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D

S

AFGHANISTAN IN 1919

LECTURE BY MR. IKBAL ALI SHAH, M.R.A.S., F.R.G.S.

AT the monthly meeting of the members and friends of the Central

Asian Society, held on the afternoon of Wednesday, October 22, 1919,

a lecture on Afghanistan was delivered by Mr. Ikbal Al i Shah. The

chair was occupied by Sir Frederic Fryer.

The CHAIRMAN, in introducing the lecturer, expressed regret that

Lord Carnock, Chairman of Council, was unable to attend owing to

an attack of bronchitis. His Lordship, he added, very much regretted

his absence, as he was very anxious to say a few words on the subject

of the lecture. Before introducing the lecturer, he wished to express

the deep sorrow which the Members of the Council and of the Society

felt at the death of their late Chairman, Sir Henry Trotter. Sir Henry

was a most excellent Chairman of the Society, and took the greatest

interest in all its affairs. He WHS exceedingly well qualified for the

position because of his wide and comprehensive knowledge of Central

Asia. They would all miss him very much, and desired to express

their sympathy with Lady Trotter in her great loss. Mr. Ikbal Ali

Shah, who was to give them a lecture on the most interesting subject

of Afghanistan, was himself a native of the country, and was at that

time studying at the University of Edinburgh. Mr. Shah had written
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several interesting articles for the Edinburgh Review, and had a very

wide knowledge of Afghanistan.

Mr. Ikbal Ali Shah then read his paper, which was in the following

terms:

History repeats itself in Afghanistan as elsewhere. Two decades

ago, when the great Abdur Rahman Khan, father of Habibullah

Khau and Nasrullah Khun, and ^nrundsiru of the present Amii, But

on the throne at Kabul, there was trouble, similar to the recent

trouble on the north-western frontier of India. Afridis and Afghan

regulars had closed the Khyber Pass, a Jehad having been pro-

claimed, and the Amir had to upbraid his subjects for taking up

arms. In a proclamation he said: "Why do you call these dis-

turbances Jehad? . . . Do not be led to think like Shir Ali (against

whom Britain waged war in 1878) I am such a fool as to annoj

and offend others for your sake. Your real object is to make me

4 AFGHANISTAN IN 1919

light with the British Government." He also reminded the tribes

that '' the first condition of a Jehad is the co-operation of the King of

Islam "—that is, himself. He ordered the Governor of Jelalabad to

turn back tribal deputations, seeking to visit Kabul, and directed his

officials to disperse gatherings of tribesmen. It was realized in London,

when full information was received regarding the risings, that they

were wholly due to the actions of certain recalcitrant sections of the

Amir's subjects, who were influenced by the agitation in favour of a

religious uprising. Afghanistan was not then, nor is it now, a country

like England, with railways and telegraph systems. It takes time to

suppress disturbances and specially those which break out as a result

of religious agitations and the plotting of influential men who are as

hostile to the Amir as to the Power whom he desires to retain friendly

relations with.

To understand the Afghan situation, it must be realized that the

attitude of the people as a whole, ever since the days of Amir Dost

Mahomed, has been one of distrustful ness towards foreigners. The

Unity of the country was not achieved until Amir Abdur Rahman,

grandfather of the present Amir', ascended the throne. He did'every-

thing in his power to convince his people that the British were their

friends, and that the Russians were their real enemies. In this regard

he was not wholly successful, so deep-rooted was the anti-foreign
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prejudice in all parts of Afghanistan. He, however, did much to

influence large sections of his subjects to regard the British with a

degree of favour. Many Afghans are warmly pro-British.

Amir Abdur Rahman was both ambitious and patriotic. Two

predominating considerations dominated his policy. In the first place,

he wished to win back all the lost provinces of his grandfather and

consolidate a kingdom for his descendants which would be permeated

by strong national feelings, and in the second place he desired to have

his kingdom entirely independent of foreign control and left to develop

itself on such lines as the people approved. He favoured foreign

assistance, but within limits; such assistance, he held, must not

involve interference with purely Afghan affairs. He employed British,

French, and Indian subjects, who were taken to Kabul so as to train

his subjects as artisans and traders. Strict watch was kept on them

so that they might not interfere with Afghan politics. This precaution

was a needful one. An Indian Moslem medical man, for instance, was

found to be taking a great interest in a political movement, and was

ultimately implicated in a plot. He was consigned to prison and, I

believe, is still there. It did not matter to the Afghans that the

political offender was their co-religionist. It was sufficient for them

that he was the subject of a foreign Government and had interfered

with Afghan politics.

The actions of this injudicious Indian doctor <lirl much to confirm
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the suspicious of many people in Kabul thatall foreigners are dangerous,

and that they must be on their guard against them. This anti-foreign

feeling has naturally been directed towards their nearest neighbours—

namely, the Russians and the British. In consequence, many Afghans

are obsessed by the idea that if they are to retain their liberty they

must keep the Russian and the British subjects out of their country.

It is not difficult to account for this prevalent and, in places, violent

anti-foreign prejudice. The Afghans followed with anxiety the gradual

absorption by Russia of Central Asia. They were also aware of the

Russian scheme to invade India by violating their country. Although

they were informed, time and again, that the Russians had given

repeated assurances to the British Government that they would

respect the boundary line between Turkestan and Afghanistan, there

were frequent clashings between Russian and Afghan outposts at

Punjdeh, on the Murghab, and on the Pamirs. They could not trust

the northern foreigners. Had the Russians not formed a secret

alliance with Amir Shir Al i which resulted in the second Afghan War?

Had the Russians not incited Persia to claim Herat, and had not

Herat been attacked by the Persians with Russian co-operation and

assistance? It was clear to the Afghans that Russia desired to add

their country to its Turkestan Province, so that it might become the

cockpit of the struggle for the possession of India. It is not to be
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wondered at that Afghanistan dreaded and hated Russia.

On the other hand, many Afghans were suspicious'of the good

intentions of Great Britain also, because it had waged wars against

their country. They also feared that Britain, even although it inclined

to friendliness, was dangerous because it appeared to be less powerful

than Russia during the Kaufmann military occupation of Turkestan.

When the two Powers set themselves to arrange an agreement regard-

ing Afghan territory, the Russian diplomatists appeared to be invari-

ably astute and influential enough to " make the best of the deal."

The Provinces of Panjdeh, Shiglman, Roshan, and Darwaz were

secured by the Russians by force. The Afghans believed that they

would have held their own if the British Government had not con-

trolled their policy. They held, and still hold, that it was through

British influence and Russian misunderstanding of geographical

conditions and racial questions that Afghanistan lost such large arens

of their country.

Anti-British feeling was also fostered in consequence of the fact

that the British Government had.deposed their Amirs and kept the

deposed men in India, and, for some reason not understood by

the people, pensioned them as if to hold them in reserve for future

contingencies. Afghan statesmen might approve of the action of the

British Government—the best informed of them decidedly do—but

the average Afghan regarded the British policy as one directed to
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interfere with the freedom and independence of their country. It is

difficult to make the Amir's subjects realize that Great Britain was

checkmating Russian movements in Central Asia and endeavouring to

strengthen Afghanistan so that it might ever be a buffer state between

Russia and India.

My concern here is not to excuse the anti-British feeling that

prevails among sections of the people of Afghanistan, but to inquire

into its origin. The British and the Russians were hated because

Afghan freedom was in danger. It is important to bear in mind that

the sole cause of anti-foreign feeling is the dread of the loss of Afghan

independence. Amir Abdur Rahman Khan was well aware of Afghan

sentiments in this connection. When he ascended the throne he did

everything in his power to have himself recognized as an independent

monarch. Great Britain gave him due recognition, but within limits.

He was denied the privilege of dealing directly with the British

Government. The arrangement was that all negotiations should

be conducted through the Government of India. His .wish to have

an ambassador in London was refused. He contended that as an

independent monarch an ambassador was the proper intermediary.

It is undoubted that he was deeply disappointed by the refusal of the

British Government to negotiate with him through their Foreign

Office, which has ever enjoyed so excellent a reputation for inter-
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national dealing. He sent his son Nasrullah to England so as to

prevail upon the British statesmen to reconsider their decision, which

pained and surprised him. He could not understand why his inde-

pendent State should be denied the privilege accorded to other

independent States. The mystery surrounding the British refusal has

never been cleared up. It has been stated time and again that

Nasrullah "s mission failed because he was "too arrogant," "too

proud," and "really impossible." But, granting that Nasrullah was

haughty and firm—he was expected at home to be firm—his attitude,

even although it may have involved want of tact, did not alter the

principle which he did his utmost to urge and from which he refused

to depart. It seemed quite clear, at the time, to those who recognized

that the Afghan claim was a perfectly fair one, that for some reason

best known to itself the then statesmen were opposed to Afghanistan

coming into direct touch with London. The desire was, evidently, to

keep Afghanistan under the control of the Viceroy of India; just as

India, prior to the Mutiny, was kept under the control of the East

India Company. Afghanistan was thus denied the privilege enjoyed

by Persia of having a representative in London, and its people could

not help being made to feel that it was virtually a semi-dependency

although nominally independent.

At the time when Nasrnllnh's mission was widely discussed, it was

urged in excuse for the attitude adopted that as India was in such
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close proximity to Afghanistan the Indian Governmentwas in a position

to understand local conditions much better than the Foreign Office or

India Office in London. The same argument applies to Persia and

even to China. It carries with it a slight on the British Foreign Office

and the India Office in London, which I believe to be the most perfect

in the world. If these offices are able to deal with Siam, China, and

Japan, surely they are not Incapable of dealing with Afghanistan. It

will be hard to convince the Afghan statesmen that the British

Government cannot be safely guided by its Foreign Office and that its

relations with the Indian Government could not be safely supple-

mented by direct relations with the India Office in London. My own

view, which is shared by the majority of the responsible statesmen at

Kabul, is that an Afghan ambassador in London would strengthen

those ties which already exist between Afghanistan and Great Britain.

It is not forgotten that Great Britain solemnly declared during Lord

Dufferin's Viceroyalty that it desired ft "friendly, strong, and inde-

pendent Afghanistan." That this is still Great Britain's policy no

British subject can doubt. But, at Kabul, those who are undoubtedly

pro-British find it difficult to defend the attitude of the past British

statesmen who opposed the policy of direct representation by having

an Afslum representative in London. If this privilege is granted, my

critics urge, there would have to be a British ambassador at Kabul.
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I agree; and it would be found that the Amir would willingly consent

to such an agreement. Those who are familiar with the political

"cross-currents " at Kabul have no hesitation in stating that if it were

brought into direct contact with London a new and happy era would

be inaugurated. Afghanistan would come to know and understand

Great Britain, and Great Britain would come to know and understand

Afghanistan and not have to depend upon information gathered from

a complicated system.

To a large extent the trouble which has broken out of late is due to

misunderstandings. Habibullah, the Inte Amir, who was the friend of

Great Britain and the real friend of his own countrymen, had much to

contend with during 1914 and later, as the result of the misunder-

standings, due to the lack of knowledge, prevalent in Afghanistan.

He was a wise and prudent man. His tactfulness made him strong.

The people learned in believe in him, as was emphasized by his

dramatic appearance at Kabul Bridge in 1914,* when he prevented

his country being plunged into war to serve the purposes of Germany.

But although his pro-British aittitude was approved by many, it

involved at the time what appeared to be a pro-Russian .attitude also,

* This incident is well told in Mr. Ikbal Al i Shah'a article in the Edinburgh

Revieie for July, 1918, entitled "Afghanistan and.the German Threat." That

article, and "The Claims of Afghanistan'' in the same Review for January, 191fl,

should be read in conjunction with this lecture.—A. C. Y.
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for the Russians were fighting with the Allies. He had consequently

to strive against fearful influences, and when it was realized that the

war involved the colkpse of Turkey, to the Afghans it appeared then

that the Islamic cause was in peril. Agitators were busy, and they

made the best of this. Habibullah had checked the movement in the

interests of his country by the sheer force of hia personality, and to

him Great Britain owed a debt of gratitude. He made possible the

withdrawal from India of considerable forces which reached Europe

at a time when the military situation was extremely critical. Resent-

ment at the restraint which he imposed upon his countrymen con-

tinued, however, to smoulder in Afghanistan. It was believed'that

Turkey was really the only Power which could not in the real interest

of Afghan Moslims, and that, if it collapsed, Russia would renew her

policy of eating her way into Afghanistan. In Afghanistan this belief

has long been widespread that Russia is the greatest and mjst

dangerous enemy of Islam.

Nasrullah, who is deeply respected by the clergy of Afghanistan,

took advantage of the religious agitation which was current since 1914.

He succeeded ultimately in making Habibullah unpopular, especially

amongst the so-called fanatical tribes. The Bolshevics helped also to

cast suspicion on Habibullah. As has been indicated by many reports

published in the daily press from time to time, they had hopes of
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creating trouble in India. They regarded Habibullah as an obstacle to

their scheme, chiefly because he prevented his people rising with the

purpose of invading India. Nasrullah's influence among the religious

leaders was strengthened, both directly and indirectly, by Bolshevic

gold, which was freely distributed. The murder of the late Amir was

ft direct result of the continued efforts of Nasrullah's supporters and

Bolshevic agents.

Another aspect of the situation remains to be dealt with. It wan

generally well known in Central Asia during the later period of the

war that Habibullah favoured a grand Central Asian Alliance, and

that Kabul would be its centre of influence. The scheme involved

Russian loss of control over the Khanates and the substitution of

Afghan influence, coupled to a certain degree with that of Great

Britain. The Bolshevics were opposed to the Amir's scheme, and

increased their efforts to dispose of Habibullah. They spread theii

propaganda with great activity, and are still a force to be reckoned

with. It must be recognized in this connection that, although Russia

is at present in a state of suspended animation, the Russian menace

to British policy is not yet dead, and not incapable of a vigorous

revival. All Russian vested interests are likely to support in Central

Asia the Bolshevic plan to keep Afghanistan in a state of unrest, no

thai Russian commercial nnd political ascendancy might l>e mnin-

taim-d. A weak Afghanistan, or nn Afghanistan hound hnnd and foot
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by a compromising alliance, is necessary for Russian success in the

future.

When the strong and the far-seeing Habibullah was murdered, the

Bolshevie cause was undoubtedly well served. Nasrullah's attitude

was what it had always been; for he wanted the throne. Although he

was in Jelalabad at the time, he had himself declared Amir. Subse-

quent developments revealed the fact that he was not unconcerned

with the murder of his brother, and he was tried in an open Durbar

iuiii imprisoned.

Two rival claimants had to be considered when Nasrullah made his

bold bid for the throne. These were Habibullah's sons Jnayatullah,

the heir-apparent, and Amanullah, the present Amir.

Inayatullah had been nominated by his father as Habibullah had

been. This point is worthy of note, for it throws some light on a

puzzling situation. An Amir has a right to nominate a successor, and

when Amir Abdur liahman was dying he called to his bedside his two

sons Habibullah and Nasrullah. Having addressed them regarding

the future, he asked which of the two brothers was the most com-

petent. Neither mude reply. Then the dying father said that

Habibullah was to be his successor. This settled the matter. In the

case of Inayatulluh, the decision was made as soon as he was born.

Habibullah made it known that the child was the heir-apparent, and
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he was brought up from infancy as the " Moin-us-Sultanat" (" the

pillar of the kingdom " or "Crown Prince "). As the question of

the succession had thus 'been long settled, Nasrullah had, from the

Afghan point of view, no excuse for proclaiming himself Amir at

Jelalabad. This action showed clearly thai he had not, in his secret

heart, been loyal to his brother Habibullah.

Inayatullah is a man of retiring disposition, and either offered or

was forced to renounce his legal claim to the Amirship. His younger

brother, Amauullnh, was then proclaimed Amir at Kabul. According

to the information I have received, the majority of the nobles favoured

Amanullah's claim in preference to that of Nasrullah, who reluctantly

consented to do homage to his nephew.

Now Amanullah had, on ascending the throne, the same personal

desire as his father to maintain friendship with Great Britain. One

of his first acts was to address a letter to the Viceroy of India in this

connection. He then caused an inquiry to be held regarding the

murder of his father, and ordered the imprisonment of Nasrullah..

The fall of Nasrullah was the occasion of a storm of protests. On

the borderland und in the Jelalabad district the turbulent Mullahs

(priests) remonstrated that.the head of the Church had been subjected

to unjust martyrdom, being innocent of the charge proved against him.

They threatened to depose Amanullah, declaring that, like his father,

he wag an ally of the infidels. I am informed that they even went the
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length of accusing the British Government of having been instrumental

in bringing about the imprisonment of Nasrullab, their religious leader,

and that, therefore, the British were the worst enemies of Afghanistan

and Islam. They did not wait for a declaration from Kabul in this

connection, but declared a holy war and raided British territory.

Their action brought about a situation similar to that referred to at

the beginning of this article. A war zone was created between

Peshawar and Kabul which intercepted all communications. When

the Indian Government found that not only the border people but

regular Afghan troops took part in the invasion, they concluded that

the sudden war was being waged with the knowledge and authority of

the new Amir. The letters sent to Simla were, I am assured, quite

unauthorized. What happened in Kabul remains, and is likely to

remain, a mystery. No doubt the Amir was deceived and threatened,

and he found himself involved in a war caused partly by misunder-

standings and partly by intrigue.

Although the great majority of the Afghan people are anti-foreign

in principle, they are not necessarily anti-British, and they do not

wish to wage war against Great Britain. The ease is different with

the misguided fanatics who have implicated their country in a war

which cannot be defended. Their motives were to avenge the fall of

Nasrullah and to obtain booty from "Golden Hindustan." The
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Nasrullah party were anxious to involve Amanullah in war so that he

might not have British sympathy and support, as he was assured of

getting by following in the footsteps of his father. Their hope was

that by plunging the country into a war a condition of affairs would be

created which would favour their cause. Peace might be arranged on

condition that Naerullah supplanted his nephew as Amir. Whatever

the upshot would be of the situation created, they were at least assured

of revenge.

Now that Afghanistan is again becoming settled, and the old

relations between it and the Indo-British Government are being

renewed, it would be well to give consideration to the future political

situation in the Mid-East. 1 am of opinion that it would be in the

interests of Great Britain to consummate Habibullah's scheme of

having a strong Central Asian alliance with Kabul as the centre

of control. Russia is sure, in time, to become a menace once again,

and against the intrigues of Russia and Germany it would be well to

have India securely buffered by a group of federated states.

The pressing needs of Afghanistan are railways and telegraph

systems. These should be worked and controlled by the Afghans after

a period of training. If India were connected by railway with Kabul,

the Central Asian markets would be magnificent " feeders " of British

commerce. Afghanistan would benefit greatly by drawing customs

duties, and its future tranquillity would be assured by the wealth
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obtained in this connection and by tbe facilities railways would afford

for the transport of troops and the effective policing of the whole

country. Such incidents as recently occurred on the frontier would

become impossible of realization. There are great possibilities of

development in Afghanistan itself, and its development should be left

in Afghan hands. British and Indian engineers and traders who may

be employed should ever be correct in their behaviour and refuse to be

implicated in political movement, lest their own countries' interests

should be seriously compromised.

One thing is now quite certain. Afghanistan cannot remain a

veiled land like Tibet. Aeroplanes and airships have neutralized the

barriers hitherto formed by mountains and trackless plains. If railway

development is postponed indefinitely, Afghanistan will suffer from

economic starvation. At present it has railways on its northern

borders, and there is a railway from Seistan in the west of Baluchistan

to Karachi which, if not connected with Afghanistan, will draw away.

trade that would otherwise pass through it.

The important' thing to do, before railway development in

Afghanistan can be advanced even in its initial stages, is to guarantee

that the Amir's country will always remain strictly independent. All

causes for suspicion or misunderstanding should be removed. Let

there be an Afghan ambassador in London and a British ambassador
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at Kabul, and let there be restored to Afghanistan the provinces of

Panjdeh, Darwaz, Shighnan, and Roshan, of which it was deprived by

Russia with the consent of Great Britain—a consent due entirely to a

misunderstanding of the geographical conditions. A generous and

far-sighted policy would ensure good relations between Britain and

Afghanistan in the future. Indeed, it is quite certain that if Great

Britain championed the cause of Afghanistan, it would earn the

enduring gratitude of the masses of the Afghan people. The possi-

bilities of intrigue against a Great Power whch has no desire to

interfere with the integrity of Afghanistan would be removed for all

time by the adoption of the policy here advocated. Of this I am as

confident as that the sun will shine on the morrow.

Meanwhile, it should be understood that the Afghan situation at

present is centred in deep-laid domestic trouble which has been

fostered by Bolshevic intrigue. It would be unfair to brand the whole

Afghan nation as the enemies of Great Britain.

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the discussion, said they were all very

much obliged to Mr. Ikbal Ali Shah for his lecture and for the slides

illustrative of the country. He had given them n very accurate

account of the internal politics of Afghanistan. He thought the

objection which the Afghans entertained of railways being introduced

arose from their being convinced that, once they were laid, the
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seclusion of their country would be broken through, and that people

and merchandise being constantly carried to and fro would certainly

result in the abandonment of the exclusive policy they at present

pursued. He had no doubt the Afghans were intensely jealous of any

interference with their country either by Russia or by Great Britain,

and had made up their minds that, the more communication was

opened up between other countries and their own, the more their

independence as a people would be endangered. He remembered,

years ago, Amir Abdul Rahman coming down to attend a durbar at

Rawalpindi. He was placed in charge of the Amir's residence, and

had constant conversations with him. He always told him that when

once his frontier line was passed by railways, he felt that the inde-

pendence of his country would disappear. He also often mentioned

to him that he thought the government of the Afghans involved u very

difficult problem even for himself, and that, although he was con-

stantly being accused of being a tyrannical and cruel Governor, it was

impossible to rule or lead the Afghans with a silken thread. The

Amir said that the people required a very severe government, and

that it was only by very strict and very severe measures that he was

able to maintain his power at all in that country. If they had much

knowledge of the Afghans, they would easily understand that they

were not an easy people to govern. He himself had had some experi-
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ence of them, and had always thought they required a very strong

hand over them. In fact, he remembered on one occasion a number

of Afghans penetrated as far as Burma, and, going out shopping, had

a discussion with some of the Burmese shopkeepers on the price they

were charged for the articles they wished to purchase. It ended in

their severely beating the shopkeepers and looting the whole of their

merchandise. The Afghans were all arrested and taken off to the lock-

up. Subsequently, they sent a deputation to him to say that the

whole of the trouble arose from the fact that the Burmese did not

understand their language, that all they really did was to expostulate

with them on the high. prices they were charging, and that the shop-

keepers desired to take advantage of them from the fact that they,

were strangers and that they were very much annoyed at this. He

had them put on board a steamer and sent back to their own country.

He certainly thought the lecturer had not exaggerated the ideas of his

countrymen on the subject of our interference with them. No doubt

the Amir, Abdul Rahman Khan, was very much vexed because he

was not allowed to have an ambassador in London, but at the sumc

time there was a great deal to be said on the subject from both sides.

Personally, he should not have been overjoyed if he had been sent as

ambassador to Kabul, because Kabul was not a very safe place to live

in. Although under such Governors as Abdur Rahman and Hubibuilu

order was maintained, the internal uncertainty which would prevail
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in times like the present would make the situation of the British

ambassador in that country a most unenviable one, and rather

different from what it might have been under their government. They

were very much obliged to Mr. IkbaJ Al i Shah for his lecture and for

his pictures. It was always very interesting to have an account of

the country from a native who had lived in it all his life. The Chair-

man then invited observations on the lecture or questions to Mr. Ikbal

Ali Shah from members.

Mr. A. L. P. TUCKER, C.I.E., remarked that one feature which

Mr. Ikbal Ali Shah made manifest in the course of his lecture was his

intense patriotism, and that he greatly respected. On the other hand,

it was to be remembered that we had only very lately been at war

with Afghanistan, and that that war was provoked and brought about

by what the Viceroy of India in public described as an outrage. In

the course of the lecture he had in no part detected any expression of

regret for that outrage, as we regard it. He had not quite gathered to

what the lecturer had ascribed the origin of the trouble, but he inferred

from what he said that a great deal of it was due to the Bolshevist

agitation. What he would particularly like to hear from the lecturer

was what sympathy there was between a Mahomedan Government

and Bolshevism. He would also like to know what the attitude of

the Afghan people was to Bolshevism, or to the popular view of what
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is meant by Bolshevism—the division of property and all the rest of

it. The lecturer might throw much light on the question of how

Bolshevism appeals to a Mahommedan and fanatical people.

Mr. IKBAL ALI SHAH, in reply to Mr. Tucker, expressed regret that

time had not permitted the reading of the whole of his paper, owing

to his having written it too lengthily. The chief and most important

point he desired to emphasize was not that he justified the war of the

Afghans against the British, but that he, like Mr. Tucker and others,

wanted to know how it arose and why. Therefore, the question raised

by that gentleman was precisely the one which he in the course of his

lecture actually raised. He tried to indicate the course by the word

"misunderstanding," and was thereby endeavouring to qualify by

inference his reference to the different political things which had

happened and were still happening in Afghanistan and on the borders

of India. On the question raised as to whether there was any degree

of sympathy existing between the fanatical or over-faithful Mohmands

and the Bolshevists, he had to say that by the sacred laws of Islam

there was no affinity between Bolshevism and Islam. They had

learnt to understand that the religion of Islam was one thing and

politics quite another. Nor was there any real affinity between the

people of Afghanistan and the Bolshevists. The trouble appeared to

have arisen from the Russians having come forward and offered

probably some political advantage denied to them by the British
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Government, and the high and exaggerated promise of certain political

things must have exercised conviction in the minds of many of the

Afghans.

Colonel C. E. YATE, C.S.I., C.M.G., M.P., said he really thought

that the explanation given by the lecturer could hardly ^e accepted

as satisfactory. He did not think any of them could agree that the

Afghan War was due to any misunderstanding so far as this country

was concerned. There was no misunderstanding that he knew of on

the part of the Afghans, or on the part of the Government of India or

of England. The lecturer had given them a very feeling appeal for the

independence of Afghanistan, but he appeared to have overlooked one

very important fact. He was speaking to those who were already

converted to his view. Nobody in England objected to the inde-

pendence of Afghanistan; there was no Englishman who did not want

to see a prosperous, contented, und independent Afghanistan. The

people of England had done their best in every way they could to help

Afghanistan to maintain its independence. The lecturer, in his opinion,

had laid too much stress on the supposed effects of the Agreement by

which the foreign relations of Afghanistan were to be conducted by

the Government of India. When they came to think of the date, the

time, and the circumstances under which that Agreement was made

with the Amir, they could realize that it was a great step forward for
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the British Government to take for securing the independence of

Afghanistan and defending it against the threatened aggression of

another country. Russia was the threatening power in those days, but

England checked the Russian ambitions, and secured for Afghanistan

the independence of which she might otherwise have been deprived

by showing to the world that she had England behind her. There-

fore, although the British Government did not consider it advisable

at the time of the Deputation of Nasrullah Khan to this country to

grant to Afghanistan the appointment of a minister in London, he

regarded the Agreement referred to as right and wise, for it insured

for Afghanistan protection against any advance into it by Russia, and

gave it the knowledge that in resisting any such encroachment it

would receive the support of England. The lecturer had also.dealt at

some length with the Turcomans, and gave details of certain intense

cruelties which he alleged were meted out to them by the Russians.

When he (Colonel Yate) was at Merv he found the Turcomans to be

flourishing, and he could not see that there were any differences

between them and their neighbours. After Geok Tepe had been

captured and the country settled down, he did not remember any

particular cruelties having been reported. It was stated by the

lecturer that a hundred miles of avenues of mulberry-trees had been

destroyed by the Russians, but he never heard of any such avenues,

nor had he ever hoard of mulberry-trees having been deliberately cut
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down by the Russians to put a stop to the silk industry of the country.

There was, of course, an increase in the growing of cotton, and from

this the Turcomans reaped the advantage the same as everybody else.

Reference had been made in the lecture to the need for railways in

Afghanistan, and the pertinent question had been put: " Why don't

the Afghans make the railways themselves if they wapfc them?"

That question summed up the whole matter. The Afghans had all

along prevented railways being made in their country, but the day

would come, some time or another, when this resistance to railways

would come to an end.' It was inevitable in the ordinary course of

things that the time would be reached when railways would be made

through the country, and when, by such means, communication would

be opened up between Afghanistan and other parts of the world.

With reference to the war with the Afghans, he did not know really

whether it had stopped or whether it had not, and none of them

appeared to know anything definite as to its actual cause. There

appeared to him to have been acts of the most wanton aggression on

the part of Afghans which had been utterly uncalled for and entirely

unprovoked. The attack they made had been without justification,

and their presence at Spin Baldak on the frontier of Baluchistan was

a menace to the railway terminus at Chaman. Indeed, their with-

drawal from this post of theirs on the frontier of Baluchistan ought

Generated for anonymous (Library of Congress) on 2014-05-05 13:29 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019676334
Public Domain in the United States, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

to have been insisted upon in the settlement. After the aggressions

to which he had referred, made without any apparent cause or

justification, he regarded the Treaty made by .the Government

of India as indicating the greatest weakness, and of a character

which, he was afraid, would be regretted ere long. What the full

terms of the Treaty were he did not know; so far he had only seen a

summary of them. He hoped, however, to see the Treaty published

in full very shortly, when they would have an opportunity of

having a discussion of nil the points which it involved. Judging

from the summary he had read, he could only say that he was of the

opinion that the Treaty made by the Indian Government—no doubt on

instructions received from the Home Government, particularly with

reference to the influence it would have in dividing the allegiance to

this country of the Mohmands—showed the greatest weakness just at

a time when the greatest possible show of strength was necessary.

While we were going on for two months talking about the Armistice,

we allowed the Afghans to incite the Frontier tribes to cause trouble

jind to set the whole Frontier in a furore. The whole of the circum-

stances which the Treaty involved, together with those which led up

lo the trouble, should be fully discussed, and he hoped the details

surrounding the difficulties which hnd arisen would be made public

lx>fore very long.

A VISITOR stutod thnt 1\<> was in Knlnil Inst yenr 0018), previous
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to the visit of his friend Sir Alexander McRobert. At that time

representatives of Bolshevism were in the country and stayed nt

Kabul. They did succeed in spreading a certain amount of discontent

throughout the country; but from the intimate knowledge he had of

Afghanistan and of its people, he attributed the recent trouble to the

influence of the Germans rather than to that of the Bolshevists. He

had been singularly interested in the subject of the lecture, and

particularly so in some of the pictures displayed. The projection

showing the interior of an Afghan boot factory with the native

operatives at work appealed to him in a very practical way, for the

reason that he was closely identified with the particular industry

which it illustrated.* It was quite true that the Afghans very readily

took to boot-making, and manufactured footwear of quite as good a

quality as any made elsewhere, and a great deal cheaper. There were

immense opportunities for the development of industry in the country,

but he was afraid the murder of the late Amir had thrown things back

very considerably. There was room for tanneries and boot factories,

and these, if brought up to date, would have a great tendency to

develop industry. He ventured to give some advice relative to the

making of boots in Afghanistan. As they were all aware, the great

drawback was the want of coal and wood. He suggested to the late

Amir the planting of trees along the river banks. This would serve
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three purposes: first, the provision of excellent fuel; second, of good

hard wood suitable for manufacturing purposes ; and third, of suitable

material necessary for the tanning of leather. This, with the training

of the natives in the industry, would stimulate enterprise and help to

develop the country's resources. He was extremely obliged to the

lecturer for having brought facts relating to the development of the

country to the notice of the meeting. His own opinion was that the

Germans did more to bring about the late war than did the Bolshevists.

A MEMBER remarked that the Afghans did not wear boots.

The CHAIRMAN replied that those made were for the regular army.

Many of the Afghans, however, did wear boots occasionally.

Mr. ABDUL QAYDM MALIK, B.A. (Lecturer, School of Oriental

Studies, Finsbiiry Circus, London, E.G.), remarked that he was not

familiar with, nor was he privileged to witness, the events which had

been associated with the recent outbreak in Afghanistan, but he

thought that regrettable incident must not be put down to one or

more events which might hnve recently taten place. The causes

were not few, but many and diverse. The Afghans had been charnc-

* The speaker, as it was afterwards ascertained, had been sent to Kabul by

Cooper, Allen and Co., of Cawnpore, to construct and establish a boot factory for

the Afghan Government. Sir Alexander McRobert, who attended the lecture,

started the next day for India. The Kabul boot factory could, it was stated, turn

out seven hundred pairs of boots a day.—A. C. Y.
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terized as an unruly race, but they could only be so regarded because

of their patriotism and their love of freedom. Patriotism, however,

was not the root cause if, or initiative for, mam of them going th«

extreme lengths they recently did. They had come across numerous

evidences of disaffection amongst the Afghans, but he thought that

one of these in particular appeared to have precipitated the struggle.

It was the' failure of the Muslim appeals to England during the past

three or four years to befriend Muslim Turkey against what amounted

to the complete extinction of the Turkish Empire. Afghans were

very patriotic, but they were above anything else ardent Muslims,

and the peculiar fear they had of the final overthrow of Tslam did, to

a great extent, explain the position which arose, and which, unfor-

tunately, resulted in the war. To Afghans, the utter destruction of

Turkey meant the disappearance of the only substantially independent

Muslim power that now remained. They, as a people, did not enter-

tain any kind of bitter feeling or hostility towards the British, and it

was only the more unruly and ignorant of their number who, for the

cause mentioned, resorted to extreme measures. It must be confessed,

by those who knew them best, that they were as amenable to reason

as any if properly approached and led, and it was rather unfortunate

that, in the course of events which had been brought about, no real

attempt had been made to bring about a rapprochement of the two
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peoples, to whom friendly relations were of vital importance. Amir

Amanullah was certainly on the throne of Afghanistan to-day, but he

was by no means the man who could be regarded as the absolute

master of the situation. There was a real, living, public opinion

throughout the country which was asserting itself, and it would not

be in the best interests of peace and harmony to hold one Afghan or

the Government of Afghanistan as the only party to have been in the

wrong. The sentiments of extreme jealousy with which the Afghans

regarded any foreign interference with their internal affairs was as old

as the mountains on which they lived, and it was absolutely impossible

to think of governing them on principles which they regarded as

entirely opposed to those of absolute freedom and independence.

Evidence of this was afforded in the sufferings of the army of

Alexander during their march towards India. Alexander encountered

little opposition in the regions between Asia Minor and Persia, but

when he invaded the southern regions of Afghanistan, the fierce

mountaineers inflicted great losses on some of the seasoned regiments

of his Macedonians. After he retired from India, he avoided the

defiles of Afghanistan, and ordered his Admiral Nearchus to bring

back the bulk of his army by sea. The Pathan and Mughul Emperors

of India likewise found it extremely difficult to maintain their

dominion over this north-western province of the Empire. With the

first evidence of the weakening of the Mughul Empire, Afghans threw
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over the remaining vestige of the Imperial control that was exercised

from Delhi. With experiences like these behind them, it was sheer

waste of time, energy, and resources to adopt any measures against

these unruly people in order to impose on them any sort of foreign

control. He appealed to the faculty of the sanest British statesman-

ship to make good friends of a people who had shown ample evidences

of their friendliness when properly led. Let the British and the Indian

Governments approach the whole question in a spirit of sympathy, and

with a certain measure of imagination. Sympathy, and a desire for

co-operation on the part of England, would do far more good than

assuming an attitude of dictation towards the Afghans. Actuated by

motives of that amicable character, England would not be long in

bringing about the day when a state of real tranquillity would reign

in that .part of the world. Such a condition of things could only be

realized by mutual feelings of respect, sympathy, and co-operation on

the part of the two peoples. Afghan envoys had a great reception at

Moscow, but he was confident that the Afghans had HO sympathy

with, even if they had knowledge of, the principles of Bolshevism,

Socialism, and such like things. The appearance of the envoys at

Moscow was only a sort of passing phase. Their real sentiments were

those of an independent people, and it would be a pity if the records

of a long Anglo-Afghan friendship should be obliterated by the com-
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paratively small affair that had recently, but most unfortunately for

all concerned, broken out.

