillg its 
? .  

countrS and alld specimens of ~ t s  productions. One of on 
his return anlongst other t l l i n s  broll~ll t  me a loaf of mulberry bread 
and tlvo bottles of wiue. The latter was in leather bottles cRllcd '(kllig; 
,,1,icll were very much of the size ant1 shape of the caoutclluc llot-wnter 
bags see in clleulists sllops, tJ)011g12 t l ~ e  Ieathcr was IiIre tllnt o f  an 
or~innl.y rnasack. The \\line vras of t\lro kinds, white and red, or rather 

was of the colour of cllnblis, and tlie other of MmsiLIn. ~ ~ t h  
specimens were turbid and llluch alike in taste which was no 

in,;t;llg, TO me the taste was like that of bad Saatcrne with an extra 
of inkiness. Altogetller there was a crudity of flavour and rouVh- 

,,ess wllich suggested tlle idea of inlperfect fermentation, tllough 
liqllor \\,as trot wanting in strerlgth, and I donbt not a tumbler full of it  
would to make one conltortably fucldled barring of course dis- 
agreeable conduct on the part of the ston~nch, but 114th the Hafirs, pro- 
bJnbly, tIlis long sutkrir~g orgibn has, been schoole:l into c o l n l ~ l ~ i ~ ~ ~ t  
bellavisnr. Ally how it ought to be, for if the wine is not enorlgll 

try its temper tho mulberry bread most certainly is. Indeed this is 
freely confessed by those who use it, and uulike the vine prolonged 
use does not conduce to a better agreement. 

The specimen of mulberry bread bronght to me was a heavy, 
(lorrgh IiIte Iurnp of dirty brown stnff iu the sliape of n dutch cheese. 

\r.as composed of d ~ i e d  mulberries coarsely ponr~ded and firmly corn- 
pressed into a tough cake, and had a sweet, mawltish taste. 

A sort of stuff of ~vhich a very little woulcl go a great way with one 
strange to the diet. It is a common article of food with the poorer 



classes during t h e  long winter months, and  is said t o  produce various 
disorclers of t h e  digestive apparatus, which even t h e  wine fails to correct. 

Cultivation of the  land owing to t h e  n n t r ~ r e  of t h e  country is very 
imited, bnt every a v a i l a ~ l e  bit of ground is taken adv:~utage of alld 
carefully terraced int.0 narro\v s!ips of fielcl ag:~inst the steep hill sl(1pes~ 
much a f t x  the fashior? of wllat we see i n  tllese bills, or more elilboratel~ 
in  those of Little Tibet. Tillage and field work gener;~lly is for the 
most part c;~rricd on by women, and t h e  task is rather  a laborious one) 
t h e  soil requiring n111ch preparation and  libel.al manuring. W e r e  
t h e  surface admits of it, arid this is generally t h e  case in the lo\vtr 
valiics, the pl~luglr is usetl, :tnd a c c o r d i ~ ~ g  t o  solrle accor~nts women are 
not llnfrcqnently conpled with the  oxcn, but  ttlis I suspect is a libel 
on ttle gallantry of the Kafr." Ally llow let us acl;nowletlge that 
h4 deserves the npprobrious I1:Lme by wllich h c  is known shorlld \le 

really be guilty of sucll very brutal  t reat~rrent  towards tile sex. *I1' 
real state of t h e  case appe;lrs to  be t,his. lnen are  so constant1~ 
engaged ill figllting, either anlongst therrlselves or agni~ls t  neigllbour 
t r i t e% and i t  is nece.i$ary for  to  he so const;~ntly on the 
against surprise by the  enellly t h a t  they a re  reqllired to  devote the" 
whole time to t . l~e prime Outy of self (Iffence, hence t h e  onus 
dolllestic duties, but11 I ~ o l ~ s e  ;Lnd field, is delegated to t h e  women. B1lt i t  
is uot to be  st~pposetl from tIlis tIlat t I ~ e y  are  habitually treated as 
drlldges or on a par witll their  owrl domestic cattle. Rather tl'eJ' 
sllare \\,it11 their lords t l ~ e  Irnrds\lips of tlleir colnlnorl lot in l i fe  as 
"ell as its pleasures, and the  divisioll wi:l, on exa l~~ina t ion ,  be faun d 
not t o  be an 11uj11st one. For if  the t i m e  of t h e  Inen is frilly taken 
'JP will] warlike o c c ~ l p v t i o ~ l ~  attelllion t o  t h e  s,lbordi!lsle arts 
c"rPelltrJ', slllitll work arlrl I1ons(? b t~ i lc l i l l~ ,  anti so fortll, i t  1s no great 
harJ~1lipt and fnr l ~ n  ;L s i p r  c~egr.l(~;ltioll if  llo,lsellol(l d ~ t l e s  and fieJci sllcll as l.\lis is :ul:ollgst t l lcm be left to tlle wolnen, tl'"e 
Is P ( ) ~ n ( l  fur snpposirlg thar, t l rey on tllr:ir p:rrt collsidt.r thems('Ives 

treated, arld t l ~ i s  I tllink \\fill becolne apparent when I 
to describe the mauners and customs of tilis people. 

principal crops raised i n  I(afiristall a l e  wheat  and barley, 
and I1ltlian corn. Rice is also cultiv:Lte,l i l l  t he  lower valleys. 8"" in 
:)e 'nore elev:rted glells \vllelc cc,rll is raisecl wit11 difficulty tl'e 
. Amararlth" or "cock's ~ 0 1 ~ l b  is Cllltivated hr its SCCll which 1s b r " ~ " ' ~ ' ~  
Into meal uset1 as a bread stuff. for \\.illter rise. Beside? these ''ln 

Cr"~fl l le  Iiafirs subsist, Inrgcly on cll.iL-d fruits, srlcll as  the walnuts' 
a l l l loads~  i lpric~ts, mulbrnies, pillanut,, kc. +,ogotIler wit11 tile pro(luce 
t'lrir cattle ~llcl1 as n ~ i l k ,  cllrds, clleere, and glli, and they eat 

of flesh without any pro\libition o f k i l l ( ] s ,  t l l o ~ ~ g h  fislls fo\v's~ 
'lJd are llever eaten. ~ l , ~ i ~  dolncstic allil,,nls are  the as 

'he n*i:llbollrillg coulltrics, ivitll tile ercelr~ion of the 
a n d  came1 "llicll are ~ l l k l l ~ ) \ ~ ~ ~  in tile nlore i r rncces~ible  the 

. 0 up011 
ln tenur~ ollly rarely Illet \ v i t \ l  i l l  t i le l u l V e r  borderlll, 

aud Cllitr.1. Tiley possess great l lunl ten of CO\YS a"" slleeP 



*llo princip%l wild aninlals of the  country are the bear, leopard a n d  
wolf w i l l l  llle fox and other sllcll .~li~llals. 1 1 1  tlrs llills are bull(/ 

and parkllor,  the  musk deer and a species of wild sllecp prl,bably 

Ovis hnllllon The  cun:mon ]]ill moukey is also met iVitL on 

rangges- 

These (letails give us  a tolerably fair itlea of the allimnl and ,,c,oeta 
ble prdocfions of Kafiristan. T h e  geulogy of t l ~ e  e o ~ ~ n t r y  is not so well 

k l l o \ \ f ~ ~ .  Tile main ranges are  probably of g!-at~it,e overlaid by var ious  
metalno,.pllic strata. such as  gneiss, anrygdaloicl tr;tp allcl slate, ,\,ith 
scllists, alld shales, whilst sandstones ancl l i lncsto~~es probitbly 
tl,e lesser r i , l g ~ ~ .  From a descriptioll I have received of tire rocks on 
tile top of a h111 on t h e  eastern border of h e  country I corlcludo 1 1 , ~ ~  
are granite. They are said to for111 tile circul~lfererlce of a lalce silrlated 
on [ l l e  top of a mountaiu ricige the  far eud of wlrich is occllpied by 

a glscir. 
~ ~ l ( l  is snid to be  fo!llld in the country, but apparently in no great 

