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PREFACE.
E pri~rinry interest of Bnctri:~ 111ust nl~vnys red
upon the fact that it \vas tho great connecting
link botwcen East : L I I ~ \Irest. The tinre has, leL
ns hopo, ~ a s s c d when
,
scholars cnn rest content with ~.egcnrtling
the two great civilizatio~is, I.Iellenic .and Hindu, w~-liicli the
Aryan race has proclnced, as things apitrt. h c l i has probably
played sn essential part in tJhe i~ovelop~r~ent
of the otlier.
'Grook Philosophy fro111 Plato to the Gnost,ics shows E:~storn
influence, as clearly as Indian art, ilizmn, ancl astrono~nybear
t~xces of coiitact with the West. I n the Bt~ctrio-hiclitln
civilization of tho Pnnjnb, we nre enabled to study the fusion
.of the two wces at the point of cont:lct.
The history of Bactria ha,s besidos sn interest i n itself; it
is tlio story of n little-known ant1 nclve~~turous
race, who show
nlnny elc~nentsof true greutneis. 'Ib the iiiiportant Pmsi
.community, wha may pomihly he then~selvesthe descentlants,
to sonie degree, of the Bnctrinn Greelrs, the story of tlie
historic capital of Bnctri:~, the ancient c~adleof tlie creed of
Zarathustra, :i~lclfull of memories of the great Iranian race,
sl~oi~ld
lrrove to be not nfithout inlerest.

1 must gratefully n ~ l r n o ~ \ ~ l e rmy
l ~ e imdel~tedness t o
Profe~sorE. T. Rapson for the valuablc ntlvicc ho ltns so
oftell given me on rlilficult points, snd for his unfhiling inl.erest
:and synl p:rthy.

INTRODUCTION.
HE great Bactrian Ringclom, lying on the estrome

T

flanlr of lhe Fersian, and later tho Seleucid, Elnpii-G
11as an interest, all its own, I;o tho student of
Ancient History. I t was liere that the East inerges into tho
West, nntl the TSTest eventually ove~flowed its bounds and'
encroached upon tho Eastern world, producing ti aronrlurful
cosmopolitan civilizalion, t l ~ ohistory of which it is tho object,
of this esmy to inveslignte.
Many circui~lstsucoscomurrod to give to Bach-ia a positioll~
of' unique importance in [he Ancienl TiVorld. It w:ls thn.
g r ~ i c l'' olonring-house " of the world's commerco ; tlic three
rouds which me1 :lt Btlclri:t, brought together caravans from
the Iihyher, from China, :111d from the great trade-route which
linl<ed nl) Asia \\rill1 Europe, anil, running north of tha
Hyrcnnian deserl, lapped the chief colonial trading centres of
the Lo~rant.
Besides lhis, Baclrin was immensely fertile, and had a
considexable tl-ndc of her o\\.u ; tho twelfth satrapy of tho
Pe~sianEmpire, plying lhres huadred and sixty talents yearly
into the Imperial Treasury, st10 was respected both for her
wealth
for nlany other reasons.
Bnctria, " the prido of 11:m ", wtls looked upon as the
heart of the Empire, the cradle of the nnlional religion. The
fierce inclepentlent Imnian nobles of the Baclria wel-o celebr:~toclfor their pro\vess as ca\~alrylnen,and for tl10 tenacity
with which they clung lo tl~oirntltional cnslo~ns. Later,
I3actria bcoa~ncof ia~porlnnccto the Seleucid Empirc, tu, to

sollle estent, it had been to Persia, as the barrier-state-which IiepY
matcll and ward over the S~ythi;uisof the Northern Steppes.
In this reslj;l,oct it fhilecl ; partly owing to the rivalry of
~ ~ l . t ~ l i : ~ ,to the nmbitions inlperial policy of tho. Bactrian
monnrc*hs,~ ~ l i i ceshnnsted
h
tho popuIntion \\rllile it estended
tllHil'territories, the Bnctrian Greeks v7ere forcecl to e\racuate
tIloir 1101.thornliolne 011 the Oxns, and to enact the last ilcl of
the drama of Greelr occnpntion of the Enst, in the Hnbul and
PmljnI,. Tile hiqlory of Bnctrin is the Iiiutory of tlie absorption
of a race, hut not before it presents results wliich are of consitlerc~blehistorical importauce. I t scenled indeed as if Bactrin
n:is at one tiilie IiIiely to ocTnpy the position which Parthitr
:~fterwards nssnnicd in Asi:l 3ti110r ; but the henlthy nnd
sul)relii~ly11:ltion:il ci\ilization of' the labter country cluicltly
cclil)sed tlie l)rilli,ant but exotic prod~lct of Greeli invnsion,
wliich for IL ti~ne threatened its esistence. The political
'centre of gravity ' of Ynctris tentled stcaclily to move sonth\\.artls :uvl c:~stw:lrds, lill fin:tlly tllo Greek elemcnt was
oiltirely absorbed into Inclia.
The ~ n r l yhistory of the Irnninn settlelnent of 13actria is
Only two
stntemonts :~ppenr to have any liistoriozl importance, the
umiiin~ous agrcemant of historians that Zoronster \~l\.nsn
Dnclrinn, :lnd Justin's assortion that Bnctria " was founded by
tlie Scythians ",tho signif cnnce of ~vhichI have endeavoured
to point out.

completely lost in a inkt of fable :tnd legend.

\\'it11 the nnnesntion of B:~ctria by the Persian Empire,
coine lipon surer ground, and JTorodotus gives us a good
deal of inforinntioll ahouL this important satrapy. I have
quoted fi.oiii Rnwli~ison's Edition (1367), and also from that
Edito!.'~ transcription of the Yehistun Inscription, with tlie
interesting :~llnsionto Dwdases, tho satrap elnployed by Darius
to put clo\\,n ihe ~.evoltof Phmortes of D1:irgiail:l.
mo

Ilistorj ,Illrills
Alosnntlcr's C:all~l,:~ign; l'or 11is ol)cml;iol~s:1g;\il13ttllcso
hor11 I-rorsm~cn,:lncl Ilis sul)scrlnclrt opcr:llions in lr~di:l, we
cl~iofly tlol)o~ltl 11l1on hrri:~n's Ancctnsis, :ln11 tilo \\,op]c of
Qnintus (.!r~ri;ius " Dc f:ebtrs Cestis ~ l l c x ~ r ~ tir.[ct;qlai".
dri
; he 11:1,scclhis \vorlt to :L
1:~ttor11:1spcrl1:11-)sI)ocin u~iclo~*-esti~nnlocl
gro:ll o s t o ~ i l 0 1 1 lllc r l ~ o t o r i c i : ~C~Icit:~r(:l~us~
~~
:I noI;oriC)usly
u~~t,r~.lsLwc)~.l;l.~y
:~ull~o~-il.y,
w11o \\us ilc:cusc(l, 011 trno ooc:lsio~~
:,I,
lalst, of olcilrg ont I~ist~ory~ i t l l:I. (I:~shol' ~OIII:LIICO. 0111,110
o t l ~ u r1in11J,(;'ortills cor~~:t:ts( ~~c~(.:II'(;I~IIR
ill :I(, 10:1sk ollc i I ~ S ~ : l ~ l ~ o
(IX, 11, 21), :ultl L l ~ o n g 110
l ~ Il;~sI)cell 1)lt1111otlfor ig:.ncrl.:r.l~~e
of
gcogr:~l)l~y,
t;~cl;ic:snlld :~sLronomy,110 1)r0fi!r\~os111i11nytlotails
of tho calnl)aig:~sw l ~ i u lilrri;lt~
~
o111ils. 11rri:ln is, on tho \\T]~o]I!,
I~owcver, ilnlnonscly s1111crior:IS:L so~rl*cool' :lcc~lr:~lci111'0r111ation, his r~ccount1)oillg 1):rsotl 011 tllc offioi:11 I-ccortls ol'l'kolo~n~
aull Al.istob~~lus,
w l ~ os c c ~ n sLo 11:lvo rouist,otl i,l~oIcml)I:~I;it,ns i.0
which Clait-:~~*ch~ls
soccu~nl)otl. Arri:~,n,honrovtrr, olnifs ( ~ ) c l " l ~ : ~ ~ ) s
t I~I-:LIIinlon1io11:llly) O I I U ol)isotla, tllc c1'11o1 t ~ . a ~ t ~ l ~ot'o ntlre
cl~iaclac; :uitl i l l OIIO illsl.:lnco Iro is l o ~ sc l c : ~ ,:IS I'~LI- ;LS
goobrr:il~lly is t!ol~c:c~*~~c:tl,
t,l1:111( I I I I - ~ , ~ I110
I . Gis; very coul'l~sotl
and \agno :~borlt~ , I I o ~)osil.io~l
1110 I:o\vn oL' Z:~I*~:IL;~):I,
\vI1ic11 110
socrrls to l)lmo ill 8ogtli:l. !L'llc: ctli13ioll of tlurtius lrcre quot:ctcl
is th:lt of T. 1)avisotn jlS2G).
:
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8lonl;ion I I I I I S 1)o
~ III:L(~O,
" /IIHZOT~S C ~ U S C"Lol' Lht at1mir:~l)le
worlr of Stl.:~l,o,k' the (;eollraph!/ ", wlliuh is :L111il1oof :I~G.IIL':L~-O
i~~l'on~l:~tion,
1101 ollly 011 13:1ctri:r, 11u1; on tho s ~ ~ r r o ~ ~ ~ i e l i ~ r ~
tril~cs; tllc f i l l s i g ~ ~ i l i c : ; ~ol'~ ~a ogootl
c
tlo;~l L11irL Slr:~.l~o1.caortl5
is still ;~\v:liting rt:cog~iil.ion. 1 11:1vo citotl I ? : L ~ C ~ I ~LI.:LI~sC'~"S
lat8ion(13olr1l 1851;).
Bcsi,l(:s il~nnl~~t\r.;ll,li:
~*t!li:rc~~cos
in I;l~oli.:~g::l~~onts
of' ( ~ ~ o s ~ : I s ,
iti l'oly1,i1~s ill (,]Ic .l.'t:~*il)l~~s
([or \ v I I ~ ~ ; I I J. II:I.YC) 11se11811..
RlcCril~tllo's ' f ~ . ; ~ r ~ s l ; ~ l i iol l~ ~I)IIO
) , J'Linor- C1rcoli (;oogr:ll)l~ica:tl
Mrritcrs, (Nullor 134:7) ; ill ill)l)i;ili ; Uioelorus Siculu..; ;
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P1ut:ircli ; Clclno~ilof Alcsnndl*ia ; and such Iatc writers ns
Jolln of I\I:~lnl:iand Saint Isoclore of Char:ls (all of which oflen
t,]lro\~~
unespectecl light upon obscure points,) we have Justin's
If
Trogi Pompei Hisloria~unz Phil~@icauzr,tt Epitonla
\yo accept the inoiclontnl reFe~-encesin Strnbo, Jnslin is our
only continuous authority for llie history of Btctrin afler tlie
re\volt of Diodotus. Justin, afler n quite disproportionale
]>ol>uInrityin the midtlle ages, h:ts now snnlr into a stnle of
perpaps unmerited neglect. Jnstiil has neither thc acctiracy
of Arrinn nor the gmces of Cortins, and has received inany
shrewd knocks of recent yeara. 'LTrognr \V:B a sad hislorinn,
or Ju.;ti~i a vile abridger ", is lhe relnad of an eighteenth
cenlury transl:~tor, 'l but as \trO have the testimony of many
R\~no~is
men in favour of Trogus, Justin will stnntl coudomned
It mu5t be remembered that Justin wrote, nB Adolf Holm puts
it, " for n circiilnting lihrary p ~ ~ b l i c and not for sclioln~.~,
nntl
we slioulcl be glxtefol to hiln for the immense mass of information, which \\ronld have been olher\vise lost, carelessly though
i t is liandcd down. I t is ohviously impossibl~,:as some critics
would haye us do, to mistrust every piece of infbrmntiou
~uicorroborated by f u t t h e ~testimony, thongh wherc Justin is
in opposition to other nutliorities, ho may be safely disregnrchecl.
T l ~ einoderli editor hns treatecl Justin wit11 scant courtcsy ; tho
edition here quolcd is that by Wetzel (1828)."

".

".

",

Tlie Chineso autliorities who gire n dctniled nccount of
t l ~ omovements of tlie Scj-l;liian tribes which resulted in tho
overthrow of Bnclria, are ob\riously inaccessible to the orclinnry
.rcliol:ir, who lins to depend upoil I;he results of experl
i n\restigation.
.Since writing the above, I have obtained the ndmirnble Prench.
edition, (tmllslntion, text and notes,) pnblished by C4nrnicr Frbres. The
i~~trucluction
is nn svliaustive and very impartial snmmfiry of Jnstin'e merits
apd faults.

INTRODUCTION.
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Tliis q ~ ~ c s l i o ha<
n I)ecn (1e:llb ~ v i i lin
~ vnriol~s clef acheti
articles in English and foreign pcriotlic:~lq,among \\vl~icl~
1 1li:~y
nienlion Mr. V. A. Sn~ith's :~rtiuleson the 'C S:L~<:I.~
in Nol.t?iern
Indin ", in the %titsclr~*ij*t lev Delttsrl~e,i d/;~,~ye,~laI~cZIscl~c.~~
Gcsellschaft 1907 (11. p. 402) ; nud tho articles \\hioli hnvo
appeared in the Jou7v~alsof the l?oycil ilsicttic Society, from
the pens of Dr. Fleet nnd $lr. F. \V. Thomas (1905, p. 657,
1906, pp. 181, 211, 460, kc.,) and nunierous contribotions to
tho Dengal and Bombay B1':~1iches' bI:~ngraxinos, which are
resewed to iu cletnil. The latest contril>ntions to the s u l j e c h
CS
" and " L e b'oyage (le
are fil. Chn\mnue's " T U ~ Occi(de)lta24,~'
S o n g I'isla ", nud the nrlicles nppenring from tlie pen of
N. Sylvaiu Lavi in llle ,Jou/-no1 Asi~rtipzsc. The most importa n t of all, however, is Dr. Otlo Fmnl.re's Btit,.uge uus
chintseschen Q u e l b n zta,~I<ennt?~i~
tier IT~r~~Lovoll~er
altrl S/<yl heji
~ontralasielzs" (Berliil 1904), \\~liicl~effectunlly suporsecleu
fonner works on the snl~jecl.
OF moclorn works on the s~il!jecLof E:xctrin, t l ~ e first
noticenhle book wns I'ro~n the pen of Bayell (St. l'etorsbnrg
178s). A11 oven cnrlier contribution to tlic sulljecl is " Y % e
nzorbe9.n fl'lblo~y of IIindoostan, co),bp*elrendi,ag tliat qf tile
G,-eek Empire of Bact?in and otAcv g).ent Asintic L(ingdo~ns
bol*de).ing o n its T.Vcstoola 3'~091tic,*
", 11y Tlioni:~s M n ~ i r i c e
(1802), a rnro boolr, and of antiqnnrinn interest only.
Tho first renl contl.ih~ltionto tlie scientilic study of the
history of thnb country, however, is H. H. \Vilson's A 9-ianta.
Antiq2ra, (London. 1841), a mngnificcnt worlr in every
embodying I;ho results of Massoin's researches. I t is natural
Inany of F\rilson's theories a r e now
that after sisby years :i
definitely clispro\rerl, hot thc indebtedness of a11 s u l ~ s e ~ n e n t
scho1al.s to this grenb pioneer in this rlepart~niontof 1iistoric:~l
~:osenrchis incalculnble,
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Of later worlrs, l3swlinson's

Sizth Orientccl ~l.lbnarclry"
deals at solrie length with the history of Parthia, Bactria's
great rival for supreinncy in t;he 2nd century B. C. ; and
'Spiegel's " EvaniscAe A2te?.tl&umer" has beeu consulted
(Leipsic 1875). For the history of the Seleucid Xinpire,
Mr. E. R. Bevan's '' Hotrse of Se2eucus " is the latest and
most eshnustivo authority. It contains many invaluable references to Bactria.
"

But the inost usefill contributions towards the study of
Bactrian history are perhaps those from the pen of Professor
A. Von Gutschmid of Tubingon ; his Geschichte Trans, and
his article contributed to the Encyclopctdia Britannicn, (ninth
edition) uncles the heading " Persia ", (section two), have
proved of grent service. Tho former has been described as " a
highly condensed but most informling work. I t abounds in
brilliant, if over bold conjectures". ( PV. Wroth. Cat. Parthian
coins in B. M.) Soine of these are notioed ancl corrected .in
notes to this Essay ; perhaps one of most valuable features of
the lattor is the escellent bibliography and criticislrl of authorities at the end. I n the recent volume of Mr. V. A. Smith,
on the " Early History of India ", (Oxford, 1904),the whole
question of Bactrian history is briefly but thoroughly clealt
with. This volume hns been freely used and my inclebtedness
is aclrnoivledged in my notes.

On geneixl questions, reference has been made to a grent
number of rvorl~.,those of Qrote, Adolf, Holm, and Professor
Bury in particular ; to M. Babelon's n o i s dc Syria ; to Lassen's
" Indische Alte~~th~inls-Itunde
" ; and to 8ir W. W. 1TIu7attr's
Imperial Gazeteer of India (1881), of which Vol. IV. has
been particularly full of informa t'ion.
Mention must he ~nnde,also, to the L' Sacred ~ o o k cf; the
East ", edited by Mas Muller. Vol. XXX-VI, containing

the '( Questions of Ifing ~ V i l i t ~ ",
d a with Introductory remarks
by Mr. Rhys Davids, have beeu constantly referred to : other
volumes are mentioned in the notes wheraver they mare used.
I have already referred to J. W. Mc.Crindle's translation of
ille '' I'e~*iplds 2Lfa7.i~Is'ryiltraei " ; otlier works from tlie same
pen have been used with profit, especially his " Ancient Indim
as described by ~W~gasthenes
and d ~ 7 . i a n" (1877).
Tlle history of Bactri:~is illnstrnted nnct suppleinented by
the mngnificent coi~rswhich have been from time to t i ~ mdiscovered in grent quantities, aud, in many cases, in nn
esc~lleilt state of presenratiou. Many of the Illdo-Bactrian
mo~mrcl~s
are only lrnown to us by their coins, nnd the armngen~entsof those in clironologieal order is a task still occupying
the attention of nurnis~nntists. I have not attempted to put
forward any ilow theory on this subject, which awaits really
fresli infor1n:~tion; adhuc sub judicc lisi esi.
Besicles the older worlr of llrilson and Van Prinsep, nlucll
ol' jvhich is now out of date, an eshausLive list of the Bactrian
and Seleu~idcoins in the British Musenln will be found in
Profess~rGn~.dnor's Cnfalogue oj*ihe coins of Gre~lzand Scylhic
Kings qf Bactria aud India tn the British .iUiu.~ewn,which
11asbeen reforred to estensively in ill~lstrationof this msay.
The same :~uthorhas issned a cntnlogrle of the coins of the
Seleucid Kings, which has occ:~rioi.ally pro~rerlof nsbistmce.
Both theso volurnes contain valuable introcluctions. The
P:uthian coins in the British Museum have boon citnlogned by
l\'nrwick Wroth. A very important work by Mr. V. A.
Smith, '' A Culaloyue of the coins krr the Calcutta Museum
is now being issued. The first volume has been of the utmost
use in supplelnenting the work of Garclner. Other volumes
which have been freely consulted are Von Sallet's " Die
ATucli{olgl.~Alc,cnntles' dcs grasserl i11t Baklvien " (Berlin 11(78),

",

and General Sir Alexander Cunningh:mts " Ct)ins:of Ancient
Jndia " and ",Coins of klexandcr's successors in Ilie East " in
the Numis~tiaticChqlon icle (68-73).
Professor E. J. Itapson has contributed a short resume of'
the latest conclasions he has arrived at, on the vexed questions
of Indo-Bactrian coinage, to the G'undlniss d e ~lido-a~isclten
Philologie, which 1have consulted with profit.
There are no Graeco-Bactrian inscriptions extant. For
lndian inscriptions bearing on the snbject, 1have used Buhler's
'' Epigraphia Indka

".

The vexed question, as to the influence which the inrupt i m of the Bactrian Greelrs had upon the progress. of civilization in India, has been dealt with from two opposite. points of'
view. Niese, on the one hand, holds that the whole subsequent developinent of Iudio w w due to Alesander'k influence.
On the other hand, Mr. V. A. Smith, who says that Niese's
astonishing paradox '" is 'L not supported by :t single fact ",
considers that Alexander's invision taught lndia nothing, and'
that the great Iinl~erialideas of the Maurya monarchs were,
Persian, if anything at all, save n natural and incligenous
political developmont.

''

The indebtednes of India to the Wesk in astronomy, art.
nnd drama, has heen toucher1 npon'by Sir W. W. Hunter in
Vol. I V of the Imperial G ' a z e t t e e ~ of India. (London 1S81),
p. 26 1 ; but t h ~real
. question, whether the Westeru influence
here to be discelmed, is redly due to the Bactrian Greeks, who
hnd owe held sway in the Punjab or to Graeco-Roman
sources has only been adequately dealt with by recent writers.
Il: have tried to point out. in this essay,' that, while in astronoiny the influence of Western thought appears to have been
felt comparntively late, in art lye inllst distinguish between the
cosmopolitan characteristics of the "I~clo-Corinthiany"

I
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~architectm,o,which nre clearly more Roman than Greek, ~ t n d
tho singular purity of the Gandhara bas-reliefs, which have a
purely I2ellenic air.
The older boolcs on Indian Architecture have been of
little use on this point ; important modern contributions to the
stmly of Graeco-1ndi:~n art, are the Catalogue of tlre Archaological Collectioazs in the Indian Museum, Calcztttu, by Dr. J.
Anderson (1883), and MI*.V. A. Smith's most able paper
(J.A.S.B., 1889, Vol. 58, i, p. 115.) on " G~aeco-Roman
Mr. Growse's
InJzlence on the Civilization oj' Ancient India
" ~1f1~tliv~~iz
", and General Sir Alexallcler Cunningliarn's extensive '' Bepo7.t.~of the A~~cltmlogicalSurvey of l n d i a ", must
not escape notice ; the latter, of coulse, is invalnable.

".

Most important of all, however, are the admirable contributions of >I. A. Foucher, who has investigated the
Yeshawar district under the allspices of the Acnclemie dei
Inscriptions e t Belles Lettres. Of Rl. Foucher's worlts, the
following have Lee11 consulted :-'I A70te.s SZLP In geogq.aphie
" (Hanoi 1902), " Szw I n Frontiere
aracienne d z ~ G~andlu~?w,
Indo-Af'Aane " (Pnris 1901), and liis recent L'art dl6
GActntlAarn of which only Vol. I. has been available to me.
I t is with great reh~ctancethat we are forced to put forward
the date of the famons sculptures of the Galldhara district and
ascribe then1 to the period of the Rus11:m and Scythic
monarchs. Foncher's ad~nirable re~narlts nlay be of some
oonsoIatioll to the student of history, who contemplates ruefully
the ruin of shnttorecl theories : " Nous en attribuerions volontiers la patarnitd A ces artistes errants qui colportaint alors dans
les provinces, et jusque par delh les bornes de I'Empire, les
proc6cIb d6jA ~terootyp6s de l'nrt Grec. Les sculpteurs qoi
pour le benefice des pieux clonatenrs dC1 Gi~ndhBra,adr~ptbrent
lo type d'Apollon iL la reprckientation des divinitbs boudhiqne3,
sembleiit bien les petits-cousins do ceur qui, vers ln inOirio

",
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Lpoque, coifhient le Mithm perkan du bonnet Ghrygien de
'Ganyrn8de
et donnaient ,au JBsus des Cntacombes les
itraits d'Orph8e ou du Bon Pasteur."

...

Addenda.-Mention
must be made of Dr. Stein's " SandBuried ruins of Khodan " (1903), which s'eems to show that,
under Kanishka, Gmeco-Buddhist culture spread far into the
Khotan deserts, following in the wake of lndiin arms.

An important article by

W.W.Tarn in

the h u ~ n a to j
HeEZeniqnz b
has been consulted and found to be of

17ie Hellenia SociPty, 1302, entitled

Bacts)*ia and India
great assistance.

"

" ATotes

on

On the subject of Indian Sculpture a d Painting, Mr. E.
B. Havell's book (DiIuri-iy 1908) is the latest nuthority.
Nr. Hnvell repudiates with vigour the idea that Indian art
owes anything to Graeco-Roman influence [see the Review
in the R.A.S. Journal April, 1909, [p. 5 4 l f f l .
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of ancient Iran, knotvu to Greek

\vriters as the province of Baci;ria,l uiaB
usually considered .to include the s k i p of conntry
lying between the slopes of the Hindu-lcush and the
river Oxns. To the north of it lay the kindred province of Sogcliann, which is intimately conuected by
its position, nationality, aud history with 13actria,
ancl ~ v i l be
l coilsiclered aC the same film.' Sogcliana
stretched north to the banks of the J a s a ~ t e s ,and
may be ronghly clefinecl as the ~1;rip of coautry
lying between the two rivers. To the north and
east, over the river, lay the illimitable Scytlliau
steppea, even now fraught with vague terrors to
the inhabitants of the Oxns Valley, on a c c o ~ ~ noi'
t
the restless hordes of nomads, ever ~ n e i l a c i nthe
~
frontier.

-

Origin uncertain. Perhaps from (A) psktra-" Northern " in
Zond, it beiug the moat northelsly of thc four primitive Aryan
scttlemente.
2 Scc Stmho (or 15rirtllostherlns) XI, 8. 1. 8.
1

Bactrin mas loolted on by the Persia11monsrclls
as the 11csrt of Iran. '' 11, was tl1e boast of all
A ~ ~ ~ says
~ ~ Strabo,
; L " ~
ailcl it owed its importance
to tile concnrrencc o i inany circumslances. I t lay
directly in the grcaf, trade route lo India : the
caravans, llleil as now, passed througll I<nbul and
~ ( ~ ~ c l a hona rtllcir way from Juclia lo the Casl,ian
;LU~l
Asiatic ports ; ailcl, strategically, ljaclria ~\ras
of l)aranlount, iinportaucc as a frontier s b t e , guarclillg the ii~lillcilseeml~ircof the AIedcs on its weakest
Gcsicles, Gactria had a considerable trscle
of its omu. 11 proclucecl all the Glleek arliclcs 01
food cscept Ihc: oli\reg. Silphiuin grew in great
clnanLities ou Ihe slol)er;: of the Ilinclu-Iiush, aucl
fbnned a valuable arljcle of colllmerce iu itself,
besides provillg of use iu the hL1,ening of a n escelleut breed of sheep \ aucl Bactrian horses were
as fan~ous as the Arabs of a later clay5. Qniutus
Cnrtiilshsums up the chief geograpl~icalcharacter-

Strnl.)o X I . 11. 1. cf. Virgil C+eorgios 11. 137.
" Scd ricque Ikledoruii~silva: clitissima ter19a
L:ruclibus Itnlim certet, nun B:lctrn neque Indi"
For thc :rlmoet p~#ovcrbialfertility of t l ~ e country. I t pnid tllc
(;rc:tt King 360 t:~lents tribute-:L very respectixblo sum, :lttesting
to thc richl~css of tllc soil; far short, I~owever,of Assyrin ( t ~ l e
ricl~cstprovince) mitli 1,000 talcr~ts( v i d e Herodotl~s111, 92).
See the Bellistun I~~scription,Cul. S., par:t. 3. On t:le
rcl~cllion of Phl.nortcs in 3Inrgi:ianx, Uurius sent one Dndarscs to
" Sriiite the people that owned him uot.-And
by God's grace,
lic defentcd t l ~ c1-cbels
:{
Strabo. XI., 1 I . 1.
4 drriati. Anob : 3. 29.
5 The, '' nredic herb " (lucerne) grew a11 ovor Irnn ;xnd madc
ndinirnl,lc foddor.
6 Q, Gurlius. VII. 4. 26 (19).
1

".

istics of the coun~ryi11 an escelleuk nlan~le~*:--" The
soil of Bactria," he remarks, '' varies considcrsl~lyill
its naLure. In soiile ripots extensive orcharcls and
vineyarcls procluce abuuclant h i t of a most clelicious
qpality. T h e soil thcre is. rich and woll-watcrecl,
The warmer parts proclucc crops of cor11: the rcgt
is hetter for pas1,ul.c lancl. The fertile pol.lions arc
clellsely.
. populatccl,.
.
aucl rear an incredible number
of horses." This descriptiou has becn cordially
early explorers of iilodern Turkestaal.
W e may compare 1vhal;a lllorc rccent. visitor
has to say on the subject. Tlle " Times correspondent with Sir Pel;er Lurn~clen'sforce, writing
on Blarch,lBth, 1882, ssys :-"Two
brsnchcs of thc
Parapatnisus run. from Herat f;o tlle I-Iari End".
Tho south branch of the Parapamisus is 1.eprcscnt;ecl
by genkle ~~uclulationsof gravelly soil, coverecl
with camel thorll and assafedita" ~vhich.intervene
between Herat and tlie frontier . . . . . ." " Groves
of pistachio. and mulberry trees, bushes, ~vilclcarrots testified to the richness of. the soil,.. irl.igatcd
in many places by streains of tlic purest water alive
wit11 fish."
" '

-

1

sir A, B u r r ~ o s( J o u ~ n o y t o B o l i l l a ~ ~1~ . 245 ) 1-cmnrks that

" Tllc Im1guage 01 the most gritphic \sritelS could

~ ~ dellnoate
o t
this
c o n n t r e with groi~terosnctucs~."
" B~i~is
; 1 110 classion1
a T l ~ i tullios
s
in n rc~il;~l.knblc
\vrq with Arriun. Atlab. 3, 29.