The proceedings were then concluded by the Chairman conveying

to Mr. Ikbal Al i Shah the thanks of the meeting.

THE NEW LEVANT COMPANY

AT the monthly meeting of the Central Asian Society, held on the

afternoon of Wednesday, November 19, 1919, under the chairmanship

of the Right Honourable Lord Carnock, P.O., G.C.B., the President,

the Right Honourable Sir Maurice de Bunsen, G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.,

K.C.V.O., delivered a lecture on " The New Levant Company."

The CHAIRMAN at the outset of the proceedings announced that the

next lecture of the session would be delivered at the rooms of the

Royal Society, Burlington House, as, unfortunately, the Central

Asian Society have to leave the premises which they now occupy.

Continuing, he said that it was. his pleasant duty to introduce to the

meeting his old friend Sir Maurice de Bunsen, who had kindly under-

taken to address them on the Levant Company. Sir Maurice desired

him to explain that owing to his recent absence from England, and

his numerous occupations since his return, he had been unable to

prepare a formal lecture. He therefore hoped the meeting would be

content with the conversational summary which he intended to give of

the subject with which he proposed to deal. He was sure that in

whatever form Sir Maurice de Bunsen presented his observations,

they would only be too delighted to hear them. It was a great

pleasure to them all to have an address from so distinguished a

diplomatist who had had such lengthy and varied experience in many

countries of the world.

Generated for anonymous (Library of Congress) on 2014-05-05 13:29 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019676334
Public Domain in the United States, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

Sir Maurice de Bunsen's address was in substance as follows:

The life of the old Levant Company extended from 1581 to 1825.

Since the beginning of the sixteenth century British merchants had

already made many voyages to the countries bordering the Eastern

Mediterranean, and some of these are recorded in the publications of

the Hakluyt Society. As early as 1513 there was a British Consul in

the Island of Chios. These voyages were undertaken by individual

merchants, each on his own venture, and without as yet any serious

attempt to form themselves into companies. But the age of chartered

companies was dawning. The horizons of trade enterprise had been

enormously extended by the discoveries of new worlds and new trade

routes which marked those spacious times. Individual effort no longer

sufficed. Trading charters were first granted in England to branches

of the H arise at ic League. Then followed the Merchant Adventurers,

10
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-later called the Hamburg Company, trading with the Netherlands and

Germany. The Russia Company received its charter in 1564. Most

of the North American colonies in their inception were chartered

companies. The East India Company dates from 1600, and there

were many more. But we are specially concerned to-day with

charters granted to traderp with thp T «vant. A footing had already

been taken at Aleppo by Antony Jenkmsorl, a venturesome British

merchant, sea captain, and traveller, the first Englishman, it is said,

who penetrated into Central Asia. Before doing so he had secured

valuable trading privileges at Aleppo in 1553. He was later Captain-

General of the Fleet of the Moscovy Company. Trade, however, with

the *Levant had been Inrgely conducted in Venetian vessels, which

came to our ports laden with currants and wine. A notable step in

naval architecture was taken by the building at Ragusa of

"Ragusans," corrupted into " Argosies," vessels of greater carrying

capacity than had hitherto been seen on the seas. Their size and

dignity as compared with smaller craft are noted in the opening scene

of "The Merchant of Venice," when Salarino accounts for Antonio's

sadness by suggesting that

"Your mind is tossing on the ocean,

There where your argosies with portly sail,—

Like signiors and rich burghers on the flood.
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Or, as it were, the pageants of the sea.—

Do over-peer the petty traffickers

That curtsey to them, do them reverence,

As they fly by them with their woven wings."

In 1575 one of these argosies was lost off the Isle of Wight, and it

is said that Venice for a time held back her ships from such perilous

voyages. There was a further cause for the interruption. The

Republic had imposed a heavy export duty on currants and oil carried

in.other than Venetian bottoms. England retaliated by an equal duty

on any but English vessels bringing cargoes from Venetian ports.

The trade was choked off for a time, and something had to be done to

revive it. There was also a strong political reason for opening rela-

tions with the mighty Turkish nation, now at the zenith of its power.

Spain was evidently meditating an attack on heretical England.

England might well follow the example of France, who in 1536 had

concluded important " capitulations " with Solyman the Magnificent,

and thus secured a powerful ally against the House of Habsburg. In

1579 three British merchants proceeded to Constantinople as an

embryo Turkey Company to see what could be done, Sir William

Harborne at their head. A treaty with Murad III. having been

secured for a period of five years, Letters Patent were issued (1581)

to a small company of "Merchants to the Levant," led by Sir Wm.

Osborne, " because they had found out and opened a trade in Turkey
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not known in the memory of any man now.living to be frequented by

our progenitors." The Levant Company dates from this time. In the

following year (1582) they despatched their first ship, the Great

Susan, with Sir William Harborne on board. Soon after (1587) the

Venice Trading Company was amalgamated with the Levant Com-

pany, the hitter's charter having been extended the year before to

embrace n company of fifty-three merchants, whose rights and

privileges were to be renewed every five years. A more detailed

charter, not limited in. duration, was issued to the Company by

James I. in 1606, giving them the absolute monopoly of all the trade

with the Levant, and imposing on them the obligation to admit as

members all merchants desiring to join them and willing to pay £50

towards their expenses, which included salaries of Ambassadors and

Consuls, periodical presents to the Sultans, and many other charges.

The Company was entitled "The Governor and Company of the

Merchants of England trading to the Levant seas." Its arms were a

three-masted ship under full sail between two rocks; the crest a sea-

horse ; motto, Deo Respublicte et Amicis.

In 1643 their privileges were confirmed and extended by an

ordinance of both Houses of Parliament, renewing their full and

exclusive right to appoint officers and to levy moneys on members or

strangers shipping merchandise in English bottoms.
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After a period of great prosperity there were some lean years about

the middle of the eighteenth century, and in 1753 Parliament, on

petition, again renewed .and extended the rights and powers of the

Company, which continued to prosper, until at last, in the year 1825,

it was intimated to them, in a letter from Canning couched in con-

siderate terms, and assuring them that the action of the Government

implied no blame or reproaoh, that on grounds of public expe-

diency their charter and privileges must be ended. It had become

clear that, in a new age, hostile to the idea of monopoly and privilege,

with an enlarged Eastern Question looming on the horizon and Free

Trade principles beginning to demand attention, there was no place at

Constantinople for a Company invested with special rights and attri-

butions.

The privilege enjoyed throughout (until 1803) by the Company of

selecting the Ambassadors, and through them the Consuls, of this

country in the Turkish dominions involved the corresponding duty of

paying these important officials. In 1623 the salary of the Ambas-

sador alone was i 1,800 a year. By the year 1800, when the Company

consisted of some 800 " Turkey merchants," the total of the salaries

paid by them, including those paid to the Consuls at Aleppo, Smyrna,

Alexandria, and other places, amounted to about £15,000 a year.

Of the seventeen Ambassadors who resided at Constantinople

between 1582 and 1700, Sir William Harborne was the first. He had
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already been in Turkey five years before receiving his commission,

and he then procured the first so-called " heroical letters " from the

Grand Signior inviting the friendship of the Queen of England. The

Turkey Company was established in 1579, after Murad HI. had

granted by treaty to English merchants the same freedom of traffic as

was then already enjoyed by the French, Venetians, Poles, and others.

During Harborne's embassy (1582 to 1588), a great extension of trade

facilities was obtained, as well as the redemption of many English

captives. Nash quaintly writes of him in 1598: " Who since, in the

hottest days of Leo, hath echoing noised the namo of our Island and

of Yarmouth (his birthplace) so tritonly that not an infant of the

curtailed, skin-clipping Pagans but talk of London as frequently as of

their Prophet's tomb at Mecca."

On proceeding to his post, he took out with him a letter from

Queen Elizabeth to the Sultan in which she described herself as '' the

unconquered and most puissant defender of the true faith against the

idolaters who falsely profess the name of Christ." This was an appeal

to Mussulman prejudice against image worship, which it was hoped

would induce the Sultan to throw in his lot with the Queen in her

conflict with Philip II. of Spain, and the same policy was again

pressed upon him in 1587, on the eve of the attack of the Spanish

Armada.
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Sir Edward Barton, Ambassador from 1588 to 1597, took out with

him valuable presents, paid for by the Levant Company, but sent in

the name of Queen Elizabeth, consisting of pieces of plate, cloth of

gold, etc., for the Sultan, and the Queen's portrait set in rubies and

diamonds for his Venetian Sultana Safiye. The present was acknow-

ledged by the Sultana in a letter (1594) containing the following

passage : " I send Your Majesty so honourable, and sweet a salutation

of peace, that all the flocke of nightingales with their melody cannot

attain to the like, much lesse this simple letter of mine. The singular

love which we have conceived one toward the other is like to a garden

of pleasant birds."

After the death of Murad (or Amurnth) III. in 1595, Sir Edward

Barton employed all his powers of persuasion to induce the Company

to send another set of presents in recognition of the accession of

Sultan Mohammed III. Like the last it came in the Queen's name,

but arrived only in the autumn of 1599, two years after Barton's

death, when Sir Henry Lello was' Ambassador. Barton died at his

post and was buried on the Isiand of Halki, in the Sea of Marmora.

Sir Henry Lello was received in solemn audience for the presen-

tation. This time the principal gift took the form of an ingenious

mechanical organ, built by Thomas Dallam, the founder of a great

firm of organ-builders which supplied King's College, Cambridge, and

many of the English cathedrals with organs in the seventeenth
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century. Dallam himself accompanied the present and helped to

show it off to the Sultan. There was again a present, a gilded

carriage, for the Sultana.

Of the later Ambassadors two or three may be mentioned. In

1661 the Earl of Winchilsea filled the post, "a jovial Lord," as he

was described, extremely favoured by Vizier Kiuprili. Two Viziers

of that name (1658 to 1676) restored for a time by their statesman-

ship and victories the waning fortunes of the Sublime Porte. Lord

Winchilsea obtained a renewal of the Capitulations, as also did his

successor Sir J. Finch in 1676. Sir Dudley North, son of the Lord

North of those days, after a highly successful career as a moneylender

and trader in the Levant, became Ambassador towards the end of the

seventeenth century. A hundred years later Lord Elgin received this

important appointment, and rendered to the cause of archaeology the

eminent services with which his name is associated.

Our knowledge of the history, policy, and government of Turkey is

largely indebted to a series of eminent writers employed by the Levant

Company in their official posts. An interesting volume of the publica-

tions of the Hakluyt Society, '' Early Voyagers and Travels in the

Levant," contains the diary of Master Thomas Dallam (mentioned

above), and extracts from the diaries of Dr. John Covel, later Master

of Christ's College, Cambridge, covering the years 1670-1679. Mr. J.
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Theodore Bent, author of the Introduction to these works, states that

the Company doctors used to make a special study of the plague, and

that " Russell on the Plague " was quite the standard work of its

time.

There was sometimes considerable friction with the Sublime Porte.

In 1685 the latter advanced the demand that foreigners marrying

Turkish subjects must assume Turkish nationality. The obnoxious

decree was enforced during one hundred years. Its effect was to

create a special class of Levantines, persons of British origin but

increasingly infiltrated with Levantine blood, and forbidden to leave

the country of their unwilling adoption.

A few particulars concerning the vessels used by the Levant

Company and their freights may be of interest. From an account of

their shipping sent vo Sir Robert Cecil in the early years of the

Company's existence, the following list of ships is taken:

Jewel, 180 tons

Centurion, 200 tons I _, ., , . . ...

_. „ _ , _,„ From Alexandretta with Bilks,

Rinll Exchang, 260 tons'

_' spices, cottons, etc.

(Ire.at Snmn, 260 tons

Midgett and Elizabeth, 60 tons]

900 tons in all, at £10 a ton. Total, £9,000.

Roven more ships, totalling 1,130 tons, at £7 a ton, "to owners

and maryners," cost the Company £7,910.
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From all the foregoing it was anticipated that thejjiistoms duties

would amount to £5,300.

In calling Sir Robert Cecil's attention to these figures, the Com-

pany remark on the generosity of the King of France, who paid his

Ambassador at the Porte 10,000 crowns, and always supplied the

necessary present at a cost of £3,000.

Among the many houses which they built may be mentioned the

English Embassy House at Constantinople (£ 10,000)^ foruwhich the

ground was given by the Sublime Porte in gratitude for the expulsion

Ofthe French from Egypt after the Battle of the Nile.

The far-reaehingjnfluence of the Levant Company in promoting

British commerce, and~~Hakhig-4he- namfr_ol England respected

throughout the East, has probably been under-rated, and the history

of its various activities in a connected form still awaits the attentions

of a qualified historian.

The writer in the volume of the Hakluyt publications already

referred to goes so far, in the last paragraph of his Introduction, as to

declare his opinion that, without this influence, "Greece would

probably have never succeeded in establishing her independence, and

the Mussulmans would have effectually eradicated the Christian

populations of the East."

Though the old Levant Company died in 1825, it had thrown out
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roots which have continued to the present time to supply abundant

sap to the tree of British commerce with the Near East. Before its

demise Charlton Whittall had settled in Smyrna. In 1811 the com-

pany formed by him was incorporated in the Levant Company.

Together with its Constantinople relation, it has triumphantly sur-

vived the disappearance of the old chartered company. A veritable

dynasty of Whittalls, well known to all who have been brought into

contact with Turkey during the last one hundred years, has passed on

the goodwill of the name, and developed its activities ever since.

Great services to the homeland have indeed been rendered by this

highly respected, patriotic, and enterprising band of brothers.

When the new Levant Company was formed, towards the end of

1918, the first thing it did was to establish the closest relations with

J. Whittall and Company, Limited, who possess some forty-eight

branches and agencies throughout Turkey-in-Europe and Asia Minor.

'The new Company may be described as an offshoot of the British

Trade Corporation. This powerful body was formed, it will be remem-

bered, in the early period of the war, and under the special auspices

of Lord Faringdon, in order that something might be done to remove

from British banking the reproach—to which it has been often,

whether fairly or unfairly, exposed—of withholding from British

industry the support and encouragement said to be much more freely
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accorded to German producers and manufacturers'by the banks of

that country.

The present Levant Company is surrounded by none of the

glamour and romance of its historic prototype. It enjoys none of the

ancient privileges, and pretends to no monopoly or special protection.

It is just an ordinary trading company. This is not the place for an

account of its constitution, financial position or prospects. Its object

is to keep aliveTmd-d«velop British trade with the Levant. The sense

in which the latter term.is employed will be seen from an enumera-

tion of the Company's principal agencies and branches as already

established within only a few months of its birth. In Turkey and

Asia Minor it works exclusively through Messrs. Whittall's, in which

firm it possesses a very large interest. In Greece there is the Levant

Company (Greece), Limited, with headquarters at Athens, and

branches at Salonica and other important centres. This Company was

represented at the recent Athens Exhibition with promising results.

At Salonica it has purchased the old-established firm of Whittall,

Saltiel and Company, Limited.

There are branches in Serbia, with headquarters at Belgrade;

likewise in Roumania, with promise of an early establishment in

Bulgaria. In South Russia its branches centre in Odessa, Novo-

rossisk, and Rostoff on the Don; in the Caucasus at Batoum; in
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Mesopotamia at Bagdad; in Egypt at Alexandria; in Syria and

Palestine at Beyrout and Jaffa. The Levant Company (Sudan),

Limited, has been set up at Khartoum. Early extension is hoped for

to Persia. Already imports from these regions have begun to arrive

in considerable quantities, in the form of lambskins, chrome ore,

canary-seed, copper, opium, wool, bristles, and other merchandise.

All this, to some small extent, helps to set off the much larger volume

of our Levant Company exports to those countries. The head office is,

of course, in London.

Many difficulties have stood in the way, arising largely out of the

uncertainty which still prevails as to the ultimate ownership of the

countries concerned. Who is to be the controller or mandatory for

Constantinople, Southern Russia, the Caucasus, Armenia, etc.? Till

this question is disposed of, it is difficult to make definite arrange-

ments in those areas. There is further the obstacle of the enormous

depreciation of the local currencies. Everywhere the conditions are

roughly similar—countries swept clean of everything by the war, and

incapable as yet of exporting anything to speak of; together with an

abundance of worthless paper, inconvertible into sterling. Under such

conditions the trader's lot is not a happy one. He is compelled to fall

back largely on a system of barter, if he is not to lock up his local

currency in the hope that it will some day recover its exchange value,

or invest it locally.
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Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the new Levant Company

believes that it has made as good a start as could have been expected;

its name is already well known throughout the Levant, and it is

animated with the hope that in a large measure it will succeed in

perpetuating the spirit of patriotism and enterprise which so greatly

distinguished the old association whose name it has taken the liberty

to adopt

The CHAIRMAN said thatlifter listening to the very admirable and

interesting address which Sir Maurice de Bunsen had~givcn thorn, he

was sure he was echoing the feelings of all present in wishing all

possible good-fortune to the activities of the New Levant Company.

He himself had spent some years in Constantinople and in the Near

East, and he used to watch, sometimes with anxiety, the somewhat

fluctuating fortunes of British commerce: and he had always thought

it was owing to the sturdy determination and pertinacity of British

merchants that we had been able, in very great measure, to retain our

position and to meet the most strenuous and active competition that

we had encountered. Of course, since the war, he dared say this

competition, in some quarters, would disappear for the present, or at

any rate be very greatly weakened; but he was sure that an institu-

tion and a body like the New xi.-^nt Company was most essential if

we wished to develop our commerce *,^i enterprise generally in the
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East. He agreed with Sir Maurice de Etuisen, and he quite appre-

ciated, that there is very great difficulty in not knowing who are to be

the future masters or administrators of many ot the regions in which

the Levant Company conducts its operations. But he did hope that

there would be no question of allowing any of these countries which

might have what was called " mandates " to establish preferential

tariffs or any exceptional privileges for their own nationals. The

Levant Company would have to keep a careful and watchful eye to

see that there was complete freedom of trade, and absolute equality

of commercial treatment; otherwise we might find that undue, and

perhaps unjust, competition might seriously hamper our future. He

was glad to hear that the Company was not going to restrict its

activities to its present area, but to look far into the future, and that

it hoped to extend them still farther eastwards. There was vast

scope for its activities, and he was quite sure the Levant Company

could confer immense benefit in the direction of fostering and promot-

ing British trade. From what he knew of the composition of the

Board of the Company, he thought we might be quite confident that

British interests would be amply and fully safeguarded.

Colonel A. C. YATK remarked that he did not intend to be for one

moment regarded as an authority on the Levant Company, but to

explain that as soon us he knew that Sir Maurice de Buiisetr wag to
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give the Society an address on the subject, he communicated with

. Sir William Mitchell Ramsay. Doubtless there were many in that

room who would remember that Sir William some time ago lectured

to them on " The Past History of Anatolia: a Mirror of the Future."

He was well known as one of the first authorities of the day on Asia

Minor. It had occurred to him that a man like Sir William Ramsay

would, in all probability, be an authority also on the history of the

old Levant Company, and he therefore wrote asking him to be present

on the occasion of the lecture by Sir Maurice de Bunsen. In reply

Sir William M. Ramsay had written him the following letter:

"I nave yours of the first November. Since then I have been in

London for a week and have just returned. It is, 'therefore, in the

last degree probable that I can be in London on the 19th, otherwise I

should have been extremely glad to hear Sir Maurice de Bunsen

speuk about the New Levant Company.

"The Old Levant Company is a very interesting episode in history,

and it is quite extraordinary that no account of it has ever been com-

piled. The qualifications for the historian of the Levant Company

are rather difficult to fulfil, as many of the documents on which the

history must be based are in Turkish.*

"It is remarkable that so few of the families which settled in

Smyrna and Constantinople as members of the Levant Company
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survive. The Whittalls are an astonishing exception, as their number

is very great and their ability goes on, if possible, increasing; also

their attachment to their homeland grows as the opportunities for

home education and home visits are multiplied. The Barkers, also,

I think belong to the Old Levant Company, and they still survive,

influential but far from so numerous as the Whittalls. The Charnauds

and the La Fontaines settled in Turkey as French subjects, obtained

the British citizenship by Special Act of Parliament, and still survive,

influential and very active; but I am not quite sure that they were

actually members of the Levant Company.

"Some of the greatest families, such us the Lees in Smyrna,'once

* The Quarterly Review of July, 1918, in HH article on "The Levant

Company," quotes authorities, including a work by a M. Epstein; and a

paragraph winch I will quote from Sir Edwin* Pears's "Forty Years in Con-

stantinople" (p. 240) traces "English love of justice" from the "Waring

Guard" (mostly English) of Anna Coumena's day to the era of the Levant

Company. "Their reputation for a love of justice greatly impressed the

Princess (Anna Comnena) and has been maintained ever since. The valuable

works of Paul Rycaut in the latter half of the seventeenth century, of Sir James

Porter a century later, and many other writers, might be quoted to show that

both the members of the British community and the Levant Company, which

lasted from 1603 into the nineteenth century, steadily and successfully sought

to live up to the ancient reputation of oar race."—A. C. Y.
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extremely wealthy, degenerated and died out. An old resident in

Constantinople told me that he had examined carefully the cemetery

at Constantinople in which the earliest of the Levant Company were

buried, and that he found not a single name which was known to him

among the residents of Constantinople at the present

That, said Colonel Yate, was Sir William M. Ramsay's letter,

which he thought would interest the meeting. They would observe

that it confirmed what Sir Maurice de Bu risen had said. One thing

struck him as not having been alluded to by the lecturer, "Mid that

was the power that the French Representative at Constantinople

possessed in the sixteenth century. He based Hie-little knowledge he

had of this on an article which appeared in the Quartt>rig*=lleview for

July, 1918, in which the writer pointed out that the Venetians and

the French were in that "century paramount in Constantinople, and

how great were the difficulties which awaited our Queen Elizabeth's

first Envoy, Sir William Harborne, and his successors in supplanting

that power. The article mentioned that the Venetian Envoy safe-

guarded Venetian interests solely, while the French Representative

used to protect under his flag any other foreigners who came there.

It was with this established prerogative of the French Representative

that Sir William Harborne had to contend.

He had been thinking that morning how advantageous might have
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been the presence on that occasion of the Official Representative of

some one of the countries with which the New Levant Company

would establish commercial relations. Those of them who were

members of the Geographical Society knew that it was frequently the

custom of that Society to invite the presence of the Minister or

Diplomatic Representative of the country which formed the subject of

lecture at its meetings. It occurred to him, when Sir Maurice de

Bunsen mentioned the valuable service which the Old Levant Com-

pany had rendered to Greece, at the time of its emancipation ninety

years ago from the Turkish rule, that the presence at the tune of the

Greek Minister would have been opportune. He had just one other

subject to allude to in connection with the lecture. He could not but

refer to a letter which appeared in The Times of that morning,

written by Sir Francis Younghusband. The lecturer had laid con-

siderable emphasis on the same point — viz., the uncertainty of the

future of the Middle East. Recalling the part that had been played

for a century by the so-called Buffer States of the Middle East, he

had come to the conclusion that the Buffer State System might now

be looked upon as a thing of the past. That was a subject that could

not be considered in detail at that meeting.

Mr. ROLAND L. MICHELL (C.M.G., ex-Commissioner of Limassol)

exnressed the opinion that all who had heard the lecture and had seen

THE NEW LEVANT COMPANY 29

the map by which it was illustrated must have been rather struck by

the fact that Cyprus had not been once mentioned. This, he thought,

was not surprising, in view of the fact that wherever they went they

found that very small interest was taken in the island or in its future.

And yet, if they looked at the map they could not help being

impressed with the importance of its geographical position in its

relation to the great interests involved in the Levantine seas. In the

earlier history of the Near East, that geographical position was duly

recognized, and great interest was centred in the island as well as in

all matters connected with its resources and commerce. In the con-

troversy which would inevitably 'arise as to the Powers or Power to

which the administration of the countries referred to by the lecturer

ought to be entrusted, he thought it was of paramount importance to

this country and to the people of Cyprus that that geographical

position should not be overlooked. At present a dense fog of doubt

and uncertainty appeared to be hanging over all the countries referred

to by Sir Maurice de Bunsen. Whilst, in the opinion of some, it was

natural that less interest should be taken in Cyprus than in the other

countries, he personally thought that its geographical position and its

future possibilities should not be disregarded by the New Levant

Company, or by those in Great Britain to whom the settlement of

these problems was entrusted. The possibilities of Cyprus were very
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considerable, and the fact that its commerce and resources had nob been

developed in recent as they had been in former years was no' reason

why the importance of the island should be disregarded in the future.

Sir William Ramsay had said that our tenure of Cyprus had been a

tenure of incapacity. Responsibility for this, he had no doubt, would

be placed on the right shoulders, but in the present state of uncer-

tainty it would not be wise that the attention of diplomacy should be

so fully occupied as to permit of the exclusion of all consideration of

the interests of Cyprus. As soon as that uncertainty was dispelled,

he hoped that British interests there would not be disregarded or

ignored. At present there did not appear to be any interest taken in

the island; but if they asked any of their friends who were intimately

concerned with its future they would find that, generally speaking,

their opinion was overwhelmingly opposed to its abandonment by

this country. In 1915 it was practically thrown at Greece, and wag

as practically refused by that Power. In the present circumstances

he did not think it would be of any interest to say any more about

Cyprus, but he could not help expressing the hope that those who

take an interest in the island and in its prosperity would use their

interest and their influence in opposing its cession to Greece. He

could not help thinking that such a cession would be most unwise.

Colonel Sir FRANCIS YOUNGHUSBAND, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., said he

was sure they had listened with extraordinary interest to the fascinat-
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ing lecture or address which had been given by Sir Maurice de

Bunsen. The romantic history of the Levant Company must, he was

sure, have stirred their blood as they listened to the story of those-

adventurers who went out in such tiny little ships and established our

trade in the East. Like all the traders who went out to the Levant,

to India and to Russia, in those early Queen Elizabethan days, they

did something more than merely trade, and, he had no doubt, they

succeeded in making themselves- vejy rich as a result. What was so

remarkable was that they paid attention to other things besides^trade,

and he really thought that it was the spirit of adventure which was at

the back of it all. In addition to increasing the trade of this country,

they increased its prestige in the lands they visited. They looked

after the culture, took an interest in the archaeology, attended to the

welfare and health, and combated disease amongst the people of the

countries with which they had trading relations. Obviously, then,

they had many more interests than those of trade; and, very success-

ful as they were in this, they had added enormously to the prestige

of their own country. As he listened to the address of Sir Maurice de

Bunsen, the thought struck him to contrast the past with the present.

The Old Levant Company, like the Old East India Company, went

out in times when ours was really a tiny little country, and when we

had no possessions. He thought he was right in saying that then
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beyond these islands our Empire had not yet commenced. Through

the activities of the Levant Company we came in contact with the

great Turkish Empire, and through those of the East India Company

we came in contact with the Great Moguls when they were at the

very zenith of their power—when the Turks, as Sir Maurice de Bunsen

had reminded them, were expanding not only over the greater part of

Asia, but right into Europe, to the very gates of Vienna itself; and

when the Moguls were increasing their power in India and establish-

ing at Delhi the greatest empire India had ever known. At that time

we were a very small Power, and our traders then became our

ambassadors in a very humble capacity before the great potentates

the Sultan of Turkey and the Great Mogul at Delhi. But they

seemed to have comported themselves with great dignity, and to have

carried on their trading and diplomatic service with very conspicuous

success. It was largely as the result of their ability and of their

boldness in enterprise that the British Empire as we know it to-day

had been founded. He thought, therefore, that we ought to have a

very special appreciation of the great work they had done, and he

was sure the Society were very grateful indeed to Sir Maurice de

Bunsen for having shown to them how these adventurers opened up

the gates of Central Asia. It was the hope of them all that the Levant

Company would expand not only in the Levantine seas, but would

extend its operations into Mesopotamia and into Persia. Indeed, he
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very much hoped that some of the Company 'a agencies would open up

in Central Asia, in order that we might get in London some of the

beautiful carpets and various other works of art which he had seen

there.

The CHAIRMAN thought that before the meeting separated those

who attended would join with him in expressing to Sir Maurice de

Bunsen their most cordial thanks for the very instructive, interesting,

and—as Sir Francis Younghusband had so well expressed it—fascinat-

ing lecture with which he had favoured them. Sir Maurice was a

very busy man, and his time was very fully occupied. He was sure

they all felt most grateful to him for having spared an hour and so

enabled them to spend so pleasant and instructive an evening.

Mr. E. R. P. MOON asked permission, if it was not irregular, to

second the proposition so as to raise a point which, he thought, would

be of interest to the gathering. He said that the original Levant

Company clearly was a chartered company, like so many other

companies of the period. When it was started, the Virginia Associa-

tion was knocked on the head by James I. The East India Company,

as Sir Francis Younghusband had said, went on, and he supposed that

what terminated the history of it and the Levant Company was the

fact that they were privileged and held monopolies. They had had

chartered companies in later days—the Nigeria Company and the
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British South Africa Companies were examples. So far as he had

gathered, Sir Maurice de Bunsen had not made this point as abso-

lutely clear as he had many others: Whether the New Levant

Company was an ordinary company without any monopoly, without

any privileges, just the same as the P. and O. Company or any other

company which extended British influence and trade over large and

important areas. It seemed to him exceedingly interesting that the

New Levant Company was extending its operations beyond "the

Levant seas " which suggested its name, just in the same way that

the fact that their Society, by extending its sphere of lectures beyond

Central Asia properly so called, had enabled itself to have the benefit

of a lecture such as the one they had listened to.

Sir MAURICE DE BUNSEN, in acknowledging the vote of thanks,

replied to Mr. Moon's question by saying that the Levant Company

was like any other British Company—without any privileges at all.

They had to carry on under the same terms as any other trading

company—without privileges.

The proceedings then terminated.

OBITUARY

LIET'T.-COLONEL SIR HENRY TROTTER, R.E. (Retired),

K.C.M.G., C.B.

LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR HENRY TROTTER, who died at Lucas Green Manor,

Chobham, on September 25, 1919, after a prolonged illness which,

keenly as it was felt, was as patiently borne, served his country in

many capacities, military and civil, for a period of forty-six years—

from 1860 to 1906; and, during the last twelve years of his active life

(1907 to 1918) was a steadfast supporter of and worker for the Central

Asian Society. For some ten years he was a Member of Council, and

well merited the chairmanship which he held from 1917 to 1918, and

which fittingly crowned his services to the Society.

Lieutenant H. Trotter (R.E., Bengal) left Addiscombe in 1860 for

India, and in 1863 joined the Trigonometrical Survey of that Empire.

With it he continued to serve till 1875, his two last years being put in

with Sir Douglas Forsyth in his mission to Yarkand and Kashgar

(vide " Autobiography and Reminiscences of Sir Douglas Forsyth,"

by his daughter. Richard Bentley, 1887). It was while on this

mission that Sir Henry shot the first Ovin I'oli known to have been

shot by a European, and acquired the knowledge which enabled him

to inaugurate his chairmanship of this Society with a lecture entitled,

"The Amir Yakub Khan and Eastern Turkistan in Mid-Nineteenth

Century." Yakub Khan is now almost forgotten, but in the seventies
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of the last century he was a notable figure, and our Indian Government

thought it politic to send a special mission to Kashgar to, if possible,

gain Yakub Khan's ear before our dangerous Muscovite rivals in

Central Asia had done so. From that employ Captain Trotter paused in

1870 to special service in China, and thence to net as Assistant Military

Attach^ at Constantinople during the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78.

In that capacity he accompanied the Turkish armies throughout the

campaign in Asia Minor, and, among other things, witnessed the

capture by the Russians and isturn by them to the Turks in 1878 of

Erzeroum, a town which the Russians captured for the third time

during the late war, and which again has slipped through their fingers.

Many members oi the Society will remember Sir Henry's confident

prediction that Erzeroum could not be taken in winter, and his good-

humoured admission a few weeks later that he would have done

better to resist the temptation to prophesy.
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The years of 1878 to 1894 saw him employed, first for four years

in Kurdistan—which recently has acquired a sickening notoriety for

the murder of British officers—then at Scio, then for seven years as

Military Attache at Constantinople, and finally (1890-94) as Consul.

General in Syria. During his last twelve years of official work (1894-

1906) he was British Delegate on the European Commission of the

Danube mid H.B.M. Consul-General foi; Koumania. During that

period he frequently acted as H.B.M. Charge d'Afiaires at Bucharest.

He was in his earlier days a keen sportsman and one of the few who,

in the latter half of the nineteenth century, had shot a lion in Gujerat.

It is to be regretted that the railway strike prevented the corps of

Royal Engineers from paying to him those honours at his funeral

which it was their wish to pay.

I cannot do better than conclude this with a quotation from the

tribute paid to Sir Henry in The Times of October 4 last by the

Kev. H. P. Cronshaw, Rector of St. James', Piccadilly:

"Settling in London after his retirement, he served on numerous

councils, including those of the Royal Geographical, Central Asian,

and Roy Hi Asiatic Societies, the Palestine Exploration Fund, and the

S.P.G., while his experience and help were at the disposal of many

charities. In spite of advancing years, he took an active interest in

many war organizations, and was consulted by the Government on
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questions of Eastern policy; and having been spared to witness the

triumph in the late war of the country he had served so well, he

passed away very peacefully. He is mourned, not only as a soldier,

diplomatist, and scientific explorer, but as the embodiment of all that

is typical and best in the English character, and as a pattern of valiant

and true knighthood. Courteous and sympathetic, with a delightful

sense of humour, he was universally loved and respected by numerous

colleagues and friends, and for them his simple, upright character will

remain an inspiration and an ideal."

A. C. YATK.

A LONG ARM THROUGH THE

WILDERNESS*

A LECTURE full of interest was read on February 12 at the Central

Asian Society by Lieutenant-Colonel Webb Ware, C.I.E., F.R.G.S.,

F.S.A., on " The Nushki Railway and Some of the Problems with

which it Deals.'' The lecturer, a distinguished officer of the Indian

Political Service, has had the advantage of constant employment for

twenty years in the peculiar tract of country with which his lecture

deals. In or about 1896 Colonel (then Lieutenant) Webb Ware was

placed on special duty for the exploration and development of the

bncient trade route between South-Eastern Persia and Northern India,

which is now generally known as the Seistan trade route. The route

dates from prehistoric times when Seistan, as its buried remains show,

was a fertile tract supporting a large population. The old route, traces

of which still exist, with buildings, beacon towers, and other acces-

sories of ancient travel, was used by Alexander the Great for the

transport from India of one of his armies, while others were withdrawn

by the Persian Gulf and by its coast-line. Colonel Webb Ware, in

dealing with the country traversed by the route, possesses an experi-

ence and authority which, in the days of rapid transfers of officers in

the Indian services from one sphere of duty and locality to another,

are as welcome as they are rare.

For the proper understanding of the problems of the lecture a
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study of the published maps of Northern India, Southern Persia, and

Afghanistan is essential. We are dealing with great distances;

and distance, coupled with the unusual features, climatic and physical,

of the regions under notice, is the main factor in the problems of the

future. If we take, as we conveniently may, the Arabian sea coast-

line and the eastern coast of the Persian Gulf as the basis of our

examination, we can readily arrive at some measure of grasp of the

problems involved. It was from the Mesopotamian region and

the head of the Persian Gulf that the Baluch tribes, now settled in

Northern India, had their first known origin. Thence they were driven

out and passed over the Persian coast littoral and hinterlands to the

tracts which they inhabit at the present time.