,lantity, wi~iist nothing 1s l~uo\vn  of its other rnincr;~I wealtll. rII some 
qll,S Of  the country li~ll(islips are  of very c,mrnorl occtlrrellce, and i t  i s  Zd that occasionally tile llarr()\vel glells are quite blocked by l,lnsses 
,,f fallell  rock; whilst nlar:y of tile hill patlls are  xt  all tillles dangerOllS 
from the rolling debris of t h e  bouudillg riclgrs ~ v h i c l ~  is set in l l l o t i o n  
by t l , e  or rain or t l l ~ .  passage of  some \vild allinlal. Tllis is elltirely 
independent of the enl.tllql~akes, wllich too are  of frequellt occrlr,.ellce, 

someti~ncs very violent in  their action. Frotn this description of 
observecl in  intr.riol. of Knfiristan it  wollld appear 

tllat part of t h e  country is similar ill its pllysicai cllaracters to 
tllose parts of little Tibet  or Latlalc in which the lrke accideuts are 
obsel.vetl to OCCU'., ill Some parts of the  Dras and Nubra valleys and  
their accessory glens and gullies. 

With these data  to  go  upon me may fairly conclude tha t  ICafiristan 
in its plly~ical ch:~l.acters resen~bles that  tract with wllich 
are fanlilinr where t h e  Kaslllnir country joins that  of LatIaI<, tl lollwh of 
course on a sn~al ler  scale. I n  this vie\\, of tlrr case tl:e soutllerll p:,.tion 
of Kafiristan \will be forest region wit11 fertile v:rllies and slleltered 
glells, wliilst the northern \\'ill be a glacier regiou with narrow iullospi- 
table defiles and inaccessible S ~ O \ V  bo i~od  gullies ant1 ridges. 

And this view is supported by what we are told of the climate of 
the coulltry. In the  lower vallies the  ivir~ter, thor~gli severe, is llnrdly 
rinorolls, and by no n m n s  longer that] ordinary ; wlrilst the  spring and 
a$anln are delightfill seasons; wit11 all interver~i l~g sulllmer tile heat of 
wl l i c l~  is a t  times actually complained of ss oppressive. 1 1 1  the higher 
and Inore northerly parts of the country including the Hindu 
itself the case is different. H e r e  there are  propelly only two seasons- 



winter ant1 s ~ ~ m ~ n e r - t h e  a i ~ t r ~ l u n  and spring being of very short (lura- 
tion ancl q~~icltl;! passing illto tllc lotrger se;Lsou each respectively llcralds- 
In  tlrese parts the  ~ i l l t e r  arrtl sullllner lssts fully five montlls and Is 
during 111ost of tlre tinle a rigorous season, tlle people as  a rule being 
shut 1111 i l l  tlrcir Ilorlses for half the time. Tile sllrnrner too is eqllall~ 
severe ill i ts owl1 \\lay, t h e  sun's rays b~ .a t , i~ \g  int.0 t h e  decp and Ilarro'V 
defiles wit11 a, forca which is oppressive allcl qu i te  ellougll t o  brown the 
skius of tile natives. 

W e  now pass to  t h e  Natives t,l~en~selvcs-to t h e  " Knfir." I ex- 
plainecl a t  the  olltset what is the  rnoalling of tile terrn and how i t  came 
t o  be applied to the people, or ratIler peoples, of wI~orn t l~ose we are 
now thiuking of form but a very i l l ~ i ~ ~ ~ i f i ~ ; ~ ~ ~ t  fraction. However con- 
venient the terlrl may llnve bee11 t o  tile Mollslnln:ldans wllo applied 
it, guiltless as they have allwags proved of any  \ \~cakr le~s  for archaiologl- 
cal or etllnoiogicnl p;ltronage, uot t o  I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ I , ~  t!lCir tlepth of guilt in the 
opposite (lir~ction-and however applicable i t  lnxy llave been to the 
relative colltlition of the people tlllls vilifie~l-thollgh un1ln~pil.V for 
thernsclves they \\-ere either ignorant of or inclifYel.ellt to  the true import 
of the terlrl and tlle corlseqlleuces of its o\vncysllip. However conve- 
nient and applicable, I say, the herln I(alir" may have been as a 
designat,ioll for this people u n d t r  the  cil~crllllstnuces of tlreir situntion 
wit11 respect to the d o ~ a i n a n t  b l l ~ l l i ~ n l ~ ~ t l ~ ~  llatives t h ~ ~ t  llad sprung IIP 

around tllem, arid fl?rlced ther~n ill in tllcir illaccessible rctrcats an1ongst 
tile nlo~lntaln filstnesses of their llative couutly \\.itll a I.illg of impla- 
cable enemies, i t  does no1 i n  any 12,ay help us to a kllolvlcdge of ~ v I ~ o  
they are, or ~ h : l t  is their origin. Ou tile colltlary tlLe use or the worth- 
less terln dlll.illg long centuries ]las tent led to tllrGw into oblivion the 
nation:~l llallle of t h e  people aLld t o  cover their past llistory in  a shroud 
of mystery. 

And so it  i.s t h a t  we find, ~ ~ i t l l i n  tllo ring fence of mountain collntrJ' 
which I tlefille(l in the  enrIy part of tIlis lectLlre n Illunber of cont i~l lons 
tribes \ v \ I ~ ,  after ;L long eutIurance as I<nfirs,n \ l ave  g~.aclnslly one 'lter 
t h e  other tilrown off the opprobriou.; title by tile acloption of Islaln, 
lnergecl illto Llle churcll of Mull;llllmnd witll  tJle loss of all bu t  the moht 
lneagre traclitional accounts of tlleir origill and early history. 

This is especially the cane jvith tile Dcople we a re  now illinliing Of' 

xirho still retail1 the  title of "&fiI.." T l le i r  collgeners of tile ca"tO"s 
of Badakllsllan ant1 Cllitral, incluijlng Gilril and  S k a d o ,  llave legends 
of a common descent-thc chiefs frorll Alexander Iliu~~self, ancl the people 
fwm 11;s Gleelr soldiers; and tlleir cluriln to  tllis mceshry is  not \yithout 
"lne foundation for w are told by tire historians of ~ l e x a n d c r ' s  AsiatlC 
couclllests the king married f;Lir RosllQne, a rioted beantY1 the 
dal!glltcr of a noble of t h e  district which is now krlown as Rosl"n; 
""llit tile Sanle aotllorities we  learn t h a t  10,000 01 his Oreek 
sO1diers h3'l take11 to t h e n ~ s e l v ~ ~  wives of tile country. B11t apart from 
these lcarn ironl lristory t l la t  t h e  ~ , . ~ c o - B a c t r i n n  "le 



,,l,irl,e~ fur follr and a llalf centuries in the lnonnta ino~l~ re,cion l y i n g  
fl bclr,cell tile In ( l t~~  and Oxas, all(1 it is fail. to prestloie rllilt dUlilln 

e r i o ~  tilwe was frec cornlnullication with Grecci.. D 

illis p 
It j, ill wit11 these historical recortls that 1cafir~ 

people ,,.e are 1lotv speilliing of. Llloll@ they (10 liot t l ~ e m s ~ l ~ ~ ~  a<[uance 
a,,y cbilll, are some collslderlrd to be the descendents of 
Alerrnderls ~ r e e h s  by native lVivcs; certain of [heir cllstolns 

beell ~ucecl in supllort of the idea, on the ground of their ljeing have 
ol  ropean an origin. 