".

out that
CurtiLls, ]lolvever, is carefill to
hia deeoriytiou ouly applies to the ferlile a l l ~ \ ~ i a l
of the Oxus valley, and the slopes of the
Parapmniso*. Vast tracts, he continues, consist
of barreu saucl-dunes, and when the wind blows
from the north-west, every land-mark is obliterated.
IIills of sancl are pilecl up in every direction, and
thc whole face of the cotl~ltry is so al~ered, that
the traveller call only steer his course by the stars.
One curious effect of this is i~oticed by Arriau
and Strabol. Many of the rivers, like the Arins
(Hsri Xud)", the so-callecl Po1ytimetus3 in Sogdialla (the w m c is a corruption, Strabo Hays, of
the locs~l word, coined by the AIacedonians ancl
af'terwallclssanctioned by Ari~;tobulus),flow into the
sa~lclancl are absorbed, This is par~icnlarlynoticeable in the case of the Hari Eud, 11lhich disappears
near Llle oasi6: of Tejend, ill the Turcoman
It
is, no doul)t, owing to some exagg-eratecl story
arising koln this pllenoinenon tilab Curtins has sucll
fi stl'allge tale to tell of the Polyl,imetusJ. " This
l'i~el','' Ile gravely asserts, " is confiuecl betweell

_

Strabo. Geog: ST.5. of Awian. Anab. IV. 6.
The clnssic:rl " Arius ".
3 'l'l~emoderll " Zawfshau ", i.e., ' I bringing down gold "-lilre
the Pirctolus. No doubt the ancient name (whatever it m;ry have
been ) referred, like the modern one, to its auriferous qu$ities, and
tRc Orcck " Polytimetlls " was n sort of rough equivalent for the
Imnittn word, wl~atevertlii~twrs.
I

2

,'

(,j.

c, I'll. 10.
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narrow banks ancl suddenly plunges into the bowels
of the earth. Tlle ~ o u n dof flowing water enables
one to krace its subterranean course ; though the
grouncl above, in spite of' the volume of water
flowing nuderueal;h, shows no traces of mois1,ure."
The l~henoilicnonmay be also observed in I<hotau,
wherc rivers have even coinpletely changed their
coursal. 171atl;hew Aruold's description of the OXUH
iuevittably rises to the mind in this connection :" Thcn snrlds begin
Tn helm his watery course, and dnm his strenlns
Ancl splilil; his currents, thnb for malq a, lengne
The sl~onland pa~:celledOxus slrains along
Throngh l.xds of a n d and mabtcd rushy isles."

It shoulcl be added that Sogdiana was far less
Certile than Ba,cl;via. I-Iel-e the deserts l~redominated, the only really fertile counl;ry being in 111e
viciuily of tihe royal city of Maracancla. Tllefie
deserts ]lad a cer~.aiuprotective value to Bactria and
Sogdiana : Lhey preeeated I;o the invader an obstacle
which it has puszled many a general to surmonnb
fiom Alexander to Skobeleff and ICuropatkin.

But the rnost characteristic geographical feature
of Bactria has yet lo be mentionecl. I refer to the
---

The Oxus in Strubo's days flowed into the Caspian, near
Krnsnovodsk. The rive13 in the Punjab have evidently altered
considerably, to the vexation of t h e historinn of Aloxnoder's opcrations i n the Enst. T h e moclern tlaliih issonle milos fi.orn the riwr
(tllc ancient Bactrns) on which it seems once t o have stood. For
Khobn, sce Dr. Slcin's rccant book, Passiin.
1

-

roc]' ii,rtresr;cr; ficrtiicrccl throughout t,he c o u n t r ~ ,

wllich natnrc nrtd hnman art in many cases made
well nigh ilnpreguablc, slrong enough, at any rate,
to has- all the Wsoul-ces of ' the greal, Emathian
colalueror' hilnself. Stl*abol givcs us a n~infltc
laccount of tllcsc, as they existed in tllo days of the
Mececlonian invasion. The chief of them was the
citadel of Sisimi~hres,which was snrrenderecl by
O a ~ s r l c s to Alcsaucler. It was said to have bccn
fifteen stadia high a,nd eighty stadia in circuinferencc
al; thc base. Tlie summit formed a broad plateall,
capable of containing s garrison of five hundred
men nud susccptiblc of cnl tivation'. Ms~tacailda
in Sogcliana, thc city of the Sogcliau princes, was
said to have been double this in height : on the
Acropolis stood the royal palace, the scene, probably,
of the tragedy which coat C l i l ~ his
~ s life. In nzediceval
times it becallle famous in history ancl legenci under
tlie naille of Samarlchand3. But thc strongest and
i r ~Inany ways the lllost reluarkablc of these ci~ics
was the capital of the province of Bactria, Bactra or
Zsriaspa, " the city of the horse, " as the Iranians
-

1

-

Vi& XI. US. 4, tic.
The mont remarkable specimc~l was the gigantic citadel of
Aolsnos, app:rrcntly the Rlahabnu Hill. See V. Smith. Early History
of India. p. 68 (p. 71 Second Edition). The traveller will be reminded of the magnificent Si-giriy:~(Lion'sroclr) in Ceylon, where Rasappa held olit £01. fifteen years, sod of the great Eorta characteristic of
the Deccall country.
I ventnre to assume tho identity of Biactra ancl Maracanda
with Belkh and Srmnrcalld rcspcctively,
J

loved to call it, a, fittiug name for the chief to\vn of a
1a11d famous for i1;s gallant ca\ralrjr. Its strenglh
is att;ested to by Polyl>ius?who sl~calrsof the heroic
resistance it madc (:XI ollc occasion, PO that the 'siegc
of Bactra,' r ~ a reckonecl
s
among the most rcmark able
Gats of arms iu ancient milila~yhistory, and had
long bcco~llea colnnlorl place for ihc rhetorician ancl
110ct. Onesicril,use cloes not givc a vcry ijvonrable
accounl; of it, it is true. " The suburb^," he says,
" arc clean, but; the interior i ~ ti111
:
of bones, as
the olcl ancl sick axe giveu t;o clogs to dcvonr : tdlesc
auimals," he adds, " arc 1c11o\vnas ' Ent;oinbers ' by
the inhabitants. "
Onesicritns, holvever, inay be repeating tl story
which arose from tllc Zoroastrian custorn of exposing
1;lieil. dead o u " t o w e ~ sof silence." The Grccks
1.ookecl on t h i ~' barbarons' habit, with a not; uuuatnral repugnance. Alcxancler, rve are told, abolished
the p r a c t i ~ e ,as
~ the Eoglish have abolished 'Sati'
in India ; and the s1;ory of the part played by tho
dogs may be traced to the custonz still pracI;ised
-

-

Polybius LYIX.12. 8. ProBubly by Antiochlis the Grcxt, but
me cannot bc ce~-lui?t(Von. Gutschmidt apparently i).l'olybius doc8
not say so.
a
Apud Slrabonein. XI, 11, 3.
3 F o r thc goncral pei.sccution of tlie Ignicolistx by Aloxnndcr
J. 13. R.A. S. XV.
(HCC Rehntsek's article on Lhe "Alexnnilcr B.i;gtli."
1867).
Nimm recorilv thaL Alcsnnrlor burnt tllc Avcul;r books and iorlirdc
lira-nroruhip.

by illc Parsis, or sl~olviugthe )Judy of a uelvly-dead
11ers01-1to a dog, for t l x ~ L I P P O Bof
~ keeping off
the evil spirit lying in wait for the soul of the
departed. In llle city of Bactria stood a shrine and
statue of the great godcless haitis,' or (to give her
11cr Iranian name) Ihlallicl, one of the most revered
of the cleihics of Iran ancl tllc surl~oundiagnations,
nilcl worshippecl under various nameH t,lironghout
Asia Minor, p a r l i c ~ ~ l a ~inl y Anlleoia. TVhctho.
~ l l eTvas connectecl with Ihe godcless ltnown to
11s by the name of " Diana of the Ephesians "
is uncertain. Eotll alilic wcrc identifiecl with Greek
L2rlei~~is,
and tllc est,remc. liceuse prevailing a t her
1 A,rahitl or A)tuitis. This goddess nus also known as Nane:~
or Ane:i, and as s11c11is referred to in the dpocryph:~biec : 11. 1, 13.
Her shrines mere very rich, and more than oilco were plundered by
Seluucid or I'rrrthian to replenish their coffers,-Nithridates I was
guilty of this offence. (Antiochus Epiphitnes in Elymais (Mac : I,
6, 13) mas another. Cf. Rawlinson's Sixth Oriental Mon:rrchy
p. 73,)
Sir J. G . Willrinson identifies her with Venus; he snys the morle~*n
Persian nmne for Venus is Ariahid. This vlev is soppo1.tec1 by the
accounts of prostitution at her temple in Aciliselle (this is uot, of
course, conclnsivc) mentioned by Strabo. XI, 14, 16-(see Ri~wlinson'e
Herodotu8, Appendix to Book 111,E ~ s u yI).
She is iilso perhaps the Xylitta or Alitta of Babylon ( R : ~ d i n s o n
See :ln ilrticle by S y k e ~ , in Tr:lnsactions, 1301nbny
, p. 281. " The angel corresponding to Alitta is the
Persian Anehita. The Irunian deity who would remind us of the
Ling end the Toni, would be Aa~rhiltc, who ia the ps,~sorri$cutiow of
[ h e ji.ucrlfyi)~g powws ~/'~?'alrrre."(Sakti.) Sec especially what is
said by Hunter, Imperial Gazetteer IV., p. 503, " Inclia,'"881, on
the S:tktn sects, non-Arynn in origin.a

u Beauchamp, Clareurlon Press, 1897,
*For Dnboie, see t r t ~ ~ d a t i oby
(3rccors Instit~~tions,
et ceremonies des Peuples de 1' Inde, par ,T. A.
Dubois;. He i s only rnluahle afi dcmibing India as he fonncl i t ; his
genernl stabn~eutsare ~utrostwo~tl~y.
For the Bnkti Pnja see II., Ch.IT;,
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festivals tempts the s tudcnt of co~llparativemy thology
to see in both the Hindu goddess Sakti. Sakti, like
the Ephesian Artemis, is the goddess of fecundity,
and her fcasts, the ' Bakti P ~ j a , 'described by that
remarkable student of Indian customs, the Abbe
Dubois, are strilcingly like the 'Bacchanalian' feast
called the " Sacwa", celebraled at Zela, iu which
men and molllelr ' passecl day and night iu lascivious i n d ~ ~ l g e n c e . 'This
~
feast is saicl to ha.ve been
insti1;uted by Clyrus in commeillorai;ion of his victory
over the Sacae; but it was probably a national p r z Aryan feast of Anahicl, and anterior l;o the Persian
victory it was said to commemorate. The feast,
Strabo tells us, took place " wherever there mas a
temple of t l ~ i sgoclcless, " and he aclcls the significant
detail, I;ha~tlie cclcbrauks werc " dressed in Scythian
raimellt."
We are for tun at;^ in possessiug further details
with regard to the Bactrian Anahid. She is invoked
in the Zend-Bvesta as the " Highgirdled one,
clad in a golden mantle. On hhiue head is a
golden crown, with eight rays and :an h ~ i n d r e d
stars: thou art clad in a robe of thirty otter skins, of
the sort with shining fur
That this actually
'ja.

1

Stmbo. XI, 8 , 4 , also A, and see what he says in 11,16.
Val. 11, p. 28. " Sncrcd lloolrs of the Enst," Darmosteter's

trd11sli~Liu11.

clcscribcs lllc statue ill Euolria is allnost coi1clusi1-cly
pro~rccl
a fine coiil of Deinctrius ' representing
a god~lesswhose appe,arance answers allnost exactly
to the clescription hcrc quol.ec1; ancl our clo~lht~.
a r e filill f~u~lhcr
sct at; rest by a rci'crcnce i l l Clclllcut
of' Alesandria lo a, ' staluc ol Anailis a1 Bactria 12.
Snch \\.as the great city of Bactra, standing 011
the high Roacl bctnrccn east, and west, a ' mecting
l~laccof llle natioils ' : sil,na,t~din t,'r;e iniclst of the
fcrtile foothills of tllc P;~rapainisns,with il,s allnost
impregnable Acropolis ancl its famous shrine, it was
n fit l11,zce for the confluence of' /,kc two civilizatioi~s.
Thc 111ocl ern travcllcr filicls 110 P C I I I ~ ~ Lof
I S its ailcicnt
glorics ill tlle ramljling to~vn ol' lllodern Balkh :
dl kaccs of thc olcl Irailian aucl Greek cities are
hidclen uncler a tilass of mecliawal Mahoininedan
ruius3.
It i s perhaps ncccssary to acld a few worcls
on the icleutity of Bactra ancl Zariasya. Some inoclern anthorilies still consicler that the two names
1 Gnrclner's " Coins of the Greek ancl Scythic. Kings of Bactria
ancl India, in the British hloseum." Plate 111. 1. Perhnps she
sppenrv in tlio coin of Euthydemus figured by W. Wilson, Ariann
Antiqua. Plittc 11,1. (Wilson says it is Apollo, however I)
a
Protrepticos, Ch. G5. He calls il Aphrodite Tnnais : but his
meaning seoins clear. (? T:rn:ris, n corruption of Bnaiti~.)
:' Uactria wns ouo of the c:tpit:~l~
of the grant Hun Emperors,
and must havo been built over by 500 A. n. with fresh muterials.
Journe?~~
p. 206) is impressed with tho size
Genornl Ferrier (CC~I-ILVCI~L
of t l ~ ernins. But ho rcfe1.s to Mcdiloval, not :inciont, rcmai~is.
~ I ~ m c r eho
r , nppoars to have soen somc inscribed bricks niuong thorn.
Sco Encycl : (Brit : 9th Eclition) sab voco " T~~rltcstnn
".

states tlial, Gac1,ra was the capital. The name l3acisa,
Ire says, was co~lizecleclwit11 bhc river Bactrus, a
tril)u[,ary oi' tllc Osus, irhich fl o\vs I,llrough il. The
probable explanation is tllal which l'liny2 Liuls
at ( " O p ~ i d i ~%~a1r i a ~ l ~C a~ ,U O Cpostea
~
Bs~cl,raafluminc
appellatulll ct;t")- thal Caclra as a laicr ( Greek )
name ~vhiclrgrczclually superseclccl the olclcr (Iranian)
~us
~cmrir;tto 1c11ornklle cily only
one. Q ~ ~ i n Curbins
b y its laler 1itl.e. 111 Lhi~coi~nectioilil is not withool
interest to notice an early conjecture of La Rochelte's,
b y which Zariaspa is co~lnectecl wihh %ma, bile
Persian Artcnis, possibly Anahid herself3.
On the otller hancl, Plolcllly seems to clistingnish
the lwo, sllcl hc is np1)arently foLlowec1 by A ~ . r i 1.a ~
Arrian cloes 1101 cxl~licitlystatc tha(, Zariaspa is in
Sogdia, but h e fscerns to imply i14. On one occasio~l
specially he is clcscribing hlexandcr's rec11-lciion of
Sogdia, and gocs on to say L11a1 h e ~vintcrecl in
Zariaspa. Zariaspa is made the temporary capital,
where Alexander receives Pllraataphernes and
Stasanor, and where the ~n~zrclerof Clitus talccs
place.
1
3

4

Str,zbo.,XI., 11, 3.
N. H., VI, 18.
Wilson I' A~innz." p, 297.
Aiinb. IV, 7 , l . '
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In the story as given by Curtius, these events
happened at itiaracanda. A s 3iaracanda was the
royal capital, this seenls h r more roba able, a n d
we call nlerely conclude that Arrian has blundered.
Zariaspa being spoken of as a ' capital', he has come
to the concl~lsion that it must be the capital of
Sogdia.'
1 Uaclrn nr~tl %ariaspa.-Arrinn
is supported by somc modelen
ant)loritics. Bee Adolf Elolm's Greclr History (Ellglisll Tr:inslntion)
Vol. 1. Ch. '25, Noto I. Bury in his Greelc History (following
apparently Von S c h ~ : ~ z ' "s Alexander des Grosson Pelzuge in1
Tnrkcstnn") s:lys that Znrinspn and Bactra bore somcwhnt t h e eame
relation t o on0 nnothcr as tho Sogdian cities of Mnrncanda and
Sogdinnn. Ho idcnticies Zrrriaspn with tho modern Chnrgui, on the
Oxus, n good deal to t h e N.W. of Bnctria. (p. 791, and the
accornpanyillg map.)

CHAPTER 11.

HE Bactrisu Empire was founded by the
Scythians, says Justin! This statement
probably comes very near the truth ; for,
by examining the scattered notices in Justin, Cnrtius,
Arrian and Strabo2, we shall find there are ample
traces of a non-Aryan helot- population existing in
Ractria up to the time of Alexander; it woulcl appear
highly probable that we are here presented with a
coudition of things quite silrlilar to that which
obtailleci in ancient Sparta or early Norman
Englaucl, unless an even closer parkllel i~ to be
found in the oligarchies of ancient Thessaly.
We know that there was a constant tenciency
on the part of the tribes beyond the Jaxartes to
move south : this tendency was part of the waveJustin 11. 3.
Especinlly Stmbo. XI. 8 4 "The Sncae used to make raids
Herodotun refers
likc the Cimmerians .......Ill
/rev occzpietl Bactria
to the Sacae and Bactrians in one breath, constnntly, as if there were
but little difference between tliom ; as, indeed, thero would be, iE the
Satriapy of Bnctria consi~tedof Sacne with an Iranian aristocracy.
Scc especi;illy the story of Masistes. (IS. 113.) 3lasi.stes mould have
stirredup o revolt, had he gone back to Urrctrin amorrg the Sacaa.
I-Tysttt~pe~
(VII. 5 4 ) was in command of the
Bachlans arrtl
1

:,

".

".

lS11~11~
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movement which has produced the great in~rasioll~
of' t h e vest fioin time immemorial1, ailcl it is likely
that t h e fertile Oxus valley was all~eaclyin possession of Scythiau tribes,--Sacae very probablyY,
wlien the Iranians appeared. &!any of the customs
which we look upon as purely as " Zoroastrian ",
]nay be really o r uon-Aryan origin" The practice of
exposing the dead appears to haye been conlmon
in various forms among nmly Scythian..tribes. Cau
i t be possible that the ~ r a c t i c elllerely received a
sanction fro111 the religion oi' Zoroaster ? We may
c o m ~ a r et;he accounts of tlic Eactrian custoills with
regard to l l ~ edead aucl iulirln, tvitll tllosc ol~tair~jng
amoitg tlic I'ar~~liiaur;r,Derbices, the Cei4? ,,he
Cas gii5alid the lYlassegets~e'',from wliicll it may be
inferrccl that they all llacl a common origin, nncl
that p r ~ - A ~ y a ancl
n , l~ossiblyFcyt;hia~ior Fac~en'.
1 It has been snggestcd t.hat i n the S:\c:ro we Iirlcl thc ctrrliest
mention of the T u r k . (Burg, History of Creecc p. 791).
" T h e y call all tho Sncae Scytl~inns'' (Herod : VU. 64.)
T h e word rcally applies to a particular tribe, but 1s used looscly of
all " Scythinns" by classicnl rnritel.~.
3 '-Tile g e l z e ~ u l ~ O L ~is Gdclinciltion. in dogs and birds " (J.ustin
41. 3.)
4 Str;~bo,
X. 5. 6.
6
,, XI, 11. 8.
6
, XI. 8. 6. (ivlasa Pelllevi for &'great"): Note
I
lib, 3) :c s p ~ c i n I l y~vhnt Strsbo snyn of tha E~ctrinnC I I H ~ O ~(XI,
" '1'110 ~)r:rcticc of tho Urspii, with regirrd to their dcnd, is more
tolorlrldc than thnt of the Bactri;ms. bztl llrc cuslonis or. the taller
resonblc the Sc?ythiu/~customs rno1.e closel!y ", U I I ~ G S ( : we intcrprot thc
~vorcl U X U O I X ~ T ~ P O V :IS n~orcly 111c:rning " lilorc savsgc ", in :L gcnerirl
scnso.
'#

The fur-clad Anaitial, too, izzaj have cxistecl
in Bactria at a periocl anlcrior to the coming of the
Iranians,
Her principal [cast was callccl thc
" Sacea ", and we may be ten~ptecltto think that the
firs which were her chief orllamcnt, lilre hhosc of
ihe god describccl by Cuiluiughamz, point to her
being origillally a, Scylhiau or Sac:e~~deily Srom
IIze colcl uor~h,whcrc the Noillail C1-il~cr;o[t,cn wore
scal-skin3 and othcr f11l.s. Slie was n o cloubt take11
over and identified with the I r a n i a ~ ancl
,
later thc
Ilcllenic, goddess by the process of ' Syncrelifiill ',
which is a coi~lmon phcnolne~lon of later Greck

religion.
The Tranisu C O I I ~ L l C T O 1 ' B seem to have seized
the hill fortresses, sncl to have establisliccl themselves there, as the Xormalls dicl in their casl;l.cs in
England : and llcuce we f i i ~ c lI;he various strongholcls
to have been severally the abodes of the great
Irailiau lords, Oxyartes, Sismithres ancl others.
These I1.ailians appear to have formed the ' knightly '
or Ecluestrian class (for which again we g o to
Norman, England, for a parallel), and the famous
, 1 Anrrilis -Scc
note on prorioos chapter. It.]nay bc here
as wall to draw nttcntion lo tho xignilicnnt fnct that the
Scythian invndclv of Utrctri:~nrcrc pri.tio~ilnrlydevoted to her cult.
Nand appeus on ncarly all thclr coins, parliculady those of Kadphisen.
on 11 coin of Huvixlcx.
Shc is
Cunningl~nrn,
N ~ i m: Chron : TX. '295.
2
3 t: y. Tllc Rl:iss:~gctto,St1:rl)o XI, 8. 7.

,

Bactrian cavalry force was, perhaps, drawn eofely
from their n~unbers. This is the state of this w e
should, by analogy, expect, and ils actual existence
i s strongly hinted al; by some renlarkable words of
CUFL~UEI.
In describing one of tlie inauy outbreaks whicll
rendered the reduction of Baclria and Sogdia
such a colossal task to Alexander, Curtins says :-" Alexander was again checked by news of from
revolt in Sogdia, which l ~ a dspread over Bactria
as well ............ Spitarnenes and Catenes h a d
spread a rumour that Alexander was goiug to snmmoil all tho " Xqnites " and put them to death.
b o w there zoere ssvon thousand of these whom the
yesl obeyed (vii millia erant
qnoruln auctoritati
ceteri seqnebantnr (') )". These worcls seem to
point to some sort of distinct; standing accorded
to the Equestrian body, and we can .readily understand that this position would be confined strictly
to the Iranian conquerors. Such a suppo~itiou,too,
gives point to the story of the rumour. Alexauder
W E I Sgoing to com~lete the subjugation of Bactria
by siding with the Helots in a massacre of their
Iranian masters. Whether, as in Sparta, every
Iranian bore arms is not known at all : the cavalry
force nuinbered from seven to eleven thousand.
1

Curtius. VII. 6.

-

Evidently the Iranians were closely rclated t,o
the Aryans of Norl;heru India : betweeu them,
llowever, was a bitter rivalry. Perhaps the tillers
of t h e rich Oxus ox alley suffered from plundering
espeditions froin beyourl the Parapamisns ; Sor,
tl~ong.11the B1.ah1nin aud %olsoaslrinn creed have a
coilzlnou origin in the Vcdic faith, the I~lclinnDcvas
bccoine the malignant spirils of the Zci-~cl-il~(?st;~.
Traditiou gives " Zoroastcr " as the Grst king'.
l h e r e is uo real vcnson Sor suspecting the llistorical
reality of great but shado~vycharacter, t,hougll \vc
have no inore reliable i~ilor~naLion
abonl hiin tliail
abont Lycurgns.
'' Pcrhaps ", says X~eslcott2,
"Zarathnshtra Spita~na arosc to orgnnise his
con~ltrymenand purify their faith ~ v l l e ~thc
l Aryan
tribcs of Uactl-ia ancl North Ii~diczwere 011 thc point
of d i s n ~ p t i o n". This woulcl p11t tlic I r ; i i ~ i & ~ ~
occnpalion of' Ijactria (low11 lo tlie ~ilicldleof tlle 211cl
milleninm B.C. The hgrmns oC tlie %end-A1resl.a
contain, as we hnve seen, one allusion nt leasl,
which seerns to point to a Bactrinn origin"
I 1

Justin, 2. 3.
Gospel of Life. s. v Zoronster.
8
Li1erutzst.a qf U,cot,.itc.-Litcrat~lre seems Lo be indebted to
Bnctria for the 11ymns of tho %end-L\ vestn.
It i s curious to note that two colnllloll pro\~cl~bs
d the present
Coba~ses,q)e:ilring of
dlry seem to hnve hacl ;I Bactl.i:~n origin.
Alexander to Uessus, mid:-"Ilis bark is worse thnn his bite ; it is
the still water which
deop ". [ : l ( l j i c i l ddiirrle quotl tcp~rrl
Buclq-iavos vulgo U R U ~ I O L ~:L Vcunen1
~
/lmirlzrm vel~aniarrlirrslalrurc
quona lno~dere: nlfissilnn quoque Jzcn~i~ranrillimo aolro ltrbi ".) - Q.
C ~ . u t i u sVI1.
,
4.
1

2

are also led to consicler tllat Baclria was the crnclle
of the Zoroaslrian creed by another fact: the purelor more extreine forms 01 tho pract,ices xlhich
Z a r a t l ~ ~ ~ s hprescribed
tra
never seem to have spread
F~~rther
than Bactrizt, except ainong [(he Ma'gi. T h e
Persians buried ~heil-clead, first cmbsllming thern
and covering tlieln with a coat of wax to prevellt
contact with the sacred element;, Earth1. Arrian,
for instsuce, relates that Alexander sent the body
of Darius t,o be interred in the royal inansoleurn
among h e boclics of the Iring of his ancestors'.
TIie stories ~vliicllJn~;l;inand Diodorus (drawing, apparently, ul~onCtesias for their infbnnshion)
re1al;e concerniixg tllc l~istoi~y
of Bactria during tlie
Assyrian period, have, of course, no direct I~istoric
value. But they attest in a very interesting fashion
to the immense antiquity of the sbdvallcecl type of
civilizakion in Bactria. Even in the remote a g e to
which the legends apparently refer, the Bactrians or
Eahlikas, as the Hindu accounts call them, were the
rivals and foes of Mineveli itself. Bactria, according
to classical story, mas first conquered and addecl LO
Assyria by Sinus, who in his last war defeated a n d
lrilled a Bactrian nzonarch, whom Diodorus calls
-.-

Horodotos I. 1140. ( A sect of Brruis in Gozornt still
thcir dc:d aFler bri~igingiL (log t o riciv the corpsc).
2 Bnnl,:isis, 3, 22, 1.
1
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Oxyastes, bnt who is identiiiecl by Justin wit11
Zoroas ter himself. Legeud further gives the
Bactrians a prominent share in the attack jjlhioh
Arbaces made upon Ninevell in the days of Assurbanipal (Sardanapalns), resnl ling in the overthrow
of t h e Assyrian Empire, and the fact is not jjli~hout
significance, as it indicates that Bactria llad a
military reputation at an early dat>e; after this
legend is silent for many years, ancl when Uactria
again emerges upon the scene, we find oursel~res
upon surer ground.
Under the Persian Empire, Bactria mas conquered by Cyrus, and the importance of the unclertaking is emphasized By Herodotus, who informs u s
that Cyrus conductetl the espeditioll in pcrson, as a,
task too d.ifficull; to be IcB lo a subordinate1. Cyrus
recognized the real importance of Bactria Lo the
vast and nebulous Persian Empire ; he saw that
its primary I~~nction
was to act as a barrier, int;erposed to protect the Aryan civilization of
Western Asia and Eastern Europe fi-om the oncoming tide of Mongolian invasion. As Curtis
says:

it was no doubt dne to the proximity of the

1 Satraps of Bac1~ia.-Of royal desccnt, mo know of five :-Smerdis, eon of Cyrus ; JIasisles and Hystaspes, brothels of Xerscs ;
Bexxus, cousin of Darius Codom;rnus. JVe are in the dark irbout tlie
gallant Uadnrses of the Behistun Inscription.
a
Soo Note 25 below.

Scylhiaos and the conslant marauding raids to
which their fertile lancls were always liable, that Ihe
Bactrian6 owed those martial qualilies, which inado
them at ollce such useful and auch troublesome
~ubjectsto llreir Persian masters. Cyrns aeerns to
have appreciated this, lor he built the great cil;y
of Cyropolis, .the last great outpost of the West,
to keep match ancl ward over the fords of the
Jaxartes. I t was he, too, who started the practice
of lacing a Pr.iuce of the Blood over Bactria a s
ils Satrap ; his sou Sillerclis, or Ta~yoxarces, as
Ctesias calls him, was thc first governor of whom
we hear. Bactria under the Persians occupied a
position analogous to that of the Counties Palatine
i n Norman England, and its governors, like the
Lords of the Narche, enjoyed privileges which
compensated for the arcluous nature of their task.
Darim I-I~rstaspes,in his re-organization of the
Empire, constituted Bactria as the twe1fl;h Satrapy,
and under hiin it paid into the Imperial Treasury
the very respectable sun1 of 360 talents per annnm.
Under Darius me hear of a satrap of Baclrla of the
l ~ a ~ l lof
o Dardases. Plrraortes of Margiana had
raised the stanclard of revolt, and it Sell i,o the Lord
of the Bactrian Marches to act as the Great Icing's
viceregent. The Behistun Inscription kell~us how

Daritx sent word to his servant Darduses, governor
of Bactria, and bacle him, Snlite the people that omn
me not."
This mission Dardases st~ccessfully
accomplished. We may conjecture that, like the
other Satraps of Bectria, Dardases was of royal
descent, but we lruom nothing further of him.
'(

In the reign of Xerses, two of his b~.othershold
the Imperial Satrapy in turn. Prince Hystafipes,
the elcler of these, is chiefly known to us in conllection with the great invesion of Greece in
460 B.C., when h e appeared at the head of tlic
Bactrian and Saczaa contingent. The troops who
marched under Prince Hystaspes, however, appear
to have been drawn from the lower orders, the
helot or Saczan s or ti on of ihe populaiion. They
were scarcely to be distinguishecl, says Herodotus,
from ihe other outlyiug contingents, whose equipment seems so futile, tvhelz tve remember that they
were destined to meet in the field the long pike and
Their
complete armour of the Greek Hoplite.
uniform and arms consisted of " A Medic turban,
bows of a kind of cane peculiar i o Bactria, and
short spears ".' The cavalry were equipped in the
same manner. These can hardly have been the
Eiame force as the I m o u s Bactrian kuights who
1

l l e r o d o t u s VTI. 64.

won immortal renown in the operations against

Alexander the Great. It may be that the Iranian
horse did actually serve in this campaign, but that
they Kcre armed in the same way as the Persian
heavy cavalry, and hence did not find a place i n
Llle picturesque catalogue of Eook VII. I t is
noteivorthy, however, that when &lardonins was
selecliug a picked force to carry on the campaign
after Llle retreat of Xerxes, he chose " Medes, Sacae,
Eactrinns and Indians, both Infantry and Cavalry "
(PI11 113), which attests to the military prowess
of thc Bactrian troops.