The Nushki Railway, the subject of the lecture, is a branch line.

* By kind permission of the Editor of the Spectator, March 22, 1919.
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It takes ofi from the main line of the North-Western. State Railway in

India which connects Karachi Harbour with the great military depot

at Quetta. This it leaves at a point a little south of Quetta. The

Nushki branch is a short one, sixty miles or thereabouts. It descends

the hills between the Quetta uplands and the plain below, the fall

exceeding two thousand feet. Nushki, which lies to the south-west of

Quetta, is the Indian gate of t)i» trade route which runs thence, due

west, for upwards of four hundred miles within British limits until the

Persian border is reached. Nushki is thus in close rail connection with

Quetta, and easy, though distant (Quetta to Karachi, circa four

hundred and fifty miles), rail communication with Karachi and the

HUU. With the rest of India rail communication lies over the Indus

bridges. The Nushki branch was constructed in 1903-4 in the

Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon. Its commercial object was the further

development of the trade route. Goods carried over this passed, camel

borne, up the hills to Quetta. The road was exceedingly steep and

difficult, and the rigour of the climate very injurious to the animals.

The removal of these obstacles was essential if a land trade between

South-Eastern Persia, South-West Afghanistan, and Northern India

was to be seriously encouraged.

At Nushki, then, the lecturer's trade route now begins. It is

satisfactory to note that the value of the trade carried over it has risen
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since the opening of the railway from six lakhs of rupees to sixty

lakhs (roundly, half a million sterling). Rates are low, and special

facilities are given to merchants who use the route. From 1904 to

1916 the extension of the railway line beyond Nushki remained in

abeyance. The country from Nushki westwards towards the Persian

border is an immense desolate tract with little to commend it sav» a

fairly flat surface. It is without trees, towns, villages, and even

wholesome water. It is exposed to burning heat in summer, swept by

hot winds and dense sand-storms. The winter storms are cold and

bitter, and apt to render travel by road impossible. On the northern

side the Afghan border flanks the route throughout its length. Little

is known of the country within it. To the south lies Baluchistan

country, largely desert and quite undeveloped. At Robat, four

hundred miles from Nushki, the point is reached where the British,

Afghan, and Persian borders join hands. One hundred miles to the

north-west of Robat lies Nasratabad, the chief town and headquarters

of Persian Seistan and the seat of a British Consulate.

In the course of the war the extension of the railway from Nushki

to Robat became a question of prime importance. German agents, as

well as Turkish forces in the north, entered Persia and penetrated to

the regions with which we are dealing. As many as seven of the

branches of the Imperial Bank of Persia were closed, as the towns

were seized by forces under German agents, by whom a heavy cam-

36 A LONG ARM THROUGH THE WILDERNESS

paign of propaganda was opened and carried into Afghanistan. The

history of this period has yet to be published. A British force,

however, was sent into South-Eastern Persia from the Persian Gulf,

and cleared the country of German agents as far as Herman, and

probably beyond it. In 1916 the extension of the railway from Nushki

to liobat was commenced. It was completed in 1918. The despatch

of troops to that point was thus immensely facilitated. Robat has

since formed an important railhead whence Indian forces can be

despatched north to distant Meshed (six hundred and fifty miles), and

to places beyond it which are outside the scope of this article.

Thus the lecturer has had the satisfaction of seeing the attainment

of the/ object for which he has laboured so long and undergone so much.

The physical difficulties of the Seistan trade route have been con-

quered. The days of long weary marches are done. The whistle and

smoke of the engine have succeeded the camel bells and dust of the

caravans. The statesmanship that projected the Nushki extension is

justified by results. Grave dangers have been averted, and a valuable

strategical point effectively occupied at Robat. An immense tract of

border country has been brought into touch with the civilizing influence

of the railway. The achievement is a great one, and the lecturer's;

share in it evokes our unstinted admiration.

What are the problems of the Nushki Railway at present? One
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would say rather of the Robat Railway, for Robat is now the outer

railway gate. They may be simply stated. Should the line remain as

it is, with Robat for the terminal? Should it be extended? If so, in

what directions and to what points? As to the first of these questions,

it may be said at once that, as a commercial project, the line has yet

to prove its value. The trade of the desolate country through which

it passes is growing, it is true; but it is still insignificant. The earnings

of the line can bear no relation to the cost of construction and of

maintenance. There are possibilities of the discovery of minerals, salt

in particular, in the country which the line serves or approaches. But

while the line remains as it is no considerable growth of commercial

traffic appears likely for some time to come.

Should the line from Robat be extended? Here two courses are

open. The first is a continuation of the line to the south to a point on

the Persian Gulf coast, probably Charbar: the second an extension to

the north in the Meshed direction. In both cases the line would lie in

Persian territory, and the Ptrsian Government would have to be taken

into partnership. Afghan territory might be touched or approached in

the latter case, and Afghan hostility to any railway has hitherto proved

invincible. But, apart from delicate international questions, it may be

pointed out that a southern extension to a petty roadstead on a barren

coast has little to commend it. The country to be traversed is rough,

hilly, and uapsoductive; the distance (probably four hundred and fifty
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miles) jmmense; and the climate similar to that of the long stretch

between Rob at and NushM. Moreover, such an extension would

necessarily deflect traffic from the costly line which has been already

built. Sea transport from a gulf roadstead would be far cheaper for

goods sent to or coming from Europe and Western India than the long

land journey via Robat, Nushki, and Karachi. A southern extension

from Robat can well wait.

As to a northern extension, the political advantages of rail

connection between Robat and Meshed are obvious: the distance,

however, is immense (six hundred and fifty miles). The first section

would lie between Robat and Nasratabad in Seistan. There is much

to be said for this portion of the project: the capacity for development

by scientific irrigation of the great lacustrine basin of Seistan is

undoubted. The. multiplied production of grain in this one large oasis

in a barren and dry land would prove an untold blessing to its people

and their Governments. Of this extension we are strongly in favour,

and would express the hope that any difficulties which may delay its

progress will not be insurmountable. An object-lesson, in the shape of

a personal visit to one or more of the great canal colonies of Northern

India by representatives of the Persian and Afghan Governments, is a

method which should, we think, remove doubts and misunderstand-

ings, and tend to restore Seistan to a condition which it once enjoyed,
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and may yet enjoy again. As to a further northward extension, it may

be noted that, until Meshed is approached, the country traversed is

far from fertile, and only two towns of any importance, Kain and

Tarbat-i-Haidari, are to be met with on the way.
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A. C. YATE, HON. SBC.

CENTRAL ASIAN SOCIETY

THE Council of the Central Asian Society desires to call the atten-

tion of the readers of its Journal to the importance of Eastern

affairs in the world's settlement. The Society affords its Members

a unique opportunity, not only for hearing and reading the opinions

of experts, but also for a free discussion of the various problems at

its meetings. Those readers of the Journal who are not already

Members of the Society are cordially invited to join, while all

Members are asked to induce their friends who are either interested

in Eastern affairs or have particular expert knowledge to become

Members.

All applications for Membership should be addressed to—

The ASSISTANT SECRETABY,

CENTRAL ASIAN SOCIETY,

74, Grosvenor Street, W. 1.
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A. C. YATE, HON. SEC.

BOLSHEVISM AS I SAW IT AT TASHKENT

IN 1918

Bv SIB GEOBQE MACARTNEY, K.C.I.E.

N.B.—This lecture was delivered on June 11, 1019, at 22, Albemarle Street,

the chair being taken by the Bight Hon. Lord Carnock, P.O., O.C.B. Until it

was known that Lieutenant-Colonel F. M. Bailey was out of reach of Bolshevist

animosity, it was not deemed wise or right to publish .this lecture.—A. C. Y.

RUSSIAN Bolshevism is a subject on which the Press of this country

has kept the public so well posted that I need make no attempt here

to deal with its general aspect, or with what may be called euphe-

mistically its intellectual side.

But it may be of interest if I relate a few personal experiences I

had, first in Chinese Turkistan in 1917-18, and later on at Tashkent

in the autumn of 1918, when I came into more or less close quarters

with Bolshevist activities.

I was at my post at Kashgar when the Tsar abdicated in March,

1917, and well do I remember the effect the news produced on the

native Mahammadan population—mutual congratulations, a sense of

exultation that the war in which Turkey played so important a part

should have resulted in the downfall of the Autocrat of all the

Russias. "Mahammadans were free once more," it was said in the

bazaars; '' Islam had come into its own.'' Everyone then thought

that Russian Turkistan would turn into an independent Mahammadan
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State, or at least would unite with the Tartar Government of Kazan.

During the short-lived Kerensky regime there was the same feeling of

hope and triumph. Then strange rumours reached Kashgar that

General Kuropatkin, Governor-General at Tashkent, had been

arrested by his soldiers, despite the fact that he had given his

adherence to the new Socialistic regime under Kerensky. The

Kashgarians were puzzled as to the meaning of this event; nor were

they less so when it became known that the soldier? who had laid

hands on the Governor-General were' men styling themselves Red

Guards. It was only after some little time .that we at Kashgar

realized that the Kerensky Government had no sooner come into

existence at Tashkent than it was upset and replaced by a number of

local men, clerks and railway employees, giving themselves out as

Bolshevists. Still, without knowing precisely what the Bolshevist

movement portended, the Mahammadans of Kashgar were disposed

to keep an open mind;—perhaps, after all, the men who had seized

the power were champions of political liberty, and this not merely for

the Russian^, but for the natives as well. But they were again
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thrown into a state of doubt when, at about the end of December,

1917, the Ulmjh Turkistan, a Turki newspaper at Tashkent under

Bolshevist control, published an appeal to all Mahammadans under

foreign yoke, be they in China or in India, to rise and throw off that

yoke, and proclaim their independence from their oppressors. Of

course, as soon as the Chinese authorities became aware of the

circulation of this inflammatory matter in the bazaars, they took

precautions. But in reality none were needed; so flat did the crude

Bolshevist manifesto fall in Kashgaria that it failed to disturb the

country even with a ripple of unrest.

But it was otherwise in Russian Turkistan, where truly it may be

said the Bolshevists were hoist on their own petard.

Taking the Bolshevists at their own word, some of the educated

Mahammadans in Ferghana tried to form an autonomous Government

under the presidency of a Kirghiz named Tanishbaieff; and meetings

were held, at which the point was mooted whether the old royal

family of Kokand should be re-established. But before the Kokandis

had had time to take serious action, Red Guards from Tashkent

pounced on them, and, declaring that a backward race like the

natives of Turkistan had no business to think of self-government, fired

on Kokand with artillery, destroyed half of the town, looted the

merchants' quarters, killed several hundred defenceless natives, and
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carried off some millions of roubles in gold; and all this was done

before there were even signs of a native rising. I believe this

happened about the end of November, 1917. When the news of the

Bolshevist treatment of the town of Kokand reached Kashgar, wide-

spread was the indignation; and it grew none the less strong when it

was known that some twenty Kashgarians had perished in the flames,

and had had all their belongings looted by the Red Army. "And so,"

it was said, "we Musulmans in China are to rise and throw off the

Chinese yoke, whilst our co-religionists in Russian Turkistan are to

remain Bolshevist slaves."

This revulsion of feeling was intensified by a further incident.

The Bolshevists at Tashkent had sent emissaries to Bukhara.

These emissaries seized all the gold they could lay hands on in the

Russo-Asiatic Bank; but, not content with that, they made a

proposal, rather forcibly urged, to the Amir—not, indeed, that he

should give self-government to his country, but that he should hand

over to the Soviet Republic the contents of his treasury. Unfor-

tunately the Amir could not see eye-to-eye with the Bolshevist

representatives in the matter, and he signified his disapproval of the

emissaries' proposal by having one of them taken > the top of a minaret

and hurled down from it. The Bolshevist answer was the despatch of

troops to Bukhara. Several encounters took place, with heavy losses

on both sides. But when the Bolshevists noticed that the ranks of
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the Bukharan Army were being increased'by Afghan volunteers, and

that the Amir had asked assistance of Kabul, they stopped their

blackmailing, having made the opportune discovery that, after all,

Bukhara was a native State, and, not being an integral part of

Russian Turkistan, the call to present to it the millennium was not

as urgent as it might otherwise have been.

These events which I followed at Kashgar bring me down to_the

spring of 1918, and realizing, as we then did, what an organized force

for disorder was rife in Russian Turkistan, with no aim but the

spoliation of the rich and the dissemination of literature for the

creation of class warfare anywhere and everywhere, my colleague,

Mr. Uspensky, Russian Consul-General—than whom there can be no

stauncher pro-Ally—and I thought that it was high time to suggest to

the Chinese local authorities some measures for preserving Kashgar

from the Bolshevist danger. This seemed all the more necessary

because a constant stream of Sarts from the disturbed area in

Ferghana was crossing the Tienshan range and practically forcing its

way into Kashgar, regardless of Chinese passport restrictions; and it

was impossible to discriminate who among the travellers were bona-

fide refugees, and who were simply the native riff-raff that had

followed, and then deserted, the Red Army, making off possibly with

looted property.
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Besides this, indications were not wanting that the Tashkent

Soviet were devoting a certain amount of special attention to Kashgar.

On the Kashgar-Ferghana border they were busily engaged in estab-

lishing a cordon of soldiers on whom they thought they could depend,.

The Pamir garrison, which ordinarily consisted of Cossacks, was

replaced by a detachment of Austrian war prisoners who had taken

service in the Red Army. And Red Guards had similarly ousted the

Cossacks at Gulcha, on the Kashgar-Osh caravan route; and they

were being pushed up to the very frontier at Irkishtam, where

Bolshevist signallers were already in occupation of the telegraph

office. At the same time, some of my personal friends in the Russian

community at Kpshgar were honoured by the Soviet with notifications

of the establishment of "The Turkistan Soviet Republic in the

Russian Federation," and with offers to be taken into the Soviet

service. Well do I remember the wry face made by my Russian

colleague when he received a note from the Bolshevist Commissary

for Foreign Affairs intimating to " Tavarishchi " Uspensky (Comrade

Uspensky) that official correspondence concerning the Turkistan

Republic should in future be sent to the office of the People's

Commissary for Foreign Affairs at Tashkent, to which intimation

"Comrade " Uspensky replied that, owing to a previous engagement

with the Omsk Government, he must forgo the pleasure, etc. Then

the manager of the Russo-Asiatic Bank at Kashgar got an intimation
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that that institution was in future to be known, not as the Russo-

Asiatic, but as the People's Bank. Another friend of mine in an

honoured position in the Russian colony was informed that the title

of Commissary had been conferred on him—an honour of which he

•was singularly unappreciative. And that the Chinese authorities

might not feel neglected by a want of Bolshevist attention, my old

.and highly esteemed friend, Chu Taj en, the Taotai of Eashgar, was

the recipient of a telegram from the Bolshevist Foreign Affairs

Commissary suggesting that China should establish a Consulate at

.Tashkent to watch over the interests of the numerous Chinese citizens

in that town. Chu Taotai was, however, too old a diplomat to be

caught by so palpable a ruse to gain China's recognition of the

Bolshevist regime; so he politely wired back to the Commissary that

Kashgar was not the place where a matter of such importance could

'be treated, and that, under the circumstances, the Commissary would

be well advised to go to Peking, the headquarters of the Chinese

Government.

All this happened just at the time when the war was passing on

to its most critical stage; and though Kashgaria remained unruffled,

yet precautions had to be taken; and we took the following:

The Chinese authorities were induced to close communications

with the conterminous Russian province of Ferghana by the despatch
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of troops to the frontier posts in the Tienshan Mountains, these

troops being ordered to turn back all and sundry, except Chinese

subjects who could prove their status by their Chinese passports.

Then the Chinese, the Russians, and the British combined in organ-

izing a censorship of letters and newspapers going to and fro between

Kashgar and Ferghana through the Russian post.

At the same time the British Consulate, which till then was

unprotected, was furnished by the Government of India with a guard

of thirty sepoys from the Kashmir Imperial Service troops. And lest

Bolshevist agents, amongst whom there was a goodly sprinkling of

Germans and Austrians, should, disguised as natives, attempt to

penetrate into Hunza, and to tamper with the tribes in the Gilgit

Political Agency, we continued to keep on the Taghdumbash Pamir a

small body of Hunza scouts to bar the road. (These are splendid

fellows, so active and businesslike; and I well remember the trick

they played in 1916 on a German and an Austrian officer who,

travelling as Norwegians, had made their Way across from

Shanghai to Turkistan on the benevolent mission of scattering gold

sovereigns among the Afghans and of instructing these people the way

they should go. The Hunza men pretended to be Afghan soldiers,

and as the German officers were in some doubt as to the road to

Wakhan, the Hunza scouts undertook to act as guides for them, and

guided them into Gilgit and into the arms of the British representa-
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five there.) Another measure that waa taken against (iermano-

Bolshevist activities was the speeding-up of communications between

Kashgar and India by the establishment in the British Consulate of

a wireless receiving apparatus; so that, when the Armistice waa

signed, people at Kashgar knew about it almost as soon as did the

people in London. _

Modest as these steps were, there can be no doubt tnat, at n

critical time, they did have a steadying effect, not only on Chinese

Turkistan, but also on our own Kashmir border.

Still, for the safeguarding of the Indian Frontier from the north,

other measures also had to be taken, and these, not at Kashgar, bat

further west in Russian Turkistan.

In May, 1918, the Germans had established a military dictator-

ship in the Ukraine, and the port of Rostoff, on the Sea of Azov, had

passed into their hands. In Caucasia, too, the Turks were advancing

on Baku, and it was doubtful if the small detachment we had sent

there via Enzeli would be able to hold their own. Altogether, the

situation was such that if the German Berlin-Byzantium-Baghdad

scheme had broken down, the alternative one of Berlin-Batum-Baku-

Bukhara wore, at any rate, a promising appearance. Who knew but

that at any moment the enemy might not cross, via Krasnovodsk,

into Transcaspia and take possession of the Russia Central Asian
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Railway? From Merv, which is on that railway, it is only a short run

to Khushk, and Khushk is on the very border of Afghanistan.

These possibilities were certainly in the air; and yet we in

England and in India had little or no means of knowing the condition

of things in Russian Turkistan, the country on the very border of

Persia and of Afghanistan—and threatened with an enemy invasion.

In order to keep ourselves au courant of events there, we decided to

send openly a Mission to Tashkent, the once beautiful capital of

Russian Turkistan, but now a stronghold of Bolshevism. You will be

specially interested to hear that a member of the Central Asian Society

was the head of the Mission. Colonel F. M. Bailey, C.I.E., has

already made his mark as an explorer in Tibet and South-West China,

and is one of those officers in the Indian Political Department on whose

ability Government rely to extricate themselves from a tight corner

into which duty sometimes leads one, by a reliance, not so much on

Government assistance as on their own tact and ingenuity. With

Bailey were Major P. T. Etherton, of the Gurwal Rifles, author of

"Through Mongolia," and Major L. V. S. Blacker, of the Guides—

both experienced travellers in Central Asia.

They arrived at Kashgar from India in June last year; but as I

was then going on leave, it was arranged that Major Etherton should

not proceed to Tashkent, but remain at Kashgar to officiate as H.M.

Consul-General; whilst I should, as soon as I should have made over
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charge, and before going on leave, follow Bailey and Blacker to

Tashkent, introduce them to the Bolshevist authorities, and generally

help them to get themselves established in their dangerous sur-

roundings

Bailey and Blacker left Kashgar for Tashkent on July 24, and

that there might be no misunderstanding, through language diffi-

culties, with the Russian border officials—not a few of whom had,

as a matter of necessity, and not of conviction, accepted Bolshevism,

but this in a dilution only just strong enough to insure the preservation

of the substances known as bread and butter—I got Mr. Stephanovich,

Secretary of the Russian Consulate-General, to go with the British

officers and pilot them through the region, just within the Russian

border, where Bolshevism was more feigned than real. As matters

turned out, it was well that that precaution had been taken; for even

before the Mission set out from Kashgar, there were the wildest

rumours among the Russian Kirghiz in the Tienshan Mountains, and

even in the Soviets at Osh and Andijan, that a British-Indian force,

12,000 strong, was advancing through the Pamirs to deliver Ferghana

from the Bolshevists, and that the officers leaving Kashgar for Tash-

kent were a sort of advance guard sent to make preliminary recon-

naissances. But, thanks to the personal influence which Mr.

Stephanovich possessed with the quasi-Bolshevist officials, not only

Generated for anonymous (Library of Congress) on 2014-05-05 13:29 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019676334
Public Domain in the United States, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

did the Mission pass through Irkishtam, Osh, and Andijan unmolested

and unchallenged, but was even given assistance to entrain for

Tashkent, where it arrived without any mishap at the end of August.

Bailey and Blacker lost no time in announcing their presence to

the Foreign Affairs Commissary. The reception they got was

decidedly cool, not to say hostile. By whom was the Mission sent?

it was asked. What papers had it besides the passport issued by the

British Consul at Kashgar? To which Bailey answered that he had

been sent by the British Consul, and that the Consul himself was on

his way to Tashkent and would explain the object of the Mission. It

was just a touch and go that they were not arrested forthwith as spies.

I did not keep the Bolshevists waiting long. As soon as I had

received the approval of Government to my proceeding to Tashkent I

left Kashgar, and performed the journey in twelve days, arriving at

Tashkent some ten days after Bailey and Blacker.

I fear that I have no stirring adventures to relate in connection

with that journey. To while away the monotony of marching through

the Tienshan, there was, it is true, to preoccupy one's mind, a

gang of some sixty armed robbers — Russians and natives of

Margillan—looting the Kirghiz and carrying off their women. They,

however, took no notice of my caravan. But when I got to the

station at Andijan, I discovered that railway travelling was no easy

matter. Owing to the general disorganization and to an alarming
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shortage of naphtha, trains ran only at irregular intervals, and when

a train did start, the rush was fearful. Everyone scrambled in as beet

he could, some through the.doors and others through the windows;

nnd as the inside of the carriages soon became choke-full, a dense

mass of humanity invaded the carriage-roofs, on which they stood or

squatted. I, however, did not fare badly in this crush. Through a

lavish distribution of bribes, which cost twenty times more than my

railway tickets, I secured a coupe for myself, my two servants, and

my baggage—there was no luggage van to the train. But just as I

was congratulating myself on the prospect of a comfortable journey

to Tashkent, lot a fair Bolshevist, half stifled in the corridor,

forced her way into my coupe; and seeing all the available space

lumbered up with my luggage, opened (very naturally) a volley of

abuses on me. In vain I pleaded that the coupe was for two only,

and that there were already three of us in it, not to mention that the

Railway Commissary at Andijan had had the coupe specially reserved

for me. Still, I said I would do my best to make room for her. "Oh

yes," she screamed, " you are a bourgeois, and you think you can do

what you like because you have money. Turkistan is no longer the

bourgeois' country, but the people's. And if you say much more "—

though I had scarcely opened my mouth—" I'll have you thrown on

the lines—you, your servants, and your baggage. Do you know who
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I am?" she asked theatrically. "I am the wife of the Commissary

for all the railways in Turkistan." (What she said was quite true, as

I found out later on at Tashkent, where I saw her husband, who,

however, did not carry out his wife's threat about throwing me out on

.the lines, but, on the contrary, placed at my disposal, three weeks

later, on my return journey from Tashkent to Andijan, not only a

coupe, but an entire railway carriage.) However, the Bolshevist lady

soon simmered down; and when the train stopped at the Chernaevo

Junction, and I went out and fetched some hot water for her tea-kettle,

she was all sweetness; and by the time we reached Tashkent, I had

learnt from her not a little about the new condition of things in the

town, and also a thing of which I had no notion when I started' from

Kashgar—namely, the appearance of Indian troops at Askabad, about

which she showed me an indignant paragraph in a Bolshevist news-

paper.

This bit of news, so casually obtained, caused me some anxiety;

and it was with thoughts of th, effect that our proceedings at Askabad

might have on the Bolshevist reception of Bailey and Blacker that I

went to join them at Tashkent. They were, however, very jolly; and

I found they had already itruck up quite a number of friendships in

the Russian and non-Russian communities. Perhaps, even after this

lapse of time, it may be inadvisable to particularize; but no harm can

;be done by my mentioning Mr. Tredwell, the American Consul, who
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helped us in every way, and with whom I had the pleaaantest

relations during the three weeks I was at Tashkent.

It goes without saying that the presence of three British officials

at Tashkent did not escape the attention of the Bolshevist press—all

other organs had been ruthlessly suppressed—and the greetings we

received were by no means cordial. We were called the scoundrelly

English, the plunderers of India, whose millions we treated with

brilliant contempt. Now, it was pointed out, our attention had been

turned to the Turkistan Republic, because " the Soviet existed there

as a forge of a revolution which at any moment could call into

existence serious trouble for the British, and could smash England's

power as a colonial Empire." And what cool insolence, too, that

whilst Indian sepoys were aiding and abetting the Turkomans to

fight the Red Army at Askabad, we should be sending a Mission to the

Soviet Republic! Many things needed explaining before that Mission

could be received, etc.

Whilst the Naaha Qasetta was indulging in these invectives,

another paper, printed in German, and known as the Volker Freiheit,

which formally announced itself as " the organ of the German Group

of the Russian Communistic Party," published daily articles on

Marxism, summoned the proletariat of all countries to unite in their

warfare against Capitalism, and incessantly urged the Austrian war
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prisoners in Turkistan to join the ranks of the Red Army and carry on

the war against the capitalist Government of Great Britain.

It was with the political atmosphere at Tashkent at this tension

that I accompanied Colonel Bailey and Major Blacker to call on the

Foreign Affairs Commissary Damagatsky on August 26. We were

well enough received, and we explained the objects of the Mission,

about which we were quite frank, viz.:

1. To procure information on the advance of the Germans in the

Ukraine and of the Turks towards Baku, seeing that the invasion of

Russian territory in those directions by our enemies was a matter of

grave concern to us, and could well have a bearing on the tranquillity

of the Afghan and Indian borders.

2. To report on the behaviour of the German and Austrian war

prisoners, and on the steps the Soviet were taking to keep them

interned, and to prevent them from escaping into Persian and Afghan

territories.

8. To report on the disposal of the raw cotton in Turkistan, of

which some fifteen million poods were said to be lying in Ferghana

'and Samarkand. As was well known to the Soviet, the Germans

were after this cotton, and we should like to know what the Soviet

proposed doing with this important war material.

4. To watch over the interests of British subjects in Turkistan,

-the Mission using its influence informally with the Soviet to prevent
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British subjects from suffering a repetition of those hardships and

losses to which they were subjected when Kokand was attacked only

a few months ago.

Generally, we were interested in knowing how far the Soviet of

Turkistan were able or were willing to maintain an attitude of

neutrality in the war between the Entente and the Central Powers.

As for myself personally, I did not, I explained, belong to the

Mission; but as a British Consul, I wished to introduce it to the Soviet

before I went on leave to India; and I hoped the Soviet would be

disposed to accord to it a friendly, though informal, reception.

Informal, I added, because the Mission itself, which had no power to

recognize the Republic officially, could only treat with the Soviet in

Tashkent in an informal way.

Damagatsky was very guarded in his utterances, and what he said

—at first, at least—was in such general terms that little or nothing

could be made of it. But he was not backward with his questions.

Were the Afghans likely to interfere in the affairs of Turkistan? And

what was the meaning of British activity at Askabad, where it was

reported that twenty British officers, with machine guns, had

appeared, and were taking part on the side of the Turkomans in the

fight against the Soviet troops? Well, I replied, there was the wire-

less at Tashkent, and there was also the wireless in India; and if the
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Government of India were asked for explanations, they would surely

give them; but of one thing Mr. Damagatsky might rest assured—as

the Germans were on Russian territory, if we had come there, too, it

would be for strategical reasons connected with the war against our

enemy.

The upshot of this interview was that Damagatsky said that,

though personally he was in favour of the Mission being received, he

would have to refer the matter to the Soviet.

This reference took a long time; but we soon had an inkling of

the cause of delay. We discovered that, in the main, there were

two parties in the Soviet. The one consisted of the out-and-out

Bolshevists, men of the type that made the Brest-Litovsk Treaty, and

would not mind if they sold the whole of Russia to Germany; the other

party, known as the Left Socialist Revolutionists, though Bolshevists

on most points, still wished to keep Russia for the Russians, and in

a lukewarm way talked of continuing the war against Germany.

•Damagatsky was one of these, and his party was inclined to keep an

open mind as to the reception of the Mission; whilst the other,

whose spokesman was one Tobolin, was all for having us arrested as

•{lies. Such was the contention over us that for a time the Left

Socialist Revolutionists threatened to resign if hands were laid

on us. Anyhow, between the two parties, we remained in com-

Darative security, though, to say the truth, we had thought it
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advisable to make preparations for making ourselves scarce, should at

any moment we receive warning that the Red Guards were on our

heels.

Whilst we were being kept thus on the qui vive, we received a

message from Damagatsky that the Chairman of the Commissaries

desired to see us at the White House, as is now called the residence

where ci-devant Governors-General represented the majesty of Russia

in the days before her humiliation.

We accordingly went, and when we arrived we were conducted

by a few slovenly dressed Red Guard soldiers through what must have

been, under the old regime, the Throne Room; and then, after we

had.passed through a succession of corridors, we were ushered into a

small sitting-room with a bed in one corner and a writing-desk in

another, behind which latter sat a young man dressed in a brown

greasy blouse. This was Kolaeseff, ex-sergeant-major of the Tzarist

Army, now the successor in power to General Kuropatkin, and for all

purposes the President of the Republic and the most influential man

in Turkistan. (He was, it is said, on the Merv front in January of the

present year leading the Bolshevists against us, and it is just possible

that some of our own officers came then into very close quarters

with him.)

He greeted us coldly, and began immediately to question me as to
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the objects of the Mission; and to him I gave the same explanation as

I did to Damagatsky. He made no comments on what was developing

on the Askabad front, but he denounced roundly our action at Arch-

angel as tantamount to a declaration of war on the Soviet Republic of

Russia, and wondered how this action was to be reconciled to our

despatch of an ostensibly friendly Mission to Tashkent. But when it

was pointed out to him that the move was directed against Germany,

whose troops were already in Finland, Kolaeseff said nothing more.

The interview began rather badly; and when Kolaeseff said in an

excited tone that, in his opinion, the Mission was quite unnecessary, I

certainly thought that we had been finely trapped, and I had visions of

the interior of a Bolshevist jail. However, things took an unexpected

turn for the better; what caused it I don't know. Certain it is that it

suddenly occurred to Kolaeseff to hope that the Mission might be the

means of fostering communication and friendship with India, adding

that he would refer for orders to Moscow whether it should.be received,

and that, in the meantime, it would be treated with consideration.

This interview took place on September 1, and a fortnight after-

wards I left Tashkent for India, travelling back into Chinese territory,

and thence onwards to Gilgit and Kashmir. Blacker had been in bad

health all the time he was in Kashgar and Tashkent; and as Bailey

thought that he had better go back with me, Blacker and I returned

together. When Bailey and Tredwell and some other friends of ours
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BHW us off at the Tashkent Railway Station on the afternoon of

September 14, Bailey was going strong, and as he had got tired of his

hotel life, was making arrangements for taking a house at Tashkent.

His position then seemed fairly tenable, though there was no disguis-

ing the fact that it might at any moment develop into one of great

danger. What happened to him afterwards, I only heard after my

arrival in India. It appears that on October 20—some five weeks

after I left Tashkent—in consequence of an order received by the

Turkistan Soviet from Moscow for the arrest of all Allied subjects,

Tredwell was seized and kept in confinement in his own house; and as

Bailey was " wanted," too, he disappeared, and since then little or

nothing has been heard of him. No doubt he is having many

thrilling adventures. Let us hope that before long our anxiety

concerning him may be allayed, and that he will reappear, and maybe

continue, in this very room the story of the Tashkent Mission.

So much, then, for the Mission. It may be asked: What was

the good of it? Well, as we openly told Damagatsky and Kolaeseff

at Tashkent, the officers had been sent to collect military information

in view of the then very possible advance of German and Turkish

troops into Transcaspia and Turkistan. The reports made by them on

that subject have been very valuable, and I submit would have been

of the greatest use to us had the Central Powers not collapsed at the
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time they did. That fact alone ought to be an ample justification for

the journey. Riska there were, undoubtedly, in going into n

Bolshevist country; but they were risks undertaken, not recklessly,

but with a definite purpose, and in the stress of the war against

Germany.

Now may I make a few observations on the conditions of Russian

Turkistan as I saw that country in August-September, 1918?

Turkistan was then like an island, so isolated it was—difficult to

get into and equally difficult to get out of. On the east the Chinese at

Kashgar had closed their frontier against it as a plague-stricken

country. On the north-east, in Semiretchia, some Siberian Cossacks

and Checho-Slavaks were moving through Kopal on Vierny, and were

thrusting the Vierny Bolshevists back into Turkistan. On the north-

west, severe fighting was going'on around Orenburg between the

Orenburg Cossacks, under Doutoff, and the Red Guards sent from

Tashkent to meet them; and all communication, except by wireless,

was cut off between Central Russia and Turkistan. Then, on the

west, we ourselves had made a descent on Krasnovodsk, thus con-

trolling the Caspian; and on the south, the Turkomans of Transcaspia

were in revolt against the Bolshevists; and fighting was in progress

around Askabad and Merv. Altogether, the Red Army, under

Kolauscff, were then being attacked on several fronts; and had the

attackers shown determination, and had they been able to act in
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go-operation instead of keeping up a desultory warfare, the Bolshevist

forces could easily have been overthrown. As for the Russians in the

country, certainly, as a body, they were dead against the Bolshevists,

and so were the native Mahammadans. Indeed, such was their

condition, that they would have welcomed any deliverer, be he

English or German, Afghan or Turk.

The Bolshevist forces, whatever they may be now, were by no

means considerable last autumn—17,000 all told. But 50 per cent,

of them were Austrian ex-war prisoners, who were vastly superior to

those Russians who had joined the Red Army. The Austrians held,

I verily believe, the whole situation in the hollow of their hands; and

had we not barred the road to a German advance by our control of the

Krasnovodsk-Askabad section of the Central Asian Railway, and had,

of course, the Central Powers not collapsed in Europe, these Austrians

would certainly have converted Turkistan into a German province, or

at least into another Ukraine. Though technically speaking they were

war-prisoners, they were free to do just as they liked at the tune

when I was at Tashkent. Not a few of them had trekked into

Afghanistan; and when the history of the present Afghan War it

written, no doubt we shall nee that the rdle played by them has been

an important one.

I cannot say that Bolshevism, as I saw it in Turkistan, had takeq
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a virulent form. The disease centre was certainly Tashkent; but the

outlying districts seemed to have taken the infection mildly, and this

only through their economic and financial dependence on Tashkent.

The gang of adventurers who had seized the power were all local men,

sprung from the lower ranks of official life. Damagatsky WAS .a

draughtsman in the Topographical Office, and he was given the post

of Foreign Affairs Commissary because he, at any rate, understood a

map when he saw one, and knew something of the lie of the countries

by which Turkistan was surrounded. Another Commissary whom I

came across had been a ticket-seller in the booking office at the

Tashkent Railway Station. How these men raised themselves into

power I do not quite know, beyond that they played into the hands

of a number of soldiers and workmen, and got these to form a sort of

Pretorian guard, and, with the help of these men, they turned out and

murdered those officials of the old regime who held out against recog-

nizing the Bolshevist Government.