~h~ on stools and benches and the drinking of mine are 
b a ~ , s  by no  ,"cans co!~fined or peculiar to this " Iiatir" people 
Jl;,lly Of tile neighb~~lrlng inountalll tribes use bel~clies and stools, sod 
drinli too, when tll(sy call get i t  tllougl~ since their adol,tion of 
ldsln the indulgence is strictly prohil~it~ed. But s s  these people claim 
tile descellt this :~rglllllent does not perhaps carry weight ; tllough 
if dvanced on behalf of the " I(afir," who do not themselves preterld 
to any stlch descent, i t  should be the more freely accepted in tile inter- 
est of those who do. 

The Kafir" ~eop le .  so far as I can learn, have no national nanle 
ei,ller for themselves :IS a collective people or for their coontry, thoIlgh 

,iwelling on the borders of the territory held by Mtlsulmsns, fkom 
col,stantly, hearing then~selves so styled, have .adopted the term, and 
in \frith strangers speak of theinselves by the nanle 
,, ,isfir" any sense of the meaning the word Lesrs. 

In the early centliries of the Muhammadan concluest the country on 
boill slopes of' Hindu Kush flom to I<abul was called Bslilltar or 

Zamin," the Bactria of the Greelts, but  this name does not 
to be known t o  the Kafirs of the present day. I have sonletimes 

lIexrd their country spoliell of' as Kdmclesh, which is tile name of. of 
tlleir villages, if i t  be 110t their capital town. The name I<ntir  is also some- 
tilncs applied to designate listiristan, though more correctly 1 believe 
it  be]ollg~ to the uppcr part of the Chitral vallcy. Both tllese terlns 
are \yell Itnolvn to the " Jiafir," and are applied to their countries by tile 
Ni,,lcha Nusalmans and natives of Bajawar. 

As before stated the "&fir " have no national name, brit dishin- 
grlisll tl1ernse1vl.s by tile name of their pro1)er tribe. The priucipal 
t r ibes in the northern llnlf of the country, and in ~ o r n l n u ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i ~ ~  
~~flskllshan and Cbitral are, 1 Sangali, 2 Gamblr, 3 Kutrir, 4 Gomg, 
5 T;,Y~, G Mairall,nal, 7 L)i~mrG, 8 KArlla, 9 Chanesll, 10 Gosll(a, 11 I>ing, 
12 \\'g;, 13 Weli WAi, 14 Kirnoji, and l5 Katoz. Tl~ose in tile South- 
ern half to\~\.nrds L n g h r n i ~ ~  and Tagio are 1 Isphi, 2 LinsIli, 3 Jsmga, 
4 Sanoi, .? Islralk. G Pa14rli, 7 Y h i ,  8 P l i t o ~ ,  9 Kl~u l Inn~ ,  10 ~ ~ ~ h ,  
11 \V&III&, 1 2  Ayrat, 13 Arllishor, 14 ChimJ'b, 15 KastGr, 16 Pim, 
17 Pasi~igri, IS Mantli Gal, 19 Minchyhsll, and 20  aural^^. Fronl tllese 
exatnples it will be observed that the nilrnes bear a very Iudiall Sound, 



Of all these tribes KQnloji is the most important, and is sometimes 
~lsed:to tlesig~~ate the \vt~ole Kafir people. In  fact all the otl~ers are 
reckoned as merely branches of it. For according to the "Kafir" 
accounts their people \\,ere ol-igioally divi;]ed into only four tribes, viz: 
Halbr, SalAr ILimoz, and I(4moj. The three first succumbed to the 
Muhanimadan arms, and were c o ~ ~ v e r t ~ d  to Islam, \vhilst the fourth, 
which they themselves now represeut, adhering to the religion and 
cnstoms of their ancestors, were forced to flee from their own country of 
" Gandhhr " to the mountain retreats they now occupy. The " Kafir" 
trace the descent of these four original tribes from a common ancestor 
whoin they call " Go~.&shi." 

From the similarity of sound some Muhammadan writers have 
conjecturecl them to be Arabs of the (=uresll" tribe. But there is 
nothing whatever to stlpport this idea. Others :,&%in consider thern 
to be the descendents of the Persian tyrant of antiquity " Zohik." 

Whatever their ancient lineage and ~listory, however, there is olle 

tradition of lhe " I<jmoji," or " KafirJ1 people as we must still ~ $ 1  
them, which is of some inlportance and deserves our special attention 
as it gives 11s a clue to their antecetlents before expulsion from 
origi11;~l seats. ''he tradition 1 refer to is that  the [(imoj tribe of 
Kafir" flrcl from their native coulltry Gal1dharv before the hostility 
of the Musalman to their present seats on Southern slopes of 
Hindu Kuhh. Tliis is 111uch t i le  same accollrlt as tIlat Elphiustone 
heard a t  Pe\hn\var in lSO!), whicll led him after careful e1lqu"Y 
on the spot to the conclusion th;lt (1 qrlote his owl, wordsj "the nlost 

gelleral ancl on1 y credible story is that they (the SiSah Posh) were ex- 
pellecl by the M11sn1in;~ss fixm the nl.ighbwrhood of Candahart 
made sav(.ral m i g ~  ations fro111 place to place before they reached l' their 
present abode." 

Of the date of &is expulsion there may be some dollbt, bllt 
locality there is not the same difficulty. Tile GandlrarV of the " 
" traditions is not the " I<;tnr{a]lar" Elphirlstolle of, but a country 
very lllueli nearer their presrnt abode i t  i s  tire ~ ; m d h i d '  of the 
Greeks, a d is t~ic t  \vl~icll apparently included all that portion of the 
Peshawar v ;dey which lies b,atween the Kabul :lntl Indus 1.lvers; that 
is the tertitory now occupied by the Tusufiai ~ a h m a n d  Afghans' 

The term " Gmdhh, 2' has long ceased to be used the 
name of tliis extensive tract of country, bllt i t  sti 11 exists the name 
of a Part of i t  which lies betwren the Swat and Kabul rlversl . and 1s 

now occupied by the Mahmanlls. As the word is I I S ~  at this 
by "le Mallmands, it is :~pparently llmited to that llllly tract only 
which lies a t  tile Southern base of the (("hi &lor and S*-l mOu"alDS 
'l'' tile rang(+ c o ~ ~ n c c t i n ~  them. s l l t l  i t  is prol,ably tlbis very spot 
which the liun~qli i(afil s l efer to tile from wl'ic" they 
lucre expelled the hlubaImans, for their rnigratlon thence 



tl,e Bunar r i v ~  and t h e  Kkma district to their present retreats in the 

,dliel d ~ l n c d  by its principal river (which is all Gmuellt of 

tl~e K unar stream) 1s much more easily understood than their conjec- 
tured nligr;,tioo from tlre far distant Kandahar. 

ln the early part of this lectllre I referred to the invasion of the 
esha,5Tar valley by the Yusllfzai Afghans, and mentioned that they 

