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PREFACE.

TIIEA~ithor,in subruitting tlie following
pages to the public, begs that they will do hini
the justice not to expect more from tliem than
their title indicates. I-Ie lias no pretensions
to the character of an historian, either of the
countries through ~vhicli he passed, or of the
campaign a portion of whicli it was his lot
to witness. The book is strictly a recital of personal adventures, in mllicli it has been his endeavour to distinguisli clearly between what he
saw himself, and what was told him by others,
and to touch upon occurrences with n~liichhe
was not personally concerned no more than
was absolutely requisite for preserving the
connexion of his narrative. His journal was
kept, in the first instance, with no further vicw
than the amusement of his own family, and
was sent to England in letters, month by
inontli; subseq~iently, when all cominunication was stopped, the materials gl-aclually
accurnultlted, so as to form a volome, which, it
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was conceived, might be interesting t o the
public as well as those for whom they mere
oieiginallyintended, especiallyas tlie Author was
not aware that any one else proposed t o give
this portion of the campaign to the world. His
situation afforded him many facilities for observation, and, not being a nlilitary man, h e
will not be suspected of professional partiality
in the testimony he has borne.
'I'he sermons have been added, as conveying
the reflections suggested by the most memo:
rable incidents of tlie cai~ipai;
on more conveniently than could always be done in the
progress of the narrative, tliough it is hoped
that nothii~g 11as been said, under circumstances of so much hurry arid excitement, inconsistent with their tenor and object.
I t will be soothii~gto the feelings of those
whose friends were numbered among the victims of the Affgbanistan war, to know that
not only was such honour paid their remains
as the circumstances allowed, but that a church
is in progress of erection at Colabah, near
Bombay, as the niost christian and appropriate
mode at once of commemorating the dead, and
testifying the gratitode of the living.

SINDE AND AFFGLIANISTAW.

CHAPTER I.
SICETCH OD THE DOORAUNEE EbTPIRE,

As Affghanistan, n few years since but little
lcnolvn or cared for by Englishmen, has now
i~cq~iirecl
an interest in their estimatiorl which
mill not soon be lost, first, as the scene of
military triumph, and then, fenrfal reverse !
the grave of a large British force; as the
Dooraunee empire has been the daily theme
of journals ; and Dooraunee orders have been
profusely showered upon rnilitary iuen and
diplomatists, it nlay 170t be amiss, before entering on my narrative, to give a slight outline of the rise and history of the Dooraunee
monarchy. Names of men and of places mill
B

read more pleasantly and intelligibly, when
some previous information has been given as
to who, and what, and where they are. I t is
obvious that a sketch of this kind can pretend
to no origiuality. Any one who is disposed
may read in Mr. Elphinstone's or Mr. Conolly's work, (my own sources of information,)
far more than I shall give him. I merely
abridge the$ accounts for the information of
those who either have not their works a t
hand, or who do not care to know more upon
the subject than will enable them clearly to
understand what follows.
I t is not easy to state the limits of the Dooraunee monarchy, since several parts have
been rent from it, and over others it possesses
little more than a nominal sovereignty. I t is,
according to Elphinstone, " bounded on the
east by Hindoostan, on the south it may be
generally said to have the Persian Gulf, and
on the west, a desert extends along the whole
of he frontier. Its northern frontier is formed
by the mountains of the Eastern Caucasus,
which are, however, included within the
western part of the boundary, there formed
by the Oxus." Its population probably exceeds fourteen millions, and is thus divided :
AfFghans 4,300,000 ; Belooches 1,000,000 ;
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Tartars of all descriptions 1,200,000 ; Persians
1,500,000; Indians and miscellaneous tribes
6,000,000. The capital is Icabul. The features of thc country are, for the most part,
wild and Barren. Sinde is flat and sandy;
Affglianistan, on the contraiBy,abo~lndswith
snow-clad mountains, and diffic~~lt
passes; it
experiences great extremes of heat and cold,
and the cliai~gesare often suclden. I t s mountains and passes are, to the utmost dcgree,
wild, ~aoclry,barren, aucl desolate, but Inany
of the plains are highly productive. I t has
nlosl of tlle European fruits, but timber trees
are scarce in Sinde, and in Affghanistan a1inost unkno~vn. The people are a fine ].ace,
tall, atllletic, and llandsonle ; in A ~ g h a n i s t a i ~
they are remarltably fail*, many of thcm
scarcely clarker tlian Europeans ; they are
accustomed to war from their cl~ildhood,and
the history of their country, so far as ~ v elrnolv
it, presents a continual struggle between rival
competitors for power-a series, with scarcely
an intermission, of anarchy, blood, and confusion. Tllcy are strict Mahommedans, of the
Soonee sect, i. e., scliuowledging, as l a m f ~ ~ l
succcssors of 3!lihomed, the first three caliphs,
whereas tlieir opponents, the Sheahs, reject
B 2
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these, and consider Ali, the fourth caliph, as
the first lawful successor of the prophet.
But very little is known of the Dooraunees
before the time of Nadir Shah, who attacked
and reduced them to sublnission in A . D. 1728.
At the beginning.'of the seventeenth century
they paid tribute to Persia, and appear to
have had the name of Abdaullees.
After the death of Nadir Shah, in 1747,
Ahmed Shah, head of the Snddozyes, a clan
of Abdaullees, 'seized.the government and was
crowned at Kanclallar, being then twentythree years of age. H e , in consequence of a
dream of the famous saint at Chumkunee,
changed the name of his tribe from Abdaullees
to Dooraunees, and himself took the title of
Shah Dooree Doorann. The clans of the
Dooraunees may be thus stated :Populzye, from the Suddozye division. of
which clan the royal family springs ; it is probable that the Suddozyes were the patriarchal
heads of the whole tribe.
Allekozye.
Banrikzye, the clan of which Dhost Mahomed is the present chief, exceedingly powerful
in numbers and influence.
Atchikzye.
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Noorzye, a clan eclunlly lluiuerous wit11 the
Baurikzyes.
Alizye.
Islcliaulrzy e.
Rhongaanee.
Maultoo.
Ahmecl Shah was all active and enterprising
warrior, and eclually distinguished as a pnlron
of' literature. I-Ic fi-amecl his g o v e r ~ ~ i n c nO ItI
the Persia11 model, and extended his conclnests fro111 Meshecl to Dclhi. H i s life was
passed in a series of rni1itai.y expeditions
against the M a h r i ~ t t a sand the Silrs, ancl i r i
quclliog rebellions in various parts of his extended do~ninions,n~hichwcrc no sooner ~111)pressed in one quarter tIli111tIlcy b1'01itf out in
thc opposite. H c cliecl of cancer in the fitce
in J n n e 1773, irl the fiftieth year of his age.
I-Ie \\as succeeded l ~ his
y son, Timour Shah,
bol-11 a t Aleshed, Decelnbel. 1746. H i s clistinguishing characteristic was indolcncc, which
rrlidered 11irn incapable of llolding together
the various tribes which his father harl conquered. H i s reign was disturbed b y nunlerous insurrections in Ballrh, I<l1oras5a11,Seestan, aud I<ashmerc. I11 1789 Ile marched
fi'o111 Kabul, \\ill1 an arlily of 100,000 men,
against Shall Morad Bey, Iring of Bolthal.~,

+

who, however, offered conditions of peace,
which were accepted. In the spring of 1793,
Timour Shah was taken ill on a journey from
Peshawur, and died at Kabul, 20th of May,
1793. Upon his death a struggle ensued between his numerous sons for the monarchy,
which was obtained by Shall Zeman, but after
a reign of seven years, he was, in 1800, deposed and blinded by his half-brothel. Shah
Mahmood, who obtained the sovereignty by
the help of Futteh Ali Khan, chief of the
Baurikzyes.
This remarkable man, who occupies the
n ~ o s tconspicuous position in the history of
Affghanistan for the ensuing eighteen years,
was far more deserving of the name of kingmalter than the celebrated Earl of Warwick,
who bears that name in English history. His
talents, courage, and want of principle, mill
be abundantly exemplified, even in the slight
outline which follows.
September 10,1801, Shah Soojah ool Moollt,
whose name has become sufficiently familiar
to us all during the last three years, the full
brother of the deposed monarch Zeman, proclaimed himself king, and marched from Peshaw~lr upon Kabul, but was defeated by
Putteh Ali Khan, and fled to the Kyber Hills.
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After various unsuccessful attempts Ile, a t
length, in 1802, defeated Futteh K h a n , and deposed and confiner1 Mallmood; but, to his
honour it should be recordcd, he did not rctaliate upon him, by blinding hirn, tlie cruelty
which he had sl~owll to his brother, Shall
Zeinan. H e next sent an exl~eclitioiiagainst
Futteh I<haii and Prince Icarnran, son of Shah
Mahniood, ~vlioretained possession of leanclahar. I t was successful, and Putteh K h a n
tendered his submission to Shah Soojah, but
the terms he offered were not accepted, and
he retired in disgust to his own castle nt Girislllr. His restless spirit speedily impelled
him again into intrigue; and, in 1804, he incited Prince Ryser, son of Shah Zcman, ~ v h o
htid been entrusted by his uncle, Shah Soojah, with tlle goven~mentof I<anclahar, under
the guidance of Ahmccl Shnh, to imprison
Al~illedShah, and cleclare himself Iring. Ah~ n e dShah wns accordingly seizecl, but when
the prince and Futteh Iclian nlarchecl against
Kabul, he was released, and reinstated in t h e
command of the city. His so11 joiilccl Shah
Soqjah. Prince Icyser anrl Futteh Iclian were
clefeatecl, and Alimed Shah immcdintely cleliverecl u p Icandahar to Prince I<ainran.
Prince Icyser up011 this macle his submission,
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and was forgiven by Soojah, who certainly
shines conspicuously among his countrymen
for his clemency
His plans, with regard to Prince Kyser,
being thus frustrated, Putteh Khan repaired
to Herat, and persuaded EIaji Perooz, another
brother of Shah Soojah, to assert his right to
the throne of Kabul. Perooz accordingly took
up arms, and Shah Soojah sent a force against
him, commanded by Prince Icyser, who had
instruction at the same time to oRer him terms,
Soojah being probably aware of the extent to
which the vitlour of Haji Ferooz was temperecl
by discretion: the terms were immediately
acceptecl, and Futteh Khan, quitting his cautious protegk in indignation, once more retired
to Girishk. Prince lcyser, anxious to wipe
off the memory of his rebellion, amongst other
pieces of service to Shah Soojah, contrived to
seize Futteh Khan, and was about to gratify
the revenge of his father, Shah Zeruan, by
putting liim to death. Putteh Khan, however, obtained a private interview, and by
those powers of persuasion which he appears
to have possessed in such a remarkable degree,
so wrought upon tlie young prince, that he
not only spared his life, but entered with him
into a fresh plot against his uncle's throne.

F u t t e l ~I<lian retired to Girislili, and Iii~viiig
i~latured his plans, nclvaiicecl to ICandaliar,
\vhere lie fbund P~.iilceIcyser, undcr t l ~ ein
tluence of I<ojeh Malio~rredIchan, a l~omerft~l
chief, wlio clissuaclcd hiill from rebellion.
Futteh I<lian, incei~scd a t this counter influcnce, renounced all connexion \rith Prince
Icyser, and eiigngerl to clcliver I<aiidahar to
Karnran, who aclvnnced upon the city. Icyser,
aboat to fly, i.eyuested a last interview wit11
Futtcli I<lian. They rnct at night, by torchlight, and the iilterviem bcgan with mutu,zl
recriminations, but it termiiiatcd it^ a manner
~shicli 117ould seeui scarcely credible anlong
civilized nations. I t is clenr that Futteh K h a n
lincl a regard for Princc Kyser, b u t whetl~er
in this inbtance lie was snraycd by t h e inipulse
of thc 1110111el1t, or rvl~e~l~el.
he had inviter1
I<an~ran to bcrld the other to his pu~*poses,
iirust be left to conjecture. Prince Icyser reminded hi111 tliat h e omed liiin l ~ i slife, and
Futteh I(;lian, in his t u r ~ ~recapitulated
,
his
favours to Kyser, and coniplained of neglect,
Icyser, upon this, swore to follow him implicitly ; whercupon Putteh Khan relented, and
finally swore tosupport him in all extremities.
Thc follo~ving morning thcy marched out together to oppose ICamrnn !
n 6
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Filtteh Khan advanced with his clivision,
and telling Kamran his change of views,
hindly advised him to retire. Kamran, as soon
as he had satisfied himself that he was in
earnest, answered him with defiance. Upon
which Futteh Khan, without the assistance of
Kyser, charged and utterly routed him. Shah
Soojah, in the meantime, had strengthened his
throne by the conquest of Kashmere, and
Kojeh Jf&omed retaining his inflnence, contrived to dissolve the connexion between Prince
Kyser and Futteh Khan, and the latter once
more retired to his stronghold at Girishk.
Here he renewed his connexion with Kamran,
whom, notwithstanding his former desertion,
he contrived to propitiate, and advancing upon
Kyser, drove him from Kandahar into Reloochistan. Shah Soojah, hearing of these events,
sent an expedition against them, and followed
in person. After some reverses, he defeated
Ramran, ~ h fled,
o
and Futteh Khan, ever
fruitful in resources, managed to make his
peace with, and join Shah Soojah.
I n 1808, during some political commotions,
Mahmoocl Shah, the first protege of Futteh
Khan, who had been deposed and imprisoned,
but not blinded according to Affghan custom,
by Shah Soojah, contrived, vnfortunately for

Ilis rival, to make his escape. During this
year, the vizier of S l i ~ l Soojah,
l
disgusted at
his declining influence, raised a rebellion, ancl
was joinecl by Prince Icyser, whom he proclailneil king of Kabul. Their fo~*ce
mas met
by Slinll Soojah, and entirely defeated, and
the Shah entered Peshawur in triumph, with
the lieacl of the vizier borne aloft on a spear
behind him.
Hitherto Shah Soojah had successfully quelled the various attempts on his throne; but,
alas ! reverses mere at hand. I n 1809, Mahnlood Shall formed a junction with his old
friend, Putteh T h i n , and asserted his sovereign ty.
O n the 3rd April, 1809, they joinlly defeatcd Alr;~.am I<l~itn, \rho had been sent
against tliein by Shah Soojah, and toolr
ICabul. Soojnh assembled an army, but was
defeated by Putteh K h a n , and escaped to the
mountains. I I e subsecluently threw himself
on the protection of Runjeet Sing, 3laliarnjnh
of the Punjab, wlience he made several attempts to recover his dominions, but without
success. After s time, Runjeet Sing not only
bccauie weary of his unfortunate guest, but
imprisoned and crtielly treatecl him, in order
to extort fivom him soine valuable jewels, es-
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pecially one of large size, called the mountain
of light. Shah Soojah at length effected his
escape, with his harem, to the British dominions, where he remained a pensioner at LOdiana.
After his flight, Futteh Khan ruled, under
the name and authority of Shah Mahmood.
H e took Herat by treachery from I-Iaji Ferooz, and repulsed an attack made on that
city by the Persians, who had demanded tribute, and the coining ofmoney, in the name of
the Shah of Persia.
In 1818, after an administration of eight
years, Mahmood, having been excited to jealousy against him, most ungratefully seized
aiid blinded, with circumstances of peculiar
ferocity, the man who had t~viceplaced him
on the throne. Upon this the family of
Putteh IChan, with the Baurikzyes, flew to
arms to avenge him; and on his refusal to
mediate between them arid Mahmood, the
partizans of that perfidious wretch flew upon
him, blinded as he was, and literally cut him
in pieces. Thus died this remarkable man,
whose talents and gallantry gave a certain
ascendcncy to whatever party he joined, and
whose vices of perfidy and want of principle
have at least this extenuation, that he pos-
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sessed tllelll in common with every one of his
countrymen : they are indeed always fo~incl
ill co~lutriessilnilarly situated, where the want.
of stable go\rernillcnt tllroo~severy Inan on his
own resources, to I~olclhis own, as lie best can,
cither by forcc or fi*rr~id.
IIis death was the signal for the clismelnberlnent of the Dooraunee empir-c. D h o s t
Nnhonlcd, the brother of Fotteh 1Clia11, becaiile lting of ICabul, and had the reputation
of a just and enlightcllcd ruler. I C a n ~ r a n
seized Herat. I<andaIinr, after passing through
various hands, becaine subject to the Sirdars.
Tlie Auleers ofsinde becalnc independent, a n d
Rur~jeetSilig tool: ailvantugc of tile general
confusion lo u~alielarge ellcroachnienls on t h e
clisorclerecl monai~clly.
Maltcrs con~iuuecl Lhus, unlil the fears of
tile Indian government tlinl Russian influence
was gaining ground in Central Asia, were
brooght to their height, by the Persiaus huving besieged Herat in 1837. Endeavours
were then made to detach Dhost Mahonlecl
from the interests of Persia and Russia. EIe
cleclarecl himself \villing to emblsnce n Britisll
alliance if the British would protect him frorn
the encroachiuents of Rul~jcelSing: who hacl
seized Peshawur, but that otherwise Ilc lllust

tl~rowhimself on the protection of Persia. I n
evil hour it was determined that our relations
with Runjeet Sing did not permit of our interfering ~vithhim ; that still less could we allow
Dhost Mahomed to form an alliance with
Persia; and that the only remaining course
was to dethrone him, and to re-instate Shah
Soojah, who had been twenty-eight years a
fugitive, in order to secure, as it mas fondly
imagined, our influence throughout Central
Asia.
Accordingly, in 1838 and 1839, Sir John
Iceane's force marched through the Dooraunee empire, meeting with little opposition
but at Ghuznee ; Dhost Mahomed surrendered
to Sir W. H. M'Naughten ; Shah Soojah returned ; all appeared prosperous. '' Shah's"
tlVoopswere raised; Dooraunee orders were
distributed; Sir John Keane was raised to
the peerage ; addresses and congratulations
were presented on all sides. Alas ! how little
the political envoys, how little the world a t
large, dreamed of the mine over which they
were standing! I n the beginning of November, 1841, it exploded-and the assassination
of the British envoy ; the total destruction of
a large British force, including H. M. 44th
regiment, and several corps of native troops;
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the seizure of our guns ; tlle capture of officers
and ladies ;-a catastrophe, in short, almost unequalled in our annals, fearfully clispellecl the
vision of Affghanistan trancluillity, and British
influence establisliecl tl~rougl~o~it
Central Asia.
I n the spring of the present year, our p~otcgk,
Shah Soojali ool Moolk, mas murdered by n
pzrty of Banrikzyes, while proceeding to his
camp at Bootkhak, a miserable end of a troublo~iscourse.
Tlle manner in which me havebeen extricated
f11om the rains of our schemes of unjust aggression has been as merciful and unexpected as our
punislin~ent mas sudden and appalling. God
grant that His undeserved goodness may not; be
overlookccl amidst our present triumphs, ns it
was totally forgotten amidst t,l~oseof 1830 ; and
inny our rulers have grace to remember tliat it
is " righteousness," not conquest, that " exalteth a nation ;" and that " sin," the sin of insatiable ambition, as well as every other, is a
" reproach to any people."
One consolatory tho~iglltarises on tlie consideration of this sketch of the Dooraunee
empire, vie. that however unjustifinble our invasion of this country, m e cannot be said to
have disturbed and disorganised n peaceable,
settled, or well-governed people. Distaste-

f'ul as our rule may have been to the chiefs,
the cultivators of the soil have probably enjoyed more than ordinary tranquillity since .
we have been amongst them. Our treasures
have been lavished throughout the land with
ur~rneasured profusion. We have certainly
suffel-ed more than we have inflicted. And our
withdrawal mill probably be the signal for the
commencement of such a scene of anarchy,
that the well-disposed amongst them will sincerely wish us bnclr.
W h a t Christian can contemplate such a tissue of conspiracy, treachery, cruelty, and
blood, as even this short outline discloses, in
which the half has not been told, without ardently desiring, and fervently praying for, the
diffusion throughout these lands, ofthat blessed Gospel which is not only the brightest
manifestation of the glory of God, but the
harbinger of peace and goodwill towards man.
May God of his mercy hasten the time when
these hardy and indomitable tribes shall be
added to the kingdoms of our God and of H i s
Christ, and H e shall reign for ever and ever.

CHAPTER 11.
LOWER S1NDE.

ON April 21st, 1841, I landed in Bombay,
after a voyage of six months from Englancl ;
ttncl on May 10th received orders to proceed to Sinde, as chal~lainto the fielcl force
tlien under Lhe colll~uni~dof Major-Cieiielmal
England, IC.13. I was, to use the ordi~iary
phrase, " a perfect griftin," and n~annersand
cnstoms by no means peculiar to Sinde, but
conli~lont l ~ r o u g l ~ oIndia,
i ~ t were quite uncommon, and collsequently highly interesting, to
me. I shall rnake no al~ologyfor giving my
first impressions of inen and things, for the
old Indians who may deign to read these
pages will, I doubt not, rccall (and perhaps
witli seine amusing ~~ecollectio~~u)
the tiinc
nlhen they werc griffins" themselves ; and
those wlio have never been in Inclia may
'$
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glean some informalion even from a gri8
The voyage along the western coast was, as
all sea voyages have ever been to me, full of
misery and discomfort; the usual sources of
wretchedness being augmented by the heat,
the small size of the steamer, and the crowd
of passengers. On the 16th (Sunday) we
came in sight of the harbour of Icurachee, the
sea-port of Sinde lying to the westward of the
mouths of the Indus. All mas hurry and
bustle in making preparations to land, and no
oppo~tunityafforded for divine service, or any
devotional exercise. The first appearance of
Ku~achee is most unattractive, nor does it
greatly improve upon acquaintance. I t is the
gloomy portal of a desolate and unioteresting
country ; bleached, barren, and craggy roclrs,
salt marshes overgrown with mangrove, and
deserts of sand as far as the eye can reach,
without a particle of verdure, form its characteristics. The town is poor and dirty to the
last degree, and a narrow belt of gardens,
along the dry bed of a river, whence water is
raised from wells for artificial irrigation, forins
the only relief to the eye; all beside is
barrenness. This parched region is a line of
rocky hills of bold form, but no great elevation. The entrance to the harbour is
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bounded by two bluff points of roclr, on one
of which, to the right, stands Manora Fort, a
mud fortification, ruined by the fire of H. M.
sliip IVellesley, in 1838. Tlie harbour is of
considerable extent, but very shallow, and a
great part of it dry a t low water. T h e camp
is about two miles in rear of the town. IVe
landed at about four p. sf., i n a native boat,
which approached the sliore as near as the
inud baillts would allow ; we were then obliged
to bestride the brawny shoulders of stout
Sindees, and so were carried to dry land.
I mas most I~indlyreceived by Major (now
Colonel) Sandmitli, then conimanding the
8th regt., N. I.; and ainidst the comforts
of his hospitable home, soon lost tlle recollection of " t h e trembling billows of the
~nain." This cantonment was my residence
until Dec. 14, 1841, for it was occupied by
a, wing of H. M. 41st regiment, a consitlerable number of recruits of 13. N. 13th and
40th regiments, with the depdt, and school of
the latter, and a company of artillery, forming
a, large European congregation; and the season was nnfnvourable for proceeding to Icwettah, mliich was the head-quarters of the field
force. Soine extracts from my journal during
this period, which may serve ils specimens of
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camp life, and clerical duty in the field in
India, as well as to illustrate the peculiar
sceneyy of Lower Sinde, will form the substance of the present chapter. T h e early
morning was the time for exercise, and the
country is, from its wide Bat plains, well
adapted for horse exercise, though with but
little to interest or amuse the eye. I t is a
dreary scene; plains of sand, strewed with
the whitening bones of camels and bullocks,
varied occasionally by a few stunted bushes,
and a species of cactus, mliich grows rather
large. A t this period the camels were to me
an interesting feature in the landscape, from
their novelty; and when walking on the paradeground of an evening, a long dim line of their
tall figures passed along the horizon about
sunset, I know nothing which more forcibly
reminded me of my distance from Ilome.
There were a great ilamber of young officers
at the station, whom the season prevented
from joining their regiments, and ICurachee
was the residence of many ladies whose hosbands' duty required them to penetrate farther
into the country, so that there was a larger
society than is generally inet with a t a n out
station. Blonday and Friday evenings were
the gay times. T h e band of 11. M. 41st
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on the parade-ground, ancl the Leauty
and fashion of ICurachee mcre seen asseml~ling
in groups ; officers in ~ ~ n i f o n nshowing
,
off
their horses and then~selves;others on foot,
making the agreeable to the laclics. It mas
really a pleasing scene, which seemed to malre
the parcl~eddesert smile. Much sociality and
good feeling prevailed, and intercourse mas
carried on in an easy and domestic style.
Here I met General Ventura, ~vhosename
will be familiar to all readers of the life and
exploits of Run-jeet Sing, who with his daughter and her governess had come from the
P ~ ~ l ~ jand
a b , were on their may to Bombay,
lo 111-oceedoverland to Europe. One great
tll.awbnck to the cornfort of I<uracI~ecis tlte
f ~ ~ e c l ~~xevalence
~ent
of clust and sand storms,
from which not evcn glass cloors and windows
are a n adequate protection, much less the
h ~ l t sand tents in ~vllich we mere living.
These, however, only prevail cluring the heat
of tlie day. From five P. nl. till seven A. nr.,
a mo1.e desirable climate to the sensation call
scarcely be conceived; nor are these storn~s
constant or very ft-eqnent. One, however,
which nre had on the 16th of J ~ l n e was
,
rather
1no1'e violent a11c1 marc serious in' its cons+
clnences than usual. The previous day
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been excessively hot, and the atmosphere peculiarly murky. This continued till about
twelve at noon on the day in question, when
suddenly there came a blast of wind from the
S. W., accompanied by such a deluge of rain,
that the sand and dust which it raised were
converted into flying mud, and all the tents
in camp (with two exceptions) were levelled
in an instant, burying the unlucky inmates,
who crowded forth only to be pelted by the
pitiless storm of mud. Intermingled chairs,
couches, and even heavy boxes, were whirled
away, and turned over and over like dry
leaves. Many mere destroyed, and some
found afterwards, a t a considerable distance
from camp. The mess bungalow of the 8th
regiment, N. I., was entirely destroyed, and
the tables all broken by the falling roof; the
strong poles of which the bungalow mas built,
were twisted and snapped as if in the grasp
of some enormous giant. The hospital of
11. M , 41st regiment, and that of the artillery,
were unroofed, and a new bungalow, which I
had just finished, had the verandah torn away.
The blast continued only for a few seconds;
if it had been prolonged, me should not have
had a house standing on the continent.
About three miles from camp is some table
7

land overlooking the sea, to whicll solnc of the
ladies had given l l ~ ename of Clifton. Two or
three small bungalows \irere built here, and it
was a favourite resort to spend " a long day ;"
oflicers who were unwell also pitched their
tents there, for thc enjoyment of the sea breeze.
To this place we frequently went out to spend
a day or two, and it would have been highly
amusing to our fi-iends at home to witness the
formidable preparations requisite for such an
expedition. W e were living in what is called
" camp fashion," i. e., every inan was supposed
to have just the quantity of furniture recluisile
for himself, and no more ; so that unless you
seut everything to the friend's house to which
you were going, yo11 ]lad no right ~vhatevcrto
expect to find it provided for you ; consequently
n7ehad on these occasions lo pack u p and send
beds, chairs, cups, plates, lrnives, forks, spoons,
kc., &c. ; each guest also bringing a servant or
two, wit11 forage for his horse or horses, and
the whole body forming a large caravan. Here
is a fine sandy beach, affording. space for a
long ride mhen tlie tide is out; above it the
sand-stonc rocks rise very boldly, and though
sadly wanting verdure, of which there is not n
blade or leaf, have vcry picturesque forms.
Prom the table land on the summit of these
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rocks is a most extensive view of the sea, and
the rocks at the entrance of the harbour,
which bear a distant resemblance to the
Needles at the Isle of Wight, but differing in
colour, and not so pointed. The surf, especially during the monsoon, dashes with a perpetual roar upon the beach, and the sea breeze
produces, though at so short a distance, a
totally different clirnate from that of the cantonment, the effect of which is exceedingly invigol.ating and refreshing. There mas something highly entertaining in the wild, simple
kind of life which we led in our excursions to
this spot. The rudeness of the habitations,
constructed of mud and native mats, the camplike appearance of everything around, horses
picketed in the open air, servants in Mussulman, Parsee, Hindoo, and Sindee costumes,
.
caps and
black beards, and various .coloured
turbans-formed a' tout ensemble of very picturesque kind, especially if heightened, as it
often was, by one or two travellers upon camels
joining the group.
Another point of attraction was a spot, about
eight or nine miles distant, called the Mugger
Tullao,' or Alligator's Tank, the shrine of a
Rlahommedan saint of some celebrity. The
account of a pic-nic party to this place on the
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7 t h J u l y inay afford sonle alnusemcnt to m y
reaclers. T h e party consisted of Major Sanclwith and Captain Stcuart, 8th liegt. N. I.,
t w o young ensigns, jnst arrived, and myself.
A tent, furniture, provision, &c., for five persons, n7el*esent out on canicls, a t noon, nrit]l
ten servants, ancl a t about 4, P. nr. wc follo.tved
o n Iiorsebaclc. Our route lay over a plain, intersected by the dry bed of a river, to a cllain
of I-ocky liills about five miles distant. A s we
apl)roaclied t h e pass whish led through this,
t h e road l~ccamemore narrow and difficult ;
Ire had to thrcacl our way through masses of
roc]<, and up peculiarly hard ancl flinty stones,
worn to n polisli by 1)eing often t~~avcrsccl.A t
length we 1-eaclied tllc crown of the pass,
wllicll opened upon a11 cstcnsive valley, wit11
fa]. moi-e verclure than on thc I<uracliee side,
arid bountled b j niore distant hills of exceediiigly bold fol.111. I n the bottom of the vallcy
.trras the Alugger Tullao, thiclrly wooded with
tlates and other trees, stailding as an onsis in
t h e desert, with thc nrhitc doinc of the shrine
rising froin t h e midst of the grove. N7e first
arrived at two tombs, elaborately carved in
sand-stone, and very perfect. 1 was struclr
.trritli thc very greal resemblance which tlicy
borc in shape to tlic monuments with heavy
C
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stone canopies, of about the time of Elizabetl~
or James I. ; that of EIizabetl~in IVestminste~.
Abbey might serve for an exunple. Tlie
dome of one had fallen, a i d cncun~hereclthe
interior with its ruins. Tlie devices \rel.c
principally scroll and cliamond worlr; the
carving, thougl~not very bold, was elaborate
in design, and neatly executecl. Passing on,
we entered tlle moocl, which archecl gracefully
overhead, and
one of our party, \ r ~ l ~ o
mas ahead, criecl out, " There's a mugger !" I
looked in the directiol~ in which he pointed,
and saw an alligator, about seven feet long,
bnslting under a tree. I viewed it with interest, as it mas the first I had seen alive,
But at the same time with some degree of
apprehension. Wy companion, however, to
whonl it was not a novelty, sprung froin his
horse, and threw a heavy stone at it; w l ~ i c l ~
sonnded 011 its side as if it hacl struck a piece of'
timber ; it p v e a gl-oan, and began to waddle
sluggishly away towards the tank, showing no
inclination whatever to resent the affront. We
passed on, and founcl the tent pitched under a
tamarind tree, one of the most magnificent
trees I have ever seen. W e joined the rest of
oul' party near a hot spring, which issties from
the rock on which the shrine of the saint is
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built. Tlie teml~eratore was about ninetyseven degrees, and the water perfectly clear,
with a sulphni~eoussmell. There is anothcr
spring about half a mile distant, the temperature of wliich is one hundred and twenty tlegrees. TVe then went to the Alligator's
Tnnk, and beheld about a hundred of these
sluggish animals, from one to twelve feet long,
lying baslring on the banlrs, or in tlie shallo\v
water, with the mud calred white on their
baclrs by the heat of the sun, showing that they
must have been in the same position for hours.
There was one enolSmous beast, called by the
natives Moor Sahib, who had taken up n
small tank for himself, and seemecl tlie only
one who was really savage ancl disposed to
be mischievous. Poor fellows! times arc?
sadly changed with them. Formerly they
lived in great dignity and sloth, the objects of
respect and veneration to all around; but
now, two or three times a week come aparty of
galloping " griffins," and thereupon they are
polted, and pelted, and worried out of their
lives, thougli I must confess they bear it mitli
exemplary patience.
Before retiring to rest in the evening, we
had prayers. I t was an interesting occasionchristian worship in the very precincts of a
c 2
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~Ialio~nmeclnn
shrine; and I trustnrepl-ayed the
more earnestly for the downfall of the false
prophet, from the considerntion that nre were in
one of his strongholds. I had n cottcll on the
open side of thc tent. I t was n beautiful
nloonlight night, aacl I lay watching the beams
as tl~eyshone on the top of the shrine, ancl
tipped tlie plnme-lilce lieacls of the date trees
till I fell aslcep, soon, however, to be anralceneci by one of my young friends, ~ v h onrhisi~ered in lily ear, " D o you lcno\v there is u
mugger nritl~in ten yards of the tent, and
(pointing to n bus11 at n very short distance)
lie is jast behind ihat; I could not slcep, ancl
nearly stepped on him while wallcing out in
tlie moonlight."
I started lip at once, and sure enough there
he mas, about seven fect long, with l ~ i shead
~ o i n t i n gin tlie dil*ectionof the tent, the whole
side of mllich was open. I was puzzled ~ v l ~ a t
to do I did not like to lie c1on.n again while
he \\-as there, not lrnon~ingthe habits of thesc
creatu~.es.and mhetlier the sluggishness of t h e
day might not be exclianged for activity during the night. However, at length we determined to leave him where he mas, ancl wait t h e
progress of events. W e both lay down, ancl
cast many a11 anxious glance to\vards the bush
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bellind which our enemy lay, my conlpanion llaving his gun ready at a moment's notice, in case of R charge froni the foe. But
&Iorpheus would have his way, ancl soon
rneiglled our eyelids down, and steepecl our
senses in forgetfulness," in spite of the mngger. Ancl at the morning's damn we traced the
zig-zag trail of the matldlii~gbeast in the direction of the tank, and tlecicled that muggers
were as great drones by night as by day.
The day was spent by tlie elders of the
party in reading and sketching, and by the
youngsters in shooting wild pigeons and chasing nlnggers. A long day of enjoyment it mas.
~ l ; edeep shade of the trees preservecl us fi-om
the scorching heat, and our pleasure was witliout .z drawback. Before returning. lioine I went
to view the shrine. The ascent is by steps c u t
i11 the rock, ancl covered with chunarn (ceinent). The tomb is something like those before described, only built up a t the sides,
instead of being supported, as they are, on
columns. T l ~ eshrine is under the dome ; it is
of open work carved in wood, like the screenwork, of later date and infcrior taste, in some
of our country churcl~esat home. I t is Iiung
rouncl with votive offerings of silk ancl \?elvet
of the gayest coloui~s, glittel.ing ~ r i t htinsel,
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like tlie heart-shaped pincushions
our grandmothers used to wear at their
sides. A little building outside the door of
tile tomb contained seven or eight Irettledrums of various sizes, with which, at tlie
tillles of prayer, they innlte a most discordailt
clamour.
The view from this tomb was beautiful, and
the quiet and coolness in tlie mingled twilight
and moonlight most soothing. Numbers of
men, women, and cllildren, were paying their
evening devotions at tlie shrine; thcy prostrated tliemselves at the thl-eshold, touching it
with their hands, and then applying their
liands to their foreheads. Some of the more
devout bowed down till their foreheads touched
it. They then entered and sat; on their heels,
\\.it11 their palms spread, like persons waiting
to receive alms; and a moollah repeated a form
of' prayer, which tlie rest followed in a low
~llurmuringvoice. Nothing could be more
lluuible than the attitude assumed. Some of
the old men seen~edexceedingly fervent, and
their countenaiices expressed much seriousness
of devotioil ; amoilg the young folks there was
much of the same levity which we too frequently see among children i n our own
churches; while jabbering over the praycrs,
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they frecluently stole a glance at us with their
large dark eyes, and gave us R smile. They
are, for the lllost part, beautiful children, both
boys and girls, and exceedingly fair ; the men
have rloble features, and would be very fine
loolring, but for their sordid filthiness of
habit.
Two filkeers sat outside the shrine to receive
the contributions o f u the faithful," and a riclic ~ ~ l o ualtercation
s
took place between one of
them and a sturdy dame, either as to the
amount of her donation, or because she had
given nothing at all. She seemed, like some
of our liherals at home, decidedly for a cheap
religion. The scene wllic11 we llad witnessed
fill.nislled mattel. for our own evening pmyers,
that these poor people might be taught the
" 111ore excellent way."
Besides these objects of interest, there were
l~lanycalls of duty, and serious occupations
of a cllristinn and ministerial character. 1
went up to Icurnchee with rather a desponding feeling as to the impracticability of carrying on clerical duties in the field ; but in this
idea I found myself agreeably disappointed.
TITe Iiad two regular services on Sui~days: in
the morning at the mess-roo111 of I-I. 31. 41st
regiment, and in the evening in a large bun-
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galow of Blajor Sanclwith's. The congregatiolrs were very attentive, and the increase of
their rrumber clieei-ing. There was also a very
pleasing school of about fifty cllildren, connected vvitl~tlie clep6t of I-I. IS'!. 40th ~ ~ e g i ment; this con~prisedonly tlie younger children and girls, the elder boys being with the
regiment at K\vettah. I foulld lllucll usefnl
occul,ation in visiting and superintencling this
school during tllc week, and added to it a
Sunclay-school, in \vhich I fomnd very Bind
assistance fi+oin ~ 0 1 1 1of'
~ tlie ladies and oficers
at the station.
Tlic hospitals presentecl a field of Iaboul. less
pleasing: to flesh and blood, for a field hospital is a crolvdecl uncomfortable placc, with
little opportunity for private connnlunicatiorl
wit11 tlne patients, mllo lie so closely together
that every word llnust necessarily be overheard
by thosc on the right and lcf't; but not less
important than the scllools, foi. there were
many afflicted slid distressed in milid nnrl
body, alld needing the balm of consolation;
nor less salutnl*y to one's own mind, for there
was mucl~,particularly in the 11umbe1.s of the
young and strong, cut down, dl-ied up, and withered, by the rapid march of tropical disease,
which tended to impress upon the lieart
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solemn sense of t h e uncertainty of life, a~iclthc
necessity for redeeming the time. M y sympathies also were pomerfillly called forth by
the circumstances of loneliness and clesertion
of those who, as fellow-countrymen and fellow-christians, had every claim upon my lcindness and aid. I recollect one instance in particular, which, if these notes shonld fall into the
hands of young persons of a restless and discontented disposition a t home, longing to
I~renIc from the control of a parent or a
master, may serve t o show the hollowness of
those glowing pictures of eastern enjoyment
with which designing persons a r e apt to dazzle
the youthfill ~nincl.
TVhile conversing wit11 n sick man, I observed, in a farther bed, a youllg lad of about
nineteen, whose remarkably liandsonlc countenance appeared to indicute soine deeper
feeling than Inere pain of body : his linntls
were clasped, and his lips moving. I went
up to him, and said, " You seem to be very
ill -"
" I alu indeed, sir," he replied; turning liis
d a r k eyes upon 111e ; " I a m sick both in body
and soul."
" W h a t is it that distresses your n ~ i i ~ c l ?I"
aslred, taking nig seat on the side of his bed.
c5
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Lt 011,sir," he said, in a lorn tone, " I a111
sucll a sillnei*! and I feel," striking his Iieart,
I feel as if I could not repent as I wish, and
I cannot pray properly, ~ i y l ~ t j i ' oIAC
~ nAeart."
H e wept as he spoke. I told him of the
grace mhicll softens the heart, and enables us
both to repent and to pray. I told him of the
blessed Saviour who diccl for sinners, who declares, " I-Iinl that cometh unto me I will in
no \\rise cast out." H e confessed to m e that
he lint1 given may to habits of drinlring and
swearing, kc., but said t l ~ a he
t liad been well
brought up, and taught to read and write.
'' I mas a very good boy," he said, '' till lriy
fntlier died. I was the eldest of the fkmily ;
my lnotlier could not coiltrol me, and I went
into all evil. The worst company was the
bcst 'for me; and I ran away and left my
motller. My poor mother !" he repeated,
and clasped liis hands, while tears filled his
cyes.
I was mucll affected, and could have wept
wit11 him. H e seemed to have derived considerable benefit from the hospital service, and
regretted much that his ill~iessprevented his
reading.
" I like to hear you, sil.," he said, " nnd how
kind it is to come and try to instruct us. Tliere
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is a God in lieuven will relvard you for it, for
7ve never can."
I told liiin that we must all take our place,
as unpi.ofitable servauts, as suppliants for
mercy, and not claimants for reward. O n
ailother occasion, lie told me he felt easier in
inind since he had unburtliened Iiis nleiital
load to me. I: reminded him of David's reI said, I mill consolution and its effects.
fess my sin ullto the Zorcl, and so thou forgt~vestthe iniquity of my sin." I founcl he
was a native of I-Ierefurdsliire, and his Father
had been bailiff to a gentleman there, and t h a t
the persuasioiis of evil coinpanions llacl induced Iiini to enlist. I-Ie had been in Inclia
about one year. Poor fellow! contrasting the
con~forts and cleanliness of a Herefordshire
grange with all the rniseries of a bad hospital
in temporary barraclts, I could not but; think,
" How soon arid Iiow bitterly liave you tasted
tlie wages of sin even in this world !" EIis
uiilcindiiess to his mot,lier seemed to weigh
deeply on his mind. H e told me h e l ~ a dreceived two letters from her some months
before.
'L I t vexcs me,"
h e said, " more about h e r
tlian inpself, now I come to think of it."
" Poor wolnan!" I said mithiu myself,
'(

8 0

a blessing that you do not just now
]<now tile state he is in, for with the impossibility of gelting to your boy, it would be
almost more tllan human nature could support."
0 , sir," lle excltiimccl, after a pause, " i f
I could once get I~ome,I mould have donc with
soldiering !"
So, many, nlally beside him have said, for
this is b ~ i onc
t ainong multitudes of such cases,
which c o ~ u cunder the eye of a military chaplain: but the rash step, as usual, is far more
easily taken tl~nilretrncecl.
I n such vai*ieiIoccnpations passer1 my time
at ICu~acl~ee,
until, on the 9th of II)ecembel.,
1841, I receivcd instructions from the 13ishop
of Bombay to proceed, by the Erst good op~ o r t u n i t y ,to 'Iianclal~ar,and join H. M. 4Otli
regiment, \~~hicll
had proceeded thither from
IC~vettal~
soine months before.
On Sunday, tlie 12th, I toolc leave of 1113'
congl.egntion, in n farewell sermon, 114th deep
feelings of ~ ~ c g r cfor
l , I had received much
lrindness from them, and on thc Monday, acldressed myself to t h c task of making preparations for my long and uuccrtain expedition.
On Tuesday, tlie 14111, at gun-fire, Captain Thomas, of the 8th regiment, N. I., w h o
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was going the same route, as far a s Shikarpore, and myself, mounted our horses, i d
rode to Jemedar ki Lande, fourteen miles.
Here we founcl a hut, intended to serve a s a
traveller's bungalow, at which our servants
a i d luggage, which had been previously despatched, had arrived. I t was a be~ll~tiful
and
cool morning, and the ride more diversified
than I had expected in this desert. T h e first
part was roclry ; we came then to winding
roads, through tall tamarislr jungle, gij-ing a
distant resemblance to some o f t h e lane scenery
a t home; then we passed to a wide plain, with
the first grassy turf I had see11 for marly a clay.
This renlinded me exceedingly of some of t h e
healthy commons in Bel.lrshire, though far
more barren ; we saw abunclance of black all11
grey partridge in various parts of the road.
TVe arrived in good appetite folb brealrftwt,
\vhich we found our servants liad prepared.
This traveller's bungalow is built of mod, with
two rooms, one for living and one for cooking,
the former has one large opening a t the encl,
admitting abundance of light; doors there a r e
none, which is a gnarantee that t h e surrounding country is not infested by ally ilangcl*ous
beasts of prey. TVe diried a t t,hree p.ar., a n d
sent on our kit, wliicll was on its way Ly half-
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four P.M., two camels remaining, with two
servallts, to bring our beds, &c. in the morning.
TVc tool< s walk in the evening to a considerable nuinber of' Mussulman tombs, on the
ridge of a hill, about one rnile distant. Their
cl~al.acteristicswere much the same as those I
liad sketched at the Mugger Tallao, b u t they
llad this peculiarity, that the sex and r a n k of
tile party were indicated by a turban carved
at the end of each tomb, and differing in shape
according to tlie quality and sex of t h e cleceased. W e retired to rest, after prayers, in
this n ~ u dliorel, and slept soundly, without
door, or guard, 01, defence of any kind, either
from mall or beast. Ail hyena mas heard
munching and cracking bones o~itside,a n d
the jaclcals kept up a dismal yelling. U s e
reconciles one to any thing and everything, biit
what a situation mould this appear to o u r
friends at home !
15~11.Mo~intedat sunl.ise, and rode sixteen
ii~ilesto Tanda, tIii.oug11 a country differing
considerably in appearance from that of t h e
previous march. The ground mas much ]nore
broken, and we crossed some deep ravines,
and the dry beds of three tolerably broad
rivers. O n this march we fell in with a wing of
the 23d regiment, N.I., co~nmalidedby Cap-

LOWER SINDE.

39

tain Scott, and congratnlate~lthern on cominy
clozun, while they condoled 111ith us on going
up. Arrived at a small BIahommedan mosque,
or musjid, now appropriated as a traveller's
bungalow, and found breakfast ready. I t as
a singular circumstance that a clergyn~anand
a cl~ristian officer should be found offering
morning prayers in a Mahorn~neclal~
temple !
The interior of this musjid was very prettily
coloured, in a inanner resernblii~g English
stencilling.
16th. BIounted a t sunrise; the kit had bee11
previously sent toGarrn(t\velve miles). D u r i n g
these rides, and on this morning in particular,
we saw several curious appearances of mirage.
The effect of this mist madc Garra appear like
a, splendicl fortress, will1 a kcep ancl flag-staff,
loolcing much like 7Vindsor Castle. Arrived,
wc found its splendours vanished, and i t
cI\vindled illto a miserable collectiou of mud
liuvels on a creek of the sea. T h e travellers'
bungalow was worse than the poorest cart-shed
in Engldnd, and witl.lal exceedingly dirty.
Here we breakfasted, and sent on the Lit to
Gougah, retaining only enough for tifin. At
three P. nr., after tifin, monnted again, and
rode to Gouguli, (twelve niilcs,) where mc nrrived at the same t i n ~ ewith the kit. Tlic
10
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road was of a character differing still fi.om
tliose preceding. I t was frequently traversed by deep cliannels, t11roug.h wliicli, at
certain periods of the year, flow the in~liidatio~ls
of tlie Indus. These channels were crossecl
by bridges, very rude in consl;ruction, ancl
often dangerous. Tlie cntrance to Gougah was
p e t t y conlpared with what we liad previously seen. I t exhibited a large tope of trees,
sorile green tnrf, and a pieturesq1.1e m o o d e i ~
bridge, over a very cleep clianncl from t h e
Iiid~is. W e found our dinner laid in a mud
n~usjid, very inferior to that at our f o r m e r
l~altingground.
17tli. TVe proceeded to the tonibs of t h e
kings of Tattuh, a long and weary nial.ch. ' W e
liad travelled about sixty-one niiles in f b u r
days. This will seem miserdble work to p e o p l e
at liome, mlio mount a mil-1.oad carriage, ant1
Hy two Iiundred miles in ten hours; but m h e u
it is considered that we carry, not only all oui.
su~plies, but our habitations, lritcliens, k c . ,
on beasts that only travel two and a half m i l e s
an hour, i t mill not appear so extraordinary.
Thro~ighoutthis ml~oledistance we only s a w
three villages, and the country appeared very
thi~ilypopulated.
18th. W e took up our abotle aillong the
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tombs, in the nlasjicl, a vaulted room about
eighteen yards long, and four and a half ynrcls
wide, the ~vnllsabout four feet thick, with a
succession of arched doors opening on one side,
ancl one door on the opposite, opening into a
small ilnd neatly walled ellclosure, which had
once probably been a garden. From the hill, on
n~hichthis tomb stood, we comrnandecl a view
of Tattah, at the distance of abont three miles.
Finding that no steamer was expected to arrive for some days, we determined to remain
here, in preference to taking up our abode in
the dirty native town.
20th. A cluck-shooting expedition. MTe
set out, attcuded by eiglit or ten coolies, to a
t a l k about five miles off. I n our way Illither
we passecl the deserted camp near Tattah,
rnhc1.e a native corps ]lad been a l ~ u o s t destroyed by malaria, about two years before, so
that they were eventually obliged to abanclon
the spot. Several officers' houses, which must
have cost some tliousands of rupees, were rapidly fnlling to decny, and liacl become a shelter for jaclcels, foxes, kc. Arrived at the
tank, we found that our expedition mas totally
in vain, as far ;is sport was concel.ned, for the
tank mas so large, that though t11el.e were
Iiundrecls of ducks, t l ~ e ynrcl.e able to set us at
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defiance, by relllainil~gin the deep water out
of gun-sbot, and \Ire llad 110 punt or boat to
follow tilein. W e brought back only onc, and
a few snipes, but 1 was alnply rellaid by the
exnuillation of an irn~nerisecamp, said to be
the ,vork of Alexander the Great. I t is a procligiolls
to obtain earth for wliich, thc
excavation was probably xriade which forllled
the large tank, on one side of which the camp
is situ;lted. The masses of b r i c k - W O Istill
. ~ remaining, are, at a distance, like large natural
ruclrs, The labour of such a work must have
been excessive, even when sliared by so large
a host as that of Alexander, if it be, indeed,
Iiis. T l ~ i sneighbourhood has many objects of
iiiterest, and not the least are the tombs,
among mIlich we we1.e living.. I despair of
col~veyingany correct idea of thein by description, and to dram them ~vould be the
labour of months. They are called the tombs
of thc Kings of Twttah; and assuredly must
have been built by persons of high rank ant1
wealth, and conlmanding large resonibces.
They cover the ridge of a hill, about three miles
from tlie city, for several miles in lengtll.
There is an almost infinite variety of domes,
arches, and porticos; some are very large,
and form magnificent objects, and tlie ilite-
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riors, containing the tombs, are vaulted domes
of great size, solemnity, and beauty. One of
tlie largest (of which I took a sketch) is of
stone, every single stone being Leautifully
carvcd in relief. There are no figures of
men or animals, but every combination of
scroll, lozenge, square, and circle, flowered
and ornamented richly, and passages froin the
Koran, enclosed in borders of zig-zag and
scroll-work. Tlie dome of this tomb is surrouncled by a colo~lnadeof two stories, a platforin ancl a gallery above ; the whole nbont
scventy-jive feet square, and enclosed ill a
court-yard about a hundred and forty feet
square, nvitli four entrance-gates. The urches
are pointed, but the general effect is rather
that of a building in tlie Palladian style. The
walls, enclosing the court-yard, and the gates,
itre all of the saine exquisite carving and
finisl~.Other tombsare built of briclr,colourecl
and glazed, giving them the rich appearance
of tessellntecl or enamelled work ; passages of
the Koran, in large white Persian characters,
occupy pannels of a darlr blue ground, and
every variety of bolder pattern, worlted in the
same kind of bricks, mhicli are soinelhing like
1Iutcl.l tiles, only of far superior ~ ~ ~ o r l r r n n i ~ s h i l ~
and beauty of colours. All are now desolate,
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shaken, probably, by the slloclr of earthquakes, and hastening to decay; many, indeed, already in ruins. I t is literally a city of
the dead. Except a strolling falceer, who
inay take lip his habitation for a time in one
or other of these tombs, or travellers like oarselves, they are untrodden by li~lnlanfeet.
I l e r e and there a prowling jaclrall, or pariar
dog, nlay 11e seen, and thousancls of pigeons,
doves, paroquets, bats, and crows, take up
tlieii. habitation in their porticos and niches,
while porcupines a r ~ dfoxes burrow in their
founclations, the whole furnishing a melancholy instance of the transitory nature of'
eartllly splendour, and the sliorl-livecl glory
of man, even in liis higbest estntc.
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CFIBISTMAS
E v e , 1841.-We liad now bee11
l i ing
~ a wcclc anlong the tombs, s l ~ c l hacl cletcl-minccl Lo rcmove into Tt~ttah,thcre to await
the al,l.ival of tlle Indus stcnmcrs, examining,
ill the illean tiine, lvllatcver ~niglitbc wol*thg
of ~hserviltion in the towxl and immediate
i~eighbourhood, whcn intelligence arrived, in
tllecourse of the rnorning, which entirely altered
our plans. Lieutenant Robertson, 25th N.I.
hacl been escorting rr lady from Kui.achee to
Tattah, nr~don his may back, turned aside to
call upon us. F r o m him we leal-necl the
astounding intelligence of the outbreak at
Kabul, nncl the critical state of affairs in
Affghanistnn.
H e told us that several
additional corps were ordered from Boinbay, some of mhicli had arrived at I<u-
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riichee before he left, and with 19.&I. 41st
reginle~ltmight be expected at Tattahimmediately. This determined us to znakc as short
R stay as possible in the town, and to hasten
at once to the Bunder, about sis miles off, i l l
order to be in a position to avail ourselves of
the first chance of conveyance. The camels
aiid servants mere accordingly sent off. TVe
bade adieu to our sepulcl~ral dwelling, ancl
rode after them to Tattah, a miserable collection of mud hovels, with one or two more
consider,zble buildings and large mosques, tlie
re~rlainsof former splendonr. The unliealthiness of the spot was fi~llytestified by the emaciated appearance of the inhabitants; more
wretched looking people I do not remember
to have ever beheld. TVe took up our abode
at tlie travellers' bungalow, which merits some
notice.
I t mas formerly a factory. I could not ascertain its date, but it was evidently of some antiqnity, and must have been built at considerable
expense. It surrounds four sides of a quadrangle, has upper rooms of considerable elevation, with a flat roof of cement, to ~vhich
there are flights of steps. The upper story,
mithin the quadrangle, is surrounded by a
gallery, nlnch like some of the oltler inns in

London. It is built in a, l~astardG o ~ h i cstyle
of a]-cllitecture, which strongly rclninded me
of the oak screen morlc in some of the manorhouses and colleges of Jamcs the First's and
Charles tlie First's time. I t is in a very ruinous condition, hut the government liave spent
some Inorley in putting a part of it in repair,
for the nccornmodation of tl-a,velle~*s.
JFTe spent a ratller ~nel:~ncl~oly
Christ~nas
Eve, contrasting our loneliness in the olcl
ruined factory, with tlie clieerfill doings of
clap by-gone, and unable to rise irnnlediately above the stunning erect of Mr. Robertson's news in the morning. I fourid (as
in such cases I have always clone) grcat relief
from coliirnencling the absent friends .tvho111
the season recnllcd to mind, the afljirs of the
count~.y, and my own, to the protectioll of the
God of Providence, wlio cares alilce for states
and individuals.
On the f o l l o w i ~ ~morning
g
(Cliristmas Day)
we rode to the Bunder, six miles. T h e first
view of the far-famed and classic Incluu mas
not very imposing, for the effect of its width
was destroyed by a large sand-banlc in thc
middle. W h e r e our tent was nfter~vards
l~itcbccl,on its hanl<, it appeared to llic about
the width of the 'l'hames a t Grccnmich. At
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this seasoil of the year, the streain is 111ucIl
lower tllan at otllers, and although widening
gre;ltly fit some of its turns, 1 should not estimate its average \11idtIi at tliis time, bctweeri
Tattah and Sukkur, to be greater than tllat of
the Thnmes at Blackwall, even if it b e quite so
Tile shore opposite the Buildel, very
much resembled the low swampy sliore of t h e
Tllaines on the Kent side, opposite the East
India Doclcs, where ~ i r a t e son the high seas
u s e j to be hanged in chains ; but it nlantecl t h e
1,old back-g~*ountlof the I<ent and Surrey hills,
and pi.esented n cle~dsandy flat, as far ns t h e
e j e could reach. T h e stream 1iei.e was as
smooth as a mill-pond, with liere a n d tllere a.
slight eddying ripple.
A detachment of 13,M. 40th regiment was
waiting for coiiveyance, mhicli assen~blecl,
on illy irl*rival, for divine service, and I gnvc
tliem a fern words of exliortatioii on t h e
christian n~ethodof spending Cliristmirs Day.
The service was necessal*ilybrief, for the s u n
was scorching hot, and we were in the ope11
air. T l ~ i swas tlie first time I had ever officiated in the open air on shore. For Inan y
months after, I had no other canopy but t h e
sky.
In the course of the morning the Satellite
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steamer arrived. I n the evening we all dined
together, seven in number, and drank t h e
health of friends at home with deep feeling, if
not with much mirth. The captain of' t h e
steamer mas a man of considerable natul.al talent, and various and heterogeneous information, picked up here and there, ancl the conversation took a metaphysical turn, ~vllicl~
1
had little expected.
On the following day (Sunday) we had a
very pleasing service on board t h e Satellite
steamer. The captain had rigged a very neat
cliu~.chunder the awning, ancl provided seats
sufficient for his own crew and the detachment.
of 13.M. 48th regiment, which was marchcd
011 board.
I preached from Is. ii. 11, to n
very sttcntive congregation. T l ~ ecaptain appeared highly gratified, and said it was t h e
first time he had had an opportunity of attending divine service for two years. Alas! how
can we wonder that baptized Christians, under
such circumstances, almost relapse in to absolute heathenism, or a practical heathenism,
which is even worse stilI. The wonder is that
they retain such a sense of religion as we find
amongst them. I n the evening I had a service in my tent, at which ten non-commissioned officers and privates attended. While
D
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lve stayed at the Bander, the shrieks and yells
of the ,jaclrals, during the night, were more
awful aucl cloleful than I ever heard before.
Judging from the noise, there must have been
iunn~ense herds of them. The cry is like the
shriek of a liurnan being iu intense agony.
Tuesday, 28t11, was employed in packing
and einbarki~~g.A large flat, which had been
constructed to hold a pinnace, taken up t h e
Inclus as a present to Runjeet Sing, was now
in tow of the steamer, and in these t\vo vessels wcre distributed between four hundred
and five hontlrecl European and native troops.
There were six oficers, including myself, who
had to divide a small cuddy and two v e y j sillall
stern cabins anlongst us. The officer commanding had one of these stern cabins ; Captain Thomas and I obtained the other between
as, in which, with some contrivance, we managed to stow our beds. I passed a feverish a n d
ancomfortab~enight, through the intense closeness, and perpetual noises on deck, 1~11ich i n
these iron vessels are, I think, far more painfhlly heard below than in those of timber,
~vhichis iieedless.
29th. Going on deck in the morning,
found me were proceeditlg up the Indos, a t
the rate of about four knots. The current
8
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ivas very strong, ancl sand-banks frequent, so
that before ten ,i.nf. we 11ad grounded twice.
There is no guarding against these haulrs, for
so loose is the soil of the country, and so
largely is the stream impregnated v i t h it, t h a t
the slightest impediment, the stump of a t r e e
fbr instance, lodging, will cause a bank i n rz
few hours. The channel, in Inany parts, is,
perhaps, not more than three or four feet cleep
at this season, and though every vessel that
plies on it is flat-bottomed, even that does not
prevent their perpetually g~~ounding. T h e
west bank presented a perfectly flat and uninteresting field of sand, or rno1.e pl-ope].ly mud.
The east banlt was beautifully diversified with
\vood and thick jungle, and the bank itself
looked much lilre a park mall of challry stone.
I t was quite perpendicular, and formed by
strata of earth, resembling courses of masonry.
As the sun declined, we came to anchor near
the bank, and both Europeans and natives
went on shore, where the latter immediately
kir~dledfires for cooking. As I walked t}le
deck of the steamer, the effect of these nulnerous little fires, with the varioi~sgroups Standing or crouching around them, a r d the lnooll
rising large and broad in the back-ground,
D 2
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and tllro~ving a long ripple over the \lratel',
was \vild and beautifill in the extreme.
In the morning, a mount at some distance,
011 the north bank of the river, was pointed
out as n, reputed camp of Alexander the Great
-it nlucll resembled the one I had seen a t
Tsthll. Tile Sl~ikarghurs,or hunting chases
of the Ameers of Hydrabad, mere very beautiful during the whole of this day's course.
01-namental as tlley are, it is a melancholy
reflection that the finest soil in the country
should be rendered useless for the amusement
of these despots, and reminds one of the depopulating acts of some of our early N o r m a n
kings for the saine purpose. W e hoped to
have llnd a ramble in these wilds, b u t t h e
night turned ont so tcnlpestuous, cold, a n d
wet, that no one could go on shore.
About noon, on the following day, we were
opposite t h e Rcsidency at Hydrabad, on t h e
soutll banlr of the river. W e saw nothing of
the to\vn, which is at some distance from t h e
river. The Residency is a convenient house,
with n spacious drawing-room, rather l a r g e
than well-proportioned. The grounds around
i t are pretty, and appeared to greater advantage from the barren hills and l~lains,to which