I was fortunate enough, during the time I spent in Tashkent,

not to be the witness of actual executions, though .a number of

them did take place only a few days before my arrival. Nevertheless

there was undoubtedly a reign of terror. Armed men forced their

way into private houses any time of the day or night, and unless

bought off with a good round bribe, they just seized any object they

took a fancy to, and never a receipt did they give for property so
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removed—not, of course, by way of brigandage, but in the sacred

name of " nationalization." And all this was done to the accompani-

ment of other sounding words, too—" indemnization," "socializa-

tion," " common property," and what not. Yet, with it all, it did

not seem that very much property passed from the hands of owners

into those of the Soviet. The fact is, the self-constituted Bolshevists

were quite satisfied with things as they were, which allowed them to

terrorize the rich and to hold them up to irregular ransom, but which

did not force them to adopt any genuine Socialistic scheme such as

would benefit the proletariat as a whole. So it was that I noticed a

phenomenon, strange for these so-called Communistic days—the

degradation of the old bourgeoisie on the one side, and the rise of a

new, on the other—the bourgeoisie of Bolshevists, or, rather, I should

say, of active Bolshevists. The distinction is important, for it is no

good being a sleeping partner in a Bolshevist concern.

And a man who has been one is my authority for this assertion.

This is how I had the privilege of a conversation with him: When I

came to Tashkent, my train reached the station late at night, and as

the Bolshevists had decreed that all traffic should stop at 10 p.m., and

that anyone seen in the streets after that hour should be marched off

to the police jail, I remained in the station, and spent the night on

the floor of the waiting-room, with my portmanteau for a pillow.
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At daybreak, however, I tried to make my way to more comfortable

quarters in the town; but no isvoschik was to be had; so, seeing

a mujik driving an empty truck, I hailed him, and got him to

take me and my luggage. Sitting on my kit, whilst the truck jolted

through the streets, then empty and silent before the troubles and

persecutions of another day, I aired the little Russian I knew by

engaging the mujik in conversation, and this is what I gathered from

him touching the prospects of those of the proletariat who happened

to be sleeping partners.

He was a poor man, he said, and didn't see why he shouldn't

have a share of the good things promised by the new regime, which

was to make the Poor richer by making the Rich poorer. So, like

many others, be became a Bolshevist, and, for all he knew, he might

be one still. He had waited a long time for his share of riches, and

it looked as if he might whistle for it for ever. The only people who

had enriched themselves, he said, were those who had the power in

their hands, and they were working for their own ends, and for no one

else's. But they were not Bolshevists, he exclaimed with warmth;

had they been Bolshevists, he said, they would have looked after the

poor, besides clapping them in jail when a half-dozen of them were

seen talking together in a street corner. He was sick of Bolshevist

oppression, and did not care who took Turkistan so long as there

was peace.
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Then, as we jolted through the main avenue-street of Tashkent,

pointing with his whip to a brand new street plate on which the

single word "Karl Marxskia" was painted, the man exclaimed,

'' This is all these people have done for the town; they have changed

the Kaufmann Street into the Karl Marx Street."

I have often thought since, did Karl Marx, who now lies buried

in Highgate Cemetery, see the egoist robberies that had been perpe-

trated in his name in far-off Tashkent, even he, sinister preacher

of class warfare though he be, would turn in his grave. He, at least,

was sincere, and did not work for personal gain, as are doing those

so-called disciples of his whom I met at Tashkent. President

Kolaeseff was as poor as my companion the mujik cart driver, when he

was a sergeant-major in the Tzarist Army; now he is a wealthy

Bolshevist bourgeois, the possessor of a private fortune of over a

million roubles. Ex uno diace omnes.

The CHAIRMAN said they should feel very happy if someone would

make some observations or put questions to Sir George Macartney in

regard to the paper he had read. It would be interesting if someone

would perhaps relate personal experiences of their own in Russia or

elsewhere in connection with the Bolshevist movement.

Mrs. SLATER: I should like to ask why the men were not recalled

from Tashkent when the Armistice took place? Why should they
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still remain in Tashkent after they there found out information about

the Germans and the Turks coming down on the railways, and after

they heard about the Armistice being signed? Why did they do so?

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY: When I was in Tashkent the war was

still going on. I was three weeks there, and during those three weeks

I had no letter, no telegram, and no one knew what was going on in

Europe at all.

Mrs. SLATER: That was in October?

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY: Yes, that was in October.

Mrs. SLATER: And the Armistice was signed in November^

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY: Quite. People in Tibet or Mongolia or

Timbuctoo might know about the Armistice, but not in Tashkent.

Mrs. SLATER: I thought you said there was such a splendid

wireless system there, and that everybody in Tashkent and Kashgar

knew it as soon as the people in London.

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY: I thought I made it clear that the

wireless—only a receiving apparatus—was established at Kashgar

after I left Tashkent. In fact, I saw the officer going up to establish

it when I passed Gilgit on my way down to India. But even after I

left the country Colonel Bailey could not leave Tashkent.

Mrs. SLATER: He could not get back?

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY: He could not get back. The Government
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of India tried every means possible to get him recalled. They

sent wireless messages from India to Tashkent—to the Bolshevists

there—but in spite of every effort, we could not get into touch with

Colonel Bailey.

Lieut.-Colonel A. C. YATE remarked that twenty-nine years ago

he found himself in Tashkent. Colonel F. M. Bailey's distinguished

record as an explorer was well known to all his friends and to all

geographers and students of Asiatic affairs. They had necessarily

been very anxious about him. They had experienced the pleasure

that day of hearing more about the circumstances under which

Colonel Bailey had found his way to Tashkent, and the objects for

which he was sent there, than they had known before. He personally

had heard a good deal privately from Mrs. Bailey, with whose anxiety

all must warmly sympathize. It had recently occurred to him that

the attitude which had been assumed by the new Ameer, and which

was. so opposite to that of his predecessor Ameer Habibullah, who

had unfortunately been murdered, must have produced relations

between Russian Turkistan and Afghanistan which certainly a little

time ago were quite unforeseen. The conviction was paramount,

until the late Ameer Habibullah met with so untimely a death, that

Afghanistan would remain loyal to its alliance with its suzerain, Great

Britain. The situation had now greatly altered. A considerable time
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ago—well, before the death of Ameer Habibullah—a confederacy of

the Central Asian Khanates, with the Ameer Habibullah as its head,

had been rumoured, but with the death of the Ameer that prospect

seemed to have passed away. They had listened to a lecture from Sir

George Macartney which had greatly opened their eyes; for none of

them, he might fairly say, had any means of ascertaining what went

on in remote parts of Central Asia such as Kashgar, Tashkent, and in

the countries which lay between or were contiguous to them. Belated

news of the troops that were sent, thanks to the construction of the

Nushki-Duzdab Railway, into Persia, to Mashhad, and the Trans-

Caspian Railway, had reached them. Sir George himself had said it

came as an absolute surprise to him to hear that British troops were

actually occupying the Trans-Caspian Railway. A most interesting

and graphic account of this little force was given in an article which

appeared in The Times some few months ago. The scene there

depicted gave the reader a more vivid idea of the spirit and tone that

animated the anti-Bolshevist troops of Russian Turkistan than any

other book or article that he had come across. The probability was,

as the writer said, that in that force under the garb of Menshevism,

Tsar ism and Imperialism lay low. Seeing the present position of

affairs in Afghanistan, we have some cause to regret that we did not

longer maintain our British troops up at Mashhad. It was possible

that we were even now sending them back there; for it stood to reason
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that, whether from Sistan or Khorasan, from the valley of the

Helmand or the Hari-Rud, we could bring a good deal of pressure to

bear upon Afghanistan.

Miss TUDOR FRERE: It would be very interesting if you could give

us any information of the fate of Kuropatkin. . I was in that part

years ago.

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY: I heard that he had been arrested by the

soldiers, and then afterwards we in Kashgar got the impression that

he left Tashkent for RUssia. I should not be at all surprised if he is

safe, though nothing is known of his whereabouts.

Sir PERCY SYKES said that eighty years ago Pottinger made a great

name for himself in Herat, and Shakespeare also made a great name

for himself, as others had done in connection with the Indian Political

Service, but he thought that when the history of what had transpired

in Central Asia during the war came to be written it would be found

that Political Officers like the lecturer and Colonel Bailey would be

found to have done even better work than any of them. He did not

think anyone could read or listen to the lecture without being

impressed with one thing. Although Sir George Macartney had been

very modest in his reference to the risks he had run, they could not

help realizing how appalling those risks had been. Those of them who

had been in those parts knew very well the extraordinary risks that
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had been run, but they could also feel assured that Colonel Bailey,

who was one of the most brilliant members of the Indian Political

Service, would give an extremely good account of himself wherever

he might be. He thought the latest news of him was that he was all

right in March. They might feel fairly safe in saying that he would

not only escape with very great honour to himself, but they might

also hope that he would give an account of his adventures in that very

room. Before sitting down he desired to say that he thought that

what the Hon. Secretary of the Society had read out was more than

justified by that lecture alone. Lectures such as the one they had

just listened to, that by Colonel Webb, and by others, were of funda-

mental importance, because those who desired to write upon or study

a subject relating to Central Asia must refer to them as they appeared

in "The Record of the Central Asian Society." That fact alone

should stimulate all who were members of the Society to induce others

to join it. The work of the Society, though done in a quiet way and

by a very small membership, was of extreme importance.

The CHAIRMAN said that as no one else wished to make any further

observation it was his pleasing duty to propose a very cordial vote of

thanks to Sir George Macartney for his most able and instructive

paper, and for the very vivid and interesting picture he had drawn of

his experiences of the situation in Russian Turkistan. He was sure

they all re-echoed the hope expressed by Sir Percy Sykes that they
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would soon receive definite news of the safety of Colonel Bailey. Jt

would give members of the Society the very greatest pleasure if

Colonel Bailey would take up, in that very room, the story where

Sir George Macartney had left it. Whether or not one could perhaps

entirely agree with the optimistic and sanguine forecast they occasion-

ally heard of the rapid collapse of Bolshevism, he was afraid that

there was still a considerable power of defensive and offensive

resistance in the Bolshevist forces. Though, no doubt, they had

suffered serious reverses, he himself would not feel that the end of

Bolshevism was near until they heard that these forces had been

compelled to evacuate Petrograd and Moscow. And even when that

event happened, it would be appalling to reflect upon the wreckage

which had been caused and the desolation the Bolshevists had spread

throughout the very fertile and fairest districts of the Russian Empire.

They all knew that Russia is a country of almost illimitable resources",

but even the richest country in the world could hardly pass through

the serious ordeal which Russia had undergone without feeling the

effects for a very long time afterwards. Not only had they destroyed

much that had existed, but the Bolshevists had also destroyed a great

deal of material, both human and other, by the use of which recon-

struction was possible. The first thing Russia would have to do would

be to re-establish he* financial credit abroad, and he did hope that
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then she would be able, with the assistance of England and other

countries, in various forms to recreate and develop her industrial,

agricultural, and mineral wealth. In any case, he hoped our country

would be one of the foremost to offer assistance and to do all it could

to re-establish our former Ally on a sound and stable basis, thereby

enabling her to enter upon an era of real peace, progress, and pros-

perity. He now desired on behalf of the meeting to tender most

hearty thanks to Sir George Macartney for his very able and inter-

esting lecture.

Sir GEORGE MACARTNEY, in acknowledgment, said he fully realized

the honour implied in the vote of thanks the meeting had so kindly

passed. But he desired on his part to thank them also for their kind

attention, and for the indulgence they had shown in listening to his

pj«.per.

The proceedings then concluded.

CYPRUS

ON the aiiernoon of Wednesday, January 21, 1920, at the Royal

Society's Lecture Room, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, a

lecture on " Cyprus " was delivered by Mr. Roland Mitchell, C.M.G.,

ex-Commissioner of Limassol, before a large meeting of the members

and friends of the Society. In the unavoidable absence of the Right

Hon. Lord Carnock, P.C., Q.C.B., the Chairman of the Society,

Colonel Sir Thomas Holdieh presided.

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the proceedings, expressed regret at the

absence of the President on the occasion, because of his intimate

knowledge of all that concerns both the Middle and the Near East as

well as the Far East, and the benefit of that knowledge would have

been most invaluable to them in considering the position of Cyprus,

which was the subject of that afternoon's lecture. In the absence of

his Lordship, he had the honour to introduce to them Mr. Michell,

whose knowledge as an administrator and first-hand knowledge on all

matters relating to Cyprus enabled him to afford reliable information

regarding the island and its future. He was sure that gentleman

would give them a most interesting and entertaining paper.

Public attention is seldom directed to Cyprus, and this is natural

in view of the immense extent of the British Empire, the comparative

insignificance of the island, and the fact that its interests have been to

some extent neglected. Those, however, who visit this picturesque
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and once flourishing island find that it has many attractions, and

travellers now describe it in glowing terms as a fairyland of romance.

Its importance, which in present circumstances is not to be under-

rated, will perhaps become more evident hi the coming chapter of

events in the Near East. The countries embraced by that term are

largely hi a state of unrest. Judging from recent opinions in the

Press, British policy can hardly be congratulated on its achievements

in that part of the world, although many thought that peace would

bring an admirable opportunity of nettling all Eastern questions. I

would suggest that the future of Cyprus is one of the questions which

deserve very close attention. At the present moment the "Cyprus

question " is still one of the problems which hang in the balance.

I will endeavour to describe the island very briefly, glancing at

such features of the past and present as will serve to present a fairly
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accurate sketch. It is the third largest in the Mediterranean (coming

next to Sicily and Sardinia), and lies on the angle formed by the

coasts of Asia Minor and Syria. It is about 40 miles from Asia Minor,

00 from Syria, and 240 from Port Said. An excellent map of Cyprus

was made in 1882 by Lord (then Lieutenant) Kitchener.

Its greatest length is about 140 miles, and breadth 60. Two

mountain ranges run from west to east; the southern culminating in

Mount Troodos (6,400 feet above sea level); the northern, about 100

miles long, rising to 3,100 feet.' The area of the island is roughly

3,600 square miles, classified approximately as follows: Delimited

forests, 700 square miles; uncultivable, 400; uncultivated, but capable

of cultivation, 500; and cultivated, 2,000. There are but few large

estates. The land is held in small holdings.

The principal area of cultivation is the great central plain called

the " Mesaoria," lying, as the name implies, between the two ranges

mentioned. The soil is rich, owing to the fertilizing silt which is

brought down annually from the hills by winter torrents. .The rainfall

(October to April) is now from 17 to 20 inches. Natural pasture is

scanty, and in dry years precarious. The island suppf>rtB about

170,000 sheep and 240,000 goats. There is a good breed of island

ponies; also of homed cattle, raised chiefly for agricultural purposes.

The methods of husbandry are still patriarchal. The principal products
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are cereals, vines (wine and raisins), locust-beans (from the carob-

troe), and silk cocoons. These together represent about three-fourths

of the export trade. The yield of wheat is about 2,000,000 bushels,

and of barley 2,200,000 bushels; of carobs about 35,000 tons. The

tree grows in the plains and up to 3,000 feet. Vines are grown on the

hills up to 4,000 and 5,000 feet. The wine is chiefly a strong red kind.

A sweet wine called Commanderia (from a Commandery of the

Templars), once celebrated, is made in diminishing quantities. A

good brandy is made. Some advance has been made in wine manu-

facture, but this, and every industry, is in a very backward condition.

Cotton once was, and might again be, an important industry.

Olive cultivation is much neglected. The silk industry equally calls

for development. Fruits, which include grapes, oranges, lemons,

pomegranates, apricots, figs, cherries, quinces, plums, melons,

walnuts, almonds, and various other kinds, could be produced in

far greater abundance. Tobacco is being now cultivated, but it is

too early to say whether it will be a success. It must be confessed

that little agricultural progress has been made. But the Department

of Agriculture is doing all it can with very limited and inadequate

grants. The productiveness of the island can be much more than

doubled under improved conditions, which of course implies large

expenditure, in view of the neglect of past ages. The needs of the

future are clear. Foremost is that of increased artificial irrigation;
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and next the emancipation of the peasantry frorn the grip of the

moneylender. Cheap credit must reach the needy and honest

members of the community, and the present conditions of husbandry

must be reformed all round. The haphazard and unsystematic

methods of the past must be replaced under proper guidance. The

Agricultural Department, praiseworthy as its efforts have been, has

only prepared the soil for future work.

Time permits only the briefest reference to Cyprus annals. Of the

earliest inhabitants we know nothing. There was a language of

syllabic character, akin to Lycian. There were early waves of Greek

colonization; and from the East Phoenicians founded settlements,

bringing a lasting influence in arts and religion. Thotmes III. (about

1450 B.C.) subdued the island, and introduced Egyptian influence.

When the power of Phoenicia declined before that of Assyria, Cypriot

kings transferred their allegiance to Assyria. The Greek element,

which grew in strength, adopted many customs and religious ideas

from the Phoenicians (Astarte becoming Aphrodite), such as the

"great myth of Adonis." Remains of sculpture and art indicate

Assyrian and Egyptian influences—often a blend of the two. Of

Phoenician industries there are numerous relics. Greek influence was

a later inspiration. . Excavations in Grteco-Roman and Byzantine

necropoleis have yielded harvests which have enriched the museums
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of Europe and New York.

About 560 B.C. Amasis of Egypt Conquered the island. In 525

Cyprus became subject to Persia, and then figured in the Graeco-

Persian wars. In 387 Cyprus was definitely assigned to Persia. In

332 Cyprus aided Alexander with ships. In 303 B.C. begins the

Ptolemaic rule, which lasted till A.D. 45, when Rome annexed the

island. In A.D. 395 Cyprus was incorporated in the Byzantine Empire,

and for three centuries appears to have enjoyed tranquillity, until the

rise of Islam. Then for 300 years (perhaps the darkest in Cypriot

annals) the island suffered from Arab invasions. In 964 Cyprus was

regained for the Byzantine Empire. After two uneventful centuries,

we reach an interesting date—viz., 1191, when our King Richard I.

conquered the island. He was married at Limasol to Berengaria of

Navarre, by the Bishops of York and Evreux. By him it was sold to

the Templars, who returned it, as giving more trouble than it was

worth. It was then sold to Guy of Lusignan, and a Lusignan dynasty

ruled for nearly 300 years. This was a remarkable period of feudal

aristocracy, and of luxury for the rich. To it Cyprus owes its splendid

monuments of French architecture, the beautiful cathedrals (now

mosques) of Nikosia and Famagusta, and the fortresses, now ruins,

of Hilarion and Kantara. The Abbey of Bellapai on the north coast

is one of the finest relics.

In 1488 the island passed to Venice, for eighty-two years. In 1570
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the Turks invaded and conquered the island, ruling till 1878. In that

year Britain, under a Convention of Defensive Alliance between Queen

Victoria and the Sultan (dated June 4), took over the administration

of the island, which still remained part of the Ottoman Empire.

Under this Convention it was agreed that if any attempt were made

at any future time by Russia to take possession of any further terri-

tories of the Sultan in Asia, England would join the Sultan in defend-

ing them by force of arms. In return the Sultan promised to

introduce reforms into his territories (these to be agreed upon later

between the two Powers); and for the protection of his Christian

subjects. In an Annex (July 1, 1878) it was agreed inter alia that

if Russia should restore Batum, Kara, and Ardahan (her conquests in

Armenia), Cyprus would be evacuated and the Convention at an end.

Also it was agreed that England would pay to the Porte an annual

sum, supposed to represent the average excess of revenue over expen-

diture. This was computed, on a very questionable basis, to be

£92,800.

Now, as regards the question of reforms, it was explained in

Parliament that England assumed no responsibility. Turkey was

to reform herself. Needless to say, this was not done. With regard

to idle other stipulation, adverse critics subjected the Convention to

severe criticism. The Liberal Party regarded it as a reprehensible and
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unprofitable political blunder. It was considered in that quarter as

one-sided and disadvantageous to Britain. Mr. Archibald Forbes, in

an article in the Nineteenth Century entitled " The Fiasco in Cyprus,"

put the case thus:

"The island is occupied as a base of operations for a land expedi-

tion towards the north-east and east frontiers of Asia Minor; the

reasoning being as follows—"Russia's goal in Asia is India. The road

to India lies through Persia. Russia cannot acquire Persia without

first getting possession of the Euphrates Valley. The occupation of

Cyprus will effectively prevent Russia from getting the Euphrates

Valley. Thus the Anglo-Turkish Convention will terminate British

anxiety in that direction. But," said the writer, " there is no clause

in the agreement requiring the Sultan to defend the Euphrates Valley,

or to engage in war with Russia. Russia, too, can acquire Persia

without setting foot in Asia Minor. What would confront Russia

would be an Anglo-Indian army, via the Persian Gulf, en route for

Ispahan (Outram was on that war-path in 1857), not a handful of

fever-stricken soldiers from Cyprus."

Lord Northbrook remarked that '' to undertake hostilities in the

right rear of the enemy is not precisely the way to defend a country."

In 1826 General Paskievitch, Russian Commander-in-Chief in Asia,

marching from Tiflis, invaded Persia and took Erivan. The Persians

made terms, which they promptly repudiated. Paskievitch then
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marched rapidly through the snow to a point about 200 miles from

Teheran, and there told the Shah's plenipotentiaries that if he did

get all he wanted he would march on and occupy Teheran. He got

what he wanted. From his success in Erivan he received, by the way,

the title of Erivamki. "Had Beaconsfield been a Russian," said

Mr. Forbes, "he might have gone down to history as Cypruski."

Thus Russia ninety-three years ago penetrated to the heart of

Persia without going within 300 miles of the Euphrates Valley, or

1,500 miles of Cyprus. The line of advance to India exposed no flank

towards Persia; a fortiori none towards Asia Minor. The occupation

of Cyprus could therefore have no' influence on either. Our safety,

Mr. Forbes considered, lay in the military occupation of Afghanistan.

"It is," he said, "from Kabul and Herat that the words 'Thus far

and no farther' will resound alike to St. Petersburg and through the

bazaars of Hindustan. The phantom of covering India by maintaining

Turkish integrity in Asia Minor is not worth catching at, in view of

the risks incurred."

On the other hand, the acquisition of Cyprus by a far-seeing

statesman has not been generally regarded in this prejudiced and

unfavourable light. The matter of the road from Russia to India was

not the sole consideration. There were other weighty reasons, of

which time has not diminished the validity.
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The " tribute" of £92,800 has no doubt been a terrible burden.

The Greeks, and many others, have always contended that, as Cyprus

was taken for Imperial purposes, it should be borne by the Imperial

Government. This millstone round the neck of the Cypriote has been

the principal obstacle to the development of the island.

After twelve or fifteen years it was found that we had not made

^uch a bad bargain as many had imagined. Financially the situation

was this. The " tribute " of £92,800 was applied to the Turkish loan

of 1855, guaranteed by France and England, and repudiated by the

Porte. Half of it (£40,876) a year went to the French and the same

sum to the English bond-holders. The annual deficit in Cyprus was,

on an average, for many years, about £30,000, which the British

taxpayer had to pay. Thus the British taxpayer was a gainer by

£10,000 to £11,000 a year. After some years the island began to pay

its way, and the balance is now on the right side. The Imperial

Government now grants £50,000 a year to Cyprus. This, I think,

dates from the time of Sir Charles King Harman, who did much for

the relief of the financial burden, and the welfare of Cypriots.

The view generally taken by politicians and the Press was that

even if Cyprus were an incubus or a white elephant, we had under-

taken duties towards the Cypriots, and that we could not throw off

the responsibilities incurred by our occupation.
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We may regard British rule from two points of view: (1) What

has Britain done for Cyprus ? and (2) What has it failed to do?

As regards (1), those who desire to examine the record of progress

will find volumes of information in Blue Books and the annual

Reports of forty years. No reform gave greater satisfaction in Cyprus

than those of the Law Courts, carried out in 1883 under the late

Sir Robert Biddulph, who so ably governed Cyprus for seven years

from 1879. Before this the native courts carried on, but a British

Assistant-Commissioner sat as an assessor. They did not always

escape criticism. Many anecdotes were told. Sir Hamilton Lang,

who wrote a book on Cyprus, records one. A criminal was being tried.

The court decided to inflict as punishment a year's imprisonment.

The decision was communicated by the interpreter to the assessor,

who had been asleep during the trial, except when attending to his

little dog. Looking at the culprit, he said to the interpreter: '' He

looks a great blackguard; ten years would not be too much for him."

This was communicated to the court, which, agreeing to what they

supposed was the wish of the assessor, said they would make the

punishment five years. The assessor felt embarrassed. The inter-

preter proposed that the term should be left to the assessor, who, of

course, ultimately decided on the original term of one year. I hope it

will not be supposed that this example, if a real one. represents the
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general attitude of assessors, or officials, at that time I

The highest praise is given by all classes to the judicial department,

with its Supreme Court at Nikosia, and a British President in six

District Courts. Reforms were similarly carried out in all branches

of the administration. The financial department was reorganized.

That of the public works constructed roads, bridges, and Government

buildings. A light railway now connects Famagusta with Nikosia and

the central plain. Education has made considerable advance. The

medical department shows a good record as regards public health,

sanitation, and hospitals. Lepers and lunatics are properly cared for.

Forests are preserved, and nursery gardens have been established.

An experimental farm has done some good work. The breeds 'of

horses, donkeys, and cattle are being improved. The campaign

against locusts is maintained. The post and telegraph services are

efficiently managed. A small harbour has been constructed at

Famagusta. Municipalities have been given wider powers. The

standard of comfort has been greatly raised in both towns and villages.

Details would occupy far too much time; only those who knew Cyprus

as pioneers in the early years, or old residents, can appreciate the

complete transformation that has been effected.

2. In the second place, however, it must be candidly admitted that

much has been left undone during our trusteeship. The most severe

criticism has come from English1 pens. I will take one only—that of
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Sir William Ramsay. Last year, in the Quarterly Review, Sir William

stated that " the story of British administration in Cyprus will stand

out in history as a record of incapacity." It was occupied for a

military purpose, " in order to be a base from which the protectorate

of Asia Minor could be exercised. When the war broke out with

Turkey the island proved to be absolutely useless. Why? It has

never been developed industrially, commercially, or as a naval or

military station. If Britain had spent one-fifth of the money that

Germany spent on Heligoland (bartered to Germany ten years after

the occupation of Cyprus), it might have been of incalculable service

in the late war." History will, it must be feared, endorse this

accusation, but the blame should be placed on the right shoulders.

The incapacity to deal creditably with Cyprus must be regarded as a

part of British policy in the Near East as a whole, which Sir William

strongly condemns.

But as regards Cyprus, which was to be a model to Asia Minor, the

truth is that it never had a chance of becoming so, mainly for the

following reasons: (1) The condemnation of its occupation by a

powerful party in England; (2) it was condemned and written down

as a pestilential and feverish spot, whereas by 1881 Sir Robert

Biddulph was able to say that it was, for our troops, the healthiest

place in the British Empire; (3) the burden of the "tribute";
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(4) the occupation of Egypt in 1882, which caused further dis-

regard; (5) the anomaly of our tenure, which prevented the invest-

ment of capital. Attempts to develop the island were stifled by

the Home Treasury. Among the attempts were the following:

M. Madon, an able French Forest Officer, was borrowed from France.

His advice was not followed. A French expert was called in to advise

regarding vines and the wine industry. His counsels were not carried

out. Artesian borings were attempted very late, and in a half-hearted

and inadequate manner. Professor Wyndham Dunstan visited Cyprus

to advise regarding cotton. His advice was not followed. The vital

needs are evident, but no development is possible without capital and

credit, and the trouble is that so many parts of the Empire have equal,

or prior, claims for consideration. Also the great and peculiar diffi-

culties of the Government in Cyprus must be fully admitted.

With regard to the charge of culpable indifference (which can

hardly be denied), it may be pertinent to quote Sir Charles Bruce.

He tells us that on a visit to the Colonial Office he expressed a desire

to see Mr. Chamberlain. "You can't see him," was the emphatic

reply. "Chamberlain has been here only a few weeks, and is giving a

great deal of trouble." I soon learnt the secret of the trouble. Up to

that time, it was frankly admitted, the Colonial Office had "run the

Secretary of State." Mr. Chamberlain proposed to reverse the process

and "run " the Colonial Office. The change was effected, with the
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happiest results, as to which we have the testimony ot, amongst

others, Sir Augustus Hemming, Sir Charles Bruce, and Lord Milner.

Cyprus was included in the list of places which benefited from the

policy of progressive development inaugurated by Mr. Chamberlain.

I

The people of Cyprus are keen-witted and in a high degree intelli-

gent. The villagers are strong, hardy, and frugal, law-abiding, and

remarkably courteous and hospitable. The population is now about

290,000, including 230,000 Greeks and 60,000 Turks. In speaking of

Greeks I should observe that they are not Hellenic subjects. Up to

1914 they were Ottoman subjects (rayahs), when they became British

subjects. It is very difficult for an Ottoman subject to become a

Greek, because an Ottoman subject must not only invest himself with

Greek nationality, which is easy, but he must also divest himself of

Ottoman nationality by permission of his Sultan, which is far from

easy.

It is necessary to give a brief account of the agitation for

"union with Greece" which has been kept up by a section

of the Greek community, and has become a conspicuous feature

of the present situation. To anyone acquainted with the Greek

spirit it was obvious that such a movement (quite impossible

under Turkish rule) would be developed in the island as soon as
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British "liberty " was introduced. No one can object to the growth

of patriotic sentiment, and no Englishman would quarrel with it,

provided it were manifested within proper bounds, and in a manner

compatible with loyalty to the Government in power. It was not, as

was pointed out by Sir Robert Biddulph, entirely of island growth.

The leaders were small groups in the chief towns, Including, of course,

a few of the more hot-headed type. The town people, at first abso-

lutely indifferent, became by degrees, luke-warm adherents. Town

people are easily led, and moderate men with no taste for politics

gradually follow the lead for fear of being classed as "traitors." As

one of them once expressed it to me, "If I did not vote with So-and-

so, I could not sit in the same coffee-house with him." The move-

ment coincided with a feeling of discontent which the new order

brought about, and which arose to a large extent out of disappointed

hopes and expectations of a golden age which the British occupation

was to bring. Some townspeople, t.g., failed to obtain posts. Others,

including Church dignitaries, resented the loss of privileges which

they had enjoyed under Turkish rule, but which were incompatible

with British justice for all. Alien rule is never loved, and a certain

antipathy to foreigners (£cw>^o/J«i) has always been a strong instinct

in Cyprus. All this led to whatever British unpopularity has existed

in some classes of the town population. National egotism unfortunately
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leads to misrepresentation. Thus, in Cyprus persons have been regarded

as hostile to the Greek '' idea '' who may be quite good friends to

Hellenism, as properly defined or professed. At all events, the

agitation assumed an anti- Government, and to some extent an anti-

British, character. The Government was represented as working

selfishly against the interests of the people; so that practically loyalty

to the Government was regarded as disloyalty to Hellenism. The

agitation was marked by a pettiness quite in contrast to Greek feeling

in Athens and other larger Greek communities, and often by very bad

taste. Greek flags have been displayed, to the exclusion of the British.

The Greek national air has been played without the British. Greeks

have sometimes abstained from attending Levees of the High Com-

missioner on the King's birthday. Municipalities have refused to take

part in Government-aided movements, exhibitions, shows, etc. These

manifestations did not represent any spontaneous feeling of the Cypriot

people. They were the outcome of decisions at clubs or meetings of

leaders. The Church gave its powerful aid. Political Bishops exerted

their influence. Church funds were devoted to the cause. The Greek

Press—with a growing number of weekly papers—was a potent ally.

Schoolmasters in town and village instilled into the minds of their

pupils that they were something more than Cypriots. Clubs aided the

propaganda. Demonstrations were organized. Every village petition
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contained a declaration of the unalterable desire for the realization of

Cypriot Greek hopes. From 1883, when natives were elected by votes

to the Legislative Council, Greek members made use of their position

to push their programme. This intrusion of politics into the debates

and addresses led to regrettable friction, and to lamentable waste of

time which should have been devoted to co-operation with the Govern-

ment. Visitors to Cyprus went away with the idea thaj/relations were

strained, not only with the Turks but with the British authorities.

''The policy of the Cypriot patriot," says Mr. Mallock, "has been

from Che beginning consistent and simple. It has been to oppose every

scheme or suggestion that originated with the British authorities.''

By 1889 the organized and systematic obstruction of the Greeks

became a serious impediment to progress, and to the work of the

Legislative Council. The interests of Cyprus became a secondary

consideration. In 1904 The Times, in an article on Cyprus, observed

that this obstruction, if persisted in, could only lead to a remodelling

of the Council; just as at Malta, owing to a similar attitude of the

elected members, it was necessary to revert to the Constitution as it

had existed in 1887. About a month later, the Secretary of State, in

a despatch, stated that if the agitators pursued their obstructive policy,

His Majesty's Government would be obliged to reconsider the whole

question of the Constitution of Cyprus. This brought the agitators for

a time to their senses. By 1912, however, the Greeks had decided to
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force the pace. A fresh Memorial was put forward, to which an un-

favourable reply, as it was considered, was given. Whereupon the

Greek members took the ill-advised step of withdrawing from the

Legislative Council in a body. Another deputation visited England.

It was given to understand that certain claims were inadmissible.

The members then decided to ado"*1 » conciliator^ attitude, as more

expedient.

The agitation, it should be observed, received no encouragement

from Greeks outside Cyprus. It was distinctly embarrassing to the

Greek King and Government. Both naval and military officers from

Greece who visited Cyprus pointed out to the Greek leaders that they

were not pursuing a wise course. Another fact is that there is not,

and never has been, any anti-British feeling among the rural popula-

tion. They have no taste for politics, and only desire to be justly

governed and left in peace. They have been perfectly satisfied with

British rule. The propaganda has been entirely manipulated from the

town headquarters, whence influence can always be exercised for

bringing about so-called demonstrations when required.

One thing is certain, that much more might have been done for

progress, had Greeks devoted themselves more to the duties for which

they were elected, instead of subordinating them to political aims at

variance with the existing convention. Had they dealt properly with

Generated for anonymous (Library of Congress) on 2014-05-05 13:29 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019676334
Public Domain in the United States, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

real grievances, they would have had the support of officials and non-

officials alike. Their line of action has probably tended to damage

their own cause. It cannot be surprising if their provocative attitude

should have tended to alienate to some extent that sympathy which

ought to exist between the different communities. Greek opinions are

no doubt divided. In a letter to the Morning Post, Mr. W. P. Stebbing

stated that even in the bazaars there was a strong feeling against

cession.

Now as regards the Turkish minority of the population. When the

island was taken over, the Moslem community accepted with loyalty

the decision of their Sultan, and they have maintained that attitude

without any deviation to the present time. They have given unwave'r-

ing support to the Government in the Legislative Council; and on

many occasions it has been possible by their aid to proceed with

necessary measurer, in spite of Greek opposition. They have, of

course, opposed the Greek claims, which have aimed at changes at

variance with the Anglo-Turkish agreement. But on the occasion of

Greek deputations, demonstrations, etc., they have contented them-

selves with submitting their protests; and in reply, definite promises

have been given that the interests of the community will be fully

considered and respected. The Moslems have refrained from demon-

strations, and have exercised the greatest forbearance, often under

strong provocation.
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There is, no doubt, a strong feeling in the island that the promises

made should be strictly fulfilled.

On the day following the announcement (November, 1914) that

the island had been annexed by Great Britain, the Moslem leaders

promised the same loyal obedience as heretofore. They expressed to

the High Commissioner their gratitude for the sympathy and help

accorded to the Ottoman Empire and the Moslem community; and

also their displeasure and shame at the action of the Turkish Govern-

ment in entering into hostilities with England, in alliance with

Germany. With reference to the flaunting of the Greek flag, I may

quote the following from an English paper: '' During the whole of the

British occupation the Turkish element has refrained from manifesta-

tions, although it would have been far more permissible, and consistent

with the fitness of things, had this community proceeded to carry its

flags in procession, say on occasions of Bairam and the civil and

religious anniversaries. The Turks have merely displayed a flag here

and there on a minaret, or during Ramadan. Whether," as The

Times observed, " the unrestricted use of an alien emblem (viz., the

Greek) in an Ottoman island under British rule should be permitted

is questionable."