I-Iystnspes was apparently succeeded by
Masistes, his brother, as governor of Bac1;ria.
Masistes had held a staff appoiiltnlent uncles
Marclonius during the Greek campaign ; the tragic
story of the court intrigue which led to his deal;h,
is one of the most vivid of the narratives with
mllich Heroclotus adorns his hjstorp. The wife of
Xerxes, suspecting an intrigue between her husband
a i d the wife of Masistes, forcecl the weak and
guilty tyrant to put the woman into her power, ancl
inflicted upon her the most horrible mutilations.
Masistes left the conrt with his family, intending to
raise his Satrapy in revolt and avenge the cruel
in~nlt;in blood. FIncl lle 1.enched Bactl.ia he wot~ld

grobabIy have cnnsed great trouble as lle ]lad beea
a popular ruler ; he was, however, intierceptied a i d
killed with all his family on the wily.
Bactria appears lo have been usecl as a sort of
" Siberia " by
Ihe Persian I<ings. The Persia11
coinlllauders before the battle of Lade tried to
coerce the wavering rebels with threats ol' " Transportation lo Backria. " ' It was also occasionally
selecled as a place for se1,tling clispossessecl subjects :
Xerxes settled the Brauchiaciae here : al'tcr Ihe
Solliail revolt they had to flee from the wrnlh of
lheir Greek neighbonrs aR they were g ~ ~ i l tof
y
betraying the treasures oC Apollo of Dicly~lii to
Pel-sia.
l T ehear little more of Bactria till the days of
A l e ~ a n d c r . ~The country was lalown to Greece,
parlly from il;s commercial importauce (it w a ~the
grcat coinmercial cntrepdt of llle East) and partly
fioin its connectioll with Ihc legeilcl of Bacchus.
This legend nr:m a link betiiieen Easl and West, and
served a s a convelliel~lpeg on which to litzug many
wolldrous tales, for the " ~fysterionsEast " was as
IIerodotus VI. 9.-Ramlinuon
rcmnrks that n0rIIl~lly the
would have hcon sent t o Atsa, but Unctria would fiound
more terrible and distant, irncl add force to the threat. We llevor
hear any more of the colony of Libynne from Barcn, settled in Bactrla
by Darius. (I-Ierodotns IV. 204).
2 FOI.the history of R:rctrin r ~ n d s rthe Persian Empire, $09
Ramlineon's Herodotus, appendix to Book V I I , which llas been
extensively used here.
1
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fascinating to the ancient Greek as to the moclenl

A t Gaugaineln, a conl;ingent" ol' Bactrian
cavalry fbught for Darins against the Greek invader
T V th
~
splenclicl bnt unavailing gsllanti-y. T h e
storining of Lhe " Gal;es of Persia ", convinced the
advisers of Darins that their ollly chance of success
now lay i n falling back upon Ariaua. The great
l~rovincesin Lhe extreme East were as yet linaff'ectecl
by the can~paiguwhich had wrested the TVeist ii-om
llie great kiug, aucl the follo\vers of Zarathustra,
who hacl beell accushomed to practise their creed
~ludisturbecli'or ages in tihe heart of their rnonntainhome, were likely to I)sepa,re a ]lot reception for the
in~acler.~But the cond~zclof Darius hd inspired
little conficlellce in His follomers. B e s s n ~ ,prince of
the province of Bactria, and cousin of the king,
covetecl the lhrone of a masl-er who uras now far less
poxverful than his kinsnlell and subject, lord of a
1 For instnncc, Euripicles B:~cchae. 1,15.
a Only 1,000 strong. W h y so small r force 7 Bcrsus may, e v e n
then, have been only lukemarln i n his ~*oynlty.
3
Btrchiaa Cournge.-The courage of t h e Bactrinns was proverbial. Gurtiuv pnys them e fine tribute of praise : '' Sq'rtt autem
B n c l ~ i a r inlev
i
illos g~zlespromplissin~i
: hovidix rvgcrris multu,nq~tca
P e ~ s a r u mluzu abhorre>tlibtts, siti 7raucZ proct~l Scythnnirn ycntc bcllieosissimn el rapto wivere asstrcta, renpergue in armis era7rt." (IT.6. 3.)
{25).-Sce also what the author of t h e Periplus says, p. 27
( p a x i p d ~ a r o v"COVOY
etc.)O
*It is signifirnnt Ll~nbC ~ r L i l ~mcntions
s
that thc l u x ~ ~ rwhich
y
had
~ a p p c dthe rest of Persia ht~dnot affccted Uiictria. Alexander's task rcnlly
began whcu thc cdmpaigrt :~gninstB:rsslls urns ~undcrtirkcrl.

......

great and as yet intact province. Ancl so when al;
last Alexander and his piclced cavalry-men rode
into the retreating rearguard at dawn, it mas to find
Idhe last of the heirs of " Cyrus the king, the
Ach~menina", lyiug anlid his dead mules and
drivers, stabbecl through aucl through. Bessus was
far ahead, gone to make a desperate effort to restore
the fortunes of the Bch~en~eniun
dynasty in hi8 own
person at Bactria, with the title of ilrtaxerxes.
Alsxancler rniglit have marched upon Bessus
by the great northern trade route which ran (and
stilI runs) fro111 the Caspian througli I-Iecatompylos
ancl Ailtiochia Marginna (Merv) Lo Bactxia.
The revoll of Gatibarzanes, the satrap of Aria,
llomever, oould not be overloolted. It mas a moral
certainty that Ilc would be joined by the other great
provinces of the South, as they were ruled by a
confederate of Bessus, Barsaentes.
Alexander
therefore snddenly changed his plans, nud before
anyone was aware of his approach, was under the
walls of Hernt (Artacoana, aft,erc~-ardsthe Arian
Alexandria). Satibareanes had no alternative but
to flee, and Alexander lnarching south, subdued the
provinces of Urangiana (Seistan) and Gedrosia. It
was the spring of 323, when the Macedonians
begail to marc11 np the I-IeImancl valley, a i d a year

of climbing aucl fighting, found Alexander master
of tthe Passes ~vllichled into Jk~cLriavid the I(abu1
defiles. 'hvo strong cities put a seal on the new
couqnefits, ancl secured the Greek rear,-a
town
which may be the modern I<audahar, and the

Caucasian Alexandria, where fie~ren
tllousand veterans
were set1;led.l The I\ilacecloniaus suffered severely
from the herclship~ of the snowy and precipitous
route they hacl followecl, FIardly less trying was
the heat and clrooght of the plains of Bactria, but
the alrnost superhuman energy of Alexander and
his marvellous lneu bacl the desired effect on the
rebels.
No troops conlcl be fonud to face the Greeks,
and even the formidable Bac1;rian cavalry, who b.ad
once more rallied to the number of 8,000, to nleet
the invader, and might have inflicted severe l o s ~ e s
on an exhausted army descending the nlountai~l
passes in Inore or less detached coluilm~,their horses
worn out and mostly dead, melted away, ancl Dessus
was forced to evacuate the country. Ile crosfied the
Oxus and fell back on Nautaka iu Sogdia, with ollly
a small body of personal retaillers, in the hope
of rallying hhe Sac= and Scythians from beyoucl tile
JasarLes! to his standard. Alexander nleanwllile
1

Q.C. V I I , 3, drrian, Anab : 111. 28 and IV. 22.

was obliged to rest beneath the tvalls of 13acl;ria.
Trouble was brewing on all sides. Greece was
restless, and Western Ariaoa ablaze with rebellion,
the army was exhausted, and the cavalry unablc
to replace the horses which had been lost in the
mountains1. Erygius, in charge of the troops there,
was olcl, perhaps incapable of keeping open the lines
of coinmnnicatioa; before the weary Greeks lay tho
formidable deserts of Sogdiana, and the 1i1niI;less
plains of Scythia. Alexaucler solved the difficnJ.ty
characteristically. H e resolved oa an imznecliate
advance. Artabnzus was left in charge of Bacl;ria,
and the army once more plunged into the desert.
They marched by night to avoid the terrible midday
sun : but in spike of all preca~ztioas,Lhe suffering was
terrible.
After great privations, the Oxus was reached.
Alexander very characteristically rcf~~secl
to drink or
nnbuclile his arinonr till the last straggler caile
i n : the army was close on the enemy's heel.8, in
spite of the fact that Be66118 hacl wastecl the conutry
in his flight, broken bridges, aacl destroyecl the
boats by which he had crossed the river.
-1 Arrian A11ab : 111. 30. This mas serious on accouut of tlla
strength of the Bnctrinn Caval~y. Remounts coald be got lntcr ou,
horsea being plentiful in thc fcrtilc parts of Bactriir, bnt thcy werc
wznt.ed on tlic spot.

The campaign wau brought to an cnd by a
quarrel between Bessus and his confede~aten,wllioh
ended by the surrender of the forixer to Ptoleiny
Lagus ; a good deal of further fighting, howevels,
was necessary before the country sublllitted to
A l e ~ a u d e ~and
;
in one skirmish the king wa8
~voundeclin the leg. Finally, however, fionle sort;
(of order was restored ; Maracanda, the capital of
Sogdia, was taken, and the town of' Alexandria
Eschate
founded on the Jaxartes, to overawe
the inhabitauts, and to serve a13 a11 ontpo~tagainst
the Scythians beyond the river.
Mention must here be made of one trace of'
Greek cirilizatiou anterior to the coming of the
Jfacedonians which Al.exslnder found in this distant
land. In the wild country on the confines of Bactris
was the little colony of Ihe Branchiadac. They had
been settled i n this remote village by Xerses : they
11ad originally come from Miletus, whence they had
been forcecl to flee when the Greek cities of Asia
finally threw off the Persian yoke. The little town,
" the world forgetting, by the world forgot ", was
fast losing all traces of the language and customs of
the land of' its birth. The approach of the Greelrs
was enthusiastica.Uy welcomed: but Alexander, we
are sul-prised to read, butchered the inhabitants and
a t a r n ~ e dthe city out; with the utmost ferocity. In

extenuation, it is pleaded thal Alexander %\.as" vkiti n g the sins of I;he lathers upon t.lie children " : that,
i u fact, hc could do no less, as the leader of a grcat
Pan-I-lelleuic army to avcnge the invasion of Darius
and Serses'.
Alexander's troubles were by no means over ;
however, the Scyt.liians, resenting the great fortress
which they saw rising with incredible rapidity in
their midst, were up in arms against the intruder;
while further south, Spitamenes, the late confederate
of Bessus, was blockading the Greek garrison in the
Acropolis of Blaracauda: and i n Bactria an insurrectiou against Artabazus had been excited by a
rumour, industriously circnlaked, that the flower
'of the 13actrian chivalry was to Le seized and
executeda.
157ith the fall a ~ destruction
~ d
of the great city of
Cyropolis and the capture of G.aza3, tohe rebellion
was considerably checlced, and an advance in force
against ihe Scythiails 'was begun. This terminated
successfully ; the Scythians .came to terms aud
Alexander once more turned his attention to Bactria.
Spitamenes was forced to flee, and Maracanda
1 Strabo XI. 11. 4. Cnrtius VII 5. Not a word of this appear;
in Arrian. Were his authorities too ashamed of the " deed of blood "
to
it ?
2 Cnrtius VII. 6.-vide
Arrian IV. 1. sub f i l l .
J Arrian 111. 2, Curtios (V.II. 6) says " another city. "

became the centre of operations. One city, a rocky
and almost inaccessilole fortress, still held out. " Can
you fly ? " said Arimazes s ~ o ~ n f ~ ~inl l reply
y,
to
a summons to surrender. Alexander provecl that
flying was uok necessary : and when a picked body
of three hundred, after incredible exertions, had
seized a point of vantage, the rock-foi~tressopened
its gates. Arimazes was crucified, as a warning to
offenclers in .the future, and by a policy partly
of severity, partly of concilintion, Sogdiaua aud
Ractria were pacified. A chain of forts, " velut
freni domitarurn gentiurn " says Curhius, was
established near Margiana, to protect, perhaps,
the western frontier, as Alexandria Eschate protected
the eashernl. Peucolaus managed to govern'
force of only 3,000
Sogdiana with a ~t~auding
infantry : this is a striking testillloily to the completeness of Alexauder's sul?jugation.
Artabazus was relieved of lzis command, on the
plea of advailcing years, and the proviilce of Bactria
was handed over to Clitus. It was while the ariny
mas wintering at nlaracancla, on the eve of his
departure Lo take over t h i ~importaut command, that
the unfortuna1;e brawl tool< place, in which he lost

''

1 Curtius V I I , 10. fin. Curtius snys Superuti~0x0 el Oclto tcd
ul-benr Aloygit~inna pe~velril,
The forts were t o Itecp back t,he
Dahae, who o111y~urrenclcrcd after the nows of thc death of
Spitamcncs.

".

his life1. 1 3 s place nras taken b y An1yntas2,
Trouble once nlore see~ncclimminent, when, during
Alesanclel*'s absence on a filial visit to Sogdia,
Spitaa-nenes ouce rnore appeared iu Bactria, with
a motley force of Ecythian malconte~ltsand Sogdian
exiles, aild a cousiclerable body of cavalry, raised
from the Massagetae. Spitsmenes appears to have
been a general oi' soiile abili~y; he again succeeded
in inflicting consicle~sblelosscs on the Macedonian
army of occupal;ion, aucl ambushed a punitive espedit;ion sent against him with complete success.
011the approach of' the royal army, however, he was
overtalren by the fate which, through his inetrumentality, had befalleiz his former co~lfeclerate; he mas
betrayccl by his owl1 partyS ; and his head wafi
lorougllt to the king as a peace-offering.
II; was I ~ O J \j\rillter4,
~
and tho Maceclonisn forces
were ordered into quarters, to await the arrival of
the recruits which were being raised all over Asia
Minor. The a r u y had sufferecl cousiclerably in the
operations of the previous autumn, it was further
by the necessity of leaving a considerable
clepleted
1 Arri:ln seenla to thinlc that this took pl:lce at Z:~risspa, h11t it
is more r,robable t h a t i t wss at BI:~racand:l, his hoacl-quarters in t h e
north.
2 Curtius VIU. I, drri:ln IV. 17. T h e latter does not mention
Clitus, but there is no reason why wc should doubt Curtius.
8 So Arrinn, Annb: I P , 17. fir.
Ciirtius makes his wife ruurder
him.
4 338-7 13. C.

.

force in occnpatioll ancl bp the llulllcrons colouies of
veterans which had beell founded.
Early next; spring Alexartder ~lioved out to
reduce more of those rock-forl;r.esscs,so c1~arnci;eristic
of i;he coui~try; il was impossible to leave for India
while they shill resisted. The great Sogdian rock,
the key of e a ~ t e r n Sogdiana, was strongly held
by the Irailiiil Osyartes, but m7as surrendered when
a party of Alexander's wonderfill troops scaled the
rock by niglil; and were found in the mornii~g in
a po~iitio~loverlo(1ki11g the defences. About thifi
time Alesandel. took the very characteristic step
of marrying Ithe beautifill Iranian R.oxanc. FVho
this Iioxaize was is no.1; cluite, clear. Arrian, Strabo
and Diociorus S i c ~ l nconcur
~ ~ in clescribing her as
the daughter of Osyartes, who, with lier noth her,
fell into Alestznder's Bands on the fall of the Sogdian
rock. Curtius ho\ve~~er
calls her the daughter of one
" Cohortanus ", a person o f whom we never again
hear, nuless he meanl- Chorienes3. According to
the account in Curtius, the inaiden was bro~gI1(;
i n with thirty other Sogdian virgins aftter a banquet
given to the victorious king and his staff, for s

--

Rosan:., I.&, Rosn-ak '' Little Star ". See appendix to tile
chapter.
2
Stmbo XI. 11. 4. Diodoms. XT'III, 3. 5.
3 drrion Anal). IV. 21. Q . Curtir~x,~ ~ T '1I, I23.
, (la),
1

l c s ~noblc l-rl~rpose. Bnt illcsa~lcler,strnck by ller
modest beauty, solemnly espoused after the siml,lc:
Maceclonian rite, offeriilg her bread divided with tlie
sword, ol' which each partook. Whiche~rerglory be
hue, and the details are 1litjt;orically uniml-rortan~.
Alcsaucler acted partly with tllal tine chivalry wllicl~
1levc:r quite deserted Ilim, nnd parlly from nlotives
LO
of policy. EIe was leaving for I~lldia,and ~vi~llccl
have a setlled counlry in his remr. Curtius \vollld
lluve us believe lllat tliis marriage offelldetl the
proud BIacedonian nobility. Honrever, Scleucns,
o n e of Lhe prouclest, rollowecl suit by marryiilg
A p a ~ n a claughter
,
of ,the clead Spitamenes, a i d the
uolclicry were freely encouraged by e x ~ n i ~ and
~lc
rewarcl to talx Irauinn \vives aucl sc~tlc,in nccordn~lce
\vith Alcsancler'~scheme Sol- licllenizi~lgl ~ l l c l11crnla~ l c l ~ t securing
ly
his couclucsts. Gn~.risonto\\-lls Ilad
fiprung 1113 i11 d l direci,ioils ; llic number of GrccoMaccclouian settlers, iuclnding the army or occupation,
was roba ably considerably over 20,000'. They
w e r e not however of tlle higlicst character. Justin
e s l ~ r e s s l ysays that Alexancler took tlle opport~uliby
S/t.e,rg/h of tho Greclz forccx 111 Buclrin.
T h e A r m y under A ~ ~ ~ y n tmas
i r s 11,500 (Arrian P nab : 1'7. 42).
W e know t h z t 23,000 \vent homo o n Alexander's doath i ~ n d 7,000
h;rcl been settled in t h e Cauc:rsi;ln Alexandria. Considerable gtwrisons
mere in t h e f o r t s near i\.Iirrgian;r, i n 3krr;rcnnd;r, D:~ctri;r, nnd otllcr
towns. Alexander fonncled twelre cities in B;lctri:~irlone. Alcsnnd18ia. I3soh;rt.e w:rs Iiugcly pop~ll:~Letlwit11 nnlivcs l'ro111 tllc city of
~ j ~ ~ , o p v lai lt ~i ,c l rL.11~IirtLcl. v : i s tlcslroyud.
1
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to gel rid of !,hemen he coulcl not trust in a campaigi
which, he foresaw, musl be trying to the most loyal
of troops. " I-Ie built twelve tovns in Sogdiana and
Hactria, and hc clistributed among them the men h e
fbnnd inclined lo be ~nntinons."' Alexander was n o
sooner out of' the way, lhan these turbnlei~t ~ l p i r i t ~
caufied considerable trouble2. They mulinied, and
then, fearing the consequences, brake iuto open revolt*,
much to hec consternation of thegopnlace, who suffel-ed
considerably. Finally, h e y seized the citadels of
Bactria ancl pnoclaimed one oi' tllcir n~unbcrAtheno dorus king. TIleir iclcst seems to have beell rather
to evacuate the countl-y aililcl disperse homcwarcls
than actually to sct up all inclepenclent k i a g d o n ~.;
whate~~er.
their intention, however, i t ~ v cut
a ~ ~11or1
by tile murder of their leader. Furllier co~lspiracies
followed, i,ill at last the soldiery, siulr of lslois and
counter-plots, releascd Bjco, ollc of those implicated,
and under his leaclership lef% Bactria fbr ever3.
Amyntae no doubt found his task coi~sicleraloly
sinlylified by their depar~ure.
Bactria appears to have elljoyed some i11tcr11a.l
peace aCter these events, The inhabitants o f the
monutainons di~tricts of Parapainisus, however,
Jostin. XI. G . j i ~ r .
Curtius IX. 7.
3 Curtius ma!/ be relating n4at re:rlly 1i:~ppened aJter Alexander'~death. The story Iacku confirmntion.
1
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appear to have suffered considerably from the extortionate and high-handed conduct of their governor
Tyriaspesl, aud complaints of his conduct reached
Alexander ~ v h e nthe latter was encamped a t the coufluence of the Acesines and the Indus. H e mae
executed, and his fiatrally was handed over to
Oxyartesz, Lhe father of Roxane. Oxyartes appears
t o have been given some subordinate corn~nandafter
his surrender ; he was suspected of complicity in
the late troubles of Eactria, but pleaclcd his cnum
in person before the king,-with complete success,
as a ~ p c a r sfrom the words of Curtius. H e continued to hold his command after Alexander's death.
That great catastrophe fell lilre a thunnderbolt
on the far castern depende~lciesof the Macedoilian
empire. No olie knew what \vonld bc the nest
move ; the mighty kingclom was like a rudderless
ship ; and 23,000 ~ o l d i e r left
s Bactria in wild panic,
marching on Babylon they demanded r e l ~ a t r i a ~ , i o ~ ~ ~ .
Aut11oril;ies differ cousiderably as to who obtained Hactria in the division of the empire. Justin
1 Tyrinspes. Ha is c i ~ l l ~Tirystes
d
by Arrian VI. 15 and Terioltes
by Curtius 1 4 8.
a I have identified him with Oxathres. Curtius says: " Ozathye+
ptmlor Bactriaworun~ ?tot: a6solutus modn sed elintn jure anaplioris
imperii donatus eat," Diodorus calls him a " Bactrian King". Botll
are vague expressions ; probably they only signify that Oxynrtes was
u ruler (not tha ruled in n part of Baotria ulterior).
3 Pithon, Sntinp of Media, appears to hnre esterminated them.
Diodorus SicuIns XVIII 7.

aucl LIle late historian Oroc;iusl assorl tIl,rtt; Al~lyn.bae
remained in charge of Ractria. Tliey assign Sogdia,
however, to one Scy~haeus,of \vko~nnothing more is
known. Tt1.i~i~ contrtlcliclcd by Dioclorus and
D e ~ i ~ ? ~ nwho
~ $ ? ,fiecm l o concur ill giving Dactria
ancl Sogrtia to c L Philip the praetor ". Photinss s a y s
tllat Amian (in his lost work on the Division of tlm
X~npire)assignccl Sogdiit auct Bach-ia to Stwsanor of
Soli. 'l'he question however is not one of grcal impoctilnoc. Probably two division; of the einpire are
inext~icablycoaf~~scd.Arnyntas may have died4
shorkly after Alexancler, after which Fliilip, w h o
a p p e i t l ' d o liwve lxen in charge of Parthia, was
o-iven thc wliole 01. ]]art of Ci~ctria; possibly Ile
b
had been assigned Sogdis previonsly, and af'tcrwczrds
took charge of Bwttia as well.

On the death oi' Perdiccas, a rcdistributior~.
of oEocs took placc tbrougl~outtlie cmpire. 'I'l~is
second partil;ion, lrliowa as the partition of Triparw*.
disns, toolr place in 321 13. C., aud it was khcu tllal,
Stzlsanor of Soli was allottpeclBactris aucl Sogdia, Sf;&sander the Cypriot being' at the sa111e time appointed
The Spanish Chroniclei*,Circa 4C0 A. D. Hi8 Universal History
immcnscly popol:~rin the Middle Aga.
3
~ ~ 1 1 Photium,
1 3
I3iblothec: LXSXS.,
J
Do. XCIJ.
4 or, nt3 Bevnn thinks, wns disrnissccl for irlcnn~l)otencc(i~Sl,cl.thc3
rcvoIt of tllc riicrcuniiries). l'erhaps Ihc o x p c r i ~ ~ 01
~ ~putling
ut
native in it position of itulhority WZE not a suocays.
1

wrs

(;he ncighbonriug provinces of Dratngia~lalasllldl
Aria'. \Ve know tllat Sl;asanor was still in chargo.
iu 316 B. C., for Diodorus reco~dsthe fact that
~lutigonus dared not replace him2; Oxyartes
continued in oFce oa Satrap of the Kabul \,alley,
and 110ssibly both h e and Stasauor assumed a. semiindepcndeut position soon after the dcatli of Alexander. ITence, perhaps, D i o d o r ~ ~iss lecl to call hiin
a "Bactrian bing ": Or is Dioaorus thinking
of I-'lntarch'b assertion tlint Oxyartes was a brother
ofDari11s? The Safrspy of the Kabul or Parapamisus
extended' to the Copheues or Kabul river, zud . a s
com.f;rolling the Icliyber Pass, was, a,s Alexsllder
perceived, of consi'd'ersble i~nportance. It is probable
that Oxyarte~continued to hold his position till.
Chancll.agup~a,(303 B. C'.) bl~onyhtSel;eucus Nicator
to his knees, slud f'orcecl tlie " ever-~rictoriou~
'*
rrlonarcli to ced'e the Province of ICsbul, together,
probably wit11 Arachosia, Aria, and at any mhe, a.
part of Ged~osia. Tlle other Greek rulers in Inclia3
(Pifhon Eu&~,nlus ancl. tlie rest) hacl beeu swept
away long before.
$0.

.

Diodorus Siculus. XTTIII. 9. hJc.Crindle mixes them up
"Tnmzuiion of India"' p 411. V. A. Smith ignores Philip (Early
History of India, p ld9).
1

2
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A collenguc of Oxyartes. Aminn B~inb:VI. 15. Br~tt.116 text
q charge of the Lower I~lrll~u.
milst be col*ropt; Pithon w ~ in
3

Siory of'Roxanar.-With
the strange cvenbfill history of this unhappy girl, we have not now to
deal. It i ~ worth
;
while, however, noticing lhe
reference to the story of her wedding in t h e
" Sikander N s ~ n a", the medizval Persian poem (01.
series of poems) on the adventures (more or less
mythical) of Alcxssudcl- in Persia and Inclia. Thcse
legends grew round the llanlc of the glseatest
personality that ever impressccl itself upon t,hc East,
just as mcdizval legends grew round thc magic
name of Virgil. In Canto XXXIII of the Sikander
Nama, Sikander weds Roshan or Roshan-ak
(Roxana) Dnra's daughter. (Roshan means a
' torch ' or ' light ' (perhap6: a ' star ') and nk is an
' affcctionste ' diminuiivc.) TIlc remarkable thing
about the passage is, that Roxana is madc out to be
the claughter of Darius. This is very interesting,
for it confirills Pl~itarch's assertion to a certain
extent, that Oxyartes was a b~otkerof D a ~ i u s . I
add Plu tarch's accoun(, of the marriage, for purposer;r
of conll~ari6:on. It f o r ~ n san interesting corollary to
the. accounts of other authors.
Alexander'@
'(

marriage with Rosana, tlie da~igliler of Oxyartes,
brokher of Darius, a, chieftain of Sogdiaua (with tlie
exception of thc wife of Daritzs, the loveliest wonIan
seen by the Macedonians) w m entirely the
effect of love. PXe saw her a t an entei.tainment, wld
found her charms irresistible. Nor maa the matcli
ilusnitable to the political situation. Tlie barbarians
placecl great confidcnce in him ou accounl of that;
alliance, md his chaglity gained their affection. It
delighted them to think h e wonld not approach Illieonly woman he pmfiionately loved, withont the*
sanction of lnarrkge ", (Lacnghorne's Translation
p. 478). For the " Sikander Name" see Captain
11. Wilberforce Clark's TI-anslation: The subject
may be f~zrtherptzrs~zed in Professor Rehatseks',
article " T h e Alexander J'lytl " in the J. B. B. R.
(Jan. 2411i 1881).
A. S XV. p. 37-64
~f

D a m ' Lord ', is a tille rnt,her than
Arsaces ".

a,

llamc,

Tir~sE$ranr,rsrrarlz~~
ou I ~ A C ~ IXI)ICI'I~,NDENCR.
~J~I~~N
N the cleath ol Alcsancler, the huge cdificc,
~vhichtlle laster-luiacl had buill up, mcl bc:tl
away ttlmocct ss qnicl<ly as il; had S ~ ~ L I I I ~
U P iul,o being. Alesander ]lad clone all Illal, Sorctlionght s a d policy coi~ld suggesl, to oonsoli;lnlle
his conquestg on his nlarcll to tlte East; but he
was removed before 1,he scheliies he had set ill
motion had time l,o mainre. His officers l~aclleal~ned
only too well the lessons which Alexander the
General had lo teach: Alexander h e apostle of
13cllenism, the founder of a cosinopolitan worldempire, lhey shterly failed to comprehend.

0

Al firsl Perdiccas, by virlne of his personal
nsccndency, established a lemporary moclus vivc~adi,
with himself as regent ; he lacked, however, t h e
magic personality of his greal predecesfior, a n d
in a short tiine tho motnal rivalry of the g c n c r a l ~
pliungd Asia intm war, Perdiccas himself finding
Ilis clcath on the bauks of the Nile at the hands,
ul' l l i ~o1rn troop~rc;.

01lc 01' tllc lllost, clistre~siwgof the effec1,s of
AICSRI~I[CI.'S 1liltilllp1y e ~ l d W ~ S that thc Macedoi:ian il~vasioiiof' the East, instead of consolidating
the \ritiious Asiatic nntions into a 9.1-eat I-Iellenic
\C;t:~te,
i l l \vhich the imliie~~fse
resources of the Persian
eiiil~ire were turned to proper accounl, resultcd
111crcIy in bit~erdiscord s u d further disiidegratioil.
The Bltlcedonisn troops, wlio had nml-ched across
half a coiliinellt to accolnplish what had been
perhaps the greatest project which hnlilail enterprise
has ever couceived, \yere now, as a rcwarcl for their
labours, sct at one another's throats, and the mild,
if ineffective, government of the Acllenlaellides was
exchailged fbr something infinitely \verse- the
tyrauny of a foreign military autocl-acy, who turned
the countivywhich they had conquered into a battlcficld of rival i'actioss.
After the death of Perdiccas, a second and somewhat Illore successfi~lattempt at a settlemellt was
made in 321 B.C. at the conference of Triparadisus.
From this t;ime t+o great personalities emerge from
the confused tangle of coutending forces-Seleucus
now sai;rap of Babylon,
aud Antigoaus. Sele~~cus,
was obliged by motives of policy to side with
liis rival in the struggle against Eumenes, but
Aatigon~w saw in ;t confederate s o indispenfiablo

a more than probable rival, and Seleucus only..
anticipated the ihte of Eulnenes ;~'ildFitlion by a
proviclential escape into Egypt with a handful of'
horse. I11 312 B.C., however, we- find hiin back in
Babylon, casting about for means to establish an em-pire whose resources cronld enable him to meet his
great rival in the West, Whither could he better turn
than to the East? The clad1 of arms which reverberated through these unquiet years from end to end of.
Asia Minor only awoke distant echoes ill t>heifareastera frontier. East of the Cophenes, Maccdoniain influ-ence was steadily on the declitne, the generals who.
had conq~rereclthe East being far toobnsy with the
trtsk of destroying one another to lreep an eye on the)
governmel~t of the lsilds which lind cost tlie~nso,
much blood and labonr to acquire. PiClion, the*
rnler of Sciud, had k e n compelled to vacate his:
coillilland by 320 B.0. Eudamus, in colllnland of the
garrison at Alexandriaon-Incl~~s,
welit home (after
murdering his native colleague and collecting all the
plunder he could lay hands on,' ) with a body oT'
troope, to participate i,n the scratnble for power, in.
317 B. C., probably only anticipating expulsion by
volunt,ary evacuation.

West of tlie Cophenes, Stassnor coutinued to.
govern Bactl-in, and Oxyartes the province which
.I.

Diodorun XI.&.4.

lics iu the t~'ianglcbctwccn !he Inclns and Cophenee
and the Pars1)ainisns range.