.
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my eye hacl so long been accustomed n t Kurachee. A part of the colnpouncl was fencecl
off, and had some very beautiful specimens of'
deer and antelopes. We found the poli~;ical
agents there, Captains Leckie and Christnll,
entertaining a party, consisting of two Bengal
officers and a lady, on their way to Bombay.
We spent a very pleasant evening, and were
I ~ I U C ~delighted
I
with the lady's superior performance on the guitar.
At half-past eleven, P.M, me took leave of
our hospitable entertainers, and set off to return to tlie steamer, which had gone to a wood
station, about a mile up on the opposite side
of the river; and here commenced a chapter
of petty accidents and miseries.
I have before mentioned the multitucles of
sand-banks, and the difficulty of finding the
channel ; and though it was a clear mooalight
night, and the same crew had twice l~cfore
l~lade the trip during the day, our Tynclal
(cockswain) very soon lost his traclr, and w e
found ourselves among the sand-banks ancl
shallows. My companion soon lost all patience, and the extinguishing of 11is cheroot,
\vithout the possibility of procuring a light,
colnpleted his disgust, arlcl he sonnclly ratecl
the unfortunate Tynclal, who, of course, be-
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calne mo1.e stupid and bervilclered. For holllSs
we were poking about, grounding every five
lllinutes, and sending the crew t o wade on all
sides, to find sufficient water. The vociferations of niy impatient companion, ancl the h a l f
crying expostulations of the poor natives, and
the vilci~ntstupidity of the Tyndnl, were ludicroris enough, and for about three l ~ o u r sI
kept up heart, ancl laughed merrily at the nbsurdity of ushei,ing in the new year in such a
situation, A t the encl of that time, finding
that we were still opposite Hydrabad, I began
to despair of getting to the stcanlei* a t all.
The boat, meantime, had becorne iniserably
wet from tlie crew perpetually getting in a n d
out, a heavy dew had soaked even through
n ~ ycloak, my feet were cold and damp, ancl 1
shrunk down into a state of silent wretchedness and abandonment to my fate. N o t s o
the gnllunt captain ; he mctnfblly mounted t h e
back of astout Sindee, and inade sever.nl excnrsions to see if it were possible, by wading, t o
reach the west banlr, proposing that, if this
could be effectecl, we should walk t o t h e
steamer, and leave the boat and crew to shift
for themselves. Again and again he returned
disappointed, but with undiminished energy.
.At lengtli we found the channel, the men
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to their oars, and we t110ugllt we were
all right, but after they had Leer1 pulling fbr
solne time, 1distinctly perceived, from watching the trees on the bank, that nre were gradually going baclr~vard. I suppose, poor
creatures, they were benuinbed and exliausted;
however, this mas no time for pity. I called
tlle attention of my co~npanionto tlie circumstance, and me both joined, by alternate threats
and ~rouiises, in stimulating these unfortunates to greater exertion, At length, after
five hours and n half spent i n this pleasant
~redicnment,we managed to reach the stcamer
just as they were getting up the ~ t e a n for
l the
morning's start. W e t , jaded, and comfortless, we turned into bed. Proviclentially no
cold, fever, or evil results ensued, but it will
be long ere I fbrget tlie ushering in of a. D.
1842.
On Sunday (January 2) it was proposed
to have two services, but unfortunately at
ten o'clock the boat iran on a sandbank, and,
in spite of every effort, remained there till
sunset, and rendered divine service impossible.
Tlie whole day was spent in sad confusio~~,
noise, and labour, in abortive attempts to get
her off. I felt thankful that I had a p l i t e of
retirement even amidst all this bustle, a11d
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found comfort in prayer to my heavenly Father, for myself, my fellow-passengers, and my
dear friends who were far anray.
On the evening of Jan. 3, we anchored
undel. a high bank, and I went on shore mith
a party, and plunged into one of the Shikarghurs. I t mas a thick tainarislc jungle, in which
I mas astonished at the freqnent tracks of the
mild hog, and the pieces of ground turned over
rooted up by tliese animals; there must have
been l~und~~ecls
about, but me saw none. We
~vanderedtosome distance, and returning along
the bank of the river, a very lively scene was
pesented, by the elnbarking of some calnels
to cross the river. There was a steep inclined
plane dug through the bank to the edge of
the water ; the camel mas brought to tlie top
of this, and a couple of strong lines.fixec1 to
the cartilage of the nose, by which he is
led and guided, like some wiser people; the
ends of tliese cords vere given to two men,
~vhodragged wit11 all their might, while the
rest belaboured the haunches and flanks of
the beast mith long sticlcs, bestowing a storm
of blows till they compelled it, ronring and
holding back, to the water's edge. Here a
struggle ensued to get one of the fore-legs
over the side of the boat, in which sometimes
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the men, and sometimes the camel, were hustled into the water. This being effected, ancl
a1 line tied to it, the same " pressure from
without" vras applied with thc sticks, till the
bewildered animal, Iriclring, floundering, and
plunging, contrived to get into the boat, where
it mas made to kneel down, and secured ; and
anotlier underwent the sanlc discipline, till
tlie boat was filled. T h e frantic gestures ancl
aniu~atcdscreams of the Sindees, with their
pictui.esque drapery waving in the setting s u n ,
whose slanting beains overspread the bronc1
tranquil river, produced a. striking effect, though
with solue mixture of the luclicrous.
On tlie next day we came in sight of the
Lalikee mountains, Sor~ninga towering background to the landscape. Thc commancler of
the stealner pointed out some clianges in the
channel of the river since he had first navigated it, only three years since, mhicli were
perfectly astonishing.
Wednesday, (5th,) getting nearer to the
mountains, the forms of which developed
theniselves with great boldness, their precipices, broken peaks, deep ravines, h ~ ~ inasses
ge
of rock piled together, and ovcrlianging as if
the sligl~testslioclr \vould tuinl~lethcin on our
heads, and \vitl~oula blade of grass or any liind
D 5
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except here ant1 there a solitary
tamarislr bllsl~ waving froin a cleft in t h e
crag. JVe saw the remains of the roacl over
\rhicl, tlle :vmy of the Indus, under Sir J o h n
(now Lord) Iceane, msrclied in 1839. The
rivcr has so altered its position since that pei.iod, that the wliole of the plain below those
llills on whicli the army then encamped, is
now carried away, and the stream washes t h e
very base of tlie n~ountains. This day we witnesscd a practice whicli is, I believc, peculiar
to this river. Several Inen were floating down
the strcam on large mutkshs (earthen jars of
spherical form, with small mouths.) T h e y
place tlle pit of the stomacli upon the mouth
of the jar, and float, lying upon it, precisely
in the attitude of a frog, occasionally paddling
wit11 the feet and hands. I n the fishing season, I am informed, they may be seen b y
l~untlrcds,catcliing tlie fish with a triangular
net, and popping them into the jar, sliglitly
raising the body for tlie purpose; most of
these n ~ e ntowed anotlier mutlrah by a string
behind them. Thoug.11 they seenled perfectly
at their ease, I believe some ridiculous accidents have Iiappened, and dangers been incurred, by Europeans endeavouring to imitate
them. The day mas cloudy and cold, and as

of verdure,
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t l ~ eevening closcd in, immei~se+locks of clnclis
and geese flew across the river, in the dircction of the mountains. The country appears
to abound in wild fowl.
Going on deck on the next morning, (6th,)
I was deliglited with the beauty of the highest
g r o u ~of the mountains, of uncon~monlybold
outline, lying in deep purple shadolv, with n
lively green foreground of young tamarisk
bushes, on the bank of the river. W e appeared to have made but little progress sinceyesterday noon; indeed, the windings of the
river are so capricious and extraordinary, that
after steaming for several miles, you find
yourself i n the same relative position wit11 the
objects in the landscape, nncl exccpt that a
narrow tongue of land separates you fro111
them, i~lmost as near as you were bcforc.
About ten o'clock, A . nr., we nnchorcd a t a
wood station near Sehwuu, w11ei.e is a very
remarkable fort, wliich I suppose has as fair
claims to be referred to Alexander the Great
as any of the various stations concerning
which conjecture has been hazarded. The
fort and town stand on the river Arral, a.
tributary stlgean1to the Indos. I got a point
for R sketch. I n the extreme baclrgl.ounc1 were
a part of the Lukkee mountains, the centre wns
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filled up by Alexander's fort and the town;
the right and left bounded by tamarisk trces ;
t h e front was a beautiful bend of the Arral,
by groups of Sepoys, performing
ablutions, and washing linen in the stream, or
*reparing for cooking on the banlc. I regretted exceedingly that I had not more time ;
for while I was occupied with the sketch,
some of our party went to the town, clilnbed
the fort, nnd examined some of the lnosclues ;
a n expedition in which I would willingly have
joined. I-Iaving finished iny sketch I followed
them, and came near the town, but met them
before I had crossed the ferry. I t presented,
from this distance, a view of considerable
Orieiltal beauty. The bed of the river, left in
a great manner dry by the narrowing of t h e
stream, ~vhichlay as smooth as a mirror, was
covered with native groups, women in gay colours, men in waving drapery of dark blue ;and
tlie sound of their chanted songs, modulated to
n pleasing tone, floated across tlie water.
The opposite bank rose gradually, dotted with
some fine overhanging trces, and about halfwny up mas a mosque, of much apparent architectural beauty, with three domes. I-rouses
of every variety of form and material peeped
from among tamarisk trees. The illlmense
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masses of the fort, rugged and crumbling,
frowned on the right, with the q ~ ~ i stream
et
winding round its base; while the range of
tlie Lulrkee hills towered high on the left.
I have seldon~ looked on a scene of more
tranquil beauty ; all its unpleasing featnres
(for a native town is never witllout them)
were concealed by the distance. The fort of'
Alexander mas described to me as composed
of' the same inlmense masses of brickwork a s
the one I had seen near Tattali, but with
more perfect architectural remains, arches,
bastions, kc. I was much arlnoyed a t being
compelled to hurry back to the boat without
examining- it, for after all, we were much
longer at the statio~lthan the hour stated, ancl
might have had ample time for this purpose ;
and the indescribable babel of tongues, a n d
clumping of billets of mood, formed a vexatious contrast to the tranquillity of the scene
I had left.
Poor Davis, a recruit of H. M. 40th, died
daring the night; he had been very sick o f
bilious fever from t h e time we left Tattah, ant1
grew gradually weaker and wealrer. I-Ie had
the chn~.acter of a quiet inoffcnsive lad, b u t
appeared exceedingly ignorant upon religious
subjects, as indeed they c o m m o ~ ~ are.
ly
The

condition of the European soldiery in
count1.y is very painful to a Christian ~ n i n d .
A profane and nauseous habit seems to prevail among them, of interlarding their ordinary
conversation with sllch blasphelllous and filllly
expletives as renders it most revolting to
be Lrought into close contact with them, as
one must be on the declc of a small steamer.
Tlre use of such expl.essions is no1 called forth
by excitenlent or passion, but appears to he
tlre ordinary habit; and its effect on tlie
minds, especially of young lads coming from
hon~e,must be demoralising and brutalising in
the extreme.
About ten, A . M., on the 7th January, we
arrived at a mood station on the banks of' t h e
river, where we buried poor Davis, under a
large tanlarisk tree. As the solenln words of
tlle burial service terminated, and t l ~ ethree
volleys of ~nllslietry pealed over his lonely
grave, " Poor fellow," I tho~iglit," Ilis ashes
will not probably rest even here," for such a r e
the freaks of this extraordinary strealu, that it
is not unlikely that in u few months the b a n k ,
the tree, and the village near it, will be washed
into the wllelming flood. Large Inasses of
the bank were falling with a heavy crashing
sound, during the whole of our progress t o -

day. A t night we had ii~uch difficulty in
getting to our anchorage, as the force of t h e
eddyilig current, in spite of the helm, repealedly carried the steamer's head round.
Towards evening a Sepoy fell from t h e g u n wale of the Plat, but providentially seized a
line which was floating, and was rescued.
Such is t h e force of tlie current, a n d tllc
strength of the whirlpools, that few m l ~ ofall
into the deep channel eveis escape. A w a k i n g
during the night, my mind roamed over t h e
past, the present, and t h e future. T h e d e a r
friends I had left a t home, the singularity of
my present sitoation, t h e future scenes of
peril which I might probably witness.
I
called to milid tlie vow o f Jacob, (Gen. xsviii.
20,21,) cc I f God will be wit11 mc, and lccep
me in this way in which I go, and will give
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,
s
in
until I come again to my F i ~ t l ~ e r 'house
peace, then s h d l the L o r d be my God." I
prayed that snch might b e my determination
also, and thinking sadly of tlle clemol-nlised
state of these poor soldiers, I could n o t but
feel thankful that it was m y privilege to 11roclain~to them the Lnnlb of' God who takctll
away the sins of the world.
On Sunday, the Dth, we llad c l i v i ~ ~scl.vicc
c

The noise of the
011 deck at eleven o'clock.
paddle-wl~eels so deadened the sound of my
voice, that I found i t exceedingly difficult t o
makc myself heard.
On Tuesday, the 11t11 ,soon after bl'enkfast,
]lad the first distinct
of the minaret
at Sukkur, as the river wound its devious
course. TTe hailed it with unfeigned delight,
for we were heartily tired of the muddle and
confil~ei~~cnt
of the steamer. B y degrees
the date and cocoa-nut trees increased in
numher and in height, and the banks becanie
very pretty. The houses built by the British
residents have a very imposing appearance
from the rivcr, and the old fort a t Bukkur,
especially from a distance, forms a good object
in the middle of the stream. About four P. ar.
we came to, a little below Bulclcur. Among
the crowd on shore I soon recognised my old
friend, Captain Stuart, 8th regiment, N. I.,
~ 1 1 liacl
o preceded me with the regiment from
Kurachee, who received me with his wonted
kindness and hospitality. Captain Thomas
and I were soon domiciled in his house, where
we found the ladies in good health, and llighly
delighted with the climate of Suklrur, which
at tllis seas011 was certainly very bracing and
i1rvigorating. Thus ended my fourteen days
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voyage up the Indus. I had now to ineditate a long farewell to navigable rivers, ttnd
to prepare for Inore label-ious, and perhaps
more perilous adventures by land.

CHAPTER IV.

M Y stay in Sulclcur was protracted front
Jan. 11, to Feb. 2, nrliile waitil~gfor tlie arrive1
of llie head quarters of H. M. 41st regiment
from Kuruchee, under tlie escort of \vhicli I
was to proceed through Upper Sinde, the cletacliment of H. M. 40t11, ~vithwhicli I came
up the Inclus, being detained to g:~rl.ison tlie
fort at Buklrur. I stayed about half tlie time
with Captain and Mrs. Stuart, and half wit11
Captain and Mrs. Maclean, and have seldon~
passed three weelts n~ore agreeably. The
weather was delightful, allowing one to ride
or nnlk during the ~ ~ l i o lday
e will~outthe
slightest inconvenience from the heat ; while
the mornings and evenings were cold enough
to enable us to enjoy those fire-side pleasures
to which, alien I embnrlred for India, I
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tl~ouglitI had bid a long adieu, till I sliould
revisit my native land. I t is true the station
does not admit of any great variety of ricles
01% tvslks, but the broad tranquil stream is
altvnys a pleasing object, and the Illany Ihirachee fi.iends and acquaintances who liad prececled me, and whom I was constantly meeting, gave interest to wallss otherwise uninteresting enough. I was also rnuch occ~ipiecl
in improving the siSrangen~entof my Irit,
strengthening the boxes, kc., against accidents
011 the roacl, and in the purchase of camels,
concerning the points of excellence in mliich,
though I tried to look wondrous wise, I possesscd as iil~~cli
knomlcdge as I sliould about
those of Behenloth ; nevel~theless I was fortunate enough to procure four excellent camels,
~vhicli were tlie universal admiration of behoIders; determining to lisve these four of my
own, in case of difficulty in hiring, which
might be sufficient for the carriage of things
absolutely indispensable.
T l ~ eriver here is exceedingly beautif~il,and
to it Sukkur is indebted for its pleasing features in Inore ways than one. N o t only is it a
beautiful object in itself, but to i t is attributable the verdure of the banks, with their
overhanging trees ; for the moinent you turn
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your back upon the river, and look t o u ~ a r d s
the west, the landscnpe becomes as desolate as
in every other part of Sinde. Half a mile
f l $ O ~ the banks of the river, tllere is not a
blade of grass, nor a tree, nor shrub, except
few scanty tamarisk bushes. The ground
exceedingly, presenting a number
of projectiilg rocks of horizontal strata, sometirues almost as regular as steps, rising out of
a plain of fine dust, which, when raised by t h e
jvind, forms one of the greatest nuisances of
the place; worse, I think, than the dust at
I(urachee,-which is bad enough. On these
singular pl.o,jecting rocks, the British residents have erected Iiouses ; some of then1 a r e
tombs, enlarged and surrounded by verandahs.
These are all built ofsun-dried bricks, and a r e
flat-roofed, except where the centre is formecl
by the dome of a tomb ; and the wide verandahs, supported upon ranges of square columns, have a certain architectural air, which
adds much to the appearance of the place.
There are now almost as many houses as there
can be, for each of these projecting rocks
which is accessible, is crowned with a liouse ;
and to build in the dust is impossible. A m o n g
the best buildings, and in the prettiest thoiig1-r
not the coolest situations, are the Parsee mer-
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chants' shops, and the houses of the conductors, a class of men appointed fi.om among
the non-commissioned officers of the European regiments, to act as a kind of forenlen
in the department of the coinmissariat and
ordnance. These are flourishing men, if me
may judge by the portlilless of their persons,
and the gorgeous trappings of their wives and
children, as well as from their riding the best
horses, ancl inhabitiilg the most convenient
houses of any persons at the station. T h e
Parsee shops command a beautiful view of the
river, as does also the residence of the political agent, which is on a line with them, and
has a very good garclen, but must, from its
situation, be exceedingly liot in the hot
season. Old Sultlrur is little else than a heap
of mud ruins. I t was, in fact, deserted, but
the influence of British rupees has already
aclornecl it with some new native houses. It
has one llandson~emosque, tlie dome of which
is covered with blue and variegated tiles, like
the tombs near Tattah ; and at this a remarkably fine tigress is kept at the expense of the
Hydrabad Ameers. S h e appeared fed and fattened to excess, which was just as well, for she
was in a clecayed wooden cage, the door of which
was tied with a piece of ropeyarn, so that if
10
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s]le had been inclined for roaming' there was
very little to prevent her. Thc fort at Bukk u r occupies the whole of an island in the
lnidd]e of tlie river; there are two other siriall
islands a little way below it, 0110 with a square
tonil,, surmounted by t~ donle in the centre.
Bulrkur is rather a pretty object, especially at
a distance, but it is a place of no strength;
the walls are l-uuch decayed, and \vithin, it
is a llenp of ruins. On the opposite bunlr of
the river is Roree, which I did not visit, for
the disastrous news from Kabul liad given rise
to some apprelielisions of disturbance tliere ;
but it llasa mucll greater appearance of extent
and population than old Sukknr, and lias
one mosque, apparently of considerable in]portance
I mas able to celebrate divine service regularly, and to administer the holy corninunion,
durillg my stay at Sukkur. I had morning
service at Sukkur by the kindness of Captains
Grant and Stnther, at their liouse, which had
a spacious room. All seemed gratified, for it
was long since they had seen a clergyman,
though they had almays had prayers read by
an officer.
The evening service was at
Buklrur, for the benefit of the European soldiers, who, whatever be their feelings, claim
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tllis praise, that they are invariably the most
attentive of any audience to \\rho111it has been
my lot to minister. A sketch of thc place and
nlanller of arrangement of divine service at
~ ~ k k ~will
l . strongly
,
illustrate the kind of
to which a poor chaplain is liable to be
reciuced in this can~paigninglife. T h e church
was prepared in a ruined building, which had
once had a groined and vaulted roof. This
l ~ e dgiven nay, and large masses of shattered
brickworlr seemed much inclined to follow it.
011 three sides were lofty pointed arches,
which universnlly prevail, as far as I have
seen, throngliout Sinde and Affghanistan,
The 01-tlnance depal-tmcnt had kindly issued
planks, \\lllich were laid with the ends ]westing
on empty anlmuuition bores, so that the poor
fellows had co~nforlableseats. I t was a curious and striking scene. As I stood, the
arches to tlie right and left disclosed tlie tools
and iilachinery of the ordnance workshops,
forges and anvils, carpenters' benches, lathes,
kc., erected among the crumbling ruins, which
lowered and frowned npon their sooty intruders, as an old cou~itryaristocrat might be supposeed to do upon some upstart who had establislied himself in his neighbourhood. The
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centre mas occupied by the officers and troops ;
a lofty arch behind them gave, as a baclrground,
other crumbling ruins of the fort, glo~vingi n
t h e setting sun, and surrounded by cannon,
~nortal-s,tumbrils, tents, and all the various
paral~hernaliaof modern warfare.
What a
strange contrast," thonght I, " is my present
life to the uniform routine of a curacy a t
home! Here I am feelingly convinced of
the comparative insignificance of those outward accon~panimentsof worship, concerning
m11icl1 tl~ereare often such bitter disputes a t
I~ome.While men are as eagerly discussing the
position of a pa1pit;'the decorations of a communion-table, the form of a vestment, as if
their salvation depended upon it, I am satisfied
t o get under the fly of a tent, or the shade of
a ruined mall, with a discarded packing-case
for n pulpit, to dispense the Word of Life to a s
many as will hear me. Not that the decent
solemnities of'tlle house of God are to be regarded as unimportant-indeed there is abundant
room for the exercise of a little ingenuity in
providing sorne portable ecclesiastical furniture
for a chaplain in the field ;--but surely such
external things should not be sllowed to cause
a breach of Christian charity among members
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of the same body, the church, and sharers in
tile sallie blessed hope, through one colnmon
Saviour.
While here, I had a proof that I l~iight
fairly consider myself i n the ,field, i n being
called, for the first time, to bury a, man withI since coll~mittedto
out i~ coffin. BIa~iyl~ave
the silent grave, not only without coffins, but
some without even the protection of a wrapper.
The corpse of this poor fellow, a private of
13. M. 40th regiment, wirs sowed up in his
bcdding. I thought they should have padded
it within, in order niore effectually to c o n c e ~ ~ l
the figure, for its shape was clearly shown,
indeed too clearly, looking something like an
Egyptian nlunlmy. As it was lowered into
the grave, its flexibility gave n ~ ae 1nomentar.y
shudder; it had so rnucli the appearance of
voluntary motion.
During my stay at
Sulrku~.,the native repolats with regard to
the force a t Kabul, becan~elaore and more
appallirrg, and though we tried to think then,
too dreadful to be true, yet they all at length
proved to be snbstantially correct. The news
of Burnes' death, which we had heard at
Tattah, was followed by that of Sir TV. %I.
M'Naughten, and Mr. Trevor, and his children,
the latter of which turned out a false report.
E
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TIle llegociations with Aclrbar Khan, the disastrous ~.etl.eat upon Jellttlabacl, the total anniIlilation of the force, by cold, starv:ttion, and
the enemy, with the seiznre of the ladies, mere
annollnccd ill rapid succession, kceping 11s in
a fever of anxiety and excitement, not rrnminglecI ~vitliapprehensions for the safety of Sukkur, if the iimeers of Sinde should be emboldened to lnnke a sudden attack. Nor mere
such al~l~reliensions
altogether without foandation. Such mas the infatuated and blind secarity with which matters in this country had
been condocted, or rather neglected, before
the revolt at Kabul, that I did not see a single
station fkom Icurachee to Kandaliar, which
appeared to have been planned with any view
to defence, or any recollection that the occupants mere in an enemy's country. I f a sudden attack had heen made on Suklrur a t this
period, the old fort of B u k k u r was the only
plnce to ~vllichwe could have retired with
any chance even of temporary security, and
the whole of the commissariat stores, and the
greater part of the guns, were on tlle banlr of
the river at least a mile off, with the Indus
between them and Bukkur, and totally incapable of being protected from it.
January 27th, we received the ever-welcome
* 8
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overlnnd mail, and shortly after, the guns
thundered out a royal salute for the birth of a
Prince of TVales. Poor child ! he has come
into the world in a troublous time-may God
preserve him for happier days !
On the 30th January, the head quarters of
H. M. 41st regiment wrived, nnd I begnn
consequently to get all in readiness for my
departure.
On tlle 2nd Februal~y,al: gun fire, having
seen my kit loaded, I rode to the camp of
H. M. 41st, and met Major Gore Browne, the
commanding officer. Here mas a fearfill
roaring of camels, shouting of men, and barking of dogs, with all thul; indescribable Babel
of tongues, ~vhichis always found wherever
natives have any work to clo. I n clue time the
column moved on, nnd the major and I \vallced
some distance, on account of the exceeding
coldness of the morning. W e then mounted
our I~orses,and !vent on chatting and enjoying
the coolness of the morning, now no longer
cold, but tempered by t h e rays of the sun,
and, getting gradually in aclvancc of the column, me arrived, about half-past ten, n. nr., at
Luklzee, sixteen miles. The mess-tcnt had
been sent in advance, that we might have
breakfast ready on our arrival; but when we
E 2
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canle, me loolied around in vain either for
mess-tent or Itit, and having no other resource
we sat down, looking so~newliat blank, on
sacIis of commissariat grain, where, as the
sun grew warm, I soon fell asleep. Anfaliing
after a time, I found myself suwouncled by
tire officers of the regiment, looliing very
s h a r I ~ sand
~ , betraying sundry 111arks of impatience. All in vain, however, for n o inesstent coold be found, nor did it arrive till t h e
afternoon, nor mere the wants of t h e suffel*ers
supr)licd, until six P. ar. I t appeared that the
ronvoy bad missed the road ant1 gone to another
station. Thanks to the Iiindness of nly friends
at Sulrkur, I had been supplied wit11 a substantial brcalifast before I started ; I nriis not, therefore, so badly off as many, yct even I was very
glad to hear the bugle for dinner.
The next morning, (February 3,) after a
ll~iirchof about ten miles, we reacliecl Shikarpore, aboot half-past nine A. N., and I ]nude
lny 1vay to Captain Thomas, who llad preceded
iiie from Sukknr and joined the
of his
regiment which was here. I found him preparing for brealifast by the side of a good fire,
nliicli the shar~~ness
of tlie morning air rendered very agreeable. The appearance of the
canlp was rather lively, for the head-quarters
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of the 3rd regilllent, light cavalry, hnppeiiecl
to be coming in from an opposite direction, a t
the sallle tinie with H. M. 41st regiment, both
regilne~its~vitlibands playing, &c. S h i k;irpore
is the principal town of a district, for tlle purcliase of wliich the I-Ionourable Con~panywere
then negotiating wit11 the Anleers of Sinde, ail
arrangement ~vhicli subsequently fell to the
ground. The town has an extensive trade,
aild bazaar pleiltif'ully sr~pplied; very supel-ior
carpets, silks, and shields, are manufactured
Iiere. I did not go into the town, for the r u nlours from ICaLul had produced such an excitement among the people, tliat i t mas not
considel.ed safe for a Feringee to trust hinlself'
alnolig tlleni ~vithout arms and escort. T h e
British lines, at present, arc Iittle else than dust
and mud llovels; but tlie neiglilourliood of
the t o r n has soiile fine trees. The soil is said
to be very rich and productive, and by tlie reopening of a canal from the L~dus,long disused,
it is expected to rettlise large profits.
We halted at Shikarpore till February 7t11,
during which interval the head-quarters ol'
the 8th rcgirnent, N. I., arrived there, a ~ i dI
once inore had the pleasure of' seciilg Captain
Steuart and tlie ladies, with other 1Crvachee
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On Sunday, by the kindness of t h e
agent, Lieutenant Postans, I was
enabled to assemble all tlie European troops
for divine service, in a large and commodious
room at the Residency, rn11el.e I l~~-eachecl
to
tllem from Isaiah lv. 1. I had cnllcd, the
previous day, on Lieutenant Postans, ant1 ulet
Mrs. Postans, tlle authoress of a wolsIi on
Westel-n India.
On Monday, 7tl1, \re again set out on our
nmrcl~ at gun-fire, and about half-past ten
A , nr., lialtetl at Jagun, a village with a niud
fort, and a travellers' bungalow, lately built,
on n Trery coulrnodious plan, by the British
government. A similar misfortune to that a t
Lulrkee, here hefel the mess-kit, not, ho\vever,
by the losing of the road, but because tlle cauiels,
l~avinggrown restive, had thrown their loatls,
and ran off, followed by tlie camel-men ; t h e
~ ~ e s utol t us was similar to the former,-n grievnncc of course only to young campaigners, ancl
those of tlie rcgulc~rcorps. To avoid future nlischances, three bulloclr garrees (carts,) were sent
in advance, ontler a guard, with the mess-kit for
brealrfast, the rest f ~ l l ~ w i n ~ wthe
i t hotlicr b;sggage. Here 1 began to perceive, by the additional pains and vigilance displayed ill formfriends,
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ing the camp, posting sentries, kc., that we
were getting beyond the bounds of secure travelling.
8th. Having learned wisdoln by experience,
I took care this morning to be provided with
some hard boiled eggs, beef, &c., which my
butler carried on a pony behind me, that I
might nol pass the same lenten days as on the
two former occasions. W e halted a t Janiders,
twelve miles, where is another rather extensive mud fort, and a travellers' bungalo~v
newly built. I never ~ a s s e dthrough a country which affol*ded so little scope for descripti011; it is a perfectly flat plain, with no feature
but thc tamarisk jungle, stunted and dusty,
which covers it in every direction. Near the
halting stations, where water is to be foun0,
there is generally a tree or two, but non.11el.e
else. The dust is almost suffo'ocating. This
lnorning at startiag, a couple of my ca~nc?ls
toolr. it into their wise heads to begin fighting,
with their loads on tlieir backs. I expected
nothing less thau the destruction of t h e kit ;
however, by strenuous application of t h e clubs
of the camel-men to their heads ancl ribs, they
were parted before any mischief c ~ ~ s u c d .I t
is very startling, and almost appalling, w l ~ c n
LL vagary of this kind seizes thesc enorrnons
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beasts, who are usually so placid and imperturbable. Rode tl~rough the same flat, uninteresting plain, with clouds of dust, t o Roghan,
a
exactly resembling Janidera, only with
a bungalom smaller and inferior. Nothing
call be 111ol.e similar to each other than these
nlud forts. A square 011 oblong of four iuud
walls about fourteen feet high, terminating in
a battlement of the form of a spear-head, with
a round bastion, like sr windmill, a t each corner, are the universal characteristics. The
land npllears to prodllce largely, upon irrigation, but here the water is brackisl~,and the
]lest stage is desert. This n7as the first clay I
ever travelled wit11 pistols in my belt, 111y
ghora-nala f b l l o ~ ~ ~ me
i n g with a gun c11ai.ged
with ball !
Thursday, February 10. Having halted at
Roghan till one P. fir., and made the best yrovision we could fbr water, by filling all our
empty bottles, and watering all t h e cattle,
we marclled about thirteen miles into the desert. About two nliles after starting, the
shrubs began to get more and inore stunted,
till at length we had a clear horizon exactly
like that of the ocean; the only objects upon
which the eye could rest, being the frequent
carcnses, or whilened bones, of dead camels,
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which tliickly strewed the otherwise ~erfecttly
flat
unvaried plain. A scene of illore
utter desolation cannot well be conceivecl.
Tlie surface was not sandy or shifting, but
hard and solid earth, like the levelled earthen
floor of a mud builcling. I have no doubt that
the soil is good, and that., if' supplied \17itll
water, it would be as abundantly pl-oductive as
the rest of the count,ry through which we
passed.
11th. Started early in the morning : a most
magnificent sunrise ; numerous floating clouds
of the richest golden colour, on a sky of glowing crimson. I never saw a more splendid
sunrise, for generally, I think, it is poor itlid
taiiie comparecl to a sunset. I was detained,
by thc idleness of 111yservant.., some time after
the column, and by tliis detention, lind a n
opportunity, as I rode on, of seeing the whole
cavalcacle of' baggage, &c., whicb was of course
in rear of the column. I can scarcely conceive anything that mould excite more astonishment, if i t could be exliibited in England,
than the multitudes, the variety of costumc,
kc., attending the march of a regi~neiit irl
India. Several hundreds of camels, led by
natives in every variety of picturesque Sinclii~rl
and I-Iindoostanee garh ; carte ~vhich might
B 5
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of the
tile identical stridentin plaust~~a"
classics, dri~\rnby bullocks i t h hcnvy yolres,
and i~llpelledby goads ; the irregular cavalry,
~vitlldresses in which the gayest C O ~ O were
~ ~ S
I)rougllt into the strongest contrast, their lollg
black locks flo:lting in the \\rind, their sni~nated
gestul.es, loud cries, a ~ ~quivering
d
spears,
now nrging their horses for\vard, ]low checki r ~ gtl~em in full career; the regular cavalry,
wit11 their elegnnt light blue nnifo1.111, and
systenlatic moveluents,
contrasting
wit11 t l ~ eerratic evolutions and dresses of the
irregulars ; native and European infantry ;
officers on horseback, some in furs, sonle in
cloaks, as they migl~tbest resist the cold of
the morning ; all this in the midst of a pathless and unfeaturecl desert, mas a wild and
alli~natedscene. The appearance of mirage
in this desert, mas Inore c~iriousthan I ever
saw it hefore, t11oug.11I have fi.equently seen it
early in the mol.ning, in Lower Sintle. In
some places it had exactly the appeargnce of a
large lake flowing within half' a mile, as if to
nlock poor mortals with the appearance of' that
of which there was, in fact, the g.
)leatest desti-.
tutioll. Solnetimes the camels in advance
would appear of large and unnatural size, their
bodies and loads floating in the air,
the
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legs were entirely hidden by the mirage. A
small building on the left, in tlie ~niclst of this
scene of desolation, seemed cut off at the bottom, and hangillg suspended in mid-ail.. I-Iere
also I perceived the propriety of the te1.111 applied to the camel, " the ship of the desert,"
for they appeared and disappeared on the 110rizon, precisely as a ship does on the ocean.
After proceeding for several miles, some distant appearances of vegetation mere seen
which graclunlly increased till we came to
From
Bushnree, where we encamped.
hence to Daclur the march is through Cutch
Gundnva. Tlie water here is \vretchedly ball,
both brackish and fcctid, and very difficult to
be p~~octirecl.I n the travellers' bungalow, I
found Ensigns Barker and Laurie, 21st regiment, N. I., with several other officers coming
d o w ~ to
l Icurachee sick. Barlter ~vaslooking
very pallid and thin. What a change since
h e and Bourchier made up our pic-nic party
a t tlie Mugger Tollao ! Poor Bouschier lay
inouldering at Sukkur. Bu-lter mas very much
brolren,whilst I ren~aiiledin perfect health ; and
yet, to look at the three, how diflerent woulcl
have been man's predictions ! May tlie recollection fill me with gratitude, and at the saliic
t i ~ n eremind me how frail T an1 !

The followil~gday nrc heltcd a t B n s h ~ ~ r e e ,
and here I unexpectedly fell i n wit11 Captain
Henderson, Madras Engineers, whom I had
lweviously met a t I<urtlchee, a n d I V ~ O rode
over froru I<unda to our camp-an excellei~t
Christian, mitli whom I had some very delightfill couversatio~i. H o w refreshing a r e such
meetings, under such circumstances ! H e n derson took me to the village and fort, and
introduced me to the head man, a lad about
eighteei~years old, ~vho,as well as his uncle,
liad very decidedly J e ~ v i s hfeatures. I-Ienderson
explained that I was a padre, a n~oollah; tliey
received us with great respect, and attended
us to the gatc. Their houses were wl.etched
hovels, b u t their method of storing graill was
curious, not peculiar, I believe, to Sinde, but
quite new to me. They had seine scores of
large, unburnt earthen vessels, about eight feet
high, sometliing i n the form of a large chimney-pot, with an earthen cover, and towards
the bottolll a hole with a spiggot, from which
the grain was allowed to r u n a s occasion required.
Sunday, Feb. 18-Mal,ched
at six A.M.,
HOWlittle like a Christian sabbath did it appear! After four hours, arrived a t our halting
ground, a t &herpore, and found my tent
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pitclied ancl ]settle boiling. I had sent the
servants in advance. A t one P.31. i'ead prayers,
and exllorted the sick in hospital. The
weather turncd out wet, and tlie men could
not be assetnhlecl for divine service ; I therefore gave notice that I sliould have service in
iny own tent a t foul- P. nr., for S ~ I C ~as
I were
willing to attend. I had a very sniall congregation, but though g1.ieved to see tlie holy
ordin~ilcesof religion so little valued, yet I
found the fiiitlifulness of t.he promise, Matt.
xviii. 20, " WIiel*e two or thi-ee are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them." Indeecl, I h;~ve frequently fonnll
the happiest seasons of spiritual etijoyment
wliere tlie service appeared likely to be niost
discouraging.
T h e rain descended during the night in a
steady soaking sho\vel-. I was surprised a t
the manner in which the tent resisted it; not
only was I perfectly dry within, but the inner
shell of the tent was not even damp. I had
no idea before that these canvass dnrellings
were so water-tight.
On the Monday, nothing aould be moi-e
miserable than the landscape. The slcy of olie
uniform inlcy hue in every direction. The
camp, like a large cattle ftlir in E ~ ~ g l a n on
cl n
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rainy day, the horses standing nlelancholy
and dejected, a wide expanse of trampled
bcttvecn the tents, wet grass and hay
scattered about, and spectral native figures
I I in
~ their blankets, gliding silently,
or crouching on their heels, and contracted
into tlle srnallest possible space. W e t o r cold
seems invariably to paralyze a native, and his
general aspect and appearance 1~eco111efallen
and wretclled to the utmost degree. Tllus
passed the day, for the rain coinl_relled 11s to
halt,; there was very little forage to be l~rirl
for the cattle, and t h e water mas 111iserabI~
bad.
The night of tlle 15th turned out illore wet
and unpropitious than the former, but in the
morning, the clouds rose like a curtain all
round the horizon, and disclosed most mugnificent ranges of hills in front, the lligller
parts nnd more distant ~ e a l c of
s which t o tlle
right and left mere covered with sl~om,a
sight perfectly novel t o the natives, and but
little expected by lilost of the Eul.opeans. It
is almost impossible to convey an idea of t h e
exhilarating effect produced by this sight, upon
lnen who had been so long wcaried with a
stelvile and apparently interiuinable pluin.
l l a n y of the men exclaimed that they liad g o t

back to Europe again. I had never before
seen snow-capped moontains, and it is not
easy to conceive anything more beautiful than
the roseate effect of tlie morning sun upon
their dazzling peaks. I-Ie soon after shone
out upon us, and having given lliilz as much
time as me could to dry our wet tents, and laid
in n good breakfast, me set off a few minutes
after ten A. nr. This was the most interesting
march I had hitherto had. At about three
miles we passed the village of ICassini k i ICote,
on our ]sight, and in succession abundance of
ruined villages, tlie names of whicli we were
unable to learn, but which strongly reminded
me of tlie conversation bet\veen tlie parent
owls, as to the portioning of their children,
related to t l ~ eSultan Mahn~oodby his vizier.
They were all fortified by inud \r.alls, with
circular bastions at t h e corners, ffanlring the
walls. One of these appeared to have been
recently sacked and burnt. BIack ashes filled
the area within the walls, and the earthen
vessels for storing grain remairied uninjured.
Jfittatis mutandis, all might be likened to
the state of the English and Scottish borders, during the niiddle ages-every
place
foistified, every man armed-no security except that of personal strength, valour, or cun-
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ning. W e passed a tribe of Nomade Belooches, under small black felt tents, supported
upon stakes ; ponies and asses were gleaning
the scanty forage, and a group of men, momen, and children, sat on their hams, near our
track, watching the cavalcade as it approncherl.
They reminded me not a little of the tribes of
gypsies at home, but looked wilder and poorer.
Some tracts of couiitry through which we
passed were cultivated with cotton and bajra,
but who shall gather the crop, must be x ~ ~ o s t
uncertain. How greatly does the spectacle of
a country so desolate, enhance, in the estimation of the traveller, the blessings of settled
government and domestic peace !
The Bolan range of mountains was the great
attraction throughout the march. I t would be.
little to say, that they towered towards the
clouds, for the clouds were rolling along their
breasts, and their peaks rose high above them.
Ridge appeared above ridge, and the effect of
light and shade, from passing clouds, now
throwing prominently forward, and now obscuring their inequalities and chasms, was so
varied and sublime, t l ~ a tthe eye was never
wearied wit11 watching it. Though a t the dietirnce of at least fifty miles, they were 90 vast
that their bases appeared within a moderate
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morning's canter; and though me afterwards
found, as we got nearer, that they were masses
of barren rock, yet a t this distance they had a
purple hue, that reseinbled heather.
About one P. N. we arrived at Koka, OUI.
halting ground, and found the earth nearly
dry, notwithstanding the late heavy rain.
Here mas anotlier mud fort, precisely similar
to those a t which we had halted every day.
The next day's march was in the face of a
bitter nortli-east mind, than which I have seldom experienced anything more cutting, even
in England. Brtugh, which was our halting
place, is a principal town in Upper Sinde,
and from a distance appeared a place of considerable importance ; but, like all these places
in Sinde, on reaching it, it dwindled into a
miserable collection of mud hovels, surrounded
by an unbattled mud wall, and ornamented
,with the domes of a few inconsiderable ruusjids. Though enjoying a plentiful supply of
water from a neighbouring river, the herbage
was scanty and the trees stunted. The farther
we went, the inore wretched did the country
become.
Arrived at the travellers' bungalow, a party
of officers, coming down, u-elcomed us to s
good fire, some excellent wild hog, and grillcd
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fowl; most acceptable were all three. W e
encamped on a clean and level plain, and took
every precaution against thieves, for whom
this place is so notorious. T h e day was so
bitterly cold that me appeared at dinner in
our posteens (long garments of leather lined
with fur) and cloaks.
On the following morning, my Portuguese
servant came into the tent, bringing a piece
of ice, about as thick as a rupee, his countenance expressive of mingled glee and astonishment, which distorted it into a most ludicrous
grin. I suppose h e might have seen ice a t
Bombay, as an article of importation, but he
had never seen it in the natural course of formation. H e ate some of it with great apparent enjoyment, munching it, and pronouncing
it excellent.*
Notwithstanding all precautions, two camels, belonging to the 8th regiment, N. I.,
were carried off during the night. W e had
here the ei~joymentof good water; a luxury,
the value of which is unknown to those
mho have not been similarly situated. A t the
two last halting places, it hnd been so fetid
and execrable, that, so far from attempting t o
drink it, it became a question whether by

' Thermometer at aeven A. ar. thirty-eight degrees.
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wading in it we mere not rendered dirtier than
before. I n the evening I walked into the bazaar, a narrow street of sorry mud huts, roofed
overhead, and, notwithstanding the coldness
of the weather, insufferably close. How do
these people exist in the hot season? I saw
little but grain exposed for sale.
Our next day's march was to I-Iaji ka Shere,
a walled village, with wl~olesouiethough muddy
water. Here, in the night, a shot was fired by
one of the sentries upon a thief, who was attempting to steal some cooking pots. Two
shots had been fired the previous night, but
without any other effect than frightening
away the thieves and saving the goods. Notwithstanding the cold of the nights and mornings, the middle of the days began to grow
very hot, and the snow on the nearer hills was
evidently melting.
On the following morning, a march of sevcn
miles brought; us to Mittree ; the ground was
prettily undulated, and the proximity of a
river, which we forded twice, giving a verdant foreground, the landscape was exquisite.
Every day's march exhibits. in a varied point
of vie~r,the bold ridges of these magnificent
mountains, rising one above another, with
striking colitrasts of light and shade, the most
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distant covered with dazzling snow, and gradually mingling with the tints of the SLY.
Sunday, Feb. 20. Marched a t Ilalf-past
eight A. ar. 0 what a Sunday ! God in his
goodness preserve me from another such!
After a @ling march of sixteen miles, we
arrived a t General England's camp at Dadur,
at about half-past one P. M. I was in hopes I
should get into the bungalow built by government for trave1le1.s~but found that, contrary
to all regulation, the officer commanding it
had taken up the whole for his own private accommodation, and after riding hither
nnd thither in a burning sun, to know where
to pitch my tent, wirs overtaken by night
without ally opportunity for public worship,
and but little for private devot.ior~ and meditation. H o w did I envy my friends at
home what Mrs. Hernans calls " the holy ..
quietness that breathes on sabbath hours!"
T h e weather from this time became exceedingly hot for the season of the year; thermometer in tents f i o ~ n ninety-seven t o a
hundred degrees; and the flies an absolute
plague. There was an entire stagnation of
air, and the suffocating sensation to us who
had so lately experienced sucli cold weather was most distressing. There was an uni-
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versa1 longing for the day when we should
quit Dadur. I t is indeed a dreadful place, and
seems from its situation, formed to be, as
it really is, one of the hottest places in the
world. I t receives the reflected heat of the
sun from t h e towering bank of bare rocky
mountains under which it lie.$, and which, surrounding it on three sides, casts down the rays
upon it as upon the focus of a reflecling
mirror. I t is of this place that the Brahooees
have a proverbial saying, to the effect that
no other place of final torment was needed
after the formation of Dadur. The descriptions given by those who have passed a
hot season there are most painful. Men
by no means given to exaggeration assured
me that they envied the dead, and that
they would isather die than pass another
senson there; that the thermometer in tents
was a t one hundred and thirty degrees, with a n
entire stagnation of air. Those who are acquainted with tlie East mill understand what
this must be ; for the mere height of the thermometer is no criterion of the sense of oppression. I f there is a breeze, though a hot one,
you can always lower t h e temperature considerably by tatties, but the stagnant atmosphere admits of no remedy. I n India, even
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this is partially remedied by the thermantidote, an instrument on the principle of a minnowing machine, which creates a current of
a i r ; but in situations where at present it is
difficult to procure carriage for the necessaries of life, it must be long before these luxuries can be introd~iced.
The depreclations upon property, especially
upon camels, were so frequent and daring,
that I thanlrfully accepted the kind offer of
Major FVoodhouse, commanding the 6th regiment, N . I., to remove my quarters within a
breastwork where the officers of that regiment
were stationed. I was most hospitably melcorned by D r . Tait, one of my fellow-voyagers
from Europe, by whom I was introduced as a n
honorary member of their mess. Certainly
one of the greatest charms of Indian society is
the overflowing kindness and hospitality met
with on every side. Not that I would draw
an invidious comparison, as some have done, to
the disparagement of home society. T h e cases
admit of no comparison. A t home, the utmost caution is indispensably necessary before
a comparative stranger can be received into
society. I n India, on the contrary, every
man's rank and position is clearly determined ;
his character, too, in a short time is pretty

.
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known, and he and all by whom he
is entertained, are in one and the same service,
whether in the ecclesiastical, civil, or military
branch of it.
During my stay here I was able to have
divine service regularly twice on Sundays :
once in the open ail., at five o'clock a. m.,
for H. M. 41st regiment, and 1st troop of
Bombay Horse Artillery, and again in the
morning (eleven A . 31.) at Major Woodhouse's
house, where there was a good attendance of
officers.
At Dndur I met Major Ootram, whoin I
had previously known at ICurachee, Ele was
residing here as poIiticaI agent, and had a
camp separate from that of General England.
On one occasion I met a very large party a t
his table, where the conversation turned much
.upon the outbreak at Kabul, of which almost
every day was disclosing fresh horrors. Many
ingenious conjectures were offered in explanation of the extraordinary fact that so extensive a
conspiracy could have been organized without
the slightest information concerning it having
transpired ; but none of them seemed very satisfactory. At this party I met Colonel Stacey,
of the Bengal army, who was then with Nusseer
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Khan of Khelat, whom h e had been the means
of bringing into alliance with the British,
after long efforts aud many disappointments.
1 found him n very lirely old gentleman.
well acquaiuted wit11 Oxford, and had much
interesting conversation about Alma Mater in
the olden time. W h i l e here, our whole meek
was taken up with Mahomn~edanand Hindoo
festivals; tom-toms beating night and day ;
long processions, in which ornamented pagndas, like baby-houses, were carried ou men's
shoulders, " with many a bell and tawdry rag
on ;"and savage figures, painted on their uaked
flesh, dancing about with every kind of fantastic monkey trick, to the frantic delight of
the beholders, who a r e but great children.
Rly Hindoo servants came to me, besmeared
on their foreheads with red paint, and with
many genuflections and winning smiles, in a
sort-of coaxing way, begged for money. P o o r
creatures! M a y God hasten the time when
they shall turn from idols to the living and
true God ! On such occasions I bitterly regret
that I cannot freely communicate with them,
and tell them what I think with regard to
these matters ; and m y present wandering life,
alas ! affords me few facilities for doing so ; for
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though I gain more words, they are merely
the names of those things of which I feel the
daily need, and I am as Fdr as ever from any interchange of ideas ; indeed the kilowledge of the
language which most possess appears to me to
be little more than this, and to turn almost entirely upon military duty, or the concerns of
the Bazaar.
On the 25th of February I rode over to
Major Outram's camp, intending to pay my
respects to the young Khan of Khelat; but
found the major's horse saddled, and himself
waiting to accompany his highness to the lines
of H. M. 41st regiment, to hear the band. I
remounted, and in a short time the khan appeared. There was a large cavalcade : several
principal chiefs, his relations, attended him,
with long black beards, small round scull-caps,
richly coloured silk dresses, targets, and
swords; a cloud of spearmen curvetted and
galloped their horses around ; and inferior attendants trotted on foot. The khau was in
front, on horseback ; i~llmediately behind
him, Colonel Stacey, on a sowarree (riding)
camel richly caparisoned; the colonel in native costume, which I fancy he constantly
wears. I was iutroduced to t e khan as a
mooIIah of the Feringees, the only title by
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which he could be made to comprehend my
character and profession. W e bowed, and
then rode on, Major Oiltram on t h e right
hand, and I on the left. The khan is about
seventeen, and very clal.lc, which is not usual
with men of r a n k in this country; but it is
said to be offing to the wandering and exposed
life he has led since his father's death. Some
call him handsome, but I cannot say I thought
hiin so. H i s countenance looked deeply
lined, and prematurely careworn, so that I
should have thought him much more than
seventeen. I I i s look is expressive of great
haughtiness, and a dark scowl of distrust is on
his brow, which, by-the-bye, is easily accounted for, since the fickle and capricious
treatment of his father and himself has not been
likely to inspire coi~fidencein us. His father,
Meerab Khan, was killed, and hinlself deposed and exiled ; but, upon a turn of politics,
it was deemed expedient that he should be
restored ; he was therefore pursued, caught,
and again placed on his throne, under ,British protection, to hi# own astonishment and
that of every one 'around l.li,lu. He is said,
however, to be vefy affable, and t o adopt
many European customs, .particularly that of
personal cleanline~s,for the neglect of which
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his countrymen are proverbial. His long black
ringlets, floating in the evening air, and waving to the motion of his horse, would be an
object of admiration, perhaps of some envy, to
the young ladies a t home. H e was richly
dressed i11 loose trowsers and vest of crimsoil
silk, embroidered with gold, and slippers of
the same; a target covered mith crimson velvet
on the left slioulder ; and a curved sword with
a sheath of the same colour. H e rode a powerful bay horse, with a richly-mounted native
saddle, housing, bridle, martingale, &c., mith
various colours and gold ornaments, according
to their fantastic method of dressing up their
liorses.
W e rode a t a sort of mincing, prancing,
curvetting pace, not really going faster than if
me were walking, but fretting ourselves and
our horses into a pcrfect foam ; " a peculiarly
desirable pace," as one of the officers ironically
remarked, " for a close evening." B u t this is
the native style, especially on occasions of
ceremony, and it is surprising horv soon our
own horses catch the infection, when they see
a number of others curvetting and sidling
around them. A t length me arrived at the
parade ground of H. M. 41st. The guard mas
under arms-presented-the
band struck up,

e
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-we all disniounted, and the elite entered
Major Gore Browne's tent. His highness was
handed to a chair, in which he sat as a European ; but the chiefs and nobles preferred the
floor, where they sat on their hams on the
c a r ~ e t s . T h e colours of the regiment *re
suspended in the tent, and the examination
and explanation of them occupied some
time. His highness inquired after the major's pet goat and Arab horse, with whom
lie had been acquainted the year before.
Alas I they had both died in the Bolan Pass.
R e next aslcecl after the acting adjutant of the
regiment, who, being in the land of the living,
came forward and made his salaam. T h e
band played, we seemed to listen ; but the air
was fearfully stagnant, and our conversation
luore so. A dignitary sitting at my feet asked
me, in the accustomed phrase, if I were happy,
to which I replied, according to custom, " P e r fectly happy "-a statement, I am afraid, to be
received with some abatement-and there the
matter dropped. A t length his highness rose,
the major attended him, the guard presented,
he mounted his horse, and the pageant passed
. ..
away.
Early in March we made preparations for
moving. The whole of the first week mas one
,
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of extreme heat and great discomfort; but
Sunday, the 6th, exceeded all. There was ;I
hot wind, whirling clouds of dust into my tent,
and the plague of flies was most intolerable.
The heat in the house during divine service
such, that I fairly staggered while preaching; and the mountains, for the last two days,
though close at hand, had been but dimly
outlined, through a flickering mist like that
over a furnace, which I understand is their
general appearance during the hot weather.
I left Dadur with the most unpleasing recollections, and sincerely thanked God that I mas
not destined to spend a hot season there.

CHAPTER V.
THE BOLAN PI~SS.

ON Monday, 7th March, I roused my people at two A. nr., and began the usual preparations for marching. The first day's march,
after a halt of only a few days, is generally
confused and unpleasant, for the servants appear to have everything to learn afresh, and
one's patience is sorely tried. The Bolan
Pass, through which onr road lay, is so utterly
barren and unproductive, that the travellei.
must provide grain, forage, and fire-wood, for
which purpose I procured two additional
can~els,making 111y number nine. The cavalcade, consisting of the 1st troop of Boinbay
horse artillery, rr wing of H. M. 41st regiment, a wing of the 6th regiment, N. I., with
a party of the 3rd Bombay light cavalry, and
one hundred and sixty Poona horse, together
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with some hundreds of camels, mas rather imposing to an unpractised eye like mine, though
I was destined afterwards to see much greater
things. Several of the officers remaining a t
Dadur rode out to bring us on our way, and
many a ahabash" (hurra) was bestowed on
the wing of the 6th regiment, N. I.,by their
companions of the other wing, who lined the
road.
About one mile out of camp we came to a
most disgusting spectacle. The plain, for
about half a mile in length, and the same in
width, maa entirely occupied by the carcases
of dead camels, in every stage of decay. A
narrow road had been cleared through them,
but so thickly mere they crowded, that if the
traveller quitted this road to the right or left,
there wns scarcely room to pass between
them. T h e effect on the olfactories may be
conceived ; it is astonishing that such a 910venly method of disposing of them, instend of
burying them, should have been permitted,
for when the wind set from that quarter the
stench was sufficient to have caused a pestilence in camp. I n a short time me entered
the pass, and crossed again and again a ~rnall
stream, called the Bolan River, which ran its
,winding course of shallow limpid water over
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large pebbles. Most refreshing it mas, after
the arid desert through which I had passed,
to see and hear it, and to gaze on the sedges
and grass which grew on its banks ! Months
had passed since I had seen anything so
pleasing. T h e sun by this time had risen,
and mas rather oppressive, when suddenly
turning an angle, we came under the broad
shgde of the rock that bounded the gorge.
Under this we rode for some time, and found
it peculiarly grateful. I could not for-bear remarking to a cornpanion near me, the beautiful illustration we had had during our march
of the force of the scripture metaphor, cc As
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land." (Isaiah
xxxii. 2.)
The formation of these rocks is very singular. The bottom of the pass is a deep
shingle of rounded pebbles ; this is easily accounted for, as on falls of rain and the melting
of snow, it is, in its whole breadth, the bed of
a torrent; hut the singularity is, that these
vast mountains, to thei~'ut7nost height, appear
to be formed by deposits of running water.
They are coinpounded of consolidated shingles
and sand, and have very much the appeara~lce
of an old rubble wall, from which the outer
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facing of hewn stone has been removedReading Abbey for instance ; but there is not
a stone, from the least to the largest, (ancl
some are very Iai.ge,) which is not rounded,
evidently by the long action of water.
A little after nine A. >I., we arrived at
Kundye, our halting ground, about eleven
niiles. The atmosphere was already a happy
change from Dudur, still hot, but with a cool
breeze, no dust, and but few flies. On the
following morning we marched at four A. M.
I t was dark, but beautifully starlight. Almost
immediately after leavil~gcamp, we crossed
two bends of the river, rather deep, and running among coarse grass and reeds, so tall as
to be far above the lleacl even of a horseman.
As tlie day broke, the gorge, for about three
miles was very fine. Scarped, perpendicular
rocks, ru~lningup to an immense height, in
bold and rugged forms, overhung in many
places tlie narrow pass below. The stream
here slept silent and deep beneath the steep
rocks, then wound in quiclr and lively turns,
so that we were obliged to cross it again and
again. I n this spot I was tolcl shots were
frequently fired at parties travelling, and it
a place well adapted for the purposes
see~~led
of marauders. I am not competent to hazard
F 5
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au opinion on the strength of this or any
part of the Bolan Pass, in a military point of
view, but it appeared to afford great advantages, and my notion seemed to be shared by
the men of H. M. 4Zst, some of whom I heard
remarIri11g to each other, " W h a t fools these
people must be to let us into their country,
when they have such a pass as this !"
After about three miles, the country became inore open, and me travelled over a
rocky and painful road, about ten miles, to
Gurm-ab, (the warm spring,) and encamped
in a part of the pass about one mile in width,
with the river on the right hand.
9th. A march of eleven miles to Beebeenanee, on the bank of the river. This place
has its name from a tale of a lady, who was
pursued by some giants with evil design^, and
who finding that her pursuers were gaining
on her, called upon the mountains to cleave
and rescue her from their violence. They
very politely heard and obeyed, and a large
cave remains to this day to attest the truth of
the story. The march mas over very stony
and fatiguing ground, and the sun was so
hot when we arrived, that I mas glad, with
two officers, to take refuge under an ammu.
nition cart. W e spread our cloalrs for couches,
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produced our cold beef, &c. kc., and made a
tolerably comfortable breakfast, though under
circumstances which will appear grotesque
enough to people surrou~~cIed
by English comforts.
10th. A most fatiguing march to Ahegoom.
The ascent, which had hitherto been scarcely
perceptible, became considerable; and the
stones and shingle so deep, that many of the
cattle, especially the bulloclrs, suffered dreadfully, and some died 011 the road. I saw
eeveral unshod ponies, whose flowing blood
was tracing their course all along the road.
The artillery horses, though splendid beats,
and in high condition, seemed much fatigued.
The little rills of limpid water at this place
were very refreshing. I n a small recess on
the right side of the valley, raised so as to secure it in great measure from the effect of
torrents, was the tomb of poor Mrs. Smith,
the wife of a Bombay conductor, who was
murdered in the pass last year, (Sept. 30,
1841,) while travelling to join her husband a t
Kwettah. I t was pleasing to witness the good
feeling with which the men of I-I.M. 41st set
to work to replaster and repair the tomb ;
and I think there was scarcely one who did
not go up in the course of the day to visit the
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spot. The bandit whose gang is said to have
committed this atrocity, Ali Deen Coord, was
with us, receiving pay as a guide! There is
certainly something revolting and most disreputable in the idea of a christian government
condescending to purchase the services of such
wretches as these.
11th. A short march of seven miles to Siri-bolan, where we encamped in the midst of a
nullah on very bad ground, and not without
some apprehension, for it threatened rain, and
this is the spot where a Bengal party last year
encountered a flood, which swept away all
their baggage and cattle, and forty-five gersons. I saw the skeleton of a rdmel, over
which a large piece of rock had rollerl, the
limbs projecting from under it, and conjectured this to be a relic of the disaster. T h e
water, it mas stated, rose on this occasion
to about the height of ten feet across the
whole width of t h e pass, in a few minutes; and the banks being very steep, only
those who happened to be in a practicable
spot had the slightest chance of escape. The
cause of this extraordinary phenomenon, whether from a water-spout or otherwise, has never,
I believe, been ascertained, but the consciousness that such a visitation mas possible, was
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quite sufficient to excite apprehension. As
we were 011 our march to-day, a Bengal
and myself turned out of the gorge by
which we thought .ivould merely cut off
a
an angle; bnt we foilnd it so long, that, having
merely a follower or two in sight, me became
a little apprehensive lest we should fall i n
with some plunderers ; others, however, followed our example, and a t length the head of
the column of H. M. 41st regiment corning
in sight, dispelled all our fears. Though it
was by no means prudent thus to get in advance of the column, I was not sorry that
I had quitted the pass, for me saw many bubbling rills a l ~ dgrassy dells, which convinced
me that these mountains are not so totally
barren and unproductive as a merely superficial view would lead one to suppose. I saw
during this march, as I had done on previous
days, inany striking spots for sketches, if I
could have halted ; but there was no stopping
with safety, and our camping ground being
generally in the wider parts of the pass, presented little of interest.
\Ire heard to-day that the clan of Raukers,
who possess the right side of the pass, were
assembled in the higher parts, and that some
opposition might be anticipated on the morrow.
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Some heavy drops fell on while we were a t
dinner, but aftel. 1had gol; to my tent the rain
was driven off by a furious N. E. wind, which
blew a hurricane all night. I was obliged to
rouse up the people several times to keep the
tent together, but in the morning both it and
the servants' rowhe (a smaller tent) mere complete wrecks. I do not remember ever to
have passed .so cold and wretched a night;
and while bringi~lgto recollection the comforts
enjoyed in even the most ordinary house a t
home, I could not but adopt the plaint of the
friar in the " Pelon Some of Rokebye"-

" Wist m y brethren at this houre
That I were set in sic n stoure
Sure they would prnye for me."