S 

.oined in the enterprise by their l(insmen of the $Iallllland tribe. nere J isvasios occurred at  some time during the 14th century 

o e c , l p ~ c ~  twenty years of constant wnfare before the ~ f ~ k ~ ~ ~ ~  
Secnred themselves in their conquest of the coarltrg. ~h~ I,usufz;,i with some of the Nahmand clans in coalition with them, (they 

no,v bold that part of the country between the city of Pesha\var and the 
Xl,ybsr), came throu,gll the Khybar Pass, mcl spreading over the 
,vbicll now bears t)lelr name gradl1ally possessed themselves of tile llil1 
eountl.Y bounding lt between the Indus and Swat rivers. The Mnlllnand 

,, other hand, aclva~lcing through the J:lllalabacl valley, crossed the 
Icnbul river below the confluence of the Kullar or Chitra] stream, . their may irlto the ~ a n d h h r  coulltry drove out tile inllxbitnnts forein, 
and look their place--tlleir tribesmen who went with tile Yusufinis 
tlIro,,gh the lihybar supporting the move fro111 the side of the 
?,,,hnwur valley. The inhabitants thus dispossessed mere, it would 

the " ICamOj " people, who fleeing from their hornes sought 
jVitIl their kins~uen settled in the Khnla valley adjoining, and 

tlle,yce spreatl up the, course of its river to their preseut retreats In tile 
;nxcessible glens of lts heacl waters. 

Tllis being tlie case the " Kbmoji Kafir" of the present clay are 
*be Gsndllbri or Ga~ldharians of 500 years ago, and, bal.ring any 

dislodgment of the tribe are the Ganclharide of tile Greeks. 
~ l ~ ~ t  they are an Indian people is proved by their language and religion, 
tllougll both present strange divergence froin their originals as the con- 
s,q,lfl~e most likely of cent~u.ies of isolation and barbarism. 

Some years ago when I was with the " corps of Guides" at  Nardall 
a sq,,5d of eight natives of Kafiristan was brought to the 
~ ~ g i m c n t  as recruits. Only two of them, however, were genuine 
~ ~ ( i ~ ~  from the interior of the country, and they were named Gara0 
and a Kachok." The rest were from the border districts and Ivere 
collsidered " Nimcha" or half and half neither true Kafir nor true 
blusslman. 

These men in general appearance no way differed from the men 
ofthe " Afridi" company amongst ?whom they were enrolled, so much 
sotllat one personally unncqual~lted with them would fail to single 
tllelll out of the ranks. None of them were fair complexioned, as are 
tile K:~fir slaves kept by the nobles of ICabul, whilst two or three were 
really dark, more so in fact than the Pathan of tlie plains. The natives3 
of thc higher parts of the country, however, are generally fair, more 7 



5 especially in childhood and youth. These are called " Shr Eafit'or 
/ " Red Kkfirs" by the people of Kabul and are in great reqnest as slaves. 

Those of the low country are more or less dark, some of them very sol 

and are called " Tor Kafir" " Black '&fir." 

The men whom I referred to just now as having been brou!llt 
down to Mardan were simple minded, good natured fellows, sod 
thoroughly unsophisticated in  their ways. 

They arrived highly elated a t  the prospect of meeting with felloa 
" Kafirs," fo! they hat1 ncver heard us spoken of by any otller nanle~ 

and were evidently pleased with the cordiality of their reception 
officers. The novelty of the  situation, liowever, soon wore 06 ant' no 
more port wine forthcoming--for wlich,  by the way, they cvillced a 
remarkable partiality to the very serious lengthening of our nlessbll!s4 
tile monotony of d r ~ l l  with thc restraints of discipline, and the tedlu"' 
of garrison life in the hot weatller palled upon them, and P ~ ' ' ! ~ ' '  
a longillg for the c001 air and free life of their native hills, a 
wlllch oppressed them ant1 rendered t i lem discontent with the senlce' 

After solne nlonths they got leave to visit their llomes in parties 
or three, and once away across the border tlley were never hean' " 
again. Durirlg their stay at Mard.zn I endeavoured to get soloe lnfW 

mation regarding their country and 1angL1age but for rant  o f a  co?uly;i 
mediunl of speech the  task proved tedious and llot very Tellable In 

results. A while later, however, I came across allother * 
lvar as he  had a fair knowledge of the co]logui$ Persnn I 
to verify my former notes and prepare a vocLL,31,uIary and granin1" " 
his o\Vn 1ango;rge. The work proved a most difficult task, O1'i'lg to 
constant maundorstandings alld loss of temper on both sides d 
I finally gave i t  up as a hopeless job. 1 have no intention of inflletl'lg 
upon you a Kafir vocabulary, bu t  venture to give YOU in"'" 'l1 

mel.+$ of the  affliction encountered in the preparation of such) 
premising that  i t  is an  Indian dialect closely silllilar to that 'poke' ~ u g l l -  

by the Pashbi tribe, and also easily llll~CPjtoOd by the kindad 
mbnf and Deghni. With my &fir," a poor m m  of the hluu"U' 
 lass^ Our lessolls were something in this wise. 

0x0 
" Now You c~early understand you are to repeat to me in your 

language the words I speak to you in  Persian." 

' l  my eyes. Certainly, 1 You speak in 
I say the  same in my language." - 

" very  well. Thats exactly it. Now beginio. 'Gosh " "hat do jou 
Say for 'l Gosh." ? 

w h a t  do I say for c Gosh; why 1 Kain ' of course, vhat l '  
1'lat " All right " and down goes linin for ear."-" ~ h a ~ h m , "  

in your language 



6' Achch,"--and down goes " Achcll " for eye.,, 

(6  j~rhat do you say for " Bini." ? . 

s6.5." 

( 1  That's odd. We a:so call i t  Nose." 

of course you do. We are:brothers, aint we 
Poll're a ~ ( ~ f i ~  and 

l,lu a and we have the same word for the same thing, 
oddity ?I' 

ii Very well, perhaps you'" r ight  NOW let's count. You begin 
on your fingers and I will write i t  down." 

( 1  One, 2, 3, 4, 5 " on the fingers quickly, and then a turn over to 
the other hand. 

(1 ~ ~ l d  hard ! Gently ! Give me time to write them dome got ,, two, three, now go on.'' 

11 Four, 5 ,  6,7, 8, 9, 10," with a pause between each, and then a 

drop hands and a look of self satisfaction a t  the successful 
On his, part. On mine, writing-" Nine, ten-thatJs all 

NO" g0 On. 

d ( ~ ~  on ! Where to 2 " With blank surprise, 

(1  What comes after ten ? " 

After ten ? " with a somewhat puzzled look of enquiry.-', why 
given YOU the whole ten;  what more d'you want 

Can't you count more than ten ? " 

~ ~ C o ~ ~ n t  more than ten ? What  YOU want more than ten rve 
ireo YOU the whole lot 1, 2, 3," counting thern over his fingers 

g .  
ngaln. 

111  see you are getting tired and confused. We will leave the num- 
bers for another day. Meanwllile here's some snuff to clcar your brains a 
bit. Presently we will t r y  the conjugation of a verb." 

I left my teacher a few minutes to enjoy the liberal pinches he had 
sll~lfled u p  with grcat gusto and snorts vigorous enough to have search- 
ed out the innerrliost recesses of his very ugly nose, whilst I arranged 
tile words already written down. This done we resumed our lesson. 

