BALOCHISTAN.

MAJOR-GENERAL STlt C. 14. MACGREGOR,
K.C.B., C.S.I., C.I.E.,
BENGAL STAFF CORPS, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL I N I N D I A ,
AUTHOR OF

"NARRATIVE OF A JOURNEY T I I R O U G R THE PROVINCE O F K H O R A ~ S A N . "

LONDON:

--

W. H. ALLEN & CO., 13 WATERLOO PLACE,
PALL MALL. S.W.
P U B L I S H E R S TO TITE I N D I A O F F I C E .

WANDERINGS I N BALOCHISTAN,
INTRODUCTION.

WHENI was returning through IZllorasan in 1875,
after rny attempt to reach Herat, one resolve was
uppermost in my mind, tliat "nothing would ever
induce me to travel in these countries again." The
fact was, all tlie salt had then gone out of that trip. I
had undertaken it with a definite view in the interests
\f Government, and Government, rightly or wrongly,
had interfered with me, and the trip had thenceforth
no more interest for me, and tlie stages through the
dreary wastes of Khorasail seemed interminable ; the
sun appeared to increase its fervour; tlie people
became rnore uninteresting ; nothing looked bright
but a little spot in the old country, where my wee
bairn was living; and having tlle meeting wit11 her in
provect I lived in the future and forgot the present,
always repeating, " Notllilig will iuduce me to come
' I)
ngaiii.
Alas for tlle frailty of human resolves !
here I :tm at it again ! I cannot coilceive how i t has
come about, for if there was one thing on which my
resolve was fixed, it was tliat Central Asia should
flee my face again no more. I continued in this
frame nf mind all tllrougli tlle winter of 1875, during
wllicli - lore dangerous subject could be broached
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to me. I n the spring of 187G I could bear a little to
hear about i t ; in the summer my interest almost
revived ; in tlie autumn I mas on my mray, aud now,
ere a seconcl winter is over, I am again i n the thick
of it. I think a good deal of this state of affairs is
owing to an idiosyncrasy of mine, for the sight of a
nlap with blank spaces on it produces in me a feeling
of mingled shame ancl restlessness. Of course it is
not any particular fault of mine that maps have
blank spaces on them, yet I always feel tlie glaring
whiteness of tlie blanlis is looking reproachfully a t
me. Major St. John's map of Persia is, in this
respect, particularly aggravating, for all over it is
written " unexplored." Judging from my own feelings, I think i t mould be a goocl plan if the Geographical Society were to have all unexplored tracts
pnintecl 011 their rnaps some conspicuous colour, say
scarlet, as the sight of these burning spots, thus
prominently brought Lo tlieir notice, would, I feel
sure, rouse much of tlie latent energy of young
Britcns, ancl perhaps divert a good deal of it from
mooning nbont the Row, to more useft11 wanderings
in unknown regions.
But to explain how it all came about that I again
found myself so soou on the move. I may mention
that Lord Salisbury llad been particularly considerate
towards me in the expression of his views about my
late travels in Persia, and such lrinclness, corning tlt
a period when I: mas somewhat sore a t tlie result of
my journey, led me to wish to malie some return, if
possible, for the encouragement thus received. And
so it liappenecl that in an interview I had with him,
when we were discnasing, with t l ~ emap before us, my
late travels, I saicl that, tliougll I had had enougli of
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travelling in such wild countries, I slionld be very
glad to go anywhere and to do anything he might
think me capable of undertaking, and I particularly
suggested certain regions in Mekran as a field of
exploration. Lord Salisbury said that any information about tlie comparatively unltnown locality in
questioil coulcl not fail to be interesting, and he
promised to consider wlietlier he would allow me to
travel in those regions. On a subsequent occasion
his Lordship informed iile that he had obtained the
assent of the Council of India to my returning to
duty viii Balocliistan, ~vitli the view of procuring
detailed geographical information of the districts
through which I should pass.
So it llappened that i;he autumn of the year of
our Lord 187G was again destined to see me on the
road to the East.
All preliminaries being settled, I was to have left
London on tlie 23rd September, 1876, but a bad
zttaclr of fever rendered it necessary to put off
my departure till the 25th of the month, when
LOC~~W
and
O IOmoved
~
ont of Cliaring Cross station,
our 11c::~rts briilluiinji over wit11 esciteilieilt a t tlle
work before us.

CHAPTER I.
PARIS

TO

PUSNI.