The lti~isillitn oS Darius eve11 appears to have
sent help to the confederates in the mar with
Antigonus, but was allotved to remain unmolested.
Perhal>s, o n the receipt of the netvs of the tragic end
of his claugllter and grandson, he changed sides, or
withdrew from the cont;est; his influence, in any
case, was of no weight on either side. I n 306 B. C.
the peace of Bactria was once more disturbed,
Scleucus entered the country and clemanded their
allegiance. We may imagine that it mas given
without any prolonged resistance, as Justin passes
over thc fact in a single sentence '. Rut when once
more the glint of Macedonian pikes was descried
on the wincling roacl descencling the Kalsul Pass,
India tvas rcacly t,o meeb her invaders on more equal
terms. Chandl.agupta ', the first of the Maury as,
hacl seized the throne of Msgaclha, expelling the last
of the Nandas, whose weak and unpopular 1.nle had
made India an easy prey to all coiners.
Chandragnpta had ~ t ~ t d i ein
d the ~chool of
Alexander, and had Icnrnt much from the great
general whom he worshipped as a hero of semi" PrivtcQ~io Bnbrllo~a copil ; i,rda, aztctie em viclorirz viribue,
??nctrin,to* cxpugtravit '\. Justin XV. 4. This i~ cundonslrt.ionwith a
vengeance.
Sanclracottus.

FSTllnt 1~nppeneciEn the encounbcr
divine powers.
we do not lruow. Probably Seleucus recogllized
the f ~ ~ t i l ioft ;astruggle
~
when he found his opponellt8
in. auch unespected steeugtll ', particular1.y iu view
01.' his coming in conflict wit11 Autigoaus. Terms
were coucluded satisfactorily to both, ancl whilo
Seleucns returned wit11 liis forces considerably
a u p l e u t e d by Iildiail elephants and, 110 clonbt, sub7
o\ved to
sidies froin Bactrirt, Chandragupta,. wag
extelldhis doillailis up-tothe edge of i;he P a r a p s m i s ! ~ ~ ,
probably including. in his territory Arachosia and
part of G.edrofiia. They were useless to a ruler
er~gagedin a life a d death struggle two thonsand
miles away: and, unlike Bactria, were not valusblo
afi supplying subsidies of men or money to a n y
extent.
At I l ~ f i u(301
~
B. C. ) anti go nu^, fell, and A ~ i n
pafised into the hands of Seleucus.. For fifty years
we hear nothing of Eachria. The ,'.rowdy' element;,
i t will be remembered, had passed out of the land
on the death of Alexander, to find their fate at, t h e
swords of Pithon's troops. The remaining G~reclrs
1 600,000 infantry, 30,riOO cavalry and 9,000 elephants.
V. A
Smith "Early History of Indi:~", p. 117 (2nd Bclition). But, it is
unwarranted to talk of Seloucus as ' defeated ' or 'humbled ', ils S m i t h
dqes. Our authorities imply nothing of the kind. It wall a compromise ; Seleucus gave up lands over which ho had never boon able t o
axercise a de fucto sovereignty, in return for a lucrative alliance. T h o
actonl terms arc disputed. For thepros and colts see Smith, Appendix
G (p. 132) of hie "History of India."

d,ppear -to 1lat4e iilterillnrried with the Irauialn
populace, and to have settled down peacefully under
the rnle of the Greek satrap: even i.n religioii, a
co~npro~niseall.pears to ha.ve beell effected, the
Cjreelr~recognizing in Ailahid .of B:actria t(1leir own
Ar1;emis or Veuus. I n 2Sl B. C., Seleucus fell by
the blow of' an ,assassin, arid .in thse endless and
insensate struggle tvhicli ensued between Syria and
Egypt, Bactria seized an obvious opportunity to cast
off a yoke which had become little more than
uominal. Ai-ltiochus II.(Theos) sucoeeded his father
(of the saille name) in 260 B. C. He curried on the
futile calnpttigns e~gair~st
his neighbours, and it was
11ot long ere the inhabitants of Parthia -and Bactria
recognized t,lle folly ,of paying tribute to a distant
monarcl-1 who was illcapable of enforcing respeck or
obeclience.
'Ihe cletaiis of this great revolt, which wrested
from Syria the fairest jewel of her crown, and
established one of the inost remarkable of the many
oE&ools of Ilellenic ColonitlI enterprige in the
heart of Asia, are soine\vllat obscure. Bactsia had
enori~ious1.y increased in power, wil;h fifty years'
almost continuous peace; auc2 Justin's mention of
the " thousaud cities" ruled over by the prefect of
Bscl,ria couveys a general notion of' the prosperity

,
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of the countiy. The pefect of Bactrin had
f~~rthermore,
it seems, acquired a certain overlordship over the satrap of the aountry which
afterwwrds became famous as Parthia I. This slliall
tract of land, co~llprisingchiefly the Tejend watershed, was quite insignificanl; when compared wit11
the vast tracts of Bactria and Sogcliana, but
contained a breed of men antagolliutic from every
point of view to the province which clainled their
homage-they
mere non-Aryan, accustomed to
plunder their more civilized neighbonrs, and born
fighting men. Their satrap at the time appears to
have been one Anclragoras, who may have succeeded
on the death of Stasanor. M'e cannot, perhaps, do
better than to consider what Justin (our chief
authority) has to say about the revolt.
After the death of Alltigonus ", says Justin:
4' the Parthians were under the rule of Selencus
Nicator, and then under Autiocllus and his successorB, from' whose great-grandson, Selencus, they
revolted, at the time of' the first Punic war, in
the Consulsl~ipof Lucius Manilius Vulso and Marcus
A ttilins Regulus. For their revolL, the disputes
"

1 I infer this from what Strabo ~ a y sof Al.~acea:-" According
to one account, he was a Brrcl~.ian,who n,itliclrew llim~olffrom the
encroachi~ientsof Diodotus, and establislied Psisthia as un inclepor~dcnt
State
XI, 9, 3.
Juatin XLI. 4-5.
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between the brothers Antigonus and Seleucus gave
them impunity; for the two latter were 42.0 intent
on ousting one- another from the throne that they
.neglected to chastise the revolters. At the same
pwra'od also, Theodotus, governor of one thousand
cities in Bactria, rebelled., and took the kingly title
whereupon the other nations of the ,east, following
hi8 lead, fell away from Macedou, too. One Arsaces,
a Inan of uncertain origin but undoubtecl courage,
arose at this period. He was aocustomed to make
his livelihood as a banclit, and heard a report that;
Seleucus had been worsted by the Gauls in Asia.
Feeling llimself safe from interference, Areaces
invaded Parthia with a bald of brigands, defeated
and killed Andragoras, the governor, and took the
reins of Governlnent into his 0rv11 hallds ".
This is by far the f~~lleat
account of the revolution
which we possess, and it is more than usually full
of Justin's usual inaccuracies. F i r ~ f of all what
does Jnstiu collsicler the date of the revolt to have
been ? He mentions " the Consuhhip of L. Manilius
Vulso and M. Attilius Regulus ". This was the
year 256 13. 0. Supposing however that M. Attilius
is a mistake for C. Attilius, who was Consul with
L. Manilius Vulso in 2,50 B. C., the latter date would

bc Illit-i, of' t11e i'evol~' aucl Lllig agrees wiL11 llie

I

opinic?n of later a ~ t h o r i l i e swho
, ~ place the revoll; in
" the elevelltll year of' A n tiochus 11". W llal; Justin
meaus by going otl to refer to I;he " fraler~lalurar"
bet~veenSelencils and Autiochus, or to the " reporl;
of a, reverse ~uffereclat the hands of tlie Ganls,"
I am unable Lo determine. T h e " fi.al;er~.lal~ r a ~ : ' '
broke out 011 the death of Antiochus Thcas in 246,
between Seleucns Callinicus and Arltiocllu~ Ilieras,
but if this is the case, why meu1;iou tile co~lsuls l'or
the year 250 B. C.?
accounts, slid we may reconsl;l.ucl the sLo1.y of' 1,llc
~.evolLa s follows :In 250 B, c. I)iodotns revoltecl (while A ~ l t i o c h u ~
Tllens was busy with his Egyptian war) a n d
~llldragoras as hia vassal followecl finit. 'l'lle
revolntioils \\rere pracl;ically sinlultaneout;,Jbtlt 13actrisL
set the csamlde. Bill the native l'artl~in~~x
cordially
hated tlleir rivals and masters on racial a11d othelgro~uuds,and in the years bclwee~l246 H.C. ancl 240
E. C. (the reference to the " reverse at, the hands oi'
tlle Gauls" must refer to rumours about the batllc of
Ancyra in 240 B. C.), a patriotic Parthian, who hail
1 I follow, with some rcuervntions, ltawlinson's " Sislh Orientn]
Monarchy ",p. 44, note
[Armenia, IT. 1. fin).
Ellsehius (Chronicle 11, p. 33.). Moses of Cho~ellc (IIislol~y
3
" i ' o d c n ~lsrr~l~or.e,
'I'hcodot~~s-"
JuriLin SL1, cj

"
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taken upon hinlself the royal title of Arsaces',
returned from exile anlong the Parnian Dab=, of the
same race as himself "a the Ochus valley, wllence he
had been carrying on a border war since his bauishment and slew Andragoras3. H e then proceeded to
set UP a purely native state, strongly anti-IIellenic,
in which all traces of Alexancier's influence were
effaced. This, however, i~ a t best a conjectural
version of the story auci takcs no acco~untof the
assertion of Arrian4, that the revoll; was agzinst
Pherecles, Satrap of Aatiochus Thens.
I t seems fairly clcar, however, that Diodot,us
revolted in the reign of Antiochus Theus, and this
theory finds some support i n the coins of Eactria
whicli have been handed domu to us. I n Professor
Garclncr's " Coins of the Seleucicl I<ings of Syria "8,
we find figured oue wries whicll bears the inscription of Antiochus 11, but n portrait which is
certainly that of Diodotus, as f i g u ~ c din his coins.
Did Diodotus, as Professer Gardner thinks, i ~ s u e
these coins, a s a first tentative step towards open
rebellion, "to supplant his master in the eyes of the
Arsa-Ires (of the Scythian Maua-kes) was a title, not a name
Justin remarks, XLI. 5.
2 Strabo, IX, 9 . 2 .
8 Justin XLI. 6.
4 Pr:~gn~ent
I.
6 l'lnlo V., 7.
1
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4

50

BACTRIA.

people"? 11 nlay well Ire so, and wc inay coi~jectuse
that h e did not ventnre iuto ope11 revolt until h e
found thig first advance unreproved by the Syrian
mollarch'.
Other ;tuthorilies, 1.elying on the fact h a t t h e
fiwe of tllc coins is that of a young man, consider
the \\rllole series to belong to the younger Diodotus,
and lllat the filher issued no coins in his ouru llanle
at all2. In snl~post of [,his theory, it must be
relnembered tllal Diodoti~sI. appears lo have cliecl i n
84.5 C. C. (if nrc dale the chaligc .in policy 1,orvardb:
lJartlli,z fro111 his cl~al,L),auil coills woulcl ~ c a r c c l y
have tllc strnlo opportunity of passing into general
circnlation ns Lhey 11rou1d in the l o n g rcig-11of 11is
sou s. The Eaclrian coius are all partic~i1~1,~l~
fine
ancl interesting, nlld those ofthe Diodoti are clnong
thc Lest. The coguiznllce of the Diodoti, before alld
after tl-tc rcvoll, appcsrs to have been tlie figure
ol' Zeus tllundcring". Von SalIel puts clo~rrn to
Uactria, before llie revolt, tlie silver coins4 bearing
1
or discussion of the nrhole rlllest~onof tlttkes in connoc:tivn
witll tllc two rcvolls, see R~wlinson,Sixth Orientill Mon:~l.cl~~,
chtLp.
I[I ; uevcn's HOLISC
of Scleuclls, 1,page 386, and V. A ~niitll,'uistory
of I ~ ~ c l i : t1,'. 106.
V. A. Smith, ' Cntalague of Coins in Cnlcutti~ MllHcllm '
~ ~ t ~ ~ d ~and
~ cnotes,
t i o pllges
n
6 alld 7.
.i
111 dealing with ~ o t h y ~ ~ ~ n~on shall
u s . obse18ve that hc cIaim4
( 1 to II:LVC tlcstroyeil
tho CItild~cnof t/,ose w h o f i ~ a rebelled".
t
Tllis
i m ~ ~ l i el lu~ n Strabo
t
believed in the csistence of trao ~.ulem
the ;;,me o i Diodotus, the recotld of Lhc two bcing the one ~
,
~ ; , , ~ l l y d e r nmurdel*ed.
us
s 1. 31, 7616 nt~cl!)304.

l
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the bust of Aubiochus 11. on the reverse and on khe
obverse, Z e n ~ ,~triclingto the left and hurling a
bolt. Tliese inay beloug to the period of Diodotue
I. and the coins nlentionecl above as beariilg the types
and uuines of Ailtiochus, and the portrait of Diodotus
inay have been the earliest issue of'his son.
Other fine coins of Diodotus (father or son-the
face is always the sauze, aucl is that of a. young man,
clean shaven, wilh a severe but l?~irelyf-lellenic type
of features,)-are the gold one pictured by Professor
Rapson l, a d the silver ones figured by Gardaer inc
his .catalogue '. All bear the iinage of the ':Thun?
deriug Zeus," striding to the left and hurling hi~l
bolt on,the reverse. One bronze coin only bea:-s a,.
figure of Artenis with torch and hound, allcl 011 the
obverse a head ~vllicliinay be thab of ZeusY.

It; Has beell already remarkecl that tthere was no
love lost, between .the Bactrians aud their fellow
~evolters-the Parthianhr.. The Parl;I.lians,who immecliately followed the lead of their potverful neigh,
bours, d i & not, win (complete freeclom.for some years
afterwards, probably, as me have seeu,.nat till after
the accession of Selencus Callinicns; and apparently
-

-

I n his articlo on Greek i ~ n dScythian coins cont~ibuteclto the
" C*u~iclrissder Indo-Arischen Yhilologio ".
2 Gwdner " Catalogue of Crrecli and Scythic Rings " k c . Plato.
I-Nos. 4 to 8.
8
Ditto Plate I, I).
1
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Ai.saccs dreaded Bactria a good deal more than
Syria.
The year 247 B. C. witnes~ed the meteoric
invasion ol Syria by Ptolelny Euergetes, who penetrated to the very borclers of Bactria, without,
however, entering the newly constrncted kingdom,
as far as we can judge. The expedition stopped
short at this point, owing to domestic sedition,
and the invasion of Ptolemy was only one more
incident of the cruel. and useless war that was
draiuing the life-blood of Wesfern Asia. Tiridates
(or Arsaces 11, for hi^ brother, the peak founder
of' Parthia, had fallen in battle,) now proceeded
to annex Nyrcania, and shortly after tool< tho
snrprising step of coming to terms with Bactria.
This effccttlally disposes of the theory that
Dioclotus TI only existed in the pages of Trogus and
Justin1: the alliance could never have been maclo
in the reign of the first Diodot-rrs, the determined
opponent of'Parthia, and the strongest foe to Arsaces,
even from motives of fear; for i t is not likely that
the "prefect of a thousand cities " would fear a
discredited and harassed monarch like Seleucus.
It is more likely that the treaty was concluded,
as Justin says, by the second Diodotns, and thak,
1

Introduction to Gsrdner's Cntnloguc.

just before the advcznce of Selencnfi to sn1)clue the
iuvacler of Hyl:cania, mllose challenge could hardly
be overlooked. TVe may conclude, then, that Diodotus II sncceecled hi8 father, some time between the
accluisil;ion of I-Iyrcania by Parthia, and the iilrasion
of Selencns. Comlllon consent has fixed the date at
abonk 245 B. C.; Dioclotns reigued till 230 B. C., and
probably lived to regret the nnuatural alliance he
formed in his early youth, for Tjridate~;,thanks to his
complaisance, won a co~npleteancl uilexpectecl ~rictory
over the " ever-victorious" Seleucid, and launched
Parthia on its p e a k career, as the rival, not only of
Bactria or Syria but Rome itself.=
Diodoius fell ihe victim of a C O L I ~compiracy,
~
at ille hands of one E ~ i i h ~ d e m uas ,&Iagnesian, who
appcnrs to have iaken effectual means to prevent
any of the rival fanlily from disputillg his right
to the ihrone. Is it possible that the murder was
caused by disconieut at the iame policy of Diodotus,
who appears to have done little for Cactria, in
comparison wilh his sucsessors, and certainly co111~nittccla fatal error oi policy ia his alliance w i ~ h
Parthia. Diodotus appears lo h a ~ efallen some
ycars before Antiochus 111 appeared on the throne
of Syria, which was ss well for ihe sake of Bactrian
1

Date uncertnin. Rawlinson, Sixth Oriontaal Monarchy, page 48,
But i~ this not too l ~ t Pe

says 337 R. C.

freedom. His death probably took place about 230
B. C., after which a great change takes place in
Bactrian policy, msrkecl by a corresponding ccssation of activity by the Parthial~s.
So e~~deci
the dynasty which founded Bactria as
a free State ; in themselves uot remarkable, later
monarchs1 were glad to claim kiuship with the
eaidiest kings of Bacbria, and even to give Diodotus I
the titleJof " Divine ".
1 Ag,lthoclecr. See his coins in Gardner. (P1:rte IV. and Introduction pagcs XXVIJI-XX1:X )

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 111.
rl9ateiuathus

" II'hcos ",--Tliis

1nys1,erious king,
1~11osctille would lead us to suppose him lo be a
personage of solnc importance, is o i ~ l yknown lo 11s
from coins ; liistoria~lshave overlool~ccl him. I'le
appcars to have been a son or close relation of
Dioclolns 11, as his coiils bear on the obverse that
Icing's head, and on lhe reverse the naked Zeus
hurling the boll. V. A. Smith (p. 10 Calalogue of
Coins in Calcutta Mnscnin,) thinks " be succeeded
Dioclotus J I iu Kabul." But surely ICabul was at
lhis time in the ht~lldsof Chandragupta1 ?

He appears to have been a member of the royal
honse, who, on the inurder of Diodotns 11 proclaimed hiinself a s the rightful heir, the inscription
on the C ~ ~ ~ ~ - B B ~ I A E Y OANTIi\:[AXOy
NTO~
OEOY
- . i ~ that of' a 111a11 who wished to elllphasize
his " divine right " t;o the throne, aud after a brief
reign as the heacl of " the legitimist faction ", was
quietly crusllecl by Euthydemus.
1.

Sce howovor V.

A. Smilh : Eiirly l%ist.oryof T ~ l c l i : ~p., 194.

I'

must have been about the year 230 B. C. that
Eothydemus, the hilstgnesian, mnl-dered Diodotns
and usurped l l i ~ throne. m7ho Euthyclemus
was is quite unknown ; but n o doubt a ICingdom
with the roniantic history of Bactria, appealed to tile
Greek imagination and attiracked many " soldiers of
fortune " ready to makc a bid for succehrs in tihe new
world which had just been thrown open to them.
The treachery of' Eutllydemus was palliated, if
not justified, by its ~uccess; under him and his successors Bactria not only magnificiently vindicated
her rights to an iud&erldel-lt existence, but launched
upon a career of couquest a n d espailsion which
paralysed her rivals, and was destined to spread
Ilellenic influence
surely a n d perinanently than
had been done by the great Macedonian himself.
So remarkable is tlle career of Euthydeinns, tliat
litter -hi~toria~ls
forget the existence of Diodotns :
" The house of Euthydemus ", says Sl;rabo, " was
tllc first to establ.is11 Bactrian inciepencieuce."
It is
-

-

EIo i a thinlrirlg 01.' t h o suc:cossEul rapulse of Antiochns: before
this, Bsctriu \\us only a lii~igdom o n suEernncu."
1

ib
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possible, indeed, that the week and vacillating policy
,of Diodotns particnlar1.y towards Bactria's national
and well-hated rival, Parlihia, was to a large degree
responsible for his murder, which could llarclly have
taken place without the coilnivallce of at least the
great Iranian nobles.
Euthydemus hacl some years of uneventf~~l
prosperity, in which t o consolidate the Empire he had
seized, before he was challeuged to villclicslle his
right by the ordeal ofwar. I n 223 B.C. Antiochus 111,
second son of Seleucus Callinicus, succeeded to the
throne of Syria. Antiochus has soine right to the
title of " The Great ", which he ass~nned; he is one
of the few Syrian nlonarchs for whoin we can feel
ally real respect, combining as he did the personal
valonr which hacl become a tradition among the
successors of Alexaucler's generals, wikh a military
talent and a reluctance to waste the resources of hi8
ki~lgdomin interminable petty campaigns, which is
only too rare in his predecessors.

It was only in reply to a direct challenge from
Parthia, that Antiochus interfered at all in what was
Laking place in the East of his dominions, Artabanus
I, (who succeeded Tiriclates I. about 214 B. C.)
p~~rmiing
the policy of aggression which under his
predecessors liad uncceeded so admirably, look ad-

vantage of the ~:ebellionof a satrap uallled B c l l l t c ~ . ~ ~ ,
to aclvsuce 2nd occupy Jledia. This was open d d i
ance, aucl Bntiochns conlcl not ignore it if he woul~l.
An arduous ca12~psigllfc~llowecl; Antiochus did not
make the mistake of nnderratillg his foe, and Justirl
even pubshis forces at 100,000 insantry and 20,009
cavalry .l I-Iowever, the Partllistns inerel y fell back
ft~rtherand further into their mountain fastnesses,
and at length i;he doggecl courage of Arf,abanns found
its own reward.

The ii~de~~enclenco
for which Parthis llad ibugll:,
so well a i d so pe~sisbenllywas at lust recog~lizecl,a1.d
Antiochns even conclesceuclcd to form au alliance
with his gallant antag0ni6rt,~tllough lesser Meclia
was restored to Syria. Perhaps, however, it was
Artabn~luswho suggestecl to Antiochus the invasiou
of i,he rival state of Bactria, and he may even have
lent him troops or promised co-operation. Ile may
have pointed out to Autiochu~what was fist becoming apparent, that Bactria, under the peaceful rnle of
Euthyclemus, with its great natural resources, and the
advantage of an enterprising Greels. to direct its fortunes, was fast becoming a menace to Parthia and
Syria alike. Besides, it wou1.d bc a triumph of
diplomacy, if Parthia could divert the forces of s o

dreaded a neighbour against her cherishecl rival.
Whichever way the fortunes of war might veer,
Parthia must be the gainer. If Antiochns were snccessful, the fidelity and assistance of Artabanus
might be rewarcled by tthe control of Bactria, and at
the least, Bactrian aggression would be checked for
ever ; on the other hancl, if the Syrian forces were
defeated, anarchy would no doubt soon reign once
more in Syria, ancl Parihia wonlcl find her op1)ortnnity for further expailsion once again. Autiochus
had an excuse at hancl for yielding to tlie arguments
of Ariabanus, if indeed we ace right in supposing
the Syrian nlonarch to have been influenced in his
a c t i o ~by
~ his new ally. Bactria hacl incurred the
enlnity of the Selencids in the reign of the last;
monarch ; [;he weak and short-sighlied policy of Diodotus 11. bad enablecl Parthia to eshablish her indepeiidence, as we have seen, unmolested ; and
above all, the Syrian Empire, rich though it was,
almost exhausted, by years of sucidd war and misgovernment, and could ill afford the loss of' the mosl
fertile of her provinces, " the glory of Iran ",' as it
was popularly called. To regain the allegiance of
of Bactria was a natural ambition.

-

The expedition against Bactria must have started in the year 209 B. C., per hap^ in the early spring.

Antiochtzs chose to attack the country by approach*
ing from the south and striking at the capital.

'

The campaign has been described by Polybius
in the concise vivid style whioh gives the teader 60
ready an i n ~ ~ r e s s i oof~ military
l
operations : nnibrtunately the chapter is an isolated fragment only, aud
breaks off afier a description of lhe battle with
which the campaign opened, leaviug all account of
the subsequent operations a blsnl<. Of the invasion,
however, the ravages of time have spared us a
minuie a,ccount. huliocl~ns marched along the
Southern borders of the Arius,2 the river which.
rises in the Hindu-l<ush, ancl loses it,self, like so
many rivers in that region, in the shiftiug sancls aud
fertile patches just beyond the Tejend Oasis. T h e
invader had of neccssiiy to chooue his route in a
march upon Bactria, if h e was to avoid the hardships
and perils of the Bactrian wastcs.

He 1.earnt that the ford by ~vhichhe i~lteildedl;o
cross into the euemy's territory was held in force b y
the famous Bactrian cavalry ; and to attempt to force
a passage in the face of these, was to coilrl; disastcr.
Icnowing, however, thal; it was a Ijadirian custom
Polybius. XI, 34 & X. 49.
T h o &ri-ltud.
3
Close to :I city cnllod 1ly Polybius T ~ ~ o ~: ~ ~Von
i a v
Gutschmid emenclfi to T& 17au,,lava. T h e ford was a little to the west
of the town.
1
a
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to withdraw their main force, leaving a thin screen
of ~ i c k e t sto hold the positions occupied, Antiochus
determinecl on a bolcl bid lor success. Leaving his
main Army behind, h e advanced swiftly and ~ucldenly wit11 a picked body of Cavalry and attacked,
at clawn, so unexpecteclly that he carried
the passage almost unopposed, driving the pickets
buck upou the main body. A fierce encounter now
took between the picked horsenlen of Iran and Syria.
Autiochus, with the reclcless~lesscharacteristic of the
successors of Alexander and his Generals, led the
charge, and after a hand to hand combat, in which
lle received sabre-cut in the mouth ancl lost several
teeth, lle had the ati is faction of routing the enemy
comple~ely. T h e main Syrian army now came u p
and crossed the river. Enthydemus appears not to
have risked a general engagement but to have fallen
back on hie almost impregnable capital. Of the
details of the siege we know nothing, but it may
be 1 that it is to this bloclcade Lhat Polybius refers '
when he says that the ' siege of Bactria ' was one of
the great historic blockades of history, and a commonplace for poet and rhetorician. Time wore on, and
skill the " City of the Horse " held out; ; a long
absence from home was unsafe for Antiochus, for the
Von Gutsohmid takes this for granted.
jesti fiable.

This is scarcely

Syrian Empire inigllt at any momcut break out into
one of the incessant rebellions which vexed the
Seleucida almost without intermission. Both sides,
perhaps, were not. unready for a compromise, and
this was bi:ought about by the good offices of a
certain Tcleas, a fellow-conntryman of.Et~thydemus,
and hence especially suitable for tlie task. On behalf of I;he Bactrian pi:ince, lie pointecl'out that it was
illogical lo cast upon l i i ~ nthe blame accruing from
the policy o f Diodotns 11' in forming an alliance
with Parthia. In fict, Euthydemus was the enemy
01Diodotns, and had nlerited the gratibucle of Antiochus in destroying,the '' c h i l ~ l ~ ~OJe nthose. who first
rcbelled " '. A still. more cogent argnalenl; sufficed
Lo convince the King. The Scythian hordes were
on the move, and t1zreat;ening lhe borders of' t1i.e
Jaxartes like a storm-cloud. Ractria was the. out~ o s tof Hellenic civilizatioo, allcl on its integriv
depended the safety: of the Syrian Empire ; ancl
Euthydemus pointed oul; that to wealccn Bactria
~voulcl be a fatal step. for the cause of I:lellas ;
" t h e Greece land would adlnittedly lapse into
barbarism " 2.
1 i.e., ijiodotus, and probirhly o t h c r ~of the f m i l y likcly to h e
in t h e mitv. I'erhu~s. Antimacllus Theos" (see n~,nendir to D ~ C ceding chiptcr,) wns ' onc of thorn 'l'hcsc ~;ords s'om Lo he
strollgly in favour of t l ~ eview t h i ~ tthere wcre two ltings of tho nnrno
of Dioclotus
,
d~pap/3upwO~uenOarT+V ICXXdGa 6poXoyovpCvwr. Von C>utnchmicl
Inaltos s cu~iousmistillre here ; t:rking t h e p:rssive voice, ~~pparcntly;
for n middle, he R:LYS,
in his Encyclop:oclin- :rrticle, that Eutl~ydemus
' lhreala~terlto cnl2 171 llie b t r d n ~ ~ i u ?czce~ r ~ovetsrurl
l
lbe cozinlr-!/.l.'
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This is the first lllentioil me Lavc o l the aggressive at;t;itucle of the tribes beyond 1;he Jasartes :'
but the problem was eviclently not a new one to
Euthycle~nnsor to Antiocllus. The Selcucid monarch came to the concl~~siou
that it was to his interest
to preserve the integrity of ~ h i sgreat frontier state,
which gnardecl the roacl~from Inclia a ~ l dthe North.
The tierms on which peace was concluded 111usl;
]lave caused il~tensechagrin to the Parthian allies
of' Antiochns.
A11 alliance, offensive ancl clefeilsive, ]\-as concluclecl between the royal houses of Bactria and
Syria : this, of course, inclucled the recognition of
ithe clailn by Euthydemns to the Royal Title, which
was perhaps granted on conclition ihai lie should
guarcl thc Soythiau frontier (lor it was chiefly ou
tliis grounci that the claiin hacl been put forward ;)
the alliance, moreover, was to be sealed by the
betrothal of the young daughter of Antiocllns to
Demetrins 3, the gallant priuce who hacl caught Llle
a t t c ~ ~ t iof'
o ~the
i Selencicl ~vhilsi,conducting ucgotialions on behalf of his father in the Syrian camp.
Virle firwlinson ' Sistli Opientirl Monarchy,' p. 58 note
For terms, vide Polybius X I 34. !)-lo. For the whole
c:~mpnipn(except the niegc, of which we 11:~ve
been spared no accounl
except tho donbtful rolcrencc, Bk 29) I hnvc follorvod Polybius.
See also Beven * H o u ~ eof Seleucu~11. 23. ; and Rawlinson loc. cil.
L)nto of the treaty, ? 208 n. a.
"biti! : ' L'ostrcmun~ in xocict:ttcm ejus ailmissux."
1

.

a

E~zthydem~zsmay have u r g e d on Antiochus the
propriety of recovering thab old appanage of Bacbria,
the Satrapy of Parnpainisus. The strategic value of
the kingdom of ICalsul was beyond cluestion ; it had
been recogllized by Al.exander who had placed it in
the l r a n d ~of Oxyartes, who, as we have already seen,
probably continued to administer it till by the weakness or negligence of Seleucns Nicator it passed
back to the hand of Chandragupta IVIaurya. It
was probably in this dolllain that Antiochus found
the Indian princeling So phagasenas or Su bhagasena
. .
reigning ; x7ho the latter was is p i t e uncertain.
I t was conjectured at one time that the name Subha-.
gasena is a title of Jzllauka, a son of the great Asolca,
who had died in 231 13. C. ' ; but Jalauka hiin~lelfis
a misty personality, of whom we linow little besides
the vagwe, though voluminous stories of Icashmir
tradition. Euthydemns, on behalf of whom the
expedition was mainly undertaken, was under the
obligation by the terms of the treaty to provide the
means for the expedition. For a third time (the
last for many centuries), the tramp of armies from
the far West was heard down the loog winding
defiles of the historic Khyber.