Well ! Danzdgl~at chdyh. Are you ready to go on 2 " 

"Ba  chashm. Yes ! I'm ready. What is i t  ? " 



( 20 ) 

" You remember what I told you ? You must  repeat in YOLlr 0"" 

language the  words I speak to you i n  Persian." 

" Yes, yes ! I understand, '' t ;~k iog  u p  another  pillcl] of snuff \vitL 
play of finger and t h u m b  preparatory to  fur ther  refreslllueut. 

" Very well ! Now listen !-'l I am." 

' I  Yes ! I see you are." 

" No, no ! that's not  what I waut. I rvant your words for it. Listeu 
again !--" Thou art." 

" Of course I am. Aiu't I talking to yol.~? " 

"Bother  your s t u p i ~ I i ~ ~ !  T r y  once more. N o r  look here'  
Listen to \\?hat 1 say."-u He is.'' 

" I s  he  ! Who is ? " 

" Oh ! you intolerable blockhead ! N o r  drop that  ~uuff," with 
slap knockiug i t  out of his Laud. 

" Don't YOU lrnow your own language I" 

"Blockhead I That's good ! Don't I s p e ~ k  straigllt to e v e 7  
you say, and if you can't ullderstal1d, why an1 I t h e  bloclcllead? 

'l doll't lose your temper ! Take another  pincl) of sn1lff1 "' 
compose yourself, then  after a pause, ( 1  No)\. p home for (lb 
Next  t ime  we will s tar t  \vibll a bet ter  uuders taod i~~g .  B1lt J ' o ' ~ ' ~  
a sorry blockhead all  t h e  same." 

This  J V ~ S  enougll for tile day, so after sonle amicable ~ x P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
I dismissed my barbarian, with a. small present. 

" W h e n  dlnll 1 come nein ? " For t h e  brigllt rupee was thing 

my &fir had raroly i,andlcd a n d  t o  h i ln  \y:is a very Iiatldsoll~e retain* 
il'g fee, and llecce liis eagerlless to renew tllc contract. 

" I'll send for you \"llen I haye leisure. ~eantvkl i le  P " "' 
servant ' Hassan ' and he'll feed you " 

~ e t n i l e ~  
Of the  manners and custotns of llle Refirs \Ire have Very ,  

aCCo'lnts though wllat illforlnabion rve llave jllrtifies US l U  c ~ ~ ~ ~ I ' ~ S " ' * "  
with t h e  people of India. 

by one 
The people have 110 sctbled forln Foveroment CO"ductcd " 

ackno\~ledged cllicf or Icing, and a re  entirely i l l i t c r~ te ,  :2ii 
O r  of any ltincl. TlrcY lrave, llo\,rever, certain chiefs 
of falllilies rrlro exercise a sort of l,atriarchal control over 



del' 
eudents, and have the power keel)ing the poorer members, esl,e- 

cially orpllalls and sidows, in bondas ,  and of selling theln into 

These clan leaders 01' chiefs are called 'lShbonllns]L,n alld are 

usually 
aprenle~l to for the settlement of falllily disputes, ,,.hicl, as a 

by amicable arrangement. o n  the \vllolc the "'le in matters affecting t,he common lnlerests of the family or 
of the is Strictly limited, and mostly dependent or1 the will of tile people. 

tically in fact, eacll man is independent so for as his goes P ac and s,,bordinates his  ill 0111~ to the common interest of the societi 
of \!,hich he is a member. It would appear in short, that in  their 
social condition thew people (malting allowance for the effects of 
cllaoges in religion) are very mllcll on a par with their former neigh- 
bo,lrs the " ~ f r i d i , "  wit11 whom they have many points of resemblance, 
especially in mspect to featllres, conlplexion, mental character and moral 
qualities. They are extremely Jealolls of iheir honor M they undentand 
tile wortl, lreep the stranger out of their country with eve11 more jea- 
lous vigilance tllan the Afridi, ancl are as fickle, revengeful ancl treachcr- 
o,, as tile Afghan. 011 the other hand they are brave in figllt, and 

and gay in their social ptllerings and superstitious to a 

[lgree. 

I llave likcned them to tlie Afridi, their ancient neighbours, and 
may here that Herodotus nlentiorrs the Aparyte and GtLndarii 
sbeiog included with tile Sattagyda: and Dadilta: in one satrapy. 
~h~ Apaq7tU.? of Hcrodotus are the Afridi of to day, thcre is (loubt. 
\l~ith tile identity of the two last we are not just now conccnlcd. ~ , ~ t  
tj l i s  much I think \VC Inay consider as certain, ~vi th  regard to the otllers, 
llamely, that tllc " liamoj?' people, or Ihf i rs  of the prcsent liafiristau, 

the same people as were driven out of GandhBr by t i l e  Jlnllmalld 
Afu]lal]s who now hold that  country, and lllat they were so drivcll out  

their present rctreat about 500 years ago. A I I ~  further, in def;lult, 
,,f record of any previous tiislodgenlellt Illay conclu~le that they mere 
the inl~ali t :~nts of that  country, ancl the same people are 
lllentiollcd by Herodotus under the llarlle of Gandnrii or Gaudal.ians. 

In furlhcr sr~pport of this view I may mention that ithe tribe 
is ~cputcd to be the lnost reccntly converted of the ICafir tribes 

is also known by the name GandllBrai, which is more properly the nalne 
of one, the chicf one, of its five divisions. The Sapi tribe is reckonec] a t  
12,000 houses in all, l,ut is much scattercd in small settlemeuts all over 
tile country from Tagao to ICouar and Bajawar. A1111ost every 
in Swat has one or two or more SBpi families, and they are also found 
amongst tlie Mallmands and Ut~r~anl~liels .  The celebrated Alihond 
ofS\\lat was a SApi of the Gandhhrai section or tlivision. The Sjpi  
count thenlselves Saraban Afghans, but are not Afghaus a t  all. 

Tile " IZafir" are by no means clestitude of all seillblance of 
civilization in the inidst of the barbarity of their surroundings, thong11 



tlley have undou~tedly  fallen from a former higller level than that they 
a t  prewn t S ~ I I O W  any signs of. ~ l l d  tllis Jve may fairly conclude froln 
a cousideration of thcir religion and ,node of life at the present dil~: so 
far as accoul~ts we receive enable us to judge. 

The tirile alloted to me is, I see expired, and I ~vill therefore not 
further trespass 011 your patience, more, than to say that the Iiafil; of 
t o - d ~ y  have evideut l~ ,  frorn the character of their religion and 
customs, been mixed up with the tribes around them from very early 
times. 

They live in small village communities, about i n  the 
sheltered noolrs and c o m m a n d i ~ ) ~  spurs of their hills. In their lo\\'er 
valleys some of the  villages are of considerable size and contain fro1" 
200 to 600 houses many of -which consist of 3 or 4 stories. These are 
described as co~nmodious and substantially built of mood and stone, 
and tastefully decorated with . ~ o o d  carving of elaborate ~vorkn~al!shi~- 
In the higher parts of the country the villages are sonletirnes built U P  

t he  slope of some steep ballk rising above a torrent stream. And 
sllch situations the  houses rise in terraces one above the other, the flat 
roofs of one row forming the street i n  front of the row next above. 