THEREbeing no particular reason for hurrying, but
rather the contrary, we travelled slowly, taking a last
regretful share in all the delights of Paris, Vienna,
and Pesth. I t cost us a severe wrench t o tear ourselves away from the last, so full was it of those
i~musementsand pleasures which one never finds i n
the East. But it had to be done; so steaming down
the Danube, me reached Rutschuk, there took rail for
Varna, and on by steamer to Constantinople.
From this queen, if not of cities, a t least of sites,
we macle our way across the Black Sea, which
certainly kept up its name of "Fana Kara Denghiz"
(cletestable Black Sea) while we were on its bosom,
ns I never got such a tossing about before in my
life, and we were very glad to find ourselves lying
outside the beautiful town of Trebizond.
Here by the kind assistance of our friend Mr.
Rilliotti, whom Lockwood would persist in calling
William Otty, Esq., as being, he thought, more
respectfi~l,we were soon able to get horses for our
journey to Erzeroom.
The ride was most delightful; we had capital horses,
nnd mncle excellent progress. On arrival a t Erzcroom,
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we were met by the Pasha's carriage, and drove on in
state to the house of our l~ospitablefriend, Mr. Zohrab.
Here the kindness we .received will long remain a
bright spot on my memory. W e went carefully all
over the fortifications, and making a trip to Kars,
performed the same duty there.
Starting on the 10th of November, we had an
awful, in fact quite too awful a journey over tlin,
mountains of Armenia to the Tigris. The winter
was early, anti suow had fallen before we got off, and
so for ten days we went through the snow, and
arrived each night at hovels which baffle description;
not, I regret to say, to sit down to a frugal meal, but
to sit down and be made an anything but frugal meal
the memory is too much for me.
of by
Arrived at Jazira we at last had some peace, and
travelling on a raft on the Tigris seemed, by contrast,
the most supremely luxurions mode of getting about
I had ever experienced. I n five days we reached
Baghdad, and then went on to Basrah and Bushire;
but as a description of this part of our travels does
not enter into the purpose of this boolr, I pass them
by lightly.
Leaving Busliire we made for Jaslr, a spot on the
Mekran coast where the Indo-European Telegraph
Company have a station. It is not a beautiful place,
nor do I tllinlr any human ingenuity could make it
an acceptable residence for any ordinary mortal.
The only lrlaterials for a lnndscape are a, glaring,
glittcriiig, glahrons sen. for a foreground, a glaring,
slliuing, sandy 11lrti11 for fllc mid-distauce, and bare
volcallic hills fur tlie bacbgrouad. Add to this, heat
wllicll lllllst 111:~kc
:L nervous sinnor most apprehensive, :m(l t r ] 1 ( ' I';LcL tll:tl yo11 ilcver see :h sonl of the
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outside world, and only get letters twice a month,
and I think I have given sufficient reason for any one
to be a little more impressive and feeling than usual
on saying farewell to any friend going to Jask. But
of course there is no place so bad on this earth that
somebody won't swear by it, no rnau so bad that some
woman won't speak up for him m d cling to him, and
so no one need be surprised to hear there are some
people who say " Jask is not half a bad place." 1
have heard the same said of a malarious swamp in
Assam, of a burnt-up crater surrounded with cinders,
of a spot where you are snowed np for months i n the
year, and of another where it rains eternally for about
360 days out of 365. Not a bad place! no place is a
bad place, I suppose, if you ollly kno~vhow to live in
it; as the Scotch gardener said of his much-abused
garden made on a, rock, " She's no a bad gaircien gin
ye doong her weel." I fully expect when I get to
that place Dadur, of wllich the poet said, '(A1 khuda
bawalit kih dadur bud chira duzalih sakhtah?"
(" Seeing that there is Dadur, why did God make
the infernal regions? ")--yet to hear some one say
of it also, " It's not half a bad place."
So that when I found, as of course I soon did, that
&Iajor &Iockler said Gwadur, the next stage we
reached, was a very nice place, I mas not in the
least surprised. There's no doubt that if the bitterest enemies were to be lnade to live alone together
for four years they would end by being bosorn friends,
-i.e., if they did not kill each other at first; so tliat
na G~vadurhas failed to liill hInjor IlIocltlcr for foul.
years, of course that officer l~yaisesit.
And, I do not kno\v why exactly, but i t seems to
Ine I shoulcl lilie Gh~adurbetter than some other
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plhces I have seen, such as Fao, Bushire, Baildar
Abbass, &!taskat, and Jusk.
There is something picturesque about i t ; on the
south the hill rises straight up to a height of 480
feet, and to the north the fantastic sliapes of the
Koli-i-1SIalidi make it take one's eye more. The
town is not a very large one, but I believe it is
rising, and moreover it seems to me to be the aatnral
comniercial outlet for a very much greater extent of
country than it now drains. Altogether i t is a place
with more of a future than a past. One of the peculiarities of Gwadur seeiiied to me, the number of
flagstaffs. I am aware that the erection of a ship's
mast with a flag on the top of it in season and out,
is regarded by her political officers as one of the
outward and visible signs of Great Britain's power,
but generally British agents are content with one
such emblem of majesty, provided only that it is
higher and more unwieldy than any other by whicli
it is surrouiided; but here there are four,-let us
hope, then, they are a sign of tlle coming greatness
of Gwadur.
W e arrived a t Gwadur on the 1st January, 1877,
and a t once disembarking, went with Major Mockler,
wlio had kindly collie with us from Jssli, on purpose
t o be in a position to help us to the utmost of liis
power. I had telegraphed froin Bushire regarding
lnost of my wants, whicli were in reality but few,
for wc llad coiile provided witli all necessary outfit.
r I
l h o c11icf ncccssnries wcra sollle good riding c:~mels,
i ~ n da trustworthy man or two to go witli us. Tlle
first), Mnjor &locliier had already arranged to supply,
by lettillg us 11il~esome of the camels belongiilg to
11isow11 escort ; ni~dif lic did not givc us tllc sccolid,
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I fancy the reason mas because, there being no
clemaud for such an article as trustworthiness in
and about Gwadur, there was no supply.
All the 2nd was occupied in making up our
packages into proper loads, writing letters and
arranging for receiving them, and in enquiring about
the conutry we were to traverse ; but it soon beca~ne
evident that no information was to be procured at
a11 of the country beyond Panjgi-~r,so that there
was no may of getting it except by going to that
place ourselves.
The first question which presented itself for s o h tion was in regard to the routes which we should
follow between the sea-coast and Panjgur. I was
of course anxious that we should get complete information regarding all the practicable routes from the
sen-coast, in order that we might start from Panjgur
with the thread of our onward jouruey taken up
com1)lete.
A consicleratiou of distance rendered it unnecessary
to enquire about any route east of Sonmiani; that is
to say, our ellqniries were limited by the mouth of
the Dtlsht River on the west, to Sonmiani on the
east.
From between these points maily routes lead into
the interior ; the easternmost from Sonriiiani itself,
goes by Bela, and Wudd to Nal, and has been traversed freclaeutly by British officers, who have recorded more or less complete information regarding
i t ; from Nal to Rhnran there is, however, a hiatus
whiall shonld be fillet1 nl). That fro~uOrmarah by
Bolwnh to Pnujgur was followed by Captain Miles in
187:1, :~utl;1,11t,l~ollurnurcrlx ~.outesw11ic:lt lend from
Gnraclnr itself llacl Leeu Heell eitller Ly ltoss, J ~ o \tjt,
~e
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St. John, or Miles. From Gwadur there are no less
than four routes : the first, which is known as the
Talar road, goes by the village of Kuppar t o the
Talar pass, a rugged tracli over broken ridges of
sandstone ; from this it turns to the north-west by
Amulani to avoid the end of the spurs thrown out t o
the west by the southeru range of the Kej valley, and
also because water is not procurable in a more direct
line. From Amulani t h e road goes over a level plain
for some twelve miles, wheu i t enters a series of low
hills, crossing which in a northerly clirection, i t
reaches the town or village of Miri in the Kej
valley. The Faleri route goes by Seroki on the
Daslit River, and tlie Durdan route lies to tlie north
of this, and fiually the Tank11 route joins on tlie Talar
road. All these liad been traversed a t various times
by our officers, and so it was not necessary again tlo go
over them. There only therefore really remained two
routes which had not been visited, namely that from
the mouth of the Dasht IZiver, and tllat from the
village of Pnsni. My a t t e n t i o ~had
~ been particularly
callecl to the first by Major Lovett, wlio described
it as probably k t very suitable line for itu advance of
a force into the interior; and I therefore asked
Lockwood to go and have a looli a t it, while I myself
undertook the exploration of the second.
But before we start illto the interior, I will s:ly a,
few words regardiug the points on the Mekran coast
at wliich it wonltl be possible to land in numbers ; yet
in consideri~lgwlmt I sllall say, i t will always be
liecessary to bear in lrlintl oiie fact,,viz., tliat la~lcliugon
the Meliran coast ci~nnotbe effected anywhere withoat c.oi~siciari~blo
(I~LIILJCYi ~ ~~i ldi i l i ~ t ~bel'oye
l t ~ , tl10 elid
of 6eljte1lll)eror 11~rlcl1
i ~ l ' l c rtile clltl of M;1,1.~11. xvell