The Turkish community, in a word, has always behaved with

dignity, tact, and good taste. It is therefore most natural that the
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British and the loyal element should regard with complete sympathy

and goodwill the Moslem ranks in the island. A correspondent,

I.G.p., writing last September to the' Near East, said: " All this has

been kept too much in the background, while Greek missions have

endeavoured to monopolize the attention of the public in England. It

is high time that the record of the Moslem element were better known

and appreciated in England. I should add that there is no desire

whatever among the rural classes—the bulk of the population—for any

change; quite the contrary. The town agitators have entirely failed to

arouse any desire for the substitution of Greek for British rule by their

racial propaganda."

Turks and Greek have lived in harmony during the occupation.

Only once, in 1912, disturbances occurred. Riots took place in one

town, and it became necessary to fire on the mob, several being killed

and about eighty wounded. A small force of British troops was sent

from Egypt. Some think that if the island were handed over to

Greece conflicts might again occur. Personally I do not think so.

One thing is certain, that, if the island were ceded, there would be

very bitter feeling on the part of the Moslem community, who would

consider such a decision as a poor return for forty years of unswerving

loyalty to the British Government.

70 Ci'PHUS

[I

The future of Cyprus has been, and is, under discussion. The war

has changed the situation and brought new factors into play. A

deputation of Greek Cypriots, headed by their Archbishop, and repre-

senting those who advocate " union with Greece," has once more laid

their case befor^ the Government in London. The reply given has

been that it will receive careful consideration. At the time of writing

these remarks, the public has no information as to what will be

decided. The situation, as far as it is known, is this: A definite-

promise has been given in Parliament that the question will not be

decided before it has been referred to the House of Commons. The

British Government is, of course, quite independent of the Paris

Conference in this matter. The claim does not emanate from Greece,

and was not included in "the full and complete statement of the

Greek case" (the Dodecanese area does not even include Rhodes, far

less Cyprus). It is presented by a section of the Cypriot people. It

is very doubtful whether it would be for the interests of Greece to take

over this responsibility. It is reasonable to assume (as a late writer

has done) that our Government does not desire to add to Greece's

difficulties by giving her more territory than she can at present

administer. This is not the moment to act on grounds of sentiment.

Greece has enough to do to set her own house in order. She is
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acquiring sufficient new territory, and can afford to wait. The ques-

tions are, What is best for Cyprus? and What do British interests

demand? Taking the first question, as regards the material interests

of the island, it can hardly be to its advantage that it should pass

from the hands of a powerful and wealthy Power to those of a nation

still weak and poor. It stands to reason that its development (which,

now that it is a British possession, should certainly proceed) will be

better promoted by Britain than by Greece. But the dominating

question is, What line does British policy dictate? I would say that

not only the argument for retention holds the field, but that it is

stronger than it ever was before. The offer made in 1915 (without

reference to Parliament) was, I believe, strongly condemned by public

opinion. No valid reason is offered for reversing that judgment; and

general opinion is, I believe, equally opposed to abandonment now.

It disapproves of a policy of scuttle from any British possession at all,

at the present time of unrest. Far more would it condemn the cession

of a strategic point of great, and probably increasing, importance in

our line of communications with the East. There could not be a more

inopportune moment for entertaining the idea. So far from surren-

dering it, we might rather reflect that, were it not in British hands

already, its occupation, pending developments, would have become

necessary. A survey of the past furnishes almost unanswerable argu-
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mente against it. Lord Cromer and Lord Milner have expressed the

view regarding Egypt that, though we have nothing to gain by owning

the country ourselves, we should have a great deal to fear if it fell

into the hands of another Power. Our position in Cyprus is in many

respects analogous. It is surely not the time for any enfeeblement of

our power in the Mediterranean. I would strongly endorse the opinion

of your Secretary, Colonel A. C. Yate, who has recently expressed the

opinion* that there are the strongest possible reasons why Cyprus

should be retained by Britain as a base in the Levant. In the un-

certain future of Constantinople, and the unsettled state of Egypt and

the Levant, the hands of Britain, and indeed of the Western Allies,

need to be strengthened from end to end." It has been stated in the

House of Commons again and again that Cyprus does not stand alone.

It is part of a much wider problem. It has not ceased to be such a

part. Sir William Haynes Smith, who was Governor of Cyprus from

1898 to 1904, speaking a year or two ago, said: '' We acquired Cyprus

for definite objects of importance, and we ought to keep it. It was

taken by Disraeli as part of a large scheme, at the time of the Treaty

of Berlin. It was acquired as commanding the approaches to the

railways projected by the then Government in Asia Minor. These

were to start at a point on the coast adjacent to Cyprus; one branch

was to run up to the Black Sea near Trebizond, some 300 miles; the
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other down the Euphrates Valley to the Persian Gulf." At that time,

he said, we were working laboriously up the Euphrates and Tigris in

order to control Baghdad and Mesopotamia; and our road was barred

to the Black Sea, whence we could have obtained valuable supplies of

grain and other food. We should do well to consider these large

questions. The objects the Government had in view should not be

thrown away in a moment. He hoped, however, that the Fates had

been good enough to savei the island.

The geographical position of Cyprus, in close proximity to Asia

Minor, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, is, I submit, alone a conclusive

argument against abandonment. Cyprus is, it has been said, to the

Bay of Alexandretta as Heligoland is to the Elbe and Wilhelmshaven,

and Alexandretta may in future be a second Smyrna—a great port of

trade to and from Mesopotamia.! Cyprus, with its large coast-line,

should remain in the hands of a Power that can efficiently police the

Mediterranean.

There are, however, many other reasons hitherto insufficiently

appreciated. Cyprus is a valuable half-way house to India for our

young soldiers. It affords an admirable training-ground for troops.

Its value as a sanatorium is important, as has been amply proved by

* In the Near Eatt, 1919.

t V. Letter to Morning Poit, October 25, 1915.
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our troops in several campaigns. Again, the future of aviation, which

is to revolutionize the world, is not to be overlooked. The island

should be an important station and base in connection with British

and international aircraft.

It is safe to say that, for a long time to come, the Near and Middle

East will be a source of anxiety~and trouble. Many thinkjhafc we are

diligently sowing the seeds of unrest in those regions at present.

What was the menace in 1878 compared with that of 1920? I would

earnestly recommend to those who have an open mind that the

importance of this question should noti be under-estimated; and that

all who are able to influence opinion (all, indeed, can do so) will throw

their weight into the scale, in order that the country should not

commit the blunder of relinquishing an island which may become of

great value to us, as lying so near the trade routes and storm centres

of the present and the future.

May I conclude with an extract from an article in the Daily

Telegraph, which, I think, puts the case very appropriately? "At

t'his moment, when so many world problems—political, territorial,

naval, military, and economic—press for settlement, the question of

the future of Cyprus has been raised. We trust there will be no

misconception in this matter, as there was when, without consultation

with the naval and military authorities, Heligoland was given to the
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Germans, with a fine gesture of liberality, to be developed as the out-

post of Prussianism. This hasty and ill-considered act was the cause

of many of our strategical embarrassments in the north Sea in

the war.

"Greece is a small nation, with a population about half that of

London scattered over some 25,000 square miles. It is strategically

weak and relatively poor. . . . We have to deal with the present,

and must be on our guard against any action which, owing to the

weakness of Greece to defend her sovereignty, might lead to Cyprus

becoming a sort of Heligoland in the Mediterranean, situated at a

point where our essential sea communication with Egypt and India

could be threatened.

"Sir Edward Grey, without consulting Parliament, onerea it to

Greece; but fortunately, we think, for all concerned, no bargain was

come to. It cannot be urged that we have turned the island into a

fortress like Heligoland, to promote the selfish interests of the British

people either in the West or the East. On the contrary, we have held

our trust with jealous regard for the interests of other Mediterranean

Powers. Yet we can imagine conditions which would render Cyprus

a pistol aimed at the main artery of the British Empire. And so, with

all cordiality to Cypriots, who with a large proportion of Moham-

medans make up the population, we cannot see any valid argument

for ceding this island, which has for so many generations been an
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outpost of Western influence in a region subject to recurring

troubles."

The CHAIRMAN, in inviting discussion, said that beyond expressing

his own personal appreciation of the paper, which contained what he

believed to be a most useful summary of our former and present political

relations with Cyprus, and some very valuable suggestions regarding

its future, he could not offer any comment upon it. His own know-

ledge of Cyprus was so very limited that he did not think he would be

justified in making any lengthy remarks on the various topics which

the paper raised; but there were gentlemen present who had an

intimate knowledge of the country, and who had made the charac-

teristics of the island a study from every point of view—socially,

politically, and geographically. He thought he could not do better

than ask them to address a few words to them on the various points

mentioned by Mr. Michell. He would first of all call upon Sir William

Haynes Smith, who had been a High Commissioner of Cyprus, and

whose opinion had been quoted by the lecturer.

Sir WILLIAM HAYNES SMITH said that he was in office in Cyprus

for some years, and had spent a very pleasant and happy time there.

The country was a most interesting one, as any who visited it would

find. It had been his pleasure to collect various interesting anecdotes

both from the old classics and from ancient history of what had
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occurred in Cyprus, but it was not his intention to weary the audience

with these. His collection included records of the relations which the

Phoenicians, the Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Romans had with

the island; but what, perhaps, interested him more than anything,

was the part played by the old Crusaders in its history. They had

heard how Richard Coeur-de-Lion met his bride there, marrying her

at Limasol. When she arrived she was kept on the vessel for two

days looking at the land until Richard arrived. She was naturally

very angry, because it was not pleasant being detained on a vessel'

anchored so near the shore—an experience, he could assure *them,

which was not very pleasant when a heavy swell was on. Richard

was also very angry that she should have been subjected to this

annoyance, and when he arrived he retaliated by taking their country.

It was of interest to follow up some of the journeys Richard took

through Cyprus, and the extent of ground he covered in so short a

time was simply amazing. It was hard indeed for anyone to keep up

with and follow the daily footsteps of Richard, hindered though he

must have been by impedimenta, in journeying from one part of the

country to another. He might go back to the classics to show that in

ancient days Cyprus was a.place uf some importance. It was recorded,

for example, that one of the Kings of Paphos offended the Romans,

who in consequence thought that he ought to be removed, and that
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his office should cease. They accordingly sent down one of their

•officials to wind up his estate. His pictures and furniture were put to

auction, and on sale realized a sum equivalent to two million sterling

according to present-day value, BO that he must have lived fairly

comfortably. This afforded evidence as to the style of living in the

island at that time. An incident took place during the Turkish

invasion which might be mentioned. When the Turks took Fama-

gusta, they were alarmed at the resistance offered by the defenders.

The Venetian tjfficer in command held out for a very long time, aad

ultimately the Turks offered very good and honourable terms. They

promised that the life of the Commander and the lives of his officers

would be spared. The Venetian officer and his garrison, pressed by

hunger, surrendered; but the Turks treated them very badly—very^

much, indeed, as the Bolsheviks have treated their victims. The

Turks'flayed the brave Venetian alive, and stuffed his skin with straw.

They carried it as their flag into Constantinople. The Venetians,

when they were able to make peace, ransomed the skin of their brave

countryman, and one could see the place in Venice wbofe his honoured

remains, lie buried. With regard to the Biblical history of Cyprus,

they would find that St. Barnabas was a native of, and was connected

with, the island for a very long time. When the Archbishop of Cyprus

signed any document, he did so in imperial purple. Authority for his
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doing so had a very interesting origin. It was said that the Gospel of

St. Mark was taken out of the arms of St. Barnabas who, on his

death, was buried in' a sitting position. The Emperor Zeno was so

glad to receive this authentic copy of the Gospel of St. Mark that he

authorized the Archbishop of Cyprus always to sign his letters and his

various orders and official documents in the imperial purple, and also

gave him the right to carry the imperial insignia, which the Byzantine

Emperor was entitled to. During his term of office as High Com-

missioner of Cyprus, one of the Archbishops died. He attended the

funeral, and the insignia of the Emperor of the Byzantine Empire was

carried before the Archbishop's remains. Indeed, in dealing with

matters relating to the island, one could not help constantly coming

across points in ancient history in one's daily work, but this was only

the fringe of the subject. With regard to the country itself, there was

no doubt it could be made a prosperous island, but it required expen-

diture. He was afraid that he somewhat got into hot water with the

powers that be because he was very anxious to improve the internal

communications of the island, and desired to have good roads laid

right through it. The" question of Cyprus involved, however, larger

issues. The object of the Treaty of Berlin after the Russo-Turkish

War was unquestionably to settle once and for all the troubles of the

East. Those who at that time had control of the foreign policy of this

country foresaw to a great extent what had actually occurred in recent

CYPRUS 75

years. As he looked in imagination upon the shores of Gallipoli,

strewn with our dead, when he reflected upon this unnecessary

sacrifice of gallant lives, he thought one could not but regret that the.

mistakes of those who succeeded the statesmen who framed that

Treaty had never been previously remedied. Cyprus ran to a point

up the~ Bay of Iscanderoon, like a finger directed to Central Asia,

and the plan was that communications should be established by means

of railways from Alexandretta to the various countries in Central

Asia and Southern Russ'ia. He felt sure that the various countries

that were now in seething discontent and in constant warfare one with

another would never be in a settled condition unless the plan which

was then intended was carried out. Easy communication should be

provided from Alexandretta up to Trebizond in the Black Sea. If

they carried a map of Asia Minor in their minds they would remember

that the line from Trebizond down to Alexandretta was the narrowest

part of Asia Minor. The proposed line was surveyed, and it would

have given access behind Constantinople to the corn-producing

countries of Southern Russia and, in fact, to all the countries

bordering on the Black Sea, whilst also giving access to Persia and

other places. Well, that was the idea of those who formulated the

famous Treaty, and stipulated for the occupation of Cyprus, as guard-

ing the entrance to the projected system of internal communication.
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But there was a change of Government after the Treaty, and every-

thing that was in mind at that time was by the Gladstonian Govern-

ment considered anathema, and had since been considered anathema,

not only by the Gladstonian Government, but by others. Even the

late Lord Salisbury, they would remember, stated that in this connec-

tion we had "backed the wrong horse." With all due deference to

that great statesman, he did not think we had "backed the wrong

horse." We had rather selected the wrong jockey, and put the horse

under the control of the wrong persons. England, with the rights

then obtained of controlling administration, had at that time an

opportunity of producing a condition of affairs, and of so acting that

there would have been peace in these countries during all these years.

We could have had the means of opening what he might call a back-

door entrance to the whole of these countries, irrespective of the

entrance by the Straits so strongly defended by Turkey. As they

were aware, Turkey, under German influence, laid down a railway on

the Euphrates Valley from Constantinople to Baghdad, and selected

the route with the special object of evading the British Navy. And

the whole of that policy had been, he would not say supported, but

had been acquiesced in by the British Government. Fortunately for

us, the result of the war enabled us to dictate terms with regard to

these matters; otherwise, he thought, the railways, designed and con-

trolled as they then were by. the Germans, would have ultimately led to
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the complete destruction of our Eastern Empire. In another respect

Providence intervened in an episode regarding Cyprus, when the

Foreign Secretary, off his own bat, without reference to any of his

colleagues, offered Cyprus to Greece. Fortunately the Greek Govern-

ment refused the offer. They told our Foreign Secretary that they

did want the island and that they would not do what they were asked

to do. He was glad of that opportunity of urging that the proper

mode of producing peace in.the countries there, including Armenia,

was to look at the question from the geographical point of view. The

natural configuration offered the means for obtaining easy access to

these countries, thus facilitating the settlement of the difficult ques-

tions that are constantly troubling us—indeed, they would settle

themselves. With regard to Cyprus itself, the island was a com-

paratively small one. But it had splendid natural resources; it had

capabilities with regard to producing corn, barley, oil, silk, and wine.

He dared say many of them during the war, and without knowing it,

had consumed brandy which was said to be the best French brandy,

but which, if they had traced it to its base of production, they would

have found it had its origin in Cyprus. And very good brandy it was,

too. With regard to wine, it came into the English market under

different names and brands. As they might be aware, the Jews had

had a large interest in the matter. The settlements supported by the
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Rothschilds had produced an immense quantity of wine in Palestine,

which had come into England, and there was a large quantity of it

now in the country awaiting to be consumed. Cyprus was a very

interesting country, which might be made most prosperous both for its

inhabitants and those who were connected with it. But apart from

this aspect, he regarded Cyprus from the point of view of its being the

key to the whole system of easy communication in Central Asia.

For that reason he should resist to his utmost the idea that it should

be surrendered to the Greeks. As soon as he had heard of the

proposal, he wrote as strong a letter as he could to the Prime Minister

urging the various points which he had at this meeting incidentally

alluded to. It was his sincere hope that the British people would

strongly support those who opposed the cession of Cyprus to any

other nation.

The CHAIRMAN said that he welcomed the presence of another

gentleman who had held the high position of High Commissioner of

Cyprus, Sir Charles King-Harman.

Sir CHART.ES KTNO-HARMAN said he had been asked to say a few

words about Cyprus, although he was afraid he could not add any-

thing of special interest to what they had heard in the course of the

excellent lecture given them by Mr. Michell, whom he recognized to

be the greatest living authority on all matters connected with the

historic island. At the same time, he might offer a few remarks on
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the crucial question of the day so far as that country was concerned—

namely, its ownership in the future. The whole matter was in the

melting-pot at the present moment. The question at issue was of

intense interest both to the people there and, he thought, also to those

at home. Cyprus had changed hands a great many times; and with-

out going into its ancient history, which the lecturer had already very

ably sketched for them, he might remind them that at the time of the

British occupation in 1878 the island had been in the possession of

the Turks for about 300 years. Only those who had any practical

knowledge of Ottoman rule and of what it means could form any

adequate conception of the pitiable condition to which the people o?

the island were then reduced. It was perhaps enough for him to say

that in all matters relating to civilization the unfortunate in-

habitants were, under Turkish rule, reduced to the darkness and

desolation of the Middle Ages. Then came the occupation of the

island by the British in 1878. This was hailed by its people with

the greatest delight as meaning for them the dawn of freedom, and as

giving the promise of prosperity and progress in the island—a promise,

he maintained, which had been more than amply fulfilled. After

some forty years of British rule—a very short period, indeed, in the

history of a country or of a people—the island had risen from the

lowest depths of ruin and depression to the height of prosperity. It
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was perhaps a curious commentary on Oriental conceptions of appre-

ciation and gratitude to say that at the present day the great desire of

those who claim to voice and represent the feelings of the majority

of the people was to get rid of the English out of the island altogether.

We saw exactly the same thing going on in Egypt, whose phenomenal

prosperity was very largely due to British administration. He thought

that if any student of history could write or lecture on the psychology

of the Oriental mind it would be a very interesting and informative

work. The lecturer had told them what the people of the island owe

to us, and he would only lay emphasis on the fact, without mentioning

anything else, that the reforms we effected in the Courts of Justice

there for the first time in the history of the island brought justice to

the doors of ite people. The causes of the people are now heard and

dealt with under the. supervision of a thoroughly impartial legal

tribunal. That alone was a matter for which the whole population

of Cyprus should be eternally grateful to the English Government.

They had with them that afternoon the late Chief Justice of Cyprus,

and if that gentleman cared to contribute to the discussion he could

tell them a great deal of how even-handed justice had been secured

for those Oriental people for the first time in the history of the world.

That alone, he repeated, was enough in itself to make the people of

Cyprus grateful to us. Sir William Haynes Smith had very appro-

priately reminded them that nothing could add more to the material
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prosperity of any country than proper and efficient means of internal

communication. Under the able government of Sir William Haynes

Smith, roads were constructed where nothing previously existed,

except, perhaps, goat tracks. There was previously only one road

ov$r which any wheeled vehicle could go. At the time we occupied

Cypru*4<b.e island was regarded as being of the greatest strategic value

to the Empire, commanding as it does the mouth of the Suez Canal.,

Subsequently, unde?~TBL_arrangement made with the French Govern-

ment, we were given a free hand-uxJSgyjpt, whereby that strategic

value was reduced. Even now the island, "from its geographical

position in regard to Egypt, to Syria, and to Asia Minor, was not

only of great importance to the British Empire, but it was also of

value from another standpoint. If Cyprus were to fall into the hands

of any power hostile to us, it might easily become a very serious

menace to our communications with the East. At the present moment

there was a certain noisy section in the island whose leaders, he

thought, were chiefly lawyers, who most certainly owed their position

and all their fortune to our administration. Its meiribers were now

clamouring for the island to be ceded to Greece. The proposal in-

volved points of very great importance to its people. First of all,

looking at it from a purely material point of view, it was hardly to be

expected that the island, if it formed part of Greece, would flourish
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or prosper any more than the unfortunate Ionian Islands had done.

Indeed, it was certainly more than probable that it would fall back

into a condition of poverty and decay if it were deprived of the

powerful assistance, financial and otherwise, of the British Empire.

Then, looking at it from the political point of view, the question was

a serious one both for the inhabitants and for the people of England,

because, as he had already said, the island in the hands of any other

Power could very easily be used for the weakening of our position in

the East. So that we could see that from a material as well as from

a political point of view it would seem to be a most unwise thing to

abandon the island to Greece. He himself was perfectly confident

that if it were possible to obtain a free, uninfluenced, untutored

expression of opinion from the people on this matter, their self-

determination—and self-determination was a very blessed word in

those days—would be overwhelmingly in favour of the island remain-

ing an integral part of the British Empire. Of course, those who

know the island are perfectly well aware that it would never be

possible to obtain a proper expression of opinion from the people of

Cyprus. The Pro-Greek organization was far too strong and too far-

spread to allow of any untrammelled vote on the question being taken.

He went to the island very shortly after the British occupation. He

was there some three years, and knew it well. He returned to it in

1904, and had the honour to administer the government for seven
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years, till 1911. He might therefore claim to be very fully informed

as to its circumstances; and he was strongly of opinion that to cede

the island to Greece would be not only a most cruel thing for the

people themselves, but a most disastrous mistake for ourselves.

The CHAIRMAN reminded the audience that they had with them a

very old friend of the Society, Sir William Ramsay, whose delightful

lecture on " The Road to Anatolia" they all remembered.

Sir WILLIAM RAMSAY said he would not detain the meeting more

than a few minutes. He should speak from the point of view of

history. It had been his study through life to trace the relation

between Europe and Asia; and he had acquired, as a student of

history, the definite opinion that the British Empire, with many

mistakes, some acts which he might call crimes, in spite of a good

deal of ignorance in high places, and still worse, narrowness of view

on the part of Governments which looked only to the prospective

results of the next election—with all these faults and mistakes, the

British Government as a whole had moved nearer the line of the

progress of the world than any other Power. And if we turned our

back on Cyprus, if we retired from it and from the line of progress, we

would turn our back on our own history and on everything that made

it right to believe in the future of the British Empire. He should

regard it as an act of falsene.- a and of disbelief in the mission and in
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the character of our country, if we should now abandon Cyprus. It

was a totally different thing to speak of what took place in 1878-79,

and to speak of what might now be done. The question now is not

whether what then took place was right or wrong. When we had

once gone so far forward in a line which is so closely related to one of

the greatest problems in history—the relation between East and West

—we could not turn back with safety or with honour. Like Sir

William Haynes Smith, he was under the disadvantage of speaking

as an owner of property in Cyprus. For twenty-five years he had been

the registered owner of considerable property, on part of which, as he

was informed—though he had never seen this property—stood the

great stronghold of the Knights Templars at Kolossi. Turkish law did

not recognize ownership of property in the hands of a Sociiti anonyme,

and required that any landed property must be registered in the name

of a certain individual. Consequently, a company in which he had a

small share selected him as the person who should be the registered

owner of the property. Part of the estates was sold about twelve

years ago, and whether Kolossi still formed part of the property he

did not know. But he used to regard himself as being a kind of feudal

lord by a legal fiction. That fact might, perhaps, create a certain

prejudice, but he was not.himself conscious of it. In any case, when

he spoke on the matter under discussion, he went back to what he

learned in Anatolia about 1880 and the following years. What he had
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learned was largely due to Sir Charles Wilson, who was sent to

investigate the state of matters (especially regarding the character

of the encampment, and the grounds for maintaining that Cyprus

was a pestilential hole), soon after the island was taken over in 1878.

He spoke on Sir Charles Wilson's authority and on the authority of

many other residents in Western Asia, and entirely apart from any

supposed commercial interests that afterwards connected him with the

island. He would repeat what he'ventured once to write in 1901 to

the late Lord Percy. It had not been a habit of his to intrude his

opinion on influential persons, but in 1901 he felt bound to write

Lord Percy as a traveller in Anatolia, who was then Under-Secretary

of State for Foreign Affairs, protesting against the withdrawal of the

Consulate from Konia. He pointed out that that was not the time

for us to be pushing forward when there was a development of the

Anatolian and Baghdad railways, but that once we reached a point,

we should never turn back. He urged that what we needed to do at

that moment was to rest quietly. All who had lived any time in

Turkey knew the virtue of sitting still. It was an extremely important

thing for us to learn to sit quietly, when it was not the time to push

forward. He said to him in his letter: "Let the Germans carry

forward this Anatolian railway to Baghdad, and within fifty years it

will be in the hands of the British."
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The CHAIRMAN invited further observations or questions.

Colonel C. E. YATE, M.P., expressed agreement with what had

been said as to the results that would happen were the idea of the

abandonment of Cyprus to be entertained. He also desired to say

how cordially he appreciated the remarks made by Sir Charles King-

Harman about lawyers having been some of the principal originators

of the movement for the cession of Cyprus. He thought the same

observations might be applied with equal truth and force as to the

origin of the troubles in Egypt as well as in India. Indeed, he could

not help wishing that the old regulation, which he enforced when he

was Chief Commissioner in Baluchistan, that no lawyer should be

admitted to the province, could be more generally observed than it

was, in order to better safeguard the real interests of the mass of the

people of those countries. He observed that he should like to ask

the lecturer one or two questions before he sat down. First of all, he

was not quite sure of what the Greek population of Cyprus consisted,

and he should like to know what claim it had to be called Greek. So

far as he knew, the people of Cyprus had been the people of Cyprus

since the dawn of history. He acknowledged that they now professed

the religion of the Greek Church, but he wished to know what claim

they had to be called Greeks. We called them Greeks, but was there

actually any racial or blood affinity between them and the people of

Greece, and how did they stand in these respects'! We all realized
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the support given to our rule by the Turks, and this "was an additional

reason that we should never desert the latter. It would be impossible

for any Greek Government to govern a country like Cyprus with so

large a population of Turks who, if we were to abandon the island,

would naturally claim to maintain their rights as British subjects, and

would be entitled to do so. He did not think a Greek Government in

Cyprus with such a large population of Turks would tend to harmony

in any possible way whatsoever. The second question he would like

to ask had reference to th.e agriculturists of the country. Mr. Michell

had referred to the great difficulties against which they had to contend,

and had shown how completely they were in the power of the money-

lenders. This was a subject which had created a great deal of trouble

in India, where, at various times, legislation had been passed to protect

the agriculturists against the money-lenders. Could the lecturer say

if any legislation had been passed by the Cyprus Government with a

similar object in view, or were the wretched agriculturists still left

entirely at the mercy of the lawyers and the money-lenders? Thirdly,

he should like to know what had been done to open up, develop, and

improve the forests of Cyprus. There were many valuable trees in the

island, and it was well known how the demand for wood and timber of

various kinds was increasing. Had anything been done, and.if so,

what, to preserve and reafforest lands in Cyprus suitable for the
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purpose? It struck him that Cyprus had a very valuable timber

industry before her, and he should like to know what her Government

had done or is doing in the direction of developing it. Finally, he

should also like to know what harbour accommodation there was in

Cyprus. Was there any harbour in which our Navy could ride in

safety, or was there any safe anchorage or only open roadsteads?

Some little information from the lecturer on these points would be

very useful if he had the time at his disposal to give it.

Mr. ROLAND MICHELL, in replying to the discussion and questions,

said he did not think the Greeks of Cyprus could be called Greeks as

a race in the strict sense of the term. The only claims they had to be

so designated were that they spoke the Greek language, and were

believers in and were adherents of the religion of the Greek Orthodox

Church. He did not think they could claim to be racially Greek

any more than the Coptic people, the descendants of the former

inhabitants of Egypt, could be regarded as of Arab origin. In Egypt

the Arabic language was impressed upon the Coptic people, and the

language of Egypt was Arabic. They could not call those people

Arabian. In a similar way, the Greek language was impressed upon

the people of Cyprus who, in addition, adopted or followed the religion

of the Greek Church. Moreover, the Turks, the former rulers of the

island, had rendered it almost impossible for any Greek subject of

Turkey to become the subject of a foreign nationality. The people ol
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Cyprus spoke the language and took the religion of the people of

Greece as a result of having mingled with their Greek invaders. With

reference to the money-lenders, Mr. Michell said that their relations

with the agriculturists involved a long question. There were great

hopes that, when Sir William Willcocks formed his society to establish

a bank for the benefit of the agriculturists, good results would follow.

He had the sole right to establish agricultural banks in the island, he

thought, for a period of fifty years. There were great hopes that this

would do a great deal for the peasantry in delivering them from the

grip of the Greek money-lenders, but he did not think it had been at

all the success which it was hoped it would be. He quite agreed that

relief of the peasantry from the trammels imposed upon them by these

people was one of the great reforms which ought to be introduced in

the island. The forests were certainly being preserved by the Forestry

Department of the Cyprus Government. A great deal had been done

for their protection, although reafforestation had not received so much

attention as its importance merited. An excellent report by a former

Chief of the Department, M. Madon, embodied proposals for re-

afforestation, but unfortunately they involved too great an expen-

diture, although he believed this would in the end prove to be very

remunerative. At the same time, he did not think all had been done

that might with advantage have been done. Too much cutting down
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was, perhaps, going on at present. With regard to harbour accom-

modation, two scheme? were formulated by Mr. Brown, the able

engineer. One would have involved an expenditure of about a million

and a half. It provided for a harbour being constructed at Famagusta

which could accommodate the whole of the Mediterranean Squadron.

The other scheme, which cost very much less, was sanctioned by

Mr. Chamberlain and carried out. The existing conditions were most

unsatisfactory. If we are to hold the island, the larger scheme should

be carried out at Famagusta.

The CHAIRMAN thought the audience would agree that they had

hnd a very enlightening and helpful discussion on the paper. It only

remained for them to join in a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr.

Michell for his kindness in addressing them.

The proceedings then concluded.

THE ORGANIZATION OF BRITISH

RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST

A MKETING of members and friends of the Central Asian Society was

held on the afternoon of Wednesday, February 18, 1920, at the Royal

Astronomical Society's Lecture lloom, Burlington House, London,

when a paper entitled '' The Organization of British Responsibilities

in the Middle East " was read by Captain HOD. W. Onnsby Gore, M.P.

The chair was occupied by the Right Hon. LordCarnock, P.C., G.C.B.,

the President.

The CHAIRMAN, in introducing Captain Ormsby Gore, remarked

that the time of our legislators is at present so fully occupied that they

were indebted to that gentleman for having found time to attend that

afternoon and to give them a lecture on what was a most interesting

subject.

CAPTAIN HON. W. ORMSBY GORE, M.P., said: LordCarnock, Ladies and

Gentlemen,—My excuse for opening a discssion on this very difficult

subject is that for the last few years, at any rate, I have been some-

what intimately connected with various aspects of the Mid-Eastern

Question. I am quite prepared to admit that, compared with most of

you present here this afternoon, I am probably but a beginner, and

therefore hardly qualified to lay down the law. I served as a Political

Officer in the Arab Bureau at the outbreak of the revolt in Hejaz in

the middle of 1916, up to the middle of 1917; and then I was brought
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back as Assistant Secretary to the War Cabinet for the Eastern

Section of the work. I was Assistant Secretary of the Middle Eastern

Committee, which was a Committee of the Foreign Office, the War

Office, the Admiralty, and the India Office, under Lord Curzon, whose

duty it was to try and co-ordinate the sometimes, fissiparous activities

of different Government Departments dealing with the Near East.

Then I went back to Palestine in the spring of 1918, when I was again

Political Officer in Judsea, and when the armistice came I went to

Paris for two months as one of the British Delegation in connection

with the Turkish Treaty. My point of view, therefore, is largely that

of a person who has looked at it a good deal through other than

ordinary spectacles: from the extreme western end—that is to say,

from the Palestine, Sinai, Red Sea end—in particular, and from the

point of view of the Government in London. I think I may tell you
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that in the Arab Bureau we were formed with our headquarters in

.Cairo. It was our duty to collect information from Morocco, from

Zanzibar, from Mesopotamia, Palestine, Arabia, and even from Cyprus

—I might say from the whole of the Arabic-speaking world and its

fringe. We were a sort of Political Intelligence Office with links of

our chain at Zanzibar, Busra, Morocco, and so on, and all this

multiplicity of political information was collected in an office at

Cairo. We, of course, dealt with Hejaz and Aden. When our

information was collected it was at once communicated to the Foreign

Office, to the Directors of Military and Naval Intelligence at home.

Thus we got rather a comprehensive survey of the trend of events and

of some of the post-war possibilities in this vast new area, for which

we have now become practically responsible. Now I think I should

say a little in detail of what that is. We found at the outset that,

for Cyprus, British Somaliland, and Zanzibar, the Colonial Office was

responsible, and the British officers were agents of the Colonial Office.

Then for the Persian Gulf, for Mesopotamia, and for very nearly half

of the regions of the Red Sea, the Government of India und its agents

were responsible. At the beginning of the war the political direction

of the admiral in the Red Sea was under the Government of India,

and later on there was a new demarcation of spheres of influence

between the India Office and the Foreign Office. To start with,
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the Arabian Peninsula, including the Red Sea right up to Suez,

was still under the Government of India, and the area now form-

ing the Kingdom of Hejax was placed under the High Com-

missioner at Cairo and through him under the Foreign Office.

Sir Mark Sykes quoted in the House of Commons one of the

most famous instances of how things sometimes break down. It had

reference to negotiations between the High Commissioner in Cairo

and the King of Hejaz, with whom we completed a treaty about

K unfit lull, a small town on the Red Sea coast. It was very interesting

to see what happened, the way in which imperial business is done.

The Political Officer in the Red Sea communicated with his chief in

Aden, who communicated with the Foreign Department of the India

Government at Simla, which communicated with the India Office in

London, who sent across to the Foreign Office for the Foreign Office

to communicate with the High Commissioner in Cairo, and the reply

went back through the same channels. The duration of time for the

transmission of the telegrams, apart from the discussion of the decision,

amounted to eighteen days. So you will see it would have been very

difficult to get anything like a rapid decision if there had been fighting

going on. It shows you in addition that sometimes, when we get a

conflict of authority, it is extremely difficult to get an early answer

from His Majesty's Government on any point that may be at issue.

Especially so is this the case when you find that probably there is a
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considerable difference of opinion between the Foreign Department uf

the India Government at Simla and the Foreign Office in London.