The names of the  principal villages are as follows, and they are 
so c d c d  after the  tribes inllabitillgthelll. Those in the nortl1el.n 
of the country are I<dn~desh (after the  I<anla tribe) Whip1 (after t!? 

tribe), Gnmbir (after the  tribe of that and so on ~vith I(at?> 
Gfilng, h'lerdlg,zl, Chanesh, Sa,ngal, Goshta, Ding, I~~'"oJ'~ 

, Kdigal, Ractigal, D6iga1, Nisigriln1, Sonalitlesh, Par~dc~h,  T1lose 
'.in the  southern half are Wnini, Pash;iSri, PilllicllgrBn~, (after the Pi* 

tribe), Ishpi, Sanoi Islrilk, Linslli, Y(llli P a r h i ,  Deshi, Pntoz, 
Kllull~~ll1. Amerhor, O h u ~ n ~ h ,  KastiIr, h~nllcllgal (from tile ~ ~ a n c ! l ~ s b  
tribe), and SO on. The terminations dcsll,-gal, and -grim it lvlll be 
observed are purcly Indian and cquivalcllt to dcs,-garh,-g5mo. 

. The mail1 occupa~ions of PIe I<afils9J are tile tillage of tile soil 
the  care of their Hocks, but  tllcse are a t  tillles much ill terrupted 'l" 
collstnnt state of l ~ o s t i l i t ~  they live iu amongst themselves Or  

wit11 their neighbours, so tllat tlrey arc for tile lllo~t left to  the 
Women. So~netilnes the  war is so pmlollned and so actl~elJ' "led 
that  the  inell are entirely occupiccl ill its pursuit and ullable .to uit 

their posts for or even weeks togetllcl: On tlieie "lc 

carry them daily sup1,lies of foocl and otller necessaries. 

the Ru t  this is not the  unvarying state of affilirs, and even with 
" ICafir." life i ts  pleasures, :lnii fionl all a ~ ~ o ~ n t s  t h q  are enj0sed 
as freely as by othcr people less ~ ~ n f : ~ ~ ~ ~ m l i l y  situated. TlleY are said 

be extremely sociable ill their llnbitl, md wilen not more s"ious?y 
eml'lo~cd, dcvote thclnseIvcs \\ri,h lively energy to a round of '""S'C' - or dallcing and fcastina in which joill alike witllout distinction of 
sex, alld usually with the  greatest good ~lumour and frjeudlineSs' 



and hospitality are considered the two higlrest virtl,cs, 
he ,"ho h s  slain most of the enenly (always the Nusalman) given 

number, of feasts is tile most respected during life, 
more surely deified after death. 

and 
~h~ arms of the " Kafir" are a hatchet and bow and 

with one ol. live daggers which are always worn in the waist belt. late 
pars S 01, of the border people have become possessed of fire 
but they are not conlmon'y use. 

l'heir dress is of much the same kind for both sexes, and differs in 
materid only  according to the rank of the wearer. The clotlres of the 
better cl:,ss are of cotton or woollen stuff, and consist of a loose sllirt 
and dralvers, with L sash wound about the waist. They also wear a 

Cap sometimes is set off with a bal~d of red cloth for 

,\.01nen- the cold weather they wear over these either a fur  coat or 
dogha 01 a blanket. The Poorer people in the northern parts of the 
coulltrY "ear garments of goatskin wit11 the hairy side olltwards, 

tllese gei~erdly being of a dark colour they are called ''Siyah posh 
r J  li  lack clad Kafir." 

The men wear the hair in long ringlets at  each side, but have tile 

top 
the head shaved. They also wear rings of gold or silver. ~h~ are said to wear the hair plaited over the temples, alld in lonn 

D down the back. They wear rillgs and bangles of pewter or brass, 
and neclrl;lces of cowrie shells and beads of glass or stone. gyley are 
it, fact fold of finery of all sorts, but very little is known of the kitld 
of they wear. 

The &fir women have a morlcl wide reputation of being very 
beautiful cre:rtures, and are said, by those who know them best, to sur- 
pnss ill fineticss of features, delicacy of colllplexion alld turll of ]illlb. 
TI,~, estimate, however, I suspect is a rnrre matter of comparisol1, an 
opiuiou formed accordillg to the ligbts. I am sure that ally borly who 

where 1 am now, would not again speak of Icafir beauty! 

There is so much to be said about the manners and customs of this 
interesting people that i t  is impossible to compress into the short limits 
of a lecture all that belongs to the subject. But rather than leavc it 
incomplete by the omission of such important matters I mill, your 
pernrissi~n, before c~llcludlllg, describe very briefly the main cIlaracters 
of their religion and the rites observed on the occasion of Domestic 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ n c e s , "  Marriages, Births, Deaths. 

Of the religion of the Kafirs me know veiy little. But from that 
little it appears to be an odd mixture of the three great religions that 
have successively flourished in the col] 11tl.y of which they are the n a t '  ~ves, 
that is to say of Brahmanism, Budhism, and Zoroastrianism. They 
believe in a supreme God whom they call " Digon " or " Dogin)," but 
they worship idols of which they have a great number, and sacrifice to 
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them as intercessors with God. They recognize a lienven whicll t l le~ 
call '. ba,ri Idbald )' and a hell called " btvr-i c Z , u ~ c s ~  bald." They ]'ave 
priests whose ofice is hereditary, and whose principal d~lty is to 
superintend the rites observed a t  sacrifices, a t  births, marriages and 
deaths, but they exercise no influence or control over the people, nor do 
they prescribe any special form oi worship, nor times and seasons of 

worship and sacrifice. 

I n  these matters the people follow their own inclinations ancl are 
mll~li  given to prayer and sacrifice before their idols. On these occasio!s 
i t  is absolutely necessary tllat fire be present, and i t  is  SO esseutlal 
that all offeriugs presented to the idol be first passed over the fire. 

The animals n~ostcoinmonly sacrificed are the ox aad goat, but 
with the exception of t \ l e  dog and cat, fowl and fish which are never 
eaten, tlierd is no prollibitiorr of any kind, ancl the flesh is d w ; ~ 9 " ~ ~ ~ ~  by 
the family and frielids of the sacrificer, n, portion being the ri+t of 
priest. The aliirnal is killed by stril;ing off its head with a large 
or an axe, and its blood is sprillkled over the  iclol. Soine idols are 
worshipped in the open air and otIrers in te~ilples called " lmraomii." 

The Kafirs know by naxne md \vonhil) the  Hindu Go(~s, J!l?m 

allcl Mallldeo, and they have besides Inany otllers the princil~d of ~ b l c l l  

are " Bigesh." the God of water, a ~ \ ' l i ~ ~ i ~ - t ~ ~ ~  destroyer of all evll, '' 
the Preserver, Ges, Maraz, Piu-Bm, AtrAln, Parldik (this idol is a group 
of 7 brotllers made of gold and set together in frollt of a tree of gut')' 
D h i ,  Shrijh. Nishi, Kanh (who is sLlpposed by Musalmans to be 
~vife of Adam), Dis6mi (wllo is tllc wife 01 tile Hindu God  all^^^^)^ 
hlurmit, and otlien. T1lcse idols are geller;LIIy out of "rOO"' 

but they are oftell of stone, and soille of t1ielu carry a trident (or trislil) 
like the Sa(lnsl~eo of the Hinclus. tribe has its own patron i(lO1 
which is called " Digon" in adclitioll to i (s  own name. 

Besitles these idols the &firs hre tr, llalre numerolls statues 
ancl figures of dece:~sed alIcestors. These are described as represent'lng 

X l t l  felllalc figures in various nttitui!es st;Lnding, sitti~lg, ,lidinn 
done by A1lo'"illbr that they do nlnke images of their allcestors as 1s 

SolIle Hindii hill nlen, still I am nlucl, inclined to consider the as merely relics of Buclliist sculptllres silllilnr to tllose with ~vlllc'l 
Yusufzai cor~ntry abouuds, and of wllicll our mllseums no" have lnnny 

specinlens, more or less damaged tllough they are by the destrilctIVe 
of the ~Iilusalllian conquerors. 