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allying the fine weather the whole of this coast,
being quite open, has a surf on it, which is often so
higll 8s to render landing very difficult ; and as this
is due to local causes, the exact times at which this
inconvenience ~villoccur cannot be foreseen. Moreover, as the coast is generally formed of low hills
which come down to the water's edge in abrupt cliffs,
the selection of landing-places must be confined to
the various bays, which alone can be considered
suitable points for disembarkation.
Commencing from the west, the first me come to
is Sonmiani, regarding which and the following
place I cull some information from a capital little
work by Commander Stiffe of the Indian Navy, called
" The Persian Gulf Pilot."
Sonminni Bay extends from Ras Muwari to tlie
Hara range of hills for lli~leteenmiles, with a succession of rocky points and small inlets. On the east,
there is about ten fathoms of water three miles off
shore, and the depth thence decreases regularly to
four fathoms at low water, quite close to the bar off
Sonmiani, and within a mile of the shore east of that
place. The village itself consists of a few hundred
mud houses, but no supplies can be obtained, and
only some bacl water is here procurable.
Ormarah, the next poiat, has two usual anchorages,
one called by the natives Demezarra (or East Bay),
with only a depth of three and a half fathoms, about
two and a h ; ~ l f miles from the vjllsge, tho water
shodi~lgr ~ i d l y ,and making landing iuconvelliellt
at low water. This Lay is ope11 to easterly winds,
which blow strong at times from December t,o
February. The west bay, or Padazarra, is silnilar,
but is sh0:~10r, ancl is selcloin visited.
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Pusni, which lies to tlie west again, is an old
telegraph station. The bay here is shallow, and the
anchorage is one and a quarter to one and a half
miles from the shore, in three to three and a half
fathoms, the soundings shoaling regularly, and the
bottom being sandy. There is considerable surf here
after April, and it is then difficult to land. No
supplies can be got here, but fresh water is procurable from some three miles up the Slladi Khor.
Gwadur is tlie principal town on the Meliran coast,
and stands on a sandy isthmus to the north of .I123
Gwadur Head, a rocky promontory similar to but
not so high as that of Ras Ormarah. It contailis
about five thousand inhabitants, and is built in great
part of mat huts, but it has a square fortlet in the
middle. The population is a very mongrel lot,
cliiefly Balocll, who live by fishing. Many boats
belong to this l~lace,probably not less than two
thousand five hundred, of which some thirty are
large sea-going boats, which trade with Kurrachi,
Maskat, Bandar Abbass, Boiilbay, and the Malabar
coast. The trafic with the interior by caravans is,
for this part, considerable, slid is chiefly with I<ej
and Panjgur. Tlle principal iiiiports are piece goods,
sugar, rice, timber, etc. ; tlie exports, cotton, wool,
gllee, salt fish, and sllarlr fins: and, lastly, the only
really fine product of all hIelrran,-splendid dates
from Panjgur.
It is a residence of a British political oficer, and
there is n telegrapli office ; as, too, tlle mail steaiiiers
call here once a fortnight, i t cannot be considered
altogether cut off from the linown world. Further,
as supplies are procurable, and good water, and it is
:~l?Suttwenty till~es1:trgcr tllnil :my otller place in
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Mekran, a wild Baloch from the interior naturally
looks on it much as a Yankee does on Paris.
Tlle East Bay, in which an anchorage on good
hard bottom, with a depth of about three fathoms,
can be had some one and a half miles from the
&ore, is well sheltered from south-west winds and
sea, but on the monsoon tlie long, low swell rolling
roilnil tlre point of Gwadur Head causes a vessel to
roll violently, and in easterly winds it is sometimes
difficult to communicate with the shore, though the
gale is never strong enough to eudanger a ship.
I n the west Gwadur Bay there is good anchorage
in four fathoms, with a sandy bottom, about two and
three-quarter miles east of tlre telegraph office, and
in an easterly gale a vessel would find shclter here.
Before my arrival on the coast of Mekran, the
month of the Dasht River had never been explored ;
but, as I have said, my attention having been called
to it by one of Major Lovett's reports, I asked
Captain Lockwood to visit it. H e found the bar of
tlre Dasht River to be quite dry at low water, and to
have about one fathom over it at high tide. The
river at its month is about four hundred yards
broad, with flat, sandy banks, almost flush with the
water. For four miles up the river, tlre depth a t
flood varies from two to three and a lralf fathoms in
the deepest places, ant1 the width gradually lessens
to one llunclred yards. At six rniles the width still
further diminishes to eighty yards, autl the depth to
six feet, and this c ~ n t i u n e sto the tent11 rnile. Frorn
this the depth goes on decreasing till, at tlre fifteelrtll
mile from the mouth, three feet can hardly be got at
1 1 1 t i .
Tllerefore :L spot ;~l)outa lrlile below a
l ) l % ccalled
~
hlars, wliicll is it,self tllree i ~ n da, llnlf
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miles below Surian Jump, is the highest point which
can be reached under the most favourable circumstances. At this place the river has a hard, sandy
bed, with clay banks, which are, however, very high
in places, and would have to be cut down. From the
foregoing, it is evident that though i t might be
practicable, by taking advantage of the tide, to make
use of this river, the precariousness of its depth, and
tlle extra trouble of transferring men and stores,
would make the advantage to be derived fiom its
use problematical.
The points on the coast, therefore, at which it
would be possible to disexnbark are Sonmiani, Ormarah, Pusni, Gwadur, and the Dasht River. Between
these, regarded as places of debarkation, there is
not much to choose; all are indifferent, and therefore
any selection would have to be determined more by
the convenience of the routes leading into the
interior,-a consideration which would reduce the
number of suitable landing-places to only two, viz.,
Pnsni and the Dasht River.
Sonmiani, though comparatively a good port, has
the disadvantage of being situated very far to the
east, wliile Orniarah and Gwadur have certain ndvantages with counter-balancing disadvantnges. Both are
cioubtless the sites of towns, the ii~liabitantsof which
would be able to give a certain arnouilt of assistance
in the way of labour and supplies, and they have
good water. But i t is yretty certain that the people
would flock to whatever point worls was secured to
them, and tllcrefore their first advaatage ~vouldcease,
and their water supply is not sufficiently good to compensate for the comparcztive ~uisnitabilityof the roads
lending to the interior.
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All om paclrages being ready, we sent off our
servants aud traps early on the morning of the 3rd ;
we ourselves followed in the afternoon, determining
eacll to malie a short march the first day. Captaia
Loc1;wooci took a cotuse to the west, round the head
of the west bay; while my course lay north, along
the shore of the east bay. W e were both loath t o
part from each other and from our kind host, Major
hiockler ; three moilths of snfficieutly wild and trying travels had sufficed to rub off from us that crust
of selfishness and priggishness which all civilized
beings interpose between each other, more or less, in
their intercourse, and we had got down into the real
stuff beyond, ancl appreciated i t ; and in the case
of our host, six days' constant intercourse had not
shop-n us in him anything bnt what was gentlemanly
and kind, thouglltful and considerate. And now we
were all three to part, while at least two of us could
not say when we should see an English face again.
I do not knonr that we were very sad, for our hearts
mere beating high in the thought that we were
actually beginning the enterprise we had come
thousands of miles to colnmence ; but I tllirlk there
was just a little lump in our throats as, with the
undemonstrativeness of our rice, we shook hands
ancl uttered the one word on which more people
ponder than ou perhaps any other in our langumgeGootl-bye. So I turned east ancl Loclimood west,
aucl we hacl started. hIy road lay a t first over the
seashore, nncl the refreshing sound of the waves
1i~l)t~ r thouglits
~ y
clieery ; for to me there is notlliag
sat1 iu the scn 11--rives,-as long, that is, as they brenlr
on the sliore ; they seem, in their ceaseless life and
bustle, to rend one n lessoil that it is always well to
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be up aud doing somethiug ; for a man who lets himself remaiu still, either mentally or physically, stagnates like standing water. No, there is nothing sad i n
the sea waves as long as one is on shore, but if boxed
up in a ship i t is quite the contrary, and to me there is
nothing more dreary and dismal thau ail interminable
araste of waters seen from the deck of a sliip leaving
the beacli. Tlle traclr, then, led over a hard, level
plain, covered with innumerable little shells ; aud a t
the fifth mile we came to one of the mncl volcanoes
which are, I believe, peculiar to this part of the
coast.
This one, the name of which was Durrya Cham, is
very small compared with the great mud volcano of
Ch~uldraGup described by Captain Hart, but in its
cllaracteristics it is similar. It consisted of a crater
formed of dried mud, and within on the ceutre was
a basin of liquid mud, which ever and anon bubbled
up with a faint sound. IVllile I nras there the bubbles
were very small, and a t long intervals; but the
man with me said that sometimes the mud rose up