I have dealt so far with preliminaries. Let me now deal with the

position in which we find ourselves to-day. By the time the armistice

had arrived the British armies were in possession of the whole of

Mesopotamia and of Palestine and we had either by treaty or arrange-

ment established for Britain quite a unique position in the whole of

the Arabian Peninsula. Practically there are none of the many

independent chiefs in this enormous area who have not concluded

some separate agreement with the British Government. These

treaties all recognize the unique p'osition of the British as compared

with any other Power, and we are in special relations to each and all

of them. Turkey has, of course, entirely disappeared from the

Peninsula, I hope never to return. The hold of the Turk on Central

Arabia has always been more or less ineffective. He has had, of

course, nominal possession of the Hejaz, but there again only more

or less with the tacit assent of the Arab population. In Mesopotamia

he has had perpetual difficulties, and the tribes of Oman and of the

south-eastern portion of Arabia have been far more closely connected

with the British Empire through India than with the Ottoman. I do

not know if you have read an extremely interesting article on the

Middle East which recently appeared in the December number of
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The Round Table. The upshot of this article is to show that apart

from the great political and economic difficulties presented in the

internal administration or direction of this new area, for which the

British Empire has become directly or indirectly responsible, we have

added a long,- new, and still indeterminate land frontier open to attack

by military forces at many points along a line where many of the

great conflicts of history have taken place during the last four

thousand years. Hitherto the British Empire has to all intents and

purposes consisted of a series of islands. Egypt, even, has hitherto

been, as it were, an island, surrounded on the east and on the north

by the sea, and on the west by a sea of sand. The .frontiers of India,

consisting of the great mountains of the Himalayas and the Hindu

Kush, have made India virtually an island empire, and these frontiers,

troublesome though they have been and still are, are far more easily

defensible when compared with the new open land frontiers of

Mesopotamia and Palestine and the semi-desertic region lying between

them.

Between Mesopotamia and Palestine there lies the Syrian desert,

which, unlike the western desert of Egypt or the desert which has

hitherto separated Egypt from Palestine, is not a sea of sand, but is a

hard-surfaced desert traversible by modern wheeled transport and

destined to become an aerial highroad. The old caravan routes across

the Syrian desert have been for long comparatively disused (I do not
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say absolutely disused), compared with the uses made of them in

Roman and Early Islamic times, but there is no doubt that they

could be reopened to a considerable extent. Then Haifa, Damascus,

and Bagdad may be connected by railway. This desert is not an

entirely rainless country, and, as I have said, it is a hard-surface

country, and the sandbelt is extremely thin hi parts. There is a sort

of hook or query mark that comes round to the great sandy desert of

Southern Arabia, and in some places it is quite narrow. One has

therefore got to remember that it is very difficult to say that there is

a natural frontier anywhere in the land north and south in that desert

between Syria and the valley of the Euphrates. Now my object this

afternoon is to consider not so much the immense military problem

presented by this new frontier as how we are to organize the adminis-

tration, development, and political relations with the inhabitants of

the area lying within this new frontier. Of course, it will make the

whole difference to our military obligations and the size of our garrison

there if we can establish such conditions inside this new frontier as

will ensure peace, content, and progress. Then, also, we must

immensely lighten the burden on the British taxpayer, who is now

paying dearly for Palestine and Mesopotamia. Now we cannot, of

course, consider this inner organization, that of the countries within

the frontier, without also considering the neighbouring States and
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peoples immediately outside it. The biggest and most indeterminate

section of this frontier will be that lying between an as yet absolutely

undefined point somewhere in the north-east of Syria, and the Persian

frontier north-east of Mosul. That is an appallingly difficult frontier

to try to draw. It is a region of country inhabited, I suppose, mainly

by Kurds, by Kizil Bashes, by Arabs, by Armenians, and by Turks.

It is a country which for ages has been particularly unruly and

particularly given to disturbance, brigandage, and all the other

pleasant state of things that go on in those mountainous regions. I

want you to remember that within the last five months we have lost

six Political Officers in the country immediately north of Mosul.

Each one as appointed gets killed by the Kurdish tribesmen. There

is absolutely no doubt that we cannot at present look forward to a

peaceful northern frontier in Mesopotamia. The conditions are

absolutely shifting, and there is no homogeneity amongst the peoples.

You hardly ever see it suggested that there should be an effort to

co-onH . i'ihe peoples there into one. It would, indeed, be extremely

difficQil. 'Ine chief of'each Kurdish tribe has, more or less, alawjjnto

himself. Then there is one additional difficulty that a large number

of the Kurds live on the Persian side of the frontier, many are found

in Mesopotamia, a good many live in Armenia, some live in this

indeterminate aroa lying to the north of the irrigible plain of northern

Mesopotamia, whilst, of course, a considerable number shift up and
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down in a semi-nomadic state. Obviously, then, the future of the

Kurdish tribes alone presents an almost appallingly difficult problem.

The. other point is, of course, that the Persian frontier forms a new

big fountain frontier, but history shows us that that mountain

frontier is really not an effective separation between the people of the

plains of Mesopotamia and the people of the highlands of Persia.

After all; right away back from the days of Cyrus the Mede to Hulagu

the destroyer of Bagdad, the main route of invasion from the north-

east, from far beyond the boundaries of the Persia we know to-day,

has always been movement across this mountain frontier into Meso-

potamia. They all swept down across these passes into the rich

plains of Mesopotamia, under the economic pressure in their less

favoured homes or inspired by the desire of some chieftain like

Tamerlane for conquest or of possessing the cradle of ancient civiliza-

tion and wealth. Central Asia has nearly always found the same sort

of safety valve in this westerly and south-westerly direction. Empire

after empire has been set up in Mesopotamia and has been in turn

overwhelmed by the people coming down from the mountains. Of

course, nowadays, it is a more difficult business. To bring armies you

must have railways to munition them and feed them. There is no

doubt that, supposing Russia developed a Napoleon, and that the

Russian Revolution went the way of most revolutions and ended in
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a military autocracy; supposing you had a situation in which the

Russian people wished to enforce their ideas or spread their conceived

mission by armed force as the French did 120 years ago: if they tried

to do that in Mesopotamia, as did Napoleon in Germany and Italy,

they.would have far greater difficulty than had the forces of any

previous military leader down to the time of Hulagu, because nowa-

days they have got to fight with weapons which require railway

transport, and the task of constructing a railway across Persia,

between Hamadan and Kermanshah, is gigantic.

The bulk of the population of Mesopotamia consists of Arabs of

the Shiah persuasion. In other words, the overwhelming majority of

them are of the same faith as the Persians. The holy places of

pilgrimage for the Shiah's sect are in Mesopotamia. The two great

Persian shrines, apart from Meshed, are Kerbelia and Nejef, and

these are in the Arabic country, to the west of the Euphrates, in the

midst of an entirely Arabic-speaking country. To these shrines you

have a continual flow of Shiab and Persian pilgrims, and actually they

are almost Persian towns. Anybody responsible for Mesopotamia

must realize this, and you will see that whoever has the political

control of Mesopotamia has got to be intimately connected with

Persia at the same time.

Now, I must next turn to the western side of the area we have

acquired—namely, to Syria. It seems pretty clear that we are going

4
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to remain in temporary possession, at all events, of Palestine. There

°is the narrow plain between the highlands of Judaea and the Mediter-

ranean Sea, which also form the neck of a funnel into which have

poured successive migrations of people from the north and east,

attracted' by the other great corn-growing basin, the 1TO&. -• It is

oHsoutial that wo should retain that bridgehead across the Suez Canal

which Palestine forms, and further that we should be on the flank of

the Hejaz railway so that no subsequent~revr»Bi-ef- the Turk, should

such a calamity come, will be able to turn the flank of the Suez Canal

as he tried to do during the war by coming down the Hedjaz railway,

and floating mines and all the rest of it in the Red Sea. The strategic

problem of Palestine, of course, lies in the determination of its natural

boundaries, and really the possession of the whole Jordan Valley is

essential to the creation of a satisfactory Palestine from every point

of view—economic, political, and military. Now as to the political

difficulties which we have and which we must a little consider before

we go into the proposed organization which I have to put before you.

I do not think there is any desire on the part of the inhabitants either

of Palestine or of Mesopotamia, or indeed of those of any part of the

Arabic-speaking world again to come under the Ottoman rule, or even

suzerainty, however shadowy. I think there is no doubt whatever on

that point. All the Bedouins want, the real Bedouins—that is to say,
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the tribes of Arabs who still have their tribal existence under inde-

pendent chiefs in Hejaz and other parte of Central Arabia—is, of

course, absolute independence. Each tribe desires to be allowed to

continue, unmolested, untaxed, and uninterfered with, the nomad

lives they have led for probably some thousands of years, and wisdom

dictates that that is the right thing too—that is the right thing to let

them do that. The proper policy, in my opinion, is to allow them

complete freedom and, above all, to make no effort to force them

under any one suzerainty. Such an attempt would be doomed to

failure. I am perfectly convinced of that. There are those who may

have thought that an Arabian Empire could have been formed, but to

my mind that is absolutely impossible—it is.not within the horizon of

practical politics. Of course, the biggest individual block of Arabs,

probably, is right down to the south-west corner, and we still know

very little about them. There are, possibly, three or four millions of

them in Yemen. They occupy the well-watered highlands and

mountains, some of them ten or twelve thousand feet high. There

are a few scattered relics of the old Sabian civilization. They form

interesting primitive communities who still live in the highlands

almost wholly unattached to the world. Again, the Turks have

always been ineffective there, and any attempt to put these people

under the government of any of the other Arab emirates is out of the

question.
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Mesopotamia, Syria, and Palestine were probably the worst-

governed and the worst-administered provinces of the Ottoman

Empire, while the Arabs of the Arabian Peninsula have never, during

the four centuries which have passed since Selim and Grim added

these Arabic-speaking provinces to the Ottoman throne, done more

than barely acknowledge a suzerainty of doubtful efficacy. The Arab

chiefs have to all intents and purposes exercised sovereign powers, and

even in settled districts like the Yemen in Southern Arabia the writ

of Constantinople has only run spasmodically. In Mesopotamia the

Arab inhabitants are at present prepared to exchange masters: at

present they have no present desire for complete independence and no

desire for even a figurehead sovereign of their own race.

And now I come to another element in the question, and that is

the importance of Damascus. Let me say at once that Damascus is

the economic, the cultural, and the industrial capital of the whole of

Arabia. Before the war the chief products of Central Arabia found

their market at Damascus, and all the tribes of the east and south-

east of the historic Syrian oasis look to it as the centre of their national

traditions, of their national hopes. In matters of religion they think

of Mecca and Medina as we think of Canterbury and York; so in

matters relating to trade and commerce and politics they regard

Damascus as we do London. Mecca and Medina are holy places to
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which they go on pilgrimage, but if they want to sell camels and buy

clothes, to transact business of any kind, it is all done at Damascus.

There is an elaborate system in Central Arabia by which practically

the whole of the surplus products—ghee, the native butter, and all the

other things included in ordinary Arab commerce—go up to Damascus,

where they are in turn sold and exchanged for all the principal

necessaries of the people. Go where you will, certainly over the whole

of the west and into Palestine, and you will find that in connection

with the buying and selling of every commodity, no matter what,

Damascas is the place which looms large in the Arabian mind. And,

after all, it is very natural, for it was the first great capital of the

Islamic Empire. The Caliphate shifted there very quickly after the

death of Ali, and from the very first Damascus has been the great

glory of Islamic culture and tradition. On the Caliphate being driven

out of it, the new capital was founded at Bagdad with probably very

much less success, for it became Persianized and ceased to be purely

Arabic in character. As a matter of fact, the Arab looks to Damascus

to be his independent capital, the one that he longs for as the symbol

of his newly rediscovered national consciousness.

Now, the desire of most Arabs is to be left alone, to live their own

lives in their own way, as they have lived it for two thousand years.

But among the settled and semi-settled tribes and townsmen of

Eastern Syria—a very considerable population—there is a real, new,
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cohesive national consciousness, and undoubtedly Damascus is the

centre of this feeling. But there is now a fear in their minds that

after having fought against the Turk for their independence in this

war they will be subjected to European rule. That is a very genuine

feeling, and though, for the moment, it is apparent that anti-French

sentiment is the predominant feeling in.. Arabic-speaking Eastern

Syria, and particularly among the Arabic-speaking Mohammedans

there, there can be little doubt that if the British were in the same

position as the French they would be equally strongly anti-British.

They want independence, nothing more and nothing less. It is

difficult to generalize about Syria as a whole, because along the coast

and in the Lebanon there is a large section that is not really Arab,

who do not share this new Arab national sentiment of which I have

been speaking. Those of you who know Beyrout know what sort of a

place it is. Its population is quite different hi culture, probably of

different racial origin. It is, in fact, a Levantine population, partly

Greek, partly Jewish, partly Phoenician, which has assimiliated at

least a veneer of Western civilization, wears European clothes, and

looks down upon the Arab who wears the kafiya as semi-barbarous and

as belonging-to a lower scale of civilization, and I am doubtful whether

they are right. Theirs is a different civilization, and some of them

fear that Damascus would be a State formed upon purely religious
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lines. There is at the present moment, and it is likely to continue for

some time, a cleavage between those who are pro-French and those

who are pro-Arab, and a frontier will have to be arrived at between

them. In Palestine there are, of course, still greater complications.

Take the city of Jerusalem alone. There are, I believe, in Jerusalem

at the present moment approximately 30,000 Jews, 15,000 Christians,

divided into forty different sects or communities, many of them

European, and 15,000 Mohammedans. The Christians and Moham-

medans combined about equal the Jewish population, or did before

the war. Then there are scattered up and down Palestine colonies of

every kind and description. Gaza is an Egyptian colony. Then you

get the Jewish colonies and a certain number of European semi-

monastic settlements. Bethlehem and Nazareth are purely Christian

towns; Tiberias and Safed are almost entirely Jewish; and then when

you come to deal with the Mohammedan population of Palestine,

having seen something of them myself, one is struck with the age-

long differences. There is an Arabic-speaking population of mixed

racial origin, but there is no racial or political cohesion there at all.

The mutual dislike between the Mohammedans of, say, Jerusalem

and Hebron is almost amazing, and, as I have written down here,

Palestine, above all the countries of the world, is the one where at

present self-determination means anarchy—it is altogether inapplic-

able. There is no getting away from the fact that Zionism presents
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difficulties as well as hopes. The non-Jew in Palestine mistrusts

Jewish intentions, and the Jew in Palestine mistrusts the non-Jew's

intentions. But Zionists have this great asset, that they have a very

skilful and highly organized organization in Palestine and throughout

the world, whereas the non-Jewish elements have, as I have said,

little or no cohesion. Further, neither discouragement nor practical

difficulties can deter the tenacity and obvious determination of Zionist

efforts now going on in Palestine. The Zionist leaders have proved

themselves most anxious to avoid embarrassing the British adminis-

tration, and are loyally working with them. But this administration,

in endeavouring to hold the scales evenly between the interests of all

the different communities in Palestine, is bound to incur the criticism*

of all to a certain extent. Zionism necessarily involves great changes

in the country. With the best will in the world those changes cannot

always prove palatable to many of the existing inhabitants, who do

not want to see any change from the old Turkish system of taxation,

for instance, but want the same old bribery and corruption, the same

old way of dealing with land. There is a strong conservative force in

Palestine, and to make the land pay its way, to make it prosperous

and become fit for development, many radical changes will have to

take place. But, as I have said before, changes of this kind in the

East are not always popular. Still, there is so much room for an
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increased population both in Palestine and in Mesopotamia that there

can be little doubt that the increase in population in Palestine as well

as the provision of the necessary capital and brains will be found by

Jewish immigrants and Jewish effort from all parts of the world. As

time goes on, therefore, the Jews are bound to play a more and more

preponderating part both in the development and in the internal

politics of their ancient country. Mesopotamia is quite different. It

has been suggested that the development of Mesopotamia, denuded as

it is of its proper complement of population, can be effected by

encouraging Indian immigration. Such an eventuality would, I fear,

bring with it a host of new problems even more difficult to solve than

those which have already arisen in Palestine. The Indian, whether

Mohammedan or Hindu, does not mix well with the Arab. In fact,

there is certain to be a good deul of fundamental antipathy between

the two; and it would seem that the development of Mesopotamia

must be limited by the natural growth of the existing Arab population

with a possible increase in the number of Persians and Jews. Now it

has been suggested that Indians could not be brought in as permanent

colonists so as to form a mixed race, but only on the indenture system.

India is not going to stand any more indentured labour; the feeling in

India against the indentured system is tremendously strong as a result

of what happened in Fiji and elsewhere. Besides that, India has

realized in the course of the war that she con produce industrially for
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herself on a manufacturing scale and that she^can absorb, in the near

future, with the overflowing capital that is waiting to be invested in

her own industrial activities, any surplus labour that she may pre-

viously have had. I am quite sure Mesopotamia cannot be developed

with Indian indentured labour. There has been a suggestion that the

Samalis can be introduced. There again I have seen something of

Samali labour, and I doubt again whether it could be safely utilized.

The Samali of to-day is not exactly the person I would invite to

Mesopotamia at the beginning of the expansion of that country. And

so I think the development will have to depend very largely upon the

local population and its gradual increase. After all, in the East,

'population increases rapidly given proper conditions, given peace and

the cessation of murder and an increase in the area of cultivation. . It

has been suggested that we can introduce Jewish colonists to Mesopo-

tamia as in Palestine, but I do not think that would work. After all,

the Jews in Bagdad and Mesopotamia are, and will remain, merely

townsmen and merchants. They will not do there what they are

doing with an 'effort of will in Palestine that is almost amazing—

namely, deliberately turn themselves from being townsmen into a

peasant population for the sake of an ideal. That is what is happening

in Palestine, and it is happening there simply because Palestine is the

quasi-religious centre which the Jews, with all their extraordinary
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age-long pertinacity, are setting themselves to achieve — forming

themselves once more into a race of peasants and herdsmen, and

giving up town life.

Now the economic possibilities, of course, are eventually enormous,

but rapid economic development cannot and should not be looked for.

In fact, if it is pushed too fast we shall be involved in grave political

difficulties and financial disappointment. Further, while Palestine

should early be able to pay its way, Mesopotamia will, for many years

to come, prove a considerable drain on imperial resources, apart alto-

gether from the cost of maintaining the new imperial frontier, if the

Government is to undertake great public works. The demand for

capital outlays on public works, notably drainage and irrigation, will

have to be met from somewhere, and it may be some years before

anything like an adequate return can be obtained on the bigger

schemes. I will say here that one thing which I think should be

observed in connection with our future organization of these areas,

particularly Mesopotamia, is not to go in too much for State or

Government development. I am perfectly certain that if you are to

develop a country like Mesopotamia on really effective lines, if you

are to have it done in a business-like way, and on an economic basis,

it ought to be done as far as possible by private enterprise. Capital

expenditure by military offices with the British taxpayer to draw up

is apt to be expensive. After all, an Army training is not conducive
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to economy in the use of public money. It is extraordinary, when a

general office is empowered to spend money ad lib., how quickly he

can get through it. I am not now referring to expenditure for military

purposes, but to expenditure for all things like railways, harbours,

docks, and all the etceteras that are a long way away from but often

essential to the actual fighting. Then, I do not think you would get

much capital for the development of Mesopotamia from the Govern-

ment of India. Of this I am certain—the attempt to follow Indian

models too closely, either in administration or development, is doomed

to failure, and Mesopotamia cannot and will not be financed by the

new India, which will make ever-increasing demands upon the Indian

revenues for internal objects of expenditure under the new Reform

Act passed last session. Every penny of taxation under that Act will

be earmarked to meet local expenditure in India itself, on things like

education.

How, then, are we to set about consolidating our position in this

our new Arabic-speaking empire? I use the word advisedly, for it is

nothing else than a new empire. The first necessity seems to me to

be the provision of an entire new British Civil Service. So far

Mesopotamia and Palestine have carried on with the loan of Civil

Servants and British officers whose experience has hitherto lain in

Egypt and the Sudan on the one hand and in India on the other. In
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Palestine this has not been altogether satisfactory, as the Jews, the

Levantines, and even the Arabic-speaking population of Palestine, are

all utterly different from the Sudanese and from the Egyptian fellah.

Mesopotamia has had in the person of Sir Percy Cox and his successor,

Colonel Wilson, two men at the head of the administration of quite

outstanding knowledge and character, but it is a question as to

whether India will be able to go on producing or can afford to spare,

if she does produce, many men of this type for service in the Arabic-

speaking countries. The new India will want such men in India. My

hope is that a new service recruited in England with a separate

examination and clearly defined contract will be formed for service in

Mesopotamia, Palestine, Aden, etc., and as Political Officers attached

to the many independent Arab chiefs throughout the Peninsula. I

would advocate the surrender by the Indian Government and the

India Office of all existing responsibilities outside the frontiers of the

Indian Empire. I still cherish the hope that some day a separate

Ministry under a separate Secretary of State may be formed in

London for the control and direction of this new Middle-Eastern

service, but necessarily we must proceed step by step, and the first

step seems to me to be the creation of an administrative department

in the Foreign Office for the carrying out of the functions which I

would like to see eventually transferred to a new Secretaryship of

State. I prefer the Foreign Office to the Colonial Office, because,
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although the duties would be mainly administrative and financial, the

political conditions are such that the administration of the territories

for which the British Empire is directly responsible, either to itself or

to the League of Nations, cannot be separated froELjhe political

relations with the neighbouring States and the various independent

Arab chiefs. I should say here in passing that I am quite certain that

I see no prospect of the various independent Arab chiefs becoming

federated under the King of Hejaz or "anybody-else_ into one inde-

pendent Arab Empire; in fact, I go so far as to say that it would be

quite impossible to put the Hejaz under Damascus or Damascus under

the Hejaz. If Feisal becomes established as independent Emir of

Damascus, as I hope he will, it will only be on terms of complete

independence from his father. Therefore, while I suggest that the

new department should be organized under the Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, I hope that that department will form a quite*separate

branch of the office, staffed by men who give their whole lives in the

service of the Middle East and who are personally conversant with its

many special problems—that is to say, the personnel of the Middle

Eastern Department of the Foreign Office should not be interchange-

able with the rest of the staff of the Foreign Office or with the

Diplomatic Service, but should be interchangeable only with the Civil

Service in Palestine, Mesopotamia, and Arabia. I have always felt

Generated for anonymous (Library of Congress) on 2014-05-05 13:29 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019676334
Public Domain in the United States, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

that the staffing of the Residency in Cairo by members of the

Diplomatic Service has been a misfortune from the purely adminis-

trative point of view, in spite of the excellent diplomats who have

from time to time been sent to Egypt by the Foreign Office. It is

found that when the diplomat comes to deal with irrigation, education,

problems of finance, and matters of that kind, he is not always the

most competently qualified to do so. On the other hand, the adminis-

trator in the Middle East must, I think, have some conception of

diplomacy and of political matters. We shall have to build up in

Palestine and Mesopotamia completely new legal and revenue systems.

The old Ottoman ones must go, and go for ever. We shall require the

services of a considerable body of engineers, doctors, and agronomists,

all of whom will have to have a knowledge of Arabic, and some will no

doubt be encouraged to take up Hebrew and Persian as well. All

these men will have to find their counterparts in the London office

which will control and direct both the politics and the administration

under the Secretary of State. I would suggest that the head of this

new department should be on an equality with whoever is in Lord

Hardinge's position, and not under the Permanent Under-Secretary,

but his equal. For some years to come the relations between the

British authorities in the new territories and the authorities in White-

hall must be somewhat similar to the new relations between the

Government of India and the Secretary of State for India under the
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Reform Act; that is to say, the Secretary of State should only interfere

with the people on the spot on imperial grounds, leaving his chief

agents in the East the widest latitude in internal and local affairs.

As far as possible I would allow the man whom you put at the head

of the Mesopotamia service, at the head of the Jerusalem service, or

the other heads, the freest possible hand. Now it has been suggested

that if this new department is formed there should be here in London

something parallel to the Indit Council in the Foreign Office. There

is no doubt that .on political questions, at any rate, it would be of

greater assistance to a Secretary, of State not familiar by actual

personal contact with the problems of the Middle East to have at his

elbow one or two representative men from those countries. But that

seems to me at present a detail, and I am not sure that it is wanted

at the present stage.

Now, as to the character of this proposed new Civil Service,

Sir Percy Cox and Colonel Wilson have started a new tradition which

it is most important should be maintained. It is quite a new and

distinct tradition compared, say, with that of the Indian Civil Service,

which, of course, we all admire; but it has already got quite a

different outlook and quite different ideals. In the first place, what-

ever happens, I hope that the number of administrative posts in the

service given to Englishmen will be kept down to an absolute
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minimum. I personally know that recently Palestine is overstaffed.

Everything depends on the quality of the men, and not on the

quantity. If we can get. the young men that Sir Percy Cox and

Colonel Wilson have been getting, if you can get a small number of

men of first-rate quality, it is better than ten times the number of a

lower quality. In order to do so you have to give special consideration

to the exceptional conditions of the country. In dealing with Meso-

potamia you have to bear in mind that its climate and amenities of

life are not of the very best. The climate of Palestine is one of the

very best; but that of Mesopotamia is pretty bad. You have to give

conditions of service which will enable, as it were, the Percy Cox-

Wilson tradition to exist; that is to say, you have to give pretty

frequent leave and very good pay—indeed, a small number but a

highly paid staff of officials, but with a clear understanding that the

men will be weeded out very quickly if they are not up to the standard

you set for them. For this service the idea must not hold that once a

man has passed the examination and got in it is a safe billet rising by

easy stages to a moderate pension. I am perfectly certain that if we

are to get just the men wanted for this service you must give higher

pay in the first instance, because if a man gets into a groove, if a man

ceases to have enthusiasm for the country and enthusiasm for his

work, well, then I am afraid that there is a great danger if he is kept

on and goes on under the ordinary system of seniority, because the
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service in this new Middle Eastern world is, of course, a service where

the thing that counts is personality. You are dealing both with the

Arabs and with the Jews; you are dealing with a people who, after all,

will never regard themselves as subject races. After all, you are in

the cradle of Islam, you have among the people who gave Islam to

the world this idea of Islam; let us make no mistake about it—that

to the Arab the mere idea that he is a Moslem means that you are a

member of a great, free, conquering race, and that they should not be

ruled as a subject people. That is what the Arabs feel deep in their

bones. Whilst they are willing and, it may be, anxious to get

Englishmen to help them, it is not on terms of anything like sub-

servience; it is barely on those of recognized equality. I remember a

scene down the Red Sea when an officer in the Indian Army did not

like the way in which some of the Arabs treated him. One of the

English officers who knew the Arabs well, having lived a good deal

amongst them, said: " Well, thank Heaven you are a gentleman, for

then they will treat you as an equal; if you had not been they would

have treated you very much as an inferior!'' That is also the relation

in Palestine. You have not only to live up to the highest standard,

but you have got to have an intellectual appreciation and an intel-

lectual knowledge of the amazing conditions of Palestine, the centre

of the world's faiths. You have got to be able to realize that
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Patriarchs and Chief Kabbis in Jerusalem are people who have

got to be treated not merely with respect but in a particular

way. And there is no doubt that in order to get a proper service

you have got to get a type of men like Colonel Lawrence, Cox,

Deedes, Wilson, and Shakespeare, who was killed in the service—

men who are specially gifted, who have got the feeling of the Middle

East in their blood, and are not already too much subject to any other

tradition.

One word about the military situation. The smaller we can keep

the military garrisons the easier we shall get on with the peoples. We

shall have to have garrisons in both countries, but the smaller we can

keep them the better. What is wanted is, of course, a small striking-

force. There is no doubt there will have to be punitive expeditions

from time to time. In that part of the world I have been struck with

the things that tell, and the things that tell in the maintenance of law

and order and in the resistance of any possible invasion by the Bedouin

or Kurdish tribes are frankly modem developments of the arts of war.

A few aeroplanes, and a few light armoured cars, and you won't want

garrisons of 50,000 or 60,000 infantry. They are not wanted in

Palestine or Mesopotamia, although on the whole of the northern

frontier of the latter garrisons will be very necessary for some time

to come.

The first thing wanted in Mesopotamia is drainage and irrigation.
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but in connection witii any great work of that kind I am particularly

anxious to see that the Government do not try to do it all themselves,

and that much of the development will be left to private enterprise.

I am particularly anxious that there should not be set up in the

Arabic-speaking countries and in Palestine a great army of British

officials, increasing as it undoubtedly increased in Egypt before the

war. Capital provided by a Government is often wasted by officials.

What I want to see is the appointment of a staff of picked men, but

few in number, and the actual development of the country left as far

as possible to men who have to produce commercial balance-sheets.

Let us get to civil conditions and civil ascendancy as soon as possible.

We should get a body of men who will be qualified to advance the

best progress and development of this new area, who have vision,

sympathy, and enthusiasm in the important work they will undertake.

The possibilities are amazing. There are thousands of acres now

derelict that can be brought under cultivation sooner or later in

Palestine and in Mesopotamia. It is a conservative estimate to say

that the population of Palestine numbers 600,000, but there is no

reason why it should not be 4,000,000. Then, when we hear of the

ancient Babylonian greatness, we can see that gigantic possibilities

are before us in Mesopotamia if we go steadily and the right way

about it. I have endeavoured to sketch the ideas that have formed
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themselves in my mind as a result of my experience for the last three

years, and I thank you very much for listening to me so long.

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the discussion, said they had listened to

a lecture which was most thoughtful and illuminating. In these days,

when a great portion of the globe was being redistributed and when

new states were being formed and established, it was most necessary

that we should realize what our future responsibilities are likely to be

and that we should reflect as to the best method in which we can meet

them. There were several points which Captain Ormsby Gore had

raised with which he was in entire agreement. The first of these

related to the proposed new department for the management of the

affairs of the Middle East. He should like to see it established as

soon as possible as a perfectly independent department, not even

connected with the Foreign Office. To start with it might be thought

necessary that it should be connected with that Office, but latterly tc

have an independence of its own would be the best, and he hoped k

see the lecturer hold a very distinguished position in that department

There was one country to which Captain Ormsby Gore had casualh

referred in which he personally used to be very much interested. H<

alluded to Persia. There, he thought, we also have an opportunity

for furthering our interests, because, as they all knew, the condition;

which formerly governed our position towards that country had beet

entirely altered of late. Now we had a perfectly free hand there, there
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being no longer spheres of influence opposed to our own. He was

thoroughly at one with Captain Onnsby Gore that private enterprise

should take up public works and development free from Government

interference, and that it would find a very fruitful field for activities

in Persia. There was one other point to which reference should be

made, and which was causing a certain amount of disquietude, and

that was the spread of Bolshevism in that part of the Mid.East. He

thought that menace should be scotched. He did not think it could

be removed for some time to come, but it would be a cause of great

anxiety for the future. Captain Ormsby Gore had spoken about

Mesopotamia and Arabia with such force and eloquence and in such a

really instructive and illuminating manner that he would not venture

to make any remarks upon that portion of his paper. He dared say

there were some members of the audience who would like to make

a few observations, and he would be very glad if they would kindly

do so.

SIR FRANCIS YOONGHUSBAND thought they had listened to a lecture

of the very type which members of the Society liked most to hear. It

was one which aroused keen interest and helped them to think out

the problems of Central Asia and the Near East, caused questionings

within them, and led them to try to find solutions for them. He

should say, if his opinion were of any value, that the main idea of the
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lecturer, the formation of a separate Ministry in London for the Near

East, was a very sound and sensible proposal. In accordance with

our British custom, he supposed we should go about carrying it into

effect in the way the lecturer had suggested—namely, that the

department should first of all form part of the Foreign Office, and in

the course of time develop into an independent Ministry. There were

one or two points of detail in the paper regarding which he should like

to make a few observations. Both the lecturer and the chairman had

expressed themselves as opposed to State management in the develop-

ment of Mesopotamia, but personally he should not feel inclined to

too hastily dispense with State management in regard to the develop-

ment of irrigation and similar works of utility. Of course, we in this

country are accustomed to the advantages of private enterprise, but

those of them who had had experience in India and the East knew

that in connection with enormous irrigation schemes, the construction

of great canals, and the development of other public works, intricate

land questions were involved as well as dealings with the peasantry of

a country which, perhaps, it would be as well to leave to the manage-

ment of a State agency. If they got a firm of contractors going into

a country like Mesopotamia who had no experience of dealing with

the inhabitants they were very liable to get into considerable trouble.

At any rate, he should not feel inclined too hastily to decry State

management in relation to great schemes of irrigation. They ought
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to realize that in India, where these great irrigation schemes were

carried out by State enterprise, they formed a source of very con-

siderable revenue to the State. He was not quite sure about the

figures, but he thought he was right in saying that the expansion of

these public works in India, taking the good with the bad over the

whole area, gave a return of 11 per cent, on the total outlay, and

some of the undertakings, particularly in Punjab, were exceedingly

productive. He thought there was one canal now at work there which

brought in a return of about 48 per cent. Bearing these facts in mind,

he should not feel inclined to throw cold water upon State enterprise

in connection with these great irrigation schemes to which the lecturer

had referred. Then with regard to the enlistment of officers for the

proposed new administration, the lecturer had referred to the work

accomplished by Colonel Sir Percy Cox and Colonel Wilson. These

were both men from the Indian Army, and he thought that probably

in Mesopotamia we might draw out a plan similar to the one followed

in the Indian frontier and to the one we followed in the original

development of India. In these cases we had looked to the Army to

produce officers for undertaking the first dealings with rough peoples,

and he thought that from amongst the magnificent officers who had

been serving in Mesopotamia we should find very capable and sym-

pathetic men for dealing with the Arabians. Then with regard to the
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settlement of Indians in Mesopotamia, he entirely agreed with what

the lecturer had said, that probably this was not satisfactory or

desirable. He.also agreed that in India itself there is full scope for

the employment of Indians. Great portions of the country were still

undeveloped even agriculturally, and, as the lecturer had said, there

is a great industrial development going on in India at the present time

which will give ample employment for the surplus population of the

country. He congratulated Captain Ormsby Gore on the very inter-

esting lecture he had given them. He repeated, it was precisely of

the type they liked to hear at meetings of that Society.

GENERAL SIR EDMUND BARROW said he was sure all of them were

in agreement with the views expressed by the lecturer regarding

general principles. There were, however, one or two points on which

he would like to offer a few remarks. He might, in the first place, say

that he had hoped that the lecturer would have said more regarding

Persia, which he himself thought was essentially a part of the Middle

Eastern Question. He had been disappointed in this respect, but

supposed that Captain Ormsby Gore had not been able to make fuller

reference to that country owing to lack of time. If any scheme for a

great new administrative system that would comprise the whole of

what was generally called'the Middle East were introduced, he hoped

it would include Persia. However, that was a point he would not

dwell upon, because it was really a very large subject, which required
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a good deal of thought and a great amount of intimate knowledge.

The lecturer had proposed that the whole of Arabia should be included

in the suggested Middle Eastern area, but he was not so sure that it

was desirable that one particular corner should be so included. He

referred to Oman or Muscat, which was entirely separated from the

rest of Arabia by the great sandy desert. Moreover, its politics, its

commerce, its relations in the past had been not with Arabia but with

India. There had been infinitely more connection with it and Bombay

than with Cairo. Therefore he advocated that Muscat should be

separated from any Middle Eastern organization and should come

within the orbit of the Indian Empire. Another point to which he

would like to refer was that on which Sir Francis Younghusband had

so forcibly spoken; he alluded to the lecturer's remarks on the bureau-

cratic nature of our administration as applied to new countries. Here

again he was more inclined to agree with Sir Francis Younghusband

than with the lecturer. In the first place they must recollect that,

though India was a country with a bureaucratic organisation, no one

could say that in one particular aspect Indian administration had not

been an enormous success. He referred to its railways and canals.

In India these were practically nationalized, in that they were

administered by the Government and not by the commercial world.

In the management and control of these the success had been
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astounding. This arose from the fact that from Caesar there had been

no appeal. Success had been achieved because the bureaucracy had

been supreme. In this country, as in other parts of Europe, under-

takings of the kind had been subjected to the constant interferences

of various influences—the press, Parliament, and the various other

agencies and interests concerned, but in India this was not so. There

the Government had decided what railways and canals were to be

laid down, they had selected the men to make them, and controlled

them when they were made. They had also taken care that the

Irrigation Department was in touch with the Civil Service and with

the Administration generally, and the result had been a wonderful

financial success. Sir Francis Younghusband had told us that the

average gain to India was about 11 per cent.; that, he thought, was

about the right figure, so far as most of the canals were concerned.