ICafirs sacrifice to their idols any slid J1 times, the flesh 
being a lw~~ys eaten will1 festivity. ~~t tllere are some ~ P P ~ ~ " ~ -  

ed for special seasons The n o s  r l l p o r a r  of these is a t  verwI 
Eqllil~ox alld festival lasts ten days. It is follo\~~ed by a c5rniva1 

hOllor Of Malladeo. rvhen arnonpt otller prtLnl<s Kafin pelt each 

oLher earth, as do the Hilldhs olle another " ~~aL6l') ;, tile 
" Hold." 



such are the general characters of Kafir worship, nome other 
ecllliarities will be mentioned in connection with their funeral ,.itea. gut before we Come to that we must speak of their marriage 

Marriage amongst the " Kafir" is apparently a very simple business, 
alld the tie rather a loose one, very liberal if not latitlldillarian views 
beioo el,tertnined in respect to tile moral obligations of tkle married state. 

ot\ler l~alld chast1ty befoke marriage is carefully g l l a r d e ~ ,  alld 
a,,y jaur pas brings disgmce upon the girl and her hlrily. p,,lt it 
does not  appe.ar that luches in tllese matters are visited with the 
exelnplary l~~~n l shmen t s  so rigorou~ly enforced by Muhamlnadans for 

lilCe kirlds of dishonor. 

The marrying age amongst ' l  Kafirs" is from 20 to 25 for men, and 
from 16  to 20 for vwlnen. There d ~ e s  not appear to be ally pwiod of 
c,,r~llip, t,he betrothal and mamiage being settled in the following 
busiuess like manner. 

The suitor, or would be Benedict, takes a goat, p1nmp and free from 
b,emis]l, to the 11olise of his " intended " and oiTe~s i t  to t\Ie f;,tber or 
otllcr guardian in the of the maiden of his clloice. ~f the donqr 
is of, his gift is  accepted, 2nd the father of the lllniden 
foltilaitIl strikes off the head of the goat preparatory to tile family 

\diich c l i n c h e s > ~ ~ ~  bargain, and the l' accepted " then sets about 
his ,\rcdtling arrangements. 

liefore tlie gont is accepted, however, sundry preliminaries have 
to be xtljrlst~d, such as tlie price of the bride and the amount of her 
dower, a r ~ ( l  in these particulal-S the inaiden is always collsultec] alld 
nl,owed to decide according to her own free choice. In  cases wilere tile 
~ l l , l l o s~au t  q~~e3tion is not a t  once decidecl by the acceptaoce or refusal 
of the l)rofer'."d gift, the goat is retained a certain rlumber of 
d a J . ~  Ilcn(ling i't~rther consultation. If after the expiry of tllis period the 
goat is returl~ed to the dollor his suit is considered as rejected and tile 

is off." But its retention is considered a tol;en of encourage- 
mcllt, and, negotiations proceeding slnootl~ly, its final sacrifice, as 
just conflrms the bargain. 

Arter the feast up011 his goat, in which he participates as one of the 
family, the bridegroom elect returns to his own house, and llcxt day, 
~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l S  I'ollo~ving later, sends to the Ilorlse of the bride elect the various 
:Irtic~es of her dower. Thew cotlsist,of a suit of clothes, jewellery, solne 
lcllgt\ls of colored cotton (from Kabul), and a set of cooking nteosils. 

last are used in the prel~aratiou of tlle feast, wl~icli is that 
givel~ by tile father of tile n~ait ler~ ; and 011 the arrival of the bridegroonl, 
tile bride is clotllecl and decked ogt in her new suit and jewellery alld 
presented to Irirn; the fat l~er a t  the saltie time preserlting her wi th  
a silk scarf and  some je\vellery, and giving a cow, aod if he can afford 
to do so, a slave alao to his son iu law. 



After the feast, or " wedding breakfast," as we should sayj 
bride is attired for her departure, ancl as she steps out of the \louse a 
h~slret, crock or " lrllaltd' is fixed on her back by sl~or~lder straps, and 
into it are put a quantity of dried fruits, almonds, walnuts, &C., collserv- 
e(1 i n  honey, and, if the parents can afford it, a silver wine cup. Witi' 
this load the bride wallts to the  )louse of her husband escorted ln 

procession by the whole village with music and song. 

The wedding guests here serenade the  newly joined couple with 
music and songs for awhile, and then after the distribution of fruits and 
wine disperse to their o w n  homes, 

A day or two later the bridegroom pays to the  father the price of 

his wife, which is called " s l ~ i l ~ b a h d "  by the &fusalmans and solnetllnes 
amounts to as many as thirty col~rs. 

This completes the rnarraige so far as the parents of the .$is1 are 
concerned. The priest tl1roughout hsvillg nothing to do wltll 
cfrelllolly except as a weddillg g~lest. Bllt it occasiolla~ly hal)llelldtb"t 
the bride, nlucll to the disgrace of the  family, is returned to 
p ~ ~ r e l ~ t s  as l'. disapproved." I n  this case is deprived of her dower 
or wedding gifts, aud the Shir\);~Ilii" is of Course withheld. 

Divorce is not known, as amongst >11~~almnns, but i t  is said to be 
con1mon occurence for married couples to  separate by nlutual conscut' 
and coutract fresh alliances a t  thL'  .l1 . hasure .  

Polysnly  is allowed but  is not much practiseil, except I'Y 
wealthy who, also, kecp slaves botll nlale allcl female. Tllc" 
"lrya!s poor or friendless either cnpturcd in war fi-oln t""r 
rlelghbours or seized from the 3venlier sections of thcir O\\'n tl'ibe' 
hlosalman slaves are never kept, all s ~ l c l ~  captives bcing invariably put  
'to death. Tllese '' Icnfir " slaves are called bcil-i," i~lclucle in  
rnllks all the Servant, artificer, ancl labourer I n  fact the tc'!'m 
" U"'.'' be held to lllean serfn ill opposition to ' l s i ydL  '' rh l ch  
Inems ' l  lloble " and is applied to the free and \\realthy classes. 

ceremonies observd by tile on the birth of a 
arc ~ ~ r i o l l s  and interesting. The expectant nlotller is rellloved to 

'louse outside the village especidly nppropri:ited to the puVose. and 

there till 24 days after tile Lirtll of tllc c\,iltl.  ha all being "l1 
lnutller rlld cliild are c o ~ l d ~ ~ t ~ d  h c k  ro tire vill;bne maslc, 

Songs daucing. 

some iveelis a feast is given for tllo nalning of the chik1> and 
the na"e is sclectc.1 in the follosilrq cL~riolls lnanner Tile 

illfilnt in her arllls really to f,2ed it,  w\iiist the names of its 
~"""lplrents h r  S~vwal  gcllcrltilins mcorclillg to sex are ~ l l ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~  

Over it. And Baily, babies gelleh,lly do in the like 'lt""- 
'lon# sOOll helps itself to what it wauts, ad the name which 



haPP 
ened to be mentioned a t  the moment of its doing so thereafter 

beco]neS its own- 

~ h .  common names rncn are 1 Clraedalb, 2 Dem&, 3 ~ ~ ~ g ~ ,  
, 5 h G B~ldel, 7 Basti, 8 G M ,  9 Garn(slr, 10 A ~ ~ ~ ,  

11 ~ h ~ l ~ ~ k ,  14  Kimrak, 13 Palihola. 14 Dronss, 15 Kollaki, 
~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ ~ i ~ & ,  18 Dabding, 19  PalalG 20 Ud6r, 21 ZBzai, 22 Kamar, 

list is varied, ancl may be ~er!laps profitably consulted by tile 
, ,pnterfal~~il ia~" blessed wit11 Illore qlllrers to his bow tIlau lie ,,,,,,l 
fiuJ names for. 