But, after all, few conditions are so bad but
one may imagine worse, and 1 rose in the
morning most thankful that there had not
been a fall of rain in addition to the wind, the
consequence of which no one could foretell.
The whole camp presented a most dreary
spectacle ; shattered tents, and shivering, miserable people, met the eye on every side.
12th. T h e same piercing wind continued ;
the commissariat officer reported great num7
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unable to proceed, and a halt
beys of
I
got my tent repitched, and
ordered.
secured it by iron tent-pegs, large stones, and
ropes passed over the top. Happily it stood,
and by the help of posteens and blankets 1contrived to be pretty con~fortablc; fire we had
none, for the pass yields no wood, and we had
only brought sufficient for cooking purposes.
I served out every kind of wrapper 1 could
spare to the people, and with these, and hot
tea and brandy-and-water, they weathered the
night, W e wrapped up the camels with their
soletas, (large coarse canvass cloths, which
are used for packing the loads,) and the horses
with additional cloths, and no harm ensued;
but the searching nature of this wind is indescribable.
Sunday, 13th..The same cutting wind continued; we were pitiableobjects; our lips,hands,
&c., all cracked and blistered, with the cornbined effects of cold and sun ; wrapped up to
the eyes in every garment we could heap upon
u s ; camels and bullocks dying by the score.
Yet we bad great reason to thank God that
there was neither rain nor snow, for if either
hnd fallen, we must have lost many of our native followers. I t was not many weeks since
Colonel I\Iarshall had lost several in a snow-
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storn~at tlie top of the pass. They were so thinly
clad, so ill provided with bedding, and destitute of tents, that it was sur)-)rising how they
stood it. I t was utterly impossible to assemble the troops in the open air, so I celebrated
divine service in my own tent, which was well
filled, the general and several officers attending.
On Monday, the 14th, tlie wincl having happily subsided, by nine o'clock we were in orcler
of march. W e were now to pass w l ~ a tare
called by us the Zig-zags; what the natives
call this payt of the pass I know not. I t
consists of a narrow defile, making several
sharp angular turns ; the rocks on either side,
~articularlyon the left, are scarped and perpendicular. I t is by far the most formidable
part of the whole, and Conolly says of it,
" The millutest description could hardly convey a just idea of its strengt.h ; it is a defile
which a regiment of brave Inen could defend
against an army
H e , however, did not know
that it was possible to flank it, and the ascertaining of this fact has of course greatly lessened the idea of its strength which a first
view would create. I t mas here that I I I ~
friend, Lieutenant Tait, of the 6th regiment,,
N. I., was attacked last year; and we were
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not without serious apprehensions of attack,
both on account of native reports, and letters
from the political agent at Icmettah. Eve1.y
precaution, therefore,wa~taken. Major Boyd,
quarter-master p n e r a l , was sent with fifty EUropeans, and a hundred native troops, about
an hour and a half before the column moved,
to crown the heights on the right side. Then
followed the irregular horse, the horse artillery, and the column of the 6th regiment, N. I.
Then about three thousand camels, and other
beasts of burthen, carrying baggage, tr-easnre,
and ammunition ; a wing of H. M. 41st, and
a party of the 3rd light cavalry, brought up
the rear.
About a mile from Ser-i-bolan, we entered
this formidable defile. By an optical delusion,
for which I could not accoont, it appeared at
first entrance as if we were descending a hollo117 instearl of making a considerable ascent.
I t was in some places not fifty yards wide, and
so perpendicularly ~valledon each side, that a
force might have suffered severe injury had
stones been rolled down from above ; the turns
were so sharp and sudden, that it appeared
as if we were marching directly against the
rock in front, until, upon arriving a t it, the
road was discovered turning at a sharp angle
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to that we had been traversing. There were
many magnificent points of 'wild, desolate
rock scenery, but we had little leisure to dwell
upon them : for every eye was strained to discover pnggerees (turbans) and matchlocks
among the stones.
Some idea may be conceived of the height
of these rocks : for I believe the Bolan Range
rises about ten thousand feet above the level of
the sea ; the highest ascent of the pass is about
five thousand feet above Dadur, which is
seven hundred and forty-three feet above the
level of the sea; this mould leave above f o ~ l r
thousand feet for the height of these rocks.
T h e ascent, however, is exceedingly gradual,
though the road is rendered most painful by
broken rocks and large stones.
I set out with the officers of the 6th regiment, N. I., bnt gradually advanced from
their column, till, in a more open part o f the
pass, I came u p with the general and his staff,
who had caught sight of Major Boyd and his
flanking party, high on the right side of the
defile, like little specks of red and white. W e
found afterwards that he had dispersed a small
body of Kaukers, who mere perched on the
summit, doubtless intending to have a pop
at us as opportunity offered. As a proof that
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some were not far off, a private of the rearguard, straying from his con~racles,and having
laid down his firelock, nfas pounced upon from
behind and pinioned, and ~vonld doubtless
have been murclerecl, if an alarm had lint been
given by some others advancing, on which
they left him and scramblecl up the roclrs. I
have no doubt we were narrowly watched the
whole way, for they lie so closely, and their
dresses are so nearly of the colour of the i.ock,
that it is not easy to descry them.
The most dangerous part mas now past, ancl
while shoals of camels, in long lines, mere
wandering by and crowding into the last defile, Lieutenant Tait and I sat under the shade
of a rock, and producing our supplies, made
a very substantial tiffin. I have seldom enjoyed a luncheon more.
After leaving this defile, me emerged into
a wide plain, which the Patans call Dusht-iBedoulut, (plain of poverty,) from its want of
water; we bad, how eve^., brought a supply
with us, alld after dining, I retired to rest,
truly gratefill that the day had passed without
bloodshed; and feeling that our unmolested
passage was a merciful answer to the prayers
offered u p in the morning. I t mas a perfectly still night, but intensely cold.

On t h e 15th of March, \Ire travelled sixlee11
miles, through a plain covel-ecl nlith southeri1l\,ood, to Sir-i-ab. Tlieair was very shtrrsp, nncl
tile l,udcllcs, as \Ire passed tliem, were covel.ed
lvith icc. T h e southern-n~oodis founcl, apparently, &ll over iiffghanislan, ancl appears to
divide the empire nit11 tlie jirwassee, 01. cameltllorn ; the camels, and even horses and other
cattle, bron~seupon it ; this mas t h e first I had
i~rct~sitli,and tIlc fragrance of it was very
gratefill, thougl~almost ove~*po\vering.
On tlie ItIlon.ing day, t h e lGth, I joiilecl
a t an early I ~ O L ~ I - ,
the quarte~.-i~~aste~.-g.eneral
i~sI had engaged to ride in adrnncc ~vitllIiiin.
The rillarcli \\'us ahout scven llliles illto I L ~ v e t tali. I t was so illtensely cold tlint nre we1.e
glad to travel the first two or three llliles o n
foot, As we proceeded, the iu~merlsepeak of'
Tulrkatoo ~ v a sdirectly before us, covered with
snow, and all the little rills we passed were
fi-irrged ~vith ice. Major .Boyd poiutecl out
several snlalI fo~.tifiedvillages unclcr t h e llills
to the left., inhalhecl by Syuds. A degrce of
sanctity appcars to ~lttachto these mcn, w h o
boast themselves the descc~~dants
o f the P r o phet, something like that of the Levites a m o n g
the Jews. Their persons iL1.e in a g r e a t rncasure sacred ; they are sopposed t o have t h e
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to bless or to ban, and so great is the
opinion entertained of their might, that oil
various occasions multitudes have heen persuaded to follow them into action, under the
full persuasion that they had charmed tlie powder of the Feringees, and rendered the balls
l~armless. Alas! poor fellows, they have been
fearfully convinced of their delusion !
Drawing ncarer t o Icwettah, me were put on
i by
i
a body of about twelve horsetlie ~ ~vive
Illen, coinirlg to nleet us. They were richIy
(II'CSSE~,
heavily arincd mith lnatchloclrs and
snrords, and rlccidedly better mounted than ourselves. TVe \\.ere only eight in number, sis
Ponna horsemen, Major Boyd, ant1 imyself;
niicl 1 had no arms of any Irind.
W e ap1wo;~ched each other slo\vly, t h e 3Iajor uttering aloud t h e accustomed salutation,
" Alikoom Salem."
They responded, " Salem
Alilroom," : ~ n dset our al>prel~ensionsa t rest.
TVc then joined tlreni, and found they were
natives of Moostung, coming t o p%y their respects to Colonel Stacey. The chief was x
con~maiidingfigure, mith a lnagi~ificentblilclr
Leal-(1. To the universal query, whether I
were lih00~11,"(happy,) I could with g ~ ~ e x t .
sincerity reply that I nras perfectly so. I-Iacl
the qucstion been put a fern moments before,

tlsutlln70uld llalrc coln1)clled a very dilFerent
reply, After t]le esclialigc of civili~ics,V'e
our salaanl, and rode 011 (0 I<\vettali.
tlie prettiest spot I had
Tllis \vas
see11 in tllese Ialids: tlie firtile and wellwatered
of Sllaul is surroondcd by hills
of tile boldest form, and several thoosand
feet in Iieiglit. I n tlle luicldle of the valley
is tlic little t o ~ ~ w
sorro~n~ded
,
Ly a rnucl 11~al1,
in tlle centre of 11-hicl1 riscs t h e citadel, upon
a mo~nlclseventy or eighty feet Iligli, n~hetlier
artificial or natural no one could illforill me.
Tlle Residency, and lines of the 20th regiment, N. I., are near a tope of trees at some
little distance, and had been hastily entrenched
d~iringthe winter, to provide against a n expected attack. Though the weather n a s so
cold, tlie apricot trees were in blossom, and
tlie ground was clotlic~lin the freshest green,
by a sninll bulbous plant, thc iris, I bclieve,
bearing a blue flomcr; by-the-bye, this same
~ l a n had
t
nearly been thc dent11 of solne of
our horses, and about thiity b~illoclcs fbll victims to it 011 the first night aftel. our nl.l,ivnl,
fbr tllo~lgh SO green and inviting in al)l)earance, it is highly delei;el.ious.
Here I first saw a ICaoreer,, a very inycni011s
of uilderground aquecluct, which is
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corninon througliout Afl'gl~anistan. It is
formcd by sinking a number of shafts, at the
distance of about twenty yards froin each other,
n tuliilel is then made at the bottom, from one
to another, and tlie water flows fieom tlie hills
to any distance that may be required. Inequalities of level are thus overcome; the water
is prcser.i.ec1 from evaporation by the heat of
the sun; and, what is still more important,
cannot be drawn off, in any quilntity, to water
the fields of strangers, except by placing a
Persian nrl~eel,or solne apparatus for raising
it, for ~vhicha water-rate must be paid to the
onfner : hence the possessor of n goocl ICaureez is sure to derive a, considertble inco~ne
from it.
Major Boyd niid myself were hospitnbly received and entertained by Major Apthorpe,
of the 20th regiuent, N. I., a gallant soldier,
and so ardently attached to his profession, that
when in Europe on f ~ ~ r l o u g hhe, liad joined
the army in Spain, where he gained much
distinction, and was Honoured with the order of
Isabella Catholica. Poor man! liolv little clid
I think, when he then received us, f ~ l l lof
health ancl spirits, that less tlmn n fortnight
would terminate his cal*thly career, and that
it \vould be nly melaiicholy officc to lay llinl
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in a n nnti~nelggrave. EIe dicd a soldier's
death, olle of the many wllose blood has satnrated the s:uldy deserts of Affglianistan.
JJre foantl that foragc was esccedi~~gly
scarce
aronnd Knfcttali, General Ellgland, tlielmeSore, detcrniined to
to ICilla ab DooIn11, in tIlc .ifalley of Pislieen, five marches
fi-01~
Kwettnh, where it was morc plentifhl.
As therc mas another portion of the force
c u ~ n i n gu p fi~oinDadur in a fern clays, and it
seerued esceedingly doubtfi~lwhether a n y opp o r t u ~ ~ i lny~ u l c lbe found for proceeclir~g to
I<anclali;v, I resolred to remain for a time
at I<mcttah, arld when the expected troops arrived, either to procecd with theill to rejoii~
t l ~ cgcneral, or continue at ILn~ettah,as circumstances might determine. 13y this resolution, I l~roviclentially escaped a vcry hnrassing adventure, and some most pai~lful
sceues. 1 obtained a s~nallhouse froin a
p o u r ~ gofficer of the 20th regiment, N. I., an
llu~rlblchabitation indeed. I t consisted of' one
~ O O I Init11
I , a little closet, as a dressing-room,
nnncxcd. I n n~nterials and constrllction it
\rilS far bclo~v even a labourer's cottage in
Bngland; but, lotw withstanding its earthen
floor, mud malls, and roof of twigs also covel.ed
wit11 mud, it appeared a palace to me, for it
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had a fire-place and a glass-nfindow of four
panes ; and I could keep out both the cold and
the dust, which hacl been intolerable. Row
completely do altered circumstances change
our ideas of conlfort and convenience !
During my stay a t Kwettal~,I was enabled
to celebrate divine service regularly twice on
Sunday, and on Good Friclay, in the morning
a t seven A.M. to the troops in the open air, and
at eleven A.nr. to the officers, in tents providecl
by the kinclness of Major Sotheby, of the
Bengal Artillery, wl~oseacquaintance I made
here, and whose kindness I uniformly experienced cluring the subsequent campaign.
After his reinoval to command in the citadel
we had service in the mess-room of the 20th
regiment, N. I. I-1e1.e also I aclmii~istercd
the holy comin~inionon Easter Day, to seven
communicants.
On Sunday, 20tl1, we received the cheering
news that a very cleterrnined attack upon Kand a l ~ a rhad been repulsed with great loss to the
assailants, by Colonel Lane and the 2nd regiment Bengal N. I. General Nott was absent;,
and, they probably supposed, that he had taken
with him his ml~oleforce. TTThen they ~ n a d e
their attack they set fire to the I-Ierat Gate, and
were so determined that they tore down t l ~ e
G
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burning planlrs, and some mere killed even
within t h e gate. The fire of tlie defenclers,
liolvever, was so well sustained, that their
utmost efforts were unavailing, a n d they retired nlith heavy loss, leavii~gmultitudes of
dcad on tlie field, nrhicll is very unusual with
them.
On t h e 24th, the force mnrcl~ed for the
Pislieen Valley in liigli spirits. I n talring
Icnve of solne of niy old friends, I co~ild
]lot b u t reglset t l ~ n t1 was not going wit11
tllenl, and almost repented of t h e arrangements I 11ad made. Holv totally ignorant
are nle of that which is for our future benefit, and holv little do we ap1)rcciate that
lcind Providence ~vhichis ever ~vatcllingover
us !
W e heard on tlle 2Gth, that they had had
D slcirlnish on the first march - that about
one llundrecl of tlie enemy's horse hnd npl)mx"ed, and xve~~e
attacked by s party of
the 3rd rcgimeut l i g l ~ tcavalry. They fled
precipitately, having two 01. ihree Billed,
and leaving t w o horses in the l ~ a n d sof tlie
cavalry.
B u t o n the 29th, news of a very different
character reached us. Aletter from an officer
n1it1l tlie force, dated Hyderzye, 2 8 t h March,
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stated, tliat on Easier Moilday they had
found the enemy collectecl in great force upon
two hills, between Hyderzye niid Hylrulzye,
with a breastwork in front ; that after the
guns had opened upon them, and the light companies, ur~derMajor Apthorpe, liad advnucecl
UP tlie l o w e ~
hill, the enemy opened a destructive fire, by which Captain May, commanding
the liglit company of H. M. 41st regiment,
was shot deiid in the advance, and several men
killed and ~vounded;t l ~ athey
t weredriven fi-om
the hill, and in their retreat were attacked in
flank by a party of the enemy's cavalry, ])re~ i o ~ i s lconcealed,
y
and Major A ~ t h o r p emortally \\~ounclecl; that t l ~ eforce then retilsed to
a ruincd fort near at liancl, wliere they bivouacked for the night under heavy rain. This
was clis~i~al
news indccd, nor was this llie worst
\ve were led to apprehencl, for up to the 31st
r -Axgust, the most fearful and colitradictory
rurnours kept us i n continual agitation. At
orle time they \Irere said to be hemmed into
this ruined fort by overpowering numbers,
witl~outwater and ~vithoutR chance of escape ;
a t ariotl~ertime \\*e hcarcl that they were in fill1
retreat, harassed both by clay aud night, and
great lluillbers cut off.
Thus me were agitated between hope and
G 2
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fear, till, on the morning of the 31st, I heard
that they were in sight. I got my horse saddled, galloped to the town, and ascended t h e
citadel; here I found several officers with
glasses, ancl ere long saw then1 coming through
tile Pass at about three miles distant ; t h e
horse artillery first, then the Gth regiment
N. I., then the baggnge and follo~vers; 13. If.
41st mas bringing up the rear, and was not
j e t i n sight. They appeared in very good
order, but both lnen ancl horses very lnucl~
fagged. Seeing some of my friends, I hastened down, and ].ode out to meet them,
ancl learn autl~enticparticulars. A t the foot
of the citndel I met the surgeon of the artillery, so unshorn, and disfigured by the effects
of sun and dust, that I did not recognise him
till after he had spoken. Next I fell in wit11
t l ~ e adjutant-general, all purple, with face
swollen ancl lips cracked from the same cause.
Tllen an officer of the grenadier company of
11. M. 41st, informed me that they had
had a Inst brush wit11 the enemy, and had
killed fifteen just on the other side of the Pass.
Poor Apthorpe had died of his mounds at
twelve P. nz., on the previous night, having
sca1,cely spoken since he mas wounded. His
body was brought in a doolie, (a conlmon pa-
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lanq~zin,)and deposited in a small tent in front
of thc lines of the 20th regiment N. I., where
I went to viem it. I t was dreadfully mangled
about the liead and shoulclers, and exhibited,
(no less than the wounds of the Inen who were
brought into hospital,) the deadly effect with
~vhich the enemy use ttieir sabres. M a n y
of the sepoys of his regiment went into t h e
tent to viem the body, and came ilway groaning and crying.
T h e following is a list of the casualties : some
of the mounds were slight, but thirty-two m e n
of H. 31. 41st, were brought into hospital, all
severely wounded.
Major Apthorpc, I<.I, C., 20th N. I., diet1
during the retreat.
Captain May, 11. 31. 41st regiment, killed
in the advance.

---- , rnnk anti lilo
6th rcgimont N. I., 8OpOgE 20th rcgiment N. I., sopoys 26th rcgimcnt N. I
., acpoys Total
- - - 13. 11. 41st

rcgiment, scrgeunts

ICilled.
2
18
1
B

3

-

.

26

--

T h e evening was spent i11 roaming about in

'

search of friends, making inquiries, and congratulating tllem on their safety. At seven
o'cloclr P. sr., a large pzrty assembled round
the mess-table of the 20th regiment N. I., and
though a sad glooln was cast over us by the
loss of the major, and the' u n h a l ~ ~issue
y of
afilil-, me mere tlsnly tliankful to see so
many friendly faces once more safe around the
table.
A eight o'clock~ in tlie morning of the 1st
A p ~ i l ,I buried the mortal remains of poor
Major Aptllorpe : the attendance of oficers
was large, and the whole of the light battalion
was present. A deep feeling of sorrow pervaded evcry one for his loss, both as a friend,
and an ornament to the public service. I t
is not my intention to enter into any discnssion of tliis calsmitous an'air. I t ivoold not
become me to do so, as I was not present, nor
if I had been, should I have been competent
to form n judgment on its merits, I t mas
nlucll canvassed in tlie Indian papers, ancl an
acrimonious anonymous correspondence arose,
out of an unjust and ungenerous a t t e m ~ ~tot
fix the odillrn of the f n i l ~ ~ ron
e the native
troops. The writer of this calumny acted prudmtlj/ in fluppressing his name, but he moul~l
have acted honourably in i v i t h I ~ ~ l his
~ l ilet~~
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ter, and the insinuations it contained. I t
was an affair greatly to be deplored, as it sacrificed the lives and efficiency of inany gallant men without any results, s p r e ~ dgreat
alarm tl~rougliout India, and raiser1 thc confidence of the enemy ; happily, however, its
injurioi~s effects were by no nleans so esteiisive as it mas at first apprehended they
niiglit provc.
On S ~ ~ n d n 3rd,
y , I preached to the inen
on the snhject of their late losses and deliverarice, from Psallil cxl. 7. Deep attention was
manifested, and I trust and believe the service
will not soon be forgotten by those present.
Tlie force expected fimorn Uadur, ~lnderMajor
Si~nmons,arrived on the next day, and with
tliem, to my grcat astonishment, came illy good
fi.ienc1 Captain Steutlrt, in cornn~audof'the light
company of the 8th ~.egiment, N. I. I was
delighted to see hirn, though sorry that he
slionld Iinve been compelled to leave his family
for so distant an expeclition. They h ~ come
d
op the Pass wiLhoutcasudties, except a mouncl
received by a sepoy of the right flanking party,
in the Iiead, from a spent ball. They had
heard of the failure s t Hykulzyc ~vllilethey
were in tlie Puss, and mere apprehensive, not
nritl~oiitreason, that it might raise the K a a -
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Iters, and increase tlieir clifficulties. Probably
if tliey had been a few days later it might have
done so. All attention appeared now to be
directed to the entl.enclling and strengthening
of I<~vettah. Natives and Europeans mere
]lard at work from clay to day; the commissariat square was connected wit11 the town by
a covered way ; a nem line of defence mas laid
down around the cantonlnents; a ditch was
dug, and a wall scven feet high thrown up.
Perpetual rumours were in circulation, of
attacks about to be macle, and forces of the
enemy collecting. At length the whole force,
consisting of nearly 3,000, with the usual
allotment of followers, was brought mit.hin the
town and cantonment; horse and foot artillery, cavalry and infantry. W e were dreaclfully crowded, and strong apprehensions were
entertained by the medical inen that me should
sliffcr dreadfully in health, as soon as the liot
weather set in. Happily, however, tliese fears
mere soon rendered unnccessary, and the llot
uvxthcr found us far away from I<nrettah.
There mas, notwithstanding, a good deal of
sickness, erysipelas, dysentery, and fever, and
the hospitals mere filling rapidly ; the attacIrs
of the enemy upon individual followers, which
had been so frequent the year before, were re-

THE BOLAN PASS.

129

newed, and a poor woman, a grass-cutter, had
lier throat cut, and was left dead, about a
quarter of a mile from camp. The gloolny
aspect of affairs during this period was cheered
by tlie news of further success a t Kandnllnr;
ancl the Sinde force having beell b laced under
tlie conlmancl of General Nott, expectations
were entertained that the force a t Icmettah
u~ould be ordered to make another advance.
This expectatiou proved well foundecl : on
Saturday, April 23rd, the order arrived, and
the 26th was fixed as the day of marching.
Just before we left, we lienrd of the murcler of'
Slinh Soojnli ool Moolk, who was shot by a
party of Baurikzyes, while proceeding in his
palanquin to join his camp a t Bootkllak.
Gcneral Englund, fiom a lci~id wish that I
should not be exposed to tlie expected dangers
and ditliculties of the march, would have dissuaded me froin accoinpanying the force, b11t
as the whole of the European tlnoops mere
going, I could not conceive it consistent with
my duty to remain behind; besides, my duty
and inclination i n this case happily coincided,
for a strong feeling of curiosity and desire of'
travel \vhicll I had felt from childhood, impelled me forward. The main diffculty was
G 5

respecting can-iage, for, so little had s u c h an
advance been anticipated, before tlie force was
~ l n d e rGenei.al i\Tott, that I, in common
~ \ ~ i most
t h otliers, follo\ving the example of' t h e
p n e r a l , had sold my calnels, and bought a
horse ; and as C ~ l l l e were
l ~ not abundant, a n d
both aniniunition and t r e a s ~ ~ in
r e considerable
quantities mere to be conveyed, it was not easy
to obtain them aprrin. TVe were, however,
allowerl to purclinse from the commissariat a
certain number, gmduated according to imilitary rank; by this inenns I obtainecl three,
and I wss entitled to oiic for the carriage of
clerical vestments, books, &c. I t had rcquired
nine to bring my kit up the Bolan, ancl 1
was therefo1.e obliged to lay aside everything that could possibly be spared, and ( w h a t
I inost regretted) nearly the whole of m y books.
The liouse, of course, was abandoned, ancl
therefore I left I<wettah with a considerable
pecuniary loss. A few clothes, ancl two cases
coiltainiiig groceries and liquors, constituted
the principal part of n ~ yreduced kit ; hot i t is
call
astonishing with Iiow many things a
dispense, and n ~ i t hhow fc\v he can Inanage,
with tolerable coiilfort, when necessity col~lpels
the sacrifice. Tq7ith the exception of t h e books,
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I halsdly know tliat I felt inconveniently tlie
want of any part of the five camel-loads wliich
I left; behind me. European supplies, by-thebye, had reached a n enormous price. At the
sale of Major Apthorpe's effects, sherry was
sold a t fifty-seven rupees per dozen, beer d
twenty-five rupees per dozen, and brandy ant1
nrl~isky a t ten rupees per bottle,* all other
goods of similar kind in the same proportion.
Between one and two o'clock A, 31. we started
on our expedition; and though our force was
now considerably angmentecl, we hacl heard so
much about tlie defences in thc I<liojuk Pass,
and the lneiliory of the former failure was so
recent, that while all mere glad of tlie advance, and all manfully prepared to do their
duty to the utmost, few, I imagine, felt so confiden t, as not to entertain sowe degree of anxiety as to the result. On the previous Sunday
evening, after the usual services of the day, a
few officers had joined me in social prayer t,o
God for his blessing on the expcdition, aiicl
.from this devotional exel-cise we derived tliat
confidence wlliclr the Christian is privilegecl
to fecl in committing the concerns of llimself'
The value of tho rnpoc is now two shillinge atc~lingthesc
prices will, therefore, bc ensily tmnaferrcd to Englisll value.
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a n d his coantry to the providentiuI care of his
l~eavenlyFather.
As the first marc11 from ICwettah conducts
t h e traveller from tlte valley of Slia~ll into
AffI'glianistan Propci., it may be as well t h a t
this nlarcll sllould coinnlence a new chapte~..

CHAPTER VI.
TIXE PISIIXEN VALLEY A N D THE KHOJUK PASS.

WE started from K\vcttah on a beautiful
moonlight night. The lofty mountains, Chiltun and Tulrkatoo, which enclose the valley
of Shaul, lifted their bold forins magnificently
relieved against tlie slry, and I could not hot
think, what an errrtl~ly paradise it would become, if it had those blessings of peace and
security of property ~vhich the cliffusion of
Christianity, the great civiliser of mankind,
would give it ! As me entered the Pass where
the last skiruiish llad talren place with the
enemy, in the former expedition, the moonlight and dayligl~
t mere struggling for the
mastery. Proin the mouth of the Pass, a full
view of the valley was obtained, with its arnphitheatre of hills, and 1.he citadel of I<n~ettah
in the centre ; the soil and the rocks nrcre di-
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versified wit11 iuany lri~ldsof English wild
flowers, which irl*esistibly carried me liornc to
my dear native land ; amongst thern, tlie coninlon red poppy was the ~llost consl~icnous.
Tile strata of the rocks in this neighbourhood
are more rernarlrable than ariy that I Iiave
elsewhere seen. They run almost perpcndicu]al.ly, and it was evident that somc a\rfill convulsiorl must have raised the pl-evious horizontal formations, ant1 pitchctl tlicm on their
edges. They appeared to be formcd of lirnestone in distincl strata of abo11t five fcet d e p t l ~
each. The heat of the sun i n this pass was
greater than I l ~ a d hithel-lo been esl)osecl to
\\~itlioutsllelter. T h e pass is of consiclcrablc
strength, and mighl easily bc illade good, cspecially against an cncmy advnncing fi.0111
Pishecn into the valley of Sllaul. f i t Ici~gtli
me en~ergeclinto thc Vallcy of I<uchlalr ; t h e
scent of the soutl1el.n-\vood that covered tlie
ground was delicious; a halt was sounded,
and I sat under the shade of some roclrs,
which n young officer of $1. 31. 41st, who sat
by me, told me were covcred with illcrl firing
upon thcin in their retreat f'rom I-Iylrnlzye.
A11 was now still and silent, and solnc flanlring
parties which me scnt out saw no one. I n about
lialf an hour we reached l<uclllalr, oLlr CII-
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camping ground, and right glad was I to obtain
shelter from t l ~ eburning hctlt. The next clay
the cffccts of this unmontecl exposure to the sun
showed themselves in a violent bilious headache ancl giddiness, w11ich compelled me, after
some unsuccessf~ll effolats to sit my horse, to
take to a doolie, i n which uncomfortable conveyance I was jolted to the encamping ground
at Hyclerzye. I t hat1 rather lofty and rocky
I~illsto the east, and low hills to the west, bnt
was cornp~rutivelyopen to t l ~ enorth and south.
I n the valley was plel~tyof green wheat growing, lo which all lielped tl~emselveswithout
scruple, as forage was indispensable, the inhabitants had clccaiupecl, ant1 tllerc was no one
to receive payment. I n the cor~rse of tlie
afternoon nro were alar~nerl by a report that
the cneiuy had mndc a chnppao (sutltlen attack) on 0111- camels, nrhich were out at graze,
and had carried thcm off. A party of cavalry
was sent out, and it was found that the Brahooee camel-ixen mere carrying them off to
the enemy. We werc delightccl to see thesc
useful beastscome2lon1eagain in safcty. There is
much in our adventures to illustrate scriptnlsnl
ancl patriarchal timcs. I n this case one coulll
ft~llyenter into t h e consternatio~iof the scrvant of Job, who came to him exclaiming,
10
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T h e Chaldeans macle out three bands, anif
fell upon the camels, ant1 have carried t h e m
away, yea, and slain the servants with the e d g e
of the sn~ord,ancl I only an1 escaped alone to
tell thee." (Job i. 17,) A more disastrous
occurrence can scarcely be conceivecl, to travellers in a country where no dependence c a n
be placecl upon any supplies but those which
they ca1.l.y \\lit11 tl~ern. I11 expectation of n r riving the next clay at the sccne of the former
defeat, I earnestly prayed that God woulcl
either avert an action, or cron7n US with victory.
Thursday, April 28. I t was exactly a. niontli
this clay since the former afiir, and I set o u t
from Hyderzye earriestly repeating my supplications that the remembrance of t h ~ tclay
miglit be obliterstecl by a diKererit result.
mrc i~asscclaloilg a very fine road, through t h e
vallcy of I~uclrlak, divcrsifiecl \ritl~English
flo\~ers,uiltil about scven o'clock A . nr., when
we arrived ul~ontlic site of the former action,
and in~mediatelyperceived that me were cles
tined to witness a second. The hcights in
every direction were cromdecl 1vit.11 men.
Horseinen mere galloping to and 6.0, and a
flag mas displayecl at each end of the low hill,
which liad been tlie former point of attack.
LL
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In the front was a level plain, gracl~~ally
nscending. On the extreme left were some low
hills, increasing in height towarcls the Pass,
traversed by ravines, and terminating in a
bluff point overloolcing the Pass, and com~ l e t e l ycommanding all around it. The point
was covered with the enemy ; in advance of it,
extending across the plain, were some low
hills, through which ran the road, and upon
which horsemen mere from time to time riding,
now rapidly, now slowly, flourishing their
snfordsand curvetting their horses, as if in defiance. More to tlic right mas the hill with
the flags, considei~blylower than tlie bluff
p o i ~just
~ t described, and perhaps mitliin juzzael
(native rifle) range of it, thougll not within
muslcct shot. Bet~veeiithis hill with the flags,
and the low hill, mas tlle roacl, out of which,
and from behind those hills, tlie enemy's cavalry had cliargcd with such deadly eEect on
the retreating light companies on tlie former
occasion. On the extreme right were some
slight elevations, to which the treasure, ammunition, and baggage-camels were drawn off,
under the protection of a company of Bengal
foot artillery (European), and two or three
companies of native infantry, comrnailcled by
Major Sotlieby. T h c Bcngal artillcry, Captain

Leslie's horse artillery, ailcl the reserve, OCCLIpied the centre of thc plain, and two guns,
uncler Lieutenant Brett, were detachecl to the
low hills on the Icft. The 3rd cavalry were
y
dramll np fronting tl~eroad. I took ~ n station
in front of the treasure, on a slight elevation
commnndil~ga very good view of the whole.
The enemy were occasio~lnllyfiring matchlocks
and juzzaels at any individunls who ndvancecl
within ~robnblcrange. About I~alf-pastseven
A , nr. Lieutenant Brett opcned sr fire upon t l ~ c
bluff point, with shrapnel, ancl Captain Leslie,
upon the low hills in front, where thc cavalry
were showing themselves. The shot at first
were sr little too low, but tl~isbeing col.rectecl,
they fell in ainong tlicm with full effect,
and we could see them running about in evident confusion. Under cover of Lieutenant
Brett's guns, a party of European ancl native
troops, under 31qjor Sin~monds,I-I. 31.41st
regiment, advancing up the low hills on the
left, crossed the ravines, and gradnally a t ~ d
steadily gained the height. Tomartls t h e
summit they were obliged to makc a circuit,
and were hidden from our sight belo~vfor a
few minutes, during \rhich time there was a
very sharp fire of musketry ancl n~atchlocks.
I t was n n~ontent of intense anxiety. A t
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length I heard a loud cheer, and an instant
after some lieads appeared above the height,
and my hanlaul shouted that they werc our
people. " Thank God for that !" I esclaitned,
giving vent to breathless anxiety, and immediately after, I saw the enemy scrambling
down the almost precipitous face of the hill,
follolved by the Europeans and sepoys, firing
at thc111 wherever they could get a shot.
IInd thc cavalry a t this moment charged
round or over the lorn llills i n front, they
~voulcl have inet them coming down the
steep face of the hill, and their loss must
have bccn great.
But a cloud of dust,
raised by thc advance of Major Cochrane's
party, rendered it, I in~agine, not easy to
ascerlaiil the precise state of things ; and the
cavalry, consequently, hncl no ordc1.s to advancc till their oppol-t~initywas lost, and tlic
greater part escaped, though some mere cut
down. Major Cochrane, I-I.M. 41st regiment,
liad been sent with a party tomartls the left,
and Captain Woodbnrn, 25th regiment N. I.,
to the right of the hill where the flags were
flying, jnst about the timc that Major Simmonds' party was supposcd to have cromnetl
the height.
It was espcctcd thxt, as Bcforc, tlic principal
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struggle mould have been a t this poirit; but
seeing the 1lig11er hill in our possession,
their
flying, arid two parties advancing
upon them, they seemed to be seized \\{it11 a
panic, and ~ r e c i ~ i t a t e abandoned
ly
their position, scarcely firing a shot except during the
atlvance of our troops, and leaving their two
flags, one of which was obtained by the light
coinpany of the 8th regiment, N. I., commanded by my friend Stcuwt. As these two
pal-ties approadled the hill, the doolies followed to receive the \vounded, and I followed
tlie doolies; 11ut when I saw the hill crowned,
tlie green flag of the Prophet torn clown, and
" tlie flag that braved a tllousand years thc
battle and tlie breeze" flying in its place, I
could contain no longer : illy eyes fillecl with
tears of joy, and, setting spurs to my llorse, I
Aew up the side of the hill, and was among
the assailants, congratulating and shaking
hands, nithi11 five ruinntes of the enemy's
quitting it.
T h e defence mllich the enenly had thrown
up was a very trifling affair ; my horse stepped
over it without difficulty or hesitation, it could
scarcely have afforded cover for a m a n lying
do~vn. One coulcl not survey tlle hill without
lrondering tlint such a slaughter could have
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taken place before it, or without perceivi~~g
that tlic point of attack selected, on the 18th
of March, mas the only one that 111-esented
any difticalty. T h e field was now our own;
tlie eneiny mere flying in all directions; the
various Iieigl~ts,cornmancling the Pass,were
rapidly crowned by our troops, and the canlels
aiid baggage i~assecl on in perfect security;
only small parties of Affgl~answere seen on
very clistant heights far out of range, and by
nine o'clock a. &I., an hour and a l ~ a l from
f
its
commencement, the whole business mas terminated.
T h ~ i sended the second affair of IIykulzye,
a great contrast to tlie former, and though I an]
constrained to confess that at the first instant of
excitement I shared in the gscnernl feeling of
disapl~ointment tliat the enemy llnd fled so
l~recipitately,and \vitIi powers for future iniscl~iefso little impaired, this soon gave place
to elnotions of grateful thanlisgiving that God
had so graciously answered our prayers, ant1
given us the victory with so trifling injury ant1
no loss.
Lieutenant Ashburner, 3rd cavalry, mas engaged in a personal str~igglewith a powerful
Affglian, and received nine mounds, some of
them very severe ; happily they clicl not prove

dnngero11s, and during our s h y in I<ancl,zhar
he pcrfcctly recovered. The ferocity of these
men, n,liell brougllt. to bay, is surprising. M r .
Ashburner, two Eul-opeans, and, I thi~lk,six
natives wouncled, none of tlieln clangesously,
constitutcd all the casualties on our side. The
nulnbcrs and loss of tlie enemy, i t seems impossible to cstilnate with any accuracy. They
were not probably above fifteen hundrecl, if
so many, and 111eil- loss could not have excecdecl t11irt.y. Alid here I may remarlr, with
1.ega1.d to actions in this country in general,
tliat very little dcpenclence is to be placecl on
t l ~ estatei~ientsput forth as to the ene~uy's
loss. That thcy spare no exertions to carry
off their dead is undcnii~ble; and the knowledge of this fact seelus to give each one a
license to estimate thc loss at what lie illinks
probable : certain it is, that very few bodies
are generally fo~lnd; and they so constantly
~vherethey
Inlie U P their position in
have tlie cover of rocks or large stoncs, comlneilce their retrcat i n sucll exceedingly good
time, alld are so perfectly acquainted with
every nulls11 and ravine \vhich may afford
tlieln means of escape, that I am inclined
to tllinlc their loss is generally less than is
supl~os".
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As I went th~.ouglithe Pass, I saw a little
cron-d on the left Iiand, a r ~ d supposing
one of our people 111iglitbe hurt, rode u p to
ascerlein, but found they were s t a n d i ~ ~round
g
the body of an Affghan. 1% was an old man,
I>u( l ~ a l en ~ ~po~verfill;
d
his b~isliybeard liad
been dyed a yello\vish red, after their fashion,
but was now, poor fellow! dyed with llis own
I)lood. I l e had been overtaken by the troopers
of the 1101.se artillery, one of whoni Ile had
\voui~dedmith a spear, and so tenacioi~slydid
lie gmsp this weal~on,tlint even when mortally wounded, a strong European had great
dificully in WI-encliingit froin l ~ i sgrasp. He
was shot tl~rougll the hcad, and bayoneted,
or run througl~the body with a s~vord. The
o\rcrtalcing ancl k i l l i ~ ~ofg illis miln I l ~ a dsee11
fi.0~1the top of the hill, t11ong.h I dicl not
exactly liilow what was going on. A n cspression of pity, whicll I uttcred over hirn,
urns received by the surrounding crowd ~vith
higL disdain, ancl I rode away lamenting the
vindictive feelings which in this unhappy
contest llad been more tliail ordinarily excited
by the treachery and criielty of the enemy,
They appear to have quite t l ~ ec11;lmcteristics
of mild aniinals ; they will not ellgage ~ r i t han
equal opponent if it can be avoided, but pounce

on a clefenceless roan like tigers ; when assailed
they will retire if p~.acticable,other~visethey
turn on tlleil. pursuers with the utmost fel.0city, and sell their lives as dearly as possible.
A lllan on the Iiigh hill, being overtalren,
threw hiniself, s\vorcl in hand, upon the bayonets, nnd tliough he was killed instantly,
succeecled in \\rounding a soldier of the 41st
rgirnent in the neck; another who had concealed llilnself in a nullah, being discovered,
rushed upon a soldier, \vho received him on his
bayonet, yet even with tlle bayonel; in his
chest, ~~~rcnolied
tlie n~nsltet from his assailant, and wo~lldhave cut lliin down, had he
not been shot by a sepoy.
This was the first time I had ever seen wcapons used for the destrnction of human beings,
and, in looking bncli, I mas not a little astonished to find my feelings and emotions so
diff'erentfrom wlint I should have anticipated.
If any one hnd asked me, when on a quiet
curacy in England, how I expected to feel
under such circumstances, my reliance on ruy
ownheroism was so srnal1,that Isllould certainly
have expressed my wish to be anywhere else than
amidst such a scene. I was not, however, now
sensible of any such feeling ; on the contrary,
I had a strong desire to press forward and see
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the worst ; n desire, by-the-bye, which was afte~.wardsaccomplished in a nlore consiclerable
afiiir. And since neither in youth nor manI~ood,h;ive I ever been r e m a r h b l c for ferocity, 1 conclude that innn must be natui.ally a
fighting animal, ancl the cowards the exceptions to the rule. I can well imagine a
person having many uncolnfortuble sensations
in the prospect and prya7-ution for EL. battle,
but I cannot conceive of his having much
thought of self or of fear, when the action comiiiences. I am the more confirmed in this
opinion, fro111 observing that all around m e
seelnccl to share my sensations, aillongst whom
were several young It~ds, just arrived from
Englilnd, and on their way to join their regiilielit5, ur110 of course were as unncquuinted
with such scenes as mysclf.
W e el~cltnipedilealq the conside~*ablevillage
of IIylrulzye, which was entirely dcserted by
its inhabitants, who had taken to the hills.
I t was melancholy to see fine fields of growing
wheat, the hope of the year, tranlpled clown
and devoured by tllousands of caniels, horses,
tattoos, and bulloclrs. B u t s ~ ~ are
c b the miseries of nrar. It mas ubsolutely necessary thnt
our cattle shoulcl subsist, and if the invaders had been clisposerl to pay for what they
H
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took, there mas no one to receive it. I n the
course of the day the town was plundered by
the camp followers, and set on fire in several
places. I t blazcd throng11 the night-a dismal and revelling spectacle; and when w e
passed tl~roughit the next morning, was a heap
of mud walls and mouldering ruins.
I n the evening I 11acl the melancholy satisfnctioil of committing to a decent grave, w i t h
the rites of christian sepulture, the mangled
~*emainsof those who h ~ c lfallen on E a s t e r
i\Iond,zy, RIarch 28. They had been l y i n g
exactly a month, abandoned by the enclny to
tlle jackals, pariar dogs, and kites. I t w a s
a humiliating sight, indeed ! Po~.tions of
eighteen boclies had been collectecl ; many of
the skeletons were still tolerably perfect, the
slcin being clriecl upon the bones; and solme
were recognized by tl~eircomrades, by t h e
colo~lrof their hair and other marks, o n e ,
by a wound in the ; r r l received in the Burnlese mar. Captain 3fay was discovered b y
his profusion of fair hair. I scarcely know
any lesson on t l ~ cfrailty of man, that has m o r e
impressed me than the sight of these poor remains. But little more tI~an a month before, I had seen them in all the vigour of life,
many of them SO young that they seemed l i k e
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blooming boys; and then to look a t the blackened, son-dried, and half-devoured slieletolls before me! Could they b e the s a i l ~ e ?
Surely that sentence in tlie Buvial Service
must have told on every one's heart as it did
011 mine,-"
&Ian that is born of a u701nan hnth
but a short time to live, and is full of iniscry;
lie cometli up, and is cut clown like a flower:
Ile fleet11 as it were a shadow, and never continuetli in one stay." T h e whole of H. 31.
41st regiment,wl~omere off duty, \rere present,
and a great number of officers. Thus ended
this niost exciting day.
On tlie 29th, we marched fro111 H y k ~ ~ I z y e ,
tl~l.ough the smoky remains of tlie town, to
tlie nortl~bank of the Lora, River, seven iniles.
Tlie liills werc iilost singularly groupcd to tlie
riglit and in front, s u ~ a l l ,pointed, all ttlilce,
and succeeding each other regularly, like tlie
waves of the sea. T o the immediate riglit a n d
left of the road the country .was intersected by
deep nullabs, with perpendicular banlts like
walls, inucli resembling thc b a n k s of the I n dus, and evidently caused by the action of
water percolated through the loamy soil, and
undermining it. T h e Lora R i v e r flows a t the
bottom of a deep ravine, the desccnt tllrong]~
which, pl*ecipitous on the outer side, ollly alH 2

lowed t h e caniels to proceed singly, ancl caused
great delay in getting up tlie baggage, and
passing the guns.
30th Rlal.cli. Proill the Lora to ICilla a b
Doolah, eleven miles. A fine road, ricllly
cultivated on both sides, ~vitlijno impediment
tlie mliole vay. Though the irrigation had
heen much neglected, tlie barley was still very
fi~le,and much of it in ear. A s we did not
expect t o find mucll forage for the two or
tlilbeeSollo\ring clays, all hands were employed
oil the line of march, i n cutting the green
wlicat a n d barley, and loadilig bullocks, tattoos, and asses. A lcind of farm-house on t h e
left, and n village on the right of the 1.oac1,
mere fired by our people, tmd sent up volumes of'
s~llokeand flame. At about the middle of o u r
mal.ch was a large mound, natural I suppose,
like sonie of tlie immense turnuli i11 the west
Englilnd. I rode to the top of it, and found
that it had been used as a burial place; it was
covered ~ v i t hlittle heaps ofstones, the common
RIussuln~antombs.
I'ai~~iesof the erienly were hanging on our
rear to-day, three of whom mere killed by t h e
trool~ersof the 3rd cavalry, but they cut down
several of our followers, and amongst ~ I i t ' l ~ l ,
I fear, a poor camel wan, who had charge of

of'
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a governnlent camel, furnished to mc. A t
least, he mas never heard of afterwards, and I
conclude must have perished, for, being an
IIindostanee, he could not have deserted with
safety. 13e was rather unwell, and I fear
must have lagged behind and gone to sleep.
I was much distieessed on liis account. The
apathy of the natives, and the reckless manner in which they stray and cspose themselves
to danger, would be incredible to those who
have not witnessed it.
Tlie sun mas exceedingly hot, and the clust
distressing in the extreme ; indeed, for soine
days, we had always, about twelve at noon,
a stiff' breeze, which lasted till evening, raising
cloucls of dust. W e mere told that this is ail
almost daily occurrence during the hot weather in this coontry. We encamped in a
beautiful plain, having tlie I<hojuk Range
to the north, in front, arid Rilla ab Doolah, a
neat fort, about one inilc and a half to the
left. Saloo Khan, who resided here, and who,
wit11 3Iahomcd Sadik, Ex-Nawab of I<nlcttah,
had bee11 opposing us a t Hykulzye, on Tl~ursday, had sent in to offer his subinission, ant]
rnaily were the conject~~res
as to whether he
would Le received, 01. n~hetherIcilla t ~ Doob

la11 would be destroyed as Hykulzye had been ;
but the evening passed off quietly, and t h e
fort was spared.
I t is clistressing to reflect that the poor cultivators, wllo have but little interest in t h e
qilamel, are the great sufferers. Their standi n g crops destroyed, and villagcs burnt, they
have a fearful prospect for the coming year.
T h e state of this coun1:ry appeared t o m e strikingly ant1 literally illustrative o f a pa6sag.e in t h e
Boolcof Judges, ml~ichI met will1 in course of
scripture ~.eacling,and which present circumstances rendered peculiarly impressive. Judges
vi. 2-5: '< And the hand of Midian prevailed
against Israel, and because of the Midianites
the children of Israel made them the clens
which are in the mountains, and caves, a n d
strongholds."-Often have I watched a t night
the flitting lights in these " clens ant1 strongholds," in the rocky mountains around IC~vettall.-" And so it mas, zolren Israel ltucl souin,
that the Miclianites came up, and the iirnaleltites, and tlie children of the East, everr
they came up against them. Ancl they encanlped against them, and destroyed the kcrease
of the earth . . . for they came up with tlbeir
cattle and tl~eirtents, and they came as grass-
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hoppers, for multitude, for both they and t h s i ~
ca~nalswere witliout number, and they entered
iuto the land to destroy it."
I t is clifficult, nay impossible, to those who
liave not witnessed it, to conceive the sudden
and total desolation cairsed by the passing of
an Eastern armament, in whicli tlie cattle nnrl
followers are ge~lerallyin the proportion of
four or five to one of tlie fighting men. I t
may truly be said, " T h e land is s s tlie garden
of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness."
Sunday, May 1. May-day ! A delightful
festival at home, recalling to LIS poor exiles
many a plensing recollection of garlands,
spring flowers, anrl village childl.en, in tlie
green glens of E i ~ g l a n d ;R I I ~happily thoug.11
so far distant, a day of rejoicing also to 11s.
Our halt gave us a comfortable iiigl~t,~rithout
the necessity of rising in the middle of tlie
season of rest; and we had a n opportiinity of
uniting in prayer and praise to the Author of
all our mercies, some in the moriling at eleven
o'clock, in tlie mess-tent of H. If. 41st regiment, and all in the evening in the open air,
where the European ti.oops were drawn up in
sc-uare. This plarl of assembling the tl-oops i n
t11e evening allowed then1 a n extra nap in the
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morning, which they mucli neecled, for thcre
was no way of collecting thein b u t in tlie
ope11air,anrl they must have been roused n p very
early, on accorii~tof the Iieat. I n t h e sermon
to t l ~ emen, I took occasioil to allude to t h e
events of the past week, the gratitude due for
the success which God had given us, and the
solemn ancl humiliating thooghts suggested
by the sight of the poor manglecl rcmains
of their late comrades. There were some
voluntary attendants from among t h e R o manists, and all were exceeclingly attentive.
I n tlie middle of the day a Cossid arrivecl
with a note from Brigaclier MTymer, announcing that his brigade, from Icandahar, was on
the other side of the I<hojuk, a n d ready t o
co-operate with us on the morrow. T h e pleasure afl'orded by this good news was further
inclseased by our hearing that S i r R.Sale had
obtaiiled a victo1.y over Achbar K h a n , a t Jellaitbad, and retaken fbur of the guns captured
by the enemy at Kabul. Shots were firing
aronnd a t intervals during the day, parties
of the enerny's horse were seen hovering on
the liills,and rumour was very rife through t h e
lines, as to the degree of oppositiori we might
expect to encounter to-morrow. T h e \vater
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at ICilla ab Doolah mas deliciously clear and
good.
Monday, May 2. The " General " souncled
at one A. nr., the " Bssen~bly" a t three A . ar.,
but some of - the troops having mistaken the
l.oad, it was four o'clock before we got fairly
on our way. As the clay broke, and we adilanced into the Pass, we col~lddistinguish
small bodies of Affghans scattered on the various peaks, and, strong parties being sent to
oronn the heights on the right and left, we
sooil heard a smart five anlong the hills,
wliicll was kept up in rear, at intervals,
during the day ; but the liciglits immeclia~ely
overlooking the Pass being secured by our
people, they could clo no liarln to the coluiiln
or the baggage. I t was clreaclfully fagging
rvork to the flal~lringparties, for the ascents
were in inany places so steep as to be scarcely
accessible. The enemy made no stand, rapidly retreating from hill to hill, and keeping
so far o u t of range, that with all their fire
they but slightly wounded two of our people,
and lost but two of their own.
The Pass was exceedingly pretty, having a
great deal more verdure on the hills than [
had seen anymliere i n Sincle. The1.e were many
fine trees, and their fresh green foliage, with
H 5
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the bolcl forms of the rocliy heights beyorid, and
the green turf in the foregroond, strongly reininded me of some parts of the north of England, though on a much laimgerscale. A s wc
proceecled, the llills approached each other,
and the ptlth narrowed, until tlie camels began
to get janlined into a dense mass, and seeing
little pisospect of a passnge for sorne time, I
sat clown under the cool shade of a high rock,
ancl made a very co~nfortable b r e a k h s t on
cold beef' and liard-boiled eggs. I then coritrived to wiiid my way through strings and
strings of camels, till I came in sight of'
the steep ascent of tlie Pass. H e r e I saw t h e
heights in front crowned by trool>s, which,
from tlie distance, could not be ours. I soon
ascertained that they were a part of Drigadier 'ATyn1er'sforce, wllicli had been sent to
meet us from Kandahar, and in sccnring those
heiglits ,in the morning, their worlr had been
nlucli sharper than ours. They had two men
lrilled ancl some wounded, and had lrilled
about twenty-five of the enemy.
I t is difficult to credit all that one hears
about the superior marskuanship of these
people. E can imagine, that well screened
beliind a rock, with a rest for their piece, and
a fixed mark, they may hit a t considerable
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distances; bnt when conlpelled to move, as in
following an enemy, or retreating from height
to height, they appear to do very little cxecution, with a great expenditure of anlmanition.
The Pass, at the place where the steep
ascerlt commences, turns to the left ; there
are two roads ,up which, generally speaking,
the canlels are co~npelleclto pass singly : these
roads l ~ a v ea steep ascent and descent, and
then rising again, unite a t the top of a ridge,
w11et.e is a little table-land. Over the ridge,
to the left of the spot where these roads
unite, or allnost unite, so that you can pass
fi.om onc to the otller, there is, in :I tlcep
l~ollombetween two llills, a spring of delicious
water, which trickles from one little basin of
stone to another, in a most pearly and limpid stream, which strongly relllinded me of'
the gushing rills of Lancashire and Yorlishire.
Prorn the top of the ridge two roads branch
off, uniting again before they emerge into the
plain ; one of these was reserved for the guns,
which were dragged by nlarlual labour; both
were very narrow and exceedingly steep, indeed alniost precipitous, and many camels ant1
some bulloclts fell undcr their loncls, and ellcumbered the Pass with their dead bodies.
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A t the top of this ridge J found a detachment of the 25th regiment, N. I., with
Teasdale, and several other officeiws,surrouncling a cIooIie, well supplied with cold beef,
tongue, kc. I t was now tiffin l,irne, and I
did iiot hi1 to ~ v a i lnlyself of their hospitable
iiivitntioii tojoin them. H e r e I reixained for
a loilg time, Iloping, amongst t h e interminable strings of cilmels, to see something of my
o w n ; hot I p z e d in vain.
T h e viems on both sides of the riclge mere
very bold aild beautiful. While here, a sepoy
of the 25th regiment brongllt in a prisoner,
ahom he had intercepbd in n mountain path,
and wlio afterwards turned out to bc a Cossid
in the employ of Captain I-Iarnersley a t Icnrettali. H e mas a stout lad, of about eighteen,
wit11 coarse features, mounlecl on a good grey
~ ~ o n yand
, vell armed. The Ellropean soldiers, finding his matchlock with a nlusliet
10cli upon it, proclaimed it, a t once, one of
tlie spoils of I-Iylculzye, ancl spolre of notlling
less than hanging for tlie poor boy. H a v i n g
better hopes for Iiiui, I was smuscd t o see him
sittillg pinioned on the ground, surrouncled by
the men, ove~~vvlielming
him with questions in
English, to which he responded in Pushtoo,
lnucli to tlieir edific a t'ion.
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Despairing of seeing anything of nly camels, among such a mass, I rode on with
Lieutenant Porbes, of the 3rd light cavalry,
down the road which the.guns had traversed.
Proceeding between two lines of hills, I at
length, about five P. M., arrived at the camp,
having been on the road more than twelve
hours.' Several of the officers and men, on
rear-guard, and crowning the heights, were
twenty-four liours on duty, and this under a
burning sun. For the poor camels it was a
dreadful day ; mine were twenty hours under
theii, loads, and that on a.very steep inclined
plain ; for as they could only pass singly, tlieir
progress was very slow; ninny ftliled nltogether, and theil. loads mere left on thc roacl.
I saw a vcry filic bullock, with n c o ~ ~ p lofe
trunlcs, lose his footing and roll down the
steep : he brolte his leg nild was obliged to
b e shot.
As we emerged from the, pass, we sam the
Bengal camp on some low hills, and a few of
our own tents being'pitched, I made my way
to the 3rd cavalry lines, and fortunately found
the mess-tent up. 1 threw myself on the
ground, under its shade, and slept sounclly
till dinner-time, for I was exceedingly fatigued, and after dinner made my may, half
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asleep, to my qila~*tel*s.Happily the camels
were there. I made my servants hastily pitch
the tent, and prepare the bed, nnd leaving
everything else as it mas, threw myself
upon it, and slept uninterruptedly till broad
daylight. Such mas the passage of t h e
IChoj uk.
W e were very glad of a llnlt on the following day, for the sake of the cattle a s well as
ourselves, and found leisure to view t h e troops
of the sister Presidency. The Bengal sepoys
are very fine men, much taller and larger
limbed than those of Bombay; and the Shah's
irregulttr cavalry, in their cricuson dresses,
were remarkably showy and picturesque. T h e i r
horses mere in very fair condition, though it
was said that during the minter they had heen
almost starved, and had only improved in condition since they got the green ll~ccrneas fomge. The thcrmorneter was now about ninetyfour degrees, at noon, in tents. T h e mornings mere still, but about twelve nt noon t h e
wind becnnle exceedingly boisterous,mithclouds
of dust, and so continued till about five P. M.
The nights mere cool and pleasant.
T h e water is procured here in a singular
manner. A lorn piece of ground, between two
hills, is covered with turf, but no water is to
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be seen ; if, honever, a small pit he C I L I a~ ,
few iilches deep, i t mill fill with water ; and
when emptied speedily fills again ; so that in
due time a sufficiency nlny be oltaioed. It is
wholesome, but, from the way in which it is
obtained, very thick, and must stand some
time Lcfore it can be used.
I observed very few wild animals, insects,
or reptiles, betmeen Kwettali and this spot,
nor did I hear n single jacliall. There are a
few slllaIl Iizilrcls, and the most common insect
is a Black flying beetle, larger than n coclrchafer; they have horny heads, and Lul-row in
the ground. I was nlucli amused on the ICIIOjuk Pass, by observii~gthe attei~iptsof one of
thorn to roll up-hill a piece of dried horse-dung,
about five tiules his own size aiid weiglit. The
muscular power h c displayed mas very great,
getting on the lower side, and standing on
his hind legs, while he pushed it with his fore
legs like hands ; but, alas ! poor fellow, when
he had raised it a few inches, like the stone of'
Sisyphus, it rolled back upon him, carrying him
away with it ; and after many an unsuccessful
attempt, I left him still persevering in his apparently fruitless endeavour.
TVednesclay, the 4th. Dined at tlirec, P. M.,
and at half-past five P. M. set out from Cliurn-
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nlun on a night march of twenty-five miles, t o
I<olRie, tile first s],ot from hence where water
is to be foulld. I rode with the 3rd cavalry,
rpl~of~rllledt l ~ eadvance ; the road lay across
flat p]dn. Some little confusion mas OOCasioncd at first, by the baggagc closing ill on
both flanlis of the cavalry, so that a halt mas
ordered till it could be removed to t h e reverse flank. During this I ~ a l tt h e scene was
very imposing. I n tlie extreme baclrgrouud
were the lieiglits of the IChojulr range, upon
wl~icli the enemy's match-fires were just keginning to twinkle. In the foreground, amidst
clu~npsof bushes, were the general and his
staff; surrounded by. the picturesque drewes,
taper spears, and quivering. pennoils of' the
Sl~ah'scavalry and Sltinner's horse, ancl t h e
neat and elegaiit ,liglit grey uniform of our
own cavalry. The intermediate space was
occupied by a dense mass of thousands of
camcls, lvit.11 ewry kind of load, and in every
imaginable variely of attitude m i l position ;
cam]' fblloi~rersof every descriptioli ; horsemen
galloping to a ~ i dfro on the flanlr; and t h e
evening breeze wafted the din of lltln~an
voices in various tongues, the sounds of dogs,
bullocl~s,camels, and asses, all mingling togetiler in a confused Ilobb~lb. Amongst
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ol?jects, aclding to the effect of the ficene, mas
a troop of retainers of a son of Guddoo ICl~an,
ntho had fallen in oulSservice, between Glluznee and I<helat-i-ghilgie, " faithful found
among the faithless." These Inen were well
mounted, and hundsomely clressed, and by the
variety of their costume relieved the masses of
cavalry ; the chief' himself, in crirnso~iand
silver, wit11 a large white puggeree, mas
~nou~ltecl
on SL stout Herat horse, the bridle
and head-gear of which were richly decorated with silver scales, manufactured, he toltl
us, at JCandahar. H e was a fine-looking,
middle-aged man, with a jet black beard, trncl
piercing dark eyes. Behveen thc horse's ears
was iixed a little apparatus of silver, like the
small candlestick used for sealing letters.
This, he said, was to liold a light; I suppose
to ignite the lxatcli of his matchlock in war,
and liis pipe i n peace. No one wlio has not
witnessed it, can conceive the unique and pioturesque appearance of the line' of- lllarch of
an Indian army. The. masses of nlen .uld
animals strongly .reminded me at this moment
of I)anby's splendid. painting of,the passage of
the Ned Sea. As we moved slowly on, it grew
dark or rather starlight, ancl I became very
sleepy. A halt was sounded, thnt the rear
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mig]lt close up, and I dismo~~nted,
ml.al)l)ed
myself in niy cloak, lay on tlie ground, and
had an hour's sound sleep. EIappily, lllan is
so constitutcd, that he speedily adapts himself to change of circumstances ! 1 thought
neither of rheunlatism, fever, nor snalres, all
of n~liich~vould probably have troubled my
nlind a few months ago. On we went again.
I nras riding with a party of tlie cavalry
officers, and one of them was singing " T h e
l\lisseltoe Bough" for the general entertainment, when flash went a matchlock, wit11 its
sharp report, from sonie jungle 01-1 the right.
Here again the force of habit mas obse~.vable.
We had been so constantly fi~*edat, more
or less, since our leaving I<mettali, that it
excited but little attention; some one remarked that he slipposed the f'ellonf considered llilnself a Iiero, but the song m;rs not
intel-rupted for a nlomeiit. Anothel- halt, and
a doolie mas brought up, containing cold beef,
tongue, kc. The servants made a little-fi~.eit was about two A. 31.-and sitting round it
in our cloaks, we lliade such a supper as me
could. we mcre now getting very tired.
The day began to dawn. Another halt. Major Waddington, Captain Reeves, and I, lay
down with our heads on a hillock, and fell
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fast asleep. U p again, and on again. W e
were tired to death, and looltirig gliastly. I t is
not easy to conceive the fatigue of marching
sucll a distance at a foot-pace, deprived of
one's natural rest, and barely ~*ecovel~ed
from
tlie toil of passing the IChojult. At length
we reached our halting-ground, ninong some
fields of green wheat; a joyful sight for the
camels and horses, whose supply of food had
been veryscnnty fbr three days before. O u r baggage arrived a t the same time wit11 ourselves,
and rejoiced indeed mas I to get into my tent,
having never been illore tired in my life. But,
alas! rest there was none, for tbe day
turned out the most windy a i d clusty I have
ever known. I 1vas ol~ligeilto pass it in ~ e r fect inaction. Such were the cloutls of clust,
that it was impossible to write, for the pen
became cloggcd, and the paper covered every
moment. I tried to read, but from the same
cause my spectacles became so diinmed t h a t
I could not see. I tried to sleep, but such
was the irritation produced by tlie dust a n d
discomfort around, that d e e p fled from nle
notwitlistanding my weariness, ant1 I had nothing for it but to sit with a handkerchief over
my head, nxy eyes sl~ut,and " iny countel~alice1llol.e in sorrow than in aliger." I t mas