slid rail over the sides of tlle crater ; tliese latter,
indeed, being compose(1 of cvideiltly tlle snnle ~ n n d
balied Ly the sun, testified to the accuracy of the
fellow's assertion.
I notice that Captain Roilald Campbell mentions
that the Mollamrnedalls believe that tho \vorliing of
tlicse volcauoes is nffec-:tecl by the tides, alicl Colollel.
(~olds~iiicl
coniirms this theory, l~elievingtllat tlio sea
is t,lic immediate agency in crcnt,ing the bilb1)les, and
lle thialis tllnt many of the " Sllor" llills wllicll
abound 011 this coast l~robnbly e x l ~ i b i t ~ dsinlilar
appearances to these ~ n n dvolcaiioes 11ntil the receding waters of tlie oceall ccnsed to act on them.
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Uninfluenced by such causes, they fell into shrivelled
and furrowed heaps, bored through and through with
cavities.
Going on from this we soon came t o t h e broken
spurs of the Koh-i-Mahdi, a singular-looking hill,
which forms a most picturesque item i n the landscape round Gwadur. This hill, which is about four
hunbed feet high, is formed of clay, and its sides
have been so " furrowed and scooped out " by rain,
and, perhaps, also crumbled by the intense heat, that
it now assumes the most fantastic shapes, rising,
as Major Lovett says, into pinnacles and towers,
looking in the distance like the ruins of some vast
decaying town or fort. The highest peak is a sugar
loaf rock at the east end, nearly four hundred feet in
height, ancl from its furrowed sides resembling the
remains of some Gothic architecture, it is now
known as the Cathedral Rock. This range, which
is about four miles in length from east to west, is
quite isolated, a i d probably owes its origh to some
volcanic emption.
Winding through rugged and sharp-edged ridges
of water-worn mud, we came to our camp on the
other side of the Koh-i-Mrthdi hill. It was placed
in a little open space, with a few stunted trees near
a small pond of water,-the only excuse for halting
at such a spot. From it there is a good view of the
Nigor plain and the Durram Koh ridge, which here
rnns parallel with the sen-coast, nbollt twelve miles
clistnnt. The highest point is called Mulch, and it is
said be 1,550 feet in height. I t decreases in heig]lt
north of the Mali(li ridge, and ends su(ldeilly in R.
remarliable llotch, or rather two pei.pendicu1ar steps
callecl Gnu. From the west, at the point nllerp the
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Tankh route turns it, to where the road from Kuppar
goes betweensit and the Chilari Koh, a distance of
not less than forty miles, this range cannot be crossed,
unless, perhaps, by footmen, cutting off the ~ o l a n c h
valley from the Nigor plain on its south.
On the 4th January we did not get off till rather
late, owing to the dilatorilless of the sowar, Gholam
Kadir, who had been sent with me by Major Mockler.
This gentleman did not appreciate early rising, aud
so delayed the start as niucli as he could. The road
lay over a dreary, hard plain, of the nature called
" pat " in Sind. The sun was very hot, and to make
it more pleasant, at Bararnbab, a ravine with a little
water in it, I had to wait for nearly two hours before
my camels came up to enable me to have breakfast.
This ravine, which emanates from the Dwram range,
falls into the sea about twenty miles east of Gwadur.
When I was there, there were some pools of brackisli
water, in oue of which I bathed, or rather tried to
bathe; but before I got far into the pool I sank so
suddenly in the mud, that it was oilly with a tremendous bound that I got out of it again. So I tlien
contented myself with taking water from the edge,
and there laving m y heated limbs, without again
trusting to its treacherous bottom.
Going on from this, we soon crossed tlie bed of the
Kurwad I<hor, a ravine which joins with the Barambab before it reaches the sea; and then got into a
labyrinth of low hills, from which we did not emerge
till the eighth mile was accoinplisl~ed,when crossing a low ridge the trees of the village of Ruppar
were seen about a mile distant. This is a miserable
liovel, but) an that goes witllout saying regrvdiup
ally place ill l;nlocllist;ul, I will not, worry 111y ~ ' e ; ~ ~ l e r s
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by the damnable iteration which would be necessary
if I gave a true account of every collection of
hovels met with in my travels in this country. It;
was not long before I found that no more favourable
adjectives could be applied to any place in this
region
- than "miserable " or " wretched;" and that
whatever is worth seeing-and that is little enough
in Balochistan-is
not owing to man, but nature.
The chief (?) of this place is one of the natives who
are paid by our ~ o i e r n ~ n e nfor
t loolung after the
telegraph line, which passes close by to Pusni, and he
was sufficiently civil to me, doing what he could,
which was little enough. However, if he did not
do much for me, I had t h e great satisfaction of feeling
I had done a good deal for his people. I had probably
spent the largest sum ever known to have been expended in his village, except, perhaps, by two or
three former travellers ; and I had afforded all of
them the greatest intellectual treat they had enjoyed
for years. An opportunity of this sort was not to be
lost, so the whole village came and sat round me in
rows, drinking in the amusement afforded by my
sayings ancl doings slowly and pleasantly, and, let
US hope, also with becoming benefit to their mental
appetite.
6 t h January .-Today Gholam Kadir, who had been
nominated my factotum, managed to start by six,
having the night before callecl all his gods to witness
that lle was determined to get off before four. I n fact,
as he said, " Four ! what's four ? if you wish me I will
go a t two ! one ! now ! " Tlie reason of this order
for an early start was, I hope, a pardonable dislike
to sitting in the slln for two h0111'8, a11 infliction I
endured the day before, while waiti~lgfor breakfast;
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such basking must be condemned alilre in the
interests of one's digestion, temper, and health.
Not having slept a wink all night, I was enabled to
feel what a struggle was going on in Gholam Kadir's
mind as the dawn gradually broke. The night
before he had a,sserted that any hour was the same
to him for starting; he was now no less consistentIrish fashion, it is true-in that he still remained of
the same opinion, but his reckoning was reversed;
seven would do as well as six perhaps, he now
thought. However, when I put my head out of the
tent he was gone, and the first bit of news which
greeted me was that one of the camels had run
away, and I was thus left to provide another at the
last moment. Turning to one of my friends of last
night, it was satisfactory to find he was equal to the
occasion; he would, he said, provide a camel or
camels-on payment, he added. l 1 Of course," I remarked, " on payment." I readily consented, and
enquired what I had to pay. " Five rupees," he
answered modestly. No doubt some millionaire had
been travelliug in these parts, for the rupee had
become most seriously depreciated. As far as I
could see, the rupee in Balochistan is equal to about
sixpence ; a depreciation which, if it extends to India,
will cause the English to follow Gladstone's considerate advice to the Turks, and be "off bag and
baggage."
Leaving a representative behiud to conclude as
little a one-sided bargain as he could, I went on,
and passing between the mat llovcls of which
the village is formed, soon came to tlre low ridgc
which encloscs Buppar on the east. The nature
of tllesa hills cannot fail to strike one forcibly.
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This is a country in which there certainly is a
minimum of rainfall, yet the whole country affords
endless proofs of having been shaped by water.
This is especially the case with the hills; they are
generally composed of a whitish clay (which is very
slippery when wet, and when dry forms into a
perfectly impalpable powder on the slightest pressure), and the wonderful shapes into which they are
morn can only have arisen by the action of water.
Beyond this ridge is a plain stretching without intermission to the Kondasol ridge, which, though really
twenty miles off, looked quite near. About half way,
the Sowr creek is crossed. It is passable a t low
water by a slippery ford, but when the tide is i n it
is converted into a deep insuperable obstacle some
seventy yards wide. Here I halted to have breakfast,
and luckily I had some sweet water with me, as all
here was quite salt. I n Balochistan it is, indeed, a
very necessary precaution always to take with you
on every stage as much sweet water as you can
carry.
The heat of the sun during the nine miles I had to
go after breakfast was very trying, and the glare on
the white plain traversed very grea#t. At Kumbi I
waited under a tree in the hopes my other camels
would come up in time to enable me to go on a few
miles further, but as they did not do so till past
three, it became impossible to begin another march,
and so I llalted nt that place.
From here I sent off a letter Mocliler had very
liilltlly given me for hlir Kamalan, a Gichlti chief
whom 110 Ilatl ~tl'o~lgly
recorninende(l to me as a
pleasaut cou~pailionant1 a trnstwortlly follower for
IUY jollrn~y. Tllr I L L U U I I ~ ~of' ilegoti:~i,ioi1 wllicli
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proved necessary before any one could be procured
to undertake to carry this letter would have sufficed
to settle the Eastern Question.
Up to this it seemed that my powers of description would not be called much into requisition. The
whole country is composed of a white clay, which
in the hills assumes the most diverse and fantastic
shapes, while on the plains it makes up for its
previous contortions by assuming an unvarying
dead level, which would satisfy the greatest advocate
of a seniority system. The villages, too, do not give