He might say the same thing of the railways of India. There had

been an efficient bureaucratic control over them. When the railways

of India were chiefly, though not entirely, under the management of

private enterprise they were very successful, but the money gained

went to the shareholders of the companies concerned. At the present

day India was not only obtaining a handsome revenue from these

railways, but there was an increasing revenue, and why? It was

because the railways were coming more and more under State control,

and because that control was not interfered with by outside elements.
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Therefore he was inclined to think that in the development of new

countries bureaucratic control would not be so opposed to the views

of the new democracy as was commonly imagined. It gave efficient

control combined with economic gain. On the whole he thought it

had proved a success in one of the greatest experiments ever made in

the history of the world, and that was the development of India. He

had enlarged more than he had intended on this particular subject,

for the reason that he thought it a most important one. Dealing next

with the military aspect of. the question, Sir Edmund Barrow expressed

entire agreement with Captain Ormsby Gore as to the necessity for

reducing our armies in the Middle East to the very smallest figure

possible. As to the military methods we should employ, he said that

he drew a great distinction between the invasions that poured down

upon Mesopotamia from Persia and the north in old days and the

present situation. As the lecturer had said, armies in our day are

tied to railways, and therefore if a great invasion were to be attempted

from the north it could only follow the line of a railway. Well, there

was only one possible main trunk line of railway, at all events within

a decade or two, between Northern Persia and Mesopotamia, and

that was the line from Teheran through Hamadan and Kermanshah

down to Bagdad. If they had a military force sufficiently strong to

protect that one line they would be in a position to repel' invasion
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from the north. The invaders could not come through the mountains

of Kurdistan in large numbers because they could not be fed, nor

could they bring with them all the modern military munitions

necessary for such an undertaking. Therefore he did not regard the

military problem as so difficult as he gathered that the lecturer was

inclined to suppose it was. He did not despair of being able to defend

the Middle East from that direction.

COUNT A. TCHEREP-SPIRIDOVITCH said that as a Russian he viewed

with the greatest apprehension the question which was to be decided

that week, the question as to which Power was to remain in Con-

stantinople. As a Russian they might permit him to urge upon them

the necessity of seeing to it that the Government of this country

should insist upon retaining possession and on remaining in occupation

of the Ottoman capital. Great Britain, he would most seriously

plead, must not lose the opportunity at present afforded of taking that

sure step towards providing a sure safeguard for the future if she

wished to keep intact her splendid Asiatic empire. If she left

Constantinople with the Turkish administration, then it was an

absolute certainty that sooner or later, and probably sooner than

later, it would become a German possession. That country would

control Vienna, Budapest, and all the territory lying between these

places and Constantinople, including Kurdistan. The present was

the moment when both Houses of Parliament should be urged to
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insist that Constantinople must not be left in the hands of the Turkish

administration. They all knew what the Young Turks were. They

were simply German agents who would hand over their territory to

the late enemies of Great Britain at the earliest opportunity.

COLONEL C. E. YATE, M.P., expressed regret that he could not

agree with the previous speaker that the Turks should not be allowed

to remain in Constantinople. The danger of turning the Sultan out of

Constantinople would be a very great one throughout the whole of the

Moslem world, and as we were the greatest Moslem Power we ought

to pay some attention to Moslem feelings, especially to those of many

millions of people in our Indian Empire. If we could retain the

Sultan of Turkey at Constantinople we should best be giving recogni-

tion of those feelings, and he thought it would be better if the Sultan

were allowed to remain there as an independent Power. When they

remembered that an independent Caliphate was the great tenet of the

Mohammedan religion, they must recognize the great bearing the

question of the retention of the Sultan in Constantinople had upon

the maintenance of peace among all Moslems in our own Empire. He

was sorry he could not agree with the previous speaker, but he gave

that gentleman his opinion, and he hoped the Houses of Parliament

would confirm what, so far as they were privileged to know, the

Government had already done in giving the assurance to the Sultan

Generated for anonymous (Library of Congress) on 2014-05-05 13:29 GMT / http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.32106019676334
Public Domain in the United States, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.org/access_use#pd-us-google

that he would be allowed to remain in Constantinople. So long

as everything was going on all right and so long as proper pre-

cautions were taken for the international administration of the

Straits, he fancied the safeguards proposed were sufficient. With

reference to the lecture itself, Captain Ormsby Gore had given

them so much food for thought that he was afraid that he could

not speak on all the points that had been covered. The proposal

for the formation of a new department to look after the affairs of the

Arabic.speaking portion of the Near East was one, he thought, which

would meet with universal approval. Personally he agreed with what

had been suggested, but he would like to see the new department

independent of and not under the Foreign Office. His experience of

the Foreign Office was that they had no knowledge whatever of

administration, however well they might be qualified for the diplo-

matic functions they had to discharge. When Somaliland, for

instance, was taken iver from India its affairs were at first

administered by the Foreign Office, but subsequently it was found

that this work was entirely out of its province, and Somaliland was

handed over to the Colonial Office. The Foreign Office, as a matter of

fact, did not understand administration, they had no administrative

work to do, and so it wns that in this instance they hnmled over the

work to the Colonial Office. If they took over the administration of

the whole of tho Arnhic-sponking portion of the Nonr East now the

probability was tlmt thoy would either have to hand it over to thu
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Colonial Office or to the India Office; but his own opinion was that the

administration of the affairs of the Arabic-speaking people should bo

left to an entirely independent department. Sir Edmund Barrow and

the lecturer had referred to the relation of Persia to Mesopotamia

and to the inclusion of the former in the proposed new administration.

He agreed that the affairs of the two countries were intimately con-

nected, but hitherto a large portion of Persia had been more or less

embraced within the Indian sphere of influence, and where the

dividing.lino between the administration of the India Office and that

of the new department would come in was at present rather difficult

to say. He entirely agreed with Sir Edmund Barrow's observations

with regard to Muscat. That country had come under the Indian

sphere of influence for a hundred years or more—indeed, it had always

been connected with it. They might almost say that the whole of the

interests of the Persian Gulf were directly connected with India, but

one could not go into the question of where the dividing-line should

be drawn at the present juncture. He should like to say how heartily

he agreed with .what Sir Francis Younghusband had said with refer-

ence to the administration of Mesopotamia by the officers of the

Indian Army. They had an extraordinarily fine set of men in Sir

Percy Cox and Colonel Wilson and the other officers and civilians

associated with them in their present work. These men had been
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trained in administration on the Indian side, and unquestionably

formed the best men with whom to staff the administration of

Mesopotamia. We had to train up an entirely new Civil Service, we

could not have it ready made, and for the present the men who were

there and those who could be lent by India would be the best men

available for the work. In speaking of irrigation in Mesopotamia, the

lecturer had said that the work of dealing with it could not be done by

India, but they had to remember that modern irrigation first com-

menced in India, and that it was India that originally lent her

irrigation engineers to Egypt. Sir Wilh'am Willcox and the other

great Egyptian irrigation engineers were drawn from India and were

the pioneers of irrigation in Egypt. And so, he believed, it would be

in Mesopotamia. There, as in Egypt, it would be found that the best

men to initiate irrigation would be the engineers who had done such

splendid work in India. He could not see how private enterprise

could ever start and carry out the gigantic works which were necessary

in that Country, and he did not see where the money for such works

was to come from ; but in any case the revenue from such undertakings

should not go into other hands than those of the Government of the

country. He agreed with the lecturer that there could never be a

great Arabian State formed by the cohesion of all the small tribes, for

the reason that no one chief would consent to come under another.

In Mesopotamia we required one controlling authority, and that

controlling authority could only be the British Government. As
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Captain Ormsby Gore had pointed out, an entirely new legal and

revenue system was required there, and such a system could only^e

started by experienced men drawn from India, and, it might be, from

Egypt. It would be impossible to start it with an entirely new Civil

Service. He sincerely hoped that in accordance with the-scheme

submitted by the lecturer it would be a condition of employment

under the new Civil Service that all its members should learn Arabic

and speak Arabic well and fluently. He congratulated the lecturer on

the time and careful thought he had devoted to working out his

scheme, and he hoped that the energy he had put into the work would

in due course bear its fruits. It was his sincere hope that the proposed

new department would be inaugurated at BO distant dateT

MB. C. C. GARBETT remarked that he had served two years in

Mesopotamia, and he knew from the experience which he obtained

there'that there were dozens of things mentioned in the lecture on

which one could comment. He felt in duty bound to make one

observation on a subject of which they had often heard. Time and

again one heard and read about the alleged extravagance of the

military officer. For some of this he confessed himself responsible.

He had, however, seen from the civil side the working of the military

machine in connection with various schemes of development, and as

an Indian civilian he was staggered at its efficiency. In connection
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with the same extravagance, he would like to refer them to the report

of Sir John Hewitt, where it was shown that by the expenditure of

£21,000, at the time regarded as extravagance, His Majesty's Govern-

ment was in one instance saved over £2,000,000.

CAPTAIN ORMSBY GORE, M.P., in thanking the audience for the

way in which they had received his lecture, said that he had no doubt

qualified some of his remarks rather more than he might have done.

With reference to the expenditure by the State on schemes of national

development, he bad frankly to say that in preparing his paper he had

at the back of his mind a whole series of votes which he had had to

give in the House of Commons last year. When one remembered the

way in which we are piling up an enormous public debt in this country

in connection with undertakings which yielded no return, one felt it

becoming more and more unbearable. The British Treasury would be

called upon for more millions for gigantic public works to be carried

out in the near future. One did not like to vote against these things,

but when one had to do so day after day, when one saw millions and

millions showered out right and left, on» began to feel in one's

consciousness that when one delivered a lecture such as he had, one

must utter a word of warning. He did feel that when it came to a

great irrigation scheme such as was contemplated in Mesopotamia it

must be done by the State; but he hoped that for a few years ahead

we would go gradually and not embark on a great big capital expen-

diture falling on the British taxpayer. It was the need for precau-
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tions in this direction that was really at the back of his mind when

he referred to the development of public works. He was not in

a position to contradict what Sir Francis Younghusband and the other

gentlemen had said with reference to administration in India, nor

could he in view of their great knowledge and wide experience; but

he did hope that it was not contemplated to ask for an enormous loan

or anything of that kind for what he might call a great Willcox scheme

in Mesopotamia. He rather advocated that things should be allowed

to develop and grow slowly for a time at least, and, as far as

possible by private enterprise. What he really meant to say was

that all our ventures should be gone into on a business basis. The

previous speaker had assured them that they were according to what

he had seen, and frankly he had heard that in Mesopotamia; but

certainly there had been a good deal of waste in Palestine. A great

deal of money had been spend there, and things were run at a pretty

heavy loss. He knew that the railway involved an appalling loss to the

taxpayers of the country. At the present moment the weekly cost,

apart from the maintenance of the garrison, was very heavy indeed.

What was really desired was that the country should develop on a

slow but sure economic basis. He had to thank Colonel Yate for what

he had said, but he desired that gentleman not to misunderstand him

with reference to the new Civil Service for the Middle East. He
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agreed with him entirely when he said that in order to start it satis-

factorily they must draw from India and elsewhere really efficient

officers. Haying got the proper men to start it, then he hoped that

in the future they would train the young men for the new service

direct from England. Mesopotamia was an entirely new country,

where we would have entirely new responsibilities. We would be

very much in the same position there as we had been in India in the

eighteenth century. In India great' traditions had grown up and a

great code of regulations suitable to Indian needs had been promul-

gated. But it had to be remembered that these were not necessarily

suited to countries like Mesopotamia, which might be described as

brand new. They should start entirely new traditions there, starting

with what was being done by Sir Percy Cox and those associated with

him. Let us start building up new Arabian traditions through efficient

administration of the new men they would get there. As he had said,

he was not competent to deal with the Indian Civil Servant, but he

did know that in the case of very many Sudanese Civil Servants they

were pitchforked into towns and positions in Palestine for which they

were in some cases unsuited. He did not wish to see a parallel case

in Mesopotamia. He had to thank them all for the kind way in which

they had received his lecture.

On the proposition of the Chairman a hearty vote of thanks was

accorded Captain Ormsby Gore for his address, and the proceedings

then terminated.
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1918. Worthington, A. B. Bayley, Town Thorns, Rugby.

Y

"fYATB, Lieut-Colonel Arthur C., Beckbury Hall, Shifnal,

Shropshire. Hon. Sec.

1905. *Yate, Colonel C. E., C.S.I., C.M.G., M.P., 17, Prince of Wales

Terrace, W. 8. M. of C.

1916. Yorke, Mrs. R. F., F.R.G.S., M.R.I., Ladies' Imperial Club,

17, Dover Street, W. 1, and Hotel Cecil, Western

Parade, Southsea.

*fYouNGHusBAND, Lieut. - Col. Sir Francis E., K.C.S.I.,

K.C.I.E., 3, Buckingham Gate, S.W. 1. M. of C.

18O 1918. Young, Mrs. Henry, Galgorm Castle, Ballymena, Co. Antrim,

Ireland.

RULES

OF

THE CENTRAL ASIAN SOCIETY

1. THE CENTRAL ASIAN SOCIETY was founded in 1901 for the

encouragement of interest in Central Asia by means of lectures,

the reading of papers, and discussions.

2. Persons who desire to join the Society shall be proposed by

one Member and seconded by another, and shall then be balloted

for by the Council. Ladies are admissible.

3. The Secretary shall in all cases inform Members of their

election.

4. The Annual Subscription of Members shall be £1.

5. The Council shall have power to remit subscriptions in special

cases in which such remission shall appear expedient.

6. All subscriptions are due on election, and thereafter annually,

but if the election takes place in November or December, the second

annual payment will not become due till the expiration of the

succeeding year; thus if a person be elected in November, his

second subscription will not be due till the second January following.

7. Every person elected a Member of the Society shall make the

payment due thereon within two calendar months after the date of

election, or if abroad within six months after election ; otherwise the

election shall be void unless the Council in any particular case shall
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extend the period within which such payments are to be made.

8. Annual subscriptions shall be due on the tenth day of January

in each year; and in case the same shall not be paid by the end of.

the month, the Treasurer or Secretary shall be authorized to demand

the same. If any subscriptions remain unpaid at the Anniversary

Meeting of the Society, the Treasurer shall apply by letter to those

Members who are in arrear. If the arrears be not discharged by

the 1st of January following such application, the Member's name

as a defaulter shall be suspended in the meeting room, and due

notice be given to the Member in question of the same. The name

shall remain suspended, unless in the interval the arrears be dis-

charged, until the Anniversary Meeting next ensuing, when, if the

subscription be not paid, the defaulter will cease to be a Member of

the Society.

9. A Member, who is not in arrears, may at any time resign his

11

membership by notice in writing, but such notice of resignation

Jtou_8t reach the Secretary before the 1st of January, otherwise the

subscription for the current year will be payable.

10. A Member's resignation shall not be valid, save by a resolu-

tion of the Council, until he has paid up all his arrears of sub-

scription ; failing this he will be considered as a defaulter, and dealt

with in accordance with Rule 8.

11. The Officers of the Society shall be: (1) The Honorary Presi-

dent, (2) the Chairman of the Council, (8) six Vice-Presidents, (4)

the Honorary Treasurer, and (5) the Honorary Secretary, all of

whom must be Members of the Society. In addition to these

there shall be an Assistant Secretary.

12. The Chairman shall be elected by the Council, and shall hold

office for one year from the date of his election. He shall be eligible

for re-election on the expiration of his tenure of office.

13. The Honorary President shall be elected by the Council, and

shall hold office for five years, and shall be eligible for re-election.

The Vice-Presidents shall be elected by the Council, and shall hold

office for four years. Two shall retire annually by rotation, and

not be eligible for re-election as such until after the expiration of

one year. They are eligible on retirement for re-election on the

the Council.
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18fl. The Honorary Treasurer and the Honorary Secretary shall

be elected at the Anniversary Meeting, on the nomination of the

Council, for two years, and are eligible for re-election.

14. The Assistant Secretary shall hold office during the pleasure

of the Council.

16. The Chairman, as head of the Society, shall have the general

supervision of its affairs. He will preside at Meetings of the Council,

conduct the proceedings, give effect to resolutions passed, and cause

the Rules of the Society to be put in force. He shall, ex officio, be

a Member of the Council and of all Committees, and may at any

time summon a Meeting of the Council.

16. The Honorary Treasurer shall receive all moneys, and shall

account for them. He shall not make any payments (other than

current and petty cash expenses) without the previous order of the

Council. He shall, ex officio, be a Member of the Council and of all

Committees. He shall exercise a general supervision over the

expenditure of the Society, and shall prepare and submit to the

Auditors at the expiration of each year a statement showing the

receipts and expenditure of the Society for the period in question.

All cheques must be signed by him, or in his absence any Member

of the Council acting for him.

17. The Honorary Secretary shall, in the absence of the Chairman,
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exercise a general control over the affairs of the Society, and shall,

ex officio, be a Member of Council and of all Committees.

18. The Honorary Secretary shall attend the Meetings of the

Society and of the Council and record their proceedings. He shall

conduct the correspondence and attend to the general business of the

Society, and shall attend at the Booms of the Society at such .times

as the Council may direct. He shall superintend the persons em-

ployed by the Society, subject to the general control of the Council.

He shall be competent on his own responsibility to discharge small

bills, but any account exceeding the amount of Five Pounds shall,

except in cases of great urgency, be submitted for approval to the

Council before payment. He shall have the charge, under the

general direction of the Council, of printing and publishing the

Transactions of the Society.

19. The Assistant Secretary shall act generally under the orders

of the Hon. Secretary, and if at any time the latter is prevented by

illness or any other cause from attending to the duties of his office,

the Assistant Secretary shall act in his absence; but in the case of

prolonged absence the Council shall have power to make such

special arrangements as may at the time be considered expedient.

20. There shall be a Council consisting of the Vice-Presidents

and twelve Members of the Society, exclusive of the Chairman but
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inclusive of the Honorary Officers of the Society.

21. The Members of Council as aforesaid shall be elected at the

Anniversary Meeting on the nomination of the Chairman in Council,

subject to any amendment of which due notice has been given, as

provided in Rule 28.

22. There shall be prepared and forwarded to every Member in

Great Britain, together with the notice as to the Anniversary Meeting,

a list containing the names of persons so nominated to serve on the

Council for the ensuing year, together with any other names, should

they be proposed and seconded by other Members, a week's notice

being given to the Secretary. The List of Members nominated

as aforesaid shall be first put to the Meeting, and, if carried,

the amendments (if any) shall not be put.

23. Of the Members of Council other than those referred to in

Rules 12 and 18—ie., the Officers—three shall retire annually by

seniority. They shall be eligible for re-election.

24. Should any vacancy occur among the Honorary Officers or

other Members of Council during the interval between two Anni-

versary Meetings, such vacancy. may be filled up by the Council.

25. The Ordinary Meetings of Council shall be held not less than

onoe a month from November to June inclusive.

26. Special Meetings of Council may be summoned under the
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sanction of the Chairman, or in his absence by a circular letter from

the Secretary.

27. Three Members of the Council shall constitute a quorum.

28. At Meetings of Council the Chair shall be taken by the

Chairman, and in his absence the Senior Member present shall take

the Chair. The decision of any matter shall rest with the majority,

and in case of an equality of votes the Chairman shall have the

casting vote in addition to his ordinary vote.

29. Committees may be appointed by the Council to report on

specific questions, and unless otherwise stated three shall form a

quorum. Such Committees shall be authorized to consult persons

not members of the Society.

30. Ordinary General Meetings are for hearing and discussing

papers and for addresses, but no resolutions other than votes of

thanks for papers read shall be passed at such meetings except by

permission of the Chairman.

81. Special General Meetings are for considering and dealing with

matters of importance, such as the making or amendment of its

Rules, or questions seriously affecting its management and constitu-

tion. No business shall be transacted at such meetings except that

for which they are summoned, and of which notice has been given.

82. The Anniversary Meeting for receiving and considering the
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Annual Report of the Council and Auditors, and dealing with the

recommendations contained therein for the appointment of Members

of the Council and Officers for the ensuing year, and for hearing the

President's Address (if any), and deliberating generally on the affairs

of the Society, shall be held in June of each year. But no resolution

seriously affecting the management or position of the Society, or

altering its Rules, shall be passed unless due notice shall have been

given in the manner prescribed for Special General Meetings.

88. Ordinary Meetings shall be convened by notice issued to

accessible Members, and as a general rule they shall be held on the

first Wednesday in each month from November to May, both in-

clusive, the Wednesday of Easter, Whitsuntide, and Christmas weeks

being excepted. At such meetings, and also at the Anniversary

Meeting, but not at special General Meetings, each Member of the

Society shall have the privilege of introducing, either personally or

by card, two visitors.

84. Ten Members shall form a quorum.

The Accounts shall be audited annually by an Auditor nominated

by the Council. The employment of a professional Auditor shall be

permissible. The Report presented by the Auditor shall be read

at the next ensuing Anniversary Meeting.
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THE NINETEENTH ANNIVERSARY
MEETING OF THE CENTRAL
ASIAN SOCIETY
THE anniversary meeting of the Central Asian Society was held a t
74, Grosvenor Street, London, W., on Wednesday, June 23, 1920,
when there was a large attendance of members and friends. The
Right Hon. Lord Carrrock, G.C.B., etc., Chairman of Council, presided.
said that this being the annual meeting, in which
The CHAIRMAN
the Council had to present the report and accounts for the past year,
he would open the proceedings by asking the Hon. Secretary to read
the report.
(Lieut.-Colonel A. C. Yate) then read the
The HON. SECRETARY
Report of the Council for 1920.
Since the Annual General Meeting of June, 1919, our Society has
had to change its premises. The helping hand which the Royal
Asiatic Society has held out to us ever since our inauguration in 1901
has been again extended to us, and it must not be forgotten that both
the Royal Society and the Royal Astronomical Society placed their
lecture halls at our disposal in December, January, and February last.
During all this difficult time Miss Phillips, our Assistant Secretary,
kept everything going ; and when it is borne in mind that during the
last eight months the membership of this Society has been increased
by about 70 per cent., which means a great deal of additional work,
perhaps the Society will be able in a measure to realize the gratitude
that is due to Miss Phillips.
Most pcoplo know that the cost of paper and printing and publishing
has trebled, il not qnadrupled, during the past twelve months. This
fact being borne: in mi~ld,this Society has every reason to be proud
of the way in which i t has continllcd to maintain its Joz~1.nnl. The
activity of the propaganda. set on foot hy the Council since January,
lglg, aCColint~ lor this. I n this both the R.G.S. and the R.A.S.
have helped na, nnd among our new members we count alike men
whose fnmr is 1,indn nnd Inen wllone farno is yet to make. The old
~ ~ ~ of
0 0" (jentml
1
Asinnn " know quite wcll that a, new era has
and welcome to their ranks the younger generation, who
problem9 tlo f n c r which differ essentially from those which were
the fralnework of wllnt was known for a good halt century a s the
''CentralAsian Question." I t has been the custom hitherto to read
Out
of those who year hy year have joined the Society, but OLI
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the present occasion I will merely mention that among the ninety odd
new members of 1919-20 are Lady Trotter, Lady Macgregor, the
Maharaja of Burdwan, Sir Richard Dane, General Sir Reginald
Wingate, Major Hon. W. Ormsby-Gore, the Civil Commissioner of
Mesopotamia, Colonel Sir A. T. Wilson, Lieut.-General Sir Alexander
Cobbe, V.C., Brig.-General E. W. Costello, V.C., General Sir Leslie
Rundle, Colonel Sir Richard Temple, Sir Charles Marling, the Rev.
W. A. Wigram, D.D., Brig.-General R. E. H. Dyer, and Major-General
L. C. Dunsterville of Dunsterforce" fame. We have in this large
and influential accession of new inenlbers the material wherewith to
carry on the work which the old Central Asian school initiated twenty
years ago. Arabia, Mesopotamia, Persia, Afghanistan, Egypt, the
Soudan, Palestine, Asia Minor, Turkestan, the Caucasus, the Levant,
and the Balkans have all sent us their quota ; and there is no better
gauge of the renewed vitality of our Society than the fact that in the
year before the Armistice four new members only joined against eight
lost by death and resignation, whereas since the Armistice our numbers
have been increased by 130.
The list of lectures for the session which ends to-day is as follows:
1. Ikbal Ali Shah, " Afghanistan," October 22, 1919.
2. Sir M. de Bunsen, Bart, P.C., G.C.M.G., etc., "New Levant CO,"
November 19, 1919.
3. Mr. Funduklian, Armenia," I>ecember 17, 1919.
4. Mr. R. Michell, C.M.G., " Cyprus," .January 21, 1920.
5. Captain E. H. Keeling, hZ.C., Through Asia Minor in 1917,"
February 6, 1920.
6. Captain Hon. W. Ormsby-Gore, M.P., The Proposed New Department for dealing with British Interests and Responsibilities in the
Middle and Near East," February 18, 1920.
7. Colonel the IIon. Dudley Carleton, Prom the Adriatic to the
Oxus," March 17, 1920.
7a. Sir W. M. Ramsay, z ~ i c eMiss Louise Peralta, April 21, 1920.
8. Mr. E. H. Freshfield, "Old Fortifications of ~onstantinople,"
May 19, 1920.
9. Mr. H. St. J. Philhy, C.I.W., The Highways of Central Arabia,"
June 23, 1920.
l1

ld

The appreciation of these lectures must mainly rest with those who
were able to come and listen to them, although most of them have ~ 1 8 0
been read in the Jo~crltnl by those who could not %titend the lectures.
Mr. Ikbal Ali Shah is, not improbably, the first Afghan who has ever
lectured in London, and the interest of the audience was still further
aroused when it became known that two Scotchmen, Sir ~lexander
McRobert and Sir Logia W a t ~ o n who
,
had been in Kabul and had h ~ d
interviews with the late Amir IIabibullah I<han but a few month8
before his most regrettable assassinetion, were also present. 9ir Maurice
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de Bunsen fascinated us with hie scholarly sketch of the old and new
LevantCompanies, and two ex-High Commissioners of Cyprus endorsed
to the full Mr. Roland Michell's plea that Britain should not part with
Cyprus, The conditions which attend its ultimate transfer to Greece
&re,as worded in the Peace Treaty with Turkey, such as may justify
us in mentally postponing that transfer almost to the Greek Kalends.
Captain Keeling's romantic 'story is still fresh in all our minds, and
Ceptain Ormsby-Gore's advocacy of a New Middle Eastern Department
of tbe Foreign Office has, as we learnt from The Times of June 7, not I )
been long in bearing fruit. We may very well associate what we heard
from Colonel Dudley Carleton and from Colonel Tod with the marvellous story of Lieut.-Colonel F. M. Bailey's adventures iu Russian
Turkestan between the autumn of 1918 and the spring of 1920. Just
fifteen days ago I heard from Colonel Grey, the Consul-General s t
Mashhad, who was amongst us last January, t h a t some three months
ago his and Colonel Bailey's " motor-cars crossed a few miles south
of Birjand. They stopped and had half an hour's conversation."
Colonel Bailey's mother very kindly sent me early intelligence of her
son's safe arrival in Persian territory, and also some details of the
devices by which he concealed his identity and finally accomplished
his escape from Bolshevist territory. That information, however, I
was enjoined not to publish.
Influenza deprived us of Miss Peralta's lecturo (Sir W. M. Ramsay
most kindly stepping into the breach), and Mr. Freshfield kept me ou
tenterhooks by camouflaging all his ~llovementsand finally landing in
London on his return from the Near East a bare eighteen hours before
he was due to lccture. However, he was up to time, and personally
conducted us on a tour round the ancient walls oE Coustantinople, to
recall which will always be a pleasure.
Mr. Philby addresses us this afternoon. One upon whom the
Royal Cfeogr~t~hicnl
Society has conl'erred its Gold Medal needs no
further tribute.
The Sociaty's policy during the past twelve months has, in addition
to gathering mnny good inen Erolll the Middle East iljto its fold, been
to establish relatious, firstly with the [Jnivursities of the Uritish Isles,
and secondly with tllo provillcex of the Middle Bast. Cambridge,
Oxford, and lidinburgh lmve formed s n ~ a l lSocieties for 1,110 discussion
Asiatic proble~ns,and sonle morn bers of each of these l J niversities
have joined our Society. I have coln~nunicntedalso with Aberdeen,
St. Andrewe, and Shetlield, but not to my knowledge so far achieved
Mesopotanlia has responded nlost promptly and effectively
to Our appeal, and Paleatine and Egypt, will I trust, follow suit.
flooiety owes much to Lord Ronaldshay, and once again he,
".
of Bengal, is spreading our propaganda in the province
which he governs.
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The affairs of the Society a t this moment are fairly prospering.
All we want is propaganda. We are not sufliciently known, and many
even who know us do not seem to think of becoming members until
they are invited to do so. I wish specially to mention Captain G. C.
Stephenson for the success which has attended his invitatione.
Since I became Honorary Secretary I have pursued one uniform policy.
When I am brought into touch with a person who obviously takes an
intelligent interest in Asia and Asiatic affairs, I say to him, by letter
or by word of mouth, "Will you join the Central Asian Society?"
and about 80 per cent. of the people to whom I have said that, many
of them being perfect strangers whose names I have just come across
in the Press, have joined. Therefore to all my fellow-members
I tender this gentle hint : Go, and do thou likewise !" We shall then
become a great Society and capable of doing efficiently the work
which we regard as our privilege and duty.
lL