I64

THE PISREEN VALLEY

ill truth exceedingly depressing ; the whole
atmosphere mas filled ~vithdust, SO as to produce the effect of a tl~ickLondon f o g ; notiling to be seen above four yard8, ant1 t h e hot
wind I)lo\ring a hurricane. I t did not cease
wit11 the setting sun, as all other dust stornls 1
had ever seen had clone, but colltinued t11roug.h
the night, though not with the same violence.
6th. Left Icolgie a t four A. or. T h i s morning nras as cold as the previous d a y had been
hot; tlle wind mas blowing fiom the northcast, as piercing as I ever felt it in a winter's
day in l3nglancl. This nus st surely be t r y i n g
to the strongest constitution, yet my health
continued perfect. T h e route was over a very
good road, and without incident. T h e dust
still continuing, I saw littale of t h e country
around till we arrived at Melnlundee, twelve
iniles and a half. Here me encamped, t h e
liills on the left assuming a rell!arkably bold
appearance, in nlany parts quite perpendicular
for some hundreds of feet ; our carljp was in n.
I~ollon;on the right side of the valley. T h e r e
was a rulnoul. that an attack was t o be
made on tlle treasu17e to-day by Sufter J u n g ,
~vithtwo tl~ousand horse ancl three thousancl
foot, but we saw no trace of any enemy. T h e
water here mas good, but deficient in quantity,
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and rec~iiiring.tobe 'drawn':u p fi*&nia. depth,
There is. a well abdut bne'. third the distance
ti-otn Icolgie; bn' the right of :the i~oad,.and
. .
.two .othe~sabout h a l f ~ ~ a y.It.
. mas in this
.n~arcti,that a. portion of ~ord'.;I<e"rie's army
'weiae in,great' ilallgei of pel;ishin~froin 'thirst ';
-they were.com~elledtd :pideeed.to: the Doree
river, eleveli, ldilks :faither, :where. both -men
and;.beasts, inful.iktted.'by thirst, 'rushed pellme11 into' the :water'; . lil~e.&t& it!Kolgie is
,
.bhclrish ancl ;bad;. , .
.
.7th; -Blirel~ed!at' four A; M. : upon T~lllt-ipool,( (the :woodenabridge,) ,on - tlie : banks of
t h e : D ~ r e e ; ~ . t l lioar1:'was:
ie
gooil.' .It' seeriled
scarcely: possible to conceive any other:coul.rtry
,where one ,could tl."vel So-far and see's0 little
.of. i'ntereit; All 'was 'desert ; all' of one unih i m ,sandy colool., except .'where brtificial
.ii.rigatio2n.pi.oduce here and. theie a little
*egititidn.. - Wk caine to such ,a:i i ~ o tnbar
the i*iver;' the vill'age ~ i a desertdd'and
s
ruined.
k,niuititnde thr'em ,tl~ethselves~u~on
the girow.ink: crbps,'and - speedily. wnverted them into.
forage. A melancholy sight !. but such as the
cruel necessity of war' rendered inevitable, for
,how otl~ermise could about. four thousand
head of vnrious Iril.rds'of cattle have subsisted ?
These scelles so frequently occu1,1.in&,seemed
1
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to give peculiar force to that petito
tion of tlie Litany in which me pray God
Ld to give and
]weserve,"-" to our zrsc the
l<indly fruits of tlie earth, SO as iu due time
me ?ncty mjoy them." These poor peoplc sow
wit11 vcry little certainty as to who shall
enjoy tlle fruits; ancl though it lnay seem fan~ t that this petition mas
ciful, I c:niiiot b ~ thinlc
by a soinewliat similar state of society in which the freclueiit civil waiss, and
ini-on~lsof enemies, must have caused sufferings of thc same kind. The peculiar beauty
and application of these various petitions is
liltle tl~ougllt of iu thc uniform course of
ordiiiary life, but circumstances, like passing rays of light arid shade over a landscape,
throw thern out from tinle to time in a striking a i d vivid light. Thus, after the catssti.oplie at Iinbnl, the petition for " all prisoners and captives," became invested with an
iiitcrcsl in my mind which it never possessed
1jefol.e. Arrived in camp, I found Colonel
Stacey seated on tllc glsound, with a brother
of S : ~ ~ OIclian,
O
who had come t o negotiate
terms for hiln :-a tall mau of powerful frame,
but beginning to 11end from age, with a fine
aquiline nose, arched eyebrows, and bushy
beard. He was clressecl in a large white pug-
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geree, or tnrban, and a loose outer garment of
ca~llelhair, with sleeves, called a chogah, beneath wliicli was a cummerbmd, or girdle of
immense folds. Tlie great quantity of clothing which tlley wrap round tlie head and person, renders them almost impervious to a cut
fi.oin a swoid, but is an insufficient defcnce
against a tl~rusteither fi.0111 sabre or bayonet.
I n the evening I walked out to look a t the
river; an inlmense bed cut into various gullies
011channels, and grown over with tamarisk jungle. If it is ever filled, if must be of an enormous width. At present the stream ran
under the left bank, of tolerable breadth, a i d
about three feet deep. This morning I killecl
n s~nallwhite sco~*pionin my tcnt ; the oilly
venoll~ousc r e a t ~ ~ Ir chad seen in tlie country,
though others liad seen sriakes of various
Mnds. There was some firing in the night
on the outlying pickets, but; happily no injury
done.
Sunday, 8th. TVe marched at half-past four
A. 31. to Deh I-Iajee, eleven miles.
Here I
first saw the arched roofs, of sun-dried bricks,
which necessity has taught the inhabitnnts to
build ; tlle want of wood both for fuel and
building purposes being very severely felt.
The centering of the arches exllibitecl consi-
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clerable skill ; the rooins are cool in s u m ~ n e r
and warm in w i n t e r ; an immense improvement on the ill-constructed poplar roofs which
are . found tllroughout the valley of Shaul.
Tlle appearance of a group of houses with
these little domes is mocli like that of a large
cluster of bee-hives. Some of them were
built around a quadl*angle, with a fortified
gateway, and planted with rows of mulberry
trees. Altogetller it mas a pleasing contrast
to t h e utter. dcsert through ~ v l ~ i cwe
h had
been previously passing. . The village was
well ~valled.and in good repair, and plentifully supplied with water, both from wells
n~ithin,and a stream without. Somc buildings
within seemed to indicate that it had been
inhabited by persons of consideratioll, but i t
was now utterly deserted and empty. On our
road we passed two heaps of stone, in a busial
place to the right, which I was told were the
to~nl,s of Lylee a n d Iilu,jnoo~~,two lovers
fan~eclil! Persian story.
Captain Leslie, of the horse artillery, had
talten up his cluarters in a large vaulted building, ~vhich h e kindly offered for divine service, a purpose for which i t mas exceedingly
well adapted ; but it alarmed the sensilive
nerves of a political agelit in camp, lest it
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might be n sacred building, and our 1.eading
~raye1.sthcre might oflend the religious prejudices of the natives, though not one nras to
be seen, the place being entirely deserted: so
the general was prevailed upon to countermand the order, alid m e betoolc burselves to
the hot nicss-tent, which woulcl not hold
half the iluniber, where I celebrated divine
scrvicc, and prenched from Matt. xxii. 2. I t
seen~eclludicrous enough, after defeating arltl
I<illing the men, burning their villages, rind
plu~lderingtheir fields, to sho\v such extreme
corrsideratioii for their j'celi7lys in a deserted
village, where not one of then1 was to be
found. I t reminclecl me strongly of old Isuak
TITalton's directions for prepariilg a, fieog for
n bait, " as tliougll you loved him," in liis
" Coml~lcteAngler."
Between I<aracl~eeand this spot I hntlseen
buildings about \1111icli there could be no doubt
that they were musjids, used as timaveller'sbungalows, privale houses and hospitals, where
every 3lussulman's abomination, such as grilling pork, drinlcing brandy, pawnee, wine, kc.,
was 11ractised without scriil~le; it seemed that
the only casc in which their feelings mere to
be consulled, was when it mas proposed to
worship God. 11 stralv, or any trifle, mill
I
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serlre to shorn mhich way the wind blo~~rs,
and
a trifle like this may exemplify the kind of
nonsense for which, under the name of political
rrisdom, the governulent has in many instances
l~aiclSO 1nl.gcly in these countries.
9th. Marched from Dell Ra,jee to IChooshah, fonrteen miles. After passing a deserted
village, me came to onc which, as well a s
I<hoosh-ab, was friendly to u s ; it was
consequentlly p~otected, and wc encamped
among w11eni ficlds, in a fine open valley, i n
fill1 view of I < a ~ ~ d a l ~an
a r ,object upon which
nfc gazed nlitl~ no little satisfaction.
The
valley is large and richly cultivated, bounded
by bolcl rocky hills, one of mhich is called t h e
13ulloclr's H u m p from its rese~nblance in
form to the hump of the Indian bullock,
rising abruptly out of tlie vulley, slielving on
the right side, and overhanging on t h e left.
The village of IClioosh-ab presented the same
beellivc-like appeal-ance as Deh I-Iqjee. T h e
n~nnnerof preparing the n ~ u dfor these sundried bricks fully explains the harshness a n d
tyranny of compelling the Jews to m a k e
bricks without straw. (Exodus v.) T h e mud
is brought t o a pimoperconsistency in a pit ;
they then strew over it a quantity of bhoosn,
i, e, straw chopped in pieces, about an inch
6
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in length ; this is well trodden and mixed, by
the feet of the work-people. Without the
bhoosa the bricks are little worth, being cleficielit in adhesiveness : it serves, i n fact, the
same purpose as the chopped hair in English
mortar.
On the following day (10th) we marchecl
fieom I<hoosl~-abto Icanduhar, six miles, and
encamped near the Kabul gate. My residence i n Icandahar nlay furnish matter for
another chapter.

CHAPTER V I I .

ONmy arrival at. I<andahal., I went by invitation to the mess of H. M. 40th regiment, on
account of which corps principally I had bee11
clirectecl to proceed thither, and there commenced an accluaintance with t h e officers
which I shall ever recollect with the liveliest
emotions of gratification. I had heard nluch
before, of the estiu~ationin \vhich they were
held a t erery station where they had been,
for their social virtues; and no one who has
rend anything of the exploits of t h e British
army, will need to be told of their gallantry
in the field. I have been with them both ?n
action, and in their social hours ; I have admired them in the former, and have found in
the latter, so much real kindness, friendship,
nnd attention, as will endear the corps to me

'

,

while memory remains. I found them in
cornfortable barracks, which had been originally. built for Shah Soojah's troops. Our
arrival was hailed with great delight, as we
brought with us several camel loads of letters
and newspapers, the garrison having been
elltirely cut off from colninunication during
the whole winter up to the period of our
arrival, and an accumulation of all their letters
during that period having taken place at
Kwettah, between which and Ktlndahar only
the smallest notea could pass, conveyed by
Cossids a t the hazard of. their lives, m a n j
of whom were ,sacrificed.
The garrison
had been subjected to great privations ; the
expense of feeding their cattle was enocmous; and the price of every article that
could be procured for lnoriey ertl-avagarit.
They had been again and again employed in
the field, and that without tents, in the depth
of winter. I am persuaded that their privations and exploits were by no means fully
appreciated, for owing to the exceedil~gbyevity of General Nott's despatches, tliey ]lad
not the advantage of having them made known
to the world.
. As my house was in the town, about a mile
off, it was not till we marched that I beca~ne
A
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entirely domesticatecl with them, ancl fully
aware of their estimable qualities, though I
used frequently to ride over and visit them.
MTe mere delighted to find that Kandahar
furnished abundance of lettuces, alld other
fresh vegetables, from mhicll me found much
benefit, having been for a long tiule living
alnlost entirely on animal food.
H. BI. 40t11, and the 2nd and 1Gth regiment Bengal N. I., were in the shah's barracks, the cantonment as it was callcd ; the
rest in tlle tomn, from mllich General Nott
llnd expelled all the armed inhabitants; a
highly prudential measure, for so vindictive
at that period were their feelings, that, on the
day me arrived, they cut down and n~urde~~ecl
an unfortunate bheestie of the light battalion,
within a few l~undredyards of camp. After
remaining four days in camp, I was rjuartered by Genera1 Nott's orders, in a house
in the tomn, belonging to a native horsedealel; but on arrival, found i t in possession of some Afghans, who were not at all
disposed to remove ; it mas dusk in the evening, and after much altercation I made my
people clear out a room, and took u p my
abode with them on the premises. I macle
severd applications to the police magistrate,
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either to give me possession, or find rllc another house ; at length, on the third day,
11aving been out, I found myself on returning
in quiet
and ascertained from my
servants the reason why they had been so tenacious. I t appenrs that I liad corne upon them
rather suddenly, and taken up my abode in
the rooin where their treasure was buried;
they were watching their opportunity, ancl
secing me go otlt on horseback, tlie onlier
llad gone into the room, and dug from beneath
the threshold, and fi-om the mud wall, a quantity of gold ancl silver, and severaI rings,
kc., on which the family dcpartcd contentedly to a smaller house in the neiglibourhood. Tlie occurrence was an evident indication of the unsettled condition of the country,
and the corltrivilnces to mllich a lawless anti
unsafe state of society had driven its inhabitants. T h e places of deposit were so carefully hidden, that none but those who had
made could find them.
I had frequeiltly
before seen these little holes open in the
malls of the empty houses into which I had
gone, but had no conception of their meaning.
A descl.iption of this house, in wliicli I
lived about three months, may serve to give

a general idea of domestic architectore at

ILanclahar. The gate opened from a narrow
lane, and led into a courtyard, one side of
mas occupier1 by a stable, large and
a sinnll enclosiire, with an eadgar or
niclie for praying, and a small room foi* a
filceer; a door in the wnll to the left led to
an i11uer court, and ilrin~erliatelyon t h e opposite sitle mas the dwelling-liouse ; it consisted
of tl~reepar-allcl rooms, openilig into each
other en suite, the front of each about fou~teen
feet, tlie depth about tn~eiityfeet. Thc centre
room wits open in front, ancl presented to tlie
court a lofty gothic al.ch ; the roofs of all
three were groined ancl vaultetl like the roof
of a gothic chorch, and very accurately and
I~eaotifullyfinished. Two had fire-placcs, precisely like the gothic niches for the images of
saints in our cathedrals, and the w~alls were
very tastefully orilarnellted by a process which
I saw liere for the first time; Lhey ~ r c r eplzrstered with clionain, (a rvliite cement,) nlld
stanipecl n~hile wet \vitIi carved figorcs of
wreaths and flo\re~.sin very pleasing palterns ;
the wllole was covered with a preparation of
talclr, which gave it n glittering and cluzzling
appearance; the effect mas exceedingly pretty.
The right of the court mas occupicd by tlie

kitchen, with bed-rooms above, to which tllere
was an ascent by a staircase under an archway, conducting also to the roof of the
dwelling house, which was finished in the
bee-hive form before described. The centre.
of the court was occupied by a well of delicious water, and one corner by a lusurinnt
vine, trained over a framework of poles ; the
whole was ofsun-dried brick, having no woodwork except the doors and door-posts: and the
manner in which the doors were panelled out of
very sinall pieces, showed the scarceness of the
material. Such, varying in size anrl ornament,
accol-ding to the wealth and rank of the
owner, are the houses in Kandahar. Those
of the chiefs have the gateways embattled and
fortified, the courts much larger, and often
prettily planted and laid out, and supplied
with streams of' water ; but their general plan
is sinlilar to that I have described, and the
open vaulted building in the centre is, I think,
universal.
Many have Tuhlthanas, rooms
either wholly or partly sunk in the ground,
sometimes as large and lofty as those above,
to which the occupants retire during the day in
the hot season. Their coolness is veryrefreshing to those who remain in them the whole day,
but rather dangerous to occasional visitors, from

I5
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the sudden change of temperature from the
external atluosphere on entering them. M a n y
of the officers who have resided in ICandahar
since 1839: have furnished their houses with
glass windows, mllich is a great improvelnent
in point of comfort; but the delicate latticenorlr which supplies its place in the windows
of the natives is very ornamental.
Being suddenly transferred froni a very
sn~alltent to a tolerably-sized house, I greatly
felt the want of furniture, and necessity
prompted Inany inventions, of which I will
give one specimen. I hnd with me but o n e
little table, and being no longer a member
of a regimental mess, exceedingly wanted
another at which two or three friends could
dine with me, a convenience nowhere t o be
had; at one time I thought of building a
kind of brick altar, but at length hit upon
the expedient of driving into the earthen floor
four stakes a t proper distances, cutting t h e m
off a t the height of a table, and taking from
their posts the doors of the outer court,
which were not there required, and fixing thcnl
on these stakes. They mere rather rough and
uneven, but covered with a thick Persian
carpet to hide inequalities, formed a very
tolerable table, at which I have enjoyed mally
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little parties, much more agreeable in remembrance, than others with more convenient
apparatus.
The city of Kandahar has been frequently
described, and by none better or more correctly, than by one who, I believe, never saw
it, the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, whose
book, when his means of information are considered, is a wonderful work indeed. As
some, however, mho read these pages, may not
have his or any other description at hand, I
may as me11 give a brief sketch of my ,own.
The walls enclose the whole of the city, for it
has no suburb; they form a rough oblong
figure, the sides of which are nearly towards
the four cardinal points ; the sides are by no
means right lines; in fact, the western wall
forms, from its extreme points, a very obtuse
angle, the apex of which is to the northward
of the centre. The following are stated to be
their dimensions, the circumference of the ramparts three miles and one thousand and six
yards, of which the western wall is one thousand nine hundred .and sixty-seven yards, the
eastern one thousand eight hundred and ten
yards, the southern one thousand three hundred and forty-five yards, the northern one
thousand one hundred and sixty-four yards;

the wall has a fausse-braye rather in a decayed
state, and is surrounded by a dry ditch, which
may average eight yards in width ; its depth
varies considerably in different parts ; on the
east side it is very formidable, perhaps ten
yards deep ; in some parts of the south side,
not more than the same number of feet. The
wall is about seven yards thick at the bottom,
about five at the top ; it has bastions a t regular
distances, with numerous loopholes for small
arms, and embrasures for guns, but there were
only two native brass six-pounders on the rampart when I was there.
I t has six gates, one in the centre of each
of the walls ; west, the Herat Gate ; east, the
Kabul Gate ; south, the Shikarpore Gate ;
north, the Eadgar Gate; these are the principal, but to the north of the Herat Gate is the
Tope Khana Gate, so called, from its leading
to the Artillery P a r k ; and to the north of the
Kabul Gate is the Berdouranee Gate. W h e n
I mas at Kandahar, the I-Ierat and Berdouranee Gates were bricked up, the former on,
account of the burning of the gate a t the attack
which I have already mentioned.
T h e Eadgar Gate belongs exclusively to the.
citadel, or Bala Hissar, a large square, walled
and battlemented, and connected by two cur-

tains, with the malls and ramparts of the town :
it contains the gardens and buildings of what.
has been a very handsome palace, has a ditch
around it, and against uative means, mould be
capable of an obstinate defence. I n the centre
of the town is a large octagonal building with
a.1ofLy dome called the Char-soo, or four mays ;
from this run four wide bazaars, parallel to the
malls, one to the Shikarpore Gate, one to the
Kabul Gate, one .to the Herat Gate, and the
other into a large sqaare fronti:~gthe citadel,
which is the Tope Khana. Here were several
native guns, mostly brass, old, a n d on very
clumsy.unwieldy carriages; as well as a good
proportion of six and ninc-pounders of our
pwn, and two eighteen-pounders, to which,
when the garrison of IChelat-i-Ghilgie was
withdrawn, two others were added. A rampart about ten or twelve feet in width ran .all
round the mall, and formed our morning and
evening walk, as walking outside, or even rid-,
ing to any distance, was by no means safe;
This rampart commancled a complete viey
both of the country and the city; the environs
must at one time have been exceedingly pretty,
but numbers of trees had been felled, to prevent. their affording cover .to the enemy ; there
were still, however, some very extensive and

flourishing gardens, particularly one near the
south-west angle, belonging to the political
agent, and one on the north-east, surrounding
a tomb, and approached by a broad avenue.
The burial.grounds around the city to the
north are very extensive, and abound in headstones of white marble, beautifully sculptured with flowered borders, and passages
from the Koran. TO the northward of these
burial-grounds, is a wide stony plain, used
as a parade-ground and race-course, bounded
by lofty rocky hills. To the west, the hills
are peculiarly bold and fantastic in form ;
between them and the town mere the cantonments of 1%. M. 40th, and the 2nd and 16th
regiments N. I., near which stood a conical
hill which served as a look out; beyond was
the Bullock's Hump, and under it the Baba
Wullee Pass, to the south of which rose a range
of rocky mountains, some like pinnacles and
others pyramidical, overlooking the remains
of old I<andaliar. This must have been a
place of much strength, and both the traditions of tlie Persians, and the conjectures of
Europeans, point it out as the Alexandria of
Alexander the Great.
I t has superseded several other towns ; Shah
Hussein founded one and called it Hussein-

&ad; Nadir Shah attempted again to alter
the site of the town, and built Nadirabad.
The present city mas founded by Ahrued Shah,
as late as 1753, but owing to the crumbling, sundried material of mhich it is built, it has already,
in mnny parts, the appearance of decay and
ruin.
The coontry to the east and the south is
comparatively flat and open. To the east,
west, and south, the plain is very fertile,
highly cultivated, and irrigated by canals from
the Urghundab River. To the south extends
a long range of beautiful gardens and oscha~.ds,
mhich I often gazed upon and longed to visit,
but it mas utterly unsafe to venture so far
without a very strong escort.
If, in our morning walks, me turned our attention to the town, it presented many interesting objects. The inhabitants, in times ofpeace,
have been reckoned at 50,000; when I was
there the population must have been much less,
as many parts were uninhabited. Still, however, there mere a considerable number of people, and their various occupations on the tops of
their flat-roofed houses, frequently arrested
my attention, and brought scriptural scenes to
my recollection. I have often been reminded
by a venerable man with long beard and flow-
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ing garments prostrate in prayer on the top of
his house, of St. Peter's vision on the housetop
at Joppa. The quadrangular courts within
the houses, and the parapets of the flat-roofed
buildings around, brought to mind the milvacuIOUS cure of the paralytic, and the earnestness
and faith of the friends who took him up to
the housetop, deterred by no impedirr~ents,
that they might lower him down and present
him before Jesus.
I used to notice a small musjid, where a bed
of flowers appeared to be tended with peculiar
care, and where almost every morning, I observed a carpet spread, and an old man with
two very pretty children. in an attitude of devotion, teachiug them to chant the Koran in
that meisured tone which they constantly use.
The soft sound of the children's voices in the
early morning air, was very soothing. There
is certainly something very impressive in the
outward appearance of devotion. among these
people, which, could one lose. the conviction of its formality, and the knowledge
of its erroneous direction, would be most delightful, and with which the timidity . a n d
shame of Christiana in the avowal of their
faith, and the practice of their devotion, form
a most unpleasing contrast. I observed that

here, and elsewhere throughout Affghanistan,
the sacred buildings were all decorated mith
large horns above the entrance, doubtless mith
the same intention of denoting power and
might, with which the like emblem is perpetually employed in Scripture.
The bazaars furnished a continaal fund of
amusement, in the various costumes, languages,
and countenances of the people; Affghans, Persians, Tartars, I-Iindoostanees, Chinese, &c.,
being all mingled in the buzz of trade and
occupation.
The Char-soo, the large central octagonal
building before mentioned, had the spaces between its entrances surrounded by a platform
of brick, of about the height of a table, mith
shelves and s l ~ u t t e nagainst the wall behind
it: upon this platform sat the dealers in silks,
cloth, linen, &c., and cap-makers. Here were
shawls from ICashniere, nankeens from Russia, fabrics from England and China, from
a11 parts of the world in fact, and the dealers
measuring out, and exhibiting them to theircustomers, with all that gesticulation and clan~oui.
which ever accompanies native discussions, be
the subject what it may. The centre was occupied by n mingled, jabbering crowd of men
on foot, irregular horsemen, ca~nel-drivers

with strings of camels, and a few groups of
English soldiers here and there, forming altogether a scene perfectly unique.
The four prillcipal streets or bazaars, from
which all the others diverge at right angles,
are very wide, and occupied by shops of tradesmen ; one quarter by the makers of posteens,
i. e. long coats of leather, with the hair of the
goat as a. lining, the stitching of which is often
very elaborate and ornamental. I obtained
one at Shilcarpore, which I found an invaluable protection against the cold during the
march through Sinde to Kwettah. Another
quarter was devoted to smiths and farriers,
others to the sellers of hardware and trinkets, glittering with the mingled mares of St.
Peteruburg, Birmingliam, and Affghanistnn ;
in another, matchlock ancl sword manufacturers were hard at work, and tinmen, who
made various culinary vessels and jugs, some
of very classic and elegant forms. Occasionally a savoury waft would tul-n one's attention
to a shop where a little spit was turning, with
a long line of kabaubs, and a crowd waiting
around for their share when the cooking mas
complete. There were also Hummums, (baths,)
where shampooing was said to be practised in
the highest style of the art, but I never could
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persuade myself that these public baths mere
clean, and, therefore, knew nothing of them
but the outside.
The groups of meu in these bazaars were
not less amusing than the shops. I n one
place were to be seen a circle squatted on the
ground around an improvisatore, either poet
or story-teller, reciting his productions at the
top of his voice, and accompanying the recital
with violent gesticulations, his auditory expressing their approbation as the natclre of the
subject required, whether grave or gay ; others
were gathered to hear and tell the news from
various parts of the country ; some were selling goldfinches, linnets, and other birds in
small wicker cages ; some riding or running
horses up and down, and offering thein for sale ;
and blind beggars mere not the least prominent
objects. I have understood that the dust and
glare to which the eye is so constantly subjected, cause many cases of ophthalmia, which
end in blindness. A noisy rout of children
mingled with every scene, and I could not but
observe the exceeding fairness of many of them,
as indeed of the adults also, who were scarcely
darker than Europeans. Here and there lnight
be seen a woman, but very closely veiled : their
dress is a long garment of white, the veil
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drawn round the head-dress near the forehead,
and tied a t the back of the head ; it flows d ~ w n
to the waist, and is of thick white long cloth,
with a strip of tllir~ lace worked in across the
eyes, like a little window, so as to enable them
to see, but entirely to prevent their features
from being seen; they walk gracefully, and their
long white robes and veils, give them a solemn
and nun-like appearance.
I n one corner of the Tope ICl~anais a large
mosque, into which groups may be seen entering, or returning from it with grave aspect,
throughont the d a y ; and if' the stranger is
traversing the bazaars a t the hours of prayer,
he mill see nlany a scene to remind him of the
Pharisees, who loved to stand praying at the
corners of the streets.
Near the Char-soo is a kind of gallery across
the bazaar, looking towards the citadel ; it is
called the Noubut Khana, and from this, a t
sunrise and sunset, resounds a most harsh and
discordant claruour of trumpets and kettledrums, which hideous din is, I believe, the
peculiar privilege of a royal city."
I must not omit to notice the singular habit
of the pariar dogs of Kandahar, which I have
never seen elsewhere. To avoid, as I sup* A aimilar nuiaance exists at Kabul.

pose, the extreme heat of the streets during
the hot weather, and to enjoy the breeze, they
have learned to ascend to the tops of the
houses by the different staircases ; and so expert are they, that I have seen them on tlie
very sllmniit of the lofty dome of tlie Char-soo.
I t is highly amusing to match their pranks ;
three or four will occasionally possess themselves of a higher elevation, ancl obstinately
contest the right of any others to come up, and
the fights which ensue are often savage in the
extreme.
Near t.he north-west angle of the city is a
very handsome tomb, erected to Ahmed Shah,
the founder of the Dourannee monarchy. It is
octagonal, with minarets ; ancl the lofty dome
is beautifully painted in flowered patterns, the
colours in such chaste and exqnisite keeping,
that it wns a great relief to the eye when compared with the glare of gay and flaunting colours which the native works generally exhibit.
I n tlie interior are to be seen grave persons sittiug on their heels a t low desks, and before
them folio copies of the Koran, from which they
chalit passages in ashrill, measured tone. 'l'hey
appear very intent, and once in passing apparently themost devotionalof the party, Istepped
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along the carpet on tip-toe, that I might not
disturb him; he mas not, however, SO lvrapt
in contelnplation but that he paused to ask me
for sonle pice, on receiving which he resumed
his occupation with the same energy as before.
I n former days no one could enter this shrine
without ptltting off his shoes ; now, however,
5ve do as we like, and since we take off our
hats, which they well know is our method of
showing respect, they ought not to take offence, we being always content with their putting off their shoes, and never requiring them
to uncover the head in showing respect to us
or our habitations.
Shortly after our arrival, H. M. 41st reginrent was quartered in the town, and on alternate Sunday mornings I celebrated divine service for them and for H. M. 40th. I n the
afternoon, I had two double-poled tents joined
together, and pitched within the citadel, which
accommodated the European artillery and a
congregation of officers, a t first very small,
but gradui~lly increased to a considerable
number, notwithstanding the heat, whiclx
about this time became very great, and continued, with frequent hot winds and dust
storms, until the period of our leaving. I see,

'
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by a memorandum made about this time, that
the thermometer in the sun stood at one hundred and thirty-seven degrees.
O n the 19th of May, a strong brigade under
Brigadier Wymer, in which mere 11. M. 40th,
Captain Leslie's troop of horse artillery, Captain Blood's battery, 3rd Bombay light cavalry, the Shah's irregular horse, and the 16th
and 38th Bengal native infantry, marched to
the relief of the garrison of the Ichelat-i-Ghilgie, which, while these troops mere marching
towards it, was attacked with great ferocity,
on the 25th of May, by a n immense body of
the enemy, and clefended mith the utmost gallantry by Captain Craigie and his small garririson, who defeated the assailailts with great
slaughter. A great number of dead were left
on the field, and I understood, from information subsequently obtained, that their loss in
killed and mounded was not under n. thousand.
The detaching of this brigade led to a n impression, on the part of the enemy, that the
garrison of Kandahar was so considerably
weakened that a n attack on it might be made
mith egect. T h e results of this impression
mill be subsequently seen.
On Trinity Sunday, the 22nd, after a n early
morning service with H. M. 41st, I designed

to have adniinistered the Holy Communion, of
which I had given previous notice; but, un. .
happily, nn alarm mas comn~unicatedfrom the
cantonments that the enemy were upon them
in great fol-ce ; I.1.itl. 4 l s t was sent out, and
in the bustle and excitement I had only two to
form my congregutioi~,one of whom was not
a com~nunicant,so that I was compelled to
postpone its adniinistration to another opportunity. The evening service also was very'
thinly attended. The alarm, after all, proved
to be false. About fifty horseinen were seen,
who scampered off as soon as they ascertained
that preparation was made for their reception ;
they were 11rohably a reconnoitring party
from a large force which was in the neighbourhood, under Prince Sufter Jung, a son of Shah
Soojah, who had escaped from Icandahar and
joined them.
On the 27th I accompanied General E n g land and his staff on a visit to Prince Timour
Shah, the eldest son of Shah Soojah ool BIoolk,
and,now, by hereditary right, the king of the
Doorannee empire. W e wcre introduced by
DIitjor Rawlinson, political agent, who acted '
as an interpreter. T h e prince's apartments
were in the palace, the greater part of which
was built by Ahmed Shah. W e were shown

'

into a large quadrangle, more completely oriental than anything I had previously seen.
One side was occupied by a building three
stories high, mith a flat roof and balustrade;
it had embayesl projecting windows, mith
richly carved lattices, and a style of architecture of Moorish character, something like
the drawings of the .Alhambra. The court
was completely surroundecl by a grapery, forming a cloister; a light framework ran all
round, the stems of the vines mere planted at
regular distances, and the branches and tendrils mantled over the framework in rich festoons. A t the end opposite the buildings was
a thiclr shrubbery, with many fruit trees and
wallrs ; the walks were broad, paved, and
planted at the angles with cypresses. The
centre was occupied by an oblong piece of
water, with a stone edging, perfectly clear
and full to the brim, in which various sorts of
fowl were sporting. Nothing could exceed
the coolness, tranquillity, and repose of the
whole scene, softened by the mild light of-sunset. A t the farther end of this piece of water,
carpets were spread, some of which, I was
told, were from Herat, and of considerable
value, though their appearance was much the
same as ordinary nummud, but softer. Hore
R
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sat his royal highness in a chair, I suppose out
of compliment to us. After our salaam, cl~airs
were placed for us, and conversation commenced. T h e prince is a man of about forty,
rather stout, his countenance heavy, yet not unpleasing, and improving much when animated
in conversation ; h e had n fine black beard and
eyebrows. Those who have seen them both say
that he strikingly resembleshis father, the late
shah. His clress mas of white silk and gold interwoven, with a loose outer vest of clark blue
cloth edged with gold. 13s manner was
serious and {lignified, without hauteur. I
looked with melancholy interest upon this representative of the Doorannee monarchs-a
king without a lringdom. I-le is said to have
the best moral character of the family, to be a
man of peace, and despised on tbat account
by the Affghans, as is natural among a people
nurtured in blood and turbulence. EIe inclines much to the British, and professed his
intention of accompanying the force should it
evacuate the country. W e complimented him
on the beauty of his residence, and when h e
spoke of Kandahar as compared with Kabul,
and other topics, expressed our regret that
we could not converse otherwise than by a n
interpreter. I-Ie replied that it had a l ~ ~ a y s

been a cause of regret to him that lie had not
been taught Englisb when young, that he
had made some attempts to acquire it, but it
mas uphill work. H e was determined, however, that his sons should not labour under the
same disadvantage ; they were learning English, but he mas sorry to say, they were very
idle, and loved their swords, guns, and horseu,
better than study. M e consoled him by the
assurance that such failings were not confined
to princes, or to his countrymen, and requested
to see the culprits. They were accordingly sent
for. The group, as they aclvanced,-the rich
dresses of the two boys, the black servant following in a long white dress, the buildings and
scenery around,-would have formed a beautiful subject for Daniel's " Oriental Annual."
Chairs were placed for them, at the right of
their father, but rather behind. After the
customary salaams, me assailed them with a
multitude of questions as to the sharpness of
their swords, the swiftness of their steeds, &c.,
kc. T l ~ e y mere very fine boys-I suppose
of about twelve and nine years of a g e ; the
elder rather heavy-featured, and much resembling his father ; the younger a very liandsome child, and full of animation. The elder
had, at his own earnest request, been sent out
K 2

on one occasioil with one of the brigades, but,
to his disappointment, they returned \ ~ i t h o u t
fighting. On the B n d , when the alarin of the
enemy's approach was given, he had ordered
his horse to be saddled, and told the prince .
be mas going oat with the troops, which,
much to his disgust, was not permitted. The
prince told us that when they were riding
wit11 him, they often wanted to discharge
their fire-arms ; but, as he did not admire that
kind of amusement, he was accustomed, on
such occasions, to send them to t h e rear to
amuse themselves. I fear the youngsters will
hardly prove such quiet people as their papa.
After a time we made our salaam, and retired.
Sunday, M a y 29. Divine service in the
morning a t half-past five A. AT. I n the course
of the morning, I-I. M. 41st, two regiments of
Bengal native infantry, and what cavalry we
had, were ordered out, on an alarm similar to
that of Sunday last, but with more serious results. After they were gone, hearing rather a
heavy discharge of artillery, and my people
telling me that they could see the enemy from
the top of the house, I ordered my horse, and
went to the Herat Gate. From the top of this, I
soon descried three dense bodies of the enemy's

,

cavalry, on some low hills about a mile and a
half to the north-west. They mere keeping
up a rapid and well-sustained discharge of
m a t c h l ~ ~vhich
k ~ , was loudly responded to by
the shah's artillery. T h e bulk of our troops
were hidden from view by a long belt of gardens between them and the town; but I saw
some of the movements of the artillery, as they
crossed the plain. After the fire of the artillery had continued for some time, it was
succeeded by a heavy discharge of musketry
behind the gardens, which I 'immediately concluded to be from our infantry advancing on the
enemy. After a time, I saw a large body of
horse, which had been the object of this fire,
making 08 towards the left at great speed.
On the right they collected, and came down
upon a village, of which they possessed
themselves, but were soon driven out by a
well-directed fire of shrapnel. They were
now flying in all directions, and by about
three P. M. all were gone. Their numbers
were computed at about five thousand, principally cavalry. I t was stated, upon informatioil subsequently obtained from some among
them who came in, that they had about two
hundred killed, and about the same ilurnber
mounded. The number of our mounded was
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about tmenty, and two or three sepoys mere
killed. Lieutenant Mainwaring, of the 42nd
Bengal N. I., was mounded; and Lieutenant
Chamberlayne, commanding a detachment of
the shah's irregular horse, here received one of
those many scars which are the honourable
testimonials of his gallantry throughout this
campaign. 13is cavalry, and the Poonah
horse, under Lieutenant Tait, did good service
this day, as did about two hundred Persian
horse, under Aga Blahomed Ichan, who was
in our pay. This man is of the royal family
of Persia, and an exile on account of some attempt to raise rebellion in that country. H e
is said to be the head of the Assassins, the
lineal representative of the Old Man of the
Mountains, and to derive a considerable income from the offerings of his sect. Sufter
Jung and Achtur K h a n mere present at this
action, and the mother of Aliram Ichan, who
mas blown frorn a gun in October, 1841, a t
Kandahar. This lady pretexided to a vision
of the prophet, and was playing Joan of Arc
among the Affghans.
At six P. M. I had service in the citadel, but
exposure to the distressing heat of the sun
during the morning had so completely fagged
both officers and men, that my congregation

was very small. I t happened ul~fortunatel~
that on two successive Sundays we had been
thus disturbed; but it mas most providential
that the loss mas so small. The enemy expected to have been joined by a large nnmber
from the villages around, and were much deceived in the strength of the garrison. Their
ill success completely broke their party, which
dispersed with mutual recriminations. Prince
Sufter J u n g surrendered himself shortly after
to General Nott, and mas received and treated
with greater leniency than he deserved; for
whatever cause of offence the Affghans in general had against us, from him and his family
we were certainly elltitled to expect gratitude.
I n the course of the week nfter the action,
while visiting the wounded men of H. M. 41st
regiment, seven in nnmber, I could not but
remark, as I had previously done a t Kmettah,
the remarkable cheerfulness and contentment
of these poor fellows under their sufferings..
One very fine lad, who had a ball through the
calf of his leg, was explaining to me the nature
of his wound, and I aslred him whether the
ball mas extracted.
" 0 yes, sir," he said, handing it to me,

with a smile, " here it is, such as it is ; it's
hardly worth calling a ball."
I t mas a round piece of lead, very small,
convex on one side, and concave on the other ;
evidently a piece of a bullet nllicll Iiad not
been cast, but hammered together, and had
probably separated when discharged.
You see, sir," he added-" poor creatures !-they've no way but hitting 'em together; they don't run 'em, as we do. Why,
one of our balls would make half-a-dozen
of 'em."
All resentment for his wound appeared to
be lost in an odd mixture of pity and contempt
for " pool- creatures" who, when they liad the
opportunity, had not an ounce ball to put into
him. I-Ie really appeared rather ashamed of
having been wounded by such an unmilitary
weapon.
J u n e 3rd. I was invited by an officer of thc
Bengal army to dine wit11 Aga Mahomed, the
Persian prince j ~1stmentioned. I accepted
the invitation, wishing to see as much as I could
of Eastern domestic manners, particularly
those of the Persians. If what I saw was a
fair specimen, (which I venture to believe
it was not,) I am quite satisfied. W e found
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tlie prince ill an open court, surrounded by
good buildings, entered through an embattled
gateway. I n tlle centre of this court mas an
elevated stage of briclrwork and chunam ; on
this was a large, low, native conch, covered by
a l'ersian carpet, as mas also the platfornl
itself. Light was given from large lantcrns,
fi*amed of mood and covered with thin gauze.
'tYe made our salaam, which mas graciously
returned, and we mounted the platform, which
was about the heigbt of a table, and on mllicl~
cl~airswere placed for us, being Europeans,
his highness sitting on his heels at one corner
of the couch, which thus served him both for
chair and table. The gliests mere a surgeon
of the Bengal army, who had been attending
one of the prince's followers who mas mortally
wounded in the action of the 29th of May, a
young lieutenant of the Bombay army, the
officer by whom I had been invited, and myself. My introducer mas the only one who
spoke Persian, and he, of course, was our interpreter.
Aga Mahomcd mas plainly dressed, wearing
the high Persian fur cap. He had a fine
black beard and arched eyebrows, a good
manner, and considerable vivacity. W e founcl
on the couch a few dishes of stewed meats
K 6

chilis, &c., as a kind of whet to the appetite.
TIe made many inquiries as to what could
have brought the Feringhee inoollah SO far,
whether he drank wine, &c. ; good-burnouredly expressed his dissatisfaction at the
scantiness of my beard, and seemed rather
shocked that a person of such sacred character should caress a spaniel dog that was
paying his court to the company. Finding
that the moollah's creed did not forbid the
introduction of liquors, he produced two or
three, all sufficiently abominable (for both wine
and spirits were at this time very scarce articles in Kandal~ar),but all evidently alilre to
Aga Mahomed, who " consumed" them, with
a facility which was perfectly marvellous.
This was before dinner! Meanwhile, the
~iunlerousservants who stood on the ground
around the raised platform appeared to be
under no ,restraint : they chatted and laughed
freely ,among themselves, made their cornments to the prince on his own witticisms and
those of his guests, and took a very considerable share of whatever was handed up, before
it reached us, A hookah, doring the intervals
of conversation, was passed round, of which
tliosewhomere smokers took two or three whiff#.
The prince asked if we would have music. Of
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course. Accordingly, a wild-looking man was
introduced, who, as our host informed us, mas
obliged to take a, certain portion of opium before he could perform. I-Ie carried s very
small guitar, and had a companion who was
the vocalist. They sat on the grouncl, and
I was about to give them my attention, when I
was told that it was not etiquette to listen
to them, and the conversation and laughter
proceeded as if they bad not been present.
Some of the airs were pretty, though I could
not say much for the weak performance of the
opium-eater, or the shrieking nasal tones of his
comrade. But what could be expected from
persons to whom it was not etiquette to listen ?
Meantime, serious preparations were making
for dinner. Water was brought round, and
we mashed our hands. A large oval flap of
cake, about one foot by a foot and a half in extent, and about three quarters of an inch thick,
was laid before each guest, to serve the threefold purpose of bread, plate, and naplsin. I
could not but think of the prediction of the
" dira Celano" to Eneas, as I found we were
literally reduced to eat the plates on which
we fed.
Dish after dish was now brought in, and
placed, without order or regularity, wherever

a vacant space appeared on the couch-rice,
pilau, kabaubs, stewed meats, curries, hardboilecl eggs, with several heterogeneous dishes,
which I cannot attempt to describe. Into
these, the guests, without scruple, plunged their
fingers, placed a portion on the cakes, and
thence shovelled it into their mouths with the
same i~istrumentsof natore's providing, the
servants around freely taking toll of the dishes
as they came up, in the like fashion. All
this was dreadful, but such was the aching void
within, that I was fain to eat, though " eye
of newt and toe of frog" had been mingled in
the viands. My attitude also was so intolerable, while sitting on a chair high above
the couch, which only reached to mid-leg, and
bending forward with elbows on knees, vainly
endeavouring to convey food to my mouth
with a scoop formed of three fingers, that I
followed the doctor's example, discarded my
chair, and sat cross-legged, tailor-wise, on the
platform, so as bring my face a few inches
above the couch.
Thus the evening wore away. Water, now
really needed, was again carried round, and
poured from an antique shaped vase, through
the fingers, into a small bowl, the servant holding the bowl with the left hand, and pouring
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fi-om the right. After this ceremony, a cup of
tea, and a farewell circuit of the hookah, we
made our salaam and departed.
This mas one of the few incidents which varied my life during my residence in Icandahar ; in general, the extreme heat which made
it impossible to go out from seven A. M. till
six P. BI., the solitude of my house during that
time, and the want of books, rendered it exceedingly wearisome. Visits to and services
at the hospitals, and divine service on Sundays, with a day occasionally spent a t the
cantonments with 11.M. 40th, mere the principal reliefs to this monotony.
On my visits to the 40th regiment, I occasionally inspected the schools both of tbe
adults and boys, and examined the latter in
the Scriptures and the Church Catechism, and
was delighted to find that, even in the field,
and under all the harassing service through
which they had passed, the schools were as
efficiently ltept up, as they could have been
i n barracks a t Bombay or Poona.+ Tlle ofi-

* An excellent plnn was adopted ill this regiment ofrequirir~g
ench non-commissioned officer to puss a freeh examination in
some higher branches of arithmetic, &c., bofore Ire could nttain,
the ncxt step ill promotioa. Tliis plan kept the school well
filled with ndultr, pnd gave all those wlio aimed at promotion
n direct motive for diligence in study, besides supplying the

cers were most kindly attentive to the comforts and real interests of the men, the men,
as a natural consequence, attached to their
officers, and a general good feeling reva ailed
fisom the higl~estto the lowest. Perhaps the
blessings of good government, or the miseries
of its opposite, are nowhere more strikingly
displayed, than in an European regiment, and
here I had the happiness to see an example
of the former, xhich, the more I became acquainted with it, excited my admiration the
more. I11 this corps, I could not but observe,
as I had previously done in H. &I. 41st, the
very great attention of the men during divine
service. Though under the most unfavourable circumstances, drawn up in hollo~vsquare,
and standing, as it is rather facetiously denominated, " a t ease," no signs of impatience
reginlent with respectable aiid weII-conducted non-commissioned officers. I t is much to be wished that the plan were
universally adopted. Pindii~g employmeut for the men,
and fitting them for rntionrd nmusemcnt and occupation, would
do much to abate drunlcen~~ess
nnd disorder, and render puniahrnenta unnecessary. As t~ proof of this, during the whole
time I aaa with I-I. M. 40th, though necessarily n period of
grcat liccncc, there was not an instance of corporeal punishment, and when we subsequently joined the army of reserve at
Perozepore, though several European corps met together, not
one man in the whole regiment who was warned for duty was
ever found drunk.
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or even inattention mere manifested, and
scarcely a man ever fell out from the ranks.
I fourid indeed, almost immediately upon taking the field, that it was absolutely necessary to shorten very considerably the ordinary morning prayers, which are used when
there can be a change of posture, and the
audience can sit donln during sermon. After
one or two experiments, I regularly read
the Litany only, in the open air service, and
this, with a sermon of about fifteen or twenty
minutes, was listened to without weariness by
all ; but I am convinced that either in the heat
of the hot season, or the chilly mornings of
the cold, it is almost impossible, even for the
best disposed, to maintain attention t o services much longer, unless the preacher have extraordinary powers of commanding the minds
of his hearers, and that the feeling of weariness, towards the close of a long service in
the open air, milst obliterate any salutary impressions which may have been created in its
earlier parts. The service in the evening,
which mas in a tent, and attended principally
by officers, was the full evening service appointed by the church, and here I found that
many of -the congregation, as well as myself,
were often struck with the manner in which
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the lessons from tllc Old Testament mere illustrated by customs around us. Thus, on July
3rd, (sixth Sunday after Trinity,) the lesson
containing the parable of Nathan to David,
on the Poor Man and his Ewe Lamb, brought
to mind the same sort of attachment as equally
prevalent here at the present day. The poor
among the natives are very fond of these little
pets, whom they ornament and dress up in a
very fancifi~lway. The sepoys frequently have
them. While I was at Kwettah, my horsekeeper gavc a rupee and a half (three shillings) for a little creature of this kind, which
literally occupied his hut and his bed, shared
his foocl, and was his constant companion. I t
mas ornamented with a necklace of ribbons
and white shells, and the tip of its tail, its
ears, and its feet, were dyed orange colour. I t
followed him whenever he took the horse to
water or to exercise, and "was uuto him as a
daughter."
About 15th July, orders began to arrive for
the breaking up of the corps levied in the
name of the late shah, and from thenceforth
the proceedings in the comulissariat and ordnance departments indicated an approaching
move, but none could divine what the government proposed to do with respect to the
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prisoners at Ghuznee and Kabul. All was
kept a profound secret ; and though the destruction of the fortress and stores at Khelati-Ghilgie seemed to forbid tlie hope of advance;
we could not bring ourselves to believe that
it was the intention of government to withdraw the whole force through the Bolan, and
abandon these unfortunate captives to their
fate.
July 26th. The 3rd regiment Bombay light
cavalry had a pic-nic at a village about six
miles off, near the Urgliundab River, called
Baba Wullee. I joyfrllly accepted an invitation to join them, for I had long wished to
penetrate beyond the singular chain of hills
which I have described a9 lying to the west of
Kandahar. I t will seem strange to English
readers, that this pic-nic was obliged to be
made uncler the escort of an hundred of Skinner's irregrrlar horse, for it was not considered
by any means safe to venture withoot a strong
guard. I set out early with Captain Reeves,
3rd cavalry, Lieutenant H. Seymour, I-I. BI.
40th, and Mr. Battie, 20th regiment Bombay
.N.I. The moment we passed the narrow
defile of Baba Wullee, the valley opened upon
us in all its beauty. The contrast between
this and the other side of the defile was most

strilring. Never had I expected to see anything so like Englaiid till I revisited it. T h e
Urghundab was gently winding through the
plain ; the meadorvs were as green as the
fields at home, and every little village surrounded with extensive, blooming, and productive gardens, " each in its nook of leaves."
I t was beautiful and refreshing indeed! M y
cornpailions were shooting, and in their love
of sport, and mine of scenery, we rambled, I
think, higher np the sides of the hill than
prudence warranted, especially as the guard
had gone on, for this was the very pass in
which Lieutenant Inverarity was murdered in
Lord ICeane's campaign. Happily, however,
nothing occurred to excite alarm, and in due
time me arrived at a fine tope (grove) of large
mulbe~.rytrees, in which was a small square
tank surrounded by willows and other trees
and shrubs, with one magnificent plane tree
at the end, near which some fakeers had built
a cottage.
On an eminence, a little above, was the
ruined mansion of Baba Wullee, who certainly
had displayed no little taste in the selection of
a site for his dwelling. I t was very picturesque, and as like a ruined monastery at
home, as ruined mud could resemble ruined

stone. The use of the gothic arch is universal
throughout Affghanistan. Behind the cell, on
the hill side, mas the tomb of the owner, with
a small musjid, and a fakeer or two as idle,
dirty, and ragged, as the rest of their tribe.
They described Baba \lTullee a s a giant, and
if the mound which they showed as his grave,
were, as they asserted, of the exact length of its
occupant, he lnuat have been a giant indeed !
I got a sketch of the tank and Baba Wullee's
house.
A double-poled tent was pitched in the tope,
and the horses picketted under the trees
around, for the tope was large enough to
shelter them, and give ample space to us.
Here we spent n long and pleasant day, slretching, chatting, shooting, sleeping, as inclination
and fancy dictated. Some of the party went
to the Urghundab, and netted a fine dish of
fish, which we had for dinner. I went with
another party into a large garden, where we
found the most delicious mulberries, and shook
the ripe peaches from standard trees ;and magnificent peaches they were. T h e trees in the
tope were so large, and the foliage so thick,
that we felt no oppressive heat, even in the
middle of the day, and returned in the evening
delighted with our excursion. Then there was

nothing to embitter its recollection;but 110w it
is saddened by the remembrance that three of
the finest soldiers and kindest hearts of that
happy party are inouldering in the deserts and
passes of those unfriendly regions, their graves
unhonoured and unknown.
August 4th. Preparations for moving still
proceeded. One of these had nearly been productive of very serious consequences. A quantity of superfluous ammunition mas directed to
be destroyed, and a serjeant of artillery had
incolisiderately spread a Iak and a half of ball
cai*triclges over a confined yard within the
citadel, and set fire to them. T h e explosion
was tremendous; the concussion was felt through
the whole city, and several glass windows (not
very plentiful in Icandahar) were shattered to
pieces ; several persoils were burnt and bruised,
though providentially none killed; and thc
balls flew in all directions several hundred
yards around. T h e appearance of the smoke
was peculiarly beautiful; it shot up in one
white column, relieved against the deep blue
sky, to u, great height, and then spread into an
immense palm-like head, evolving wider and
wider, till its distinct form mas lost.
One large division of tlie force was already
encamped witliout the walls to proceed down

the Bolan into Sinde, nn~lerthe coni~nand of
Major-General England. The other, under
Major-General Nott, was to go by some other
route. Much had been said about a road by
Dera Isniael Khan, but though no one pretended to hnozo, the fact that the whole of
the Europeans, (with the exception of one
company, Bengal foot artillery,) were under
General Nott, and that within the last day or
two, four eighteen-pounder guns, the destination of which had been hitherto kept secret,
had also been attached to his force, satisfied
the great majority that it was designed for
Ghuznee at least, if not for Kabul. I t now
remained for me to ascertain wit11 which of
these bodies I was to go, and I submitted the
question to Major-General Nott, n-ho very
kindly referred the matter entirely to my own
option. I did not hesitate a moment, for since
he had with him nearly the whole of the
European force, it was clear that there could
be no proper place for the chaplain but with
them. I commended myself, therefore, to the
providential care of God, not insensible to the
probable perils of the expedition, yet feeling
that I was in the execution of my duty ; and
I attribute it to his goodness that I had no
uneasy apprehensions.

And here I would remark, that in order
duly to estimate this expedition, and General
Notfs merit in the undertaking, it must be
viewed from this point. I t so happened,
through God's goodness, that its objects were
accomplished with a facility and a small
amount of loss which were perfectly extraordinary ; but this could never have been
calculated on. T o cut off all means of retreat,
to march a force consisting of not more than
seven tliousand fighting men, carrying with
tliem all their supplies, through the very heart
of an enemy's country, where a force not much
smaller in amount had been utterly destroyed but a fcw months before, was a n undertaking requiring no ordinary nerve and firmness of purpose ; tliere was, besides, no certainty
of any co-operation, for it was not till after
General Nott had possession of Ghuznee, that
he l a e m anything of the advance of General
Pollock, or whether indeed he had sufficient
carriage to enable him to advance. I t ia also
perfectly certain that it was mainly in consequence of his own representations of the practicability of such a move, that the order was
given to him to advance; to him therefore,
without disparagement to his
and able
coadjutors, it must, I think, be mainly attri-

'

buted that we were enabled to retrieve our
disasters in Affghanistan-to him, under God,
the gratitude of his country is mainly due for
the restored stability of our empire in the
East.
The Sunday before the march of the force,
July 31, I had the conlfort and satisfaction
of partnlring of the holy communion of the
body and blood of Christ, with a small party,
in which were members of all the three Presidencies; some were going with General Nott,
and some with General England. I t was very
unlikely that we should all assemble again to
worship God together, even if our lives were
spared; this consideration gave a peculiar solemnity to the service, and I trust we parted
with an humble and consolatory hope of reassembling a t our Father's board in heaven,
llowever our lot might be ordered on earth.
Surely of all men in the world, the soldier iu
the field most needs that source of strength
and resolution under all exigencies, which the
hope of the grace and favour of God, through
Christ alone, can bestow. Would that this
were more universally acknowledged, and this
spiritual aid more constantly and fervently
sought.

CHAPTER VIII.
MARCH FROX ICANDAHAR TO GHUZNEE.

THEprecise period of our removal from the
town had been kept as profound a secret as
everything else relating to t h e expedition,
until suddenly on Sunday morning, August 7,
the whole place was in bustle and confusion,
a t the departure of the troops. Only those
who have the management of such an undertaking, are qualified to judge of the circumstances which may have rendered it necessary
to dclay the move till that morning, and the
season was certainly too far advanced to justify the loss even of a single day; I could
only regret that such was the case, and pray
that better success might attend our expedition, than such a, commencement appeared
to
>
portend.
Although the march was not to commence

'
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till the following clay, the town ~voulcl have
no safe residence for a Feriughee, even fbr a
single night, after the troops had evacuated i t ;
strong guards were, therefore, placed a t the
gates that evening, to prevent the return of
auy of our people.
Timour Shah was to revisit India, with
General England, and Iiis brother, Sufter
Jung, at his own request, mas left at I<andahar, to hold it if he could; it was not anticipated that he would be able to do so;
and great confilsion alid bloodshed were expected to follo\v our retirement.
I-Iaving given directions for the loading of
my camels, I mounted my horse, and took
my last ride through the streets of Kandahar,
wit11 a heavy heart, from nlelancholy forebodings of the flames of discorcl which would
burst forth between those who ]lad favoured
and those who had opposed as, and with
earnest longings for that blessed period, when
wars should cease in all the earth. W e
pitched on the ground which General England had occopied at our first coming. It
was a wretched day; no public worship, and
but very little retirement or quiet.
I have since been informed by one of he
prisoners then at Ghuznee, that Shums ood
I,
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Deen Khan, the governor there, on hearing
that the whole of the British troops had evacuated Kandahar, caused a salute to be fired
in triumph, imagining that the whole force was
about to retire by the Bolan Pass; nor could
he be persuaded, till some time after, that me
really designed an advance on Ghuznee. This
was one good result of the secrecy which General Nott had so prudently observed; for the
time allowed the enemy for preparation was
much less than it would otherwise have been.
The following day mas spent in taking leave
of friends who were going with General England. Many a mutual benediction and good
wish was bestowed, but there did not seemone who would not have been heartily glad
to exchange places with us. The heat was
extreme. At this period it was from 111 to
116 degrees in our tents. The camp was
pitched in a line of great extent. The number of fighting men, I believe, did not exceed
seven thousand. The cavalry consisted of t h e
3rd Bombay light cavalry, ,Skinner's horse,
the Shah's horse; in all, I think, not much
exceeding one thousand. The artillery-the
1st troop Bombay horse artillery, the 3rd
company 1st battalion Bombay foot artillery,
3rd company 2nd battalion BengaI foot artil-

.
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lel*y, 1st troop Shah's horse artillery, (native,)
with a party of Bengal, and another of Madras sappers and miners. The guns werefour 18-pounders, two 24 Ib. howitzers, four
$)-pounders, twelve 6-pounc1ei.s; total twentytwo. The infantry-13. M. 40th and 41st regiments, and the 2nd, 16th, 38th, 42nd, 4Srd
Bengal N. I. W e carried' provisions for forty
days, which, with ammunition, &c., loaded ten
thousand public and private camels, besides
bullocks, asses, mnles, and tattoos. Tile followers it is impossible to estimate,' but they
must have been a t least double the nuinber of
fighting men.
On Tuesday, August 9, we broke ground,
and marched four miles. T h e 10th-a march
of ten miles brought us to ICilla Azeem, a
rather large fort, with circular bastions at the
angles. T h e water from a kareez here is very
good, but there is a stream which is exceedingly brackish. H e r e were some clifficulties
with regard to the carriage of commissariat
stores, which rendered it necessary to halt the
following day.
l , vil12th. Marched to ~ u l - i - ~ c l ; o o (the
lage of the school-master,) fifteen miles. During the first part of the march, owing to the
darkness, I got entangled among the baggage
L 2
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cattle, was nearly smothered in dust, and lost
a favourite terrier, which I never recovered.
As daylight appeared, and I got to the head
of the column, the scene became very interesting; the ground was prettily undulated,
and the waving line of red uniforms, the cavalry, guns, and thousands of camels passing
through it, was a strilcirtg contrast to the solitude around, and to the clarlc rocky hills rising
on each sicle. This march brought us to the
Turnuk River, passing th~*ougha valley, the
verdure of which was exceedingly grateful to
the eye accusto~nedto little but sterile rocks,
.
and plains of dust and sand.
13th. Marched a t four A.M. upon Shere-iSufr, (the city of rest,) eleven miles ; the road,
which was in some parts steep and narrow, lay
on the side of stony hills, by the banks of the
Turnuk, for some miles. A short distance
from the ground we were leaving, we passed
the village of Kul-i-Achool on the right; the
ground mas covered with southernmood, and
varied but little in cliaracter from that of the
previous day.
On arriving at our ground, w e found the
villagers bringing in fruit, grain, and bhoosa,
for sale. A few camels were also offered. For
all these supplies we were indebted to the tact .

and management of Major Leech, of the Bombay engineers, the political agent.
Sunday, 14th. Marched upon Teere-unDaz, (the flight of the arrow,) ten miles and a
half. The ground continued much the same :
the valley of the Turnitk, with low undulating
hills on each side, and higher mountains,
its extreme boundary, still fiirther back, of the
same bold, broken, and rocky character with
those a]-ound Kandalial-, and, indeed, throughout the whole country; the road, on the
whole, good, but often intersected by mntercourses. The laornings were now getting cold,
about sixty degrees, mhilc the middle of the
day mas still above a hundred degrees in the
shade; a trying variation of ternperati~reto
weakly constitutions, though we had very little
sickness.
A t five P. M. I celebrated divine service in
the mess-tent of 13. 81. 40th regiment, for
such as chose to attend. This service I was
enabled to conduct, throughout the expedition,
with very fbm interruptions, and it was generally the only service we had, fbr we always
marched on Sunday mornings, and it was impossible to assemble the men in the open air
in the after parts of the day. I t was tolerably well attended, but not SO well as it
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might and ought to have been. I t nlas a
cause of great regret to me, though not of
surprise, that I never could get any non-commissioned officers or privates to attend this
voluntary service. They were fatigued by the
march, many were oiedered for picket duty,
and, above all, there were no means of giving
them seats.
15tli. After marching about a quarter of a
mile, me came to the pillar which gives name
to Teere-un-Daz, a small obelisk marking the
spot where Ahrned Shah is said to have lodged
a n arrow, shot from the top of a ~leighbouring
stony hill. I had neither time nor means for
measuring the distance, but it did not appear to
me to be an extraordinary shot. 1 thought
Robin Hood, or william of Cloudeslee, mould
have beat him hollow. An idea of distance,
fornled by the eye only, is, however, very uncertain.
W e halted after marching about six miles,
and from the top of a rocky hill, the view of
the valley was very pretty. T h e hills'bounding it on the right were of a deep purple hue,
the plain of a lively green, from the southernwood and juwassee, or camel thorn ; herds
of camels and flocks of sheep were grazing on
the opposite side of the river; and the ad-

vancirig force could be traced far in the rear
tllro~lghclouds of dust, in the mitlst of which
bayonets were occasionally glancing, and red
uniforms now appearing and now lost to view.
At about ten miles distance we came to a
spot where an action was fought in May,
1841, between a body of about three tbousand
Affghans, and a detachment, under Brigadier
IVymer, consisting of a wing of the 38th,
N. I., two guns, anrl some irregular horse, escortii~gsupplies to Khelat-i-Ghilgie. The
affair lasted from six P. ni. till nine, when the
enemy went off, having utterly failed in their
object of seizing the convoy, and leaving sixty
Inen dead on the field, besides those they carried off. The spot is marked by a small mill,
situated near some broken ground, with three
graves of the warriors in its immediate vicinity. At about nine A.M. we halted a t Asseer-il-Mee, twelve miles distant.
16th. A march of eleven miles to Assia
Huzara; about mid-way we crossed a deep ravine, which obliged us to make a wide circuit.
On the road I missed my horse-keeper, and
when in camp, tlie other servants informed me
that be had been talren sick on the road, that
they had wished him to ride on one of the
canlels, which he declined, and said he would

'
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follow them. I was very anxious on his account, having previously lost a camel-driver in
a similar manner. T h e apathy of these people,
with regard to their own safety, is perfectly
astonishing, and a native, when sick, appears
to have no resource but to lie down and abandon himself to his fate. I n time, however, h e
appeared, and relieved my apprehensions.
Since we left ICandahar, four Sepoys, of the
27th regiment, N. I., which formed the garrisoi~ of Chuznee, hacl escaped from their
servitucle, and come into camp, exceedingly
thin and ragged. I had here an opportunity
of observing the horrible effects of caste, in
destroying the natural syn~pathies between
man and man. Although these men had behaved exceedingly well, yet because they had
been among i'i~fidels,and eaten with them,
instead of being received with open arms by
their countrymen, as they would have been
anywhere else in the ~vorld,not one would eat
with them, or permit them to associate with
him, or assist them in the least, b.ut they were
driven sway as dogs. How much is it to be
lamented that a system of superstition, which
so hardens the heart, should receive the encouragement it does from European Christians ! I verily believe this system would, be-

fore now, have been broken clown, had it not
been for this encouragement ; but European
~fficers,coming out to India a t a very early
age, are enthralled by it before they are callable of estimating its evils, and it becomes
the custom with them to extol " high caste
~nen," and to despise " low caste," even Inore
than the natives. Whatever ability a lnan
]nay have, his being " low caste" is sufficient
to exclude him from all the advantages of the
army and government employment, and the
strongest inducement is thus helcl out to the
perpetuating of the system. This feeling is
most strongly displayed among the officers of
tlie Bengal army; and it, never appears to
enter into their contemplation, that these very
" high caste men" whom they extol, so far
fro111 returning the compliment, loolr down
upon them as on a level with, if not inferior
to, the very lowest pariahs. A subscription
was here entered into for rewarding those who
had assisted in the escape of these poor fellows, and forming a fund for the relief of any
others who wight be recovered.
17th. A very dusty march of ten miles, to
Ichelat-i-Ghilgie, farr~ousfor the siege which
it sustained in M a y last, when commanded by
Captain Craigie, and under the political auL 5
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thority of Major Leech, to which I have
already referred. When the garrison was
withdrawn, the defences were demolished, and
it now presented only a heap of ruins. I t s
first appearance mas that of a table hill, sloping
on the two sicles, with a frustum of a corie
rising in the centre ; its form, however, is, in
fact, that of a. rude triangle, about one hundred feet above the level of the plain, with a
conical citadel of about ninety feet more. It
had beensurrounded by a deep trench, with a
mall of earth, and was supplied with water from
several delicious springs within. I t must have
been a place of formidable strength, under
any circumstances, even to Europeans. Nevertheless, the Ghilgies, without artillery, attacked it on one side, and at one angle, in the
most determined and persevering manner,
ascended the walls with scaling ladders, and
were bayoneted from them by the garrison.
The angle was defended by a 6-pounder gun,
and, as an instance of their determination, .I
was told, that one man was kille;l.id the-ern:
brasure under the gun. Their' loss, in killed,
was, I believe, subsequently ascertained by
Major Leech, to have been five hundred ; and
a large pit near the fort was filled with the
dead bodies, by the garrison, after the action.