one a chance ; in the first place there are none, and
in the second the few hovels seen are invariably
formed throughont of very dilapidated matting, which
no word-painting can colour into picturesqueuess.
I had now come fifty miles from Gwadur, and had
only passed about ten hovels, and there was not the
slightest sign of any villages between the sea and
the hills.
What water these people do use (and the consumption, seeing that no one ever washes, and much
drinking would bring on dysentery, cannot be great),
they seem to collect by the construction of very rude
darns on the lines of drainage. Yet there is probably
abundance of water to be had for the digging, and as
the soil is good, there appears no reason why these
desolate and unpeopled clay plains should not one
day teem with life. The climate too, so the head
man of Kuppar said, is not SO bad, i.e., he means
there arc worse places. Iiej, he says, is hotter, and I
should think the whole of Upper Sind was greatly
more so.
But with all the disagreeables of this uninteresting
country, I was certainly much better off here than I
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was on our trip through Armenia. Here I have very
decent servants, there I had a fiend named Husain,
whom I am sure could never have got so many
bad qualities into his small body without some dealings with the d e d . What more need be said? It is
strange what apparent trivialities change the whole
nature of things. W e all know the enthusiastic lover
of nature who regards, or says he regards, not food,
or sleep, if only he may enjoy nature's majestic
scenes. Yet what heaven could be heaven long
where-everything
else perfect-one
had to eat
Husain's " pillaos " at eight, and be eaten at nine
by-Armenia's unrivalled breed of fleas I
G t l ~January.-On making this morning the pleasing
intelligence which must so often have been conveyed
to former travellers in these detestable regions, was
brought to me,-" One of the camels is missing." I
mas in a philosophical state, induced by a long night
without sleep, so all I said was, " Then get another."
Another was got, after I had left a man behind for
the purpose, and he had paid down five rupees for
the day's march of about thirty miles, i.e., about
1,000 per cent. more than the most extortionate
camel driver in India would ask. I don't know why
it is so, but I believe it to be a fact, that the more
apparently unsophisticated a savage is, the harder
bargain he will drive with you. True sometimes in
savagedom yon get things wonderfully cheap, but
that only proceeds from ignorance ; let the noble
aborjgirial once get an inkling that his sheep has a
value, ancl lie will ask a price that would never even
suggest itself to the most rapacious London butcher.
Having got under weigh, at last we made for the
soutli end of a queer-shaped ritlge called Kundauol,
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and rounding it, entered on an interminable plain
only broken by the isolated hill of Jab1 Zerin, which
appeared like a speck in the far east. This ridge, I
have no doubt, was once a plain unpretending offshoot from its parent range the Chakuli Koh, but it
has been converted by some convulsion of nature into
a state of the most extraordinary confusion, looking
as if charges of dynamite had been placed a t intervals
along its whole length, and, exploding, had upheaved
what was once a uniform ridge into a series of lateral
ridges like a fallen flight of steps.
From this the road went for twenty miles over a
level plain of hard white clay thickly encrusted with
a layer of shells. It then entered a series of sand
hills, over which we floundered painfully right into
Pusni. Though we were only a t the beginning of
January, the heat of the sun and the glare from the
white plain combined made the ride most disagreeable, and I was glad once more to see a s i p of
civilisation in the spacious buildings erected by the
British Government near the seashore for the staff of
the Persian telegraphs. One hears of dynasties of
Boledis, Gichkis, etc., in these parts; of their power,
and their inagnificeiice; yet there can be no doubt
that none of these, in their highest glory, or even i n
their wildest dreams, could ever have imagined, far
less accomylished, tlie erection of such a building as
this, built simply for a few telegraph clerks.
Arriving here, I took npon myself to appropriate to
my own use whatever the building contained, and
though it was only three da,ys since I left the hospitable roof of RSajor Mockler, I thoroughly enjoyed
the luxury of having somewhere withal to put what
uature ]lac1 providctl ine to sit npon, while, too,
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admitting one can get through the night lying on
the ground, I must confess a bed is preferable.
I had hardly arrived, and had not yet had a bath,
when the principal man of these parts came to pay
his respects, and to have a stare at the newly-arrived
Faringi.
This gentleman, Mir Bahram by name, was chief
of the I<ulmuttis, and is said by an enthusiastic
official who visited Pusni some years ago, to boast
a descent of 2,000 years,-an antiquity before which
even I, as one of the l1ancient MacGregors," must
bow. I think when one talks of a chief of such
antiquity coming to pay one a visit, the average stayat-home reader is apt to imagine an individual of
noble and dignified mien, arriving, say, on a blood
Arab mare, with gorgeous trappings, and surrounded
by a glittering galaxy of wild but magnificent-looking
warriors, with a few slaves bearing his jewel-inlaid
arms and shield and pipe. On this occasion, at all
events, this was not the case, and truth demands that
I should say that Mir Bahram was an elderly and
sufficiently good-looking gentleman, but dressed in a
long dirty nightgown, followed by some thirty others
also in nightgowns, which were likewise far from
clean. After exchanging tlle usual Baloch salutations, which, notwithstanding that I had been learning them by heart the day before, I had some difficulty
in emitting, we proceeded to more mundane matters.
The modes of address common amongst the Baloches
are uunsually long and tedious, as ic: apt to be the
case with people to whom time is no object, to whom,
in fact, any may of killing that said commodity is a
god-send. First, you say " Salarn nlilc," and receive
ns an answer, " Snlam alik," Next comes " Wushut,"
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but as this is Greek to many of my readers, I will
give it in English. Say A and B meet, they say
simultaneously, "Peace be with you," "On you be
peace " ; then, " Welcome." Then they plod through
the regular string of questions "Are you well? " "Are
you quite well?" L L Iits yourself that's well? " * "Are
your people well?" " I s your brother well?" " I s your
wife well?" Then one says, " Khabar dih" (" Tell US
news"), and the other answers, "By the grace of God
all is well," and so on. This excessively long mode of
salutation could not, of course, survive a day among
people who had anything to do, and even in the
East it is often considered a bore; the only thing
the people really want to linow being the news.
7th January.-Next morning the first thing I did
was to rid myself of Gholam Kadir, who had proved
a regular incubus, weighing heavily upon me for the
last four days, and thwarting all my arrangements.
Major Mocliler, with the best intentions, had very
kindly furnished me with this man as a sort of orderly,
and I had agreed to double his usual rate of pay,
advancing him one nionth before starting ; in return
for which he was to act as interpreter and make
himself generally useful. This agreement he appeared
to consider sufficiently fulfilled if he took my best
camel for his own sole use, and rode ahead of me so
far that I could never speak a word to him ; and when
T ventured to remonstrate, he informed me, in an
insolent manner, that he mas doing what he agreed
to, and if I did not like his ways he would be glad to
return ; so return he did. The fact is, from reading
the reports of St. John, Lovett, and others, I was
prepared to expect something of this sort, and I had
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originally therefore telegraphed to Kurrachi to have
some Sind camel-men sent to me ; but dissuaded by
Moclrler's assuring me I should have no bother
with the men of the country, I wehkly yielded, and
started trusting to the good graces of this gentleman.
Afterwards I went out to have L look round. I
was a t first unable to see anything but sand hills ;
but having got the general direction of the village,
I a t last found it, nestled in a lqbyrinth of sand
heaps. I notice a former traveller describes Pusni
as a miserable spot, and I certainly quite agree
with him ; I should call it the "most miserable
spot" if my memory did not rebind me I had
so often thought that of other places ; and then to
say a place is the most wretched pldce one ever saw,
would not be very iutelligible without a foot-note
giving a few specimens of the disagreeable places one
hxcl seen ; a t all events, I may say 1 cannot recall at
this moment a more uninviting locality. Yet it is
said by the well-informed to have been one of the
points a t which that most sorely tried of admirals,
Nearchus, touched as he was wendihg his weary way
along the unlovely shore of Meltr~n. Beyond this
tradition there is nothing, I think, df any interest in
the place, and the most wonderfu fact that I can
chronicle regarding it is, that t h re is said to be
an officer of the Telegraph Department, who, having
been here once, wishes to corr~e p a i n . I do not
vouch for the truth of this report, and am inclined
to doubt it, as the oficers of theltelegraph I have
met h a ~ e ~ a l r v a ybeen
s sensible persons.
I Ilad now to engage other men to look after the
camels, ancl I wished also to buy another riding
c a ~ ~ lor
e l t ~ o . Iu order to accomplish this I llncl to