-

1 Fist; :suggested by Lassen, " Indische Alterthumskunde ", 1
think.
Tide Smith, ' Esrly History of Inclii~,'p. 171 find 197-8.

Rut lhe espccliliou docs not appcar to hsvc becn
carriecl out wilh [,he l h o r o ~ ~ g h l ~wllich
e s s Euthydemus
would llave liked. It was lillle more than a dcmons1,ration in I'orce, Subhagasella appears to liave
yicldecl ~ r c r yeasily, ancl cousentecl to the pay~llcnt
of a considerable i~~dernllily
allcl the sul-rencler of
clcl~hanls, An~iochushacl slrcady bceii overlong
al~seulfrom Syria, alld lic Ilautcnccl home by tlio
I\;auclallar roacl, tl~rougllBracho~iaancl Canllai~ia.
A1:clrot;rheneg ol' Cyuicus was lci'i; hclliilcl lo rcccivo
1,llt: suln owiilg to llle Syrian coffers, and to follow
with it later.'
hyclemus figi~rcson several fine coius \vhich
liavc bceil rccnvcrecl ; hc npl)cars on tllelll a8 a man
in I,l~eprimc ol' life, wi~11a, llenvy s t e u face.' Tlic
~viclearcn o\-er \\llnicll llis coins arc i'o~unclpoinl,s to a
consiclcral~lec r l e i ~ ~ i oofu thc Bactrian domains. Ail
atlclllp1 was probably nlacle in liis life-tilile to anncx
tllosc tcrri1,orics which Bacl bceil cecled to Chaud~itg;.upl,aby S e l c ~ ~ c nNicai,or,
s
aucl will1 tlie brcalc-up of
Llle Maarya ltiugcloill oil the cleath of Asoka, bliis was
*<[uitefeasible. llonbtlcss nenickins took a, 1)romi17cnt part, in leading his father'b armics, and he nay
l l w e becn associatccl wiih hiin in ruling thc now estcllsive clonlinio~lsof Ihclria, tliongli it iw probal~ly

a mistake to attribute the Indian expedition and the
foundation of Euthydemia to this reign. I t is, of
course, unsafe to draw inferencee to certainty from
coins, but the coins of Euthydemus have been discoverecl, not ollly i n Bactria and Sog~liana,~
but in
Parapanisus (which may have been put under the
suzerainty of Bactria by Antiochus,) Arachosia,
Drangiana, Rlargiana and Aria.3 It must, however,
-be remembered that coins are iu circulation long
after a monarch's death ; ancl that it is by no means
a foregone conclusion that, because the coinage of a,
king is found ill a pa~,ticulardistrict, that king rulecl
tlie district. Such a discovery illerely indicates the
wealth and co~nrnercial power of the monarch in
question ; further inferences may be probable, but if
unsupported by external evidence, reinain in the
realm of probability, aud nothing more.
Euthydelnn~l inay well have looked back upon
his career with pride. By sheer ability he had
vindicatied his right to the crown he had so violontly
wrested away. The ablest of' the Seleucids had

--

1

On thc obvc~+scwe find either n horse (:bppropriatc in thc cirso
of Bactria, of Zari-xspa " the City of the Hoi~c,")or thc figuro of
Hercules.
a
Does this indicate that the Sacne mcrc kept moll in linncl in
tllis reign ?
3 r c Apollodoros of Artcmitn says tho Grccks (of I3irctri:l) conquorccl Arinnn ", if tlicy did, it was probably in t h i ~roign or tlic ncxl
(Gco. XI. XI. I . )

,
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oome to punish him as a revolting vassal ; before he
leff;,the Bactrian by his dogged valour had won that
monarch's respect and friendship. He was lord of a
great, fertile and important reaIin ; his soa had
already shown promiee as a warrior and statesman ;
and the latter's wedding with a princess of the
proudest of the Hellenic families, whose royal ancestor, the great " Selencns the Conqueror," second only
to Alexander himself, claiin~dthe God Apollo 8s liis
father: was a guarantee of lasting peace aucl. frienclship. Tho hated Parthians were paralysed for tho
time by their rival's success ; and Bactria inuet have
been growing rich in her position at the confluence
of the world's trade-routes. Ever since the day
when, according to the oft-repeated shory, Bindusars
sent lo request a ' supply of wine and a, sophist '
from his Syrian contemporary, and Chanclragupta
sent presents of drugs to Sele~cue,~
the p o w t h of
]usury in the Greek world, and the establishment of
new cities of the hype of Alexaudria must havo
created a great demand for Indian goods. A further
proof of b e close tics biucling India and the West,
is fotuld in the fact that, twice at least, Greek
alllbassaclors were in re~liclenceat the court of the
-

-

1 Laodioc said that Apollo was rcally thc father of hor son.
Soo J'osLin XV. 4. q. V.
Mullcr la'rag, I l i ~ t .C;I';IOC: I. 344 nnd IV. 421.

IMauryas, llagnstlleucs at thc court ol' Clla11dr:~gupta, and Deilnacbus at tbst of Bi1~dosara.l
Frecli~t!utas musk havc bccn tllc caravaus from
the I(abnl to Bacl;ria, othcrs doubtless arrivccl f~+.oin
the clistant Seres of' thc Nol~l;h-Enst;, for thc 1,hcil
novel co~lunodityof silli-, ici~s:in great dcii~allcli n !,lie
lusurious towils of the new and ~ o ~ l l l @ p ~ l i ~ ~ l l
llellcnic age, of which Alcsandria, is so iy1)icaI.
Thc Sornii~of Ractria 1il11s1, havc rcscn~blccl tjliat oS
crccd aucl tol~gnecrowded tllc buxaars and ~ , h illc
heterogeueous articles-muslin and silk, s~vcelsl;n.fT~,
spices, clrug~,metal work in brass aucl silvcr ancl
jewels of all k i u c l s . V i i ~ a l l \vender that E ~ ~ ~ h . y d c lnus is regarcled as the founclcr OF Bactria : oilly OIIC
storm-cloncl marrecl the ohherwise ~ h i ~ l i ~
l ~~gO S ~ I C C I ,
ancl that, was as ycb low d o ~ v nO I I IJlc clislaiit horizoi~.
Tho barbarians beyoncl Lhc Jass~rtcswerc skill 111oving uneasily.' About thc ycar 190 13. C. thc lnlrg
ancl cventh~lreign olEuthyclen~uscalnc to an cllcl, : ~ ~ l c l
t,hc 1iingcl.om l~asscclto a worthy successor in 11ci1ic:trins had alrcacl y I~cg111I 1I ~ H
t,rins. Whether Dc~nc
Str;ibo 11. I , 9.
$1il;nd:~-l'ri~xng:~.S. R. 1':. XSXV. p. Z. T,.ou o f IL snporior
qyliLy, wits iilso nu irnl)ortirnL itom in colnillolQcawith tho SOI-0s.
-5
11 wc n1.c to heliovo thc Clii~ioso: ~ ~ ~ t l i u ~ 1110
i l i c ~first
~ , i~f:tt~:~l
otlcup:~tinn oi' Sogdinna must Iiavo boo11 [is u i ~ r l y~ L Stllu roigli uL'
ICucmtidcs.
1

eastern co~lclucsts we clo iloh k i ~ o ~ vbill
, at soinc
l~crioclof his reign Uactrin reached the clinlas of her
prosperi1,y. Thc ancieut citadel of tlle Jrnlliauu wag
l.he calpilal of a 111igllty Empire, as the ~vorcls of
Strabo testify:-" The Greeks ~ 1 1 0occasioned the
rcvolt (6s. Euthydelnns acd his fa~amily),owing t,o
I,he ferliliby aucl aclvalltagcs of' Bnctrin, bccame
lnasters of Arinua a i d Inclia. . . Thesb collclncsts
were achicved y~zrtlyby Meilallcler and ~~slrt,ly
by
Qc11ici,rills, soil of E ~ t I i y d e ~ n ~.~ s..
. Thcy
ovcrran not only Pattalcae but the kingcloms of
Ssroastou aud &igcrdis, ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ iconstit~lte
ch
l,he remainclar of the c o a ~'t
. , , They extellclecl
their Eml~ire as far as tllc Sercs ancl Phr~~noi,"
rlheir object, obvionsly, was to reach the sea for
trading purposes,- the same Q j c c t which lcd flle~n
to secure the liigh road iuto Chiua.

.

.

1

The cvidence of the coins of Euthyclelllus
(vicle (I,&) seeins to point to tbe occnpation of Aria
by that king. Conquests east of ICabul, ou the
other lland, appeal: froin Strabo's words to h a m
beell the work of Dcmet,rins, probably after his
lather's cleath, thongll t h i ~is not ccrtniu. Strabo
Geo. XI'. XI. 1.
Demetrizcs irr A~mrcirosicc. vide Isidorns Charncensin, 19, in
MirlIer Frag. Georg. Gr:rcc. Min. (vol. J) 1855. When wn8 Lhis
town founded ? I n tlie rcign of Denictl-ius, 01, in that of liia b t h c r '?,
l?ro)nl~lyAria nnd A11nro11osi:incrc snbdued simolteneonsly.
1

s ~ e a l t svery vaguely of the extcnt of the don~inioll~
of Demetrius. By Pa~Lalenewe are.to ui1clerstancl
the ltingdom of Sincl, the conntry which was first
tskcu fi.0111 Musicanus by Alexander Ihe Great.
On the xvcst of the Indus, all the country from
the Cophcn to the mouulains appears lo h a m thus
bclo~lgecl to Dactria: east of the Indus, after the
anncxation of the kingdom of the Delta (Pat,talene),
it was not a great step lo proceed to subcluc the
neighbouring kingdoin of I<athiamsr or Sul.asthra
(the Greck Saraosios). WhaL cluitc is inclicatcd by
the "kingdom of Sigerclis," I am unable i,o cletermine. It may have becil some minute " kiiigclorn "
{i.e., the doinnin of sollle petty rajah) betwcen Pattala
and Snrasthra.
Besides these kingdoms on the coast;, we have
evidence to confirln the opinion tillat a congidel*ablo
portiorl o f the Pulljab fell into tlie hands of E~lthydeinus as well. It is usual to ascribe to hill1 the
foundation of the town of Euthydemia, which he
aallled after his father, accorcling to a not uucolrllnon
practice. Euthydelnia becaule the capital of the
Bactrian kingclom, east of the lildus, and uacler
its Indian name, Sagala, grew to be a flourishing city of great wealth and magnitude.
The question of the identity of Sagala (or
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Salrala) is a matter of dispute. It ia now held
that it is not to be confused with the " Sangala ",
razed to the ground by Alexander ; and modern
authorities identify it with either Shorlcot, near the
modern Jhang, not far from the confluence of the
Acesines and Hydraotes, or Siallcot, further north,
near Lahore and not far from the heacl waters of the
Acesines.! Later on, we filial1 see that Menander
was born " near Alexandsia ", " 200 leagncs Gom
Saga;la ", and this. would certainly- point to Sialkot
rather than Shorkot, if " Alexandria " is the town at
the "Junction of the Acesines and Inclus" ineutioned
by Arrian (Aasb. VI. 5). It is difficult to believe
that the Baictrians had any permanent hold on the
country up to the Chinese borderlands2 Perhaps all
that Strabo means is that all the territory up to
the great emporium on the extreme west of Serilce,
i.e., Tashkurghan in Sarikol, was under Bactrian
influence, and, perhepa for cominercial reasons,
was protected by their troops, froin the raids of
Salras and other nomadic maranders.
The coins of Demetrias illt~stratethe history of
his reign in an interesting manner: like his &her,
he seems to have adopted the god Hercules
as his patron deity, and I-Iercules figures upon
1

Smith Early History of India, p . 65 note.
See Stein'' Sand-buried Cities of ILhotan," p. 72.

thc c o i ~ ~of
s Enl,llj~demus n,~lcl. Dcincl,ri~~s,'vcir';).'
much as thc hll??ndc~.ing
Zcus figurcfi 011 lllosc of I,lle
Diocloli, or lllc Dioscuri on tllo coinage ol' Dclnc.l,rius '
Tllcsc coins were cloubllcfifi issuccl Ibr circl~lnlivnill
Bachria propcr, likc t,llc k~nlous and strilcing c~ol~t
~vhicli Gmrclncr rcproduccs, 011 ' \\rllich a ligwo,
almofik certai~llyl,o bc idcnI,iiiccl,l,hc lhclriall i\lr~d~itl,
1,lle nai,ioual goclclef;s, apl>cars, cl;Ml a s shc is closcribcd in the Zencl-ilvcsl,;~,.
For nfie in his domnirrs bcyontl idle Pnrnl,:~nisns,

which is ono of' the lnosh slriliil~gleaCurch: of bl~c
coiilsge of the Illdo-Baclsiau dy~iashic~.:?To 111is
series IVC lilay s a h l y assign I,llc silvcr coills

ing an elepliant l~clnlcl;, cz1~1tl~osc bcnring all
bc? obsol-vod,
clcpha11l;'shead; lllesc coilis arc, il in11~;b
p~wcly Grcclc in standard n ~ ~pnl,tcrn,
d
and. ; ~ r o
lvolmbly earlier h11a1I tllc scrice of sq~rurc c ointi,
1
VirTa G111*dnal*' C:~Blogno d Coins oli Crraok end S(:yll~i:in
R i n ~ s , '1Y.o. I'l~~l,o11. '3 & 111. 5 : vitla 110k! 17 wtle.
3.

' ~ ~ l ~ t : l l o11g I.,~ l1.~ . ~
Ah),
1 r. ! I T . 3 .

'

AT TIIE IIEIC~III' OF I'W PO\\'EIl.

.r
( fo>

where an attempt at compromise bctwecn Grcclc ancl
Indiau methods first aypcsrs. '

If scems proballc that Demctrius diviclecl llis
lrldittn posse~sious into ~lliuor principal.il,ics fool:
greaLcr coilvellience of governi~lent; a ~ystieln of
~atrapies,OF small feuclal states, appears to ]lave
been the on1.y form of aclministratio~~
I'oi~ncll3ossiblc
Scy lhian, Tarl,l~ian
by the illvsclers of Iadia, ~vliel~llc~or Greek. It was, ieclcccl, Lhe for111 of govc?rumcu~
~nosL ad.aptec1 to the eastern i:emperamcnt ; irc71-n
time to tilne the infl~lenceof soillo mastermind Ilncl
consolidatecl a great Empire; but the bo~lds had
always heen purely artificial, liable to dissoluhion 011
thc appearance of a wenk or incagablc rulcr. I t had
becoine apparcu.L on the death of i\soka, how liiltlo
even the great Msuryas hacl snccccdecl in inl;rocluciilg elenients of colicsio~~
iota llleir vast, sl-~cl
l~cterogeneousEmpire.
The small satrally appcara to lmve bee11 tllc
n a t ~ ~ r spolitical
l
unit in India, as the ciky state
was in Greece. However, Demefriu~ldicl not arrive
at, a sati~factorysolulion of thc problem of simultarleously governing t , o ~dis1;aut and diverse kiugdoms.
Perllnps his continued absence i n Indin aroused Chc
1 Illustrnted by E. J . Rapson i n tlie Gundriux I. 101: Gnrdner
XXS. 3. Tho jnsc~*iptionis still G~.celc. Noticc tho glndunl
ilchellcniz~tion,well illuutli~teilby thc coinagc.
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jealollsy of the Grreco-Iranian kingdom in lllc North;
it nlay be that the iuhabital~tsof Eactria lookecl tlpon,
S:rg.ala with jealous eyes, as a new and alien cal~ilal;
at any rate, the absence of Demetrins gave ample
opportunity for a rival to establish himself seeurely
in Bactria before the arrival o i troops from the
far soulh Lo overthrow him.
The rival who did this wvas one Eocratides,
Who he was, Q what may have h e n his motive, we
call only infer from his coills i.u a somewhat cooujcctnral fashion ; one thing, homcver, seems more or
less plain, that he was conilecteiL in some way to the
royal house of Seleucus ; in hk sympathies, and
probably by birth, he is distiuefly closely Bouncl up
with the reigning dynasty in Syria
Justin iilzplies that he seized the throne about.
the saine time as Mithridaies I, ie., about 174 13. C.,.
or a little earlier :me may suppose that Deilzetrius
was engaged in his Indian conquests ancl the ad-.
ministrative and other problems they entailed, and.
either had no leisure to atatend to what was
happening in Bwtris, or did :lot feel himself strong
enough to march against SQ powerfnl a rival until
his power in the Sonth was suficiently consolidated..
Meanwhile, Ewratides was pursuing: a vigorous
policy in the North, not always witb tho success
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deserved. Enenlies were springing up in all
directions to menace Bactria., and Eucralicles liad
Ito vindicate his right to the tlirolle he had claimed.'
T l ~ efirst ancl inost formidable rival was Miillridales I.
Mithriclatcs appears to have succeeded with the
*speciallnission of countelacting Bactrian influence,
for Phraotes, his brother, 11ad left the throne to him
in preference to his numerous sons, as the ablest
successor, and one nlost lilreIy to continue the great
mission of extending Parthian dominion iu the East,
the progress of which had been thwarted since 206
E, C., when Antiochus the Great had raisecl her rival
.io thc position of ally a d equal. The continual
threats of aggression from the Parthians, the everincreasirig pressure on the frontier, which caused
various wars (perhapr; not of great magnitude, but
harassing, as a fbretaste of what was to come) on
the Sogdian froa tier, and a campaign-agaiust whom
we are not informed-in Daangiana, made the life of
Eucrcltidcs any thing but peaceful. The struggle
with l11e monarch he had di~possessed,moreover
was coming, and Encratides went to ineet it with
great spirit. Ah one time the fortunes of war seemed
t o have definikely turned against him ;by a fitla1 effort
$1,

1

Perhups Demo11.ius had left Ez~crulides irr ckurge of Baclril~

.as .Regent. Some one must hnve Been RO Icft : and this would
account for tllc lntter'a aocumuhtion or powor, his w m n ~ n ~ l din
frontier maiu, etc.

Delnetrios, wilh the huge Forcc of sisl,y thousan(l.
Inen, caught aud be~.ie,~ecl
his rival, ~vhosre arln3'
by Boine means llacl S I I I ~ ; to only 1,llree hu~lcli~ec~
men. By a ~narvcllous combi~,al,ion of slrill alld
(rood fortune, Eucraticles cut his way olzt af'tel. 2
3
siege, which (if we ore to believe tho oil ly aalhoriby
nl~011the inciclent) ' lasted five 111onflis ; a n d this
proved to bc the turning point in the war. So011
after, the Inclian clioll~inions of Demc~rinsfell illto
the hands of Encrabidefi, and thc once p o ~ ~ ~ e r f ~ z l
Dcllletrios e i h r l~esishcclor was dcposecl about lllo
year 160 B. C.

If, as is just possible, Eucratides was really I l ~ e
grandsou of his royal ol~poncill,,the grcal dispczrily
bekween their ages would acconnt for he ease nritli
which Ihat once doughty Icacler allowed l l i ~ u ~ ctol f
be defeated by a hand£lll of clesperate men, whom
h e had conquered with a vastly snpcriol. force ; i t
mould also save the historian from the neccssi1;y of
condemning J~zslin'swhole accoullt of thcse ii~cideilts
as exaggeratecl and inaccurate--always a pre-eminentl y unscientific proceeding in the case of an uucon:
trovertecl statement. The victory over Dcmelri~zs
----1 Justin XLI. 6. tells the story '' Though 1n11c1i rcducecl ljy

losses (iu frontier mal-s) Euomtides, when besiegcd by Ucrnctrins
King of Indin, with a gnr~isonof throe h n ~ ~ d r olncllr
d only, li~ibta t
bay,, :L b1ock:iding force of sixty tllonaand of the cnemy, hy con(;inunl
sortles. Fir~irlly,nltcr a five months' seige, he c~cnl)ed,",

is
commemorated in the fine coins reproclncccl by Garclncr,' which relweweul, in a mosi,
spirilccl SasIli011, " the great lwin Erelhrea, " with
i.hcir lai~cesa l tllc charge, \ v a ~ i n g lllc palms of
victory. rJ l llcse 11-cre cviclelitly struck for use in
I3nckria ; for use i n the proviuccs beyond Lhe I-IincluKnsh, very probably he struck a wries of coins2
xvllerc thc blcudil~g of Grcclc ancl Ii~cliau art is
il1nsbral;ecl in st, curious manner, bcarillg tllc goclcless
NikG holdjng a wrcath O I L thc obverse, ancl a, Pali
on Chc reverse, in Rasos thi characters.
i~~scription
'J'hc coi~ls arc broilze aild square, this being
:tllotllcr instar\cc iu tvhioh Ihc Indian shape replaces
t,lic Grecl; circnlar coin.

It is cstrerncly intcrcsting to notice thc manner
ill which lIlc Grcck teml~er,zmenl,aclayhs itscll' to
cl~ungcclcouclitioiis. Eucra~iclesgivcs himself tho
li tlo oS " Maliarajul~" (which he lranslabes by
1,l~cCirccl; i\PEl?dilOY l3AZPAE~Z\ in his Indian
c l o l ~ l t ~;i ~ill~ sT?acI,ria however he appears as tlle
lcaclc~.oS tIlc Grccls, as opposecl to lhc Trauian scction
oS i,hc l,ol~ulacch. Cy birth aud leanings it scenlfi
cvicleill tllat, ICncraticlcs was lhoroughly GI-celc. His
"

C:~talo,nue,"plate V. 6-9.
A
110.
V:I. ti a 7.
ll'c'ja seems equiv;~lontto C h c 7 i c i l ~ ~(sntrap)
~ p ~ ~ . merely, thc
ono boing 11scc1 by t11c ~lntiveIndiiin o r Bnctrio-Indian potty rulers,
tllo li~ltor,:~l)[);tl.enLly,by Lho f e u d ~ t n r i e sof Partl~ia. T o renclel11i\911\Yf2 Y :~hi~rnjirl~"
is ~~cquircrlT h e i\IEllAZ
RAZl,\ETEof solnc
of t h o uoius is it11 attompl, at a "lit~1~:ll
' I Lnrnslation of " Mi~l1itl'i~ji~I1".
I

I'ille

''

of birth ; the distinctive
coins betray his
figure on nearly all his Bactrian issues is a representation of the Dioscuri,monnted ; they were the patron
saints of the Selencids, md under the rule of t h e
son of Laoclice ', took the same place on his coinage
as Zells, the thunder-god, did on the coins of t h e
Diodoti. One of Lhe most striking featnres of
Bactria is thc uttcr predominance of evcrylhing
Greek in its history. The coins are essentially
Greek, the rulers are ceriainly so, and oftell note
even naturalized Iranians but foreigners, to all.
appearances. The Iranian population never Beeinsto have had any voice at all in Ihc governnlent ;
though we must rcinelnber that Greek was the
language of collllnerce a ~ dcivilization
.
in Western
Asia, and TVC are slyl to be easily mislcd by the fact
that Greek naines, coinage and language were
csclusively nsed. In Parthia, for instance, w e
know that national fecling was utterly anti-Hellenic,
and yet Greelc appears to have been Ihe language
generally nsed for commercial and public purposes.
Perhaps it was his love for Greek customs and his
pride in his Seleucid blood that brought about, tllc
downfall of Eucratides.

While returning from India, Justin tells us, ho
\\7as murdcrcd by his own son, who hacl shared tho
throne wilh him, a i d 1~110,far from concealing tho
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n~-clrder,declared that he Iiad killed " not a parent,
bnt a public enemy ", and brutally drove his
G hsrio t through the dead monarch's blood, and
ordered his body to be cast out unburied, (Circa
156 B.C.) Thus perished one of the most remarkable of the mauy really great, though obscure,
monarchs of the Bactrian Empire. A splendid coin,
figured by Gzbrdner in his Catalogue, enables1 us
t o form a very good idea of the appearance of tlie
Iring-a proud determined man, wearing the liausia,
diacleined wil;h crest, and the bull's horn at the
side, On tlie reverse, significantly, are figured tho
Diosauri, charging with long lances and waving
tlze palms of victory. The clelineation of the ~tecds
is worthy of the highest traditions of Greek Art.
The title of ' the Great ' appears on the coin ;
BAZIAEQZ 31ETAAOY EYI<PBTIAOY% The llanzo
of the parricide who tlnls foully deprived his Cather of
his life and throne, is not reoorded. Some authorities.
have ideotified him with Heliocles2,who is supposed
by them to have headed a native reaction, fomented
either by his father's Hellenizing tenclencies, or by

.

Gnrclnor P l : ~ t eV. 7.
T a r n , " I I e l l e ~ ~ i sin
m Bnctria
J. H. S.. 19112. p. 278.
Another coin of this reign is tile mfigniliccut twenty-cifsr gold
piecc, a t prc~clltin the Bihliothcque Nationnle a t Paris. I t wnu, RS fnr ns
wc know, by f ~ the
r lnrgestgold coin strncl; in notiqnity. (Alexander
issuer1 two.st:alir picccs,) a r ~ dis iu every wily unique. I t filtir~glymirrkn
thc high wil.tar marl< of U:ic:tr~sl~prosperity uodcr Eucralides; after thie
reign ~t grndually clccnyed. Lkwtria is i~~dicatcilby tho fact that only
silver and bronzc coins I~nvehccn discovcred.
1
a

".

his illaclive policy ag~:'ni~lsl,
~ I i L h r i ~ l ~ ~ ~i ,Ici~~.l l r i c l i ~ l , ~ ~ ,
we know, took tllc ~alrapicsol' " ilspioi~ns and
T ~ ~ r i ~ r a froin
,"
kCucrnl,ides, nncl il is possil~le Illat
this causecl clissnbisfaction a1 the policy of tllc
Bactrian I\llollnrch. rl'I~crois, llowcvcr, goocl reason
to suppose tllat, the parricide's name was ApoUodolsns, who may havc been lccl by the snpposecl
palriolic chal.ncter ol' his cleeci to asswue llle .lil;lcs
of Cb2THP NII<H+O PO?: nucl A1l3l1'11X \\rhicIi ~ v ciilld
011 his coins.
Ib is snl~poscdIllat I-Ielioclcs nvengccl
his faLlier's m ~ ~ r c l eancl
r s c c ~ ~ l +lhe
e d throne, probably
lwtliilg his Lro1lier to clcnlh ; some Lavc t l i o i ~ ~ l l ~
tllni, lllis is iilclicalecl
the bitle " illl(AlOC " \\rllicll
ap~carsoonhis coil~f;. 11 is probable however 1hat
the Litle of 1he " JIIEI,
" is of quasi-religions & p i ficance, but the cliftcussio~l of this' ljoinb may be
~rloreapproprialely lel'l; lor anol,hcr occasion.
Al~ollodol,nsscclns lJoliavc c~~,joyecl
a, very brief
13cigil a~lclJIelioclcs pro1,ably succccclecl ill 2 5 6 B.!;.
ll'ill~1li1n the rulc 01lllc C:rcclcs in Ilactria, c o m c ~
i,o a11 cncl, Ihc I3aclria1i priiiccs cvclSc i'orcccl to
t,i a,irsl'cr i,hcir c~n1,ii.c lo thcil. c a l ~ i ~ a
hcyollcl
l
i,lle
i 1 1 - J I I ~7'110 mnl*cler ol' Encral,idcs was \\rorsc
tllail s c:rimc, il T I ~ ~ IaS l~luucler; tllc clei~tho l i.he
ollc illn~)cal)itl>lc 01' s ~ v i l i gO11c ~iI~lla,tio~l
~ C I I C ~ C

~ C ~ ~
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resistance useless, and the country was stir1 further
enfeeblecl by the rise of a number of petty princelings or satraps, who were necessary for thc
government, as we have seen, of the iminensely
increased Bactrian territory, but who were always
inclined, on the removal of a ~tro11ghand to assert
the indepenclence. The semi-indepeudent character
of thcse petty rajahs or sni;raps is shown by the
style of the inscriptioils upon their coins.

APPENDIX TO CI-IAPTER IV.
S O ~ IPROBLE>IS
E
IiAIfiBD BY TEIE COINAGE
EUCRATIDES.

OF

1. A coin figured by Gardner (" Catalogue,"
kc. p. 19) has caused a good deal of trouble t o
numismatists. Garclner and the olcler authorities
reacl the inscription on i~ as K A R I S I Y E NAQARA
DEVATA L L God ol' the city of ICarisi." The identity
of the lnysterious " City of Karisi" callsed m u c h
expenditure of ingenuity. Von Gutschmid identifiecl it with " Charis in Aria " (Encyc : Brit. X V I I I .
p. 591, footnote, coluilln I). Hhys Davids, in h i s
introduction to the " Questions of Milinda ", showed
that it was " pllilologically possiblc" to connect it
with Icelssi on the Indus, the birth-place of Milinda,
JIenander ? Professor Rapson, however, has shown
that the reading on the coin ia not ICARISIYE b u t
XAVISIYE.
This simpli fics the problem innnensely. " I~AVISI
" is XAPIA'A, the name given to NorthEnstern Afdanistan, tlle country north of the
Kabul River. (The tvo1.d Hi-pin which, u n d e r
the Han dynasty, means C a ~ h m i ri u Chinese works,
bears the snme nlcalling as I C A N ~ A in Chinese

~vritersof the 7th cenbury. It appears to be tlle
Chinese equivalent of ~ a p i i a . See V. A. Smith's
klistory Ed. 1, page 220, footnote). The coin in
this case was merely struck to celebrate Borne conquest of Eucratides over the country to the South
of the Parapanisus ; perhaps it was issuecl when he
h a d won his great victory over Derneirius, for local
circulation to emphasize the change of rulers.
2. A more difficult problem is raised by the
series (Gard. Plate VIT, 9-10) bearing the inscription :It seenm lairly clear that Laodick is a Seleucid
princess, and the most reasonable supposition is
that she was the daughter of Demetrius by his
marriage with the daug1ll;er of Autiochus 111. This
seems fairly probable ; and, supposing for the
moment we take it for granted, we are confronted
by the pi.oblem, who is the Heliocles o f the coins ?
P e r h a ~ sit would be better to classify the vie~vs
which have been, or may be, held on the subject(a)

Reliocles is the son of Eucratides, who
aflterwards gucceeded him. It is possible
thal; after deposing Deinetrius, Eucratides attempted to conciliate hia rivals
by marrying his daughter to a prince
ol the fallen house, and this policy too

might prevent any trouble will1 t h e
Selencid Kings. I t is noticeable thab
LaodicB, a princess in her own right, is
a.ownet2 on the coins with the r o y a l
fillet ; Heliocles, beiag nlerely a prince,
has no insignia. This seems to fit i n
wjth the views of Von Salletl and Vou
Gutfichinid, 'and others,

( b ) Gardner however ha8 a strong argninent
to urge against this viem. Can w e
l>omibly interpret the inecription in a n y
other way but by s ~ ~ p p o s i nthe
g ellipse
of the usual YIOZ? The viem s t a t e d
above compels us to supply ITATHP,
which mould be most unnatural. It
seenls as if the inscription must bear its
natural interpretation " Eucraticles, s o n
qj IIeliocles and LaodicB," and t h i s
viem is supported strongly by the fact
that the people figured in the coins are
both elcle7-ly, and by the fact that I-Ieliocles is not crotvned,-he lived and died s
private citizen, tllough husband of s
princegs. The theory is further confirmed when we remember that in
1

I'irls " Catnlog~~e."
plntc V. 6-9.
Do,
TI, 6 & 7.