Since the fort hns been abandoned, the Ghilgies have disinterred them, and walled in a
burial-ground at some distance. This was one
of the most determined efforts of the enemy
during the \var, and Captain Craigie, his officers, his gallant corps, and the whole of the
brave little garrison, well earned the honours
that have since been conferred upon them.
The night after our arrival here, two unfortunate camel-men, straying beyond the guard
were muidered, having their throats cut by
these wretches, who, at the same time, were
bringing large quanties of grain and bhoosa
into camp, professing friendship, obtaining
guards for the protection of their villages, and
quietly pocketing our rupees.
The next day we halted, and I occupied
rnyself in sketching the fort, though sorely impeded by the dust which clogged and smotherecl
everything.
19th. A march of nine miles to Ser-i-asp,
(the horse's head,) very cold in the morning,
and temperate during the day ; a great change
from the heat which we had formerly experienced : but this was easily accounted for, as
we had mounted from an elevation of 3,484
feet above the level of the sea, at Kandahar,
to one of 5,773 feet, which is that of Khelat-i-
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Ghilgie, and mere monnting daily higher.
During our halt, various native reports were
received, that Aclrbar Khan had broken off
all negociations with General Pollock, in consequence of a hint that General Nott's force
might march vih Kabul, and had declared that
a British force should not come by that route.
Two sepoys, prisoners escaped from Ghuznee,
and a cam.p-follower, from Kabul, came into
camp to-day, but could give no recent intelligence.
20th. After a march of about eight niiles
we encamped at Nomruk. The hills during
this nlarch exhibited a very different appearance from that we had llitherto seen, and instead of being bare rock, were dotted over with
trees, which, I was told, were principally
juniper. T h e general features of the country
became more verdant and pleasing, and some
of tlie windings of the river were exceedingly
pretty. Norwuk mas the scene of a n action between the Affghans and a small party of
artillery aild infantry, the whole under the
command of Captain Anderson, Bengal artillery, the infantry led by Captain Woodburn,
in which the Affghans were defeated. Thus
our every march was traced in blood ! I
dined with the 3rd light cavalry, and walk-

.'

ing in rear of their lines before dinner, saw
a group of people stauding round a bush. I
went up to them, and found them gazing
on a human heud, covered with blood and
dust. I t was that of an Bffghan, who had
stolen a camel, and being pursued by a party
of troopers and overtaken, had refused to
give it up, and made fight; he was shot,
and his head cut off, and brought in as a
trophy. IIow strongly does this barbarous
custolll illustrate many incidents of Scripture-David and Goliath, Jehu and the sons
of Ahab, John the Baptist and Salome ! I t is
almost invariable among the natives. While
I was at Kwettali, when the force under General England was retreating from Hylculzye
to ICwettah, Captain I-Iammersley, political
agent, sent a party of BraIiooe horse, called
the Bolan Rangers, to obtain intelligence.
About four miles out, they met a party of
Knulters, with whom they had a skirmish, in
which one of the ICaulcers mas killed. The
party returned at full gallop, and the Brahooe
commander wnllced into the residency, wherc
a large party were a t dinner, and after giving
his intelligence, puddenly produced from under
his garment the ghastly head of his victim,
from which the expression of mortal agony had

scarcely passed away, and the blood was still
dripping. How apt an illustration of David
brought before Saul by Abner, " with the head
of the Philistine in his hand," as an acceptable
offering. I mas not present on tlie occasion, but
heard it from several, and particularly from
one officer, who described the horrified countenances of the guests as strangely contrasting
with the exultant and self-satisfied countenance of the Brahooe, who evidently regarded it as an irrefragable proof of his zeal
and fidelity. I fancy that when excited and
in action, all nations are much alike ; but
certainly the Orientals appear to be naturally
more cruel, and to have a greater delight in
blood and mutilation than the nations of t h e
west, though doubtless the difference is mainly
attributable to the general reception of the
principles of Christianity, which more or less
affect the tone of feeling and habits even of
those who individually are but little under
their influence.
Sunday, 21st. A short march upon Tazee.
This is the spot where a brigade under Colonel Maclaren, which was proceeding to the
relief of Kabul at the end of 1841, was obliged
to return, on account of the depth of the snow
and severity of the frost ; the whole of their en-
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camping ground was whitened with the bones
of dead baggage cattle.* H a d divine service in
13. BI.40th mess-tent, and observed with great
satisfaction that the congregation was increasing, and particularly that many young officers
attended.
22nd. Another short march to Sir-i-Tnzee.
23rd. A march of eleven miles to Chusm-iShadee; the road was through a fine open
plain, with bold liills on each side. W e encamped with the river in our rear; directly
in front, and on the right side of the valley, was a peak, and in its side a cavern,
where an attempt had apparently been made
a t mining. The peak above, and the earth
thrown out of the excavation, were of a red
colour, denoting the presence of iron ore.
There were many.vil1ages and gardens under
the hills on each side, from which we obtained
abundant supplies.
24th. Halted at Chusm-i-Shadee; the alternations of temperature were now very great indeed. A t sun-rise this day the thermometer
stood at forty-six degrees, in the heat of the day
This place ie also memorable oa the aite of the first battle
between Shah Zemaun and Shah Mahmood, two sons of Timour Shah, in which the latter was entirely muted, (see
chapter vi.)

it mas a t one hundred a i d six in the tents ; yet
the force continued remarkably healthy. Suplilies during the clay were liberally poured in
flqoln the ncighboul*ing villages. IVe congratulated ourselves on meeting with so much civility
thus far, but felt that, under Providence, we
.cvere indebted for it to Major Leech, in whom
the natives appeared to have great confidence,
and whose tact in managing them was excellent. Repoi-ts, however, were brooght in that
.eve were to have a fight at Mookoor.
25th. Blarcll of seven miles to (2husrn.iGunjuk.
26th. Marched eleven miles and a half to
Gojan. The march of this day and the Jay
before was through a fine level plain, bounded
by hills, and well supplied with goorl water,
and abundant forage for c ~ m e l s . Villages
and forts were numerous under the hills.
About three miles from our halting-ground
we cnme to a broad ravine, forming the boundary line of the Ghilgie country. O n the
banks of this was asmall fort, built by Major
Leech, and intencled for the protection of
damks and kafilas. I t is now dismantled. 1
This was the scene of the slaughter of Guddoo
Khan, whose son and his retinue met us with
Brigadier Wyrner's brigade at the Khojuk.

.
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(See chapter vi.)
I3e was coming fro~n
Ghuznee, and mas first attacked a t Mookoor ;
he made his way to this place, and took refuge from his pursuers in this fort, then held by
a garrison in British pay ; his murderers, however, entered, (forcibly the garrison said,but this
seems hardly possible, it is almost certain they
were treacl~erouslyadmitted,)nrid effected their
purpose. Nothing satisfactory has ever resulted from attempts to take the Affghans
into British pay. A round hill, in front of
our present encampment, lvas celebrated as the
spot where a Goorkha regiment, under Sir
John Keane, ascencled the height and destroyed two hundred Affghans. Thus every
spot told some tale of blood and slaughter,
and the destruction of h~lniun life on both
sides dnring the lslst four years, must have
been much
than is generally sup- .
posed.
27th. A march of twelve miles to Mookoor.
The previous night and this morning there
had been rumours of attack, and we marched
in closer order than usual. Tlie quarterinaster general's party was a little in advance
' of the colu~nn
; there were parties of cavalry
on each flank, and two guns with the rearguard. After marching about three miles,

the light companies of the different regiments
mere ordered to the front, and all was expectation. On we went again, and canle to a
deep ravine, with some very broken ground,
where \ye fully expected to meet the enemybut no-A
little further, and a Cossid of
Major Leech's came in, and told the general,
in Oriental phrase, " That his name had driven
his foes away." A party, indeed, harassed
the rear-guulsd, but were driven o f with the
loss of three men, and without any booty.
W e arrived at the springs of the Turnulr, and
encamped on a level plain of green turf,
where the enemy had also evidently encamped
the day before. The turf was most refreshing to the eye, and watered by a delicious
stream, flowing from several springs, which
gushed out of the rock. On the left of the
valley rose a bluff roclcy hill, which towered
over our encampment. On the ridge of this,
five or six of the enemy sat perched like
crows; they complimented us with a few
shots, but were far out of range. There was;
however, a general expectation of what tlie
military men called " a little sniping" during
the night, which was not disappointed, though
no harm was done.
Sunday, 28th. The weather for two or three
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days had been singularly hazy, warm,
and oppressive. A t about nine P. M. on the
night of the 27th, while lying in bed, I had
a tremulous motion both of the bed
and tent, which I could only attribute to the
slimht shock of an earthquake; it occurred twice,
4
after an interval of a few minutes; it could
not have been wind, for the bedstead touched
neither the tent-pole nor the walls. I mentioned it in the morning, cautiously a t first, as
1 rather expected to be laughed a t for my
pains ; but I soon found that it had been very
felt, and by sowe much more distinctly than by me. W e marched upon Oba,
twelve miles, in the same order as on the
previous day, and distinctly traced, on part of
the road, the track of the enemy's two guns
part of the spoils of Ghuznee. The march
was very tedious, for the weather still continued most oppressive, and we were obliged
to halt frequently, in order to allow the camels
and rear-guard to close up. T h e eneniy gradually increased in force on the rear, and the
firing was pretty sharp and constant. At
length the officer commanding the rear-guard
sent up to say that there was not only a large
body of infantry, but about six hundred horse
upon them, and requested a reinforcement of
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cavalry. Two ~ a r t i e s ,one of Skinner's, and
one of the Shah's irregular horse, were accordingly sent, and soon changed the face of
affairs in the rear. The enemy's horse escaped, with the exception of about twelve,
but the infantry were overtaken, and about
fifty of them cut down ; the killed on ollr side
\"ere five, and there was no loss of. baggage.
About half-past eight a. 31. we arrived at
our encamping-ground at Oba, and I hoped
after breakf'ast for a little quiet, and divine
service at five P. M., as on Sunday last; but
very ~Iiffcrent waa the fate that awaited us.
Finding that the country had risen, and that
we were not to expect any forage by fair
means, I sent a camel, with a camel-man and
horse-keeper, to join the foraging party, at
about I-ralf-past twelve P. M. They had not been
long gone, when there came a report that the
enemy were in great force in our neighbourhood, and I sent a man in all haste to recal
them. A little while after, Colonel Maclaren,
of the 16th Bengal N. I., rode up hastily to
the general's tent, and in a hurried voice
exclaiuied that the~body of our cavalry mere
destroyed, and h e feared scarcely a remnant
would be able to return. I overheard this, as
my tent was opposite, and started up as-

tounded,for I had no idea that the cavalry were
out, and though I had heard sollle firing, had
concIuded it was an attack on the grazing
p a r d . I ordered my horoe, and while he was
saddling, breathed an earnest prayer to God
that matters might not be found so bad as mas
reported.
Meantime the " assembly" had sounded, the
Bombay horse artillery under Captain Leslie,
and the light companies of infantry, had turned
out, and all was hurry and alarm. I went
with the general and his staff towards the
scene of action. A s I went, I learned that a
I-eport hall been brought to Captain Delamain, 3rd Bombay light cavalry, commanding
the cavalry, that their grass.cutters mere
being slaughtered by the enemy; that he had
gone out with two squadrons of regular cavalry a r ~ dthree hundred sowars of the irregular horse, in all not Inore than five hundred ;
that the enemy had retired before him, showing only a small party, and had thus drawn
him round the spur of a ridge ofhills, when he
suddenly found an overwhelming number both
of horse and foot posted on the side of an
opposite hill ; that he had charged them, but
was overpowered; and every report that arrived
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seemed worse than the fornier, as to the amount
of damage sustained.
Approaching the outskirts of the camp, we
saw a confused body of camels, baggage-tattoos, bullocks, and followers of all descriptions,
hastening i n ; behind them, an impenetrable
cloud of dust hid everything from view. As me
advanced over the plain, we saw, to my inexpressible relief, the various detachments of
cavalry drawn up in order, and no enemy in
sight, they having retired behind a ridge of
llills in the front. The account mas bad enough,
though not so frightful as we had heard;
our troops appeared to have been attacked by
about five thousand; (if, as some stated, it was
tlie same force which we encountered two days
after, the public despatch rates them at twelve
thousand ;) and tbough so unequally matched,
they had drawn off with the loss of thirty-two
Billed and thirty-nine mounded, out of about
five hundred. But the loss in officers was
heavy : Captains Bury and Reeves, 3rd light
cavalry, killed, Captain Ravenscroft and Lieutenant Maclcenzie, 3rd light cavalry, severely
wounded, Lieutenant Chamberlayne, Shah's
irregular horse, slightly. By the best src.
counts I could gather, however, the enemy
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must have sustained a loss equal to our own.
Captain Bury was said to have cut down
four before he mas stirrounded and overpowered. Captain Reeves was shot through
the body and fell from his horse. Lieutenant
Mackenzie received a sabre cut in the swordarm which penetrated the elbow joint, while in
the act of attacking a person said to be Shums
ood Deen Khan ; he had also three sword-cuts
over the head, which penetrated two thick
puggerees, and notched his cap. This is a
singular instance of their dexterity with the
sword, mhich I saw and examined, otherwise I
could scarcely have credited that a sabre could
have been so used as to penetrate so many
folds of soft cotton cloth ; an English dragoon
mould perhaps have stunned the man, or fractured his skull by strength,of arm, but I do not
conceive that he could have cut through such
a defence. Two finer men and more gallant
soldiers than Reeves and Bury I have seldom
seen, combining in their characters all that
was gentlemanlike, kind, and excellent. B y
Reeves' death particularly, (whom I knew the
best,) I lost an acquaintance whom I highly
valued. H e had such sweetness of temper,
that to know and to love him was the same
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thing. He was one of the most constant
attendants of my Sunday congregation.
T h e cavalry, with Leslie's guns to reinforce them, again advanced over the hills to
recover the bodies of their killed, while we
turned with the-infantry, Captain Blood's ninepounders, and Captain Anderson's six-pounders,
to the fort from which the attack on the grasscutters WRS said to have been made. I t was
rather large, alld with three towers within.
As we approached, several unarmed people
came out to meet us with supplicating ges-'
tures, and pleaded that their village had no
share in the matter. T h e general listened
to their tale, told them to remain qui'et,
and ordered Captain F. White, with the light
company of 11. M. 40th regiment, to proceed
and examine the fort, and ascertain whether
there were any evidences of their having take11
a part in the affair.
As they approached the gate, accompanied
by Major Leech to act as interpreter, the infatuated wretches, though they had professed
t o surrender, discharged a volley of matchlock
balls at the company, one of which very nearly
killed the major. T h e men upon this rushed
in ; the light company of I-I. M. 41st, another
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cornpitliy of 11. M. 40tl1, under Captain Neild,
and some liglit companies from the native
' corps, were ordered to support Captain Wliite ;
they had been enraged by the previous events
of the morning, and one of those painful scenes
ensued, which are more 01. less comuion to all
warfare, and which, I fear, under such circumstances, it is almost impossible to pi-event.
T h e fort was fouud full of people, and all
armed and resisting. Every door was forced,
every inan that could be found was slanghtered, they were pursued from yard to yartl,
from tower to tower, and very few escapecl.
A crowd of wretched women and children
were turned out, one or two wounded in the
melke. I never saw more squalid and miserable objects. One door, which they refused to
open upon summons, was blown in by a sixpounder, and every soul bayoneted.
At this time I was with the general's staff,
very near the walls, and some said the volley
of balls fired on the company passed close over
us; but if it were so, I was too intent on the
fort to notice them. I drew gradually nearer
and nearer, till at length, cu~~iosity
prevailing
over prudence, I entered it. Seldom, I apprehend, has a clergynlan looked on such a
scene. Destruction was going on in every
M

fbrm-dead bodies were lying here and there
-sepoys and fbllomers were dragging out
sheep, goats, oxen, and goods (a string of o l ~ r
camels, with the con~missariat brand upon
them, led out of a walled enclosure, clearly
r roved the falsehood of the assertion, that the inmates were not parties to theattack)-European
and native soldiers were breaking open doors
where they supposed anything might be concealed-and every now :mil then, the discharge
of a firelock proclaimed the discovery of a concealed victim, while the curling blue smoke.
and cl.ackling sound from the buildings, indicated that the fire was destined to devour
what the sword had spared.
The bugles sonnded, and I retired from this
painful spectacle. I t is difficult to ascertain
the number that perished in the fort, but it is
rob able that not less Ihan from eighty to one
hundred were shot ; and if any remained concealed in the buildings, they must have perished in the flames, for it was one mass of
blazing ruin before we left it, and continued
flaming all night. The enemy's loss in killed
during the day, includillg the affair o n the
rear-guard, could not have been less than one
hundred and fifty ; ours was thirty-seven, includi~igoffice~*s.
8
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\lThile the attack was thus made on the fort,
the bodies of our slaughtered friends were
sad, mangled remains, bearing
lllou~~nf'ultestimony of the ferocity of these
savages.
now 19eturned to camp, having been,
including the morning's march, between nine
and ten hours on horseback, the greater part
of the time exposed to a grilling sun, which,
wit11 the excitement of the affray, had wearied
11s to an excessive degree.
B u t the sorrows of this dismal day were not
yet over ; there remained the melancholy
office of committing our poor friends to the
grave ; we were to marc11 in the morning,
and it could not be delayed. I t was desirable
also that the spot should be carefully concealed, as the Affghans frequently dig up and
cast fro111 their graves, the bodies of Fel.inghees. I t was dug in the inside of a tent, and
at half-past ten P. M. they were laid side by
side; the earth was made perfectly smooth,
and a cliiantity of bhoosa burnt over tlie place
to give it the appearance of a match-fire hnving
been there. As inany of their friends as could
be got together were assembled, and as we
proceeded silently down the cavalry lines, for
we were too much oppressed by sorrow at
nr 2

such a blank in the corps, to speak even in
whispers, the accordance of almost every feature in the scene with Wolfe's beautiful Elegy
on Sir John Moore, struck me forcibly. N o
souncl was heard but the slow footfall of the
party.-" W e spoke not a word of sorrow."
A single lantern pointed out the path, and the
moon was just rising dim and siclrly through
the mists on the horizon.-" N o useless coffin
confined their breasts;" for the mangled remains were wrapt in their bedding; and as the
solemn service proceeded, we could hear in
the distance an occasional shot from the pickets.
MTe" bitterly thought on the morrow" indeed,
for we were to leave our gallant comrades, unrecorded except in the memories of those who
loved them, and with the strong and painful
probability that they would not be suffered to
-" sleep on, in the grave where a Briton had
laid them."
Oh ! what a day ! Could my
friencls at home realize it. snrely they mould
prize more highly their peaceful Sabbath blessings. I t was now nearly midnight. I threw
myself on my bed and obtained that oblivion
of sorrow in sleep, which a gracious God is
pleased to grant, even in the midst of such
scenes of excitement.
29th, This morning, in consequence of the

fdtigue and want of forage which the cattle
suffered yesterday, we merely moved our camp
about four niiles, to get fresh forage. IVe
came upon a deserted camping ground of the
enemy, where the tracks of their guns were
yery visible. W e were told that they had
made a circuit with tlie guns, and taken them
to Moolroor, in our rear, for safety. They mere
in sight, hanging in tliousands about the hills,
beating their tom-toms, and firing matchloclrs
in the air, but keeping at a very respectful distance. The camels meut out, and were well
foraged, and we llad a quiet night.
30th August. A march through a plain
country to R a r a Burg (the Black Garden.)
The report brought into ctunp by Major
Leech's people, was that the enemy intended
to fight us at three deep ravines rvhicli crossed
the road near each other. When, however,
we arrived a t this spot, there were no traces
of them. They showed themselves occasionally, in snlall parties, on the undulating gronnd
to the right, and the main body appeared to
be marching parallel to us on the other side of
this rising ground, beating tom-toms. When
we arrived a t our encamping ground, a fire
was opened upoil our people, and signs of defiance exhibited a t a fort about half a mile

.
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distant. These being continued, at about three
P . M. the general turned ont a considerable
art of his force, wit11 two eighteen-pounder
guns, one twenty-four pound howitzer, Anderson's troop of horse artillery, six-pounders,
and Blood's battery, nine-pounders. A t first,
I believe, there mere three regiments of
infuntry, but others were subsequently ordered out to reinforce them, and eventually
there were five regiments in the field, H. M.
40th and 41st, the 16th and 38th Bengal
N. I., and the 3rd Shah's regiment, in all
perhaps about three thousand bayonets. I
could not persaade myself to remain in camp
while all this was going on, Iiuving, perhaps
" in the naughtiness of 111y heart," as mas
Eliab's charge agaii~stDavid, a strong desire
to see the battle, as well as a hope that I
might possibly be of use; and feeling also that,
'ivith a n enenly of whose force and position me
knew so little, the field was likely to be quite
as safe, as the camp.
W e proceeded by a circuitous route up a
deep nallah, which covered our approach,
and emerging, advanced to within about five
hundred yards of the fort of Goyain, wl~ich,
like most in this country, was a square, with
bastions of a n octagonal f o r n ~a t the angles ;

the tops of these mere covered with men,
&onting and firing their ~natchlocksin bravado. The guns were brought forward, ancl
nlade ready, the infantry filing alvms, and sitting or standing in line, H. hl. 40th in front,
the 16th ancl 38th N. I. in their rear. T h e
first discharge of the six-pounders, under
Lieutenant Turnel; swept away the battlements of the right bastion, and put the clefenders to flight ; but the practice of the heavier
guns was but indirerent: though they riddled
the walls through and through, and raised
clouds of dust, they illerely made small holes
about the size of the shot, and the fire not
being concentrated, no effect was produced.
The enemy became emboldened, and again
mounted the bastions. Seeing the little efl'ect
produced, Lieutenant Terry of the Bombay artillery, rode up to the general, and volunteerecl,
if he would give him two or three companies
to cover his approach, to advance a gun to
the gate, and blow it open. I was examining
the gate with a glass at the time, ancl could
perceive that it was built up with mud on the
outside, and thought he would firid it a inore
difficult task than he imagined ; he advanced,
however, gallant-ly, with the grenadier company of H. M. 40th under Lieutenant Wake-

field, ancl tricd the experiment, but in the
meantime our attention was diverted to other
matters, and he finally withdrew the gun mithout having effected his purpose, though
saw the next day that the gate was considerably shattered.
While we were standing inactive, and gazing
mith little satisfaction at these disheartening
operations on the fort, the enemy had collected
in dense masses on the hills to the left of the
gate, and were Izeeping up a fire of matchlocks; for these me cared but little, as they
were too distant to be very effective; but,
suddenly, whiz came a round shot just over
our heads, followed in instant succession by
another; both pitched about fifty paces in our
rear, and the ricochet carried them over the
16th regiment N. I. I t is impossible to
describe the effect they produced ; it mas
utterly unexpected, for we had been assured
that the guns had been taken to IVIookoor
and I fancy very few who were there had ever
been under the fire of round shot before.
None but those who have experienced it can
conceive how iinr~lense is the difference between watching the practice of your own guns
against the enemy, and that of the enemy's
against you ! People at home think the effect
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of two trains on tlie railroad passing each

-

other a t speed somewhat startling, and so it is,
but I call assure the111 it is nothing to the
thrill excited by one of these iron missiles
whirring over your head, when you know
that there is no tram-road to protect you from
collision. I am not naturally nervous, but
am constrained to confess that the first discharge produced an effect lilce that of an electric shock, which seemed t o vibrate from the
crown of my head to my toes; and though I
became more used to the111 afterwards, I never
bowed with such profound reverence to any
one ill my lift, as to these gentlemen, nor
lvas I singular, all around me seeming to
colicor in paying them the same respect; the
effect was tlie greater, that we were at the time
stancling listlessly, without excitemelit to engage our attention. Our own guns were illlinediately turned upon these hills, and thundered
forth an angry reply to their salute, and the
action was inaintainecl for some tiine with artillery alone.
During this time the enemy made a uiove
towards the plain, from some hills on the
right, evidently designing to turn our right
flank, which was prevented by the 16th a i d
38th regiments in our rear, advancing in that
31 5
,.

direction. W e were in frequent peril, for
their guns were well laid, and fired with amazing rapidity ; and had they not been posted
on a height, and consecluently sent plunging
shots, 0 ~ 1 'loss from them must have been
great; they providentially fell a few paces
either in front or rear of the line. One, however, came bounding through No. l company of
H. i?vl.40th, and set those who mere nearest in
motion to save their legs, but, extraordinary ,
to relate, when the clouds of dust which it threw
up were dispersed, it was found that there was
not a man touched; one struck a doolie in,
pieces about ten paces to my right, and cut o E
both legs of one of the bearers ; another struck
the shoulder of the horse of Lieutenant D e
Blacquier, 13. BI. 41st, and knocked it in
pieces, cni*rying away, at the same time, the
leg of tlie groom who held him. I t was
strange to observe tlie almost entire absence of
any sense of danger in all around ; jokes and
laughter resounded on all sides, and the general feeling appeared to be rather that of a set
of schoolboys at a game of snow-balls, than of
men whose lives were in instant peril:*
The
+ An Irish serjcnnt of H . &
40th,
I.had his head grazed by
a epent bull; it confuaed him for the moment, and he excluimed,
Och ! ~ome'codytake m y piece ! I'm kilt-I'm kilt-l'n~
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fBct is, the excitement is so great, that the1.e
is no time to think, and it is not till afterwards, in an interval of cool reflection, that
the mind becomes awake to the dangers which
have been incurred ; if it were otherwise, I
conceive men coulcl never be brought into
action at all.
At length, the enemy on the hills seemed to
feel the effects of our guns; the firing ceased,
their guns were evidently removed, and preserl tly we saw theui, a t sorne distance, descending in great force into the plains to the left.
Their movements are so irregula~qand they
are so scattered, that it is difficult, if not ilnpossible, to estimate their numbers, which P
think are generally exaggerated. The public
despatch stated them at twclve thousand, and
it is probable the general might have received
subsequent infol-mation from the people who
came in, and they may have had a Isrge body
in' reserve; but my impression, and that of
many mhom I asIted, ailcl who were more accustomed than myself to estimate the numbers
of bodies of men, was that we did not see inore
kilt!" As they were leading him off, he loolced over his
slloulder, and cried out, "Faith, boys, and I don'c think I'm
lcilt entirely yet !" His aecond thought callcd forth sho~ltsof
Inughter.

,.

than from six to seven thousand a t the utmost.
The word Fas now given to advance. T h e
regiment2 advanced in open column, and then
deployed into a widely-extended line, threw
out their light companies, and began to step
briskly. This was a striking sight. I followed then] closely up, leaving the fort in
the rear. The enemy, however, had evidently
no inclination for close quarters: they kept
retiring from one undulation of the ground to
the other, keeping up, at the same time, a tremenclous fire, though at a long distance, which
was well answered by the skirmishers. I have
no ineans of knowing what injury was done
to them ; but it is astonishing that, under such
a fi1.e) so little loss was sustained by us. Their
fire was evidently too high, and passed over
the heads of the line ; but the balls fell thickly
enough, as I can testify from experience, a
few paces in the rear.
I n following, I met a poor fellow of the
41st, who had received a shot, and who entreated me to explain to the doolie-bearers
where to carry him. I directed them to keep
in rear of his regiment, and was proceeding,
when Lieutenant Meeson, H. M. 40th, who
had received a shot through the thigh, and

,
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mas standing bleeding, ctllled out to uie, and
begged me to get a doolie for him. I cantered off and got one, and mas endeavouring
to make a tourniquet of illy handkerchief, to
stop the bleeding, when Dr. Fairbairn, H. M
4lst, came up and bandaged it. While this
was doing, the regiments had gone considerably in advance, and my horse-keeper suddenly called my attention to the fort which we
had left in rear, from whence I saw eight or
ten sowars of the enemy coming up a t a
canter. They had doubtless seen two or three
officers deep in rear, and thought they had a
prize.
<'M y dear fellow," I said to my wounded
friend, '' we must be gone sharply, or we shall
certainly be cut off."
H e got into the doolie, and I sent the
horse-keeper to run ahead, and urged the
bearers to the utmost speed, trotting my
horse alongside of them, and speeding them
both with hand and voice. By God's good
providence, these men mere not so adventurous as I expected ; and when we began to get
near the regiuient they reined up and drew
otf. W h e n w e got up, the affair was at its
height; the fire of the light companies was

,s

spirited, nor was that of the enemy inferior
in spirit, though they still fired high. T l ~ e
balls were singing around us with their shrill,
musquito-like sound, and gouging op the
ground on every side. These were spent
balls, otherwise they pass by with a kincl of
"phit !" I t was a continual advance on our
part and retreat on theirs, and a rattling fire
from right to left on both sides. T h e cloucls
of dust, and the shades of evening approaching, prevented my seeing much of what was
going on i n front ; nor was it till my return
into camp that I understood the full extent of
their loss.
W h e n the bugles sounded the halt, we remained in possession of the field, of the
enemy's camp, their limbers, and all their
gun ammunition, with four thousand rounds
of the Honourable Company's ball cartridge froni Ghuzuee, and, above all, their
two guns, one of which WRS dismounted and
abandoned, the other captured late in the
evening by the gallantry of Captain Christie and
Lieutenant Chamberlayne, of the Shah's irregular horse. Captain Christie had a severe blow
from a jezzael barrel on the side of the head.+
It is much to be regretted, ~ n wns
d a matter of general as-

'
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TVe had one killed, and twenty-seven wounded,
including one officer-an astonishingly small
amount of casualties, considering the length
of the affkir, and the fire nisintained by the
enemy. W h a t mas their amount of loss it is
impossible to estimate, as they so carefully
carry off their dead, as well as mouncled, but
not much, I imagine, for tliey kept, throughout
the day, a most respectful distance. T h e Shah's
horse cut down about fifty in the capture of
the gun, amongst ~ v l ~ o m
it mas said mere
some deserters from tlie 27th regiment, N. I.,
which had colnposed the garrison of Gllnznee,
who fought with peculiar ferocity. These, I
su~pose,were the people who laid the guns, in
which exercise they had been practised by our
officers at Ghuznee. One of them, a drnmmer, who was Irilled, was found to have made
his fife-case into a holster-pipe for his pistol.
Though their casualties were probably few,
they were totally dispersed; and the loss of
their boasted guns on the first occasion of employing them, was peculiarlj mortifying.

'

tonisllment, that dl mention of the gnllnnt mptors of this gun
was omitted in the public despatch ;and thnt no nllusion wou
mnde even to the prescnce of H. M. 4lst regiment on the
field, though it had an equalshnre in the aftair with all the
other infantry corps present.
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W e now returned to camp, Captain F.
White, H. M. 40th, being left with his own
and a few other companies to bring in the
guns. W e arrived just as the gong was
striking 7 P. JI., and, with a hearty and cheerful " good night," went off to our respective
tents to prepare for dinner. A very joyful
parly assembled at H. 31. 40th mess; for,
thank God ! there were no vacant seats, except
Mr. Meeson's, and, he having only a flesh
wound, some seemed disposed rather to envy
hi111the honour of his scar than to pity him.
Towards the close of dinner, my friend W h i t e
and the other officers of his party came in,
and conlpleted our satisfaction. T h e guns
were safe in camp, and the ammunition had
bee11 destroyed, after the men had replenished
their cartouche boxes. One by one, we
dropped off, to seek repose after our fatigue,
which, from the heat of the sun and tile excitement, had been great. Such was the
battle of Goyain-not
very sanguinary, but
sufficiently so for a hero of my cloth ; and, i n
the solitude of my own tent, my heart swelled
with euiotions of gratitude, when I looked back
on tlie mercies of the day. Doubtless it is
true of every clay of our lives that " in the
inidst of life we are in death "-doubtless we

.
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are gi~iiled througli many perils in the ordinary course of daily occupation-but then they
are unseen perils. H e r e I had seen and
known thiit the air around me was f'ull of
wiuged deatlis ; on the right and the left they
had Fallen, yet not one was ~erinittedto touch
Iue. The escape Si.o~nthe sowars, also, I trust
I sliall never forget. Happily fern in my
calling have to journalize s ~ ~ cclangers
h
aid
deliverances : I have only to pray and strive
that my retu1.n~of gratitude may be in some
measure commensurate to nly obligations.
31st Aug. I-Ialted at Goyain, in the district
of Kara Barg, with the intention of again
attacking the fort; but in the morning we
fo~lnd it, and several which surrou~ided it,
deserted. Much spoil was talce~iin it : grain
and forage, and Inany articles of European
inaiiufacture captured at Ghuznee-officers'
boots with brass spurs, camp bedsteacls,
swords, hc. &c. The sepoys and followers
supplied themselves abundantly with firewood
from the roofs and doors of this fort, which
was close a t hand, and the more distant ones
were set on fire. These scenes of devastation, occurring when the excitement of action
is over, are melancholy and distressing ; but I
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fear they are altogether nnavoiclable.
I
subsequently ascertained that the IIazarus,
who are constantly at enmity with the Ghilgies, had taken the opportunity afforded by
tlieir desertion to set these forts on fire ; but,
doubtless, our camp followers were no unmilling assistants.
Sept. 1. A march of seven miles to Chupper
Khana. T h e scene was picturesque : on the
left side the thickly dotted forts of the Hazarus
were very pretty, on the right mere the blazing and smoking forts of the unfortilnate
Ghilgies. The whole plain 011 both sides of
the road is covered with mud forts, Inany of
them within lzlatchlock range of each other.
Some of those of the Hazarus I tried to imagine into English villages, with church towers
rising from among the trees. But, alas ! how
deceptive are pleasing appearances ! I was
told, as I rode along, that the orviiers of many
forts as near each otheras these, had blood feuds
of generations' standing, and that the males
matchecl in turn on the walls from day to clay,
to get a shot a t each other, while they sent
out the women, whose persons are respected,
to fetch in what was required. W h a t adreadful state of society ! Some horsemen being
seen on the left, a party of cava1i.y mere sent

.
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to see who they were, ancl returned acconipanied by them: they were Hazarus, and, being
at high feud mith the Affghans, were disposecl,
for tlie present, to further ollr views against
them. They are Sheahs, whereas the Atfghaiis are Soonees ; and this diflerence in tlie
Ivfahomeclan creed would be alone sufficient to
account for the inveteracy of their hatred to
each other. B u t they are a n entirely different
race; they speak Persian, arid their counteilances are round and flat, bearing strong
marks of Tartar extraction. They were slrinny
and sun-dried, and neither well dressed nor
well inoun ted, Major Rawlinson, who acted
as interpreter, introduced them to the general. They saluted h i m mith much respect,
and said they were our brethren, for Ferang arid 3Iazaru were both sons of Japhet,
and me were welcome to their country. They
were askecl why they had burnt the Ghilgies'
villages, and replied, that Shums ood Deen
Khan, the chief who was defeated at Coyain,
had leviecl a contribution of ten thousand
rupees upon them-that this was such an opportunity for revenge, that it was not in
human nature to resist it-and they were utterly astonished that we had not anticipated
thern, by dispersing our troops over the coun-

try for the same purpose. I t was re~narlred,
that if we had done so our people might not
have made the lllost esact discrimination between the Gbilgies' fol-ts and their own. They
acknowledgecl that that would have been
awkward ; but still, revenge was a sweet morsel, and they were surprised we had not done
it. They stated that there were three things
which they wishecl to impress on tlie general's
mind: 1, That every Soonee was a wretch,
whofie throat they trusted he would cut without mercy ; 2, that every man speaking the
A5ghan tongue was a villain, who should
share the same fate; 3, that they hoped he
would level the walls of Ghuznee, which were
a serious inconvenience to them. W e smiled
a t these merciful suggestioils ; but, with regard to Ghuznee, the general ass~lredthem of
his willingness not only to destroy the defences, but to blow up the huge sixty-eight
pounder gun, Zubber Jung, which they appeared to hold in great awe.
Poor wretched people ! nurtured anlidst
blood, and broils, and distraction,-when shall
a happier state of things dawn upon them by
the introduction of the Gospel of Peace!
Their present friendliness was a convenience
to us in the obtaining of supplies; but there

'.
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appears little cliffererice between them and the
Affgfg.hansas to their position in the scale of
morals. I mas informed that they were originally Tiorks, that their territory extends from
the Turriuk to the Oxus, and fronl Kabul to
H e r a t ; that they were settled in it as early as
the fourth or fifth century, and, singularly
enough, though places in their territory retain
the names given them in the original language, the people llave entirely lost it, and
universally speak Persian. The fabulous tradition of Ferang and Hazaru being sons of
Japhet is universal among them ; but the probability is, that their name origintttes in the
Persian word for a thousand, and that they received it from being originally enumerated by
thousands for military service.
Sept. 2. A march of nine miles to Oosa
Kaureez, through a s ~ n d yplain abounding
with juwassee, (or camel-thorn,) and dotted
with forts, as on the previous day. Reflecting
upon the fearful slaughter that wo~ildprobably
ensue to both sides from the siege or storm of
Ghuznee, I determined to make it a special
object of prayer to God, that he would be
pleased, in his mercy, to order events in such a
way as might avert so fearful a calamity. The
effects of poor Bury and Reeves were sold

this day. These are always melancholy occasions to a reflecting mind. Abroad as a t
home, there is something so revolting in hearing the auction-ro~mjokes and unfeeling reinarks occasionally passed upon the property
of those whom one knew and regarded, when
hardly yet cold in their graves, that, were not
the things that are offered for sale, often really
wanted in the wear and tear of (L campaign,
I would always willingly avoid attending
them.
Sept. 3rd. A march of eleven miles to Nanee.
During this day a small party of the enemy's
horse, about a hundred and fifty, were in
sight, evidently sent from Ghuznee to reconnoitre, who lrept retiring before us from hill to
hill, carefully lreeping out of the range of
small arms, and having seen us encamped,
men t off,
Sunday, September 4th. A march of eight
miles. After the first five, or thereabout, me
turned the point of a hill, and came in sight
of the far-famed citadel of Ghuznee, at a considerable distance to the eastward, across a level
plain, and lying a t the spur of a chain of hills
of moderate elevation. Under this chain of hills,
and on the road to Kabul, are two lofty and
ornamented minars, the founder of which or the
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occasion of their erection I was not able to learn.
The plain was very prettily studded with villages, gardens,' and fork, in every direction,
and with abundant fields of lucerne, Cc.
W e encamped near a walled garden,. out of
which the light company of IrI. M. 40th, under
Captain White, had driven a few of the
enemy. At the back of the town is n risingridge of hills, upon which is the village of
Bullool. This was covered with people, principally horsemen; but in the town we could
see no one; no flag-s or ensigns of any sort
were displayed ; and many were the conjectures as to whether or not they would make a
stand and defend it.
tVe enjoyed, contrnry to our expectation, a
quiet Sunday ; and, at five P. M., I had divine
service in the mess-tent of H. M. 40th regi-'
ment. Tlie service was well attended, and t h e
melancholy losses at Oba, on the previous Sun-.
day, together with the immediate prospect of
further bloodshed, seemed to produce considerable seriousness in the members of the congregation ; and I felt, myself, an additional,
motive for urging them to seek that reconoiliation with God, through the blood of Christ,
wliich affords the only well-grounded hope of
a blessed immortality, from the great proba-

bility that some who were present might be
destined never to attend auother service. I
reiterated my prayers in private that, if possible, the storming of the town might be
.
averted.
We were much disturbed during the night
,
by some Qhazees, (Mussulman fanatics, who
devote themselves to die for the faith,) who
got near the garden by which we were encamped, and kept up a fire of jussaels and
matchloclrs, which was returned with interest
by the muskets of the sentries. There was
great noise, and little sleep, and one or two
t
men mere badly wounded.
Sept. 6th. Moved camp, and made a circuit,
to the east face of the town, in order to get
within distance, for commencing operations. . '
There llad been much talk about the enorf
rnous 68-pounder, before referred to, Zubber
Jung, (the mighty in battle,) by which the
enemy had annoyed Lord Keane's, and directions were given to pitch the camp out of his
range, an object which, as will presently be
seen, was by no means attained.
The 16th Bengal N. I. was ordered to
proceed with Major Sanders, the engineer
commanding, for the purpose of reconnoi3
tring the walls, and-fix upon a point for
4

'I

i

i
1

breaching. T h e horsemen, who had assembled on the hill around the village of Bullool, as on the-p%evious day, came down with
great apparent holdness, and numbers of footmen manned its summit. I t is i~npossibleto
estimate their numbers, but they mere quite
sufficient to be formidable. By degrees guns
were sent forward; the light companies of
H. M. 40th and 41st, and afterwards the regiments themselves, mere ordered out ; the
reconnoitring party became a n army; and
the firing was very sharp on both sides. I
was in a small garden, in full view of the
whole, and with a very good glass. I t was
rtdmirable to see the light companies ascend
the heights; but, poor fellows! they mere
exposed to a very heavy fire, in return for
what they gave, and many mere severely
wounded, though but two or three mere
killed. T h e enemy, as at Goyain, with every
advantage of numbers and position, made no
stand, but gradually drew off, leaving our
troops in possession of the heights and village
of Bullool, within reach, however, of a welldirected fire of artillery from the town.
I could see by my glass, the enemy making
strenuous efforts t o encourage and animate
each other, and many rushed forward a few
N

paces, as if they would advance again, but
they hesitated, prudence prevailed, and at
length they retired, but slowly, and without
confusion.
The gaining of these heights was a most important advantage, as they completely commanded the town. Our list of casualties
mas forty-six, killed and mounded, among
whom Ensign Stannns, of the 16th regiment,
N. I., wounded in the thigh, was the only
officer. The enemy's loss could not have been
great, though a few mere left on the field, for
they seemed perfectly to understand the principle, that discretion is the better part of valour, and to make their retreat in such very
good time, that unless we had been much
stronger in cavalry than we were, no impression could have been made on them ; noicould much under any circumstances : for the
nature of the country was such, that there
werc few places where our ~avilry:@hldtict
with effeot, though their practised'horses and
yaboos, (stout ponied,) ascended the rocky '
heights i n n surprising manner.
W e now v e n t to breakfast, and, as me
imagined, in quiet ; but how vain t h e hope!
Just as I was going to the mess-tent of H. M.
40th, the most astounding report struck my
8
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ear, and whirr! whirr! wliirr! came an enormous shot over the top-of the mess-tent; it
pitched among sorne camels, wounded one
or two, and was carried by its ricochet over
I-I,TvI,41st mess-tent, in rear, where it killed
anolher camel. I t was a message from Zubber
Jung himself, and when we mere just recovelbing from the eEect produced, whizz! came another in the same direction. W e started up,
for few felt ally furtlier appetite for breakfast,
and rushed out. Instant orders v e r e given
to reruove the camp, and as we had understood that he was fired in one direction, which
could not be changed, some walked up tlle
main street, and fancied themselves safe,alas ! in vain. One of the shots had been
found, and carried to the front of the general's
tent, and a large body of offtcers were collected,
to view this immense Inass of hanlmered iron,
weighing above fifty pounds. W e soon had
fearful evidence that the group was conspicuous enough to Zubber J u n g and his fisiends,
for after a longer pause than usual, in order to
bring him round, whizz came a shot, right .
over the general's tent, and rebounding, passed
through the fly of the tent of Captairi Bulton,
2nd regiment N. I., in the rear.
I t is impossible to describe the horror which
N 2

seemed universal, at the really awful noise of
these enormous shot, as they flew over our
heads, and every one hurried towards the
hills, mhere we hoped to be out of their reach.
While the camp mas moving, which occupied
about three hours, a dense mass of camels and
human beings mere huddled together, into
which they kept blazing at intervals, differing
froin ten to thirty minutes, throwing up clouds
of dust, and yet, though it seemed impossible
but that every ricochet must destroymultitudes,
and though our friencls, who mere in possession
of the hills, and witnessed it, dreaded to hear
the amount of casualties, such was the good^,
ness of God to us, that we only lost four or
five camels killed or wounded,-not a single
man was touched.
Our new camp mas pitched more to the
north, and farther back, and me hoped, though
feeling by no means secure, that we mere out of
our enemy's reach. B u t an effectual metl~od
was found of silencing him, at all events as long
as daylight continued. Two 9-pounders were
dispatched to the top of the BullooI hills,
which as soon as they reached Lieutenant
Terry, of the Bombay artillery, threw a couple,
of shot so accurately among the gunners of,
Zubber Jung, that we heard no more of him,

'
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or of any other firing during the night, except a matchlock or two ; and, notwithstanding the great excite~xientof the day, I slept
most soundly. The rear of our uem camp
abutted on the village and gardens of Roseh,
containing the tomb of Mahinood of Ghuznee,
and the sandal-wood gates brought from Soomnaut, in Guzerat, of which we have since
heard so much. I went to bed enrnestly repeating my supplications that the storming of
the town might be averted, though I confess
I was almost, in despair, not seeing how it
could be avoided.
Sept. 6th. Very early in the morning,
hearing a group of officers in earnest conversation near my tent, 1 got 11p hastily, and
found, to my astonishment, that the petition
had been most graciously answered-the enemy
had evacuated the town during the night,
leaving their guns, their magazine full of ammunition, and abundant stores of grain, bhoosa,
&c. They had, probably, some intimations of
Major Sanders' preparations for the breaching
battery during the night, and having had u
severe lesson in Lorcl Keane's campaign, on
the illsecurity of their fol-tresses against European art, thought it well, with their usual
discretion, to decamp in good time. I was

truly thankful that bloodshed was thus spared,
and especially, that the lives of gallant and
brave men were not to be thrown away upon
such
foes. I believe that, individually, many of them are brave men, and
there have been one or two instances, as at
the Hcrat Gate of ICandahar, and at Khelati-Ghilgie, where they have fought well in
combination ; but, whether from their distrust
of each other, or from whatever cause, certain
it is, that they generally made a miserable
figure in the field.
I immediately ordered my horse, and followed the general, who,, wit11 a large party of
officers, had gone to the town, from the citadel of which the British flag was once again.
flying. The Kabul Gaikj' the point of Lord
Keane's attack, khich was nearest to our
camp, was built up; I had, therefore, to ride
round the north and west; sides to the watergate, at the south-west angle. I t is certainly +
a strong place against natives, or Europeans
without the means of breaching, which was
Lord Keane's case, since he left all his heavy
guns at Kandahar, but it fell short of .the ex-.
pectation I had formed, from the printed accounts. The walls are capable of being:
breached in a very short time, i n several places,
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being composed of rubble, stone, and mud,
not nearly so good a defence against artillery
as mud alone; and though it has a wet ditch
of considerable width and depth, this does not
completely enclose the town; there are points
near the Kabul Gate, a t which it may be
crossed; and at the point selected for the
breach, near the north-west angle, a dam ran
across it, which rendered the walls perfectly
approachable.
The town, and the citadel, which risesconsiderably above it, are oblong, and present a side
nearly to each of the four cardinal points. There
are three gates, at the north-east, north-west,
and south-west angles. The north-east, tile
Kabul Gate, is the direct road to the citadel,
but as it was bricked up, I had to pass th~,ough
the town, a miserable collection of ruined
mud houses. I have smiled since, to reacl in
the leading article of one of the Indian journals, a lament over the ruin of the " noble
edifices" of Qhuznee. It must always have
been s mean, confined, and dirty town, but
on our arrival it was wretched beyond the generality of Affghan villages. The long siege,
during which the assailants held the town,
and the defenders the citadel, had ruined
inany of the houses, and the Ghazees, when

they obtained possession of the town, after
nlurdering all the Hindoos, who throughout
dffghanistan are the ~rincipal merchants,
shop-keepers, and men of wealth, had destroyed all their hoases, and used the materials for fire-wood. There was not a decent
habitation in the town, so far as I could see,
except the citadel, and even that was in no
way remarkable.
After passing these ruinous bazaars, in one
of which I saw the rnouldering, unburied carcase of an unfortunate murdered Hindoo, I
ascended to a platform below the citadel,
where I found our great enemy Zubber Jung,
an enormous brass gun, bound by ropes on a
very clumsy native carriage. I t was not so
long as I expected, but I subsequelltly ascertained that it had been cut short, as the muzzle
was honey-combed. I got a sketch of it, and
much regretted that it could not be taken
down to India. In rear of the gun were the
buildings occupied as the mess-room, &c., of
the 27th regiment, N. I., and to the left the
barracks, on the top of which was a rampart,
with embrasures for three guns, f'rom whence
they had, on the previous day, kept up a
brisk fire on our troops when in possession of
the heights above Bullool. Ascending to .the
-
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citadel, the rooms of which, though very small,
mere tolerably haildsorne of their Irind, and in
,good repair, we found several relics of the unfortunate garrison, portions of Colonel Palmer's camp equipage, sorne medical books of
D r . Thornson's, a camp table, and other furniture. Opposite to the room in whicli these appeared, was Colonel Palmer's bed-room, which
seenled to have been for a time the prison of
the whole party ; several names and sentences
were written in pencil, or scratched on the
wall; and one inscription, apparently intended
to give authentic information, I copied and
transmitted to X a j o r Leech. I t mas signed
by Lieutenant Harris, of' the 27th regiment,
N. I., and dated 26th of May, 1842. I t enumerated t h e names of the prisoners, stated
that they were the victims of the treachery of
certain chiefs who were named, who had violated two distinct treaties ; that Colonel Palmer had bee11 once tortured, and that their
treatment had been ~ n a r k e dby every species
of iilsolence and oppression.
I t was scarcely possible to gaze, without
tears, on this record of the sufferings of our
countrymen, especially when we reflected that
they were still in the power of these savages, with little prospect of rescne. I went
N 5
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froui the town to the point north of Bullool,
where preparations had been commenced by
Major Sanders for breaching. The curtain
selected for the operation of the breaching
battery appeared to me very weak, and he
has stated his opinion, in his meinorandum on
the subject, that it would have been breached
in a fkw hours;" a more competent authority
than which could not be desired. I felt delighted, however, that there had been no necessity for trying the experiment; for though the
breach might have been easily effected, the
forcing au entrance and traversiug the narrow
streets must have cost Inany valuable lives, if
the place had been resolutely defended; and it
would have been that kind of fighting, from
behind willls and screens, in which the enemy
were most at home.
In the evening I joined Captain Christie
and a large party of officers, under a guard of
irregular horse, on a visit to the tomb of Mahmood of Ghuznee. 1was not milch gratified.
The garden, and the shrine of alabaster, are
pretty, but the building is very mean, and the
celebrated sandal-wood gates are much decay:
ed, and retain few marks of their original
beauty. They are said to have been brought
as a trophy from a celebrated Hindoo temple
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at Soomnaut, by this great Malionimedan,
Iconoclast, about the era of our William the
Conqueror. T h e Hindoos regard then1 with
so great reverence, that Runjeet Singh mishecl
to make a special stipulation in a treaty to
which he was a party, that on the restoration
of Shah Soojah, they should be delivered to
him. During the night, a few Ghazees got
into the gardens in our rear, and firecl repeatedly from large jessaels, by which a private of
EI. M. 40th mas killed, and two sepoys badly
wounded.
Sept. 9th. W e had halted at Rose11 till
this morning, when we moved our camp about
two miles, in order to shorten the first march
towards Kabul. During this halt the clismantling of Ghuznee had been carried on ancl
completed. T h e citadel was mined in fourteen places, completely shaken into ruins
and destroyed, with the magazine and other
buildings. T h e wood-work of the citadel was
burnt. Some of the bastions of the outer
walls were inined and blown up, and the gates
fired. T h e whole of the guns, ten in number, including Zubber Jung, were burst, with
several jingals and small wall-pieces.
I n the course of these operations a n inscript,ion, in English words and Greek characters,

was discovered on the wall in a room where
the prisoners had been confined, directing attention to a certain beam, where copies of
the treaties, made with Colonel Palmer, were
deposited : these were found and secured. I m mense stores of grain and dry lucerne were
found in the town, so that our cattle mere revelling in abundance ; the troops and followers
too were plentifully supplied with wood from
the materials of the ruined houses. Much
haa been said about the destruction of orchards
and fruit trees here and elsewhere. I believe
such reports to be entirely without foundation.
When even in England, with all the aid of
well-administered lams, hedge-rows and young
plantatious can hardly be protected, it mould
be too much to expect that several thousand
followers could be dispersed through an enemy's
territory, without some damage being done to
thegardens and enclosures; but Iain certain that
no such practices were ever sanctioned, much
less ordered, in the Kandahar force; in fact,
we had scarcely time and men sufficient for
the destruction of military defences, much less
for the uprooting of hundreds of orchards, extending over miles of coontry. Fruit we hod
in abundance, apples, pears, orleans plums,
grapes, purple and white, water-melons, &c.,

.
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together with various kinds of vegetables,
cabbages, carrots, beet-root, kc., all which
abound in this delicious valley.
The weather mas delightful-the early mornings, at this season, were exactly like the
bracing autumn mornings of England, and
the heat at noon not more than 77 degrees
in the tents. I can, however, easily inlngine
it to be severely cold in the winter, being
7,720 feet above the level of the sea. D ~ l r i n g
this halt we had the great satisfaction of receiving into camp three hundred and twentyseven sepoys of the 27th regiment, N. I., who
had been sold into slavery, but on their masters deserting the town and villages around,
had been enabled to effect their escape.
This morning the sandal-wood gates were
taken froln the to111bof Mahmood of G-huznee,
aild brought into camp, previous to their being
removed to Hindostan. Upon the possession
of these gates the people greatly prided themselves, and the n u n ~ e r o ~falreers
~s
attending
at the tomb, wept at tlieir removal, as they
accounted them their most valuable treasure.
One can iniagine their exclaiming with Micah,
" Y e have taken away our gods, and what
have we more?" They were removed, with
the lintel and door-posts, under the direction

of the engineer ofticers, and guarded by a
company of I-I. M. 40th regiment, under
Lieutenant Q. White. Especial care was
talrcn that the shrine, buildings, and garden,
should sustain no injury. I am the more particular in stating this, because' advantage was
taken of an expression in the Governor-General's proclamation, in which he spoke of " the
despoiled tomb of Mahmood," to represent the
tomb as having been rifled arid desecrated, and
to descant upon the barbarity of such a proceedingon the part of an English arrny. Nothing can be more erroneous than such statements. The tomb, with the exception of the
removal of the doors, remained in all respects
as we found it.

CHAPTER IX.
AIARCB PRObI G H U Z N E f i TO KABUL.