'e
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go through a most tedious amount of negotiation.
Bargaining is a great nuisance a t the best of times,
and I always think a people more or less civilised
according as they abstain from it, and content tliemselves with naming one price ; but bargaining with a
Baloch is of all kinds the worst ; first, if he understands any known tongue, such as Persian or Hindustani, he always speaks it in a fashion that no one can
comprehend him ; then he is densely stupid, except
when he sees his way to getting a shilling for three
pennyworth. Several camel-drivers presented themselves for service, and I at last took an old man who
declared he had been with the British in the Afghan
campaign, and also in Sind in the Miani days. H e
did not seem to know anything, and I was not very
much take11 with iny bargain, which was to give him
three times more than he was worth ; but he assured
me that after I had tried him for a few days I should
wonder at my luck in possessing such a treasure.
I had thought of taking a picture of Pusni, and
got out my apparatus for the purpose; but the utter
mockery of the thing then struck me, for to photograph a sand-hill would be mere waste of time and
material. Any of my readers can make a inodel of
Pusni for himself next time lie visits the seashore,
or I dare say his bairns mould do it for him with
pleasure. On one side is the sea, and as this is the
same anywhere, you have half the picture ; then
malie a lot of sand-heaps of any shape, any size, in
any position you like, and you have Pusni.
I n the e v e n i ~ ~tlie
g chief of the ancient clan of
Kulmuttis came again to see me, this time with
kwcr be-l~iglitg~wilcd
f ~ l l ~ w c r sIf. his hair was cut,
heard t1rimmcd nncl allom~edt o rc~nnill its natural
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white, this old gentleman-mould be quite nice-looking ;
his features are good, and his expression when speaking open and pleasant. According to his account, his
kingdom does not bring him in much : he has some
precarious cultivation up the Shadi Khor, and he
owns one boat; but his largest source of revenue is
the payment he receives from the Telegraph Department for not knocking down the line. This amounts
to about fifty rupees per mensem-an enormous sum
in these parts. H e was very anxious I should buy
one of his camels, only paying twice its value ; and
perllaps I might have been green enough to have
done so, had he not actually proposed I should pay
for it first and have it sent after me. I confess I am
generally easily taken in. If any one tells me a fairly
lucid and consistent lie, with sufficient earnestness,
I always credit the man. I n fact, one of my pet
theories is, You should always believe in people till
you find them out, and then never again trust them.
But Bahram's proposal was too much even for my
verdnncy. Fancy the splendid animal that (if any)
would have come hopping out to me on three legs !
Talking of Bahram's allowance reminds me of a
report I have been reading, in which I was much
amused t'o find him recommended for a share of the
payments which were to be made for the care of the
line, because, in the opinion of the official who made
the suggestion, " i t wodd be nice t o encourage the
descendant of people who saw Alexander's fleet anchor
in their bay "! Well, well, many a man gets on far
better than he tleserves because one of his ancestors
once did something sufficiently famous, or infamolzs,
to be rewarded witth a peerage ; but this i g carrying the
claims of blue blood a little too far.