Greece it ~ v a s extreinely conxnou to
nanle a child after its grandfather, we
are pretty certain that Eucratides hacl a
son named Heliocles, and that lends
additional probability to the supposition
Heliocles too.
that his ,fabJ~o.was ria;~~~ecI
If we take it as proved that the persons
repi!esent;ed on the coins are tlie parents
of Eucrat;icles,- ancl the cmllulativc evidence seems to point illo~tcuriously iu
favour of that conclusion,-we are left to
choose between two views, which me
will label (c) and (d) respectively.
(c)

Ez~c~*atic-Ees
zoas t l g~aqzdson
~
rlJ' his ~ i v n a?uZ
t
p~~cdcccsso~
Domtr2:lls tl~~.oz~gla
Lrioclice', the
latter's ciat~gl~ter. This is a bold view,
but may be the true one. Demetrius
was married soon after tlie siege of
Bactria, and Laodicd, if she is his
daughter, might have been born as
early as 206 13. C . Rut ia that case
Eucratides, at the earliest, could h a r d y
have Been born before 192 13. C.; we
have st,rong grounds for believing that
his accession to the throne kook place in
1.74B. C., as that wits the date of the

accession of Mithridates : ancl Justin expressly tells us (XLI, 6, 1.) that they
both came to the throne about the s a m e
time. But accorcling to this theory, he
was olily eighteen when h e a c h i e v e d
his final victory, ancl that after a lollg
conflicl. This would certainly b e a 1.en~arkableachievement for a inere boy*
Again, if this be lhc case, we lnush
cert-ainly put back the dale of tlie d e a t h
of Eucratidcs, a s he certainly coulcl not
have hacl a son old eno-tlgh to mu)-der
him and declare himself Icing (ae
described by Justin XLI, 6) in 165 B. C .,
at which date Eucratides was hilnsclf
under thirty on this hypothesis. Bnt
the date inay be wroug.
(d) Perhaps the inost tenable theory is, thah
the Holiocles of the coins is the f a t h e r
of Eucratides, and Laodic6 his rnother ;
but that the latter was not the cZaz~ghte7of Demetrius by his Seleucid wife, but a

relation-sisber, cousin, or soirie s u c h
connection- who had accompanied her to
Bactria, perhaps, when she was married
to the yoling pri~lce. 011 6lre ot11c.r
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hand, Laodice is certaiuly a name
which would point to direct descent
from a Seleucid King (the first Laodic6
was the mother of the founder of the
dynasty); and a striking. point in favour
of theory (c) is f'ouncl in hhe medals of
tihe Agathocles, who will be dealt wit11
in the succeeding chapter. Agathoclcs
apparently issues these nleclals in comninernoraiiion of his royal ancestors, and
a m o n g ~ these
t
(they include Alexander
the Great and Diodotus) is one which
bears the image and superscription of
l L Arltiochu~;Nicator".
I s h d l try and
tjhow, in a laher place, that this is
Antiochus 111; and if so, it seems thal
Agathocles haces liis desce~ltthrough a
long line of kings back to Antiochus,
i. e., that children of Demetrine and his
Seleucid wife actually occupied he
throne.
(The student is referred to Von Sallet Die
.NUCIA
: Alex : der G ~ o s sim Bact : tarn'^ article on
3IelZenism in Buct~iaand India in the Journul of the
Hellenic Society 1902, and Wilson Arianu Antiqua,
p. 264 ff,) .

CHAPTER V.

THEOVERTHROW

OF THE

NORTHERN
I<INQDO~VI.

INCE the days when

Alexander made his
demonstration in force north of the Jaxartes
and the town of Fnrthes t Alexandllia, built
on the utterinost limit of the Greek world, was
erected as a frontier fort to keep watch and ward
over tho barbarians of the Outer Waste, there had
been a feeling of vague unrest among the Greeks in
theFar East, regarding the .likelihood of trouble
from the mysterious hordes of the northern steppes.

S

No one knew their extent or power, which
made them all the more formidable ; perhapa
memories of the terrible Ciinmerians of the old days
had become a kind of tradition in men's minds ;
for at all periods of the history of the ancient world
we seem to detect a feeling of latent anxiety, a
prescience of what was to come, with rcgard t o the
vast tribes of barbarians " who from time to time
burst like a sudden cyclonic wave on the barriers
of civilization,-feared,
because their numbers,
power, and resources were only known t;hrough
vague report and exhravaganh runlour. Thc very

:fact that the Parlhians, once an obscure nomadic

tribe, pasturing their herds on the grasay slopes
between tile OXLISand the Ochns, had suddenly
thrust into the heart; of the Greek world a grcat
anti-I-Iellenic Empire, proud of its antagonism to
Greek ideas, and aggressively eager to dispute with
all col~lcrsits right; to the position of ruling state in
Asiatic Greece, was a maruing of whnb the barbarian might do, and of the risk of d c ~ p i s i u ghim.'
Bactria tvas destined to be over\\:helmed by
the operation of the same irresistible force which
finally swept; the civilization of the ancient world
utterly away ; obscure hordes on the Mongolian
plains, far beyond the ken of Hellenic observation,
were slowly but surely prcssing south, and the
irn1)eturnvas finally being transl~littedto the tribes
on the fringe of Belleuic civilization, till at last, by
sheer physical pressure, they were driven over the
border, sweeping all before them with the force of
a n avalanche.
Signs of trouble on the northern border had
been observed by Euthydemus, and Antiochn~the
Great had had the wisdolll to see the danger of
1 In a previous chapter, I have tried to point out the likelihood
of R Sacaean Helot ppt~latimz in Bactria-an aboriginrI subatrrtum,
whose existence polnts to the constnnt tendency of the Northern
tribos to move southm?rds and westwards, which had begun before
tliu coming of the Imnii~ns.

I

weakening Gactria. Oiher causes however had
l,een at \vork to draiu Bactria of her resources, the
constallt aotagonislll of I'arthia, and the brilliant
but espeosive col-(quests of De~netriusin India, till
at last thc Bactrian Greeks were literally " drained
of t,heir life-blood, " as Justin graphically saps,l
" aud a comparatively easy prey."
Incleecl, one of
the most striking features of Bactrian history is
the wondei*ful persistence of the Qreel; element.
No Iranian appears to have rulecl in Bactria after
the accession oi' Diodotus, and the Crrcek Icings, if
urc may juclge by their coins, were proud of their
I-Icllcnic bloocl, aud kept up the best traditions of
their nniional art. Even in the Southern l<ingcloin
tllcre appears al; first liltle eviclence tllat the Greck
spirit was likely to be absorbecl into its Indian environment; on the contrary, few things are more
~.enlarl;able tllau the nlallner in which the Greek
spirit adapts itself to altered circumstances, and
blossoms out into a new life, infusing something of
the "diviner air " of the old masters into the coins
of JIenander and his contemporaries, or, later, into
the friezes of the Buddhist sculptures of Gandhara.
I n the tronbled times which followed the death
of I_'ucratides, events occurred which must have
1

" L x ~ a l ~ g l c"
c sSLI, 6.

-

finally wreclred any chance Bactria had of offering
any effectual resistance to the impending invasioil
of the Sacae. I-Teliocles, as we have seen,succeedecl
Eucratides ; we lrnow very lihtle of him except that
his coins invariably bear the inscription AIRAIOZ ;
it tvas formerly llelcl that he nlurclered his fatber and
took lhis title to assert the justice of slaying a
king tvhonl a section of his subjects appear to
have regarded a8 a public eue1n.y. It is ilio1.e prolosbl.e, however, hhat I-Ieliocles was his father's
avehgeer and on that ground assumed the ~ i t l eof
!;he " Just ", though. the title may merely be a
translation of the Budclhist d1~unn.a-lcasa, if indeed I-Ieliocles was influenced by the fipread of
Euddhisili to the esteut 40 which illost; of his
successors appear to have been.
Mithriclates, as uTe have noticed already, had
inaugurated the aggresrsive policy agczinst Bactris
for which he had received his crown, in the reign
of Eucratides, with s0111e success. If, as it has
been asserted, Encratidee lost his life owing to
Jlis inability to resist Parthian aggression, his
successors were not less deserving of a similar
fate. Mi~hridates continued to advance, aad h e
appears to have actually held Bactria for a time
as a sort of vassalage. If we car1 trus1 refer-
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cliccs iu Orosius ancl Diodorns, he even attackcd
tllc Soiltlier~lKingdom, and penetrated to Euthydemia itsclf. We inay fairly safely infer, however,
from tIie silence of Justin, and also from the fact
that no Parthian coins are found over the Parapsrnisns, that Lhe occupation was not of a very
lusting clia.racter, and inay incleed have only been a,
clt.~nonsiration in force, like the expedition of
A~i~iuclius
I11 hgaiust Subhagasena.; Perhaps wc
may find an echo of these obscure and allnost
~uii,ccordcd campaigns in a Parthian coin ~vhich
is still cstant iu the Eritisll nlIusenm c~llection.~
It reprcwnts a standing figxre of E-Jercnles,
and appears to have been imitated from the coins
of Euthydemu~;I1 and Demetrius of Bactriaes

Forttine however appears to have intervened
on this occasion on behalf of Bactria. Demetrius I1
of Syria ]lad not quite forgotten the clainls
~vllich Bactria had on the Selencid house-claims
arisiug from the treaty of Antiochus, and the
tics of marriage uuiting the two royal fs~ll~ilies.
B c t ~ \ ~ c cthe
a years 142-136 B.C., he advanced
against Parthia, intent on another of the
1 He appe:m to have subdued tho Saase princes of Tnsila, t h e
kingdom bctwccn the Indus and H~dnspes.
" Catalogued by Warwick Wroth, Plate 111.7.
3 Gardncr, Catnloguo. I1 9 and I11 3.
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many spamodic efforts of the Syrian Icings to
check the grotvth of' their powerful rivals. I-Iiu
ariny on the mal-ch was greatly strengthened
by reinforcelnents from Persia, Elymais and Bactria,
aiid routed the Parthians in a succec;aion of battles.'
Tlle Parthiaus, however, maintained the struggle
with their usual persistency and finally achieved
by stratagem what they mere unable to effect by
force. Demetrius was enticed to his enemy's camp
by pretended overtures and entrapped ; he was
publicly paraded a6: a warning to the cities
which had joined his standard of the futility of
reliance upon Syria.

I u the year 136 13. C., Mithridates I clied. I'ie
was succeeded by Phraoles 11, ancl it was during
llis reign that h e great Sacaen invasion took place,
which swept over BacLria with such amazing sucldenness and completeness. The inovelllen ts wliich led
to the great irruption have beeu worked on1 with
tolerable comple~eness, chiefly by reference to
Cliinese authorities ; however, it is not proposed
here to cuter into minute discussions npon the
o1)scurc nlovell~entaof the various tribes, with the
lllany llistorical dificulties llley involve, as the subject is marcely relevant to the atudent of the
1

Justin XXVIII. I. 3, 4.
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fortunes of Bactria, and only interests us iu so far
as Bactria is directly concerned ; what happened,
appears to have been briefly as follolvs :About the year' '165 KC., the great tribe of the
Yuehchi nrere driven out of their pastures i u 8.-TV.
China by a rival horde, ancl moving in a south~ v e ~ t e r l ydirection came into contact with the
couglomerate bauds of Scythians, whom the Greeks
knew by the vague general name of Sacac,' who
nlay be identified pretty certainly .cvii;h the Salcas of
the Indian wrilers, ancl tllc Su, Sai, Se, SeB or Sok
of the Chinese illlnslists. The Sacae appear to
have already scttlecl to some estent south of t,he
Ja,sartes ; we know nothing for certain about the
stake of Sogdiana under the, Bactrian I<ings, but
probably, with khe extension of the Eillpire in the
soutll, the Grcel; hold ou the grovince uorth of the
Osus became more and more uominal, till it was
finally no longer assei,ted at all.
About the year 136 B.C., after the death of
AIithridal;es, h e ~.csultsof this pressure upon the
Bmctrians and Par~hiausbegan to be seriously felt.
1 I n n previor~scl~trpter1 h;rve tr.ied to point o u t t h e likelil~oodof
a Strcaelt Halot polmltrtion in Bnctric- nn ehoriginnl substr:rtum whose
esistencc points to tllc constant tendcncy of the not-thcrn tribes t o
movc soutl1y:trds :ind n1cstw;~rtls,which had hecn hcfore t h e coming
of the lran~ttns.

The first omen of the approaching trouble proceeded
from a 1>ody of Sacae who had enlisted as mercenaries in the army of Phraotes, probably because
they had been driven out of their old pasfsure-Iande
and Had no other occupation. They arrivccl too
late to assist; iu the war for which they were hired,
ancl being discontentecl at thc treatment they received
began to pluncler (;he country. Phrnotes, who
appears to have bcen incapable and unpopular, fell
in frying to put them down, chiefly owing to the
treachery of his Greek forccs, who were exasperated
by his cr1101ty.'
T h e Parthians now reverted to the original
royal line for a finccessor to the throne, whom they
found in another brotiher of the elder Phraotes,
Artabauus, uucle of the last lting. Arlabnuns
appears to have followed lhese plunderers up ; but
in a calnpaigu against the Thogarii, says Jnstin, ho
was wounded in the ar~llancl died at once,-possibly
because the weapon was ,~~oisoned.One is strongly
telllptecl to iclentify these " Thogarii " with the
" Tochari ",who, togetllcr wit11 the " Asii, I'asiaui,
and Sacarauli ",1 are mentioned by Strabo as being
the best, known of the Sacaeu tribes who cco~sedthe
J u ~ t i nXLTI, 1-2.
Geog. XI. 8. 2. Vo11 Gut,schmidt t l l i n b nll tl~ese names
attempt to render Yuei-Chi " in Greek.
1
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Jaxartes aucl invaded Bactria.' The Tochari appear
to have established themselves on a more or less
permanent footing in Sogdiana, and so would
naturally be the chief opponents of the Parthians.
The Sncae appear to have exacted tribute in a
most cxtortionate rllanner from the people bordering
on the country they had overrun, forcing them to
pay a certain sum of money on condition that h e i r
lauds should only he overrun and plundered at
certain seasons."
To Helioclcs bclongs the nlelanclloly distinction
of being tllc last king of Northern Bactria. Tllc
Eactrians were indeed little in a fit; state bo
cope wit11 the situation. Their life-blood had beell
drainod by the Inclian schemes of preceding kings,
and the consequent withdrn~val of t.he morc able
aud adventurous among them to seek a more extended career in the new addition to the Empirc ;
aud, as in Ihe case of every nation which has tried
to couqucr the Easb without taking the utrnost precaution to preserve the integrity of their race from
intermixing with the subject stock, the East; was
In n previous chapter, I have tried to point out t h e likelillood
of a Sacasair Helot pol~ulation in Bnctrin-an aborigin:rl s n b ~ t n t ~ ~ ~
wl-osc ozistcncc points to the constant torldency of tho Nortllern
tribes to move soutl~mnrdsa n d mcstmnrds, wl~ichhad heglln before
tho corning of tho Iranians.
Strnbo Geng. XI. 8 3.
1

gl-adnally absorbing them into itself: As we have
already observed, tho coins begill to show that
Greek stslnclards of thougl~t;ancl mailaers were
o*radnallybeconling less aud less caref~~lly
adhered
b
to ; and on acco~ultof the state of Bactria, presumably shortly after the invasion of the Sacs, confirms
the view that J3actria1 had little lhat was Greek left;
in i(; at the lime of its final overthrow. Fro111 the
annals of ChangICien ' we learn that the Ta-Bia or
Eactrians were very like the other tribes betwee11
Ferghana and Au-Si (Parthia). These people all
spolte various dialects, bnt all understood one
auother ; they mere agricultural, treatecl their wives
with an exeggcrated yespeck, and allowcd theill
great liberty, aucl were all distiugoished by deep set
eycs and thick beards.
They were bacl aud
comerdly soldiers, and only fond of t r a ~ l e . ~Thc
description of the Eactriaus here giveu by one who
was evicleutly a close a d accurate observer, shows
fairly coucl~~sively
lo what extenl; the process of
1 I \lave not t l ~ o n g l ~
itt necessary to disc~iss Bayor's theory
th:~tthe Greelrv were driven out of U:ictriu, by Pa~Lhda. I-Ie misunderstmds .Justin.
ICnvoy from tllc Chi~lcsoCourt Lo the Pueh-Chi. R e returned
after varions adventures in 126 B. C.
a Ton Gutschl~lidsays it is ' ren~arkablo that Chang notices
no dimcrence between l;hc Greeks ancl their 1rnni:~nsubjects.' The
cxplnnntion is simple, there were no pure Grcoks loft. Some remnins
of tho old Argin (Iraninn not Grcelr) population miry still be traced
in'the lnngonge of the non-Tartar people dmolli'ng round Bnllrh
(R:twlinson, ITcrodotus, App. Bk. vii., Essay 1, 11. 2U7. N. hiullor,
L ~ n g u a g eof~ the Seat of W:w, p. 33).

5~bsorl)ti~il
llacl bccn going on, and cxpIa111s ~ v h a t
be othcr~visc difficult to comprellencl- tllc
reason why BacLria snccun~bcd~villlouta s h u g g l e
rccorrli~~g
Co t,hc i ~ ~ c o i l l i ~lloocl
l g 01i1lr-a6ioi1.
Two brief refcrcnccs arc all l,llal, lllcsl,crn 1lit;torians
have cleigilccl bo devote to lillc fiubject, ancl the
inl'crencc is Illat tllc oncc iblllous 'Cjil,y of t,llc
Iaorse ' snrrclldcrccl willloul a s l , r -3
n ~ * ~ *lol c Lllc
acl~lnllccof a foc so long bhrc,ztc~~ccl
lllnl il, Ilad l o ~ l
the t,crror of novc11,y; IIclioclcs a i d f;nch families
ax had cnougll C r c c l ~instincl l,o rclhsc to clwoll
undcr tile rule of the illitel,atc barl~aria~lslwoobably
lo t,hcir fricllcls
rci,irccl bcl0l.c the c ~ ~ c n l y 'advalzcc
s
on i,he other side oi' the Parapaillisus. It was far
cliflcrcnt in Lhc casc of the oilcc wcakcr Partliia,
which was able, i ~ oonly
l
to repair llle l o s s e ~~iiffcrcd
froin thc Scythian atlaclr but fillally Lo retake lmrt,
of the olcl Esctrinil tcrrilory ; so illat tllc 1)oc~
IIoracc-tvil,h solne iilacc~~racjr,it i~ lruc, call
write-

in an oclc whicll musl; liavc l ~ c c nl~ul~lisll~ccl
about
thc year 25 B. C.

Thc 1:arbarian Iavabrioi~,tllc11, 11lay I.)(>
LO
have brancl~ccloff inlo Lwo clislinct C ~ I ~ L I I I TIIC
~C~B.
motive Sorce was providccl l ~ y1 1 ~ :nclv:riicc 01' 1,110

Yueh-Chi ; i~lldthis great moveincnt, which cllded
by the Pueh-Chi occupying the old lcingdoin of
Bactria, forced another great portion of the Samthe Sakas prdper, possibly the Sok or Sse of our
Chinese authorities, and the Saca-rauli of Strabo- to
r the bordera
seek ' pastures new' still f ~ ~ r t h ehorn
of their restlegs ancl powerful kinsmen. This no
doubt caused the Saka irruption into Iudia, tllough
horn and when the Saka princes found thcir ~ v a y
into the Punjab is never likely to 1 ~ e clcfinitely
settled. It is usually supposed that they descencled
into the I-i-pin or Cashnlere valley, and from theuce
oradually spread over the Gandllara clistrict, and
b
fillally settled in a series of pcLi;y pri~ci~alities
in
the Pulljab, such as the very flourishing stales of
Tasila and Mathura (or Muttra) on the Jumna,
fi.oin wliich they displacecl Native Rajahs. 0 tliers
even reached the Peninsula of Surasthra, across the
formidable S i ~ l ddeserts, and, together will1 the
Greek illvaclers already settlecl in the North-Western
corner of India, iuaug~~rulecl
a period wliich has left
behind it some very remarkable traces, both in
coinage and architectural remains. There was no
colltempoyary historian to chronicle the brief careers
and brilliant courts of the Rajahs of Taxila or
Sagala ; it remains for us lo read the riclclle as far
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as may be, from i,hc evidence ~vhichthe ravages of
time have spared for the ingeuuit,~of the modern
invcs tigator.
IVe I~avc seen that Euthydemus hoped to
manage his huge realm upon a, kind of fe11da1 ~ 1 . ~ ~ 1 1 ,
wllich had obtained from imincmorid. time in I;he
East, Probably one of the earliest of thc princes
reigned south of the Parapamisus was onc Enkliydemns, whom il;is convenient to call Enl;hydcil~usI1 ;
Be appears lo have bcan a son of Dcmctrius, a 1 ~ 1
according to the old Greek custom, after his
grandfather. His rcign, to judge by tlie psncit;y of
coins, was short ; il; is probable l;liaL lie was rcigning in I;he I<aLul vaIIey, while two olhcr princcs,
Pan!;aleon and Agathocles, were holdi~lgsinall Srontier lciiugcloms on tihe west bank of the Inclus. I is
curious to noticc, that, wll.ile the coins of E11t11ydcmus I1 indicate that he rulcd over a people who
had a good deal of Greelc blood in their veins, tllose
of his two conl;c~nporariesaro extjremely u~lgrcclc
ill their c11aracl;er. The 1al;l;er are reinarkable for
l~eingof niclcel, and for bearing inscril~tionsin the
Braliilli instead of tihe I<arosthi script; theilveueral simiIaril;y in t.l.ieso respects, and also tho
a
h c t tihat; bolh pnl; the bust of Dionysns on i,llcir
coins, inake it sccm lligl11.y l~rolable lhat the two
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princes were closely related in some way ; Palltaleon
allpears from his portraits to have been the older,
and probably Agal;hocles succeeclecl him. Pantaleon
and Etzthydemu~ were probably con temporaries,
and date from some time fairly eel.1~in the reign of
Deinetrius ; soon alter that king had beguu to
attempt sollze clefiui ke sel;l;l.emenl; of' his newly acq~~irecl
clomaius ia the South. We shall probably
not go far wrong in clating their accession at circa
190 13. C., and that of' Agakhocles at about five
years later.
With Agalhocles we get n~uil~is~natic
evidcnce
of a rather gtartling cjtzaliky, iu the shape of' a
magnificent series of nledals which that nlonarcll
slruclc, appareatly on his accession. Nothing is
more remarkable thau the inanner i n which thc
Greek spirit flashes ont in. all sorts. of unexpected
way8 in scnlptnres and coins of these scanty remllants of the great invasion, a conplc of centuries
after it Izacl. flo~veclover the ICaLul and receded
again. 11 petty Incliau Rajah, with little, probably, of
Ihe G.reelr blood he boasted in his veins, and perhaps
but 1il;tle acquain1;ance with t l z tongue of which 11e
is so p r o d , call strike medals cvliich have a. Hellenic
grace ~ v l l i c l\vould
~
not shainc the best traditions of
Grcek art,.and ~\rliicl-~,
wil,h a, curions priclc of racc,..

nsfiprt

t]lc ~Ll'ikcr7fi
kiusJlill with the hcroic folounclcrs

ol' the Bactrian liingdom, aud he Selencid ~nonarch
who was I ~ r ~ u to
c l be thpir fiiencl and ally. The
first of the series ' is that bearing the portrait of
greah Alexander Son of Philip " himself ; then
colnes Dioclotus, thc founder of the Bactrian Empire,
~vi(,li tlic tillc ZQTHI' ~vllich ;tl)l)cars 011 thal
monnrclis own coins ; Euthyc1emlous I 9 1 r i t h the
title 'l'hcus, ancestor, uo cloublt, of the monarch ;
nnil lastly A~ltiocllus Yica~iir The l a t e r it
apl~ews,nust bc none other than Antiocllus 111,
~vl.~osc
clauglltcr marriccl I)emtriious. Agatliocles: is
proud of hi8 clescent fiom the Royal Line of Bactria ;
\\roulcl he not ~latnrallybe far 13roncler of his connection with the Seleucicls, the family wliich, in
spite of two centuries of bl~ulcleriug ancl misrule,
still c~ljoyecl a semi-divine rcverellce from their
snl)jccts, clescenclc;cl., as they claimed to bc, from
Apollo himscli'? Ga~.cl~ler
ancl other au~horities
hold that the vcry title Nicatbr is against the
identification of Antiochu~with Antiochus 111,who
assu~nesinvariably on his estailt coins the titlc of
1 Pigu~nerl in Gnrd : Catalogue I V . 1,3.
Thcy tlsaco this
dcaccnt bnclc to Philip of &Inccclon,cloubtlcss to impress tho subject,
wit11 tlloir nionarcll's importnncc.
" Noticc tlic royal Bllet,~,and title Basiluue.
3 Ca~.c!~lcl.
Cat : T~~troduction,
pp. XXXVIII-IS. Babelonc Rois
dc Syric. SLII.

130wever Garclaer himself;
quoting " from a passage of Malala ",' admits. that
the title appears to have been actually used by
Arltiochus 111, and certainly he mrould appear inos(;
a~propriatelyon Bactrian coins. Tliese coins bear
on tlie reverse the striding Zeus, alreacly familiar
to U B as Ihe crest of thc Diocloti. Two curious coins
throw solne side-lights upon the policy aud tendencies of the sillaller Bactrian priucipdities ; on a,
coil1 of P~ntcaleon a1;)11earu a spirited representation
of a, Nani;cl~girl, wearing trousers,. and depicted ~ t s
dulcing, with a flower in her hair. Whether this
was an attempt to conciliate his Indian subjects, or
to commeinora~ea court-favourite, ih is i~npossible
for us to tell. ; the vivid clelil~entioll of a typically
Eastern subject ~vitllsomethiiig of the grace of the
G-reel: is another landmark in the history of the
I-lellenic race in oue phase of their absorption into
the country they had invaded. hlore rcmarkablc
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in many respects i~ the purely Budclhist coin (IV.
10 Gardner) where the Stupa or Uagaba, nud the
Bucklhis t Rail are delineatecl.
Thcre is uo doubt that Buddhism took a strong
hold on the invaders of India from hhe North-West ;
J o h n of 3I:tInlia, tho Uyznntillo, I., p. 2131.
\\'hy ~lrouldAntioohufi I1 ;rpponr on Bactrian coius ?

1

illdeed tlie Punjab and the Gandhara clistricl aypcar
to have becolne ihe centre of Buddhism in its dcclini n g days ; of the two inose remaltkable of the kings
of that part of India, the Greek Menander ancl tho
Scythian Iiadphises I, were Bnclcl hisi,s, the lauer
ranking ncxt to Asolta himself in thc hislory of Iho
crcccl of Gantama. The reason is nol far to seck ;
the inrraclers, cluickly ~ ~ L t l i nill
g tllc land of tlleir
adoptioi~,had none of the prejudices, t l ~ zc o n s c i o ~ ~ s
de~;irefor isolation, which creatcs so infinitc a g u l l
betweell rn1el.s and ruled in the East; of to-day ;
they were reacly to aclopt Lhc uus~omsand gods of
tllc country, to \vorshiy, as thc prccept of Socrates
eil.joycd, " al'ler the fashion of the stale h e y dmclt
iu."
I3ut or~hocloxBrahmanism had no placc Sol. t h c
E;;trbai*ian", Lllc foreign castelcss chiei'lain, wllo
might euter their cities, but never h e i r ranks ;
Euddhism, on the othcr hand, Lac1 none of the exclusiveness of the Brahmin creed ; it boasted, on
thc conlrary, of its clisregard oS caste, and hencc,
while ousted from India proper, slowly but ~ n r e l y ,
by Brahman iuflnence, it retained it^ kolcl o u
Scythian and Greek invaders, and sprcncl i o far
countries like Ceylon ancl Japan, and cvcn to 1110
faslncsscs of Thibci.
('

,

Contemporary, or nearly contemporary, wit-h
these princes appears to have been A~itiliiachus
Nicephorus,-Autilnachus I1 as he is usually callecl,
to distinguish lliin from the myekerious prince of
that Ilanle who appears to have been a rival. of
Eulhyclemus when the latter overthrew Diodoix~s,
and to have claimed in so~neway to be he rightful
successor to the throne of the murdered Icing. It
would, Lllen, seein that Euthydemus distributed his
Ea~terndomaills alllong 111einber~ or his family,
probably reserving the capital, Sagsla, for hiinaef
and his direct descendants, such as Deinetrius, who
hacl actually uadertsken the collquest of the East.
Among the lniuor princes of the faillily of Euthyclcmus appears to have becn one Strato, husband of
Agatlloclea, w110~ecoin6 with their figure of the
sedent I-Tercules, seem to connect thcmselves mitlr
those of Eulhydemus. ' S~rako appears to have
been succeeded by a son of the same name ; olio
coin of this king shows a strange departure hoin
Greek tradition : Apollo is figured with his hair
knotted i n a curious queue, solnewhat lilce 1;hat
affected by the modern Sinhale~e.~Strato appears
to have been a contelnporary of' I-Ieliocles.
1 Compare Gardner's representation XI. 6 with
domus type. 1. 11.
a
Cnrdl~crXI.: 2.

the Eutl~y-

Coins of I-Tcliocles, of the Persian ~ t n n s l s d ,
square and with bi-lingual iilscriptions, are foond in
the Kabul valley, and were
issued- after

his expulsion from Ractria by the Scythiaus.

!