ON September loth, we bade adieu to Ghuznee, and ~ntirchedfrom Roseh, ten miles and
a half, to Shushgao. At six miles from Roseh
we passed through a narrow sto~lypass, the
highest point of which is about eight thousand
seven hundred feet above the level of the sea,
the highest elevation to which we had attained.
Our camping ground was near a cluster of
mud forts, in a wide open plain, with bare
hills to the right and left, about three hundred feet lower than the pass. It was excessively cold during the night.
Sunday, 11th. From Shushgao to Hyder
Khel, along the same open plain; immense
numbers of fortified villages on either side,
surrounded by large crops of beans and
vetches. Hyder Rhel is the spot where Put-
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tell Ali Khan, the elder brot.her of D O S ~
Mahorned, was murdered by Mahmood Shah
and ICamran ; (see chapter i. ;) he was buried
in a garden near Ghuziiee. Had divine aervice as usual at five o'clock P. M. W e mere
lnuch disturbed during the night by the
enemy's firing heavy jessaals around the camp,
to which our pickets were not backward i11
responding with musketry. Happily we sustained no damage, but three of' the enemy
were killed. T h e elevation of Hyder Khel is
seven thousand six hundred and thirty-seven
feet; the night was very cold, and ice was on
the water at claybrealr.
12th. March to Sidabad, eight miles. The
road ran through a beautiful valley, but was
difficult, being of loose stones, and between low
hills, with some deep ravines, well adapted for
an enemy who would harass an advancing force,
and very awkward for the passage of artillery.
To the right of Sidabad was the I<ubul river,
with many trees; the whole district highly
cultivated. At Sidabad is the fort where
Captain Woodburn, 44th Bengal N. I., and
one hundred and fifty sepoys, were slaughtered, on November 3rd, 1841. H e was received into a walled yard under this fort,
with promise of protection ; but no sooner was
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he within it, than a fire was opened upon
him from the walls. I-Ie made his may
out, and defeated his assailants there, but
was killed by a shot from one of the bastions.
T h e fort appeared empty and bari-icadecl, but
we forced it open, and found poor Wooclburn's
mill, a c o ~ l i p l i m e n t a r letter
~
froin Sir W.
l'vI'Naghten to him, and one or two other
papers, together with his stock, and some
breastplates of the sepoys. A party was ordered for the destruction of this fort. I n the
evening, two privates of H. M. 41st most imprudently strolled unarmed along tlle river
side to n co~isiderable distance from camp ;
they were met by a party of the enemy,
cut down, and dreadfully mangled. A company was sent out upon information, and the
bodies brought i n and buried. About sunset
one of the bastions of the fort, near which Captain Woodburn had been killed, was blown up
by the engineers with a loild explosion ; and
as I returned from dinner, both that fort, and
another to the left of it, were blaxing bright,
and sending up a lurid glare and a dense column of smoke, which obscured the disk of the
moon ; but this was not the only circumstance
that made night hideous. T h e ground upon
which we had pitched was excessively bad,
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shut in between hills on both sides, and
abou~idingin ravines ancl nullahs in every
clirection, some very precipitous and difficult.
Finom before midnight till sunrise, an incessant Isoar of matchlocks, gingals, and jussaels,
was kept up by tlie enemy from these hello\-vs
and ravines, and loudly re-echoed by the hills
aiound. N o sleep mas there, except for those
who were too weary or too indifferent to regard it, of which number I was not one.
'l'heir shrieks were fearful, and a t one time,
after a rattling volley, they uttered sucli wolflike, or rather fiend-like yells, that older campaigners tlinn I turned out in the fiill expectation that they were about to make a 1.usl1
into camp. Never did the hours of night
appear to crawl so heavily. I rose at halfpast four A. BI., expecting a long list of casoalties, but there was only one sentry of FI. M.
40th killed, upon whom they rushed in n body
sword in hand and out his head i n pieces,
and another wounded by a matchlock ball
above tlie ear, who died a few days after.
Firing in the dark must necessarily be very
uncertain, but I have often bee11 astonislied
to observe, \vl~etherin darkness or light, how
very few shots are effective out of many that
are fired. Such continual disturbance, how-
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ever, night after night, is excessively harassing
both to officers and men.
13th. A march of seven miles from Sidabacl.
tVe proceeded about two miles and a half
beyond Shakabad, the usual halting-place,
and encaniped on ground slightly undulating,
between hills which lay distant; the ground
was greatly superior to that of the previous
day. The road was narrow and bad, both for
camels and guns, running close to the Loghar
River, with banlrs in many places precipitous
and crumbling; the river was crossed near
ShaLabud by a long narrow bridee, on which
I experienced a very providential escape, from
what might have proved an extremely dangerous, if not fatal accident. I had ridden
about half over it, when I perceived that the
remainder was so ruinous and fill1 of holes as
to be utterly unsafe. I t was so narrow, and
so crowded by the light companies following,
that it mas impossible to return without encountering much toil and confusion. I therefore
dismounted, intending to lend the horse, but
had scarcely done so, when his near fore-foot
slipped into a hole, by which he was thrown
forward, and his shoulder struck me down on
the bridge ; he rolled on one side, and there
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being no parapet, went off the bridge and fell
on his back into the water; fortunately it was
near the bank, and he scrambled on shore,
with no injury but a graze on the shank of
the leg. H a d I been on him I must have
been greatly injured, if not killed, for the
water was sliallow, and he fell with great force
into the mud. T h e night passed in the same
nianner as the previous one, thougli the
enemy mere iiot quite so outrageous, nor did
the nature of the ground admit of their being
so near ;the continual popping, however, on all
sides effectually prevented sleep. I n the middle of the night, a son of one of the chiefs of
the I<ussilbashes arrived with twenty-five
horse, to state that they had withdrawn their
allegiance froni Ackbar IChan, and were ready
to render assistance to us ; fi,orn this we concl~ldedthat the success of General Polloclr's
march from Guildamuck upon Kabul was
pretty certain.
T h e Kussilbashes are Persians by descent,
who inhabit a distinct quarter of K a b u l ; I
believe they came originally into the country
with Nadir Shah, and by a skilful trimming
between the various conflicting parties, have
contrived to procure considerable weight;

,
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>Vhenever the tide of ~rosperityturnn, they
turn with it, and are very acute in distinguishing the marks of its ebb and flow.
14th. A march of thirteen miles through a
fine plain, and good road, to a spot called
Beni-badam, about three miles short of Mydan, and not far from the small ghaut that
leads into it. Several bodies, both of infantry and cavalry, with flags, mere seen
making t l ~ ~ may
i r across the plain to~vards
Mydan, where, it was rumoured, Shums ood
Deen K h a n intended to engage us again.
The enemy appeared to be increasing in nulubers; indeed, this was not to be wondered at,
for the burning and destroying of their forts
would of course drive them into the field,
partly from necessity, and partly to seek revenge. T h e cavalry were seut after some of
them, but were despatched too late; they had
just reached tlle foot of the rocky hills, and
managed to escape among them, and elude pursuit.
Fortified villages abound on every side,
some surrourlded by trees, and very pretty.
Arrived at Beni-badam, we found a deep
dry nullah, between which and the rocky
hills on our left, the road passed. These
hills were covered with matchlock men, and a
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fort in advance, at their foot, was sorrounded
by the enemy's cavalry. The guns were
brought forward, and the cavalry, as usual,
speedily moved off and dispersed themselves; the men in the Iiills, however, kept
up a brisk fire, which they commenced, also
as usual, long before any one was within
range. Captain White, of H. M. 40th, with
the light companies of the different corps
which he commanded, was ordered to crown
tliese Iiills, a service which he efTected in
gallant manner, driving tlie enemy before him ;
Lieutenant Wakefield, and tlre grenadier
company of H. M. 40th, with equal gallantry
ascencling in another place. I t was a most
fatiguing service after such a march, for the
nature of the hills required them to drag
themselves up large sloping strata of stone,
exceedingly slippery, and with very uncertain
hold either for hands or feet; nor mas it less
dangerous than fatiguing. I t cost the lives
of a inan of H. M. 41st, nnd another of I-I. M.
40th, the bugler of the light companies.
This mail had long been in the regiment, and
was highly respected. The tears which his
officers shed over his grave, touchingly evinced
the union subsisting between the men and their
leaders, and the conibination of gallantry and
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feeling which shonld ever characterise a soldier.
Lieutenant Eagar, o f H . M. 40th, who mas with
the
company, yras shot through the
thigh, ancl several men, both European and
native, badly wounded. The heights thus
crowned, and the road clenred, we expected to
poceed to Myden at once, and were disappointecl to fiiid that our camp was to be exactly opposite these hills, with the front
towarcls them, on the other side of the nullah.
W e were disappointetl, because it did not
appear to what purpose the heights had
been cleared, since we could have gone at once
to our encaulping-ground, which was too far
distant to be annoyed from the hills in front,
aud the enemy who had occupied them
returnecl, as soon as the light companies
were withdrawn. I believe that the general
was not correctly informed as to the spot
selected by the assistant quarter-master general for the camp, or these heights would not
have been occupied. W e expected n most
disturbed night, for although the hills to the
right and left mere too distant to allow of
much injury being done from them, the
enemy's discharge of matchlocks was so incessant, and the matchfires indicated their
numbers to be so considerable, that we were

,'.

snre of abundance of noise, and it was not anlikely that after the moon had sunk they aoulcl ,
attempt to creep in upon the sentries. W h e n
I returned from the mess-tent after dinner,
about eight P. M., I found my servants much
alarmed, s s a spent ball had fallen among
the camels from the hills in the rear. I directed t,heln to pile up the boxes and other
kit as a kind of screen for themselves on that
side. B u t me were destined, contrary to our
expectations, to spend a perfectly quiet night.
W h e n their firing was at its height, and the.
number of flashes indicated where the greatest
number of the enemy were assembled, an eighteen-pounder with grape was brought to bedrs
upon them. I t is impossible to describe the
astotinding effect of the report of this large
piece, echoed and re-echoed like thunder from.
hill to hill; and I imagine there was not
sound only, for its effect was to produce perfect stillness on both sides of the valley till.
four A . M. None but those who have been;
kept awake for several nights successively by.
this kind of annoyance, can conceive the relief of a good night's rest, which was rendered
doubly sweet by a letter from General Pol-.
lock, conveying intelligence of the defeat of
Ackbar K h a n at Tezeen, nnd his own intention

'
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to enter Kabul on the 14th or 15th of 3eptember. After the niany conflicting reports
and rumours which we had heard, authentic
inforrnatiol~was highly gratifying.
15. BIarchecl upon Myclan a t half-past five
A . nr. I have already described the encamping-ground a s a plain, iritersected by a deep
nullah, running between two parallel ranges
of hills; those on the left had been crowned
on the previous evening, and through thein,
a t about a mile and a half distance, was the *
pass, or ghaut, leading illto the valley of M y Jan. This luorning we kept on the right side
of the nullah, consequently nearer tlie riglrt
range of hills, till we came opposite the ghaut,
then turned, crossed the nullah and a brook,
ascended the ghaut, and entered Mydan.
These hills to the right were now thickly
studded with parties of the enemy, whose
fire mas so constant, and their deterrnination to rush on t h e baggage, always their
great object, so evident, that the two troops
of horse-artillery were kept between them
alrd the force, moving upon the right flank,
and holding them in check by a continuous fire; this object they f ~ ~ l leffected,
y
and
the rapidity with which they fired, limbered up, and moved on, was most striking,
0

While this was doing, an Affghan, gaily
dressed in green silk, with a white pnggeree,
and well mounted, came up to Major Leech,
with whom I mas riding, a few paces in advance of the general; he was perfectly well
known to tlie major, who gave hini a very
cordial reception, and informed m e that he
was a man of one of those very tribes now
firing up011 11s. I t is an instance scarcely
credible of the cool impudence of these people, and tlie extent to which they 'calculate on
Feringliee gullibility, (in which, by-the-bye,
they linve had sufficient encouragement,) that
liis object was to obtain a doc~imentin the
general's hand-writing, for the protection of
their villages from our troops ! ! ! H e franlcly
confessed that he had himself been fighting
against us the day before ; but '' it was incident to humanity to coululit crrors one day,
and to acknowledge them the next!" The
general merely told him that he would have
nothing to do with him, on which he retired.
I confess I thought he got off very easily.
When I ascended the top of the ghaut, one
of the most impressive scenes I have ever beheld burst upon me. On one side of the
ridge was tbe imposing military cavalcade
crowding the valley I had left ; t h e artillery
H
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vomiting fbrth smoke and fire; thousands of
bayonets glittering in the sun; cavalry, rep l a r and irregular, in their variegated uniforms ; horses prancing and neighing ; b~iglcs
sounding ; everything life and animation ;
the whole closed by a dask brown mass of
many thousand caniels, slowly elnerging from
clouds of dust. On the other side was t~
most exquisite green valley, deeply imbedded
in lofty pusple mountains, watered by u clear
gushing river, dotted over with fortified villages amidst topes of poplars, and surrounded
by green fields of maize, rice, vetches, and
wheat. A winding and rather precipitous
road ran down to the verge of the river,
where was a ruined brick bridge, and an old
fort on a rocky knoll to the right. Seldom
have I gazed on a more lovely and tranquil
scene. I could exclaim with Heber,
",Every prospect pleases,
And only man is vile!'

A s yet all was resting in perfect quiet and
peace, unsullied and ulitouched ; not a human
creature was to be seen. A stronger contrast
can scarcely be imagined than between t h e
one side where, with my glass, I could now
see the rear-guard smartly engaged with the
enemy, i n all the rancour and energy of
0

2

deaclly combat ; and the other, where the rich
and sequestered valley lay in perfect stillness
nnd beauty. B u t it was destined to undergo
a fealsful change ! T4il~ileI gazed, the troops
of various arms rushed down the steep, the
fort was secured, the heights, which turned out
to be stxongly ,occupied, were carried by the
s t rattle
light colapanies of tlie 3. I., a ~ n i ~ lthe
of musketry and roar of artillery ; and in the
course of two or three hoors, the crops on
every side, ripe and unripe, were cut down,
and the villages wrapped in volumes of
sn~olreand flame, rising amidst and curling
over the trees; the camp-followers on all
sides were bringing in the spoil, timber from
the houses for fuel, and grass and forage
fbr the cattle ; and the growing prosperity of
years was desolated in less than a day. Such
are the horrors of war! Blessed and happy
England, where sucli scenes live only in some
tale of the olden time, in which the moss of
antiquity and the coloul-ing of romance have
softened their hideous features, a i d concealed
their terrors! I had evidence here of the
great distance to which the native picces will
c ~ i ~ r y While
.
watching the uscent of the light
companies up tlie heights, a ball fell and
the ground a t my feet, where I

'

.

shonlcl have smiled if any one had suggestecl
tile possibility ot' my beiug witliin range of
small arms. T h e quarter-master's party, \vhich
,,.as in advauce, was exposed to a heavy fire
on entering this valley, and Captain Adamson, of 11. M. 40th, who commanded then],
had a very uarrow escape, a ball passing
through tlie peak of his forage cap ; nor was
this the first time they had beeu exposed to
similar danger. I was highly gratified afterwards to see that the general's despatches with
regard to this and the previous day, containecl
n deserved compliment to my friend, Captain
F. White, commanding the light companies.
'l'he rear-gna1.d had a very sharp skirmish
with the enemy ; a n accident which happened
to one of the uine-pounders (the breaking of
an axle-tree) induced them to come into tlie
lain with much more confidence than ~lsual,
and Lieutenant Terry employed the remaining g u n upon them with great effect; about
fifty were Icilled. I t is gelrerally very difficult to ascertain their loss with any degree
of accuracy, but I give this with some confidence, its I had the account from Major
Siininonds, of H. M. 41st, who corninandell,
and who, as a cool and experienced Peninsular officer, mas not likely to be illivtalieii

.
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in Iris estimate. During the day, me heard
from Kabul, that Captain Troup, of the 4 8 t h
Bcngal N. I., Captain and Mrs. Anderson,
of the 59th Bellgal N. I., D r . Ca~xpbell,Mrs.
Treyor and seven children, had been rescued,
and that there mas some prospect of the recovery of the rest of the prisoners from the
neighbourhood of Bamean, whither they had
been removed. General Pollock had had an
action at Jugdulluk, previously to that a t Tezeen, already mentioned, and had taken possession of the Bala H i s a r , with two of 11. M.
regiments.
16thi March to Urghundee, nine miles.
About one mile from the ground we were quitting, we passed the spot where Dost Mahomed left his guns in his fight from Lord
Keane's force in 1839. W e halted upon rather
damp and bad ground, near the mouth of a
pretty dell to the left, full of gardens and little
forts. T h e people were friendly and brought
us in supplies, and we passed an undisturbed
night. I n the course of the day we heard
that S i r Richmond Shakespeare, General Pollock's military secretary, had gone towards
Bamean with six hundred Kussilbash cavalry,
in quest of t h e prisoners, who mere in a fort
near it.

.
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17th. Marched to within five miles of Kabul, and enca~npedon the west side of the
gorge leading into the valley in which the city
stands, and where, t h o u g l ~the city was on the
opposite side, me were able to see part of the
defences of the Rala Hissar. W e were in a
beautiful plain, forming the centre of a complete a.mphitheatre of wild hills, upoil which
the varied effects of light and shade were magnificent. T h e plain mas fill1 of gardens; the
fruit exceedillgly good. Tlie weather was now
like the finest October weather in England,
and the thermometer in the middle of the day
scal.cely excceded seventy degrees in the shade.
F r o ~ tthis
l tirne Major-general Polloclc assumed
the com~nandof the ICandallar force as well as
his own.
18th, Sunday. General Pollock came over
to visit General Nott, and was received rrith
the usual salute. I spent n quiet and tranquil
day, meditating on the mercy of God which
me had experienced thus far, praying for the
safe return of the prisoners, and the welfare of
the whole force. Report said that General
Polloclr's force had come up in a very destitute condition, that they lvad only two or three
days' provisions, and that there was some
fear of n scarcity of food ; but I endeavoured,

and, I t11anlr God, with success, to cast this
and every other care upon him who had so
manifestly cared fur us. Divine service in
the evening as usual, and a large attendance
of officers. News arrived during the evening
fiwm Sir Ricl~rnondShalrespeare, that he had
fount1 the prisoners safe, but was apprehensive
of an attenipt at rescue; it was, therefore, determined, to send a brigade to his support. A n
order came from General Polloclr that a detachment should g o upon this service from
the Kandahar force, but General Nott remonstrated, on the ground that his troops were fatigued by a march much longer than that
of their conlrades. Sir R. Sale's brigade was
conseqiiently sent, and we lost the honour of
covering the r e t u r i ~of the prisoners, I n the
night there was a furious dust-storm, and many
tents were overset.
19th. This was a period of intense anxiety
and excitement with respect to the prisoners.
T h e brigade for their protection, under Sir R.
Sale, passed our camp a t an early hour in the
morning with t h e earnest prayers of every one
for its success. I11 the course of the day, Major
Leech showed m e a note addressed to him by
Sir R. Shakespeare from ICnloo, expressing
his hope that h e should be with us by t h e
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21st. W e onderstoocl that the brigade was to
inake forced marches of thirty miles per day,
so as to be with the captives on the evening of
the 20th, the distance being not more than
sixty miles.
20th. Towards evening some of the prisoners arrived in our camp ; the rest were a t
Urghurirlee, all safe. Great mas the rejoicing,
as uiay well be conceived. As 1 returned from
the hospital service in the evening, I saw a
little crowd of officers in the lines, and coming
up, foond they were surrounding Captain Alston, 27th regiment N. I., one of the Ghuznee
prisoners. H e was dressed i11 native costuime,
and certainly looked very like an Affghan.
He appeared in excellent health, b ~ l talrnost
overpowered by the press, and the nlultitude
of questions from every side. I n the course
of the evening I saw also Major Pottinger,
to whose exertions, I understood, the whole
party were, under Providence, mainly indebted for their deliverance. The number
of pl'isoners liberated, including those left in
ICabnl, was as follows : ladies and European women, twelve; oficers, thirty-four;
children, seventeen ; non-commissioned oficers, privates, aud clerlrs, fifty-four ; total, one
hundred and seventeen.
o 6
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21st. I n the morning brolce grouud, and
marched three miles nearer the town for convenience of forage. Our new gronnd was
about a mile from the gorge before mentioned,
to the right of which, on the hill-side, mas
the tomb of the Sultan Baber, about a mile
from i:camp. W e were stationed on some
pretty ground, with green turf, and hedgerows of poplars and other trees, but rather too
damp to be very agreeable. J u s t as my tent
mas pitched, I met with, and was introduced
to, Captain Walsh, 52nd Madras N. I., one of
the hostages given up to Ackbar Khan. EIe
canie and sat iiearly an hour in my tent.
H e , and indeed all the rest, were in native
dresses of very good quality, and concurrecl
in the report of the liberal treatment they
had received from Ackbar Khan, which certainly placed his character in a far more
agreeable point of view than we had previously bee11 accustomed to consider it. A t
breakfast time Major I-Iibbert, H. M. 40th,
inade up a party to visit the town. The road
from ,our camp lay through the deep gorge
already mentionecl, between two rocky hills,
which were walled to the very summit, with
mud bastions a t regular distances; the road
was very narrow, prettily shaded with trees,

G R U Z N E E TO KADUL.

299

and a stream ran on the right hand by \vll~cll
the bed of the narrow valley was irrigated, and
rendered richly productive. The roclrs on the
left in many places overhung the road. I
should think it capable of being strongly defended, and not to be forced without considerable loss to the assailants. A t length a narrow gateway, from which the gate had been
ren~oved,admitted us into the city. W e made
our n a y through narrow, half ruinous, and
wliolly deserted streets, till we came to the
Bala Hissar division of t h e city, wliich was
strongly walled, with a good gateway, and
surrounded by a rather deep trench ; to our
left on entering, was the corner bastion which
Aclrbar IChan ruined and blew u p ; thence
we passed, through a small bazaar tolerably
well supplied with grain and fruits, into an
open square, where I counted twenty-eight
guns of various calibre, twenty-five of which
were on substnntial carriages; one was a
curious rifle of very great length, the bore
grooved, and carrying about one-pound ball ;
fonr brass six-poundel-s were our own, ancl
one appeared to have been struclr in two places
by roulid shot from another gun. I saw three
other guns (iron nine-pounders,) in a different
part of the Bala Hissar, and I believe illore

300

3IARCEI FROM

might have been found. From this square
another gate admitted us into the palace, walled in fyom the rest of' the Bala Hissar Division.
A broad road ran thro~ighthe enclosure, to
the left of which was the royal residence, in
good repair, and on tlie right, a building for
holding durbars, behind which had been the
gardens, now utterly ruined, b ~ i once
t
I doubt
not very beautiful, the flower beds still traceable.*: I did not see the palace, as Prince
Futtel Sung, a younger son of Shall Soojah,
was keeping up a shadow of sovereignty there;
hut the building on the right was very handsome, having wide open verandahs on the four
sides, the ceilings and cornices of which were
beautifully painted in panels, with r~lnning
patterns of roses and other flowers, and the
lattices richly carved ; at the end of tlie broad
road was a gateway leading to the royal stables, and beyond these some commodious barracks, in which were a miserable raggecl
rabble, calling themselves a regiment of Futteh Jung's, who imitated our method of piling
arms, by putting three matchlocks together,

* Tho 2nd regiment Bengal N. I. had been atntioned, ainee
our arrival, in the Bala EIimr. hey had their tents pitched
in this garden, nnd were my hospitable entertainere whenevor I
viaited the town.
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and tying them with string at the muzzles!
Passing through these barrackv and turning
to the right, nrc ascericled a very rocky and
steep hill to the citadel, from the highest
point of which the British colours were once
morc flying. This, which must once have
been a place of immense strength, vvw one
heap of ruins, of wliich the outer wall alone
renli~ined in tolerable repair. I t had been
built of burnt brick, which is rather unusual,
and the wall had been faced on the outside
with glazed ornamental bricks, similar to those
described i n the tombs a t Tattah. FFO~U
the
point on which stood the flag-staff, we had a
magnificent view of the place and its environs. Kabul is surrounded on every side by
hills of greater or less elevation. I n our front
lay h e city, of a n extent which surprised me,
encircled on three sides by a luxurious belt
of gardens; about a mile beyond were the
remains of the cantonments whence General
Elphinstone's unfortunate force issued o n its
miserable retreat towards Jellalabad.
Between this and the city ran the Kabul River;
on our right was the Jellalabad road, running
under a bank of low hills ; on the left, the two
fortified rocky hills on each side of the gorge
through which we had come; and behind
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us, from the Citadel Hill to those bounding
the view, the land appeared wet and swampy,
and ]lad an unhealthy appearance. I t was
melancholy indeed to stand and gaze on the
very spot which had witnessed the humiliation
and disgrace of our arms, and the destruction
of such multitudes. The city is, I should
think, more than twice the size of Kandahar,
probably seven or. eight miles in circumference,
including the Bala Hissar, which is probably
one-fourth of the whole. I do not think I a m
far wrong in this estimate, fur I see that Major
H o ~ i g h states the Bala Hissar Division to be
half a mile long, by a quarter of a mile wide,
i. e. a mile and a half in circumference. I t is
difficult to form an opinion from so hasty a
glance as mine, b u t . the houses appeared generally inferior to those of Kandahar,and of the
same materials, sun-dried brick or mud,though
with more wood in the construction. T h e
bazaars, through which we rode, were very
handsonle for Affghanistan, which is singnlarly
destitute of good buildings; but to speak of
them as superb and surpassiilg works of ayt, is
as absurcl as to talk of tlie "noble edijices" of
Ghuznee; they were a t that time almost deserted, and the sl~opsgenerally closed. They
were wide, and handsomely covered with roofs

,
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of carved mood-work ; the shops were uniform
in size and shape, having the front in form of
a flat gothic o r Tudor arch ; and a t intervals
were squares with stone basins for water in the
centre, but it appeared to have been long since
water flowed into them. Retiring from the
palace, we turned to the left to a ruinous
musjid of considerable extent, in n small darlr
room of which lay the remains of the poor old
Shah, Soojah ool Moollr ; his body, the fakeers
said, was thinly covered with earth, fbrrning a
small mound ; over this was a mat, which was
again covered by the sort of counterpane, on
which he reclined in his palanquin when he was
murdered ; it was white, and the blackened
bloodstains were very evident upon it-a remarkable lesson on the unsatisfactory nature
of the pursuits of human ambition. T h e descendant of' a line of kings, who once swayed
the sceptre of a large portion of Central Asia ;
twice expelled f'rom his throne; ~Sestoredbut
to be ~nurdcredin his own capital; and after
l y i ~ i gfor 'months unburied, to find at last such
a lowly grave ! W e l l has our old poet said,
'' Tile glories of this mortal stnte
Are slludows-not substantinl tliirrgs ;
There is no ivmour ugninst firte,
Death lnys his icy ]land on kill@ ;

Sceptre and crown must tumble down,
And in the dust be equal laid

With tile poor crooked scythe and spade."
Returning through the city, we met Sir R.
Saless brigade coming in f~-omUrgllundee,
with the rescued prisoners, the ladies io
doolies, the gentlemen, sorne in doolies, some
on horseback, the men on foot, or on camels.
They had with them a considerable number of
elephants, the first I had seen employed in
carriage. I was astonished a t the activity and
speed of these apparently unwieldy animals.
Neal. the gate by which we entered mere the remains of Sir A. Burnes' house ; a melancholy
spectacle, being now an utter ruin ; the narrow street in which it stood, by the numerous
scars of musket-balls, bore indubitable evidence
of the fury of the conflict which had raged
around it. W e returned home little disposed
for conversation on the road, and fully occu*
pied by the emotions of sorrow and mortification which such scenes were ci~lculatedto call
forth.
Mr. Nicholson, 27th regiment Bengal N. I.,
this evening dined a t our mess, of which he
continued to be an honorary member for some
time. H e had been one of the Ghuznee prisoners, and during the siege of Ghuznee, had
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defended the Water Gate, with a company of
his regiment, in a rnanner which callecl forth
much praise, especially as he was a very young
officer. H e Lore testimony to the barbal-oils
treatment they had received from Shums ood
Deen Khan, and the improvelnent they experienced when they were transferred to the
custody of Aclrbar Khan. On the day of their
arrival, lle invited them to dinner, and treated
them with great hospitality and kindness.
I t is, I suppose, unexampled even in European
warfare, that a prince should entertain his prisoners of inferior rank a t his own table !
23rd. An excursion with a party of officers
to the tomb of the Euiperor Baber. W e
turned to the right from the road parallel to
which we were encamped, and traversed, for
about s mile and a half, a narrov way, beautifully shadecl hy poplars and willows, with
~neadowsof grass and clover on each side, and
brooks and rills which strongly reminded me
of home.
The weather was exquisite, like
the finest suurner weather in England, the
heat so moriernte as to allow of riding or
walking throughout the day without inconvenience. W e crossed the Kabul River, a t
this part stroligly resembling the Wharf
in Craven, by an anticlue stone bridge, on
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which a party of our officers were fishing, anrl
proceedir~ga little way up the left baiik, came
to a ruined curavansera, with four gates of
lofty pointed arches, which must a t one time
have been handsome and corninodious. Passing through this, we entered what strongly resembled an English park, and passing a slnall
tank, (AnglicA, a square stone-walled fishpond,) ascended a succession of terraces, shaded
by avenues of lofty trees, down which a limpid
stream was murmuring in small cascades. A t
the top of the terraces was another s n ~ a l ltank
of stone, surrounded and shadowed by trees
of sr~rpassing Leight and beauty of foliage,
all-long which mas a hollow sycamore of imlwense girth. Into this tank the water rushed in
a lnrge stream, from s h ~ i g h of
t perhaps seven
feet; niore pnre and crystal water I have never
seen. I t was a spot which seemed formed fbr
tranquil contemplation. Ascending still higher
to the level of the cascade, we came t o a small
platform of earth, on which was erected a beautiful musjid of white marble, presenting a front
of three ornamented gothic arches. Within
and opposite the sentre arch, was the niche,
or place of prayer; the front was surrnounted
by four cuspated minarets,'the whole in good
and substantial repair. Over the centre arch
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was a Persian inscription, of which tlie following is the substance, as given me by
Captain Macduff, H. 31. 40th regiment.
This beautiful musjid, a place of prayer
for angels and cherubim, is erected in tlie
p r d e n and place of rest of the late wise,
good, and beneficent monarch, now an inhabitant of Paradise, the Emperor Zakur-ud-deenMahomed Baber, by order of the Emperor
Shah Jehan Badshah, after the capture of
Balk11 and Budukshan, the flight of Nuzr
Mahomed K h a n to Subz-ghan, and his defeat
near that place, by divine aid and the bravery of the imperial forces, I t was completed
in the nineteenth year of his reign, being the
1056th of the EIejirah, (1 640,) after two years
labour, at a n expense of forty thousand rupees,
(four thousand pounds.)" I obtained a sketch
of this ~iiusjid. On a still higher terrace is the
tomb of the sultan, plain and unpretending,
and near it another, said to be in memory of
his daugliter, surrounded by a nlarble screen
of flowered open work, so delicately wrought,
that it at once recalled Sir W. Scott's comparison of the tracery of Melrose Abbey to the
\vorlr of a fairy, entwining willows and flowers,
who
((

"Framed n spell when the work wna dono
And changed the willow wreirtha to stone."

T h e hill, on the other side of which the town
of Kabul abuts, rose bold and rocky behind,
with a summer-ilouse, at a considerable height.
I had not time to climb to the summer-l~ouse,
but from the side of the hill, one of the most
beautiful landscapes burst upon me that had
ever delighted my eyes. T h e rich foliage of
the trees surrounding B a b h ' s tomb, formed
the fore.ground, beyond was the Kabul River,
and on its opposite side extended for miles
and ~niles,the richly cultivated and wooded
valley, bounded by a semicircle of mountains,
the fantastic and varied forms of which it
would be vain to attempt to describe. I shall
wander far, and see much, ere the memory of
that glorious view is obliterated from my
mind.
24th. I rode through the city to General
Polloclc's camp, by a different route from that
of ~ n yformer visit. 1 saw the divisioil of t h e
city belonging to the Iiussilbashes, which is
separated from the other parts by an embattled
wall, with bastions at regular distances. T h e r e
was a strong Kussilbash guard at the gate. I
was glad to observe this, as, in the event of
the city being fired, of which there was much
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talk, it was probable that these poor people,
their houses and propelsty, would escape.
Abont a mile and a half on the other side
of Kabul, was the spot on the Jellalabrrd
road, called Shere Sung, where Soojah ool
Moollc was murdered, marked by a small heap
of stones. On arriving at General Pollock's
camp, I called on several of the ladies who had
so recently bee11 delivered from the enemy,
and baptized three infants born during their
captivi1.y. I t was deeply interesting to listen
to their relation of all they had been compelled
to endure, from the severity of the weather,
rapid travelling, kc., though they seemed to
have experienced all the alleviations of which
such a situation was capable, and the character of Ackbar K h a n rose higher the more one
heard of him. H e appears to be in hunla.
nity and courtesy far in advance of the generality of his countrymen. Both t h e ladies
and the children looked remarkably healthy.
As me returned, we heard the explosion of
some of the guns which were being burst,
and some houses in the city were burning;
we understood that the latter conflagration
was by order of Futteh Jung, before mentioned as exercising a sort of nominal sove:
reign ty.

,

BBth, Sunday. Divine service at sunrise
with the European troops; preached from
Deut. iv. 39, 40, on the inercies experienced
in our late successful march from Icandahar."
The scene was striking, the sun rising and
shedding a rosy hue on the picturesque forms
of the distant hills. After service, I was called
to bury a gunner of t l ~ ehorse artillery ; his
grave was in a garden which had formerly
been a favourite resort of Sir A. Burnes; it
was overlooked by a fort, now in rrrins, in an
octagonal bastion of which, he had had a room
fitted up. Poor Burnes ! the very flowers he
had planted, frail though they were, had survived the hand that reared them. Evening
service in H. M. 40th mess-tent, as usual :
preached from Isa. lv. 1.
26th. After a violent thunder-storm during
the night, a great change of temperature took
place, and at sunrise, the first snow we had
seen became visible on the mo1.e distant hills.
W e viewed it not without anxiety, knowing
the probable effects of frost and snow on the
native troops ru~d followers. This day, the
second brigade, under Brigadier Stacey, joined
General M'Caskill's force, and marched upon
Istalif.
See Senuon

I.
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27th. W e re~riovedour camp to Shere S u n g
on the east of Kabul. W e pitched on the
south side of the Jellalabad road, between
parallel hills, in a dried-up salt marsh, covered
thickly with a weedy sediment resembling
cotton. tlruter was proc~lrable thl.oughout
tlie carrrp, by digging pits fro111 two to three
feet deep, but it mas excessively brackish and
not drinkable. Good running water v a s to
be had about half a mile nearer the town. On
the opposite side of the road from our camp
loas a ruined car~toninent fiivst occupied by
Lord Keane. General Pollock was encamped
also on the Jellalabnd road about three miles
froin the town. O u the following day, Captain Bygrove, tlie last of the prisoners, mas
sent into camp by Ackbar Khan.
30th. News arrived of the taking of Istalif
by General iVI'Casltil1, and the death of ~ie;;
tenant Evans, 13. M. 41st regiment.
October 1st. I went into the town, and, accompanied by Captain Boswell, 2nd regiment
Bengal N . I., set forth to make inquiries respecting a small community of Armenian
Christians, of whom I had heard from my
friend the Reverend G. Pigott, who had baptized two of their children when he visited
Kabul in 1839, as chaplain to the' Bombay

army under Lord Keane. After some inquiry, we discovered them in a street in the
Bala Hissar, leading fisom the Jellalabacl Gate;
their buildings were on the north side of the
street. W e went u p a n alley, and turned into
a suiall court on the left, surrounded by
buildings, and filled with the implements of
their trade. A little door led from this court
into their chuimch,a small dark building, but
on procuring lights, I found that it was carpeted, and kept clean, apparently with great
care. I t s aspect mas due east to west, and an
altar stood a t the east end, surnlounted by a
srl~allpicture of a Holy Family, milch dimmed
by smoke and dust. Upon the altar were
six candlesticks, two small crosses, and two
copies of the Holy Gospels. I n front, without
the altar rails, was a solall desk, on which lay
a book of Daily Prayer, in Armenian. T h e
altar was not against the wall, but had a space
behind, and stood on a raised step. Our guides
showed me a volume containing the gospels in
Armenian, and another with t h e epistles,
also a small English pocket Bible with clasps,
Oxford edition, whicli I think was said to have
been bought from a n Hindoostanee. They
stated that their body came into Affgl~anistan
with Nadir Shah ; that they were then two
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hundred families, but were now reduced to
four, comprising thirty-five persons, men,
women, and children. They subsist by
making Shiraz wine, and distilling spirits.
They said they endured much from the Affghans, aud were often subjected to heavy exactions ; whether they have wealth or not it is
impossible to say. T h e place wore an air of
decent and respectable poverty; but the man
and woman whom I saw were well dressed.
If they are wealthy, which I think probable,
they would be most unwise to make any show
of it. I was much affected at finding this
little dim spark of Christianity in the midst of
such utter darkness, and earnestly prayed that
it might be fanned by the breathing of the
Holy Spirit to a bright and pure flame, which
might enlighten the nations around. W h e n
they understood that I was a christian priest,
the woman prostrated herself on the ground,
and would have embraced my feet: this I endeavoured to prevent, and could I have spoken
in her own tongue, would have addressed her
in the words of St. Peter to the household of
Cornelius, " Stand, up, I also am a man."
The man, whose Affghan name was Timour,
was less enthusiastic. H e clasped my hand in
both his, and bowing down, pressed it first to
P

his lips, and afterwards to his forehead. They
told me they had had no priest for thirteen
years: that one had come, from Hindoostan,
grid got as far as Peshawur, but was afraid to
venture farther. It mas highly interesting to
hear from the lips of these Eastern Christians
the names of our blessed Saviour, and his holy
evangelists and apostles.
2nd, Sunday. To General Pollock's camp at
half past six A. M., where we had a thasksgiving service, by request, for the late, mercies
of our God vouchsafed in the deliverance of
the prisoners. H. M. 13th and 31st regi-,
ments infantry, 11. M. 3rd light dragoons, and
a troop of Bengal horse artillery, formed a
large square. General Pollook, Sir R. Sale,
and many officers who, had been prisoners,
were present.
After morning prayers, i n
which our general thanks were returned, about
forty men of H. M. 13th light infantry s a n g
four verses of Psalm cvi., " 0 render thanks.
to God above," kc., and many of the congre-,
gation joined. I t was set to, a fine old church
tune, the singing was very good, and, as the,
hi\ls around re-echoed the pealing anthem bhe,
effect was overwhellning. I t was many, many
months since I had heard a psalm S r ~ many*
other voice than my own, and this was refreshT:
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ing indeed. When will the blessed period
arrive, (it shall one day come,) when the hills
and rocks of Affgh'ghsnistan shall re-echo such
sounds from every side ; when " the mountain
of the Lord's house shall be established in
the top of tlie mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto
it ?" (Isa. ii. 2.)
3rd. I went to the town by engagement to
baptizesomechildren of the Armenians,who had
joyfully availed themselves of the opportunity
afforded by the presence of a clergyman, for
procuring their admissioll into the christian
church by this holy sacrament. I was accompanied, on this occasion, by Major Stopf a d and Captains Macduff and Adamson,
H. M. 40th regiment, and Captain Button,
2nd regiment Bengal N. I. On arriving*a t the
Armenian church, I found them prepared, and
a large vessel of lulcewaru~ water placed in
front of the altar. I baptized three children
by immersion. The water I observed was
transferred with great reverence to a large
earthen jar, I presume to be be preserved as
7;

I

holy. After the service my friends wished to
examine the picture, crosses, &c., on the altar,
and asked whether they migbt be permitted to
enter the rails. They were told that they
P
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might- if they would divest theruselves of thei;
swords.
These were immediately carried
aivay by Tiinour and placed outside the door
of the church. I was much struck with their
deep reverence and love to the house of God.
My friend M r . Pigott told me that when
h e asked them why they remained at Kabul
in the depressed state in which they were,
they replied, " How can we leave our church?"
After the sacrament of baptism had been administered, there was a little entertainment of
tea and cakes im an upper room. H e r e I saw
Sikunder (Alexander) and Miriam, the two
children previously baptized by Mr. Pigott ;
they were remarkably pretty, and with very
fair complexions ; indeed, both children and
adults were very handsome and had most expressive features. " Farewell," I thought as
I rode away-" farewell, brethren in Christamidst much that may be ignorant and superstitious, there is a cleaving to christian ordinances, and a reverence for christian teachers,
which encourages me to hope that there is a
love to the Master, as well as to the house and
the servants. We shall probably meet no
more on earth, but I will indulge t h e hope of
meeting you, where we shall no longer see
through a glass darkly, but shall know even

,
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a s also me are known. May our one Lorcl, in
whose one faith and one baptism meare united,
watch over you and be your protector in the
midst of the enemies of t h e cross of Christ,
and cause that the blessed baqner under
which both you aud I are enlisted, may speedily
be unfurled as the sign by which the kingdoms
of this world shall be subdued, and become
the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ,
that he may reign for ever and ever."
7th. General &1'Caskill1s force returned from ICohistan, having taben and detroyed Istalif and Charebar, with considerable
loss of life to the enemy, and greater loss of
property, a large amount of spoil being obtained. Poor Lieutenant Evans, H. M. 41st,
was shot from a house in Istalif after the place
was taken. M u c h has been said, both in the
Indian and English journals, and in psi-liament,
about the "brutalities and barbarities" conimitted in this expedition. I was not present,
and therefore cannot speak from my own personal knowledge, nor am I at all disposed to
maintain that it was free from the usual horrors accompanying warlilre expeditions, which
none can feel so deeply as those whose painful
lot it is to witness theel ; but I am bound in
justice to t h e officers and men of that force, to

declare my firm conviction, that the same
shameless exaggeration and falsehood with
which almost every operation of this campaign
has been assailed, characterize the statements
with regard to this also. Both from minute
inquiries, and from firmiliar conversation with
those present, at seasons when they were most
unreserved, and least disposed to be on their
guard, I am satisfied that all means were used
for the protection of the women and children,
and that, from the absence of liquor, the usual
incentive to every evil in a siege o r storm, the
licence and devastation were far less, than in
most of the military operations in the Peninsula and elsewhere, recorded in our annals.
W i t h respect to the destruction of' orchards,
&c., the remarks made with reference to
Ghuznee will apply here. The Kohistan,
I am told, is a district of more than forty
miles, completely occupied by orchards and
gardens ; to those, therefore, who know
anything of military matters, it will be quite
obvious, that a small force, consisting of two
not very strong brigades, having the necessary
amount of camp duty to perform in an enemy's
country, and only ten days wherein to march,
to effect the purpose of their expedition, and
to return, would be utterly unable to detach

'
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a sufficient body of men, to effect, in such a
time, the wholesale destruction with which
they are charged ; that a few orchards in the
immediate vicinity of camp were injured is
very probable, but more than this, I think not
only unlikely, b l ~ t ,from the circuinstances of
the case, absolutely impossible.
8th. W a s called up in the i~ightby two
officers from General Pollock's camp, who
came to ask me to see Lieutenant Scott, 11. M.
13th light infantry, who was supposed to be a t
the point of death from an abscess in the liver,
and who wished to see me. They had with
then1 an escort of the Bengal 1st cavalry. The
night was bitterly cold and very dark. Found
poor Mr. Scott very weak, but calui and collected. Slept in a neighbouriilg tent, and was
with him again during the night. I found
that he wished to speak to me on the subject
of receiving the holy communion ; had some
conversation with him on the subject, and
prayed v i t h him for due preparation.
9th, Sundhy. w i t h Mr. Scott about seven
A. M., and found him apparently much better.
After prayer with him, rode to our own camp,
and had divine service at eleven a. w. Ret u ~ n e dafterwards to General Pollock's camp,
and found so great a change for the worse in

Mr. Scott, that I feared he woulcl not survive
many hours ; witnessed his will, and administered the holy communion, which appeared
to give him much comfort. I was greatly gratified here, as I had often been before, to see
the kind and brotherly attention, and the many
little oEces of friendship rendered to their sick
comrade by the young officers of H, M. 13th.
Those who only see a soldier in the glitter of
gay society a t home, have little conception of
what he really is. I t is in the field, in the
absence of almost every comfort, in tlie face of
disease and death, that his real character is
developed, and exhibits, often in mere boys, a
tenderness of heart, a delicacy of attention,
and extent of self-denial, that would astonish
and perhaps shame many of their seniors whq
are more hpppily situated.
In the afternoon we had service in the mess
tent of 13. M. 13th, where many of the ladies
who had been liberated attended. I preached
from Psalm cvii. 1, 2, on their late captivity
and delivernnce.:~ I passed the evening with
Mr. Scott, and slept, as before, in a neighbouring tent.
This day, I regret to record, was selected for
sending a working party into the town, to blow

*
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up and destroy the central building of the bazaar! This was the signal for Europeau soldiers,
sepoys, followers, all who could get away from
camp, to commence plundering-a melancholy
ancl disgraceful scene! Whether it could or
could not have been prevented, by the proper
exercise of decision and discipline on the part
of the general, by whom I am fully persuaded
that it mas not approved, becomes not me to say.
T h e following morning, as, in returning, I rode
over the hill mhich separated the two camps,
the city mas blazing and smoking below me,
and the fire spreading wider and wider.
11th. Our halt still continued, and every
kind of disgraceful outrage was suffered to
go on in the town. T h e shops were broken
open and rifled ; every sort of plunder was
displayed and offered for sale in the lines of
both camps, which were lilte a fair ; and an
utter disorganisation of the force appeared
lilrely to ensue if this state of things were to
continue; and this after a quiet lialt of more
than twenty days, and when we had replenished
the commissariat s ~ ~ p p l i eby
s the assistance of
these poor people, who had returned to their
s h ~ p supon an express proclamation OF protection in the event of their doing so ! I n the
meantime measures were taking for what w&
P
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called settling the g-overnment." Putteh
Sung having prudently determined to occupy
the throne no longer than there were British
bayonets to protect him, liis younger brother,
Shahpoor, was selected for the honour, and
to him were handed over four six-pounder
guns, with the East India Company's name
on them, which Ackbar Khan had taken in
the Bala Hissar, and me had re-taken from
him.
T h e demolition of the bazaar was avowed
to be ail expression of national indignation at
the diilionour there done to the remains of our
murdered countrymen ; and had the attendant
excesses been avoided, it was perhaps the most
lenient mode which could have been adopted
for leaving an impression on a people not very
accessible to the ,notion, that treachery and
cruelty. to t h e living, or insults to the dead, are
matters pf reproach. T h e Bala IIissar was
spared, I presume, for the sake of the king
whom we had set up, and as affording him his
best chance of maintaining his unenviable seat.
The disposal of the Dowrannee throne, doubtless, added something to the eclat of the expedition ; but, to many, it appeared a dear
purchase, a t the cost of our four guns, which
were but too likely to fa11 into hostile hands,
5

and to be hereafter regarded rather as monnments of our fornler reverses than of our recent
triumph. The town having been thns sacked,
and the government settled, we prepared to
depart.
During the period of our halt at ICabul, 1
made a minute inspection of the rnined cuntonments of General Elphinstone's force, read
the journal of Captain Johnson, of the 26th
Bengal N.I., a part of which has been given
to the world, and conversed on the subject of
their calamities with rnany of the prisoners,
who, from their position, were most likely to
have the means of fornling a correct jndgment. I t is not my i~iterltionto enter into
the discussion of this matter, as mine is strictly
a personal narrative, and the grave has closed
over those upon whom the chief responsibility
rested; but I think all those who have liad
similar opportunities of judging, will agree
with me in the opinion, that if those in COIUlnand had displayed from the first that moclerate degree of presence of mind and energ.y
which might reasonably have been expected
from them, neither the force of the enemy,
nor the rigour of the season, could, humanly
speaking, have produced such disastrous effects. They were, it would appear, in a great

measure self-destroyed, and, abstaining from
all reproach of those who are gone, I would
use this fearful incident in our i~ationalhistory as an incentive to humiliation, from the
consideration of the ease with which, when
God is determined to humble the ride of
man, H e can cause an undisciplined, disunited, and certainly not very courageous people, to confound the science, and arms, and
discipline, and courage of the most distinguished nations of the earth. Happy will it
be if, when vindictive feelings towards a base
and cruel foe have subsided, the lesson be
effectual to abate our overweening confidence
in our own strength, and disregard of the just
claims and interests of others-results by n o
means so apparent as they ought to have been,
after every allowance for exaggeration and
misstatement, as to the proceedings of our force
in the hour of success and triumph.

C H A P T E R X.
M A R C H FROAI K A B U L TO PESBh\VUR.

O N October 12, 1842, we marched a t eleven
A . M,, and joyfully turned our backs on the
scene of former disgrace and present outrage.
Arrived a t General Pollock's camp, we found
that their rear-guard had not left the ground;
their camels became intermixed with ours, and
great confusion ensued, especiillly.. at a river
with a small bridge, and a t a morass, crossed
by a narrow causeway, about half a mile in
length. M a n y camels were swamped, and
much damage done to their loads. W e were
obliged to halt perpetually, and were six
hours in marching eight miles ! W e encamped
nearly two miles beyond Buotkhak ; no meustent arrived, and consequently there was no
dinner. B.y great good, fortune all my kit
came up safe i n the course of the evening, and
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I mas able to give a night's lodging to a less
favoured officer. T h e ground during the march
mas thickly strewn with the slteletons of the
unfortunate sepoys and fo1lowet.s of General
Elphinstone's force. I counted about seventy
merely on that part of the road which I traversed ; and this, too, was their first march !
B u t they had been so reduced by living for
two months on half and quarter rations, that
many of them probably were totally incapable
of marching even a fern miles.
13th. A halt a t Bootkhak. On leaving my
tent in the morning, I found that we mere upon
the very spot where these poor people had
encamped. T h e traces of their rowties and
snlall tents (very few in number, for the
greater part had been captured by the enemy)
were distinctly visible. Many ghastly hnman
remains lay around, and the ground was
covered with tilttered fragments of their clothing, &c. Gloves and socks, sepoys' hsircombs, broken china, all served to remind
us of the misery and humiliation of our
troops. I ardently longed to get beyond
these deplorable indications of the evils of
imbecility and indecision. T h e thermometer
a t four P. x. was seventy-four degrees in the
shade.
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14th. Marched at sis A. ar. thl.ough the
Rhoord Kabul ;-a
stupe~~douspass. The
road is much better than that of the Bolan
Pass, and less eiicuinbercd with stones. I t is
crossed again and again by the river, in the
same manner as were the n~arcliesfrom Dadur
to Beebee-nanee, but i t is much narrower, and
more closed in by hills and overhanging rocks,
which, if defended, woilld be exceedingly
dangerous, almost impossible to crown, and
a cause of immense loss even to the host
intrepid and well-organized force, with favourable weather. I t will easily be conceived,
. therefore, what it muat have been to the
troops under General Elphinstone, starved
dispirited, and dis~r~a'nized
; in the ii1oi1t11
of January ; the ground deep in snow ; and exposed to the fire of crowds of Affghans, who
thronged the heights on both sides. The entrance to the pass would have formed a, fine
subject for Salvator Rosa. The sun had not
risen, and the gorge looked dark, gloomy, and
threatening. I was betweell the quartermaster general's party and the column, consequently there were but few people, and one
or two officers scattered about. T h e craggy
and fantastic roclrs towered alnlost perpendicularly on both sides, many of them quite so, to

an enormous height. T h e foreground was occupied by the skeletons of the ill-fated troops,
tvith the larger forms of carnels and horses.
T h e gray light of morning scarcely allowed
the eye to penetrate the pass, which appeared
entirely shut in. Large carrion-crows and
vultures, with flagging wings, mere soaring
heavily overhead. As we entered, the ghastly
meniorials of past calamity became more a n d
more frequent. I t is impossible to estimate
their numbers, but the ground through t h e '
whole length of the pass, about five miles,
\vas cumbered wit11 them. Soine were gathered in crowds under rocks, as if to obtain
shelter fiom the biting wind ; we could conceive what it must have been in January, for
such was the intensity of the cold, that we
were almost all compelled to dismount and
walk, to keep life in oar limbs, and the water
froze in icicles o n the legs of the horses. I
counted in one place twelve skeletons, huddled together in a little nook. Some, fro111
their attitudes, appeared to be those of persons
who had expired in great agony, probably
from wounds. Most of them retained their
hair, and the skin was dried on the bones, s o
that the hands a n d feet mere little altered i n
form. Some were still covered with fragnents
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of clothing, and here and there the uniform
was discoverable. T h e horse and his rider lay
side by side, or men mere seen clasped in
each other's arms, as they had crowded
together for warmth. One spot, where the
pass was almost closed by rocks projecting
from either side, was literally choked with the
corpses of men, horses, and cal~lels. It appeared as if a tremendous volley had been
poured among them, or that the delay unavoidable in passing so narrow a gorge had
caused them to drop from cold. A small
ruined building, on tlie left of the road, mas
quite filled with dead bodies.
Soon after entering the pass, we came upon
the body of a Brahmin, who appeared to have
been murdered during the previous night;
the blood was yet fresh upon him, and his
limbs, though stiffened by the frost, were untorn by birds or dogs. Almost all whom I
saw in this pass were natives, clearly distiny
guishable by their long black hair. All
around was horror, and I mas strongly reminded of the acconnts of the retreat of the
French army from Moscow, to which, on a
smaller scale, this bore a strong resemblance.
I could have fancied some of these poor creatures still struggling in agonies. A " valley

.
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of the shadow of death" it was indeed, and
every one felt sensibly relieved when me
emerged from i t ; but we vainly eildeavoured
during the day to throw off the painful feelings which so revolting a spectacle had escited,
16th. F r o n ~ICoord Kabul to Tezeen. A
march of fourteen miles over, I think, as bad
a road a!i can well be conceived. The fifst
three or four miles were pretty good. W e then
came to a lofty black roclr, fionting us as if it
wouldstoptheway,under which wound theriver.
W e turned suddeilly to the left, and passed the
tomb of Zubbar, coulmemorated in some Persian lines, containing an execration upon it,
which Major Leech translated to me. I n these
ravines the horrible scenes of the previous day
were renewed. The bodies of the dead lay in
heaps in every conceivable attitude. Some
presenting a piteous resemblance of life, others
expressive of great agony and the struggles of
death. Some caves, on the right of the road,
were quite full of these poor victirns, who
appeared to have crept there for sheltcr.
Thus we proceeded to the I-Iuft IChotal, (the
eight hills,) over which the road wobnd in
eight successive sudden dips, formidable enough
to horsemen, but dreadful for guns and bag-

+
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gage. Dead camels lay thick on every side ;
mementos of the inarch of General Pollock's
force on the previous day: fifty-seven dead
and dying, and eight horses were counted.
A t a part of the road, where a mountain path
led to a deep ravine to the right, the bodies of
a Naick and five sepoys, showed that the rearguard of the advanced force had been attacked ; a little farther on was the murdered
body of a Cossid, lying on his face with his
throat cut, and at the descent of the hill luy
two camel-men dreadfully mangled, while the
grain and flour scattered about, indicated that
their camels had been robbed and led off. A t
the foot of the hill, n e w a stream, mas the
body of a poor old Hindoo woman, similarly
mangled, for these savages make no distinction of age or sex. W e concluded, from their
having left the bodies of the sepoys on the
ground, that the receding brigade must have
been rather hard pressed.
The scene, in the midst of which we witnessed these sights of blood, was wild and picturesquc in the extreme. Such a confusion of
heights and IioIlows, such sheer precipices and
ragged ravines, such infinite varieties of strata,
that i t seemed like the battle-field of the Giants
in their wars with Jupiter, or the heaped-up

fragments of some former and ruined system.
Use induces a dreadful familiarily with objects both of' grief arid terror, but if any one
could liave been suddenly transferred from the
peaceful vales of England, to such a scene of
blood and horror, how indelible milst have
been the impression produced by the contrast!
As we approacl~edour encamping ground,
me heard sharp firing, and soon saw t h e
baggage of the advanced brigade (General
M'Caskill's) slowly moving off, and their
rear-guard maintaining a desultory contest
with the enemy, who, i n small parties, were
matching on tlie heights for an opportunity of
making a rush upon the spoil. They were
speedily dislodged and dispersed by our pickets.
T h e baggage came slowly dropping in, until
night closed, and we became very anxious on
account of tlie rear-guard, which consisted, I
believe, of a palst of the 42nd regiment, Bengal N. I., two otlier companies of sepoys,
vhich had been detached on tlie line of march,
and two of Captain Leslie's guns, under the
command of Lieutenant Brett, the whole commanded by Captain Leeson, of the 43rd Bengal N. I. .Just as we had finished dinner, at
H. R1. 40th mess, the regiment mas ordered
under arms, and all ai-ose hnstily. A s I went
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to my tent, however, I heard that they were
countermanded, and hoped it mas a false
alarm.
Sunday, 16th. KO Sunday, alas! to us.
The savage region me mere in had no sympathy with the suitable and happy employnlent
of sabbath hours. W e mere moving by five
A. M., on uiarch to Seh Baba, seven miles.
I awolre in the morning, thanlrful to God for
the quiet night we hacl enjoyed in canip, little
thinking of what had been passing in the
Huft I<liotal, and the dangers and losses of
the rear-guard. The public despatch on this
affair may I think be elucidated by the ful- lowing account, given me by a field officer
who was present though not in command,
and which perfectly agrees with what I have
heard in conversation from several other 0%cers who were engaged.
Major Hibbert went out with a wing of
H. M. 40th regiment, and two companies of
H. M. 41st, under Captain Blackbui~n, followed, in charge of doolies and ammunition.
They found Captain Leeson's rear-guard under
heavy fire, and hard prcssed. The grenadier
company of H. 31. 40th, under Lieutenant
Walrefield, with a loud cheer, ascende'd the
hill in front, from whence the enemy were
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making their attack, and cleared it. 31ajor
Hibbert, with another company under Lieutenant E, White, then advanced and cleared
two other hills, and recovered the body of a E u ropean artilleryman, which had been stripped
by the enemy ; this, and the other bodies,
including those fram General Bl'CaskilI's brigade which we had seen in the morning, were
then placed on camels, the woui~dedin doolies, and the party retired, the reinforcement forming the rear-guard. T h e loss was
ten killed and forty-two wounded, total, fiftytwo. I t is stated in the depntch at sixty-one,
but this includes the casualties on the rear-guard
during the march to Seh Baba the next morning. Great praise was deservedly given to
the officers present in this affair, especially
Captain Leeson, commanding, and Lieutenant
Brett, of the 1st troop of Bombay horse artillery.
O u r march of to-day was better than that
of yesterday, being shorter and more open,
but the road was. the bed of a torrent, much1
like that of the Bolan, full of large shingles,
and dreadfully bad., both for camels and horsesT h e torrents, arising from the. melting of t h e
snow,' had swept away most of the ghastly remains, but near our encamping ground was a
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small round watch-tower, whicli those who
entered ancl examined it said, was full of
bodies, prabahly of persons congregated
there for shelter, and frozen to death. There
mere supposed to be above two hundred, in
and around it.
I arrived on the, grosnd in advance of the
colpmn, and found, as 04 the previous, day,
the enemy on the heights, and following up
the pickets of the preceding force, which mere
just retiring, I watched them for some time
with my glass, and observed the adroitness
with which both they and the retiring party
took advantage of every projection which
afforded shelter. The enemy were a long way
off, and though many shots were fired, I col~ld
not observe that any mischief was done.
This morning Lieutenant Chamberlayne, of
the Shah's irregular horse, had a very narrow
escape while on rear-guard. H e mas shot at
about an inch from the spine; the ball penetrated his posteen and clothes, making a slight
mound and deep contusion. I saw him on
horseback the next mo~ming,and he said that
he felt but little pain.
A t Iialf-past four P. M., we sssembled for
divine service, and I preached from Matt. vi.

31 -33. During service the enemy mere firing
constantly on parties in the rear, and the
smoke of their matchlocks was distinctly visible through' the doors of the mess-tent. W e
v e r e now so used to this occurrence that I
believe scarcely any one noticed it; but r&flecting on it afterwards, I could not but think
how strange and unaccountable our indifference would appear to those who ha3 never
been placed in similar circu~nstances.
17th. Marched at the usual hour to K u t t y
Sung, five miles. The effects of these marches
were becoming every day more visible on our
poor camels, and other baggage cattle. T h e
road this day was much like that over the
Huft Ichotal, only not so long. Such lips
and downs I never saw before. About a
mile from camp, below the road, lay the body
of an unfortunate man with his throat dreadfully mangled. This poor fellow had a little
black dog sitting by him and watching him,
which snapped a t and resisted every one who
attempted to remove it. How much kinder
are even the brute creation than man i n his
fallen slate ! Many of our finest camels this
day became so foot-sore that they lay down
under their burdens, and were obliged to be
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abandoned. The loss of tlie preceding force
must have esceederl one hundred, and ours, I
dare say, was not less.
This iliorning we received the GovernorGeneral's order, amarcling six months' batta,
and a medal to the troops, which diffused very
general gratification. A camp in a wild hilly
country like this, is extremely picturesque,
whether by day or night. Towering hills, of
various forrr~s and distances, surround it
on every side. On the ridge of each is
seen, by day, a bristling line of piled arms of
the out-lying picket, the men sitting in groups
or strollii~galong the ridge of the hills; as
tlie sun declines, tlie same ridges are occupied
with lines of sentries, relieved against the horizon; after dark, little bright fires light up
all around, and down in the hollows tlie
voice of mirth and laughter is loud and general, till at last all sinlis into silence, and the
sound of the gongs striking the hour, the occusional challenge of a sentry, or the change of
guard, are the only sounds which meet the
ear, except those universal nuisances of a
camp, the bray of asses and the bark of pariar
dogs. I t seems scarcely credible that froin
such a sleeping host the sound of a drum
would, in five minutes or less, turn out thouQ
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sands of men appointed for the field. A11 is
still, if tbere be no alarm or attack, till the
appointed hour, when a single bugle gives its
fillrill note from the adjutant-general's tent;
the summons is taken up and repeated by
bugles and drums from corps to corps; all
spring into life and activity; tents are struck,
camels are loaded, horses saddled, men fall in,
and a very short time leaves the hills and the
hollows as still and desolate as before.
18th. T o Jugdulluk, seven miles. The
road presented the same hilly aspect as before
bnt not quite so stony ; dreadful work for the
pool* camels. On the afternoon of the previous day, I had burnt several books, boxes, &c.,
and used every means to reduce my kit. One
convenience of life was relinquished after another,-there was no help for it. I did not at
all expect that the whole of my camels would
come in to-day, for some were very weak,
and all wearied ;:?lawever, they managed it,
though with:great difficulty.
The preceding fbrce had entirely left the
gro~lnrlwhen we reached.it,but the heights were
occupied by small parties of our persecuting
enemies, and the distant fire of matchlocks,
and the booming of heavy guns, announced
that they, were harassing General M'CasIrill's

I
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rear-guard. TVe saw very few skeletons, till
we came to a very steep ascent, just before
entering the camp. Here were some ruined
walls, where the remains of the ill-fated force
had evidently taken up a position, I believe
the last, though a few stragglers penetrated
farther, and some almost within sight of Jellalabad. The ground was strewed with dead
bodies, perhaps one hundred, nearly all Europeans, clearly distinguishable by the light
short hair, and the fairness of the skin, which
was dried upon the bones. These, I imagine,
were the last remains of 11, M. 44th, and
tlie horse artillery. There mere several horses,
and one body lying by a horse mas plainly
that of an oficer, from the length of the
hair which waved from the head, the privates
and non-commissioned officers having their
hair cut short by regulation. From hence it
was that General Elphinstone went, by invitation, to treat with Aclrbar Khan, and was
treacheronsly made prisoner.
19th. From Jugdullulr to Skuck-ab. This
was said to be thirteen miles, but it nppeared
111uch longer to me, perhaps, because I was
rather unwell. Before leaving Jugdullnk our
two remaining 18-pounders were blown up,
two had previously been destroyed at Ichoord
0 2

Kabul, Ly Geuelsal Pollock ; this was a great
relief to the men, as the gun bullocBs mere so
completely knocked up, that the men had had
to drag these guns the greater part of the way.
The first part of the road from Jugdulluk was
a very steep ascent, with much cover of brushwood on both sides, and the remains of an
abattis thrown up by the enemy onvthe retreat of the Kabul force, but we expe~ienced
no molcstation here. The road turned and
wound along a steep chain of hills, and a t
last brought us into a valley, through which
.
tlie stream rushed rapidly. The hills on tlie
right were low and unimportant, but on the
left they rose boldly, and on a strip of table l m d ,
at about half their height, sat two or. three men
firing a t the quarter-master's party who were
laying out the camp. They meresoon driven'ofi,
The rear-guard to-day had very sharp work ;
it was under the command of Major Simmonds, and consisted of I-I. M. 41st regiment,
and a con~panyof H. M. 40th, under Lieutenant Carey ; two or three inen were killed,
and Lieutenant M'Gowan, of H. M. 40th;
received a dangerous shot through the thigh,
frorn-which, and the sickness which followed it, .
he was long confined.
20th. From Shuck-ab to Gundamucls,

seven miles. T h e road was much more open,
and the rear-guard had no annoyance ; on the
contrary, they had the advantage, and seaeral
of their opponents were killed. Arrived at
G u n d a m ~ ~ cwe
k , 'found General I\IIICaskill's division, and a plentiful supply of bhoosa ; here
we descended into a plain, with so much verdure, that it seemed like a paradise compared
with the region we had left. On the right was
the Suffaed Icoh, whose snowy peaks formed
a magnificent termination to the view ; on the
left, the ruined cantonments of one of our regiments formerly quartered there ; in front all
appeared flat and open. I t is curious to notice how circu~nstanceschange our ideas. I
have always been an enthusiastic admirer of
mountain scenery, and little thought the time
mould ever come when a flat country would
have the preference; but to visit mountains
in Wales o r Switzerland is quite a different
thing from passing through them bristling
with matchlocks, and strewed with the aead
bodies of one's fellow creatures and fellow countrymen. A flat plain, where we can see our
enemies, and meet them fairly, seems here to
possess a n advantage which counterbalances
all others. IIere I received, to my great joy,
a large paclret of letters, sorne from friends in

India, and others, still nore precious, from
old England. None but those who have been,
as me were, cut off for several months from
all communication, can conceive the exquisite
satisfaction which these lettets gave me.
21st. A halt, to the great relief both of man
and beast, after eight days continued marching through so ruggecl a country. During
the night one of my camels was either stolen
or allowecl to stray, a great loss under our circumstances. Two Ghazeev were killed by
the sentries during the night, and many shots
fired into camp.
22nd. A short march of five miles to a
celebrated garden, called Neemlah. W e were
leaving the hills farther and farther in distance, and they now formed only magnificent
boundaries to a wide plain. The roseate tints
upon the white pealts of the Suffaed Koh, a t
sunrise, were peculiarly beautiful.
Here,
while encamped upon some low, undulating
rocky hills, my servants caught a very delicate
species of small partridge, peculiar to these
elevations; the beauty of its grey-speckled
plumage, and tlie brilliancy of its eye, with
the whole contour, were very pleasing. I gave
it to an officer of the 42nd N. I., -who was a
great collector of birds.