CHAPTER 11.
RALOCHISTAN .WILDS.

St72 Jn~zz~ary.-I got off this morning with some diffi-

culty. It is always troublesome to move servants
out of good quarters, and it was 7.30 before we
started. The road goes up the bed of the Shadi
Khor the mrllole way, and is very good indeed.
There is plenty of excellent water on its bed after
about five miles from the coast, and there is a great
abundance of fuel and camel forage. The latter is
talien froin the " Gaz," or tamarisk, and acacia txees.
There are also a great number of the " Jaor " bush,
which has a very pretty pink flower, but which has the
evil reputation of being poisonous to camels. I only
made about ten nziles to-day, in a clirectiou generally
north, as I had to wait for a camel wl~ichI wished
to buy. W e passed one or two miserable patches of
cultivation, which werc all withering up from want
of rain, or rather from lack of sufficient ellterprise and
intelligence on the 11:~rtof the cultivators ; for close by,
not inore tllan twenty feet below the level of these
fields, was an ample supply of water in the river.
The name of our cainp was Laz Bent, situated just
,under the Talo liill, and n curious off-shoot of i t
1
1 - - 1 1 1t i . Pro111 here L: road goer;; by a
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bit of cultivation called Gazdar to Kalmat, a place to
tlie east of Pnsni on the coast.
Mir Bahram rode out with me, and asked me for a
letter setting forth the important services he had
performed for me. As, however, he had done nothing
at all, it was somewh:~tdifficult to word such a letter,
strict regard being had to the truth. However I
gave hirn one, which I tried to model on a celebrated
testimonial which the late Major James once gave to
solne chief on the Pesliam-ur frontier. H e evidently
could not say much for his moral character, as he
was reduced to certifying that the bearer was a very
fine-looking fellow. So I recorded that Mir Bahram
was a very pleasant-mannered old gentleman, and
seemed very open and honest. Much good may it do
him ! After all, one pens these sort of testimonials
more for the sake of those who may come after one,
in the hope that they may receive a Little extra
civility in return. I also gave him a very nice clasp
knife, which I s110uld have been very glad to have
received as a present myself; but he evidently did
not tl~ink much of it or of me. I suppose some
geutlernau backecl with the wealth of the Government of India had been bestowing upon him better
things ; so I shall be regarded in Bahram's heart
of llcnrts as n somewllat stingy individual. This
Indian custorn of tendering presents every time you
go near a chief is a very silly one, which it is high
time shoulcl be abolished. If presents are really
giveu as a r e ~ a i c for
l some service done, or from the
same source as gratitude is said to spring, well and
goocl ; but it seems to me that Government is a, steady
lostir I)y tlie systcrr~. At all events, in these countries
it makes it very difficult for ;L privnte traveller to get
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along at all witllout half ruining himself. I ofteu
felt in Persia that such and such an individual
expected a present, which I was not always able to
give. I n fact, as one never can spare one's own
articles, so unlesg one lays in a regular supply of
presents before ~starting,one is obliged to ignore the
'(donative " part of the business. Thus it was i n
Persia ; I was on arrival at the Caspian completely
cleared out; my watch, my sword, all my guns,
and my pistols, besides numerous little things, had
disappeared.
9th Ja?zz~a~y.-My march to-day was from this
somewhat fertile spot, called, as before stated, Laz
Bent; the latter word meaning cultivation in the
Baloch dialect. The road was very good for the
most of the way, going up the Shadi Khor, till we
got abreast of the Talo ridge, when it left the river,
and then crossing a plain covered wit11 tamarisk,
entered a labyrinth of low hillocks, called Andarok,
through which i t wound. Here i t was in places
very Ilarrow, but it could easily be wideued to any
extent, as the soil is very soft and friiible. This
ridge once passed, another small plain is crossed
leading again to the river, whicli had iliade a bold
sweep out to the east to round the ridge, and then,
foiled as it were in its attempt to find an outlet
in this direction, it c;tlne back west, hugging the
north foot of the T:~lo ridge. At the point wllere
the road regains tllc river is a place called "Dokani,"
i.e., shop, a n:~ine~lrobablygiven to it by some jocose
Baloch,-on the s:Lme principle that a negro is oftcn
called snowball, tliero being of course no sign of ;iny
sllop anywhere. Tile bnnlis of tllo ravine at this
poiut are very his11 iul(1 steep, so ll111cll 80
tile
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bed becomes a defile ; but the road was very good.
From Dokani a road goes off to the south-west to
Kolanch.
On the way I passed, i n more than one place,
curions circles of stones, with two or three set up in
the centre. These, I was told, it was the custom to
place round happy bridegrooms on their way to be
married. The fortunate youtQ stands i n the centre,
while musicians and friends play round him, and
offer him ironical congrat~dationson his luck; and
then stones are arranged to cohrnemorate the event.
Continuing up the ravine, I arrived a t Ghoramani
Bent in fourteen and a half miles. The ravine
latterly became more and more filled with the
" pish " (dwarf palm), a shrub which is as useful to
the Baloch as the bamboo is to the Burman. From
this the former makes ropes, sandals, pipes, matting,
and a variety of other articles for his house, etc.
The matting is for the most part of a good description, but I cannot say I admire the sandals, which
wear out in a day's march, and the rope also never
lasts more than a day or two. The fact is the
Enloch is a philosopher; 110. says, if a bit of rope
mill last two or three days, mhat inore do you want?
who lillows mhat will happen in four ? The pipe is
a veiy novel article, ancl I commend it to the Editor
of that invaluable book, " The Art of Travel.'' It
is made by rolling a leaf of the " pish " in a conical
form, ancl then holding it in the hand to smoke.
10th Januciry.-The
road to-day commenced by
going 11p the Shad1 Khor ravine for au hour, when
it ieft it and got on to some high ground to the
uorth. I was very gl:~(l to fincl rnyself once more
able to looh ron~lcl;travelling in a tlelile has ;t tle-
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pressing effect, and it is fatal to survey operations.
Once on the high plateau which lies above the ravine,
I got a capital view in every direction, and saw that
the Talo ridge is continuous with a range to the
north, which seems to be the third ridge between
us and the Kej valley. To the south-east, a range
stretched away to the east from Doltani, apparently
as far as the Dasht River. Crossing this terrace in
a north-west direction, in half an hour I came
abreast of the first of the three ridges mentioned
above, and in an hour further arrived at the second.
Before, however, entering this latter, we descended
into a ravine called Gharki Khor, which had great
abundance of good water, and an illexhaustible
supply of fuel and camel forage, and also sorne coarse
grass. Here I breakfasted in the shade of the
scarped bank.
Soon after starting again, we entered the second
range, and continued wandering about over successive ridges for three hours, desceuding occasionally
to cross ravines, some of whicli appeared to come
from the high range beyond, and some smaller ones
to convey the drainage of the second range. As
there was a difficulty about one of the camel loads,
I was unable to get further than tlle Sohraf ravine,
distant 18 miles 5 furlongs, though I had hol7ed to
reach Pitlark. I fouud afterwards that I ought to
have gone up tlie Gliarlti Iilior to Tomy, whence
there is n more hrect road to Balgatar.
On the way, I made tlie acquaintance of one of
those queer cllnracters 0110 only ~neets,I tl~ink,in
Asia,-% wnuderiug Hindu Guru, wlro llnd been in
these parts for thirty years, and who had, according
to Ilia ow11 nccormt, tr:~vallcil ~ienrly ovcrywhero
3
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between the Oxus and the sea. Whether he had
done so or not, I cannot say, but he certainly showed
a wonderful knowledge of the parts he declared
himself to have visited ; and as Orientals do not
go through much geographical instruction, the only
way he could have heard of the places he mentioned, and regarding which his information was, as
far as I could judge, accurate, was by having actually
been there himself. As he might be useful to me,
and he himself professed the most profound indifference as to where he went, I took him in tow, just to
test him, and see to what purpose he might be
turned. At all events I thought he might be of
some use as an interpreter, and if fairly honest, his
knowledge of the Baloch character inight prove of
some service. To-day I was in despair a t havinglost
my shaving brush. I dare say some of my readers
will laugh at such an avowal, but we all have our
pet luxuries and weaknesses, and I must say I think
Life always seems to me different if I have been
unable to shave.
I forgot to mention an amusing circumstance
which happened before I said good-bye t o Mir
Bahram. I had asked hirn for a guide who would
take me at least as far as Kej, and he had complied,
and was giving the man his final instructions in
Baloche. I do not speak that language, but it is so
like Persian, that I can make out sufficient to follow
the meaning to a certain extent, and I tllinlc what
the old gentleman was saying might be freely translated as follows
Now, yon are to go with tlie
Sahib, wherever lie wants, to I<ej if he wislies, or to
Kolwall." At ll~istlle guide 1,ut liis two fi~igersto
his eyt>s,as exl)t-essiug liis reaclilless t,o (lo either.
:-lL
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Then Mir Bahram said, " You know he will ask you
the name of every hill, every river, and every hut
you see ; so mind you tell him." Guide : " W h a t
does he want to know for?" Mir Bahram: "Heaven
only knows! these sahibs always do t h a t ; they ask
the name of everything, and then write it down."
Guide : " Very good. The ravines, you know, have
names, but how am I to name all the hills ? "
Bahrain: " Call them anything you like, he will
write it down." However, the sequel proved the
guide was not an inventive genius ; when he knew
the name he told it at once, but when he did not, he
showed so evidently he was tliinking what the deuce
he would say, that I never paid any attention to the
information he eventually volunteered. The fact is
that, though they have names for the ravines they
are in the habit of traversing, and for the halting
places and cultivation on those ravines, as well as
for many other places connected with some event
in local history, they, generally speaking, have no
appellations for hills, and especially for ranges, nor
have they any idea of the connection of mountains
with each other, or of any system of drainage.
Indeed, it would be wonderful if it were otherwise,
as these hills are most intricate and confused in their
ramifications; so much so, that nothing short of a
regular, careful survey could give anything more
than a general idea of their directioii and extent.
11th Jnlr~~a~y.-I
started this ~norliillg11111~11
pleased
with lnyr~elf,for I lind made nn arrongenient with tllo
IJintlu Guru aforementioned, to collie on with ule
and show the road. I considered in doing this I was
p o ~ . S o r ~ :Ln i111ost
~ ~ ~iutelligelit ol~cu:~tioi~.
I 1 ~ ; 1liuch
~s
fltrllcli witlll his e i t kllowlndgu of t l l r s p ~,al*ts,