I

I

Alnollg t,his couf~~sed
Inass of pdlty princes,
whose coins aye the only evidence for their existence,
it is possible to trace out herc and fhere two clistincC
lines of snccessiou-the femclatoisies who clailllecl
descent from Euthydeinus and those who basecl
their royal sights up011 their loyalty to, or Itiusmanship with, the nsurper Encrsticles. To tlie former
group belong Pantalcon, Agathocles, Antill~achus11,
and Shsato, and his clescenclant of the same name ;
to the latter, Anlialcidas, Lysias and Diornedes.
Their coins, escept one, beariag the figure of a n
elephant, fig~~red
by Garducr (Cot. VII. 9.) are all
bi-lingual, and show tulmistakable signs of cleteriorfttion f1.0111 the artistic point of view; they seem Lo b e
the work of artists to whoin Greek- tradition i s little
more than n ineaningless form, aud are mostly bad.
copies of the Dioscnri type of Encratides.
The frequent recurreuce of the Dioscuri on
these coins lead to the opilliou thal, tlie prince8 who
struck them wished to intiillate tlzcir associatiom
with the lioiis~of Eucraf,ides. Lysias, too, appears
wearing the " I<ausiaV or lligl~landbonuet which

,

nrss, as we have already menlioned, affected by
Encrat,ic-1es.l Perhaps I'lato, whose coin dates ikself
at 165 13. C., was the f i r ~ of
t this lille. To proceed
further, honrever, with the list of minor rulere
of whose achievements eveu heir coins can teach us
liltle, is useless to all practical purposes ; it is now
r~ecessa~y
to turn Lo the history of tllose Salta chieftains who were settled side by side wikh the Greelts
in the Punjab and the snrrounding districts. I11
all probability Lhey had entered India, from the
North, as already related, passing through the
count,ry of the Byltai (little Thibet), into IG-pin or
Cashmere, and thence clown the Indus. The Sakas
who enterecl India are no doubt those Sai-Wang
(princes of the Sai), whose defeat is mentioned in
the 9th chapter of the Han annals. Even before
this one body of the Sse had settled in the valley
of the Cophenes, which they Sound an easy conquest
owing to tlie raid of Mithridates I. (c. 160 13. C.)
Two important towns sprang into iinportauce as
centres of Saka rule : the ,first (and doubtless the
oldest, situated as ik was inrthe country illto which
the Salias first entered), was the town of Tasila
on the Caslimere border-land ; the second, far in1
a

G n r d r ~ o rXI., 7.
Bnhler. Xp : Ind : I 3G.
Also Inscription " P " fro111 Lion Capitnl.

land, was the great city of Mathnra or Muttra on
the Ganges, between which and the other Salca
Greek and
States lay various hostile
Indian. The earliest of the Satraps of >Iathura, of
nrllose date we have any clue, appears to have been
a certain Rajavula, whose later coins appeal. to
imitate those of Strato 11. This would enable u s to
fix his date roughly at about tlie yeas 120 E. C.
Now Rajavula succeeded two Satraps, Hagalla ancl
Hagamasha, whose predecessors appear to have
been Native Indians, to judge By bhcis names ;
hence we fccl justified in placing the occupation of
Mathura at about a generation beforc the accession
of Rajavula. Mathura was very probably occupied
st a Inter date than Tasila, although coins give us
no support in their view, the first known Batrap of
Tasila bcing ihe Liaka I(usu1uka of the " Tczxila
grant "-the inscription ellgraved on a metal plate,
~vllichhas been found in the neighbourhood of t h e
modern city. The Sakas are also ~nentioned(~znless
the reference is to " SaBya ", i c., Sakya-muui, a
kitle of the Buddha), in an inscription at; Mathum,
coinrno~llydated at about 100 B. C. or earlier.
The rnost remarlcable, and from many aspects
inexplical~le,fact, is that these " Satraps ", as their
very title implies, are snborclinate iu some way to

Part'll'ia. The only explanation h a t call be offered
is, that the Salcas mere in occupatioll of tho Taxila
country somewhat earlier than the time when mo
first find traces of their settlement ihere, and that
Rlithridates in his Indian expedition actually
annexed the old kingclo~ll of Porus, as Von Gutschmidt infers? c L The kingdom of Poms " illcluded
the ~lationsbetween the Indus and the I-Iydaspes, and
~.vouldalso include the princes of Taxila, who would
henceforth be content with the title of " Satrap
~ ~ h i it~ l isl improbable Ihey wonld otherwise
asstune, it being tb e custom with their neiglibours
to assume a stylo, the grandeur of which appears to
be iu inverse proportion to the size of the pettiy
reallns they governed. Mithridales appears to have
exacted an allegiance which was more or less
uornillal ; however, as thero are no Lraces of a permanent Parthian occupation south of the I-IinduKush, and Justin (41, 6, 8) expressly names this
range of mountains as the limit of his kingdon1 to
the East.

",

Probably this invasion of India toolr place soon
after the death of Eucratides, and, with the death
of the great Parthian monarch l~imself,no doubt the'
hold of Parthia on the Saka princedoms becanlo
1

Prom Orosius V. 4 and Diod. Sic. p. 597.

inore and more a nominal ~nat.ter, till about the
ycar 120 13. C., or perhaps some hwenty years later,
a very relaarkable personage, wlloiri we may conv e ~ ~ i e n t lcall
y by the name of DIoga, establishccl
himself as an independed monarch at Mathura, ancl
assnmecl the overlordship of the Saka ltingcloins of'
t h e Punjab and the lcabnl valley. He ttssumcs t h e
very title which their former overlord Illithriclntes
had va~untecl,that of " Great Icing of Icings ", ancl
appears to have beca looked npou as Il-le fofounclel* of'
a new Era.'
The copper-plate inscription from
'Irasila, shows that the rulers of that principality
willingly acknowleclged the overlordshil~of Noga.
" Patika, son of the Chatrapa Liaka I~usuluBa", i t
reads, " re-enshrined a relic of Rucldha, the Stnpa of
which was in ruins .........in the 78th year of tlie
fifth day of the month Paneinus, of the hfaliarajah
Moga the great (Maharajasa Maliantafia Mogasa). "
No coins, however, of' this ," great " king have been
found, bearing the name Moga ; this 1,vould be iu
itself a very remarkable fact, but the dificnlty i s
fiolved by identifying Moga with tlie &lcz~~csor
Manas (we only know the name in ilia genibivc
form MAYOY ), of whoso coins wo have a con~ic1c~1;-

-.

See Pleot'n Articles J.R.AS. 1905, p. 16.5, nnd Oct 1907.
Also V. A. Srnitl1J.R.A.S ,1903, pp. 46-58 ;P.W. 'J'homn~J.R.A.S.13.
H . , 1901;. The data o f hlriues is fired Ily Dr. Bl~endnrlinra t 154 A. .I),
J,B, 131,. E,d.S.,20, p. 292 ff. For nfana-I<os compnru Arsn Iius.
1

:bblc: unmber. Thai; Lhe Salia vallle nlanaltes was
~ c l known,
l
and helcl by tho chiefs of the race at
one ~el.ioclat least,, we lrnow from Arrian, where me
fincl that a leaclcr of that nsllllo con~rnanclcclLIle Saks
contingeut of archers at Gaugamela. Recent researches have proved that-Ices
is a cornmoil
" Icosc-sufix ", nild i~ fieclueat in the form- gas.
Bcnce BIo-ga or Msua-kes is very probably the
Man-es of Llle coins ; and indeed it ~vould bc estrenlely difficult to account for many circumst,anccs
(l~a,rtic~~larly
the total absence of coins of " IS1og.a
the y ~ b c u",t amicl the many specimens of minor
princes which havc colne down to us) on any other
hypo thesis.
In the mcautime, the Grcek kingdolns wcre
crlgaged in numberless petty wars : very scldom
does the samo llallle appear twice, ancl never nlorc
than twice, in the coins of these petty nrlers, and
from the dates, as h r as wc can determine thenl, itappears that frecluent and often violcnt changes in
the succession, took place wiI,h great frequency ; no
Iess than twcnty-three nalnes occur in the space of
a century,-the century after the concl~~esta
of Encraticles, and an Indian anlhority speaks of the " ficrcelyfighting Ytivallas ", and mentions that " bherc was

cruelly clreorlful war among them ; they did not
An echo of some forgotten
stay in hIadhyadesa ".I
war, perhaps against a G.ree1~neighbour, perhapa
against the SaBa princes of Taxila, is commemoraled
ill a brilliant scrics of coins of Antimachus (Gardner
V., 1-3) i~1which Po~;eidonis figured with the
13nlm of victory. Anbimachus had won some naval
victory, possibly fought on the broad Indus, with s
rival flotilla, striving to effect a landing with troops
in h i s domains. One great king, however, arose,
rvllose power was sufficient; l o enable hirn to knit
togetllcr thc warring utatcs iuto somethiiig like a
consistent whole ; his brilliance, piety and valour
are ~*ccordeclin brief scraps of information which.
testify in tlleillselves to his power, for he is the only
Creek king of t1i.e period who has left a mark upon
coi~telllposary1iterature at all. This mas Menander,
to wl~ornwe sllnll devote tile sncceeding chapter.
i\Ienandei8appears to h a ~ uot
~ e only consolidated the
Greeks inl;o something like a cohcreni; mass, but; t;o
have pushed t h ~Scythians of Taxila and Mathura
back to the bounds of their original domains, while
the mysterious Scythian settlements of Surasthrs
and the lower Iudus-an independent branch of the
nation, an overflow, perhaps, OF the settlers in
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Sacast;ene, quito separate from the tribes who
entered from the north-were apparently subdued
altogether.
The stupendous achievelnents of Menander,
however, were only s trnl~sitoryflash of brightness
in t;te slowly settling gloom, whicli w a ~gradually
overtalring the Indo-Greek peoples.

FROM
Tnl;: ACCESSION OF MENANDER
1'0 THE FINAL
EXTINCTION OF GREEIZ
RULEI N TEIE EA~T.

T

I-IERE is something of' the glarnour of romance
in the din1 and half-recorded history of the
greatest of the Greek rulers in Northern

India. Years after the iron heel of Rome Bad
crushed ont of existence the last flickering fires
of Greelr indepellclence in far-off I-Iellas ; afi-er
Alesander's cztteinpt to revive the memories of
Mai-i~thonand Salalnis in a great Greek worldenipice had been relegatecl to the limbo of forgotten and unf~rIfillec1aspirations ; in an alien lancl,
uucler a tropic sky, we still find an individual,
endowed with sorne of the old spirit of his
ancestors, ancl actually building up a great empire
of tho most heterogeneous elements. Menander
went nearer, perhaps, thag ally of his predecessors,
to the accomplishinent of Alexander's ideal of
welding Easl; and 1TTe~;ttogel;llcr, for he alone is
enshrinecl alnoilg the heroes of history in the literat u r e of both. Strabo speaks of the greatness of liis
achievements, ancl Plaiarch poiuts a moral from 11is
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piety and posthamous renown ; while (tliongh, he
i~ forgotten in the land that lle once ruled) he livew
still in the literature of tho distant countries, whero
Buddhism still exerts an influence; in Ccylon,
Sialn and 12urma the answers which the sago
Nagasella gave to the " Questions of Icing Melinda "
are still regarded as autlloritative pronouncements
on obscure points of'docLrinc and 1net;al~hy~ics
ill tlio
teaching of the Buddha. Such is the strango irony
of history ; for an account of the last of the anciellti
Greeks who exerted ;tuy considellable independent,
power, we depend upon legends eushriued in the
sacred books of an alien creed and tongue, not cvcn
preserved in tlie country whe1.e he reigned. Silrely
no stronger testinlony to the power of Groelc
thought and influence could be found in the pages
of history than thk-a
greek inonarch is found
figuring a@an important personage in tho history
of Buddhism ; perhaps it is only paralleled by the
almost more startling f x t that; the Buddha himself
was once canonized by the Catholic Church, and
may still be wen, under the title of ' San Giusafato '
i n a niche of the cathedr~~l
of Palernlo.'
The dates of the reign of Rfenander are a
matter of great uncertainty. It seems almost im1 Buddlrn and Banrlam a d Joscaphat.-Mrrx RIullar. LLChips
f run1
n German Workal~op." (1875, Vol. IV., pp. 177-leg.)

possible to conccivc tllal; h i s roigl-1 coincided with
that of the po-\\rcrli~ISaka line .of monarclls, from
Mauea to Gt.anclopllares, f o r Mauea cvidently holcl
congiderable power; ancl, as JTC l~tlvc seen in,
the ,preceding chapter, not only annexed .t,o
the kil~gdoni of Tsxila and, the; . old kingclop
01,!Forus (the strip of lancl ,betyeen tho, upgcq
reaches of the Jhelam and the @henab), but also
co~troJlecltbc Saka kingdom of Mathura. To judge
by his c o i u ~ Aaes
,
I mas a monarch of coilfiiderablo
power.and ability too, though how he succeeded iu,
evolving s powerfill and prospermmBt~tteoat of the
wilcl and rocl~ytracts of land which constituted the.
main portion of his realm, i s . one of the. ~ilauysnsolved problems of tho h i ~ t o r yof the tiine.1
Von Gutschmirl 1 ~ 1 t his
s date at 125-00 B.C.,
and says that &Imrroder forccd the Saka Empire
back within its original bouncls. T h i ~ho infers
-

catalogues scveqty-Pour of Mcnnnder. -4s
compa~erlto othcr G1.eek kings. this is tho highest ; ~ u c m t i d e ~ c o m i n g
a o s t with aisty-tmo. Bnt this is smnll cnmpnrecl to tho numbor of
cyi,ns,d Bees in Lhc Uritish 3*iuscum. Of theni, Qardner cntaloguca
over two huqclred ; but me carlnot dram any i ~ f d l i h l cconcl~~sions
from tilip, V. A , Smith cahlogueu niqety-five coins of i\cron:lncler i s
t l ~ oCdcutta ~ 0 l l e ~ t i 0 l bOvcr twcqty diffcrcql types hxve bccn distii~guisllocl; tllc lignuc of Psllas appczring, iq ditrereqt fwm, 011 thc
most qmrlcrous typos.
Rhys David8 xxys (p. XBJ) that the b11lk of the coiqs are "clenrly
Pagnn, nnd 11ot Buddhist." This is not co1.1.cct ; the coins newly all
nppoar to llavc been struck i n corr~~ncmwxtion
of inilitary nchievemeqts. and all or nc:~rlyall, might hncc been isslrecl by nqy king,
U ~ l t l ~ l l ~ori s tP:rg;m, with n strong tin,cture af G ~ c c l rc n l t ~ ~ r tyllo
c,
qisI\cil to O I I I ~ ~ ~ I t: lI ~S cIi~nport:rncc
~C
of 11iscopclncsl;s,
1

Coins.- Gardecr

from' the ' lack of unity ' in the later Salia coiils ;
this date hoivever clti,shes w i h the most generally
acceptecl era, assigned t o Maues, who is held by
the majority of scholars to have established an
itlclepehdebt l~ihgdomin I<i-pih soon nfter the cleath
of Mitl1riclat;es I, in hhc troubled tiilles \vllicl~followed, uhtil finally h9ithridates 11 repaired the
damage done cluring tlie rcignsr of his two ],re&
decessors and began to regsin the losl gronlld once
morc.
I t seeins probable that tho clatc of the
accessioil of Manes was abont ~ h cyekr 120 I3.C.;
aild if Ibe usual inberl~rclation of thc my~Ccriouu
" year 78 of thc grcsl-kihg, Mega ljhc G1.cat," i~
correct, he was slill rcigning iil 99 B.C. over au
exlonsive tract of contltry,

If, then, we follow Vou Gutschri~icl,wc c ~ ably
h
collclude that Meaahder reigned considerably nfter
this ; but the most reasollable conclusioll is, that
his reign was over before Maues consolidated the
Salm kihgdoins j it; seems most probable on the
ivllole tihat he ruled somewllertt betweell the years
165-130 E.C., a i d it was ollly nfter 11% death that
Dllanes ahd his successors held the paramount posi~
tion in N.;TV. Ibdia. Tlieir final ovorlhrow was ho
donbt; dne t;o the adva~lceof the ICushans, sad had
notllii-lg i;o do wit;h ally Greek est;cusiom of powc!',

We ]lave eviclc~lce Ilia6 leads strongly to the hypothesis that tho invasion aud partial concluest of the
old Jlauryn kingdom took place abonl the year
155 B.C., Menander was the only Greek who was
ever in a posilion to have made such an invasion,
as both his coins and the Lestirnony of I-Iindu
writers lead u s to assume.

A passage in he " Questions of JNclinda "
(111. 7, 5) gives us the traditional account of tho
bilthplace of Icing AI\lelinds...31en,zuclor, which
shonlcl enable ns to locale it, and also to iclentily
the great cil,y of Sdgaln. Unfortuuatcly , however,
the figurcs do not yield satisfactory results. " I n
\\?hat di~trict,0 ICiug, were you lol-112 " asks
Napaeua.
" There is an island callccl Alasancla,
" And 110147 far is
it was there I was born."
Alasands from here (Sllgala) 3 " " About two
ll~ulcireclyojauas ..." " In what town, 0 Icing,
wcro you born ? " " Tllerc is a village called
I<nlasiln replies llle Icing, " i t was thcrc I was
Lorn..
" And how Sar is I<ashrnir from hcrc 3 "
" 11b0111 L I V C ~ V O y o ~ ; l l l ~ ~ . "
SO, ~ c c o r d i u g to Ihc
rtulho~.or llic Qacs~ious,AIcnt~uclcrwuf; boru t b L 1110
villagc of' lcnlasi, on thc islaud of Aleea~~cln,two
1111lld1.ed yqjmnas fro111 S:tpla, wllilc Shgala, 1110
13oyal cupilal, ig twclvc y o j ~ ~ n n from
s
ICasllillir.

."
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I t was formerly proposed to identify Ics~lasiwith
tho supposed Icarisi of the coins of Encratides ; but
it has now been shown that this reading is wrong
and Icarisi cloes not exist. The most probable
solution appears to be that '<11~oisland of Alnsanilu "
is none other than the town of Alexander on Indue,
tho building of which is recorclecl by Arrian
(Anab. VI. 14, 15), at the jnnction of that river
will1 the Acesiaes. The town inay have been built
on somc, isl.and a t the confluence of thc two great
streams (close to the modern town of Utch), and
the name may, in a corrupt form, pass fiom the
city to the islancl on which it stoocl.
But a serious difficulty arises here. The birthplace of Menalder was two hundred yojauas from
Sdgala. Whatever may be the length of the yojans
[Rhys Davicls snys eeven iniles ; Dr. Fleet would
give the Magadha or Buddhist yojann, the length of
4TT ~ililes only (J.R.A.S. 1906, p. 1012)], it is
impossible to reconcile this measurement with any
of the suggested iclentificationm of the ancient
Sdgalu-Siallrot, C h ~ ~ a i oort Slrahkot. Taking tho
length of the yojana at; its most moderate computation, 4: miles or rather less, we get a distance
of 900 miles. No towu nino h u ~ ~ d r e~nilefi
d
from
Utch i~ in the least liltely bo bc icle~~lificcln-it1h

SAgala. The towns mentioned above are loas than
half the difitanco away. It is of course cjuite
possible that the Pali word Du@a llleaus " Peningula" and not "island," and that the town of
Icalasi on the piece of land, island or peninsula,
called Alssands, may have to be sought at the
mouth of the Indus or on Lhe adjoining coagt. I n
any case Alsbsanda seems to be a corruption oT
Alexandria, perhaps some town founded during
Alexander's retreat.
We must abandon this puzzling problem,
and continue to esainine the remaining facts wilb
regard to Mensndcr's career. Very striking evidence is afforded by the vast nuilzber and wide di~ltribution of the coins of fileuander, of the extent and
prosperity of his empire, and the lcnglh of his
reign from Gujarat to Mathnra, in !,he ICabuT
Valley and as far north as Ca~hinir,they have been
unearthed in great quantities ; the Calcutta collection contains ninety-five specimens alone, and
seventy-four are catalogued among the coins in the
British Museum. The king appears to have bccu
B relation of Denzetrius if we limy jndgc from a,
certain similarity between the coins of the 1,mokings.
The goddess Pallas appears to hwvc beell tho
Fdvourite deity of the monarch as ~ I I C appear^
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on eighty-fout out of the ninety-five coins of
Menabder catalogued by Smitlz. Bowcver, tho
Hercules which appears in a British Muscum
r~pecimen (Gmd : XIII. 6) is similar to the' Hercules ' type of Demetrius, while the elephant
on the square bronze coin of Mcnander (XII. 6
Gard.) reminds us of the elephaut with a bell
attached to its ncclc, which appcarfi oh a round
bronze coin of Demetrius (111. 2). blcnancler ap-pears lo have chosen Pallas as the favoorite cinblcin
S ~ warrior-goddess was
for his coinage, ~ C C ~ L Ithe
most appropriate lo a great general and conqueror.
She a ~ p e a r s in various attiltucles : sometimes she
is hurling the bolt a t the king's ene~nies(Gard,
XI. 8-12) ; sometiines she appears in her casque,
while on the reverse, victory holcls out nrreath to
the conqueror of Iudia (Gard. XI 13 and XI1 1.)
The king himself is generally represeuted wearing
his lrelmet, spear in l~and. Bis fealures are cbarsc,
and appear uot lo be those of u nlnn of pure Hclleuic
descent.
Other interesting coins throw a little light; uporil
the vexed qnes tion of Menander's Budclhist tendencies ; on orre (Gard. XII. 7) appea1.s tlie " wheet
of the Law, " the Dhanna-cha.kra, " a favourite
emblein (see Cunningham, Coins of Ancient Ihdi=,
p. 101,c.).

Others contain interesting inscriptions tvhioh
may testify to tlle king's Buddhisi leanings ; these
coins, tvhich are of the square Indian pattern, and
are of bronze, have a Pali inscriptiou on the
obverse, and its G-reek equivalent on the obverse ;
the q~~estion,
however, naturally arises, tvhether tho
Pali is a vernacular translation of the official Greek
inscription or vice vc~sa.
In one instance, this certainly appears to be
the case. Tlle Pali inscription
Maharajasa Tradatasa Ifennndl-as:%
" (coin of) the Naharajah Menancircz, the ~aviour,
"
appcars to be nothing Inore than a literal tra~lslrztionof
the Greek nott to BAZlAEQZ XQI'I-IPOC i\LENANAPOY.
The epithet " t1.nclatasa, " perhal~sa sllortcnecl form
of branadatnsu, is evidently the Pali eclni~alcntfor
thc Sanskrit t~a~m7cat~i,
a '' saviour. "
13nt is the.inscription to bc f011uc1 on tllc coin
describcci by \Vilson (Ariana Antiqua, p. 287, No. 16)
and Garducr (17. 50, No. 74) to bc rcclconed in tlio
same catcgory ? Here ~ v o]]avo a Creelr illscription-BAXlAEitX AlTCAIOY I7II<NANAI'OY.
The Pali inscrip1,ion on the obverse reads
&Iahar4jasa Dhrn~nalca~a
i?lcila~lciralc;a
thc question ~ ~ a t ~ r c zarises,
lly
is tdic ~vcwcl " cl11rnln:~kasa " (or " clliarn~altatia")a mcro Irailrjlntion of the
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aorresponding Greek word, or is it to be taken in
its natural sense, to mean "one who follows the
' Way,' " i.e., the Law of the Buddha ?
I t seeins to be an extretnely elaborate and
clumsy rendering of the simple Greek epithet, and
it would be far more obvious to consider tlie Greek
word to be a translation of the Pnli, and not, as
Rllys Davids supposes, the reverse. The Greek
i a n p a g e does not contain au exaot equivalent for
the Buddhist conception of dhartnn, and it ~vonldbo
the obvious course for them to adopt the readymade equivalent AIICAIO2, first used by I-Ielioclo~.
It may be, of conrse, that the word " J n s t " had
acquired a distinctly Buddhist connotation in the
process of contact with a new religion, just as words
acquired a new significance when Greelr becarnc the
vehicle for the espression of an entirely fresh set of
conceptions under the influence of Christianity.

We have seen, however, tllat; Buddhism had an
extremely strong hold npou nortk-western India,
intensified, perhaps, by tlie rr~ahminical reaction
which overtool< the lri~lgclomof hIagadha, ~vllenin
184 H. C., Pushgamilra S~ulgausurped the throne of
'tho Illauryas, alld begtin to show signs of hostility
to the libc~iilaud ullorthodos tcuets of llis p~edeces-

sors, piutably very largely from motives of l~bjicy,
Nor was iflenander the first of the Bactrians to shoW
signs of leaning towards Buddhism. The c o i k of
Agathocles contain one remarkable specimeu,
(Gard. IV.,
which has on the obverse the figure
of ,a Bucldhist dagaba or stupa, eud the " Bi~ddhist
rail."

Now Agathoclee tmes the title of the ' I Just"
on his coins ; this lnay be a mere coiacidehce, as
tllc same epithet is also applied to t~leinselvesby
Iieliocles, Archelsius, Strato ancl Zoiltls, ilud in the
t these, a1 least, it is claimed thali
case of l,lie i i r ~.of
it was elnploycd by that king as the avenger of his
father's murdeih; the balallce of probability, however,
is in favour of the theory that, if not acttlally converts themselves, lihey \verc at least ~trohglyill'
fiuenced by Buddhisin, abd used the epithet wiih a
distinotly Bttddhist significance, to ineet the views
of thoir subjects, Finally, thc ~ ~ o 'rdhar1na
d
' inay
be deoiphered on a legend of zl, coiu of the last of
the Bactrian Greeks, Sy-Elerrneeus. NOW this coil1 .
tvas issued by I<aclphises I in all probability, and it
is extremely lilrely that he was a Bt~ddhisl;; for his
successor, I<anishIra, was one of the great figures of
Northern Bucldhism. . We inay take it;, tllefi,'
of' thc \vorcl.
broadly fipeaking, that the presc~~ce

cll~nrnma,' on certain coins of Menaucler, i ~not
; in
itsolf convincing evidencc [,hat Menauclcr enlbraced
R~~clclllism.I t does, however, point to the preacnco
of Bsddhisls among tile ~~eoplesover whom
Mcsancler rulcd ; and ih has bcen already pointed
out, that Rudclhislll was calculated to recolninend
i t ~ e l fpre-eminently to the ca~telessforeign invader
auxions to adopt Lhc rcligion of Ihe counlry in
which be had settlcd, but repelled by Brahillin
ezcl nsiveness.
Probably, too, this tcildeilcy was strcugth6rlccl
by the Nandas, Lhe 1:ivals
by the revival of Hil~d~lisil~
and .natural foce of Greek and I<ushan alilre ;' it is
trnc, inclecd, that by the sccoild century A. D.
orthodox I-Iiuclnisin hqcl rc-asserlecl its influence,
but prior to the accession of I<aclphises 11; it . is1
bighljr probablc that Lhc influence of Buddhism
j11 thc Norlh-Wesl lisls bee11 a good (leal underestinlatecl.

I11 ttie case of Ilenandcr, we havc, besides the
rathey inconcl~~sive
cvidcncc of' his coins, Ihc tradition emboclied in the '' Questions, " 01his conversion. Scholars still disputc the valne of this tradition ; but il is hnrclly lilcely that the writer, who
cvi~l~nt,ly
livcd ill Northcrn India and was accluaiutccl
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with the coualtry which llenander once ruled, would
have made a slatelllent about a n~onarch of R U C
renown, unless it were suggested by previous
rumours to the sanle effect, bouud u p with popular
legends about the great rajah of the Yonalcns,
whose rule irr Srlgala was not lilcely to bc easily forgotten ?

~

But perhaps tlls sirongest inSerencc as to
Menander's Buddhist leanings, nlay be dl*awnfrom
a passage in Plutarch, which confirms a slaternent
in tllc Siamesc version of' thc " Questions" iu a
snfficiently extraordinary manner. By what strange
coincidence, Plutarch should have conle in contact
with a tradition which appears to have been othcrtvisr, only extant among the Siamese Buddhists, it is
futile to enquire, but sueh testimony from two independent sources, so widely separated, is necessarily of' high value. One version of thc Question
(in a passage which has been sometiines confiidered
t o be a later addition), states that Meuander w a s
not only converted to Bnddhisin, bnt, like Asolca,
took orders as a Biltkhu, and finally attained to the
degree of Arahatship. This tradition (which, a s s
noto in the Sinhalese MS. inforrlls us, was derived
fro111 Siam), agrees with Plularch's account of the
funcral of Menander, in his tract ''Bei21z~blictre
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page 821, which is a s

A certain Menandor, rded with equity among
the Bactrians, and died in the iicld during
a campaign. The states, in other respects,
joined togetller in celebrating his obsequies, but over his relics a dispute arose
among them, which was, after some difficulty, settled upon the following terms.
Each was to take back an equal share of
his ashes, that memorials of tlis Man
might be set up among them all. "'
Mr. Rhys Davids has pointed oat the similarity of
this account of Menander's obsequies with tlmt
LL

The passage from Plutnrch is quoted in full in tho Num. Clllaon,
1869,p. 229.
The para1101 pnss:Lgo in the &Inha-P:~rinibbana-Snttn,Ch. TI,,
51-57. (S.B E, XI. pp. 131-133) runs ss f o l l o ~ s Then the Icing
senl a niesscnger, anying
I am wol-thy to
of Mnpdha
receive a portion of the relice of the Blessed One. Ovor tllc remains
of the Blcssed One will I put up a S:rcred Cairn, and in their honour
mill I celebrrttc n fcnst.
The Blesscd One bclonged to tllo
Soldier Cnstc and I too am of the Soldier Un~te." Tl~erewere seven
other clsiiunnts, who made application on tho same grounds, i. e., that
they too were Kshattriayns, like the Buddha. As in tlio cssc of Menander.:a dispute arose, which mas settled by ' Dour tlio Bl:r1ilnnn;
mlio pointed out thirl:I Unseemly is it that over the division
Of the remains of Him who was tlie best of bcings.
Strife should itrise, nnd wounds and war.
Ultimately, the relics mere divided into eight parts.
'Thus, the writer concludes (62 fin.) 'There mere cight Stupne
for tlie relics.'
I t ia curious to notice that among tho recipients more "tho citizens
of*Gandhnfi~."The sprcad of Baddhism to the North-\Vest began
enrlicr than is generally recognizcd. The Gnndhnrs dislrict i3 dill to
n groat oxtcnt uriesplorod ns far ae tlie arclimologist is conccl~ncd.
anLiquiLy,
Probably somc of tho Stupi~are of consiile~~il~lc
1

.........

.........