,
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Sunday, 231.~1. From Neemlah to Futtehabad, eight miles. W e were not yet free
from our persevering enemy. The rear-goarcl
had some sharp skirmishing wilh tliein this
clay, and a man of 11. M. 41st was badly
wounded. Service at half-past four P. 31. ;
text, Luke xviii. 14-not a very good congregation. The place were we pitched mas pretty,
and the hill sceuery around splendid. ; but the
ghastly rernains of two dead men, the one
murdered, and the other appearing to hare
dropped from disease and weakness, reminded
us that we were not yet in the land of security.
24th. A march of eight miles, to Sultanpore. Poor Captain niLrenscroft, of the 3rd
Bombay light cavalry, died this morning.
Every one tholight he was recovering from
the effects of the wound received at Oba, and
his death at last mas rather sudden.
This day, about fifteen of the enemy were
kilIed by the rear-guard. They follow, with
ainazing pertinacity, wherever there is a
chance of plunder. They must also have been
lurking very near thecamp during the night, for
while we were assembled at Captain Ravenscroft's funeral, two very fine troopers of the
3rd cavalry, mllo had gone unarmed to fetch

water, about a hundred yards in advance of
the quarter guard, were murdered, the one
shot, the other cut down. They were very
imprudent in venturing even so short a distance, but being Brahmins, they objected to
the water brought by the Bheestie, as it was
carried in leathern vessels made from the hide
of the cow, which they are forbidden to use,
These painful occurrences, which happened
alrliost daily, made us ardently long for the
day when we should be fairly out of this land
of blood.
25th. March of seven miles to Jellalabad,
the scene of the gallantry and sufferings of
Sir R. Sale and his brave garrison. The fort
of Jellalabad had nothing remarkable in its
appearance. T h e walls had been almost rebuilt, and rendered very strong, by the intrepid
garrison, and the gatemay by which I entered
was very strongly retrenched, and had a n
inner drawbridge.
A mine was prepared
under each of the bastions, and several others
along the curtains, preparatory to its utter
destruction. T h e scenery around the river,
with the lines of gardens on its banks, and
snow-capt mountains on which the clouds
were frequently resting, was very beautiful;
but it has one great drawback, viz. the fre-
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quency of earthquakes. Not many days pass
without some indications of this lrind. W e
had rather a severe one 011 this day. I was
lying on a couch, and the sensation mas like
that of a barge grouuding on a sand-bank.
During the march from Kabul, we had, a t
ditierent times, received government general
orders, on the successes of the troops, and the
honours, medals, &c., designed for them; but
I was this day more highly gratified to see, by
a letter from Lord Ellenborough to the chaplains tllrougl~outthe diocese of Calcutta, that
public and solemn tbanksgivings were to be
paid to the only giver of all victory, the God
of armies.
26th. A halt. A quiet day, but a miserable
night: the sky was lowering all the evening,
and after sunset a tremendous s t o r n ~of wind
rendered it difficult to keep up the tents, and
we were almost choked with dust. This day
several camels mere lost. The camel-men,
who will not take warning, or attend to
orders, went with their* beasts to the opposite
side of the river, that they might plunder
while the camels mere feeding. They were,
of course, attacked, and some killed. Chamberlayne, who was always ready for action,
Q 5
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went out with a hundred of the shah's irregular horse, followed the enemy nearly eight
miles, recovered twenty-two camels, and killed
lline of their men. There was much firing
during the night. This day the 2nd Bengal
1.egirnent N. I., and Captain Blood's battery,
returned to our force, having been for a time
detached with General MCCaskill's brigade.
The destruction of Jellalabad by the explosion
of the mines was proceeding.
27th. Halt continued. A miserably wet
night, which, however, did not prevent a
continual blaze of firing between the enemy
and our own sentries.
28th. W e were compelled still to halt, i n
consequence of the storm of the night; the
day proved sunny, and our tents mere nearly
dried, but at night the rain came on again as
badly as ever. During the morning the grazing guard were fired upon by the enemy, and
two of Christie's sowars wounded, and one
Irilled. I saw the body of this poor fellow as
it was brought in on a pallet. This kind of
petty and detail warfarc mas most harassing.
I t had none of the excitement of action, but
every day we mere shocked by some such
spectacle or tale as this, and every night were

annoyed by a continual firing, though the
latter a t length became so colnrnon that we
scarcely noticed it.
29th. A march of five miles to Ali Boghan.
Though so short, the rear-guard was long
in conling up, on account of a reedy smainp
through which the camels were obliged to pass
singly, and in which many of them fell,
owing to their slippery footing. W e started at
two o'clock P, M. The cavalry on the rearguard, mhich was conirnanded by Major Simrnonds, R.M. 41st regiment, managed, by a
stratagem, to come to close quarters with
the plunderers, who continually hung on oor
rear. A squadron of 3rd cavalry, urider Lieutenant Graves, and a party of Christie's horse,
under Lieutenant Chamberlayue, concealed
themselves behind a ruined fort, while tlie
enemy followed up the baggage in considerable numbers, advancing into the plain under
an idea that the whole rear-guard had retired.
A t an appointed signal the cavalry charged,
and their opponents, after a slight resistance,
during which Lieutenant Graves's horse was
wounded, fled precipitately, with the loss of
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred
killed.
Sunday, 30th. Started at four a. m. for

Charek-ab, ten miles. Lieutenant Travers, of
Skinner's horse, on the rear-guard, put in
practice the device of the previous day-concealing his men-and killed nine of the enemy.
During this march we saw three poor creatures, two murdered by these savages, and
one who appeared to have died from disease.
At half-past four assembled for divine service
in TI. M. 40th mess tent. Text, 1 Sam. xv.
22.
31st. March of ten miles to Bursole, without incident.
Nov. 1st. A t six A. M. marched to Dukke,
eleven miles. F o r about two miles from Bursole, the road was widc and good ; it then became very narrow, and wound rou~ld high
roclts to the right, with a deep swamp to the
left, so that only one caulel could pass at a
time. Along the road, in many parts, mere
low hills on the right ai~cl left, with ravines,
an'ording much cover to nlarauders. I n this
way we arrived a t t h e mouth of the Khoord
IChyber, n narrow pass, with high rocks on
either side. A t its entrance lay a dead man,
who had been shot. I-Ie appeared to be a
native of the country, but, if so, it is singular
that he sllould have been all night unburied.
About half-may through this gorge was a tall
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pointed rock to the right, mith a match-tower
on the summit, which commanded both sides
of the pass. T h e road beyond this became extremely narrow; several large pieces of rock
appeared to have rolled down into it, probably
from the force of earthqnekes. T h e passage
here was nearly choked u p by the dead camels
of the preceding brigades, and the stench from
them was insufferable. From this pass we
elllerped into a beautiful and fruitful valley,
and pitched on a plain of green turf by the
broad ancl rapid river, mith Lalpoora and
other forts on t h e opposite side. W h i l e my
tent was being pitched, I strolled to the river's
brink, and enjoyed, wit 11 as much zest as I had
done when a schoolboy, a game of duck and
drake with an officer of H. M. 40th regiment, a
pleasing variety from " those vile guns."
On the following day me halted a t Duklta,
and mere joined by the 16th regiment, N. I.,
which had been attached for a time to General
Pollock's force.
On Nov. 3 r d we marched what appeared to
us an exceedingly long nine miles, to LundiKhaneh. T h e road was good and level, but
the hills on both sides strong and capable of
defence, and in many places remarkably bold
and picturesque. T h e heights were crowned
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by jussaelchees, a sort of irivegulars of the
country in British pay. Their wild appearance, perched on the heights, added much to
the effect of the landscape, and their presence
saved our troops a great deal of fatigue; but
if me had been defeated and flying, instead of
victorious, I dare say me should have found
thein among the foremost of our assailants.
W e pitched in u, narrow defile, with large
stones, very much like Ser-i-bolan, in the
Bolan Pass. On the top of the heights, to the
right, mas an old fort of great extent, which,
like all the old buildings of which no authentic
account can be given, is called Alexandei-'s
Fort.
4th. Marched from Lundi-Ichaneh to Ali
Musjid, about fourteen miles. This was undoubtedly the strongest pass I had seen. Indeed, it seeins difficult to conceive anything
stronger; and every one who has seen it, and
the country generally between it and KabuI,
will give to General Pollock that high meed of
praise to which he is most fully entitled, for
bringing his force so gallantly through such
obstacles. W e left Lundi-Ichaneh by a road
cut in the face of the rocky hills. T h e ascent
was moderate, and great labour hxd been expended in widening and strengthening vnri-
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oas parts which had given way; so that it
was really a very fine road, but narrow, and
only admitting one camel to pass at a time.
On the left were lofty and almost inaccessible
rocks, towering high over head ; on the right,
rapid, and in many places almost perpendicular descents, over which, if any unfortunate camel lost footing, he was obliged to be
rolled-there mas no alternative, for every
such impediment completely stopped the
way.
Views of wild, rocky, and n~ountainous
scenery opened from time to time : the villages
on the heights, perched almost like eagles'
nests, were exceedingly striking, and the picturesque appearance of the various arms of the
force, as me looked back and saw them winding
up the face of the hills, was most interesting ;
but it was awful to think of the effect that
might be produced upon advancing troops by
artillery on higher parts of the road. I conceive, that if these passes were in the possession
of a disciplined enemy, i t would be utterly impossible to force them. Near the ridge of the
hill, i u a nullah below the road, lay the
I<hnzee, a large brass gun from Jellalabad,
which General M'Caskill's brigade had been
unable to bring on. General Nott was also, I

believe, ordered to bring it, but possessed
no spare cattIe for the purpose. I t was finally
blown up and destroyed by a party after our
rear-guard had passcd. I was amazed that
they had been able to bring it so far, for it mas
upon a native carriage of the roughest and
rnost unwieldy constrnction, and I wondered,
since General Pollock contemplated taking it
to India, that he had not preserved one of the
carriages of the eighteen-pounders which he
destroyed at K110ol.d I<abul for this purpose ;
but, probably, he had not cattle sufficient for
R spare team when at IChoord Kabul.
W e now proceeded along a narrow road,
with high rocky hills, and terrible positions for
annoyance on both sides, during its whole
length. The road was thickly strewed with the
rnul.dered followers of the previous brigades,
fearfid objects, lying here and there, stripped
and mangled, nnd some already partially
devoured by dogs and birds of prey. Among
them were two native women, one young and
well looking. These sights from day to ,day
made one's heart ache; but I am perfectly
convinced that they mould not be half so frequent if it were not for the infatuated folly of
these poor creatures, which leads them either
to go on in advance or drop behind, as impa-

tience or indolence may influence them, with
a pertinacity which no vigilance can prevent.
IVe passed on the left a singular biiilding,
erected with great skill on the top of a n isolated hill, in form like a dome upon n large
square plinth. I t was built apparently of tlie
slaty stone of the country, in regular layers,
and in its general appearance was much like
the Tope at Muneekyala, in the Punjab, but
smaller. There was no opportunity ofsketching it ; for, as we passed close beneath, it ivas
discovered to be possessed by a stlVongparty
of rni~tchlockmen, and the light company of
11. 1\11. 41st, under Lieutenant de Blacquier,
was sent up to clear it, but recalled under the
idea that they were jussaelchees in our pay.
I t was afterwards found that they were IChyberees, whom h e would probably have intcrcepted and cut off. They did not fire, but
reserved tllemselves for the baigage and the
shades of evening.
W e advanced till the road widened into a
little plain, thickly studded with trees, bushes,
and unclerwood, with a wide gorge opening to
the left, near the village of Lnlla Beg. H e r e
the number of dead bodies was so large, many
of them bei-ng sepoys, and one recognised by
his uniform as a lnan of the 33rd N. I.,

that me mere led to suppose there had been a
skirmish, which proved but too true. The
enemy had made a rush upon them in the
dark, had killed two officers, Captain Christie
and Ensign Nicholson, and captured two
nlountain guns, of which one, and the two
carriages, mere afterwards recovered. Two
light companies were left on this spot for the
security of the baggage. A little farther on,
I met poor Mr. Nicholson, 27th regiment
N. I., who had just learned that his brother
wns one of those who had fallen, and was returning, with two troopers of the 3rd light cavalry, in search of the body. I t was found,
and I buried him a t the end of the march,
amidst the agonizing grief of his brother, and
the sympathetic sorrow of every officer present. Poor Nicholson ! After a long imprisonment and ill-treatment a t Ghuznee, to be
deprived, by a violellt death, of the brother
whom he had just mel;, and that a t the very
close cf the campaign, was indeed a dark
cloud over t h e outset of life.
I counted thirty-one bodies on the path by
which I came. Many saw more, for they
were thickly strewn on the right and left.
W e now came to a running stream, kllere the
gorge was exceedingly narrow, and almost

closed; indeed, the rocks so overhung the
pathway, that the gloom was fearful and oppressive. I t is impossible, by description, to
convey any adequate idea of it. A t length we
emerged into a valley through which ran the
river, and in which we mere to encamp. The
hills rose high and rugged to the right and
left. A t the end by which we entered was
a conical hill, on whose summit stood the
fort of Ali RiIusjid, very corninanding in po,sition, but, like many other forts in this
countl.y, itself commanded fi-om a neighbouring hill. A small lnusjid of white chunam
was just below it, beside the road. At the
other end, the valley mas almost closed by a.
projecting rocky hill, on the top of which mas
a tall, narrow, circular watch-tower. A few
canlels belonging to officers of the staff had
been fortunate enough to get forward with
those of the general, and here and there . a
solitary tent soon reared its head. One of'
these officers, Lieutenant Studdert, of the
B'ombay engineers, kindly supplied me with
breakfast, and shelter fi*om the sun. From
about eleven A. M., when we arrived, till four
P. M., no camels made their appearance. Considerable apprehensions were entertained of
some untoward event, and the 16th regiment

N. I., mas sent out at three

to reinforce
the r e a r - p a r d . Aborit five P. 31. a few camels
began to arrive; and happy I was to find
mine, with all my poor servants, safe. The
baggage-cattle continued dropping in nll night,
and allowed us but little sleep.
5th. A halt. This was indispensable; for
the renr-guard, H. 81.40th regiment, was not
in camp till 7 A. M., LIP to which time multitudesof camels had contiaued.to pour in. These
poorbeastshad been standing rinder their lo&^,
without food, fbr twenty-six hours ! Of course
multitudes fell, and many were carried off b y
the enemy. They had made an attack near
the spot in which they had previo~lslyattacked
General MLCaskill's rear-guard, but, happily,
not with the same fatal success, though they
obtained a good quantity of pluncle~.. TIYO
rnen of H. M. 40th were, however, severely
wounded by Ichyberee knives, and both died af
their wounds, though it was at first hoped
that they would recover. During the evening, a part of the fort of Ali Musjid was blown
up, and Captain Corser, commanding, irnprsdently exposing himsclf, had his leg broken
and severely lacerated by a stone thrown u p by
the explosion. T h e remainder mas destroyed
after the rear guard had passed to a safe distance
P. 31.

on tllc following morning, mid I was told that
it was done so efcctually that scarcely a vestige
remained. Heavy firing continuecl, and the
Khyberees were closely lurlring arouncl the
picliets all night.
Sunday, 6th. March from Ali Musjid to
Futtehghur. T h e Ichyberees, who appeared a
much bolder race thnn any we had previously
seeii, were collected on tlie liills in s ~ ~ cnumli
bers, that it was appreliended they meditated
an attack on the rear-guard ; nor was this apprehension unfounded. As we wound up the
mountain road which led out of tlie valley of
Ali Mus,jid, tlie firing from the various picliets
was very general, and we could see on an opposite hill a hundred or n ~ o r eIchyberees in
~ o s w s s i o nof a suiiga, froni which they maintained a rapicl fire on a picket of native infanr;i:y. Five or six men advanced skirmishing, from the main body of the picket. On
this the Ichyberees made a rush on thein from
the suhga, and they fell back on the main
body, which ttdvanced. I t was then the turn of
the Khyberees to run, ~vhichthey did precipitately, though from an inferior number, only,
however, to turn again and rally. A t this
nloinent a turn of the road hid tlle coinbatants

from our sight; another turn, and me saw a
company ascending to the support of the
picket, on which the Ichyberees fled in every
direction. The winding of the road prevented
our seeing more ; but this kind of skirmishing
went on in the rear for the whole length of the
march ; and our gallant friend Terry, of the
Bombay artillery, mas mortally wounded by a
ball in the chest. Lieutenant Chamberlayne,
of the shah's irregular horse, also received,
just 8s h e was emerging from the pass; a ball
through the leg-the sixth and most severe
mound he had sustained--and by one of the
very last shots fired during the campaign.
Our ror~tewas mountainous and narrow, but
perfectly accessible, and the road good under
foot. Proceeding, we came to a great work,
which, I doubt not, will be long remarked as
n memento of our rule in Affghanistan. A
deep rocky dell, down which the only path
had been an almost precipitous watercourse,
was now traversed on the right side by a
capital road of easy descent, cut out of the
solid rock in some places, built up i11others,
and protected from the effects of winter torrents by large under drains. The sight of
such a work of art in the midst of s u c h a sa-
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vage rcgiors was very pleasing, ancl recalled
the Irish distich on Marshal Wade's roads in
the highlands :
" If you hnd but seen these roads before they were made,
You'd have held up your hands, nnd blessed General Wade!''

-

I

Towards the end of this road we turned an
angle of the rock, and came in sight of the
wide plains of the Punjab, extending to the
horizon. At sight of this, the sepoys of the
light companies, who were in front, set up a
deafening cheer; and most fully did we all
participate in their joy. B y degrees we cleared
the hills, and came down upon the Sib fort
of Futtehghur, leaving Ju~nroodto the right.
Men were sitting by the road-side, selling
grain and sweetmeats, and, when we pitched
our camp, woinen were soon crying milk in t,he
lines. These were strange sights to us, mho
had been for months without seeing a human
being, except as an enemy. All around tended
to remind us of India; and our hearts expsnded wit11 joy and gratitude at our return to a coinparatively friendly region,
emotions only dashed by tlie thought of our
friends and the troops on rear-guard, and the
casualties that might be there taking place.
A t half-past four P, &I. my accustomed congre-
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gation assembled in the mess tent of 11. 31.
40th; and 1 endeavoured to give utterance
arld forln to our feelings of joy, and to direct
theln to a right channel, from Psalm ciii,
17, 18.
7th. W e marched seven nliles to Kwolsir,
and encamped near a ruined tope. On the
following day I was with Lieutenant Terry, a t
his recluest, and found him in a very dangerous state, and fully persuaded that his
wound was mortal. I sat a considerable time
with him, and our conversation mas such
as one desires under such solemn circnmstances. On the 9th, at about eight in the
morning, as I was preparing to g o to his tent,
a servant came with a message that he wished
to see me. 1hastened on, but was met halfnay by Dr. Baxtcr, who told me that I was
too late, tliat he had spolcen very lrindly of me,
and of the comfort he had received from my
previous visit, and had requested that I might
be sent for, but died almost with the request
on his lips. I buried him in the evening,
amidst a large attendance of officers, among
whom the universal feeling was that the service
had lost one of its most gallant, zealous, and
talented ornaments.
12th. Marched from Kwolsir round the city

'
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of Peshswur, and encamped about four il~iles
and a half on the other side. The hospitality
of General Avitabile, the governor of Pesha~vur, under the Maharajah of the Punjab,
was unbounded. I-Ie kept open house on a
magnificent scale, and every day large parties
of officers mere breakfasting, lunching, dining,
and supping in his princely mansion, where
every luxury of the table was spread in profusion. Meanwhile the force mas moving off
day by day in distinct brigades, of which
General Nott's first and second brigades
formed the rear, as indeed they had done from
Kabul.
Sunday, 13th. Preached in the morning to
the troops from Psalm cvii. 6, 7."
14th. At i~illeA. M . I breakfasted with General Avitabile. About forty guests were
present. The general, who had been oul
foi. a mol-ning drive, returned in a carriage
drawn by four mules, with a large retinue
running on foot, one of whom cal~riedan immense umbrella over his head. H e is a tall,
stout, elderly man, exceedingly affable. The
house formed one side of a large quadrangle ; on
the opposite side were sleepin, ap artments over
the gateway; the whole was surrounded by.
See Sermon 111.

n

an embattled mall with ramparts, having bastions at the corners, a i ~ da few brass guns.
T h e breakfast mas excellent, and laid in a
noble dining-room with columns, in length
about one hundred and twenty fcet, and handson~elydecorated in native style. I was sorprised to find, among the portraits and pictures in the drawing-room, a very good print
of Lord Eldon. General Avitabile kindly
supplied us with on escort to show us the
town and its curiosities. I t had not much to
exhibit. T h e streets mere wide and clean, and
the bazaars good. There mas a strong fort, or
bola hissar, into which we mere not permitted
to enter. T h e environs of the town were rendered disgusting by the numbers of gibbeted
criminab who met thc eye in every direction.
Tl~ese,with the manner and tone adopted by
the guards, led me to suppose that the general's
rule was marked 'with great severity ; but I believe he has the cllaracter of a just ruler, and
can easily concieve, what he himself states, that
without severes examples lie could not maintain his position. One singular plan I ob~ e r v e d: viz., that from the back of his house a
box like a letter-box was lowered by a chain into
the street. Above it was an inscription in the
native tongue, to the effect that whoever had
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any grievance or petition should drop it into
this box; it was drawn up at night, and the
contents submitted to the general's consideration, who kept the liey himself.

CHAPTER XI.
COKCLUSIOK.

I H A V E but little to add to my narrative.
'.
The rnilitary part of our adventures was now
orel., and the march across the Punjab has been
frequently described by authors who have had
a much more extended acquaintance with the
country, its productions, and antiquities, than
I can pretend to possess. I confess I mas rather disappointed in it, and did not perceive,
in that portion through which our route lay,
anything of that exuberant fertility which I
had heard ascribed to it.
The inhabitants are a fine athletic race, and
exhibit much substantial comfort in their
dress and villages. 2 They were remarkably
civil to us, with which probably oar nun~bers
and successes in Affgljanistau had rnucli to .
do; for I heard, both from officers who liad
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c o n ~ eup with General Pollock at the period
of our reverses in Icabul, and from those who
had previously conclucted convoys, thab their
conduct was then very different.
On the 18th of November, we crossed the
Attok by e comrr~odiousbridge of boats. The
town, of tlie same name, had a substantial wall
of solid masonry, the appearance of which
nag highly respectable, after the erections of
mud to which
had been so long accustomed.
Noveinber 26th. W e encamped near M u neekyala, and I got a sketch of the extraordinary tope, ~ ~ h i cis h fully describecl in air.
Elphinstone's work.
On the 1st of December, we arrived at
Rhotas, on the right banlr of the Icasee. The
malls of this city, IIOW in ruins, are very extensive, and consist of some of the finest
masonry I have seen. The gates are very
beautiful in an architectural point of view.
The place appeared to have suffered much,
eithei from earthquakes or tlie undermining
effects of the stream, o r perhaps from both
cornbilled ; many parts of the walls displayed
large fissures, and some bastions were thrown
down, but still retairied their form while prostrate on the ground.
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On the 2nd and 3rd of December we crossed
the Jhelum by boats, llappily without accident, and on the 8th of December crossed the
Chenab in a similar manner.
The 15th brought us to the Ravee, which
we crossed also by boat, and on the 22nd arrived on the right bank of the Sutlej, which
had been previously crossed by Sir R. Sals's
brigade, and the remainder of Major-General
Pollock's force.
I must not dismiss this portion of our route
without some notice of the manner in which
it has been misrepresented; both the march
through the passes, and thnt across the Punjnb,
have been set forth as " a flight;" as more
like the retreat of a defeated army, than the
dignified retirement of a victorious force ; ns
likely to render us contemptible in the eyes
of the Silrs, and to lower our national rcputation, &c. &c.
I cannot blame persons at a distance for
believing statements said to be made by
eye-witnesses, and those of high respectability, but must condemil the India11 newspapers
for the reckless manner in which they inserted
every idle report that came to them, however
injurious to the public service, or to private cllaI-acter ; nor can terms too strong be used

-

CONCLUSION.

367

in relwobation of those anonynious slanderers,
whose only object appeared to be to utter
calumnies against their companions in alBrns.
T h a t the march mas a rapid one will not be
dei~ied; its wisdom or necessity I am in no
may concerned to prove; that it was exceedingly harassing to he sick and wounded I am
perfectly aware; but that it mas made with
any unmilitary precipitation or confusion, or
that it led to any disorganisation of the force,
tlie conditiori and appearance of the men and
cattle who entered Ferozepore direct frorn that
march, in the sight of crowds of spectators,
without halt or refit, will abundantly disprove.
T h e truth is, that the force was infested by
some unworthy and unwearied scribblers-I
think not many, for the letters were all in
the same style of coarse vulgarity - who
poured forth a series of inventions and exaggerations such as, it is t o be hoped, no force
was ever subjected to before, or will be again.
W i t h them, a skirmish o n rear-guard was a
defeat; a rapid march was a flight ; a slight
epidemic was a kind of pestilential disease ; a
misunderstanding was an act of mutiny ; this
individual or corps was accused of cowardice,
and that atrocious crimes, with a wantonness
which none would have dared to display but
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an anonylnous and concealed detractor. I
can state confidently, with regard to that portion of the force with which I was, and I have
no doubt the same may be said with regard
to the rest, that under all the circumstances,
such a march could scarcely have been made
with greater comfort; and I can assure my
readers, that no persons could be more astonished a t these statements, than those who
were upon the spot, the officers of the force
themselves, who first became aware from the
Indian papers, that they were flying, defeated,
exhausted, diseased, and disorganised, when
they had in theil. simplicity supposed themselves to be the very reverse.
W h e n we arrived a t the right bank of t h e
river, we could perceive in the distance some
gay erections and floating pennons, which
announced tlle preparations that had been
made for the triumphal entrance of the troops,
and on the morning of the 23rd, at about
half-past eight a. x. prepared for this exhibition, though feeling little fitted to face t h e
splendours of the governor-general and his
suite, since
Our gnynesa and our gilt IPS a11 besmirched
With rainy marching in the painful field."

,

CONCLUSION.

360

However, forth we set, and in due time
arrived at a noble bridge of boats, decorated
with the colours of " the ribbon of India,"
red, yellow, and blue. A t t h e farther end me
passed under a kind of canopy of the same
colours, ornamented a t the top with flags.
On leaving this we entered a long and glittering street fornied of native cavalry, a t the heacl
of whicli were the governor-general, the con]mander-in-chief, and multitudes of aides-decamp, &c., composing their staff, in every
variety of uniform, and ladies upon enormous
elephants, with howdahs richly caparisoned ;
crimson and yellow were the prevailing colours,
the latter distinguishiilg the numerous Sili
troops who were present. H i s lordship an11
General Wott cordially saluted in passing,
but there was no halt for inore than an
instant. W h e n we a r r i v e i a t the end of
the street of cavalry, Lieutenant Nelson,
assistant -commissary -general, and myself,
turned our horses, and riding down the rear
of the cavalry, returned t o the bridge, and
saw the whole force niarch past. They certainly, both E ~ ~ r o p e a nand
s
natives, looked
most soldierly and service-like, and all the
spectators wliose sentiments we heard, seemed
struclc with their appearance. I t was really
R 5
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wonclerful that troops, many of whom had
been four years in the field, with very scanty
and irregular supplies from India, on account
of the difficulty of carriage, could have had
their clothing and accoutrements in such
order. I t is true there was many a patch, and
that not always precisely of the proper colour,
but there were no rags; and there was
throughout a noble and gallant bearing in the
men, which far more than made amends for
every deficiency in outward decoration. After
the troops had passed, I mas sorry to observe
some child-like parade with the old gates of
Soomnaut, as to which I mould merely remark,
after the full attention directed to them in
other quarters, tbat I became aware with
sincere regret, of Lord Ellenborough's line of
policy, if such it can be called, with respect to
them, conceiving it both unwise and unbecoming the representative of a christian nation,
calculated rather to excite the ridicule of reflecting natives, than to conciliate their regard,
which mas its only imaginable object, and
painfully a t variance with that devout acknowledgment of God's providence and goodness which had generally characterised his
lordship's proclamations. The measure was
the more t~ be regretted as it gave occasion

,
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to tliose who uni~easonablysoughtit, to detract
fiqorn tlie real merits of the governor-general in
the direction of the campaign, which mere
great and brilliant, and s~lchas to entitle hiin
to the lasting gratitude of his country.
W e now proceeded to the spot which hacl
been xnarked out for our camp, about four
i d e s from the river, where our weatherbeaten and travel-stained tents formed a
strange contrast to the dazzling white ancl
gaily-adorned encampments of the governorgeneral, the coinmander-in-chief, and the army
of reserve. I believe many of the ladies rode
down our lines to see and wonder a t the
miserable habitations in which men could live
when compelled by.necessity.
N o r mere the men without their comments
on the unaccustomed blaze of splendour aroui~cl
them. As an aide-de-camp of the governorgeneral was passing, resplendeut ill crimson,
gold lace, and plumes ;-" Ah Jack," said a
man of the 40tl1, " that chap has never come
through the Ichyber, that's quite evident ;" a
sufficient indication of the honourable light in
which their present inferiority of equipment
was regarded.
I n the evening, at seven P. M., General
Nott, his staff, the ofIicers conim~ridingcorps,
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and the regimental staff, sat clown to a magnificent dinner, in a still more magnificent
tent of the governor-general. These terits
exceeded anything of tlie kind which I had
previously imagined.
Their several parts
cotlld only be co~iveyed4y elephants, and indeed, the upper fly or roof of one of them,
which I believe divides down the middle for
convenience of carriage, is a heavy lqad to
one of these huge creatures. I do not know
that I can hetter convey an idea of their size,
than by stating that on this occasion above
one hundred persons sat down to dinner, not
as I have seen elsewhere, in a long, narrow,
disproportioned erection, capable of being con' tinned to any length by successive additions,
but in a well-proportioned room, with tables
round three sides, an ample area in the
middlc, and passage round the back f ~ the
r
servants. T h e vast tabernacle was splendidly
lighted and carpeted, and the whole effect was
exceedingly good. 1% lordship was most
affable and kind to all his guests, and many
complinlents were paid to General Nott, and
the officers of his force, among which the acknowledgments deservedly rendered to Major
Hibbert, and H. M. 40th, and to my friend,
Captain (now Major) White, C. B., gave me
peculiar pleasure.

\JTliile a t Ferozepore, every day was marker1
by some circumstance of rejoicing; the distribution of honours and medals, (for which
last a militant chapluin inay be pardoned the
expression of his gratification a t finding that
his o ~ v ncoat was no absolute disqualification,)
reviews, dinners, morning and evening entertuinments, follo\ved each other in quick succession; and .the enormous camp, exhibiting
miles of canvass, and containing, I believe,
40,000 troops, with probably three times the
number of followers, was a novel and interesting sight. I t is remarlcable, that with such
multitudes, not only was there a regular supply
both of food and forage but a t a moderate
rate-at least we thought it moderate after the
prices we had been accustomed to pay above
the passes.
. .
I n the midst of these festivities, however,
we were not without rejoicings of a more
solemn and satisfactory character. On the
25th December, Sunday and Christmas Day,
the European troops of the Kandahar force
were asserribled a t eight a. M. for divine service, in the centre street of the camp, whorn I
addressed from Lulce ii. 11-14;"
and spolce of'
the peace which God had graciously restored
* See S e r m ~ ~IV.
n
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to us, and the motives to thankfulrless arising
from the contrast between our situation on
this, and the last Christmas, the very time at
which the commencement of hostilities in
Kabul sent them forth under arrns from Tattall.
At half-past ten, I went to the governorgeneral's tent to assist his chaplain, the
Reverend Mr. Whiting, frorn whom I had
received much kind attention.
Here was
a good congregation, and after morning service, we administered the Holy Co~n~nunion
to about forty comniunicants, amongst whom
were the governor-general and the corn..
maiider-in-clief I was delighted to see so
large a number of yonng officers among the
recipients of the Holy Sacrament. I n the
afternoon, I had divine service as usual in the
mess-tent of 13. BI. 40th regiment, (only twicc
prevented during the campaign,) and preached
from Nehemiah viii. 10. After our weary
marches, and distracted lrind of lif'e, these
were calm and refreshing services indeed !
31st. After breakfasting with Mr. Whiting,
1 accompanied him to a private durbar, a t
which the governor-general was to receive
Dhyan Sing, the heir apparent to the
Punjab, who came, with several grandees,
amongst whoin mere Monsieur Coult, one of

,

.

CONCLUSION.

375

the French officers in the employ of the late
Maharajah, and Runjeet Sing's celebrated
falreer, to pay a visit of ceremony on the part
of the Maharajah. T h e approach of the cavalcade down the central street, the immense
size and number of the elepllants, the splendour of their howdahs ancl caparisons, the
glittering arnlour and gay pen~lons of the
troops, were highly imposing. T h e durbar tent was unfortunately too dark, and the
cortkge lost much of its brilliance from this
circumstance. The dresses of the Sik princes,
their jewels, helmets, arrnoor, &c., were most
magnificent. T h e young prince, Dhyan Sing,
a boy about ten years old, was literally loaded
with jewels, bangles, kc., till he appeared
almost to stagger in walking up the tent. I n
the midst of this grandeur, however, was a
ludicrous mixture of poverty, for when these
illustrious persons put oft' their shoes, according to oriental custom, they exhibited deplorably ragged and by no means clean stockings,
out of which their swarthy toes *re peeping.
All the Siks also spoil their appearance by
wearing ill made tight pantaloons, and, as a
native's legs are always the most defective
parts of his person, these spindles of scarlet or
yellow, as the case may be, are a poor sub-
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stitute for the wide trousers generally worn by
orientals.
Froln the clurbar me went to a grand review.
I was not able exactly to ascertain the number
of troops on the ground, but do not think I exaggerate in saying that they were above thirty
thousand. I t was a splendid spectacle, and as
the troops marched round in review, I could
not avoid pointing out to Mr. tVhiting the
honourable colours of EI. M. 40th regiment, decorated with the names of almost all our great
victories from Egypt downwards. 1: rode an
elephant for the first time : this afforded an excellent view of the whole affair,but the motion
was rolling and unpleasant, much like that of
a boat at sea. I n the evening, the3rd Bombay
light cavalry, who were to return to their omxi
Presidency, with the artillery, by land, instead
of going down the river with the infantry,
gave n farewell dinner to their old friends the
40th. While we were on our may, the rain,
which had been threatening for some days,
came down suddealy like spouts-such rain I
never experienced before. W e galloped as
hard as our horses could carry us, but it was
of no avail, we were met to the skin in
an instant, as effectually as if we had been
dragged through a pond. Arrived at the
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~ness-tent,one miserable object came in after
another, all completely drenched. D r y clothing was procured, but the rain continuing, the
tent soon began to drip, and, the flat plain on
which we were pitched possessing no facilities
for carrying off the water, the whole camp in
an hour was a kind of shallow lake ; the mess.
tent became flooded, and me sat up to our
ankles in water, After such a dinner as we
corlld get nnder the circumstances, the rain
still pouring, I got a doolie to return. I t mas
like a shower-bath, being only covered wit11
canvass. T h e bearers mere wading and staggering, and soon lost the road : they got into
the regimental bazaars, where a dismal spectacle presented itself; everything mas floating,
the little rowties projecting above the water,
and here and there a poor creature with a lantern, endeavouring to fish up his goods. The
troops in the lines having no bedsteads, mere
obliged to stand on their feet all night with
their bedding bver their shoulders. I-Iappily,
on arriving at home, I found that my careful
servants had thrown up a trench round my
tent, which preserved it, so that I had a clry
spot to stand on, but so dismal a night, as the
sequel to so gay a morn, I never remember.
On Sunday, 8th January, the day before
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leaving Ferozepore, I preached to 13. M. 40th
and 41st regiments, and the Bengal foot artillery, (the Bombay artillery having previously
n~a~.ched,)
a farewell sermon froin 2 Cor. xiii.
111" I t was a mela~~cboly
and exciting occasion, and my feelings appeared to be shared by
many around me. I felt deeply on leaving
a force with which I had passed throng11
so many and varied scenes, and earnestly
prayed that God might be with and bless
them, and that it might appear hereafter that
my ministrations had not been in vain. I n
the afternoon I met a very good congregation
in the commander-in-chief s tent, and preached
on the subject of the Epiphany.
The following day, 9tl1, presented one of the
most gratifying, and a t the same time, most
painful scenes, I have ever witnessed, an a p t
illustration of what Dryden has termed " pleasing pains and bitter sweets." Major (now
Lieutenant-Colonel EIibbert, C. B., who had
long commanded the regiment, and most deservedly possessed the respect and affectio~lof
both officers and men, was about to leave, and
with him, Captain Neil, nnd Lieutenants Seymour, Carey, and BI'Andrew. M y time had
also arrived for quitting the corps,\vith which

*
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I had been most closely associated, and
with the officers of which I had really been
as a brother and a comrade. I have before mentioned the unity of the officers of
this corps, which exceeded anything of the
kind I have seen elsewher, and the parting
mas like the separation of a private family.
At tiffin in the mess-tent but little was s!id,
for every one's heart was full. Several tried
to make speeches, but all broke down, and
the signs of feeling mere too unequivocal to be
mistakeli. B u t when me really started, the
scene was beyond description. The band had
been assembled to attend the major out of the ,
lines as a compliment to him; but this did
not appear sufficient to the men, who all
spontaneously turned out in uniform, and
followed us. F o r more than two miles, these
noble, warm-hearted fellows kept us company,
One
and " One cheer more for the major !"
cheer more for Captain Neil !"-" One cheer
more for the minister!"-and
so on, through
the whole party, resounded again and again.
W e tried to speak to them and to thank them,
but in vain, for words were choked in the utterance. Still they follo\ved us, shaking our
hands, and loading us with blessings; and
thus, amidst tears, and shouts, and benedic-

'
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tions, we took our leavc of the gallant old 40111
foot ! Never sl~allthey be without my prayers
and best wishes, to whatever part of the globe
they may go.
This was my last memorable incident. I
travelled by native boat from Perozepore to
Sulrkur, and found the Indus much as I have
described it between Sukkur and Kurachee.
On 30th January I reached Sukkur, and by
the kind invitation of Major Outram, accompanied him in the Satellite steamer to Hydrabad. Thence on the 10th February, with
Major Wade, 11. M. 13th light infantry, I
went to Tattah, and from Tattah to Kurachee,
thus narrowly missing the share of a not uninterested spectator in the defence of the
agency at IIydrabad, by my gallant friend
Major Outraln and the light company of
H. M. 22nd regiment, which took place on
the lfjth, and the battle of Rydrabad o r
Meeanee, which occurred tmo days afterwards,
both affording greater opportunities for the
display of the gallantry and steadiness of our
officers and troops than anything which i t had
been my lot to witness. Major W a d e and myself also, having travelled without escort, and
as we supposed through a friendly country,
found afterwards that we had run great risks

of being made prisoners or murdered, by the
assembling Beloochees.
February 21st. I enlbarlted in the Indus
steamer for Bombay, and on the 23rd, Major
Outram rqjoined us at the mouth of the river,
with despatclles from General Sir C. Napier,
mllom me mere right glad to melcume, safe,
and crowned with additional laurels. We anchored in Bombay FIarbour on the night of
Sunday, 26th February, 1843, after an absence
on my part of one year and ten months.
I have now but to wish my reader farewell.
I f he have felt any interest in the preceding
narrative, he may be assured that, to the best
of my knowledge a n d belief, I have recorded
nothing but simple and unexaggerated truth.
I have not hesitated t o express censure
where I thougllt it deserved, and have felt it
equally a duty to repel ~lnmeritedreproach.
I f these details serve to amuse a leisure hour;
-still more, if they be honoured to remove
misconceptions, and to set in a just light the
character, labours, and exploits of the British
a n d native soldier, to show what are his trials,
his dangers and privations, and so to awaken
sympathy in those .cvlio sit at home a t ease;
but above all, if they excite in any breast a
higher strain of gratitude to the Almighty
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Ruler of nations and Preserver of men, for
signal instances of his goodness, under circumstances of singular anxiety and peril ;-my
pains mill be abundantly repaid, and my utmost wish accomplished.

:

F I V E SERMONS
P R E A C H E D O N V A R I O U S OCCllSIONS
D U R I N G T H E Ct\>II'AIGN

IN AFPGHANISTAN,

SERMONS.
SERMON I.
P R E A C R E D AT TEIE C A M P N E A R KABUL.

D e u ~ ~ i ~ o n iv.
o n 39,
r ~ 40.
" Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart,
that the Lord he is God, in heaven nbove, nlid upon the earth
beneath, there is none else. Thou shnlt therefore keep hia
statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this
day; thnt it may go well with thee, and with thy children
nfter thee, rind thnt thou mayeat prolong thy clay8 upon the
earth, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, for ever."

WHENIsrael came out of Egypt, and the
sons of Jacob from amongst a strange people,
after they had passed through the great and
terrible wilderness where were fiery serpents
and drought, and had been fed by manna
which they knew not neither did their fathers
know, when every danger was surmounted,
and they stood in full viem of tliat good land
S

which the Lord God had sworn unto their
fathers to give them, the words of my text
were spoken, and formed part of the farewell
address which Moses, the man of God, delivered to them, standing on the verge of t h e
heavenly Canaan, and beholding with the eye
of faith its coming glories.
The age of' miracles, it is true, has passed ;
we have not been fed with food from heaven,
nor guided by a pillar of fire and of cloi~d;
but is there nothing in our circuulstances,
my hi.etl~ren,which being known and considered in our hearts this day, must compeI us
to aclrnowleclge that the Lord is God, in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath, there
is none else? Compel, did I say ?-the judgments and the wrath of God might have cornyelled the acknowledgment of his irresistible
power; but is there nothing to call forth our
heartfelt plqaises of his merciful power; no:
thing which should bind us t o keep his statutes and his commandments, to devote our
future lives to hi111 as a grateful thank-offering
for his goodness? Every heart, I am persuaded, will confess that there is much, and
let us join our supplications to the throne of
grace, for the aid of the I-Ioly Spirit, that our
gratitude may not spend itself in mere words,

but t h a t from us to whom the Lord has given
much, " he may receive the more." I t is
our privilege this day to look back upon a
course which has but f b v parallels in history.
T h e first expedition through this country had
been conductecl with so n ~ c c hease and facility,
that all was rejoiciug and collgrat~llation; all
seemed peaceful and quiet ; so peaceful that
the utmost security had lulled us asleep;
when suddenly the brightness mas overshadomed by a clond so deep and lowering, the
calm mas broken by a thunder-bolt so instant
and overwhelming, that our Indian empire
seemed to rock to its founclations-our foes
exultingly exclaimed that the sun of Eiigland's glory in the East was set, - and
among our rulers the~nselvesall seemed clismay, and doubt, and uncertainty. I n the
midst of this gloom, a little band, little for
the objects it had in view, cutting off all
basis of operations, renouncing all hope of
retreat, not permitting itself to contemplate
reverse, carrying with it its owl) supplies, has
marched nearly four hundred miles through
the very centre of the 1i~tir.l in which our
conntryinen's blood had flowed like water,
effected a juliction with a larger force, and
nonVstands victorious almost in view of the
B 2

sile of that most awful catastrophe-to prove
to the world that the sun of England's glory
has not set, that the oak may have been riven
and scathed by the storm, bnt its root is unshaken, and it has vigour to sprout again.
And now, brethren, to whom shall me ascribe
so great tr blessing? Sliall we say, " My
power, and the might of mine hand hath
gotten lne this advantage? Shall we ascribe
it to the bravery of our troops, or the excellence of our arms, or our discipline ? These are
instruments, it is true, but who is it that has
so lessened the difficulties up011 which we
justly calculated? W h o was it that caused
our foes to fly, so that the bravery of our
troops was scarcely put to a proof worthy of
them? Who, that by his providence, so
watched over us, that the expedition has been
made with a n expenditure of human life far
beneath all probable: calculation ? Let every
due praise be given to man as the subordinate,
for his exertiond, but let the heart of every
one ascribe the success of those exertions, to
H i m to whom alone it is due, and exclaim,
Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto
thy name be the glory, for thy loving mercy
and for thy truth's sake."
T h e object of Moses, in his address to the

Israelites, is (1,) to extol the mercy and loving kindness of God, by setting forth his gracious dealings to them, in the privileges he had
granted them as a nation, for lie says, " T h e
I m d your God, which goeth before you, he
shall fight for you, according to all that he
did for you in Egypt before your eyes, and in
tlie wilderness, where thou hast seen how that
the Lord thy God bare thee, as a man doth
bear his son, in all the way that ye went,
until ye came to this place." (Deut. i. 30, 31.)
And in another place, F o r what nation is
there so great, who hnth God so nigh unto
them, as the Lord our God is, in all things
that we call upon him for? And what nation is so giveat that hath stntrites and judgments so righteous, as all this law which I set
before you this day?" (Deut. iv. 7, 8.) And
inay we not urge the same claims of gratitude for similar mercies upon Britain i n d its
subjects? W h o can look upon the small
space occupied by our native islands on tlie
face of the globe, and tlleil turn his gaze to
the vast extent of our foreign possessions, upon
which it is literally true that the sun never
sets, and not confess that the Lord our God
must have gone before us signally and specially, or such an extent of doininioii could

never have been acquired or mtrintained?
And what nation is there that hath statutes
alld judgments so righteous, based a s they
are upon the pure principles of the gospel,
securing peace a t home to the whole realm,
and to every m a n the quiet possession of his
o w n ? W e have seen the distracted state of
these wretched lands, where every house must
be a fort, and every man go forth armed t o
his daily toil. W e have seen smiling valleys
desolated, and dwellings wrapped in flames.
Now turn and view tlie contrast furnished by
our blessed native l a n d ; where, through t h e
length ancl breadth of it, there is scarcely a
fort, except some old and mouldering ruin,
which stands as a monument to remind us of
our present mercies, by the recollection t h a t
i t was not always so; where t h e bearing of
a r u ~ sis so unnecessary that i t is ordinarily
disused; and who malreth the difference
but that good and gracious God, who h a t h
give11 us statutes and judgments so righteous,
and whose providence inaintains them, a s a
terror to evil doers, aiid for the praise of them
that do well? And when we g o a step further, and look froin the statutes and judg~ l i e l ~of
t s civil law, to those of' pure and undefiled religion, in which it is our privilige to

be trtined from infancy ; the knowledge of the
Saviour who died for our redemption, who
rose again for our justification, and ever liveth
to make intercession for us; surely me n~ilst
gratefully confess that tho Lord hath done
great things for us, whereof we o ~ ~ gtoh trejoice,
that he hath exalted us in privileges above
the nations of the earth, and hat11 given LIS
abundant blessings. The confession is generally and readily macle with the lip, but, alas!
it is to be feared thirt the feeling of the heart
is far more frequently that of pride than of
gratitude in the colitemplation of our national
prosperity. So also it was with the Jews.
And (2,) the object of Moses, in the second
place, is to check and suppress this unhallowed
feeling, by representing the sovereignty of
God in the choice of them, though a stiEnecked people, and the chastisements w i t h
which he had been compelled to visit them.
" Speak not in thine l~eart,saying, For my
righteousness the Lord hath brought me in to
possess this land: but for the wickedness of
these nations the Lord dot11 drive them out
from before thee. Not for thy righteousness,
or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost
thou go to possess their land: but for the
wickedness of these nations, the Lord doth

drive them out from before thee, that he may
perform the word which he sware unto thy
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth
thee not this good land to possess it for thy
righteousness; for thou art a stiff-necked
people." (Deuteronomy ix. 4, 5, 6.) Again,
Beware-lest
thine heart be lifted up, and
thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought
thee forth out of the land of Egypt from the
house of bondage ;and thou say in thine heart,
M y power and the might of mine hand hath
gotken me this wealth." (Deut, viii. 11, 12,
17.) " And thou shalt remember all the, way
that the Lord thy God led thee, these forty
years in the wilderness, to humble thee, arid
to prove thee, and to know what is in thine
heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments or no. And he humbled thee, and
snffered thee to hanger, and fed thee with
manna, which thou ltnewest not, neither did
thy fathers know; that he might make thee
know that man doth not live by bread only,
but by every word that proceedeth out of t h e
mouth of the Lord dot11 man live.-Thou shalt
also consider in thine heart, that as a man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord God chasteneth
thee." ( D e ~ tviii.
. 2, 3, 5.)
LL

,

Now is there not much in all these passages
that is strikingly applicable to us as a nation,
and calculatecl for our warning and instruction? H a v e we not also been a stiff-necked
~ e o p l e ? Cau any .one connect the two facts
that God lias blessed out land .with probably
a larger acquaintance witli the gospel than is
possessed by :my other nation of the n~oslcl,
and then gifted us wit.11 a domiriion upon which
the sun is ever shining in his whole progress
rouncl t l ~ eglobe, witliout coming to the almost
obvious coiiclusion, tliat lie must have intended us as main inst,ruments for the propagation of his truth? B u t has tliis been ;L inain
object with u s ? Alas! no. By individual
and private efforts, 1 rejoice to think that
much has been done; but as a nation, and by
legislative acts, almost nothing: nay, there
have been repeated instances i n which we
have plainly preferred our dominion to our
religion, and have s~~ppsessed
the exhibition
of the rites of our fititli, and discouraged the
propagation of its principles, for fear of sllaki n g our euthoi.ity, a s if the God who gave,
were unable to upl~oldit. And, to come from
the nation to individnals-has the erainple of
pi.ofesued Clll*istians io India been beneficial
to the llekthen, to any such extent as might
s6

reasonably have been expected? Have not
the heathen freclueiitly been dl-iven to the conclusion that their Christian rulers had no religion a t all, because they could pel-ceive no
outward signs of i t ? And have not the
violence, and swearing, and drunkenness, and
uncleanness of Christians so called, lowered
the standard of morals of the very heathen
around the stations where they dwelt?
M y brethren, I apprehend these are things
which cannot be denied. And, O! how sl~ould
they check every feeling of pride, anrl cai9ry
home to every man's heart the sorrowful conviction, that we have, indeed, been a stiffnecked people, that not for our righteoosness,
but of God's mere mercy and kindness, he hat11
given us this doruinion. B u t has this conviction of our own unworthiness, and of tlie esceeding mercy and forbearance of God, been
so general as to check tlie feeling of pride
and self-exultation, and to induce us to give
to God t h e h o n o ~ due
~ r unto him ? Has there
been no disposition among us to say, " Our
power and the might of our hand hat11 given
us this wealth 1 Alas! for the answer that
must be given to these questions!
I n t h e former expedition, though the hand
of God was most evident throughout its whole

,
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course, while Inan was exalted, God was forgotten. Titles, honours, and praises, were
lavished upon instruments, and not undeservedly-but where were the public acknowledgments, where were the praises, where the
honour, which should have been given to the
God of armies, to whom they were infinitely
Inore due?
And have we not been hurnbled ?
Alas ! brethren, how have those instruments, those troops in whom we vainly boasted,
been dashed to the ground ! Are we not even
now almost in view of the spot that was reddened with their blood, and where still their
mouldering ashes lie unburied ? Have not our
eyes filled with tears on reading the melancholy record of the tortures and sufferings of
our countrymen, iuscribed on the walls of their
p r i s o n - l ~ o u s e ? ~I s not our joy, even now,
damped by the remembrance that brothers,
and husbands, and wives, and friends, are still
in the power of our savage enemies? Ancl
can any man hide from himself the conviction
that this is the fruit of that pride which, persisted in, goeth before destruction, and that
haughty spirit which is before a fall; that all
these things have befhllen us " to humble us,

*
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and to prove us, and to show what mas in o u r
hearts?" T h e great mercies granted to us in
our late success are, I trust, evidences that the
Almighty is dealing with us as children, ancl
not as foes-that he has in view our repentance,
ancl not onr destruction-that as a father chasteneth his son, so the Lord is chastening us.
May we, by his grace, hear the rod and who
hath appointed it. God grant that there may
be no more boasting now-no more exulting
in an arm of flesh,-that while every praise is
given to the valour of our troops, (and far, far
be it from me to depreciate that valour, which
no one can more admi~-c,)the supreme honour
may be given to God alone; that h e may
be acknowledged as God in the heaven above,
and upon the earth beneath, as the God who
teacheth our hands to war and our f i ~ g e r sto
fight, who puts fear into the hearts of our enemies, and causes them to fly before us: for
surely, upon a consideration of all the circumstances, the conviction of every heart should
be that of David, If the Lord himself had
not been on our side,-if
the Lord himself
had not been on our side, when men rose up
against us, they had s~vallowedus u p quick,
when they mere so wrathfully displeased at
us." And therefore, (again in the words of

.

the l~olyPsal~nistonce already quoted,) I' Not
unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy
name be the glory, for thy loving mercy, and
for thy truth's salre."
This thnnlrful acltnomleclg~nentbrings us to
(3) tlie third object which 31oses had in view
in his acldress to the cllildl~enof Israel, viz. to
exhort to the course of conduct dictated by a
sincere feeling of lively gratitude. " Thou
shalt, thcrcfore, keep his statutes and his commandments, which I colnmancl thee this day,
t,hat it may go well wit11 thee, ancl with thy
children after tliee, and that thou mayest prolong t,hy days upon the earth, in the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, for ever."
This course of' holy obedience beconles us,
first, from the remembrance of the past mercy
of God. Not only liave we to rejoice on public grounds that God has been pleased to bless
us as the instrnnlents ofrestoring the honour of
our country, that me have seen her venerated
flag flying once again on the very towers
mhcnce i t had been torn down ancl dishonoured, that some of tlie prisoners and captives, our feHow-country men ancl fellow-subjects, have been restored to liberty," that a
* Tlic whole, with the e:tceplion of Captain Bygrave, rcturned on the 21st of September.
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riope is held out of a termination of this unhappy struggle, under cil.cumstances of credit
and national advantage which a few months
since could scarcely have been hoped for by the
most sanguine; but me have also strong grounds
for gratitude of a private and individual nature.
All of us have been more or less exposed to
danger and to death ; some have to acknowledge very narrow and merciful escapes in;
deed. Upon all these grounds, therefore, the
exhortation of the text comes home to every
one of as, to lreep the statutes and commandments of him who hath done so great thi'ngs
for us. " And this," s a p St. John, " is his
commandment, that we should believe on the
nanle of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one
another, us he gave us commandment." (1
John iii. 23.) Seek, then, as the first and most
important of all things, a true and lively faith in
Je:ius Christ, as the Son of God, the Saviour
of the world, and then pray, and watch, and
strive, that you may illcrease and abouxld
more and more in that love towards God,
and goocl will towards mall, of which true
faith is the unfailing root. Remember that
whenever God afflicts a nation, it is for the
accumulated sins of its individual subjects.
Imagine not that you shift off your portion of

*
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tlie guilt by throwing blame upon your r~ilers,
and pointing out wherein they have erred.
Rulers are but instrilnlents in the hand of
God, and if the sins of the people provoke him
to anger, lie is able to confound the wisdom of
the wisest, and to bring to nought the counsel
of the most prudent. Your duty is not discharged, nor have you learned the lesson
which national calamities, or national mercies,
are designed to teach you, unless you examine
your own hearts, bewdil and larlient your own
sins, seek from the hand of God, through
Jesus Christ, a new lieart and a right spirit,
and strive in every good word slid work t o
do his will.
Oh! what an acceptable offering mould it
be to our heavenly Father-how ~vooldit promote his glory, and cause the light of his gospel to shine on those that sit in darkness, if
Christians in name woulcl but live as Christians
in deed; if those oaths, that excess and uncleanness, which abound a~nongstus, mere exchanged for a conversation and conduct becoining the gospel of pence ; if that neglect ot
the public and private ordinances of religion,
which nialres the heathen conclude so naturally that Christians themselves despise the
Cliristianity which they profess, were to give

place to SLICII feelings as tilose of David," I was glad mhen they said unto me, Let us
go unto the house of the Lord,"-"
0 how
I love thy law, all the day long is m y study
in it."-"
Seven times a day will I praise
thee, because of thy righteous judgments.
Every individual Christian would then be;
amongst unbelievers, as an epistle of Christ
lcnoxvn and read of all men; ancl that dreadful stumbling-block to the progress of t h e
religion of Christ noolcl be removed, of seeirig
its principles perpetually belied by,almost the
only parties from whom any notion of them
can be formed.
Moses exhorted the Jews to obedience to
the -statutes and comlnandments which God
gave them by hirn, under the promise that
they should prolong their days upon the earth,
which the Lord their God gave them ; But it
is my privilege, under the gospel dispensation,
to l~oldout to you far brighter and more glorious hopes, even that you lnay enjoy a blessed
existence in heaven for ever, when days, and
months, ancl years, shall have ceased. T e m poral deliverances and mercies are great indeed and glorious, but they sink into nothing
when compared wit11 the glory of that better
la.nd, wherein dmelleth righteousness, where
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are no painful journeyings, no harassing foes,
no sin, no death. T h e same God who has
given the one Ilas offered to bestow the other.
I I e has given you the lesser blessings as a
type and emblem of the greater. Only fight
manfiiHy against sin, the world, and the devil,
as you have valiantly fought against earthly
foes, and he that overcoineth shall be crowned
wit11 i~llmortalhonour in the temple of our
God, and shall go no niore out.
And now, lny brethren, be strong in the
Lord, and in tlle powel* of his mig-ht. You
have not; yet indeed arrived at the end of your
undertnlring: there may be dangers yet to
encounter, and difficulties to sarmount ; but
thus far you may raise your memorial with
thankfulness, and say, " Hitherto the Lord
hath helped us," ancl believe with clieerful
confidence, that h e who hath delivered will
yet deliver. Go on, then, in tlie power of
his might, not boasting in yourselves, but
trusting in Ili~u. Let not Satan persuade you
that an humble trust in God is any sign of the
want of that inanly courage and spirit wliich are
the characteristics of R good soldier ; for what
were the words wit11 which one of the greatest
warriors on record nrent into combat 1-" T h e
battle is the Lord's, and he mill deliver you
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into our hands." May he, of his goodness,
crown your efforts with victory ; may lie give us
all in peace and security to rejoice in his goodness ; and finally, when our last enemy is vanquished, bring us unto that land of perfect
peace, where with angels and archangels, and
all the company of heaven, we sliall laud and
magnify his holy name.
Sept. 18th and 25tl, 1 8 4 1
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SERMON 11.
THE CAPTIVES DELIVERED.

PSALAI
cvii. 1 , 2.

'' 0 give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious, and his
mercy er~durethfor ever. Let them ~ i v ethanks whom the
Lord h J h redeemed nr~d delivered fronl the hand of the
enemy."