117, fail to trace the early years of Kafir life. Perhaps they are 
aperiotl Of natural illt~ocence happiness, only disturbed by tile 

Of the slave lluntcr, and the kidnappings of his vile agel~ts-ei~ller 
gafirs or their renegade kinsmen, the 16Nimchsn 

We hear of no schools or lessons to nrorry the youthful mind, of 

riest,lJr nor social discipline to guide t l ~ e  conduct of tile I,lnll. 

!ve o n l y  hear of their doings and actions as men and women-of tlleir 
l louse~lo~d duties and domestic cares, coupled \\,it11 religious euerciscs 
aud ,vorallip ; of their frequent feasts and merry malcings ~ v i t l ~  mrrsic, 

and dance ; and of their tribal wars and family figllts, \\ritll a 
never ceasing vigilance and fielf deferlce against the colnnlou elleuly, 
the ~ , ~ ~ ~ l n l a n  foe. And theu the end of all, their funeral rites, 

The funeral ceremonies observed by the Kafirs are very peculiar, 
and indicate the forrrler conuection pf the people with the l1 Gabr" or 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t r i a n  " religion-the practice of the Fire worsIiippers. ~h~ 

~~b~~ neitl,er burn their dead as do the Hind&, nor do they brlrv tlleln 
like tile ~ u h a n ~ m a d a n .  They dispose of them iu tile f;llolyillg 
manner. 

The corpse i s  arranged in the deceased's best suit of clollls, an,] Inid 
out on a charpoy, and if a man, his bow and quiver, daggers and kuives 
kC, are laid by his side. 

The relatives then take up the charpoy and carry it round the 
accompanied by all the people, who sing and dance as tile 

procession advances. At length the corpsc is set down opposite some 
idol \\rllilst the men of the village wearing their arnls dance round it 
with wild shouts alld gestures, and grotesque attitudes and boundillgs. 
The women then take their place and for a while lanlent ovcr the colpse 
filling the air with iheir wails and sobbings. Finally the corpse 1s 
removed from the cha~poy alld laid in a wood box ancl shut up. Tile 

is then carried away to  the top of some hill or ot,l~er solitary p l z c  



and deposited there under the  shelter of some rock or shade of nome 
tree nut1 so left. This cor~clucles tllc fiulcral wllich is then foiloived by 
a f c ~ t  giveu by the deceased's relatives. 

I n  the case of \vealthy or well lrllown nicn the  deceased's hi1*, 
once a yedr hold a feast in his memory, allcl ~ l .  portion of the food is set 
aside outside the house for the refrcsllmcnt of his soul, the guests the 
while calling on him by name to colllc and eat. 

Another curious custom the &firs are said t o  observe in connection 
with funeral ceremonies is the folluwing. Wllcn n friend, a few days af- 
ter the funeral, calls upon a rnollrllcr t~ conclole wit h hi111 in his befe4'Ie- 
mcllt, he announces his arrival a t  tllc door of the house and on admlsslons 
relnoving his cap throws i t  with a violcli t  ge,ture on the floor at the 
entrance to the room in which tllc Illourllcr is sc<~tcd.  He  thpn dra'vs 
his knife or dagger and slepping up to the  lllouincr takes llinl by 
bancl alld raises llinl to ])is feet. EJe tllell lticlts him nil around the 
room, him down in his fornler place, slleiltIls his ~l.rgger, ancl picking 
"P Cap goes his \vay. If this be tk uc n ~ d  yeiier.illy praetiredl 
tile ullfortunate " I<af r" maul ners ln~lst  endure a double nffllclion "ld 

li:lve a llnrd time of i t  till the days of illounliag Le over, and may 
cry " Save me from my friends !" 

I mentioned before that  the Rafia illlages of their defunct 
heroes, and considered tllem as Gods. But i t  is not mnnY  are thus deified owing to fie difficult clualihcatiotls required d ~ ~ ' ' g  

Ilfctlme. 

Tlie.best passports to deification after death are profuse Jibera'ltY 
Public hospitality during life, or the  erection of a roadside G ~ ~ ~ ' ' ~ ~ '  

last i t  appears has no practicd nti l i~y,  but  nlii'ays endO'vstbe 
bu, i l l l~r  wit11 n certain sanctity cclcblity which entitles 

after death. These gateways or are simple constzri 
tiolls at  the side of public roadways near the  entrance to a vllli%e~ 
consist merely of two upright pillars, of stone masonry snpportirrg beams 

Pine wood wilich are covered over with plaster and lime cenlent' It 
is not .stated whether they ever colitain any idols, but from the g enerd 
sil'lilarl?v I WSpect they resemble the like I.oadw;ly arches seen On the 
Outskirts of Budhist villages in I,iltle Tibet. 

' l  GENERAL R o ~ ~ T ' s  SPEECH." 

and gentlemen. D r  Bellea has given us a inter3'ting 
lecture. alld 1 w o ~ l d  on behalf of :%\l here, olfer liim our best thanks 

few lncn :Ire so lvell qllalificd to treat tll+ subject d l c h  he has 
sclectccl for Ilk lecture ; v q  few men lisle mixed so much lvitb tFe 
race's of Cetllr:tl Asia ; and few men have travelled so far in the countries 
'qoud Our Frontier. Dr. Belleiv ills that  Major Tmn" is 

visit 1Lafiristan, a colrlitry klitherto qllite d, 
i'habited by people equally We have 



* good deal of both 'his aft,emoon and I hop that after 
l,auue is visit, \Ire may learn still more. 

~~~~t P~OSPSS has been mnde during the last few months in our 
knorle,lge of tile co~~nt l ics  and tribes of the North \Vest Frostier 

nl,l,ot, ~ ~ , n s e ,  be ex~)ected tilat we can travel yitilout rirk, is Ulin 
eountrJ1, "1' . at once ; or tll:lt the people n ill prove loyal o; fsle,,dlv $]leg. The tracliti~ns of the Palhaus, n bigoted ma huaticvl 
rice &the most part, are all against permitting tlielr pride of 
to be lerrelled witllout a struggle, or admitting US into their cou,,try. 

I am vel y sure wllcthcr tile Afrirlis, Alangals, ancl other tribes 
al.E much molse than the forefathers of some of us were. The Higl,laods 
of Scot lan~ were not certainly al~vays safe ; and, though I am bound to 
adll,it tllat nothing but  what is good can colno from Ireland now, and 

olle can from one end of tll;lt co~lntly to another with perfect 
snEery, it was not al\vaJ's so. I am, llo\vever, sanguille that our s]lole 

will wry soon  come peaceful, and that the triI~es on becoming 
accl:stomed to OUT rule will settle down, those that live fjr away will 
visit us, and will let us vi-it them. 

vhen  they do, I hope that Some of us will explore &firistan, and 
Dr. ~ e l l e w  may be with us to introduce us to the people he ha 

told us of this evening. 
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