The Council regrets to report the loss by death of Professor J. W.
Neill, Mr. T. Hart-Davies, the Earl of Dartrey, and Captain H. F. D.
Stirling. Lieut.-Colonel S. H. Godfrey resigned his membership, end
the names of two other member8 have been struck off the list. This
leaves a net gain for the year of eighty-eight members-a record.
The Society will, the Council feel uure, be pleased to learn that
Lord Carnock has accepted the invitation to retain his Chairmanehip
for the year 1920-21. The following changes in the Council ere
recomlnended : Under Rule 13, Colonel Sir Thomas Holdich and
Sir Valentine Chirol retire; the Council recommend the election
of Colonel Sir Francie Younghusband and General Sir Edmund
Barrow in their places. Brigadier-General A. C. Bailward, who intends
to pass the coming winter out of England, has resigned the poet
of Honorary Treasurer. The Council recommend the election of
Sir Edward Penton. They also recommend the re-election of Lieut.Colonel A. C. Yate ae Honorary Secretary for 1920-21, Under Rule 23
three Members of Council, Mr. Moon, Mr. Tucker, and Mr. Bennett
retire. The Council recommend the re-election of Mr. Moon and
Mr. Tucker, and the election of Mr. H. St. J . B. Philby in place
of Mr. Bennett. To replace Sir F. Younghusband and 8ir Edward
Penton, the Council recommend Sir M. de Bunsen and ~ e n e r e l8ir
Reginald Wingat e.
The time seems to be spproaching when we may look to forming
a Library and also a collection of photographs and lantern elidea.
For the present we trust to the generosity of the members of the
Society. At the end of thie year our office-room will have to be
furnished, and, in view of limited funds and high prices, that is
a serious matter. Therefore, though the session of 1919-20 h~ Men
progress, its close leaves us face- to face with some anxieties,
a t the root of them all lies 6 6 £. s. d."
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The C A ~ 1 ~ ~: ALadies
N
and gentlemen, 1 think we have listened to
interesting and on the whole most encouraging report from
Colonel Yeto, and that we have every reason to hope that in t i d e
this Societywill become a really thoroughly going concern* I am sure
I am
the views of my colleagues on the Council, and also of
the meeting here, when I say that we fully endorse the reference
which Colonel Yate has made to the invaluable services of Miss Phillips.
Whet Colonel Yate, however, naturally omitted was that the record
increase of our members is almost-I might very nearly say entirelydue to his own indefatigable efforts. H e has been unwearied in his
search for new members, and his quest, a s you will see from the data
he has given you, has been most successful. Moreover, I should like to
call the attention of the meeting to the fact that it is owing to his
unbounded energy that we have been able to give so many interesting
lectures, and are now fully engaged in arranging a programme for the
next session. I think the Society really owes a great debt of gratitude
to Colonel Yate, and I am very pleased to think that he has consented
to continue as our Honorary Secretary for another year-of
course
subject to your approval. I think that the relations which he has
h Universities in the United Kingdom and in what
established ~ i t the
we term the Mid-Eastern Provinces are likely to bear fruit. We have
already, as he mentioned, a very considerable number applying for
membership from Baghdad and Mesopotamia ; I hope the Universities
will elso respond when this society becomes better known amongst
them. I have now been asked by the Treasurer to refer to our
accounts, as we are bound to submit them. You will find them in the
JOURNAL,
which was published the other day. I am not going into the
accounts in detail ; but I would point out that the balance a t the bank
at the beginning of last year was g90, and the balance a t the end of
the year was g52-which shows a reduction of about g40. That is
not quite so satisfactory as we should wish. I really wish to impress
very strongly upon members kindly to do their very utmost amongst
the circle of their friends and acquaintances to enlist a s many members
they can. 1 should point out that the existence of this society
depends very largely upon the J O U ~ ~ N Aand
L S the lectures which it
publishes. Of course non-resident members form a very large number
01 our members, and it is the only means they have of gaining any
benefit from the Society. I t is by the dissemination of our lectures
we have been able to secure a considerable number of recruits
the United Kingdom. The cost of printing and of paper has
becomevery largely increased, and, feeling as we do that it is essential
maintain the publication of the JOURNAL,the Council really had
in
at one moment whether it would not be necessary to
k ' the members to increase their subscriptions, so as to enable it to
meet these heavy charges. We hope to be able to avoid that, and the
&
,,
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best means to avoid it is certainly to increase the number of our
members and, if possible, establish for the coming year a record over
the very satisfactory results of the last. I will now formally put to
you the recommendations as to the Vice-Presidents. I t is a little
embarrassing for me to suggest anything concerning myself, but
the Council has done me the honour of proposing me as your Chairman.
I feel myself a veryinadequate one, but, with your suffrages, I shall be
encouraged with your permission to continue the ofice for one other
year. Then I should like to propose that General Sir Edmund
Barrow and Colonel Sir Francis Younghusband be elected VicePresidents and that Sir Edward Penton should replace General
Bailward as Honorary Treasurer. Colonel Yate we have remaining on
for another year as Honorary Secretary; and there are new Members
of Council--subject to your consent-Mr.
Philby, Sir Maurice de
Bunsen, Mr. E. R. P. Moon, Mr. A. L. P. Tucker, and General
Sir Reginald Wingate. I have heard from Sir Maurice de Bunsen
that he would feel very pleased to join us-naturally subject to your
approval-and I am still awaiting a reply from Sir Reginald Wingate.
I hope you will agree to all these new nominations and elections. I do
not know if anybody present would like to make any new nominations
or ask any questions ; I am sure we shall be very happy to do our best
to answer them if any be put.
There were no other nominations or questions.
As nobody seems to have any other suggestion
The CHAIRMAN:
I will now call upon Mr. Philby to read the paper which he has
promised. I do not think it is necessary for me to introduce Mr.
Philby, as Colonel Yate has already informed you that he is one of our
most distinguished travellers and was honoured by receiving the Gola
Medal of the Royal Geographical Society.
followed with a paper on " The Highways
Mr. H. St. J . B. PI-IILIJY
of Central Arabia."
I must start by disabusing you of the idea that the title of my address
this afternoon has any very definite bearing on the subject I propose to
discuss. Some months ago, when I was asked to select a title for my
paper, my idea was to discuss some aspects of the economic and social
conditions of Central Arabia, and to make the great highways of
commerce and pilgrimage which traverse the desert in various directions
as it were the framework of my picture. That picture, however, would
inevitably in the circumstances have been more in the nature of a
negative than
positive, for, when all is said and done, Arabian
commerce is a negligible quantity.
After further consideration, therefore, it seemed to me thst there
was also n positive aspect of Arabia, which, difficult as the subject ifit0
treat adequately in a short space of time, it seemed worth while to
attempt to sketch, however roughly, more particularly in view of the
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feet that Arabian affairs, or rather the affairs of the whole Middle East,
are just now beginning to loom rather large in the public eye, and it
seems to me exceedingly important t h a t we should endeavour to view
the Middle East as a whole, and to make clear in our own minds the
links which connect the various parts of the huge area which makes up
the Arab world.
Central Arabia must necessarily be my theme, but I wish You to
regardit simply as a single unit of the much large* a r e a of the Middle
East, for whose wellbeing we are generally responsible, and for whose
rescue from Turkish inisgovernment and tyranny we may fairly claim
the credit. Those of you who read the papers in these days lnust know
that there is a widespread feeling that this country has not made, and
is not making, the best of its great opportunities. That, of course, is a
,pestion on which, as a Government servant, I a m not a t liberty to
express my personal opinion, but in any case my ~ e r s o n a opinion
l
is of
no moment ; what does matter is the collective opinion of a, Society
like this, whose rble, as I conceive it, is not only to discuss questions of
Asiatic politics, but to endeavour to formulate views on such questions
wit,h a view to influencing the policy of this country in relation to them.
And, if I am not mistaken, this Society left little doubt a s to what its
opinion on the general question oE the responsibilities of this country i n
the Middle Eaet was when, four m0ntb.s ago, it acclaimed a very striking
address on the subject by Captain Ornlsby Gore. Much a s 1 am in
sympathy with the general tenor of that address, there are some
points in it on which I join issue with its author, and those points
appropriately enough concern one section of the Middle E a s t of which
he admitted having no personal knowledge-namely, Mesopotamia. I
am very sorry that Captain Orinsby Gore is not present to-day, but he
is doubtless engaged in another place in trying to influence the policy
of this country in relation to the Middle E a s t and Mesopotamia.
Now in talking of desert Arabia he could not have put the position
more lucidly or more accurately than he did. " All the Bedouins wantthe real Bedouins," he said, " is, of course, absolute independence. The
Proper policy is to allow thein complete freedom." That seems to me
Very sound view of the position.
111 dealing with Syria he was equally happy. " The desire of most
Arabs,"he said, I' is to be left alone to live their own lives in their own
as they have lived it for two thousand years. B u t among the
~ ~ t t l eand
d semi-settled tribes and townsmen of Eastern Syria . . .
lhere is a real, new, national consciousness, and undoubtedly
is the centre of this feeling. But now they fear that having
foughtagainst the Turk for their independence they will be subjected
to
rule. Thet is a very genuine feeling, and though, for the
moment,it is apparent that anti-French sentiment is the predominant
leeling - there can be little doubt that if the British were in the
a
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same position as the French, they would be equally strongly anti.
British. They want independence-nothing more and nothing less,"
That view also seems to me very sound.
But when Captain Ormeby-Gore came to deal with Mesopotamia,it
it seemed to me that he allowed strategic and economic considerstions
to stifle his judgment. " I n Mesopotamia," he said, the Arab
inhabitants are at present prepared to exchange masters ; at present
they have no desire for complete independence." With a11 due
deference to Captain Ormsby-Gore, I submit that the people of Mesopotamia, the great bulk of them, have no desire to exchange mesters.
We must face the iacts, and I would almost go to the length of saying
that if they were given a free choice without prejudice, there would be
a very substantial majority in favour of Turkish domination rather than
British. But that is beside the point. What they want, like the
people of Arabia and Syria, and want because they are Arabs, ia complete independence, nothing more and nothing less, and that is exactly
what the British Government promised them in the most unequivocal
terms by joining with the French in the momentous proclamation of
November, 1918. The terms of that proclamation have been somewhat
overlooked by the public in the rush for oil which has been 80
prominent a feature of the last twelve months; but none the less thet
proclamation is the charter of Arab liberty in Mesopotamia as elsewhere.
I =as a t Baghdad when it was published and had opportunitiee of
ascertaining the very favourable impression it created. I was peremally very glrtd of it, and from that moment I have looked forward with
hope to the fulfilment of our promise. Surely we must now be almost
on the threshold of its realization.
All this is by way of preamble to my theme, to whioh I will cmne
without further delay. I merely wished to impress on you thet, greet
as is the diversity of sentiment in various sections of the A r J world in
regard to many mattera-religion, politics, and the like-there is the
completest unanimity in regard to one point, the passionate love of
liberty, which is charaoterietic of the Bedouin stock to which not only the
people of Syria, but the bulk of those of Mesopotamia, belong by origin*
I have laid especial stress on Mesopotamia, because its rich alluvid
plains, lying a t the uorth-east extremity of the Arabian penineula, eonstitute the terminus of the most important of the highways of Arabi*
the great highway, not of colntnerce or pilgrimage, but of humsn
migration, whoee starting-point lies in the Yaman highlands at
south-west corner of the peninsula, and aloug which through all the
ages has poured s stream of humen trnfio a hich is not yet spent*
Arab proverb says : " Yamen ia the cradle and Iraq the grave of the
Arab race." That saying will be seen to be as true in the future BE it
has been in the past, and in this connection I must refer once &gainto
Captain Orrnsby-Gore's address. I n considering the strategic aepeot of
66
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Mesopotamiahe had much to say about the Persian mountain barrier
md its possibilities as a route of invrsion, but he left out of account the
long desert frontier towards Arabia which after all has left a more
permanent mark on the history of the country, in that over it have
colne those successive waves of Areb invaders-the last being in the
early days of Islam, whose descendants now form the bulk of the
population. Again, in considering the labour problem he failed to
realizethat when labour-agricultural labour-is wanted it must largely
come whence it came before, across Arabia. It may be thought that
I em unduly optimistic in expecting a sufficient access of labour to
Mesopotamia from the depleted population of Arabia, but it must be
remembered that that population has been depleted by two oauseswar and infant mortality. The former it should be our r6le to check by
e judicious use of our influence, and it should be borne in mind that
now that modern weapons are in every man's hands war is not so
popular as it used to be even in Arabia, while the possibility of cheoking it to a very great extent has been admirably denlonstrated in the
last twenty years by Ibn Saud, the present ruler of Central Arabia. To
this I can testify from my own experience, for I have travelled over
3,000 miles in his territories, not without occasional alarms but without
serious danger, and over many of these routes one could not have
marched with any assurance twenty or even ten years ago. As regards
infant mortality I made a rough calculatiou when I was in Arabia, that
no fewer than 75 per cent. of the children born in the country die in the
first few years of life. That, at any rate, would not be dificult to stop,
though I greatly shocked the venerable Amir of Anaiza by making such
a suggestion. Nevertheless, he agreed to my applying for a supply of
vaccine for the use of his town, and I have no doubt that that supply
ha8 already saved sonle lives. Sluallpos is the curse of desert Arabia,
and cwries off its children in thousands. Now if that percentage of
infant denths could be reduced to, say, 10 por ceut. and the survivors
cured of their desire to kill each other, the population of Arabia would
inavery short tilllo outgrow the capscity of the country to maintaiu it,
and the surplus would be available to colonize Mesopotamia as rapidly
its dovelopnlent expands. That wns what happened nearly two
thoueandyenrsago, when the bursting of tho great dam a t Marib in the
Yaman threw the populous colonies of that province on to the desert
with the alternatives OF dying there or tinding their way to 1\Iusopotamia.
The Prth which tlloy followed is the most ronlantic highway in the
c O u n t and
r ~ ~ is still the route by which the fanlous Yelnan coffee perc!ates towards the centre of Arabia, whore no self-respecting person
"'I drink Indian or other inlitations of that product if he can got the
genuine article. We know it as AIocha coffee because it is sliipped a t
but the Arabs call it Barriyys, or that whioh comes across the
desert.
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I t s starting-point in the Yaman may be taken to be the flourishing
oasis of Najran, between which and the oasis of Wadi Dawrair, a
caravan journey of six days, it has never been traversed by a European
though we know that it lies for the most part over a desert with water
a t rare intervals. From the latter point I have followed it northward
to the two great towns of the Qasim, Anaiza and Buraida, a distance
of some 500 miles, whence it radiates in many directions to the great
commercial centres of the Middle East-to Basra and Lower MesoPotamia, to Baghdad and Babylonia, to Damascus and Syria, and to Egypt.
These radiations, with the tracks leading from the Qasim to Kuwait on
the one side and to Mecca and Madina on the other, constitute also
the modern commercial highways of Arabia, whose commercial centre
is without doubt the great towns of the Qasirn. I n every one of the
towns and countries I have named-to say nothing of Bombay and
Karachi-you will find agents or partners of the great trading houses of
h a i z a and Buraida, but in those two towns you will not find a single
foreigner. The trade of Central Arabia is a trade of a very special
nature, and the Arabs themselves have an uncontested monopoly of it.
But for the moment I am concerned rather with the historical than
the economic aspect of this great highway, whose stages I ncw propose
to discuss briefly, showing you, as occasion offere, photographs of some of
the places I have to mention.
I n former times-two thousand years ago or more-Arabia we8 not
as barren and desolate as it is now, and its most fertile and prosperoue
portion was the south-western corner, which comprises the uplands
of Yaman and Hadhramaut, the once famous Ypicelands of Arabia.
Much of that area now lies under the southern and western extremities
of that vast waterless sand desert known to us as the Empty Quarter;
and when I was in Southern Najd I was informed that in that desolate
wilderness there may still be seen the ruinous remnants of two
settlements which were once great cities-Jafura and Waber. We
may conjecture that those citiee lay on the caravan route leading
from the Spicelands to the ancient port of Gerra, which ceased to
exist when the Empty Quarter became empty, and has since been
replaced in the greatly reduced trade between Central Arsbia
Bahrain by the pretty seaport of Uqair, a short distance farther north,
whose name alone recalls the flourishing earlier settlement, whose
trade routes reached not only to the Ypicelanda but to Egypt itself, vifb
the city of Petra. The present desolation of Arabia covers the record
of a prosperoua past, nod though doubtless the greater part of that
prosperity is gone for ever, there is every reason to suppo~ethFit
a coneiderable part of it could be restored under existing conditions by
European eoience.
From Yaman, on the one hand, to Mesopotamia and Byria, on the
other, we may at the present day read in the oasis aettlements of
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desert Arabia the record of the migrations which resulted from
the declining prosperity of the Spicelands. Stratum by stratum the
history of those migrations is exposed to our view almost with the
precisionof a geological record, and a s a n example of this I may quote
the greatest and noblest of all the Arab tribes, the tribe of Anaza,
whose tribal home at the present time is the Syrian Hamad, the hard
deserb of Northern Arabia, extending from Mesopotamia to Palestine
and Northern Hijaz, but whose remnants, deposited in the ba~,kwaters
of the human stream in the course of their northward progress, can be
traced on the ground as far south as the province of Aflaj and in
legend farther still to the Yamen itself. The tribe of Anaza is the
lesven which has leavened the whole lump of Arabian society, and its
importance in the Arabian scheme may be best realized by the reflection
that of the five great independent rulers whose sway covers by far the
greatest part of the Arabian peninsula no fewer than four are of
Auaza extraction. The greatest of these is the Saud dynasty of
Riyadh, the others are the dynasties which rule Jauf in the far north,
and Kuwait and Bahrain on the extreme east. The fifth, of course, is
the Rashid dynasty of Hail, which is of different stock, but until
comparatively recently owed allegiance to Ibn Saud. As you know, the
last reigning Ibn Rashid was murdered only a short time ago, and
there seems to be some doubt whether he has been succeeded by one
of his own house or not. If not Hail may well return before long to
its old allegiance.
Just as the Anaza are ono of the oldest and most widespread tribal
elements in Arabia, so one of the youngest is the tribe of Dawasir, who
are shown in Ptolemy's map of Arabia a s still occupying a t that time
the country round Najran, which we may take t o have been their startingpoint when they found it necessary to migrate. The Anaza must have
had 8 long start of them, for they had already been driven out of the
Wadi to the northward by a tribal group which is difficult to identify
with any of the modern tribes and may have been aboriginal, very
much as the Bani Tamim and Bani Hanifa seem to have been in the
northern provinces. This group, known in tradition by the name Abat
Da~a3ir,
or ancestor8 of the Dawasir, still survives in a few colonies in
the wadi, though they have l o ~ ttheir once dominant position to the
Dawa~ir,whom in a mo~uentof evil inspiration they welcon~edas
wanderers and allowed to settle a s their guests. The
Rimpleatstratum of the Arab tribal system is therefore to be found
in the province of Wadi Dawasir, where remnants of a possibly
aboriginal stock survive side by side with the latest invaders, t h e
Dawaair. There is also a third element in this tract, perhaps one
the
interesting elements in Arabian society; it percolates
"lthout a break right through the peninsula up to Hail and Jauf, and
it is found it occupies and is quite satisfied with a subordinate
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position in the social scale. I t s density decreases in proportion as we
proceed northwards, and it is found in its greatest numbers in Wadi
Dawasir and .4flaj. That element is a negroid element emanating
from Africa ; they crossed the Red Sea, not as slaves, but as conquerors,
a t the time of the Abyssinian invasion which preceded the birth of
Ielam ; and they have been impelled across the peninsula very much
like their Arab predecessors. Though not organized as a tribe they
are known as Bani Khadhir to distinguish them from the pure Arabs,
on the one hand, and the negro slaves, on the other. Their strong
point is agriculture, and the Bedouin Arab, regarding camel breeding
alone as fit occupation for a real gentleman, and sheep breeding as
suitable for those who do not quite aspire to be in the first flight,
ie very glad to leave agricultural pursuits, which he regards as seriously
derogatory to his dignity, to the negroid element, which is therefore
generally to be found in the position of occupancy tenants of lands
of which the Badawin are the acknowledged proprietors. I exclude
various negroid settlements, such as Khaibar, along the eastern fringe
of the Hijaz, from the scope of this survey, as they possibly do not
emanate from the Yaman stream, but in all probability are direct
immigrants from the African coast opposite Mecca and Madine.
While on this subject I would like to say a few words about slavery
and the slaves. The League of Nations Covenant, as you know, contains a clause binding the signatory nations to do all in their power to
put a stop to slavery. I t would be interesting to know what the effect
of thie clause has been or will be-interesting because one of the signatories is Great Britain, which effectively commands the routes by which
slaves come from their distant homes in Central Africa across the AngloEgyptian Sudan and the ports-Port Sudan and Suakin-whence they
are shipped to the Arabian coaet, while another of the signatories is the
King of the Hijaz, whose capital is Mecca, perhaps the biggest slave
market in the world. The Arabs, of course, have no such rooted projudice against slavery as we profess to have, and for a very good reaeon.
They treat their slaves a t least as well as their camels, end that
saying a very great deal, while in the days when European planters had
gangs of laves to work for them I believe the treatment they gave
them was shocking. As for the moral aspect of slavery, there are two
points of view from which it must he regarded. In Arabia itself, as I
have said, elsves form a recognized element in the population and are
exceedingly well treated. I had many slaves in attendance on me
during my stay in that coontry, and their testimony was unaninloual~
unthusiaetic. I n Riyadh, there are about sixty or seventy of them,
mostly in the palace service ; they have plenty of food, adequate Bccommodation, good clothes and plenty of money ; in all these thing0 the$'
oontrart etrangely with the majority of Arabs, who, noble and free
they are, are always hungry and needy. Moreover they are provided with
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wives when female slaves are available ; in a word they are exceedingly
happy, and would certainly not elect to go home if they could.
other side of the shield is dark enough-the African side, where
young children, boys and girls, left by careless parents to watch their
flocks in the pastures, are filched away by the slave-merchants and
hurried across the African continent, journeying for months until they
come to the Sudan and are shipped across the Red Sea. Of that side
of the shield I know but little, but the worst part of the business is the
mortalityit involves, for of the children thus stolen only a small percentage reaches the coast of Arabia to enjoy the happiness I have
described. That part is very bad, and it seems to me very surprising
that it is allowed to go on in a, country like the Sudan. It will be
interesting to see whether the King of the Hijaz and Great Britain will
now, in consequence of the Peace Treaty, take serious steps to put down
slavery altogether.
Now I must return to the highway. The next stage northward of the
Wadi Dawasir oases is the Aflaj province, perhaps the most remarkable
province of Central Arabia, a province which contains more water than
the whole of the rest of Arabia together, and in which we may still
study those early struggles of huluanity to terminate their wanderings
in the desert. The lowest stratum of which we have the record here
is ono that has vtxnished altogether, leaving only material remains by
which posterity may judge of the standard of civilization attained by it.
The intricate and elaborate irrigation system built u p on the basis of the
great natural reservoirs of this district, the so-called bottomless pools,
one of which is a small lake and probably the most extensive sheet of
water in Arabia, and the ruins of their cemeteries, point to the conclusion that this early stratum of the population was not of Arab origin at
all, A chain of evidence, by no means as complete as we could wish,
but suggestive enough, connects it with the shores of the Persian Gulf,
and we may for the time being assume t h a t these first inhabitants of
the A0e.j came from Persia or some country near it. When or how they
dieappeared we have no means of judging, but the next human stratum
above them is the Anaza, of whom scattered relnnants still hold out in
come of tho oases side by side with the element which overwhelmed
them, the Dawesir, who occupy by f a r the greater part of the
province.
But those who know anything about the tribal system of Arabia
object that I have so far conveyed the impression that the only
tribe@ who count in Arabia are the Dawasir and the Anasa end the
"groid8. A study of Wadi Dawasir and Sulaiyil might very well leave
One with that impression, but it is in the Aflaj that we begin to find a
more correct idea of things, for, apart from the old Persian elemont
haevanished, the Ansza, who turned them out, and the Dawaair,
dominated and still dominate the whole province, we
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find traces of several of the other great tribes. On either side of the
channel which is dotted with the Dawasir settlements we find parallel
streams, starticg from the highlands of the Yaman and trending north.
eastward. One of those streams had its source in the Yarn tribes who
still occupy Najran, while the other is represented by the Qahtan,
whose base is still in the upland valleys of Tathlith and Bisha. yet
another stream is that of the twin tribes of Subai and Suhul, starting
from Ranya, north of Bisha, and, yet another, the htaiba, starting froms,
point still farther north in the mountains of Taif and Mecca. An
interesting point about all these tribes is that all of them, unlike the
Anaza and Dawasir, are still to be found in part in their original homelands, and that none of them has made as much progress towards their
ultimate goal, the cultivated lands of Syria and Mesopotamia, as the
Anaza and Dawasir. The natural inference is either that they started
later or that they proved t o be weaker than their rivals for the
possession of the land.
I will first try to dispose of the Yam tribes, because the path of
their migration lies wholly south of the Dawasir route. Though they
are at the present day in undisputed possession of the great and fertile
oasis of Najran, their original homeland, they never seem to have been
strong enough to establish themselves in the oases of the interior on
any considerable scale in face of the rivals with whom they came in
contact. They must have gained a temporary footing on the great
lake of the Aflaj province, for tradition credits the Murra tribe, a branch
of the Yam, with the construction of an aqueduct, whose remnants are
still to be seen, for the purpose of providing water for their main body,
which was encamped during the struggle at a distance of several days'
journey in the great desert. But that is about as much as they achieved
here, and it is not till we get to the next province northward, the Kharj,
that we find scattered settlements of this tribe, which succeeded in
obtaining a permanent footing side by side with the Dawasir and other
elements. For the most part the Yam tribes were continually edged
out into the desert by the more powerful Dawasir. NO Arab
tribe envies the Murra their long undisturbed title of lords of the
Empty Quarter, where they eke out a picturesque but precarious
existence, retaining to this day something of the practices of their
ancient pagan ancestors. Their marriage ceremony is a case in point,
for, according to one of them who accompanied me on my excureion to
these southern provinces, the prospective bridegroom and bride have
only to walk several times round a stick set in the ground, each holding
it with one hand and repeating a simple formula as they go round, to
become husband and wife. They are the great camel breeders of hrshia;
milk and the products of the chase are their sole sustenance. gome
of you may have seen a specimen of the animals they hunt which has
recently been deposited in the Zoo-an oryx, which is an interesting
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in that it is certainly the first living creature which has
ever been brought to Europe from the Empty Quarter.
Akin to the Murra are the Ajman, another branch, perhaps the
premier branch, of the Yam tribes; it must have been the first to
from its home, for they have not only left traces of themselves
in the settlements of the Hasa district, but, wandering farther north
in their Badawin capacity, have reached as far a s the marches of
Kuwait and even Basra. This tribe has a n intimate and somewhat
sinister connection with the history of the Saud dynasty. The great
Faisel Ibn Saud, who ruled Najd in the 'fifties and 'sixties of last
century, took one of their girls to wife, and by her left a younger son,
who not only challenged his elder brother's right to the throne and
wrecked the throne itself in the process, but left numerous offspring to
be a perpetual thorn in the side of the ruling branch. Every subsequent
pretender to the throne of Najd has had the Ajman tribe solid a t his
back, and has had the mortification of realizing that, if the original
pretender had not quarrelled with his elder brother, the latter's death
without offspring would have left his line natural heirs to the throne.
The present ruler belongs to a yet younger branch, but occupies the
throne in virtue of having recovered it from a foreign usurper, Ibn
Rashid, whose temporary usurpation was the direct result of tihe actions
of the first pretender. The Ajulan tribe is not yet reconciled to its
poeition, and there is still blood between it and Ibn Saud, who has not
yet avenged the death of his favourite brother a t its hands in 1916, but
Ibn Saud is clearly in a winning position.
The main point to note about these sections of the Yam tribes is
though their advance guard has reached almost to the gates of
Mesopotamia, their ultimate goal, theirs has been a desert journey all
the way, their line of march lying southward of the direct line in a
wide curve. I t is far from unlikely that if Mesopotamia requires an
immediate accession of cultivators these Ajman nomads, rebellious
towards their ruler and weary of their desert life, will be the first
candidates in the field, and they are of a good stout fighting stock.
It is not only, however, on the south of their route that the Dltwasir
have had to contend with rivals, for relics of the Qahtan tribe in the
*flaj province show that they bad to eject an older group of settlers
On that side, but the inention of tho Qahtan here anticipates the course
of
and I must take you to the more northerly province of
KLnrj, where the ethnological record is easier to read ; but I must also
take You westward to the Najd highland country and nearly to the
lrontierof the IIijan. I n Kharj, by the side of a group of bottomless
like those of the Aflaj, we again find the remnants of an old
type of civilization, which we may take to be of Persian
"'gin. No human relic of that period survives, but we now come into
'Ontact
for the first time with what looks like an aboriginal tribe of
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Central Arabia, the Bani Tamim and Bani Hanifa, who have lived, at
any rate as far back as we can go in the history of the country, in the
many flourishing oasis settlements of the great gorges of the TuPaiq
plateau and in the valley of Wadi Hanifa. One or other of those
settlements was a t various times, in medieval days, the capital of the
great Central Arabian kingdom of Yamama, the bulk of whose in.
habitants were of the Bani Tamim and Bani Hanifa. There is suficient
evidence, I think, to warrant the conclusion that these tribes had lost,
if they ever had, their nomadic character, and were already settled
down to agriculture and commerce long before the birth of Islem.
They were then, as they are now, sturdy yeoman farmers, who, in the
seclusion of their upland settlements, developed on different lines to
the nomad tribes, whose rules of honour and hospitality they do not
recognize. They have always provided the best fighting material in
Arabia, largely, no doubt, owing to the fact that they have everything
to lose by running away, while the true Badawin run away as a matter
of course when the odds are against them, partly because they have
nothing to lose by doing so and partly owing to their uncontrollable
desire to live to fight another day. The difference, in a nutshell, between
the settled and nomad elements of Arabia is that the latter love fighting
and fight but poorly, while the former fight only when they must and
fight to the death. The strongholds of these settled elements were
formerly the neighbourhood of Ghat Ghat, west of the Tuwaiq barrier,
the oasis of Hariq on the uplands of Tuwaiq and the Wadi Hanifa
valley, but a study of the present composition of the population of these
tracts shows that a t one time or another the Bani Tamim have been
subjected to powerful attacks from various quarters, and that, though
they still exist as a powerful unit, they have lost much pound of which
they were formerly undisputed masters. I have already mentioned the
intrusion of Murra elements into the settlements of Kharj from the
south. I now turn to the west, whence came the hardest blows against
the existence of these old-settled folk.
The desert westward of Tuwaiq, extending for nearly 300 miles to
the Hijaz border was first occupied by the once powerful but now
much reduced tribal confederacy of the Subai ahd Suhul, who were
based on Ranya and Iihurma in the west and still hold out in those
tracts. Their desert settlements may still be traced by human relice
in the Najd highlands, while a very considera,blbla proportion of these
tribes ie now to be found eastward of Tuwaiq in Wadi lianif., and in
the eastern desert almost to the borders of the IIasa. Their present
distribution is the result of attacks made on them in their homelands
by the Qahtan and Ataiba tribes, migrating eastward in proportion
their numbers outgrew the natural resources of the Asir and Hijaz
mountains.
It seems probable that these migrations began some time after the
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Anasa migration was in full swing. A fearful state of anarchy must
have reigned in desert Arabia when that race for cultivable lands was
being run. The Qahtan and Ataiba pushed eastwards side by side and
were continually engaged in fighting each other for the possession of
the settlements of the Subai and Suhul, whom they displaced. The
Subai and Suhul managed to ward off these attacks in Ranya and
Khurma, where their strength was greatest, but further east in the
Najd highlands yielded step by step to the iuvaders, and eventually
found themselves between the devil and the deep sea. Fighting rearguard actions against the Qahtan and Ataiba they found the Bani
Tamim and Anaza in front, of them, contesting their advance. I n the
lueantime the Anaza, pushed on by the Dawasir from behind, had
attacked the Bani T a ~ n i min Hariq, and the latter had inoved down the
valley to found their impregnable city of Hanta, where they have
remained ever since. The Subai and Suhul then gained a footiug side
by side with the Anaza a t Hariq, and standing a t bay a t the edge of
the eastern desert, managed to arrive a t a ?~todusvivendi with the populations already in possession in Wadi Hanifa and the Kharj. The
oasis of Hair in the former is the centre of their eastern section and
quite recently they have planted another colony in Kharj a t Dhabaa.
The Qahtan, pursuing hotfoot upor, their traces, were brought almost to
a standstill in the Kharj and Wadi Hanifa, with the result that they
had to bo content with consolidating their gains in the west, and with
such vacant spaces as they could find in the more easterly tracts, while
the Ataiba, warded off by them to the northward and pursuing another
bfanch of the Subai, found their progress eastward checked by the
barrier of Tuwaiq and its sturdy warriors and eased off northwards
toward8 the Qasim, where they came in contact with the Anaza, who
had by then reached and founded the oasis of Anaiza.
In Kharj and the surrounding districts we find, therefore, the early
traces of practically all the important tribes of modern Arabia-except
the northern tribes of Harb, Mutair, and Shammar, whose course
towards hlesopotamia was from westward and of whom I need not now
a~eak-and we find them here iu contact with what appears to be a
settled and more or less settled aboriginal population of Bani Tamim.
UP to this point I have attempted to distinguish the various strands
migration from their sources in the western and south-western
mountains of Hijaz, Asir, and Yamen. The province of Iiharj represents, as it were, the point of their confluence just as it is from the
le0lraphical point of view the nodal point of the great drainage
of Central Arabia. Just as those arteries collect a t the extreme
point of this district to flow out eastward by the single channel of
sahaba towards the Persian Gulf, so do the human streams merge
here in a common channel on their way through the northern provinces
to
eventual goal in the fertile lands of Syria and Mesopotamia.
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I n all the oases northward of this point, that is to say from Riyadh
to the Qasim inclusive, it is indeed possible to diagnose the constitution
of their populations, tribe by tribe, but for all practical purposes they
have sunk their differences in the realization of a communal
and henceforward the communities of Central Arabia, hitherto
tribes struggling with each for the right to live, must be regarded not
a s a congeries of tribes, but, as it were, as a tribal conglomerate moving
no longer in parailel or converging streams, but in a broad, steady,
flowing channel to its predestined goal, and we turn with relief from
the study of perpetual petty warfare to that of the development of the
communal idea by way of preparation for the new existence which
awaits the Arab race when it a t last reaches the Mesopotamian flats.
Hauta, the Bani Tamim city, Hariq, its &4nazacounterpart, and
Dilam, the most northerly purely Dawasir settlement, lie nearly in a,
straight line marking the northerly limit of homogeneous tribal townships. Northward of that line Riyadh, Daraiyya, and Ghat Ghat, form
the southern boundary of heterogeneous communities, and represent
the most primitive stage of real communal life in Arabia. The transition from tribal to communal settlements is abrupt and well marked,
and from this line northwards the communities we find show a steady
development in the direction beet suited to fit the Arab race for the
agricultural and commercial pursuits which await them at the end of
their journey.
e
Time does not permit of a detailed description of the stages of that
development, and I must pass over them without comment, as I have
not been able to have slides prepared from my photographs taken
during my journey in August, 1918, through the provinces of Mahmal,
Washm, Sirr, Mudhnib, and Qasim, with Ibn Saud and his Wahhabi
army destined for an attack on Hail.
Riyadh is, as I have said, a primitive type of communal settlement.
Prince and priest here perform the functions relegated by cuetom
to the patriarchal heads of tribes ; the community hag little or no voice
in the administration. Iladawin ideas of hospitality still prevail and,
not unnaturally in a city where free meals are ~rovided for all
visitors from the palace kitchen, commerce is stagnant.
The next important town northward is Shaqra, the capital of
Washm, whose development is intermediate between that of Riyadh
and of the Qasim towns. Comrnerce is fairly brisk and the local
administration is in the hands partly of merchant princes and partly of
representatives of the central government. Life is less severe thm in
puritan Riyadh ; prayers are uot quite so regular.
And finally we come to the Qasim, where the two great towns of
Anaixa and Buraida represent the climax of communal development
on purely Arab lines-that is to say, of Arab development untainted
the foreign influences which have been brought to beer on Arab
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immigrantsinto Syria and Mesopotamia. This was the end towards
which the old tribes of the Yaman set out perhaps 2,000 years ago.
~h~tribal jealousies have merged completely in a universal recognition
of the superiority of the common weal ; prosperity has taken the place
of the eternal poverty of the Badawin ; and the fanaticism, which alone
served to
the many strands of nomad humanity into some sort
of unity at Riyadh, has disappeared from the scene and has been
replacedby ideals of comfort and tolerance. Commerce is the mainstay
of these towns and is well developed. No one who has been much
in Arabia can fail to realize a t first sight the fundamental differencg
between the Qasim towns and the tribes and settlements of Najd. I
have endeavoured to-day to show that the results achieved in the Qasirn
are but the natural outcome of those wanderings in the desert on
which the once settled Arabs of the Yaman embarked long ago.
Through a terrible ordeal of fire they have fought to a very creditable achievement, and that achievement is and can only be due
to that principle of progress which underlies all nature-the principle
of evolution-which impels all living creatures to perfect themselves by
way of preparation for another sphere of action. Yaman is the cradle
and Mesopotamia is the grave of the Arabs. That is indeed a true
proverb, but the Qasim should not be forgotten, for the Qasim
represents the prime of the Arab race; from it they go down to their
racial grave to be corrupted by the worms of foreign influence but
that is after all a, natural end, and towards it they will ever be impelled
to fulfiltheir r6le in this world.
For us it is exceediugly important to realize that the Arab population
of Mesopota~niaand Syria is the direct outcolne of the converging
and subsequent remoulding in the deserts of Arabia of the various
strands of Arab migrations which I have attempted to sketch, and that,
that being so, we can only expect to find in Syria and Mesopotamia,
a continuation of the main characteristics of the Arab tribes which
form their population. One characteristic, a s I have already indicated,
lscommon to all the tribes-the love of liberty-and that is a factor
which we must ta-ke into account in any attempt to solve the problem
of the Near East, including Mesopotamia.
8

The CHAIRMAN
: I think a t this late hour all that will be necessary
is for me to convoy the best thanks of this meeting to Mr. Philby for
hie interesting lecture.
This terminated the proceedings.

OBITUARY.
MR. T. HART-DAVIES.

IT was my good fortune during my twenty-six years' service in India to
be constantly brought into touch with Mr. T. Hart-Davies in Sind, in
which province our lines were laid. I cannot do better than quote here
the tribute paid to him in The Times of January 9,'1920. This, as f ~ r
a s it goes, is quite true to life.

I t runs thus :

" MR. T. HART-DAVIES.
" Mr. Thomas Hart-Davies, formerly Liberal M.P. for North
Hackney, died a t Jersey on January 3, aged 73.
" A son of the late Archdeacon Hart-Davies, he was educated at
Marlborough and Pembroke College, Oxford, where he was an exhibitioner. Passing the I.C.S. examination of 1867, he served for 28
years in the Bombay Presidency, chiefly in Sind, where he was successively education inspector, manager of encumbered estates, district
magistrate, Judge of the Karachi District, and Acting Judicial Commissioner. H e unsuccessfully contested Rotherhithe in 1900, but in 1906,
a t North Hackney, was one of half-a-dozen retired Indian civil servants
to enter Parliament on the flowing tide of the Liberal revival.
" Mr. Hart-Davies was progressive in his views of Indian administretion. H e joined the British Committee of the Indian National Congress,
and supported the Morley-Minto reforms. A poor speaker, diffidentin
manner, he made no marked impression in the House of Commons, end
few of hie colleagues came to know how many-sided were his gifts. He
lost his seat a t the General Election of January, 1910.
" Long furloughs from India and bachelor freedom had enabled him
to travel widely. H e had been round the world a t least eight times,
and knew well remote countries, such as giberia, Persia, and the least
aocessible Bouth American republics. A good linguist, he had translated
works from Ruesian; the possessor of a dry humour, he had written
readable short stories for magazines. H e was fond of music, conjuringl
fishing, and golf.
" I n 1913 he married a daughter of Mr. George Boothby, R.N.1 and
widow of Colonel G. B. Wauhope, of the Lanceshire Fueiliers."
strange to say, it omits all reference to India in 1989," which Mr.
Hart-Davies brought out in 1883-the cleverest thing he ever wrote,
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and in its cleverness a mark of hie genius. When he gave me a copy
he told meathat he had refused to let a second edition appear because
had absorbed all the profits of the first. " Profiteerthe
ing" is a windfall of the pagoda tree. When I saw that the author of
ltIndia in 1983 " had joined the Indian National Congress and entered
Parliement as a follower of Campbell-Bannern~anand a sympathizer
with the Morley-Minto Reforms, I confess that I was surprised.
Mr. Hart-Davies translated Catullus-whether with success or not I
cannot say. Of his translation of Relaief's Voinarovski he gave me
a copy. Voinarovski was a nephew of Mazeppa, and his aspirations
to the dignity of " Hetman " ended in Siberia. Of Mr. Hart-Davies
as a conjuror I have vivid recollections. If he was no orator in the
House of Commons, his " patter " in his own drawing-room, when he
was juggling with a pack of cards, was quite delightful. His talents
were not those which conduct to high oflicial employment.
A. C. YATE.
T H E EARL O F DARTREY

THE death of the Earl of Dartrey took place on June 14 at Dartrey,
Monaghan, at the age of seventy-eight. H e succeeded his father, the
firstEarl, in 1897. As Lord Crenlorne he represented Monaghan in the
House of Colni~lonsfrom 1865 to 1868. H e served in the Coldstream
Guards, retiring as Lieutenant-Colonel in 1876.
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