:A-"

........

given in Rlahalarinibban~ Suttana (S.B.E. XI. 133)
af the fi~nsrolof the Rucldha h i m ~ e l f ;nor does i t
Fceni pobable thnt such s dispute for tho relics of
the clead kiug would havo taken place unless he had,
a t tbe time of his death, been colnrnonly regarded
as having attained to the degree of Arnhatship ; and
the incntiou of " relics, " aud of " memorials, P
which wcre to eushrino his ashes, gives the whole
The
account a distinctly Buddhist character.
" ~nemorials" were doubtlegs tho dagabas or stnpws,
which abound i n Bndclhist countries, from the
l'eshawsr district to Anuradhapura in Ceylon,
It inny even be thnt some of the innumerable
s t u p s which dot tho Gandhara district originally
. ...
relics of tho greatest of tho Indo-Greeks,
coiltaiued
9

T h o refarence (63) to the claim of t h e " Snkyns of Kapilavattl~u"
(Urldclh:~'sown clan) is also worthy of notice. 111 this connection i t
nlny be uscful to notico, in connection with the sprcacl of Buddhism
nmodg the Snltns, thirt Buddha himself 110soften been considered by
scholnrs to have been e Snlca by origin himself. T h e tribo mat] t h a t
of the " Sukyas", thoir chief town, ' 1Zapil:r-vnttu ' o r ' Kapils vastu '
is probably A'agar. I f I ~ a N.
s M. P. ( Cunningham, Anc. Geog Ind.,p.
415,1871 edn ) and the Stupa scems to b e Scythian i n origin ; it may
have been copied fmm such models as the conical tents of the Tartars of ICirghiz : also see I-lcrodotus JV.71,72,127and his account of
Scythian tombs. This m:ty account, partly, for tho easy assimilation
of Bucldhism by the later Scythians (Azes. Konislzn etc.)o
UCR~
in an interesting arLicle (J.R.A.S., New Series, Vol. XIV, p. 39),
gho\vs tlint the Vngqi of Veanzo ",who xlso roceivcd relics, wcre probably
none other than thc ' Yore-clbi'. This is fllrtl~erprove11 by the inch thr~t
aolne people on the Snnchi sculptnres, who nrc rilmofit certninly the
Vsg$inus, are by thcir dress and nppezrfmces, Sovt6iatrr. If we can conclude that the Snkyns, the tribe Lo which Gaubma belonged, were Turnn i n n ~ ,and clos~:ly allied to thc Vnggi (i.e. Yoe-ohi and Rushnnn) we call
explnin many puzzling prohlcms hot11 with regal11 to Llic Ruddh:r himselr
anti %lsowith rcgnrd to the sprcnd of Jlnrldhism in the N.-\V. of India.

%iENANDfi'R TO END OF GIREETC RULE.

129

though those opencd by Masson carly in the nineteenth century, dated chiefly from the tirne of Azcs
and hia successors, to judge by the coius.
This tradition seems Yo bc the stro~igest widence of all for Menander-31ilinila's conversioi~to
Bilddh'ism. There is, perhaps, one inconsistency in
the story, h14lich has hitherto escaped unnoticed.
MTas it possible, accorcling to Endclhist tenets, for :I,
wa;rrior, w'ho actually died in the field, to have
attained to the supreme degree of spirilual insight
here attributed to him'? Shedding of blood 117as
alwayr; a violation of t l ~ elaw of the Salzya-m~ini,,
and Asolta's cstremc scrup~lousness.are a matter o.f
counlnon kno-\vledge, It is: in this doctriue that
Brelllninism and Buddhism are most shal.ply divicled.' Von Gutschmidt, though hc is not inclined lilrc
Rhys Davids, to reject the story ol' the conver.sion of Milinda altogether, as based on insufficient evidence, compares the azcoullt given by
'Plutarch with thc struggle for Alexander's bones
.among the " Diadochi." Political an4 piom nlotives
.,may have been mi~ngled.

We liave the testimony of Plutarch as to the
lnilduess of the rule of bIenancler ; what he says is
1 This is scarcely correct ; ahim8h is one of the f c ~ vdebts to
Rndchism which Biuduism acknoaledgea freely.
9

fi~rthcrconfirmed by the author of the " Questions,"
who preserves many traditions of the mighty
monarch-just, merciful and pious, cornbilling mill1
h i s warlike characleristics, a repntation for clemency,
ancl a truly Hellenic love of kno~\rledgeancl philosoyhic debate. H e appcars lo have kept up the
trailitions of his adopted religion will1 a piety which
w a s remeinberecl. " i-le was a faithful observer,"
we are told, " of all the various acts of devotion
enjoined by his own sacrcd hymns " ; ancl not less
r e l ~ ~ a ~ k aisb lthc
c dcscriplion of Sagala at the height
of its prosperity, mil11 its ramparts and towcrs, its
market places, where the wares of all Lhe world
were for sale, ils mansions rising-a glory of white
marble, high into the air, like the sno~v-capped
peaks of the Ilimalayas. The streets resounded,
(and how true to the character of the Greek is this !)
with cries of ~velcometo teachers of every creed,
and the city was the resort of the leaders of every
sect. I n the midst, moated and white-walled, rose
the royal citadel, and the yellow robes of the
Bikkhus, come to reason with the monarch, flitted
like lamps aillong the snowy colonnacles. " I n the
whole of' Jambudipa," the author goes on to say,
" there was none comparable to Milinda Raja]],
. he was endowed with riches and guarded

.

.

by military po\jrer in a s1,ate of tlie nt,mosl;
efficiency ."
Under t h e ~ ccirciunsf;ances,it is not snrprisiag
&hat a lnan of Menantler's ability ancl ambitions
ahonld soon begin to aspire to emulate the deeds of
the great king who had preceded him.

1

Strabo (XI, 1) goes as for as ta coi~sicler
him greater, in soilse respects, even than Alexaiicler
Iiilllself ; he quotes Apollodor~~s
of Artemita r ~ his
s
authority for asserliag that Me~xanderrecovered the
Indian conquests of Denletrius (which had, as we
have seen, been split up into a uuinber of petty
Satrapies, by Greek and Saka princes,) and unitecl
them inlo a single kii~gdom. Ilis rule, the same
authority tells.us, estendecl, as that of Demetrius haci
done, lo the kingdom of' the Seres and Phyrni,
(which must imply thai; Meuander, for a time, a t
a n y rate, held a suzerainty over the Saka setfleinerlts in IG-pin and the valley of Copheu) and
extended southwards, not only including Patkalene,
but the kifigdoms of Surishtra and the neighbouri n g stste of Sigerd'is. Perllaps it was with ref'erence to the empire of X!Ienander in the 11eigllt of its
power, and not to the earlier kingdom of Backria
proper, thak Apollodorus made khe oft-quoted remark
&ha&
" Bac tilia is the pride of all Ariana."

T h e permanent ltingclom of' Menancler no doubt
coilsisted of I'nnjab, the I(abu1 valley and theScinde
21-~clGuzarstt clistricts ; but his ll~ost remarkable
achieve~nent; was llis meteoric aclvance east\\rni.ds,
right up to t.lie gates of thc higtoric cspitnl of the
ikIanryns, \iyl~icl'lhe even appenrs fbr a tinle to have
Iield:
Strabo mcntions solnewhat doubtfully thal
iV1eniuiiler is said " Lo h a r e cros~edthe I-Iypanis i u
his easlnrarcl march, a~!cl to liave reachecl (the)
Isamus." The Ilypauis has bee11 val.iously idenfifiecl \villi the Satlej and Chc IIypnsis or E i a ~ ,while
" 1~~~111~1s
" has canscd much l1.ibnlalion among
critics ; ib has 11ee.n variously ;t-mencled to '' I~ilnus,"
(referring, it is coi;jectured, to Menancler's peaetltatiou inlo Clashmir) or to " Iolnaues " or Juinila,
which is also ineutioiled by the elcler Pli~ly(N. I3
VI., 21, 7 ). Olhers agein have preferred to read,
"Soanus," the Sontl, or to identify the "Isamus"
with the SainLus of Arrian (Indica, 4, 4.). The
importance of the coutrovcrsy is alnlost enLircly
an acadelllic one ; all the rivers nientioned in
these co1ljectul.e~ were probably crossed by
I1'Ienaucler in his raid on Patalipuira ; it seelns probable that Cnnningham's reading of " Sona '' for
I s a ~ t ~ "u s is righl. I
Solla floiirs illto the

Garngcs, at prcseiit a little to the west of tllc cily of
Pataliputra ; but n former conrfie has bceu traced,
~ r l l i c heulercd tlle illail1 slrea111clireclly oppositc llie
town. I11 thal case Apollodorus woulcl be justiiiecl
i n sayiug (,hat Menauder wenL " as Snr as Soanus ";
far east of l'atdiputra he probably did ilot
pcnetrale.

\

.
I

Perhaps the date of T'atanjali, the IIindu grammarian, can be now consiclerecl defiuilely seltlccl.
Tlle latcst lheory is that he wale about the year
150 13. C., ancl as he was a contemporary (as is
eviclent fro111 his nrritings) of Xlenancler, wc are
juslilicd in assunling that JIenancler's Ii~cliauiii~rasio~l
took place at the cla~enow generally xssignccl to il
bctwcen thc yealms155-153 B. C. Pushy mitra Buugn,
llad by ithis time establisllecl himself 6rinly on t l ~ c
throne hc had ~ ~ s u r p e ad i, d ii, was probably somc\\?ha1earlier in his reign thal hi^ first conflict nrith
Pavanes toolr place. Perhaps the firs1 collisio~lbctween the hwo powers wafi that which occu~rcclover
Ihe posfiessioil of the Sacred I-lorse, so vividly
clescribecl in the Ilfalavilcvgdz;l)zit/~a,
when a sc~uaclron
of Greclr cavalry actually tried lo ca~ptursthc sacrecl
aninlal, but were driven off by the yonng Vasumitra
ancl his detacllill~nlof' n hundrecl R~?jputs. The
' Asua-n~cilhu' waf; in ilsclf a ch~llengcto all rival~,

as the h c t 111at the horse was! able to \vancZcr folsa

yeas numolested by any other clairnant of the throue,
T V ~ Rconsidered synibolical of the peramonni; power
of tho sovereign who dedicated i t ; and no doubt
the gauntlet wae readily taken np by Menander's
cavalry, though in this instsuce with ill-success,
The conflict took place on the right bank of the
Sinclhn river, and the Y&vana troops mere no doubt
part; of the army investing the town of Nndhyamika,
near Chitor. The trifling check here inflicted in no
way affected ITenandel.'s progress ; Rajputaua,
Ouclll and the country on both banks of the Jumna
(a6: far north as the Ganges), including the historic
Matliurs, snbillittccl to the conqueror, who appears
t,o have even resached the gates of Patalipntra.
Menander's ellipire at ihs Height inclt~cledan
eriornlous area. Its extent may well hs.vc evolced
the iucreclulity of Strabo, for, a8 he snys:-"if
Menn~derreally reachecl the' Soanus, he must have
conquered more nations than Alexander."
We
may briefly describe his kingdom at its lal.gest
extent as being bounded on t11e south ancl sonthcaul;, roughly speaking, by the Nalnada and Son
rivers ; on the north by the Gauges (to its source)
I L U the
~
Hin~alayas; while on tlie wcst, it; incliidecl
a gooct dcczl ol' C O I I ~ I ~ L ' You the Stlrther side of' Ihe
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Indus, the Icabul valley, and perhaps all the eastern
portion of Arachosia and Gedrosia, from the Cophen
~ i v and
e ~ the Parapamisus to the sea. How it whs
that Menander never came into collision ~vithhis
great contel-nporary, Mithriclates I of Parlhia, is one
of the many l~nzdingproble~nsof the period. The
invasion of Iuclia by Mithridates must olsvionsly
have talcen place before Menander's days, probably
before the year 1ti 1, ~vhen the Sse entered the
Cophen valley and " occupied the very site of tho
Y a r t h i a ~conquests."
~
The occupation of Magadha
did not lash long ; as usual, internal discord arose
among the Greek princes of' the Punjab, whicli
forced iV1enander to abandon his claims to the olcl
ernpire of the RIauryag to settle l;heir disputes.
Thus India was saved for sixteen centuries from
Western domination by the insane inability to
refrain from disputes, which beset Alexander's
Buccessors like a f a h l and insidious disease. " The
fiercely-fighling Greeks," we are told i b Llle GargiSanhibta, " did not stay long in Maclh yadesha ;
there was a cruel war in their own land between
themselves."
The permanent powcr of Moaancler p r o b ~ l ~ l y
nevcr eslended f i r casl of Nstlhura ; allor long
and gloriou~reign he died during Ihc proeeculion of

s o m e cnlnpaign, bnt whether in maliing war up or^
h i s turbulent neig1ibonl.s or his Indian rivals, we
a r e not informed. The death of tho Icing was the
s i g n a l for the sub-di,vision. of his empire ainong s
h o s t of petty princos, whose eagerness for the
possession of his remeinn testifies'to the dismptivc
powers alreacly at work. Meilander illay have died
shortly afier RZil,hridates, i. c., between 135-130 B. C:
After his doath tlie Sako-Parthian Iiingdom,
~ v h i c h in
, Ihe days of' Me~lancler,hacl been pushed
. back within very aarieow hotlnds, began to grow in
l ~ o ~ v eprofiting,
r,
no doubt, b y the dissensions nmollg
t h e Greeks. 'l'11e accessio~lof 34ithridates I1 and
t h e recovery of part of hrachosia, rnay Bavc causcd
the FaBa pri'ncipalities to put tlzcmselvcs unclcr
Parthian protection, but nltiinaLely an incIepeilclent
Saka kingdom was est'ablielied, with its capital a t
'l'asila, but having in its suzerainty another settlenlout whose capital was at Matiiura. This conquest
m n s t have taken place after tho death of Menancler ;
arid is possibly coincident with the loss 01Taxila
ancl part of the Ralj111 valley by the Greeks.
St1:czto IZ appears to have beell the last king Lo have
ruled in the Ibb111. Tho paclnal shriulring of the

Creek sctllelnei~tswab: clue parlly to the draiii of
aontilluitl war, b11t ewe11 more to. the process uf
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p a d u a l absorptioa. The coius of the later rulers:
of thu Pnnjab sho~vclearly that the Greek ~pirit,.
~ v a sdeclining rapidly, as all traces of originality of'
inspiration or fineness .of execution are gradually
lost. I11 the ineantinle events had beon taking place.
in the old kingdom of Bnct,ris, \vhi;oh mere destined
to have a profound effect upon the fortuues of Inclia,
'l'wo centuries of civilizecl life hacl .ivronght great
changes among the barbarinn conquerors. The
Kuei-Shuang, or ICushan Lribe, had concluererl the
other four principalities, and had enlbra.ced the
Buddhist religion, aud being now an organized
power rho llad reachecl a considerable clegree of
civilization, they found little difficulty in overrunning the ICzbul valley. This happened bet\veea
the years 50-60 A.U. and neither the clegenerzte
Greeks, nor the once powerfa1 l'artliians, ~vealtei~ed
by intestinal ~varfare,could resist tihe invader, The
enterprising ICozulo-ICaclphises does not apl7ear to
have used pllysical force in overcoming hi8 (socallecl) Greelc opponents. Bermaeus, the last of the
race, appears after the death of liiu wife, Calliope, to
have associated Kadphises with him on his throne ;
on liis dcat,h, Iiadphises assumed sole sovereignty,
and Greek rule in Incliit was over for eyer.

APPENDIX

TO

CHAPTER VI.

THEauthorities for Menander are f ~ ~ l lgiven
y
by V. A. Smith, pp. 192-104, ' Early I-Iistory of
India '.

I

I have also referred to Von Gutschmidt's Encyclopzdia article, to Gardner's introduction to tho B.
RI. Catalogue, and to Rhys Davids' edition of Che
" Questions " (S. B. E., vols. 35-36.). The queskioa
o r the identity of' Menancler and illiliada is fully discussed by the latter. I have not here gone inho it.

F

OR over three centuries Greek rule exerted au

influence, to a greater or less degree, in
Northern India. TVhat effect hacl this upon
the development of Aryan Civilization in and
around the " Jlliddle Land"?
Did Hellenic ideals, Hellenic philosophy, art,
and literature permeate the intellectual life of the
Easl as it has done that of the West, or did India
regard Alexander, E~icratides,and Meuander a s great
concluerors merely, not as apostles of Hellenismbarbarians whose ideas were as impure and impossible to the Brahmau mincl as their persons in Lhe
Brahman dwelling-place ? Did India ailnply endure
Q.rcelc influence with the ' patient, deep clisdain'
with which she had leinporarily submil;ted to, and
ultimately overcolne, so many foreign invaders ?
While it is easy grossly to exaggerate llie
iiifl~lci~ce
of ihe West ul~onthe EasL, as Niese and
otI1ers have dotlc, il would be impossible to conccive

that the seti;lcment of Rac~rian-Greeksin the P u l ~ i i I J ~
left uo stalllp ~11011I i ~ d i aduring two centuries of'
occupation ; and e r e n urhen they had disappeared
as a po1il;ical force, the moclification of the ywrenr;
stock, by the a,dmisture of the alien race which it
hacl absorbecl irrto its own blood, must have becn
fruitful of soille material results. India, it is true,
with her immemorial religion and literature, has
never been very ready to learn from tl-re West,
which she hae always co~i~iderecl
to be soille~\rlmt
conteinptil~le, the product of n clay ; on tlic ol,her
hand, the iiifl~~ence
of Greece was felt in India at a
time of great importance in tihe literary ancl political
development of the country, wlleu i t was 11-lost
likely to liave a strong ancl lasting eff~ct.
Alexander's brilliaut bnt ruthless descent
through the ICabul Pass colnpelled the peoples of
the Punjab, and even' of Central India, to recogilise
the existence of a great Wcstern po\\rer. Alexander's
death was the signal for a general reaction, nrhich
swept out all traces of the Greek occupation. 1 clicl
not, however, erect once more the barrier bet\\rccn
E a s t and West, which Alexailder had sliattcrecl for
ever, and Ilenccforwnrd, wlle ther as ellelllies or as
friends, conqnerors or subjecte, the two great civilizat i o n ~were ellgagecl in inuti~allyborro~viug iclcais
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.a,nd principles which had bee11 separately evolved
by either.
It was not in vain that Chanclragupl-a reinemberecl with. pride that he hacl seen the great conqneror face to face as a yonth ; this was the Ideal
~vhich insl~ircd hiin to .overthrow the dissolute
Nczilda kings, and to knit together the petty princedoms of the Ganges valley iuto a strong, organized
empire, capable not ollly of stamping out evcry
trace of the h%t;od intruder in the I'uujab, but of
finally bringing Selcucus himself to his feet.
C l ~ a u d r a ~ u p t ait, is true, helcl " India for tho
Iricli~~us,"against all comers, especially the Greek
from [,he\Vest ; but it was mrely the great exalnpl~
of Alexander who inspired Inclia with the Ideal of
the C?~alc?casvnt~i
Rlijn, the " Icing of Icings," which
the hlauryas so nobly triecl to ~ealize. This being
the case, we cannot say that Alexsucler's illflnence
upon Iudia is a negligible factor in the history of
her developilzent. I t is uol; without significant
mesuing that we read how Chaudragupta paid
llolnage to the Altars which the Macedonian llad
built, ere he turned back for cver on the banks of
tlle Hyphasis.
Once established, Greek intercourse wit11 India
by no nleam came to an end with the great natioual

~ead;ion~lncler the Mai~ryas. The very fact that
Megastllenes was for years an Ambassador s t
Patraliputra,is a significant indication of the cordial
relations esistilzg between the two races. The
exchange of Indian & ~ g sfor Greok wibe and
figs, the n a i ~ ~request
e
of Chandragupta that his
imperial brother ~vouldoblige him tvitb " a Greelt
sophist '' are ohly triflihg s u r v i ~ i h grecords of what
intlst have beeh a regular and constant iutercourse
between the races. I t should hot be forgotten that
one of the first 0% ~lsolia's cares was to send messengers to prescl~the Glad Tidibgs to he dtvellers
i n the oul,er darkness, his i'ellow ~nonarchs of tho
Yavanas. The very presence of the Greeks in
Bactria, the great mart where East ancl West met
to exchange their wares, must have in itself
exercised a n enornlous influence on both sides alike.

It is as useless to ignore the effects of
Alexander's stupondous persoralit;y, in a country
where
is supremely influential, as il is
to shut the eyes to the fact that Chandragupta
worshipped at the Greek king's altars, or married a
Creek Princess. A recent writer has held that
Chandragupta did not need Alcuauder's example to
t,each him what empire meant, ; that the titles
current in his court; were borro~vedfrom the older
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ancl more ~ t a t e l yPersian Empire and llot froin tlle
Greeks at all. If the title of satrap is herc referred
to, it is certainly true that it was used at all periods
by the Saka Rajahs, but linguistic is not political
influence, and il was the Macedonian that India
cleified, as slie has deified inany a hero whose blows
she has fel(;, and mllom she has admired in consequence, up to the days when John Nichol~on
stepped to his place in the solnewhat vague and
extensive Ilindu paulheou.
I n the deparhnent 01literature, we should uot
be led to expect that Greece exercised any profound
inffuence upon the East, as there is no reason t o
s ~ ~ p p othat
m Bactrian invaders of the Punjab produced any literature of their own. The daager of
s ~ i c hhasty geaeralinations is showa, however, when
we come to examine the history of t11e Sa~lskrit
drama. While it is difficult to hold, as many
authorities would have us do, that the Indian drama,
owes ibs origin entirely to the West, we may well
believe that it was due to the stimulns of Greek
intercourse that its subsequent development is, to a
great extent, due. The ancient Indian drama, as the
Saaslcrit word raata7ca (from nala " a dancer ")
imp lie^, probably arose from some primitive pstntonliinic performances resembling those of the pre-

Thespian days of gl*iinitive I-Iellas, but it lrmy well
be the case that contact with the West stilllulatecl
the developl~lenl of the indigellous product, and
iillally eilablcd India to produce a I<a l'd
1 &#a.

In inathemalics, the illflueace of Greece was
uot a1)preciaJlly felt, owing lo tlle high degree of
proficiency which that science hacl already attaiucd
independently ; indeed, in this respect, the West
appears Lo h w e been the debtor, for the Arabians of
the Middle Ages acknowleciged thal. they owecl much
to Indian learning. Ia astrouolny, on the other
hand, new life was infused into the study by the
Yavauas, whom thc Indian writers acknowledge to
ha170 been their instr~~ctors
: here, however, the
influence appears Lo have been Rlexan&ian ralhcr
than Bactlriau, as the names given to two out of the
five Sizldlzasztas, or syslems, seem to shorn.
The
Paz~lisa Siclcll~antuis supposed to be based ou the
works of Paul of Alexandria, whose clate is fixed,
by a refereuce i n his own writings, aboul the year
378 A. D., when the great Guptn kings were ruling
in the Ganges valley.
But it is by their wonderful influence upon
indiau Art that tho Bactriau G1.eeks will ever be
knowa, and deservedly known to tthe world. FVo
have already uo1,iced the insgaificeut serics of coil~s

.

s~vllic:lnra,F;~;Lnlul;in tllc Pu~?jnba1111liabnl clnri11,q
Illc 1)criocl oSC+rcck occnpatio~~
; i k renlains t o pjvc
sollie account of tllc still more strikillg SCIIIP~UI'CH
ol' Lhe Gauclhars clistrict, where the successors of
Yrasitelcfi, with the true versa1,ility of' the Greek,
a~plieclthe graces ol' Grcek art for the reprcse~lta1'1011
of the story of the Ciicldlla. This, tllc last achicrc~ncilto l the Bacl,ria~lGrccks, ancl untlc~~ial~ly
1110
o.rcal.csl;, clntcs fro111 lhc l)criocl \\~hculhc\ir polil,ioal
n
rule ~ ~ c 2esl,incl;,
u
or well-nigh eslillcl; a ~ 1,111?
~ l
partial absorption of I,he racc was pobaljly ncccssa1.y
belbre I,he Grcek mind coulcl assi~uil~~l,o
iI,scll'

Curing tllc tronblecl tillle rv1lc11thc Greeks S ~ U I I ~
Eaclria, " the vi~ioilsly valia~lt Yavti~las," \\icro
cugagccl in carving 0111, nc\v lcingclolns to rcpl3~c
tdiose fro111 \\thich the l>arl~aritlnshacl clri\rci~Lliem ;
when a conlin~zous inlcslille WLLP WBS daily
clccl.easing thcir ~ I U ~ ~ I ~ I C I~vllile
*B,
bhc pu~vcrof tllc
Sczkas was tlirealening ttllci~lin llie norl,ll, il \jr;ts 1101
1,o be sul~posecltlls~ttheir cslernal intine~~cc
woulcl
be grcsl,. dlen figIl1,ilig Sor t h i r ~xistcncedo ilct
produce grcah a,rl,istic acllic\~cmcnts; ancl \i7c are
1.eSL to acllnire 1,11(:! sullic;ic~rl,lycsluisil,c~coilis, :\rllicll

a r c the ouly proclnction of lhis l~crioclwhich have
snrvivccl I,o our clays.

If thc ' Qncslions of Miliuda ' may be regarded
a s sonietlling illore than a mere romance, we have
abnnclanl; eviclcuce thal; bfeuancler revived a t Sagala
all the trsditions of the Greek City State. No Oreelt
'emaius, which can, with cerl;ainl;y, be afisigned to
tlial; periocl are now lef'l;, but that does not prove
that h e r e were none to survive ; and art of iho
Iaclo-Greek periocl limy well liave colllbined thc
architectural escellellces of E a ~ at i d West.
the Inter ancl more scl;blccl t i i n c ~of the great
Saka pl.inces, Greek arl; Isas encouraged extensively,
a n d ils estrcnic puril;y ancl peculiarly Hellcuic
stamp, effectually prevents us from collsiclerii~git to
be si1n111y the proclnct of late cosmol~olit;ztninflncnce.
More psobably, tho G.reek ari;ist;s, who llad hacl
littlc opl~orknnityof exhibiting their skill clnring the
fitful fever of Inclo-Greek rule in tlie Punjab, found
ail opposlnuil~rancl a motivc in llle pcaccfi~lperiocl
1,hat followecl, ancl thc ivcligions revival to which a
l)o\verli~l ancl orclerly rule allows the requisil,~
scope. No onc, rvho lias visihed the 84usenms of
Cczlcnlta or Laliorc, or ~ v h ohas l,ravellecl ill tllc
Gaiidhara clistricl, 01. aclmirccl Chc bas-relicf~ iu Lhe
Guiclc'h: blesrs a1 l'cfil~awsr, can fail to be struclc
I11
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wii,li llle csi,raordinary brilliaucc of this, 11lc Iatcst
devcloplncnk of EIcllouic influeace.

FOPthe Grzco-Bucldhisl; reiuaius are uot the
of inerc mechanic scrrlpl;ors, Ilirecl by a ualive
mol~arcllto lcild au air of refiiicmci~t Lo t;hc viharn~,
~ t u l ~or
m ~~lonasteries
which he hacl enclo~vcd. The
I'riezes of the Gandhara di~ltrict are as illuch the
of ar1isl;s illzbnecl wibll Lhe spirit oS Ilicir
~)roclt~ct
work as the Sriczes \v]lich once beantificcl tho
Parlhenon. Just as iu the later Bactrian coins rve
iincl Indian illfluencc galvalliziug the old I-Iellenic
spirit into new laut,asl;ic forms of life, so in Ihc
sculpt~~red\vork me behold classic feeling i'or
proportion aucl reskaiu t, modifjiing thc exuberance
01 Lhe Indian chisel, bnt receiving f i o ~ nit, i11 Lurn, a
warmth and love of variety and complexity. Thc
very monsters aucl demi-gods of Hellos appear in
aftitndes of adoratiiou before the grest spirit; of the
East. T h e admirable illustrations in Dr. A. Fouchcr's.
" L'art Grzco-Bouddhicl~~ecln Gaudharcz" (Vol. I.)
form perhaps the most suitable text from ~vllich1;o
illustrate the srrbject. A reference to the sculpLures
there depicted mill readily reveal the peculiar
characterisl,ics of this school of art, sncl furnish
conclnsive proof 1,hal it i~ not; a lnerc tlcgeneratc
iiliilittion of classic illoclels.

S o i ~ ~ o l i ~ ~I,lle
l e s fl-iexcs w a r a pillsuly S1reck
al>lwara11u~\\rill1 Caccllnnals (al)propri;~le eiloug11
t o tllc bil-thylacc of B a c c l ~ n ~and
, t l ~ cregion of
Monn t Nysa), clcmi-gocls, clolphius. l3n t this seeins
to be a inere acciclenl ; thc Inclo-Greck scall~l,oris
no mcre slave of classic forms ; he nscs them a t
I,iines, it is true, bnl generally, merely, becansc tllcy
snit the pailul tlli~thas lo be fillccl. 011the other
haucl, thc sculplures are Sull of obser\~atious of
s n r ~ o u n d i n g1uclia11lire, as bhey are of a~listicIbrcc
nild Srceclo~~lSroin coin-en tion. Il'hilc lhc a r t i ~ l ,
seems bent on sho\\riug 11s 1;ow I-Icllc~licand Eastei*n
snbjccCs call bc, the details of foliage, of costunic, ailcl
ol' ol*nal~~c~lb,
reveal Idlab 11c is at, heart a11 I~lclial~,
esl~rcssingIndiail idcrzs Iln-ougli Grcek mocles.
A111oilg the 11n1.cly IIelleuic sukjecks, it is
iutcresting Lo nolice llle pol~uluril,y oS mari~lc;
moilslerti ancl cleilies, pcl.11al~oonring to lllc proxi1rli1,y of tllc nlighty Inclus, ~v11ic:htho Grccks apnear
to I~;LVC
I O O I ~ Cnpou
C ~ as so~neldling more than a,
1.ivcr. Posciclon, il will be 1~enicn1bcrcc1,figures
1 1 1 ~ " tllc coius o l hntimncl~us, who must have
rega1~1ecll l i ~ ah:
l ~ a river ancl not a scs-gocl.
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The artist evidently challenges comparison here
with the Pergamene sculptures, but his work,
though equally forcible and life-like, is of a, perfectly
independent and original type. The marine god is
delineated as ending in a curling, serpent-like body,
and not in the two serpent-legs of the Pergamene
friezes. In another similar Triton group, on the
other hand, serpent-legs appear, recalling in a
curious way the coin of Hippostratus (Gard. PI,
XIV, 6, page 160). The siinilarities in conception
in the coins of khe Bactrian Greeks and the
Gandhara sculptures are not without significance,
The influence of Greek art upon the architecture
of the period :from the early fragment of an Iong
pillar found at Matthura to the regular Indo.
Corinthian architecture of the second century A. D.
is only one degree 1ess:noteworthy ; it shows the
same originality, the same capacity for independent,
development along Greek lines, the same richness
in inspiration, but it appears to be more directly tho
product of cosinopolitan influence,-more Roman than
Bactrian. Perhaps Roman architecture owes something to the influence of this Indo-Greek school,
for the introduction of figurea among the foliage
of'the Corinthian capital, first found in the remains
of the Baths of Caracsllla (217 A. D,) in Rome,
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appear quite oftcn in Ganclhara pillars. The East,
too, may have been responsible ior ille inlrocluction of a less desirable innovation, the usc of
mortar and plaster lo obtain meretricious effects,
not attainable by thc use of the chisel unaided.

It i~ hardly possible to conclncle more fitly
than by drawing attentioll lo the supreme merit
~vhich13. Fouchet has uoticed as preclominsnt in
tllc Eac trio-Iudiau basseliefs. cc Above all," h e
relnarks, " I must call allenlion to the remaslcable chastity of' the Grxco-Bucldhislic school of art."
'Sllis is the last tribute one would be preparecl
to pay, not only to decadent Greelr: art generally
bull also lo a greal deal of Indian art. No higher
tribute lhau this conlcl be pnicl to the ~eriotzstaste
of the sculptors, lhc sincere auslerily of their sub jec ts, aud the purity of their iclc;tls.

.