THEanimating Psalm, of which our text is
the commencement, mas suggested by the return of the Jews to their own land from their
captivity in Babylon. Their city hod been
utterly destroyed, their holy and beautiful
house where their fathers worshipped laid in
ruins, their name appeared to be obliterated
rom among the nations of the earth, and but; a
feeble remnant, in a, far distant land, sat down
ancl wept by the waters of Babylon, while
they thought on their ruined Zion, and hanged
their harps upoil the willows, meet emblems of
the mourners weighed down by grief, tvho

bowed their heads beneath their shade. W l ~ e n ,
therefore, this state of clestitution was suddenly changed-when,
under the sanction of
Cyrus, the scattered remnants were gathercd
and restored to their beloved Jerusalem, under
a recognized leader armed with full powers to
raise again their ruined state-can we wonder that they scarcely credited such blessedness, that they looked back upon it and exclaimed, " W h e n the Lord turned again the
captivity of Judah, then were we like those
that dream, then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done great things for
them ?"-can
we wonder at their exulting
psalm of praise: " 0 give thanks unto the
Lord, for he is gracious, for his mercy endoreth for ever. Let them give thanks whom
the Lord hath redeemed, and delivered from
the hand of the enemy?"
I am persuaded that there is m u c l ~in the
history of the deliverance of the Israelites
which must awaken similar feelings of gratitude and exultation in the bosorlls of t4hosebefore me ; and although I have already alluded,
in a public discourse, to the woilderful deliverance of our own fiiends and fellow-countrymen, yet as there are many nowr present who
were not the11 with us, the subject seems far too

important, far too happy, to be hastily dismissed, without my endeavouring to improve
it; by rivetting on your minds the feelings of
gratitude and devotion which it is so calculated
to call forth. Surely, brethren, there must
still be seasons mhen those who have been delivered from the hand of the enemy must
seem like unto those that dream. How hopeless, but a few short weeks ago, appeared their
conclition ! The destruction of the force to
\vllicll they beloirged, how fearful mere its circumstances, how complete and overwhelming
its extent! I-Iow unliltely did it seem to us all,
that an eneniy who had with such persevering
and rallcorous hatred followed u p our unhappy
troops, not-content even to let famine and. the
elements do their work-who
had followed
till but one remained to tell the tale-would
have shown any compassion to the feeble remnant who111 he held so helpless in his grasp!
how far more unliliely that he should have
preserved tl~em, sheltered them, and placed
them in comparative comfort ! Surely here
was an instance of the mercy of God second
only to that exhibited in the case of Daniel,
when he sent his angel and shut the lions'
mouths ; for not less bloocl-thirsty than lions
have these enemies generally exhibited thcm5
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selves towards the unhappy victims who have
fallen into their power. And still, though preserved from the first burst of savage violence,
how hopeless, as to final deliverance, did their
position appear! In the very midst of a wild
and difficult country, with one still more savage and impenetrable behind, it seenled as if
even the march of a powerful army, which
should succeed in punishing our enemies, could
only tend to rivet the fetters more firmly on
our friends, by hurrying them to regions yet
Inore remote from our influence. And to t h e
captives themselves, as week after week and
month after month wore away, with still no
tidings of advancing friends, or only of an
advance that was the signal for their relnoval
to a greater distance, well can we imagine the
inroads of hope deferred which mnlreth the
heart sick, tlie sad, the agonizing recollection
of parents, husbands, friends, apparently never
again to be beheld. Yet, when the danger mas
most imminent, the Lord-for
surely all will
acknowledge it could be none but He-brouglrt
deliverance. EIe who holdeth the hearts of
all men in his hands caused even the deceit
and faitl~lcssnessof nlan to work for their restoration. One who by his treachery had
aided in the work of destruction, by a similar

act of treason to his new master became the
instrument of their rescue; thus exemplifying that the deceit and treachery, as well as
the wrath, of man, may be overruled to the
glory of God, and the remainder of it he can
restrain.
I n looking back on such a tissue of wondrous changes, more like a fevered dream tll'an
the realities of ordinary life, have me not all
-not
only those delivered, .but those who
rejoice in their deliverance-reason to exclaim,
" 0 give thanlts unto t h e Lord, for he is gracious, for his mercy endureth for ever !" And
may not repeat-especially to those who llavc
been led through this succession of perils, and
restored once again to t h e embraces of friends,
to the comforts of civilized life, to the. PI ivileges and consolations of pure and unde! led
religion-the words of the Psalmist, which to
their case have a literal application, " Let thrm
give thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed,
and delivered from the hand of the enemy.''
B u t how are these thanlts to be expressed ?
I can iniagine no 'instructed Christian so apathetic, no one so forgetful, as not, in the first
gush of grateful feeling, to render thanks to the
Giver of all his mercies. I doubt not but that
the feeling has been universal, that it is strong
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in the bosoms of all. B u t is this sufficient? shall
we stop here, and not render some more pelsnlanent tribute of praise to him who hath
done so great things for us? Alas! my brethren, such is the short-lived duration of mere.
natural feeling, that the strongest emotions,
whether of grief or joy, of wrath or gratitude,
are but for a season ; as that which called
them forth becomes rnore distant, and objects of'
nearer interest intervene, so they vanish away :
-surely the lives thus spared, the deliverance
thus vouchsafed, .were given-that
life, and
time, and talents, might be devoted more
earnestly to his service, whose they were from
the beginning, but who has acquired, as it
were, a double right, to that which Iie gave a t
first, and then, from apparently hopeless deprivation, restored. Let US, then, tnrn our
serious attention to the words of the text, and
see if from it some considerl~tionsmay not be
obtained which may direct our grateful feelings into a high, and holy, and permanent
channel.
T h e Scriptures in many places, and more
especially the Psalms of David: while extolling
t h e mercies of God in a temporal gift or deliverance, frequently make use of it to direct
the eye of the devout reader to subjects of a

spiritunl nature, of which the temporal occurrence may be considered emblematical.
Thus I conceive it is in the passage before us,
and that vhile the deliverance from Babylon
is the first, literal, and most obvious theme of
praise, it is intended to remind us of still
greater and more enduring mercies ; of a redemption from morehopeless bondage than that
of Babylon, and a more inveterate foe t l ~ a nthe
Cl~aldeans. W e are fully justified in taking
the passage in this sense, fi-om the esp~.ession,
" his mercy endureth for mcr," which cannot
be said of mercies and favours relating to
the body, which, however great, are hut f o ~
a time.
The Word of God represents the whole
race of mankind as by nature under a far
more terrible bondage than that from which
you have recently so mercifully escaped, and
with far more fearful prospects for the future. Ever since the transgression of our first
parents, whereby sin entered into the world,
and death by sin, every man has been born
with a natural tendency to evil which is
called by Sf,. Pa111 " the bondage of cor~*uption," and is under the power of " the god of
this world," Satan, " the power that now
ruleth in the children of disobedience ;" all
T
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are the children of wrath," under the wrath
of God, who is '' angry with the wicked every
day ;" and to all, continuing in this state, there
rernainetll only EL " fearful looking for ofjudgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries." W h a t a fearful bondage ! what an awful prospect! Yet such is
literally the natural state of every man born
into the world; and if any one should doubt
the testimony of Scripture as to the naturally
evil disposition of man, and his bondage to
sin, let him look a t the black. catalogue of crime
which the history of every nation in every age
of the world presents. Nay, let him restrict
his view, if he will, to any single instanoe,
-let him match a n infant as it grows up, and
as reason acquires sway, and see to. what
courses its natural inclination mill prompt i t :
whether, if not carefully watched and kept
down by parental authority, unbridled passion,
and selfishness, and deceit, and lying, and
overbearing insolence, will not soon give fearful proof of the bondage of corruption. Alas !
it is too true that the world lieth in wickedness, that mail by nature is in bondage to
Satan, his inexorable foe, and that after this
short life, there remaineth nothing before him
but the blackness of darkness for ever. A n d
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its orst st feature is that rnnnkincl are so insensible of this bondage ? You could not liave
conceived, in your late circumstnnces, of any
one, except an unconscious infant, who did not
know that he was prisoner, or who did not sigh
for cleliverance,-why
is it otherwise with regard to the spiritual bonclage? I t is because
the prince of this world hatli blinded the eyes
of t.hose who believe not; they have always been
under tliis bondage; they have no conception
of n llappier and a higher state. T o a man born
blincl you might; discourse with the utmost
elocluence on the joys and pleasures of seeing,
but i~nlesshis eyes mere openecl he could not
relish or appreciate, o r even understand, what
you said ; so also, unless the eyes of tlle soul
of the natural lnan are opened by tlie power
of God, lle will continue, in spite of exhortation, enamoured with his prison house, till it
transmits him to utter destruction. How melancholy, then, is the state of man ! I-Ie is in
utter, and, as far as his own eeorts are concerned, hopeless bondage. T l ~ eimplacable
foe who holds hinl in subjection has the power
of fascinating him, so that lie is in love with
his chains ; his period of existence is short a t
the utmost, and utterly uncertain ; the end is
cternal destruction.
I*2
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B u t is there no may of deliverance from
this fearful state ? Yes, blessed be God ! he
hat11 ~ r o v i d e da Redeemer, he hath opened a
way of deliverance from the hand of the
enemy. God so loved the world that he gave
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believetll in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 0 how vast and inestimable was
tlie price of tliis redenlption! " All that a
man hat11 mill he give for his life," for his
temporal existence; but " what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?" Yet the
Lord Jesus Christ paid a price even for it.
While we were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly : for scarcely
for a righteous man will one die, yet God corn~nendethhis love towards us in that while me
were yet sinners Cl~ristdied for us." Nor does
his unfathomable love rest even here. I have
already shown that man is so blinded and fascinated by Satan, that even when this great
salvation has been wrought, when the kingdom of heaven is opened to all believers, of
hiniself he would not believe, lie mould alvays
I'
make excuse," 11ewould unthankfully refuse
t o come; but to obviate every difficulty, God
the Holy Spirit undertakes to open the blind
eyes, to unstop the deaf ears, of Satan's infa-
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tuated bondsmen, that they inay have power to
behold not only the things which arc seen and
temporal, but the things which are unseen and
eternal ; ancl this gracious ;usistance is freely
bestowed upon every one who sincerely seelis
it. " I f ye, being evil, Irnow how to give good
gifts unto your children, ho\v n~richmore sliall
your heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit
unto them that ask him?"
Now, brethren, I beseech you, put the cluestion solemnly, seriously to your own hearts.
I-Iave I accepted this great salvation, which
is to he obtaiued without money and without
price; which cost the Son of God no less a sacrifice than liis own most prcciolrs bloocl, but
wbich he fi-eely offers to our whole race, " that
all Inen everywhere lnay be saved?" If conscience testifies that you have hitherto neglected and forgotten these borlnteous off'ers of
a greater deliverance than any that can happen to the body, here is your first and fittest
tribute of love and gratitude, without which
all professions will be empty and wortliless.
c G If ye love rue keep my cornmandme~its,"is
the testimony of God himself as to what he
requires. " And this," says St. John, " is
his commandment that ye believe on the Lord
Jcsus Christ, whom he hat11 sent." Bless the
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Lord, with clevont thanksgiving, tliat h e did
not sufTer you to be cut off by the sworcl of
the enemy, while in a state of rebellion against
him, and despising his offers of mercy. Embrace wit11 all your heart'that salvation which is .
bestowed thl.oug.11 his blessed Son, and resolve,
by his grace, that the remainder of your days
shall be conscientiously devoted to llis service.
I3ow vain, how fruitless, how hypocritical,
must it be to ofler expressioils of gratitude for
temporal deliverance from those who can but
kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do, while you feel no gratitude for,
nay, will not even accept of deliverance from
that tyrant, whose object it is to pl~llige
both body and soul into hell. W h a t would
you have thought of one of your fellow prisoners, who when the door of deliverance and
safety was wide open before him, should have
preferred a life of bondage, in the society of
barbarians, estranged horn all the charnls of
social and civilized intercourse, to returniug
to the bosom of liis family, the circle of his
friends, the converse of his fellow countrymen? Y e t what would be his infatuation,
when compa~.edto that of the person who turns
his back upon endless joy and happiness, and
deliberately prefers the pleasnres of sin, which

are bul; for a season, and end in unchangeable
misery. Of what worth can be your professions
of gratitucle, in the sigl~tof God, when you
continue in the ranks of his enemierl, and follow pursuits utterly inco~npatible with his
worship and glory? Let me, brethren, earnestly impress it upon all your hearts, that
yo11 can present no acceptable tlianksgiving
to the Lord your God, till you have given him
up your Iteart-till you have shown your sense
of his highest and greatest mcrcies, by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, and determ i n i ~ ~under
g
his banner to fight against the
morld, the flesh, and the devil. But to those
who have accepted the greater delivera~ice
from the bondage of sill, who have the testiniony of conscience in favour of the humble
hope, that they are siiicere followers of the
Lol.d Jesus Christ, what a motive do the
recent mercies of the Lord, i11 their deliverance from the hand of the enemy, present for more entire devotedness to him.
We all need to be continually stirred up
to a more vigorous porsnit of the path that
leadeth unto life. This present world, with
its cares, its vanities, and its pleasures, has a
vast hold npon the hearts even of tl~oscwl~o
are in the main endeavouring to live ttbove it.

Amidst its various enticements, 0 how apt
is the love of Christ to grow cold in our bosoms, to how many of us might the charge
brought against the Laodicean church, be applied, " I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot. I would thou wert
either cold or hot ;" implying that even utter
carelessness is preferable to this pretended
appreciation, but really disregard of the grace
and mercy of God. Now what can stir us up
to renewed zeal, what call fan the dying flame
of our affection, if such mercies as those recently experienced, fail to do i t ? I speak
not only of those delivered from bondage, but
of all who have sympathized in their perils,
and rejoiced in their most providential deliverance, " The Lord l ~ a t hdone great things
for us." H e hat11 turned our mourning into
gladness; and how can we praise hirn so acceptably as by giving thanks unto him for his
heavenly grace, and for his mercy which endureth for ever.
Especially the subjects of his providential
care, 0 let this be to us all as a new starting
point from wliich to set out afresh for heaven.
To you who have escaped an apparently hopeless captivity, it is almost like the comrnencement of a new life. Let it be a life of more

devoted love to Christ, of renunciation of the
wol,ld, its pomps and vanities, of earnest zeal
and exertion for the promotion of the glory of
hiin who hath so distinguished you. Abound
more in devout and secret prayer for the
strengthening grnce of God, which alone can
enable you to act up to the reaolutions vhich
I hope and trust you have all made. Yo11
a r e soon to retui-11 again, if God mill, to the
stations, the acquaintance, the intercourse
and pursuits, from which you have long
been estranged. 0 be watchful! be prayerful ! for your adversary the devil, goeth about
as a roaring lion; temptations will assail
you on every side; and resolutions made in
the hour of affliction, will be fearfully endangered in the midst of the enticements of pleasure. God enable you to be stedfast, imnioveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord.
What a loud call have the circumstances
been to parents, to mothers especially, whose
ctlildren have been so wonderfully preserved,
and some of thein restored, when for a season
separated from their parents by the enemy!
Shall these children, thus providentially rescued from temporal bondage, be 'delivered
over to the far worse bondage of the world,
T 5
~

-
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the devil, and the flesh, for want of parental
instruction, parental example,parental prayers?
Here is a noble opportunity of testifying your
gratitude-Dedicate their spared lives devoutly
to the service of him mho has preserved them.
All are of tender age : some but just enlisted
into the ranks of the christian army by the sacralnent of holy baptism. Let no effort on
your part be wanting, let pfayer continually
ascei~dto the throne of grace, that they rnay
all be Christians indeed, introduced into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. I f
they are (as a noble lady in ancient story declared of her children) your jewels, 0 seek
that they may be numbered among those precious and living stones which sh-a11 be set in
the temple of your God, and shine 'like stars
. .
for ever and ever!
And, lastly, if you have appreciated the great
redemption wrought for you by Jesus Christ
from the graspof tbe great enemy of mankind,
make it a proof of your gratitude to spread
the glad tidings of it among all the nations of
the earth. We have .all seen the merciless
and savage cr&lty, the: unblnshi.ng treachery,
the vices not to be named, which prevail
among the votaries of a false religion, in
which the pure, and peaceable doctrines of the

gospel are unkiiown. Let tlie persoiial experience of tliese horrors be an additional motive
for aiding by your prayers, and your contributions, every etiort to diffuse among them
the light of life. Despise not, nor unkii~dly
depreciate, (as, alas! is too often done, even
by tliose mho should lrno\v better,) the huillble
efforts which are making for this purpose. They
inay not appear to you to be crowned with
that measure of success which you would expect, but they are in direct obedience to the
positive command, " G o ye into all the ~vorlcl,
and preach the gospel to every creatare;"
and those who are thus obeying the cornn ~ a n dof God, wait his time when h e shall be
pleased to give, the increase : meanwhile, if
but one so111 be rescued from Moliamineclan
or Heathen thraldom, they rejoice in the promise, that he that converteth a sinner from the
error of his way, shall save a soul from death,
and shall hide a multitude of sins." But may
we not reasoilably fear that the success of'
missionary efforts is retarded, beca~lseChristians, in the face of so plain a precept, are
found despising instead of praying, and discouraging instead of assisting ?
May o a r prayers be quickened for that
blessed period, when concerning every land

which tlie sun rises in his circuit around
even of Affghanistan, where
me have d r u n k the cup of sorrow so deeply,it shall be exultingly said,-" Let them give
thanks whom the Lord Lath redeemed aiid
delivered from the hand of the enemy !"
Kabul, Oct. 9, 1842.
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T H E RETROSPECT.

" They cried unto the Lord in their trouble, nnd he delivered them out of their distresses; nnd he led them forth by
the right way, thnt they might go to a city of hnbitntion. 0
that men would prnise the Lord for hia goodneae, and for lcs
wonderful vorkv to the children of men."

ON this our first occasion of assembling for
public worship, since we have left the seat of
war a i ~ dbloodshed, and issued forth into plains
of quietness and peace, I know no theme more
suitable than a further portion of thnt Psalni
the commencement of which .we lately considered as commemorating the deliverance of
the Jews from the Babylonish captivity. I t
is true that it does not apply in every particular, for, while of their march it is said,
hungry and thirsty their soul fainted in
them;" to us " even in the wilderness, and
lL

the solitary way," " our bl.ead has been given,
and our water lias been sure;" yet there is
sufficient resemblance between their case a n d
ours, to give rise to t h e same pious wish as is
hreathed by the Psalmist in the text, '' 0 that
inen would praise tlie Lord for his goodness,
aud for the wonders t h a t he doeth for the
children of men."
" They cried unto the Lord iu t l ~ e i trouble,
r
and he delivered then1 out of their distresses."
I f we look back for a few months only, how
liluch of trouble ancl distress can we call to
mind, the wl~oleof which is now happily removed, except that sorrow for the dead which
time alone can relieve. If we look a t the
case nationally, what a cloud appeared to
hang over oilr empire in the east, as well
as our public reputation! T h e s o ~ ~ lof
s
multitudes fainted within them, while they
predicted the most ruinoos results, and8 apprehended the most fearful consequences:--how
they were t o be remedied ; how a way was t o
be foi~nd out of a situation equally dangerous
and embarrassing, were questions which few
could venture to answer. All were crying out
in their distress for some way of escape, and
many were found to advocate mere escape,
even under circumstances the most dishonour

able. Then, what agonizing appl.ehensions
filled the minds of fi-iends a t a distance, not
only for the safety of the prisoners in the
haiids of tlie enemy, but for fathers, brothers,
sons, and husbands, serving in Affghanistan,
lest the same destruction mliich Iiad overtalren
one British force should descend upon them
also. B e assured that many, both in India and
a t hoine, mere crying unto tlie Lord in their
trouble. 3Iany were tlie earnest supplications
wrung froin sorrowing hearts by the extreinity of their distress. And if we torn froin
he nation to ourselves-surely there lias been
more of a harassing and distressing character
than is often found in the annals even of severer
warfare. Horn harrowing has been the sight
of the heaps of our nianglecl fellow subjects
and fellow countrymen, whose bodies we liave
been obliged to pass, day after day, and to leave
thein as they lay, unhonoured and ui~buried,
the sport a n d derision of those savages who
exulted in their fall ! H o w painful has been
the petty kind of warfire, continued day and
night, which compelled us so often to lament
companions, not falling in open combat with
a n enemy worthy of theni, but treacherously
cut down in detail, or shot from his lurking
place by a secret foe! How inelancholy

424

SERMOH 1x1.

have been the objects which have constantly
strewed our path ! Aged men, helpless women, sick followers, barbarously murdered,
by wretches whose savage cruelty distinguished neither age nor sex. Many, I doubt
not, have been the prayers for a termination
of such horrors, offered up by those to whom
fear mas unknown, but who longed for escape
from regions which, while allowiug them little
opportunity for the display of military skill
or courage, tortured their feelings with the
sight of barbarities more like the deeds of
savage beasts than of human beings.
Now these prayers have been happily and
graciously answered, and that to an extent for
which the most sarlgui~lecould scarcely have
hoped. God has, indeed, led us by a right
way. I-Ie has opened to us an honourable
path of retirement from a situation which
at one time seemed encompassed by insurmountable difficulties. T h e wllole of our prisoners have been graciously restored to us.
H e has so led us forth, that we IIOIV look
back with the gratifying reflection that no
British troops or British subjectv remain in
those savage regions. T h e expedition, praised
be God, has terminated, with the successful
accomplishment of at least its fiqal objects ;

,.

and having been brought fort11 by tlle right
way, little remains but that we go to our respective cities of habitation.
" 0 that men! 0 that British Christians, would praise tlie Lord for liis goodness,
and for his wonderful worlrs to the children
of men." 0 that there were such a heart
in them, and that those who are ready to
acknowledge with the lip that the Lord hat11
done great things for them, whould be equally
ready to give substantial proofs of the gratitude they profess.
W h e n David contemplated the deliverances which God had
mrought f o ~him, tlle language of his heart
was, " W h a t shall 1 render unto the Lord for
all the benefits that he hath done unto me?"
And his reply was, " I will receive the cup of
salvation ;" that is, in christian language, -I
will s l ~ o mm y gratitude for teniporal mercies,
by the thankful acceptance of that, of which all
temporal mercies are but the types and shadows,-that great salvation, which God hath
w-rought in Christ, for the soul as well as for
the body, and which is freely offered to the acceptance of every one, that as in Adani all die,
even so in Christ may all be made alive.
Now, if you would really praise the Lord
for his goodness, this course pursued by David
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must be yours A ~ S O . Unless you embrace
Christ as your Saviour, and enlist under his
banner as your leader, all your professions of
praise will be but a moclcery of the Lord Jehovah. The Script~lresrepresent the race of
man as divided between the children of the
liingdon~of heaven, and the children of the
wicked o n e ; and when our Saviour declares,
" H e that is not with m e is against me," he
clearly poiilts out that there is not, there cannot be any neutrality, that we 111ust be under
the banner of one or the other. Now, if you
were to h e i ~a Anan loudly praising a prince,
expressing his gratitude to him, and recounting his oblig,ztions, while he deliberately enlisted and continued in the service of' his most
inveterate enemy, what would you think of
his professions of devotiori and fidelity?
Surely you would at oi~cebrand them as inere
hypocrisy, and totally worthless. W h a t can
be said then of your professions of gratitude
to God, if you refuse to enter illto his service,
by e n l b r a c i ~ ~the
g great salvation ivl~ichhe l ~ a s
offered through Christ our Saviour, and remain in the service ofSatan, wlio is his bitterest
enemy? This is the reason why it is said in
Scripture, " Without faith it is ilnpossiblc to
please God." Faith is the instrument mhei-eby

,
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lay hold on Christ, and this is tlte first
great test and proof of obedience which God
hay appointed. " This is his commandment,
that we believe on the Lord Jesus Chlaist,
whom he hath sent." And until this is obeyed,
until Cllrist is received into the henrt by Faith,
all professions offidelity are unacceptable in his
sight, for the persons inalring them are in rebellion against him, and in league with liis
bitterest foe.
Let me then press upon tlie attenlion of
every one. before me, who acknowledges (and
who can deny i t ? ) the lrindiless and providence of God towards us, and our debt of
gratitude to him, the serious question,-Have
you obeyed this liis first and great commanclment? Have you felt that, as guilty in the
sight of God, you need forgiveness; that, as
polluted and defiled by sin, you need sanctification and cleansing ; and have you applied
for these blessings to that Lamb of God who
taketh away the sins of the world, and who
has graciously and me1,cifully promised to
give t o those that ask him, his Holy Spirit,
who is the purifier and sanctifier of all his
people? O r are you still as careless and indifferent as before, a b o ~ ~ n d i n gperhaps,
,
in
oaths and blasphemies, profanely using as a
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comn~onword the awful name of that God
whose love and mercy at the same time you
profess to acknowledge? Alas ! there a r e
many such ; and when I press such a case on
the attention of my congregation, I do it with
the sorrowful conviction that I am drawing no
imaginary picture. Yes, such is the apathy of
the huinan heart, when a long course of sin has
blinded it, that not the nearncss of death to
tlie lnnn himself, nor the sight of its ravages
upon others, has power to arouse it; else who
that has seen the sights which we have seen,
who that hm had the conviction forced upon
hixi by hundreds of gliastly objects strewing
his path, that the race of glan is as the flower
of the field, " in the morning it is green and
groweth up, in the evening it is cut down,
dried up, and withered "--who tliat has seen
so Inany fearful instances of this truth, coi~lcl
go away to sin again, to n~ockthe lrlajesty of
heaven with vain professions of the lip, to
spend the short space that inay remain, before
he himself is c i ~ tdown like a flower, in riot,
in sensoal indulgence, in pursuits of which it
is impossible even to speak ?
But all are not such. Many, I trust, there
are, who have come forth froin the view of
these frightful evidences of nlortal frailty,

,

*

determined from henceforth to be Christians,
not in name only, but in deed and in truth ;
many who were before sincerely serving God,
who have deterniined from henceforth to serve
him more earnestly and devotedly, and thus
more effectually and acceptably to praise t h e
Lord for his goodness, and for the wonders that
Ile doeth to the children of men. M y brethren,
I mould fain aid you in this holy resolution,
and I pray God that the direct.ions which I
may be enabled to give, may prove beneficial
for this end. I have already stated that true
faith in Christ, as the only Saviour of sinners,
is the foundation of holy obedience-" other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Christ Jesus." B u t having commenced upon this foundation, I would e a r .
nestly impress upon you the necessity of preserving a deep sense of your own natural
weakness in a spiritual sense, nay, more than
weakness, your n a t ~ ~ r ntendency
l
to evil.
H o w many that have set out well have madekn
utter shipwreck of faith and a good conscience,
through an overweening coilfidence in their
own strength and resolution ! As you begin
with reliance upon Christ, so, throughout your
whole course, you mast benr in mind his declaration to his first disciples, " TVhosoever

nbideth in me, the sall~ebringeth forth much
fruit, for without me ye can do nothing." T o
him you must continually apply, in earnest
prayer ; for the Christian has no store of grace,
but it is given, like our daily bread, to those
that aslr it. Let me intreat you to bear i n
mind the illlportance ofprayer ; if you will be
Christians, if you mill live to the glory of
God, you must pray, under whatever difficulties. Eve11 those who have most leisure,
no st opportunities for retirement, and fewest
distractions, always find it a difficult task to
maintain a spirit of earnest prayer, owing to
the worldliness of our nature, arld the temptations of Satan. T o you, therefore, in t h e peculiar circumstances in which you are placed, it
must be still more difficult; for you have few
opportunities of retirement, and many distractions, and the great enemy of your souls will
not fail to avail himself of these, to tempt you
to omit it. But, as I before said, however
difficult the taslr, you must pray if you would
preserve spiritual life. A man might as well
expect to live without food, as to live holiIy
withoot prayer ; and I am persuaded, that
among those who fallaway from a coilrse ofholy
living to a course of sin, if the cause of their
falling away could he traced,it would he found

'
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Invariably to be the neglect of secret prayer.
I know nothing so likely to be a preservative,
situated as you are, as the cultivation of a habit
of mental prayer, the lifting up of the soul to
God, when walking by the may, or in the
neighbourhood of temptation. This, I imagine, is what St. Paul meant by the direction,
" Pray without ceasing :" not that a man mas
to be always a t his devotions, for this mould
be iulpossible; but that he should cultivate the
habit of constantly looking up to God, whenever necessities pressed upon him, or temptations assailed, wherever he might be, that he
who seeth in secret nlight sustain and defend
him. B u t not only speak to God in prayer,
but be diligent to learn what God the Lord will
speak to you, in the reading of his holy Word.
Set a high d u e upon the Bible-read it daily ;
read it not for amusement or curiosity, still
less to cavil or to criticise, but to find the
path of life. I t is in India oftentin~es the
christian soldier's only instructor. He may
frequently be, for a long time together, deprived of the public ordinances of religion;
but if he has his Bible, and reads it with
prayer, he bus a lamp to his feet, aiid a light
unto his paths, which will never lead him
astray.
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And another exhortation which I would give
you is, carefully to avoid the places, the people,
the pnrsuits, that mould lead you into ten~ptation. You are shortly to return to stations in
India, wliere many kinds of temptation will
open to yon, froin which yo11 have for some
time been con) paratively free ; there will be
inany to cong~~atulate,
many to flatter, rrlany
to entice, and you may be clisposecl to say,
After so long separation, so many toils, a
little indulgence is surely allo~vable,a little
excess excusable. 0 beware of such specious
reasoning ! Your Bible teaches no such doctrine. W e are told there that the good gifts
of God's providence are given us richly to
enjog, and far be it from me to condemn their
innocent eujoyment; bnt when excess coinmences, enjoyment is past : brutal excitement,
and worse than brutal insensibility, are its
only consequences. Sensual indulgence is
never allowable, excess is never excusable.
Many a man who had gone on well for a long
period, by a single night of such indolgencehas cast off his good resolutions, become utterly reckless, and found what he meant
,to be for once only, the inlet to a de-a
luge of dissolute conduct which has destroyed both body and soul together; and

.
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therefore the wise man says, My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not." The pro.
fessecl Christitm who mingles in such scenes is
like the unconscious moth fluttering round the
candle : he draws nearer and nearer with
every giddy round, becomes so infatuated th:rt
it is impossible to drive him froin the cause of
fascination, till at last he rushes into utter
ruin.
Enter not into the path of tlie wicked, and
go not in the way of evil men ; avoid it, pass
not by it, turn from it and pass away. Can a
man touch pitch, and not be defiled? No
more can a man indulge in evil communications without the corruption of his good manners. Let your chosen companions be such as
you have no need to be afraid of, or to \vntch
against, but such as may be to you a source
of religious advancement ; and towards others
of a different character, let there be courtesy
and civility, a readiness to perform any acts of
kindness, and to seek their irnprovcment by
every legitimate means, but choose none of
their ways, nor ever imagine that you can
conciliate them by giving may a little to their
practices. Depend upon it, the more you
concede, the more they will demand, and your
only safety is to keep the straight path, de.
U

clining not the least, either to the right or to
the left.
Thus, believing in Christ, seeking the aid of
the Holy Spirit in constant prayer, taking the
Bible for your guide, and avoiding temptation,
you shall indeed praise the Lord for his goodness, and, in a spiritual sense, be led forth by
a right way. I t may, like the way t h a t we
have come, be beset by 1ial.assing enemies ;
you may encounter in it much that is painfuland
. toilsome; but still it is the right way. I t is the
way that Christ your Saviour has trod before,
and traced with his blood ; it is the way the
apostles, prophets, ancl martyrs, have taken ;
and it leads to a city of habitation, a city not
like those of earthly building, the inhabitants
of which pass away in rapid succession, and
make room for others ; but a city whence they
g o out no more. I n those to wliich we are
going, we may exchange the ravages of the
sword for those of disease; but there, the inhabitant shall n o moie say, " I am sick." T h e
sun shall not smite them by day, nor the moon
by night, but the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall lead them and guide them
to fountains of water, and God shall wipe all
tears from their eyes : tears of penitence, for
there shall be n o sin to be repented of; tears
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of sorrow, for where there is no sin, s o ~ ~ r o w ,
which is its offspring, can never enter. This
is that city of habitation concerning which our
Saviour decIared, " I n my Father's llouse are
many mansions. I go to prepare a place for
you, and if I go away, I will come again
and receive you unto myself, that where I
am there ye may be also." God grant that
~ v h e nh e cometh he may receive us every one
into those everlasting mansions.
he cities of earthly habitation to w11ich we
are respectively going, mill speedily separate
us widely from each o t h e r ; nay, upon our
march we are to move separately, and the present may be tlie last opportunity which I shall
have of addressing some who are now before
me. I t has pleased God that we should Le
fellow sojourners for a time, literally dwelling
in tabernacles. W e have passed together
through many painful scenes, and inany scenes
of peril; me have together been witnesses of
t h e greut power, and good providence of the
God of armies; together rejoiced in the rescue
of the captives, and the restored honour of our
country ; and though now to separate, may it
be found at the last that we have been severally pursuing the right way to t h e heavenly
city, companions i n the service of Christ, 8s
u2

we have been in that of our earthly sovereign.:
God grant that not one of this whole congre- ,
gation may be wanting under his banner, .
when he comes to be glorified in his saints,
and admired in all those who wait for him !
Brethren, this, under the promised help of
God, depends upon yourselves. Feebly, and
with many imperfections and omissions, yet (as
H e is my witness) sincerely and faithfully, I
have endeavoured, while we have been together, to show yoti the good and right way. I
charge you, lay these things to heart; turn
not a deaf ear to instruction ; but so live a life
of faith in Christ, that when we meet together
hereafter, it may be to praise him eternally
for his goodness, and for the wonders of salvation that h e hath wrought for the children
of men.
Pesliawu~,Nov. 13, 1842.
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" The nngel'snid unto them, Fear not: for behold I bring'you
good tidings of grcnt joy, whicli shall be to all people. For
unto you iY born tliie dty, in the city of David,a Saviour which
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you ; y e
shall find the bnbc wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
mnnger. And suddenly there was with the nngel a multitt~tle
of the heavenly host, praising God, nnd snying, Glory Lo God
in thc highest, and on earth pence, goodwill towarb men.''
MOREthan eighteen hundred years have
passed away since this sacred anthem, resounding over the midnight solitude of the
plains of Bethlehem, amazed those sllepherds
who kept watch over their flocks by night,
.and delighted their hearts with its glad tidings
of great joy; and still it has been re-echoed
from age to age, for it was to be unto all
people; and it has reached even unto us in

tllese latter days. I t comes to us this day with
a peculiar charm ; for it has pleased our Ileavenly Father, in his great mercy, to grant us, in
the ~eestorationof our peace, a foretaste of that
peace on earth and good-will towards men"
which stlall one day universally prevail, when
the inhabitants of the earth " shall beat their
swords into ploughshares, and their spears
into pruning-hooks, and shell learn war no
more."
Let us entreat the assistance of the Holy
Spirit, beloved brethren, that me may enter
,upon the celebration of this holy festival, as
those who do indeed rejoice in the Lord ; that
we may adopt the resoliltion of the shepherds,
" Let us now g o even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which is come to pass, which the
Lord hath made lrnomn unto us," blessing
his holy name that to us these glorious tidings
are vouchsafed, which are hidden from thousands in heathen and Mohammedan countries;
let us go and behold, in holy contemplation,
with the eye of faith, him whom the shepherds
of Bethlehem saw with their bodily eyesthe Saviour which is Christ the L o r d ; and
may he give us grace so to behold him as to
look unto him and be saved--so tocontemplate
him as to imbibe his spirit, to be made like
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unto him, and to dedicate our future lives to
a n humble imitation of his perfect pattern.
Since the period when our first parents
fell into sin, and lost the image of their Maker,
so that " God looked down from heaven to
see if there were any that would understand
and seek after him," and found them so completely gone o ~ l tof the way that he himself
testified, " There is none that doeth good, no
not oue"-man
had been estranged from his
God, and the world in which he lived had been
but the dark alld obscure dungeon, stained
with blood, and desolated through sin, in
which he had been' shut up unto the judgment which sllould be revealed. I t is true
that the Lord, merciful and gracious, left hiin
not, even at the worst, without hope; some
rays of light were permitted to pierce the
gloom of his prison-house, which grew more
and more frequent from the first obscure intirnation in the garden of Eden-" The seed of
the woman shall bruise the head of the serpent "-down to tlie very dawn of the Sun of
righteousness, when the light became so distinct, that Isaiah could exclaim, in prophetic
vision,-"
Unto us a child is born, unto us a
Son is given, and the govertiment shall be
upon his shoulders, and his name shall be
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called W o n d e r f ~ ~ lCounsellor,
,
the mighty
God, t.he everlasting Father, tlie Prince of
peace;"-but
much of this was veiled under
the observances of the Jewish law, and was
rendered still more obscure by the glosses
of the scribes and Pharisees, and however a
few eminently spiritual persons might penetrate its meaning, the mass of the people were
grossly ignorant. B u t now the f~ilnessof the
time was come when the veil and covering
spread over the face of all nations sllould begin to be removed, when tlie plan of human
salvation should be so distinctly and plaiilly
revealed, by Cod in human form, that he who
ran nlight read it, that the wayfaring man,
though a fool in the estimation of men, shoiild
not err therein ; and the first part of this
amazing scheme, the birth of the Son of God
from a pure virgin, was revealed in the stable,
and to the shepherds, of Bethlehem ; for God,
who seeth not as man seeth, chose, in this
as in many other instances, the weak things
of this wol-Id to confound the wise, that no
flesh should glory in his presence.
This plan of salvation combines all that
simplicity, and a t the same time sublimity,
which might have been expected in a work
which cnine from God, and is in this respect
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analogous to the works of creation; fbr practical uses it is so simple, that even a child may
understand and rejoice in it. That man, as a
sinner both by nature and practice, has no
means by his own nierits or good worlrs, of
satisfying the justice of God, or of averting hiu
threatened judgment ; that being thus a hopeless debtor, the Lord Jesus Christ stood in his
stead, and, by his sinless obedience and unexampled sufferings, satisfied the justice of
God, so that God, for his sake, and on account of what he has done, is willing to receive and to forgive every one who so believes
in the e5cacy of this plarl of salvation, as
sincerely and fervently to embrace it-than this
wllat can be plainer? At the same time it
has depths so profound that the angels desire
to look into them, and they are nnfatho~uable eveu to the most acute perception. W h o
can measure the incomprehensible love of God
theFuther, and God the Son, which led to the
paynlent of so vast a price for so lowly and
\vortliless an object as sinful man? W h o can
understand the mystery of God becoming
man, and suffering and dying in a world of
his own creation, by the hands of his own
creatnres? These are subjects upon which
human reasoil must confess her weakness, and
u 5
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faith must receive, upon the simpIe declaration of God's word, that which reason cannot
comprehend. Suffiee it for us, that the benefit
accruing, and the means of obtaining it for ourselves, are perfectly level to the comprehension
of all. Nor in thus acquiescing in that which
we cannot comprehend, is there anything unreasonable, anything more than me do in the
natural world every day of our lives.
There are muItitudes of mysteries in creation in which we are compelled to believe, for
Acresee them, though neither we nor any one can
explain them. Take only one instance-the
.magnet: no one doubts its powel., thousands
trust themseIves every year to its direclion,
and make their voyages in safety, but no one
has ever penetrated o r explained its myste~.ious principle. Its practical use is plain,
though the manner of its derivation is inexplicable. So, with the plan of salvation :
'whatever be its mysteries, if we resort to i t
and trust to its guidance, we shall make the
voyage of life in safety, and enter into the
port, of eternal rest ; if we despise or reject
it on account of its difficulties, there is. no
other name under heaven given unto men,
whereby we can be saved, but only the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

'

S E R M O N IV.

443

This is the message which, as on this day,
was announced by the angels, " Uuto you is
born-a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."
A r e not these glad tidings ; a legitimate cause
for great joy-the opening of the prison doors
to the captives-the opening of the gates of
heaven to all believers! B u t are we believers,
brethren, o r do we merely call ourselves
Christians, froni the circumstances of birth
and education? T h e wise men of the East,
when they found the Saviour, fell down and
worshipped him-the angels, though not personally participating in t h e blessing, for they
stood in no need of redemption, yet are found
praising God for the peace which was to visit
the earth, and the goodwill vouchsafed to
men-the shepherds returned, glorifying 'and
praising God, for all things which they had
heard and seen :-may God bring our hearts
and affections into unison with theirs; may
he enable us, with them, to worship, to glo,rify, and to praise him, with the unfeigned
devotion of grateful hearts, not confining our
gratitude to transient expressions of the lip,
or to this day only, but giving up ourselves
to his service, and seeking to glorify him even
to our life's end in our bodies and onr souls.
I have said, however, that the blessed-
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ness or universal peace is more especially
brought home to our thoughls at this season
by the measure of rest and quiet which God
has been graciously pleased to vouchsafe us,
after a period of no ordinary anxiety and
disquietude. How striking is the contrast
which the Almighty goodness has brought
about in the lapse of one single year,-between the state of affairs now, and that presented to us last Christmas ! In what depressing gloom must this holy season have been ,
spent by our unhappy countrymen, but a fern
days before they conirnenced that disatrous
retreat which glutted with their Hesh the birds
and beasts of the savage region through which
they attempted to penetrate, and paved its
passes with their whitening bones, when they
contrasted their hopeless misery, among sanguinary foes, with the congratulations and
smiles of friends, the gladness and joy, which
were accustolned to greet them on the same anniversary, in the far distant land of their birth !
How painful and agonizing a period was it to
us, who received from day to day the appalling,
but alas! not exaggerated rumours of their
sufferings and destruction ! Some had even
the attempted festivities of the season broken
up Ly the alarm of the enemy at their own doors,
.

.

d exchanged the festal board for the posture and liabilirnents of war. All, whether in
the seat of conflict, or pressing towards it, had
to feel, along with a high sense of duty, and a
stern determination to discharge it at any risk
which such a. crisis might demand, the strong
probability that the execution of duty might
call for the sacrifice of life ; to hear the
tau~ltsand exultations of rival nations, that
the sun of England's Eastern glory was set.
And many had to lament over those they loved,
either as devoured by the sword, or subjected
to a captivity which appeared hopeless and endless. Such was our last Christmas! B u t now
what a blessed change ! W e have none over
whom to lament, except those to whom we shall
one day go, but who cannot return to us. F o r
the rest-the
stain upon upon our national
hono~lris wiped away; our empire is more
firmly rooted by the shock which threatened
its destruction ; the captive exiles are restored
to us ; we ourselves have been preserved
through an expedition which stands almost
alone in the history of military enterprise;
our vaunting foes have been humbled ; and the
Dove of peace is once again finding rest for
the sole of her foot amongst us. D o we not
well, then, to rejoice and be glad, when, in

i
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addition to the glad tidings of great joy which
this day is ever intended to call to mind, are
offered so many motives of a personal, relative,
and national character? When such bright instances of the goodness and mercy of God are
before us, and fresh and vivid in our recollection, is it not meet and right, and our bounden
duty to praise him in the highest? And if we
should fail in this spontaneoas tribute of gratitude, might not the very stones cry out in
shame of our coldness of heart? T o such
appeals no answer is required-every man's
heart will utter the response.
Let us then spend a few moments in considering what should be the character of our
joy. I t must be, first, an humble joy. One
great object of our blessed Saviour's coming
into the world was, that all mankind should
follow the example of his great humility. I t
was for this, that he mas born in a low station, and that when the angels announced the
place of his birth, it was not in any of the
palaces of kings, but-c' in (I manger." There
is much in the considerl~tionof our Saviour's
birth, which while it fills us with joy, should
make it an humble joy. Let us call to mind
that he mas born into the world, that he might
die a violent, painful, and early death ; that

.
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the necessity for this death was occasioned
by the sins of men-by our sins; that he died
to take away the sins of the world, and that all
men through him might be saved; and then
while we rejoice and are glad in the hope of
this great salvation, how will our joy be chastened by the humbling consideration of our own
wealcneos and sinfulness, our utter inability to
do anything as of ourselves, our constant failing and imperfection in every attempt a t any
return for favours so vast and so unmerited.
And if we refer to those recent mercies
and deliverances, as to temporal things, of
which I have spoken, surely while there is
every cause for cheerful thanksgiving, there
is none for pride and boasting. W e have all
again and again acknowledged how wonderfully the providence of God has appeared
for us. Let us not forget in the times of
peace and rejoicing, the confessions we made
in the hour of danger; and while we give
honour where honour is due among nlen, let
us never forget the highest of all honour,
which is due to Him who giveth victory to
kings, and delivereth his servants from the
peril of the sword. Whatever arrangements
men may make, whatever conduct and misdom they may exhibit, the great scriptural
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truth remains the same: W h e n H e giveth
quietness, who then can make trouble; and
when he hideth his face, who then can behold
him ; whether it be done against a nation, or
against a man only." (Job xxxiv. 29.) 3 l a y
he, of his mercy, impress this truth so deeply
on our hearts that it may bind us in deep liumility, to l~oriour and adore him with uilfeigned devotion, for " them that honour him
he will honour ;" while, on the other hand,
" they that despise him shall be lightly esteemed."
But, again, our joy should not be selfish, it
should be allied with benevolence and love. T h e
song of the angels not only proclaimed peace
on earth, but good will towards men; not
merely the refraining from battle and blood,
from motives of interest or of policy, but because as members of one fanlily we should love
one ai~other. There has been much in the
scenes we have witnessed, to inflame the
angry passions of the mintl, and to lead us to
think of our enemies as though they were
scarcely of the same flesh and blood as ourselves. All must have felt this effect of the
circumstances in which we have been placed.
B u t these have now passed away. Let us earnestly strive that such vindictive passions may

'.

pass away also, and give place to that good will
towards men which our Saviour came to bring
upon earth ; that we may learn to think even
of Affghans with kindness ; and to pray with
sincerity, that the light of gospel truth may
penetrate theirs in common with all lands, and
the baneful influences whereby man is urged to
point weapons of destruction against his fellow
man be extinguished for ever.
But, lastly, our joy should be n c7tristian joy.
God forbid that any one should suppose for a
moment that Christianity is an enemy to joy
and cheerfulness ; so far is it from this, that the
angels who announced it declared their message to be glad tidings of p e a t joy. I t adds
the sweetest note to every strain of earthly
harmony, from the blessed consideration that
by means of faith in Christ it may he prolonged to eternity. But then it must be holy
.joy, it must be such as angels need not blush
to join in ; such as we can look up to God to
sanction and bless. B u t I need not tell you
that there is a joy, with which Christianity,
and holiness, and angels, and God, can have
110 sympathy-a
sinful joy, which the Scriptures compare to a flame among thorns, as
raging, as noisy, as impetuous, as short-lived,
as to be excl~rrngedfor darkness.
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I need not tell you that there are those,
(would that they were few, and not alas!
the many,) who make use of this holy
season only as a period of' rnore determined debauchery and sin, as if, because their
Saviour as at this time came to die for sin,
they had, on that account, the more full
license to commit it ; as if the consideration of the immeasurable price paid for its
atonement, were a reason why they should
rush into it the rnore greedily.
Alas!
brethren, this is little regarded among men,
but picture to yourselves how it must appear
in the eyes of God, and of those holy beings
who with the deepest reverence desire to look
into the mysteries of that redemption which
is thus set at nought and blasphemed. I am
the more bold to urge this matter upon you,
because the return, at such a season, after
such a period of service, to fellow-countrymen
and friends, holds out temptations more powerful than usual to those indulgences and excesses, which belong not exclusively either to
high or low, but to which both alike are exposed. May God give you grace to watch
against and to avoid them. May he enable
you to pass your Christmas time as becomes
the followers of Christ, and those who do
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indeed rejoice, with holy joy, in the glad tidings of his great salvation. T h e n shall t h e
joys of earth be foretastes of the approacliing
joys of heaven, and preparatory to your joining that vast assemblage, which, called together from the east, the west, the north, and
the south, shall sit down with Abraham, Issac,
and Jacob, in the kingdom of God, to praise
him who hath redeemed them out of all nations, and hath made them kings and priests
unto God, and his Father ; to whom be glory
and dorninion for ever and ever. Amen.

Ferozepore, Christmas Day, 1842.

SERMON V.
THE FAREWELL.

2 CORINTH.
xiii. 11.

" Finally,

.

brethren, farewell. Be perre@, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace ; and the God of love -and
peace shall be vith you."

SUCH
the kind words of exhortation,
promise, and encouragement, with which St.
Paul takes leave of the Corinthian church,
which, under the divine blessing, he had been
enabled to found in the midst of heathenism
and profligacy. W e also, like the Corinthians, are a band of professed Christians
amongst millions of surroi~liding heathen,
let us then endeavour to derive from these
words some suitable topics of instruction for
ourselves, and to that elid let each one
earnestly entreat the assistance of that blessecl
Spirit, without whom nothing is strong, no-
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thing is holy, that we may be enabled to read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest, this important portion of his holy word. I purpose
to divide the text into two parts, consisting of,
I. Exhortation.
11. Promise.

!

t

I. Be perfect. This exhortation might, at
first sight, astonish weak and timid Christians. " TVhat," might such say, " is it expected that the Christian is to be perfect,
blameless, without spot?" I s it not said in
Scripture itself, that - " in many things
we offend all." I t is so. And the words
before us, I apprehend, were never intended to imply that man can attain in this
life to n state of sinless perfec~ion-a doctrine
which the Scriptures nowhere inculcate, for
they constantly represent man, even the godly
man, as frail, sinful, and imperfect. The
meaning of the word in the original language
seems rather to be-Amend
that which is
wrong; refo1.m that which is faulty; bring that
which has strayed and wandered into the right
path. A n d in this point of view it has a voice
for even the best amongst us. If we ever examine into the state of our own hearts, we
must be aware how far we fall short of the

requisitions of the law of God, what imper-;
fection hangs about our very best perform-.
ances: but though it may not be given us to.
arrive a t f;erfection, yet the more we contern-.
plate that only perfect pattern, our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, the more we set ourselves, with earnest prayer for the help of
divine grace, to imitate his spotless example,
the nearer will be onr approaches to i t ; the.
higher we aim the nearer we shall be to our:
exalted mark, even though we still fall far.
short of it. T h e feeling we should strive after:
is that which animated St. Paul-" I count
not myself to have atttrined, or to be already
perfect : but 1:his one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching
fol.tI1 unto those things which are before, I.
press toward t.he mark for the prize of the high.
calling of God in Christ Jesus." This should:
be the glorious emulation of the Christian,
to " think nothing done while aught remains
to do;" not to compare himself with his fellow
men, and to rest satisfied because h e can see
some who are worse than himself, but to fix
his eyes upon tlle bright and g1orio.u~example
of all perfection, his adorable Redeemer, a n d
strive to be made like unto him, never resting
or ,sitting down content till that blessed d a y
8
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when he shall see him as lie is, and be trailsforrnecl into the same image. Sucll I conceive
to be the meaning of' the text, and in that
sense I would press it upon you. " Be perfect." I n arts and sciences, the man who
really loves them is not satisfied with nlediocrity, but presses on to higher and higher attainments. So also in the noblest aiid the
highest study, how to fear God and to be ruade
like unto him, me should never, never sit
down satisfied till our entrance into the presence of God shall indeed malre us perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle us," and that for
ever.
B u t again, the apostle exhorts, '' Be of good
comfort." The first eshortation is neceesary
to the second, which will be iltterly ~lnavaili~ig
if it is neglected. A Christian cannot be partaker of good, ancl solid, ancl well-groundecl
comfort, unless he is endeavouring to arnend and
reform what is wrong, to preserve ancl pursue
the right path, to follow, in humble but earnest
imitation, the pattern of his Saviour. B u t if
conscience testifies that such is really the case,
he has abundant reason to be of good comfort; for the declarations of Scripture are
most cheering in his behalf. " I f any man,"
says our Saviour, " will come after me, let him

take up his cross and follow me, and where I
am, there shall also my servant be." H a s he
not rich ground of comfort in this? " There
is therefore now no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the spirit." H e r e again
is abundant cause why he should be of good
comfort, for his wallring not after the flesh,
but after the spirit, shows that he is endeavouring to be perfect; therefore he is united
to, or, is in, Christ Jesus ; therefore his transgressions are forgiven, his sins are covered;
and against such there is no condemnation.
God give you, my brethren, this solid ground of
peace, by recoi~ciliationmith him through the
blood of Christ, that you inay indeecl be of
good comfort-firm and lasting corn fort-proof
against the changes of the world and the ravages of time-comfort adapted for the day of
trouble, the hour of sickness, the bed of death
-beginning now, but enduring throughout
eternity. This, and this alone, is worth calling comfort ; to the things which worldlyininded men call by that name, we may indeed say with Job, " Miserable comforters are
ye all."
B u t the apostle adds this exhortation also
-" B e of one mind!' This agreement and

.
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union of feeling among Christian men, how
greatly does i t conduce to comfort in every
situatioil of life ! But, ~vhilethere is no condition in which it is unimportant, it is more peculiarly adapted, when obeyed, to enhance the
comfort, the efficiency, the respectability of
the military profession. I n other callings and
professions, if men nre not of one mind they
can avoid each other's society ; but in a reginient, or in a troop, where they must live together in the same barracks, meet on the
same parade, unite in the performance of thc
same duties-where there is no possibility of
escape, but men must mingle, whether they
will or not-how wretched is it to have variance and strife, how surely destructive of that
eficiency which their sovereign and their
country, to whom they have voluntarily cledicated their services, have a might to expect a t
their hands ! 1;Vould you, therefore, be good
soldiers,-would you continue such,-be of one
mind. And if not as Christians,or for the sake
of your country, the more worthy and honourable motives, yet, on that motive which often
weighs hcaviest wit11 us through the inherent
selfishr~essof our nature,-for your own sakes,
your own comfort, " be of one mincl." " N o
m a n liveth unto himself, and no man dieth
X

unto himself ;" even the most selfish man must
sometimes need the good offices, the kindness,
the sympathy, the assistance of his comrades :
but how can this be given and returned if men
are estranged and separated by variance and
strife ; and what mire likely to create strife
than want of unity of mind and purpose?
But let us pass on to the next exhortation,
which bears still more strongly on the same
point.
" Live in pence," With the utmost desire
for agreement, it will sometimes happen that
men cannot be altogether of one mind. H e who
is devoted to the pleasures and vanities of
this life cannot understand or appreciate the
pleasures of him whose delight is i n the law
of his God, and in following the commanclinents of his Saviour; while, on the other
hand, the sincere and conscientious Christian
can have no fellowship with sensual and
guilty pleasures; and; besides this marked
and vital distinetion, many minor differences
of opinion may arise, where, perhaps, neither
is called upon to give up his own views,
but all, if so disposed, though of different
opinions, may live in peace, if they mill
but study to be quiet, and not make their
differences a grouncl of unkindness or con-
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tention. Let the worlclly-minded man, if
he will not receive the word of admonition, at
all events abstain fisom making the religious
mail an object of' ridicule or persecution, because he refuses to run with him to the same
excess of riot ; ancl let the religious man, while
he has no fellowship with the unfr~iitfiilworks
of darkness, but rather reproves them, convey his reproof more by the silent, but most
powerfill influence of a good and holy example, than by severe and censorious words.
Let him beware of a deportment approaching
that of the Pharisees, who " trustecl in themselves that they were righteous, and clespised
others;" let his religion be shown by an active,
diligent, steacly discharge of all appointed
duties; let him beware of iuvesting religion
with a sour, stern, and unamiable aspect; and
let him imitate the example of his heavenly
Father, who is kind even to the unthankful
and unholy, and maketh his sun to shine on
the evil and the good. As to other and minor
matters, let all things be done with charity,
love, andpatience; anddepend upon it, by mutually bearing and forbearing, even differences
of opinion may consist with living i n peace.
Thus, though yo11 cannot command oulwa~d
x2

peace-for your profession is that of war, and
war with outward enemies you must expectyou sliall yet have peace among yourselves.
Valuable however as is this external peace,
tliere is another wliicll is far more to be
desired-peace in your own bosoms. Seelr
the peace of God, ~vhich passeth all understanding, ~vllichis freely offered to every one
tl~roughJesus Christ. " Peace," said the Saviour, " I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth give I unto
you." The establislied believer in Jesus, 11as
peace of conscience, peace with God, peace
with himself in following his Saviour, and rejoicing, in the hope of future glory with him
in his kingdom. This is to live in peace indeed. I t is a peace without \vhich every other
is but false, but a slumbering on the brink of
destruction. This is that peace on earth
which our Saviour came from heaven to bring;
and when it prevails, as (blessed be God) it
shall one day prevail, it will make wars to
cease in all the earth. God grant you all, my
brethren, the possession of it, for the sake of
his blessed Son.
11. W e proceed, secondly, to the consideration of the promise given to those who

are adorning their christian profession by
christian practice, earnestly endeavouring to
amend their lives, to seek after true and
spiritual comfort, to cultivate unity of spirit,
and to live in peace with all men. " The God
of love and peace shall be with yon." T h e
presence of God constituted the happiness of
rnan in his state of innocence when he was first
crested. God communed with Adain as a man
tallreth with his friend ; he was created in the
image of God, and was fitted to enbjoy his
presence, and to appreciate his love. And even
after rnan had forfeited his title to share the
immediate presence of God, we find that communion with him by prayer, and by the partaking of his grace, as a daily and constant
habit, was reckoned among the surest tokens
of approval in his sight; thus Enoch, who
so pleased God that he was one of the two,
out of the whole race of man, who were translated into heaven without tasting of cleuth,
has the whole of his character summed up ill
this one sentence, h e " walked with God," an
expression of thesaule meaning with that of the
text, signifying that God was with him, dwelt
in his heart, guided his thoughts ancl actions,
and was the most settled object of his regard.
0 what a blessed state ! " Acquai~it now
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thyself with him," saith the Scripture, " and
be at peace." I t is the only method by which
true peace can be ensured. I t is this presence of God mhich constitutes the happiness
of angels, the bliss of heaven, and of the spirits of just men made perfect; and the nearer,
we can approacll to it on earth, the more we
can enjoy of it, the greater mill be our happiness, the more complete wilI be our peace,
peace of which none can deprive us, a foretaste of heaven up017 earth, a remedy against
the stornls of affliction, and the terrors of
death. " Yea," says David, " though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, for thou art with m e ; thy rod
and thy staff,-(thy upholding and sustaining
grace,)-they
comfort me." And here it is
freely promised by a faithful and unchanging
God, to every one who, professing the name
of Christ, endeavours to follow the example
of Christ, to seek earnestly after spiritual
comforts, to preserve a conscience void of
offence towards God and towards men. \Vhat
can be more desirable, in a state of existence
where all aroi~nd is perpetually changing,
where nothing ever continueth in one stay,
than to have the constant presence of a11
unchanging friend, All-seeing to kilow our

wants, Almighty to relieve them? Consider
oilly the character given of this heavenly
friend in the text. H e is styled the. God of
love, and he has given a proof of his love
which none can doubt. " God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that
\vl~osoeverbelieveth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." " Greater love ]lath
110 man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends." 0 that this unspeakable
love on the part of God the Pather, and God
the Son, might awaken a corresponding feeling of love in all your hearts, that you might
incleed seek the God of love, and " love him,
because he first loved" you.
But again, he is represented ns a " God
of peace." Into whatsoever heart he enters,
with whomsoever he dwelleth, he bringeth
peace, in a sense and to a degree of which the
ungodly lmow nothing.-Ee gives peace with
himself, peace with God. " God mns in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself."
The world which lieth in wickedness is at
enmity with God, and whenever the thought
of him, and his greatness, and his power, intrudes, it disturbs the f'alse peace into which
its rotaries endeavour to lull themselves ; but
where he enters, there is reconciliation, and
10

there is peace.-He
giveth peace with conscience through the hope of forgiveness of sins,
As longas sir1 is unforgiven, it remains a burden on the conscience, and whenever this can
make itself heard, it mill struggle, it mill
speak, and a t its voice, however bolcl a front
he may put on, the sinner must tremble; but
he who truly believes in Christ, may rejoice
in the testimony that sin is forgiven, and iniquity covered, through his perfect obedience
and all-suficient sufferings and death, and that
there is thenceforth <' no condemnation to
tlie~nthat are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh but after the spirit."-And
be
is a God of peace, because wherever the principles of the gospel of Christ prevail, they
promote peace on earth, and good will towards
men, i n all their intercourse with each other.
O! that this God of love and peace may
dwell in all your hearts by faith, that he may
make you, as individuals ancl as a body, among
the surrounding heathen, as lights shining in
a dark place, as cities set on a hill, which
cannot be hid ; that instead of being a reproach
and a hindrance, as ungoclly Christians must
necessarily be, to the progress of religion, you
may adorn the doctrine of Christ your Saviour
in all things.
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Arid now, in the words of the holy apostle,
finally, brethren, farewell. I t has been our
lot, by God's providence, to sojourn together
throogli a period of no ordinary interest, to
pass together through scenes of excitement
and of peril, such as rarely fall to the lot of
British troops in this country, and still more
rarely to that of the ministep of the gospel. W e
have seen abundant reason to extol t11e providential mercy of our God in our protection ;
bnt, at the sattie tirne, we have seen much
which is .well fitted to remind us horn frail is
the thread of life; and many can recal comrades ar~rlfriends, young, brave, and full ofsanguine hopes as to the future, but a few months
ago, whose ashes are now mouldering in a distant land, while their spirits have gone to give
account of the things done in the body. N o
man,with the responsible spiritual cbargemhich
I have held, could retrace such a pcriocl without seeing abundant cause for regret and
humiliation over opportunities of usefulr~ess
let slip, which can never be recalled. I do,
indeed, deeply feel and deeply regret them;
yet I trust it has in the rnain been my endeavour, as far as such harassing circumstances
would permit, to teach you the good and the
right way-to improve the opportunities af-

forded by passing events for impressing on
your minds the importance of the things of
eternity, to awaken your regard for the melfare of your souls, and to point to the cross of
Christ as affording the only hope of salvation.
But at length the time has come when me must
part, some to return to their native land, some
to remain on this spot; the present is the last
time a t which I can hope to address you collectively, and with regard to the great majority
before me, as your teacher and minister, in all
human probability, you will see my face no
more. To say that I wish you well, would inadequately indeed express my sei~timentstowards you. The period we have spent together
has been one of common toil and peril, and if
community of labour and danger do not link
meu's hearts together, what ca nunite them? I
do, indeed, implore God to bestow upon you,for
his dear Son's sake, his preserving grace in
this world, his glorious presence in the world
to come. I have said that many will see my
face no more, but shall we never meet again ?
Yes, brethren, tliere is one solemn review at
which our whole compczny must be again assembled. " W e must all appear a t the judgment seat of Christ to give account of the
things done in the body." There I must give

account how I have taught, and you how you
have heard, and received, and obeyed, the instruction given. May God deal with us in
his mercy on that day, through the merits and
mediation of his Son. But, brethren, I charge
you, keep it in mind and prepare for it. I
have told you that there is only one way of
salvation, and that is, through faith in Christ.
Seek that blessed Saviour, I beseech you, while
he may be found. I have done my best to
warn you against those sins which destroy the
soul, and by which the British soldier is most
easily beset. Watch against and avoid drunkenness ; where other sins have destroyed their
thousands, this has slain its tens of thousands.
Almost every crime, in this country more especially, may be traced to its maddening, infatuating influence. Love, and prize, and
read the Scriptul*es-the message of God, the
charter of your inheritance, your guide in the
path that leads to it. Continue in prayer-it
is the vital breathing of the soul, and he who
never prays is like a breathless corpse, dead
in trespasses and sins. Choose for your companions and friends, the sober, the orderly and
obedient, the wise and good; and avoid the
intemperate, the disorderly, the murmuring,
the vicious; knowing that " evil c o m u n i c a -
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tions corrupt good manners." May God send
you a kind, a wise, and faithful minister, who
will watch over your souls, as one that must
give account ; and 0 ! that when me are called
to deliver up our account, I may meet you
every one, with joy and not with grief, united
once again, and never to be separated throughout eternity.
Finally, brethren, farewell; be perfect, be
of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace,
and the God of love and peace shall be with
you.
Ferozepore, Jan. 8, 1843.

T H E END.
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