and thought to have him with me was a great catch,
and so mounting him on a camel he led the way
gallantly, and as far as Pidark, some six miles, we
\vent ou very well. This, the first village we had
seen since leaving Pusni, is situated on the south
of an extensive and dense grove of date palms. Thn
houses are all the most miserable constructions of
matting, and the people seemed to me about as
wretched looking a lot as I had seen. There is a
queer-looking fort here, which I suppose is looked on
as the very perfection of fortification. I t s outline has
no particular shape, being something between a
square and a circle ; but the grand featwe is that it
is, as it were, three forts within each other. First
you enter and find yourself in a sort of circus ride,
about forty feet wide; then on a mound is another
wall, and inside that again is the fort, which looks
like a high house, with a nondescript tower a t one of
the angles. The walls are all very thin, and are built
of mud. They are loop-holed, but would hardly even
stop a bullet. I dare say to any ordinary Baloch
commander such a place would appear so well-nigh
impregnable, that after having fired a shot or two at
it, he would retire to the nearest spring and hope to
catch a few stragglers from the garrison ; having
kiLled them, he would doubtless write a despatch
describing a battle.
Leaving Pidark without seeing its chief, who was
probably better employed than getting up on a cold
morning to welcolllr: a stray Fi~riilgi,we carne to u
Ziliri sllrine nljout i L ll~ileoff to tllc west, under a
llillock called T<oh-i-&Torad. I t cou~istedmerely of
a mud dome with n few old flags stnck on it, 80
tllat tlleru is ilotllirlg l)e~[lliitr;1b011t tlie shrine, but
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about the Zikris there is. They are also called Dai
Mazhabis, and, as far as I can make out, they
do not believe in hfahomed, or in any one else, and
some of tlieir rites seem to be of the most bestial
nature.
I think a work on the curiosities of religion would
be interesting. The varieties of beliefs in the world
are never ending and always changing, and what
one man honestly thinks will save him, his neighbour has no doubt tvill damn hirn ; I wonder who is
right, Jew, Christian, Mahomedan, Hindu, Feetishman, or Confucian ?
From the shrine we reached some high ground
from which there is a good view of the country, and
I therefore sent on the luggage, and stayed to get
some bearings. To the north the view is entirely
closed by a long ridge, which runs east and west; and
to the south, there is another ridge, parallel to it
at a distance of some miles. To the east, again, the
view is intercepted by a series of low spurs froin the
north ridge, which run out beyond Pidark ; wliile to
the west all is open, and there is no sign of any range.
At the foot of the north range is a long bare glacis
slope, extending right clowii to the Slzadi Klior, but it
is so much cut a13 by ravines as to be entirely impracticable except along their beds or on the crests of the
dividing waterslieds. When I got up to my people
they were crossing a ravine, and as there was some
water thore, I stopped and brealrfasted. Starting
again, we soon begau to rise amid a labyrinth of low
hills, till after ascending and descending several spurs
we got over the inail1 ridge by an easy pass. U13
to this illy friend the Gnrn w:~s leading ; then he
declared l l i g ca,mel would not; go, so I gave him
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another, but that was no better, and he still continued to lag behind. Forcing him, however, to come
on ahead and assume his proper place, he did so with
a bad grace, and made a great show of beating his
camel, and then seeing him looking about him on all
sides, I began to suspect something was wrong, and
as he soon began to lead us without any apparent
meaning, now right, now left, at last I accused him
of not knowing where the road was. H e laughed
scornfully, and said, "This is the road; you must not
expect cart roads in Mekran." Still it seemed to
me that we were going a great deal too much west,
and as there was nothing in the appearance of the
hills to the north to account for this, I felt sure he
was at fault. Well, after wandering about for a
couple of hours, I took the lead out of his hands,
and tried what I could make of it. Before long we
came on a shepherd, and learned it was as I had
thought,-we had been going in quite the wrong
path. The road to Sami wag in the direction
I had taken, but as it was too far off to reach that
night, we had to make the best of it, and bivouac by
the first water. This was the end of my friend
the Guru; he said no more about his knowledge
of the country, and afterwards confessed he had
lost the way an hour before I spoke to- him. We
ought to have turned off north-east at the pass
over the main range, and gone by a road called
Kapot Icarung, which led almost direct to Sami; as it
was we went north-west, and had to double back in
the direction of Shahrak, a small village on the right
bank of the Kilkhor. About four miles west from
Sami, whence a road goes by Shoraki and K e y ~ a k
over the north range of the I<sj valley to Koshlr.
'
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After crossing the ridge there are two roads, one
called Lakori and the other Maskkani,-both equally
bad.
12t7~January.-This
morning, by the aid of a
friendly shepherd, we very soon found the way out
of the hills, and then we discovered that we were not
more than four miles east of the village of Dowlut,
but had still a long march before us to Sami. I was
disappointed to find this part of the Kej valley, which I
had heard described in glowing terms, a most utterly
desolate waste of stones, varied, rather than relieved,
by scattered '' pish" bushes. When some three miles
off Sami I halted, and sent my man on to give notice
of my arrival, while I had breakfast. After which we
had not gone far up the ravine when I was met by a
mall sent to sl~owme the way. I found a servant I
had despatched in advance had not given any notice,
and so my tent Kas pitched in the open, on a very
bad and public spot, where all the villagers had to
pass to and fro in front of it. Ere long, however,
an old man came with some others, made his salaam,
and introduced llirnself as Mir Kamhlkn. When he
first arrived lie had liis face covered up with his
turban, after the usual manner of Baloches, but after
a bit he tool< off his coverings, and displayed a
very benevolent, straightforward-looking countenance,
wliicll inncle me tliink that Mockler's recommendation
of him liad not been too favourably worded.
This individual is the Naib, or Deputy of Mir Isa of
Pa~ljgur,with whoin lle is connected in some way.
He was very civil to me, and did all he could to make
me comfortable, and put out sentries to keep off the
village crowd from illcoininoding me.
The next (lay, tile 13t11, I went all round the fortifica-
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tions of Sami, but as they were neither very extensive
nor very intricate, it did not take long. The village
is situate in a dense grove of palms, and consists of
the usual wretched mud and matting architecture,
common to this part of the world.
Here I bought another camel, which turned out a
very good one. I paid, I think, only eighty rupees
for it.
On the 14th I started again, and went first of all
to look at a place in the Ghishhor ravine which Mir
Kamkliin said made it perfectly impracticable. We
went for some six or eight miles over the stony bed
of the ravine, and then came to one of those places
which they call in these parts " abgirs," and sometimes " gat." I t consisted of a large deep pool,
with the hills on either side coming right into it
perpendicularly.
So seeing this place was quite
impracticable, I determined on trying the road
through Balgatar which Mir Kamalkn recommended,
and we turned south-east and crossed the bed of the
river to Hirok, a place with a small patch of cultivation on the left bank of the Kilkhor. I went down
in the evening to the bank of the river to have a
talk with Mir Karnhliin about the people of Panjgur.
I did not give him the slightest hint as to what I
was going to do, but wished to find out what sort of
people I would have to deal with. H e was very cornmunicative, and told me all he knew, and that a
report had come in to say that Azad Khan of Kharan
had come down, and was attacking the Khan of
Kalat's Naib in the chief village of Panjgur. This
news was important and disagreeable, as Azad Khan
was said to be an enemy of ours, and would very
likely throw difficulties in our way, even if he did

nothing more disagreeable. Still I saw no way of
accornplisl~ing my object except by starting from
Panjgur, and I determined to risk it. VVllen we
were down a,t the river that evening, there was not a
drop of water in it, but during the e v e ~ ~ i nitg came
on to pour in torrents, and we all passed a most
wretched night, as I had to have the whole party
into my tent.
15t7~-In the morning I went down to the river,
which I could hear roaring in the night, and found a
torrent not less than a quarter of a mile broad, going
at a pace which put all idea of fording it out of the
question, so we had to wait till it ran down.
Besides, after such a night i t would have been
absurd to have gone on. Even if I had so wished,
humanity to the wretched drenched natives demanded
a lialt, besides the fact that everything I had to my
name was soaking wet, and though my camels could
carry the things when dry, they could not lift them
when wet. Therefore we got everything out on to
tlie ground, and sat down to clean up all the guns,
etc., and warm ourselves. The sun was so delightful, that I basked in it for hours, and wrote half-ndozen letters, little thinking of any after evil effects
from my imprudence.
This place Hirok is for Balochistan rather pretty ;
the extensive foreground of green foliage maliing the
monotonol~sbrown of the hills less oppressive than
usual, and the torrent wllicli roared :~ndfoamed a
short way off added a new feature to this scene.
here extends for a length of about
The c~ltivat~ion
three-qnarters of a mile, by a quarter of a mile broad,
along the left bnnlc of the river, and it was the
largest cultivated tract 1 11ndyet see11 in tlie country.
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On the road we passed a village named Kalag, situated about a mile off under the hills, and surrounded
with a date grove. At Hirok two ravines come
clown from the hills called Chari Gwadur and Tari
Gwadur; up the former a road goes south over the
main ridge, by the Koh-i-Haft Tabaki to Tnmp, but
i t is said to be only practicable for footmen. To the
north of the Kilkhor is a range called Koh-i-Kanarak.
Next day, the 16th January, we did not get away
very early, as I had to send a man to ascertain
whether the river was fordable H e came back and
said the first ford was practicable, and he thought
the others might be ; so I deterrniued to make a try,
getting off about nine. W e had a very fatiguing march,
all up the bed of the Khor, crossing and recrossing
by fords so deep and swift that each seemed impracticable. On leaving we found two small ravines
horn the south called the Chari Gwadnr and the
Tnri Gwadur, by which the Hirok cultivation is
irrigated. W e passed through an immense deal of
long grass for four miles, and the jungle was thick
enough to make it not very easy to pick our way
tllrough. At the fol~rthmile we traversed a patch of
cultivation callecl Orali Bent, and at the sixth another
named Tejabau, which is well supplied with water;
incleecl in one part there is a very rare sight in
Balochistan-n considerable reedy swamp. Certainly
one peculiarity of this I<illrhor is the irnmenve
quantity of vegetation 011 its banlcs, consisting chiefly
of camel forage, which grows l~~xnriantly,howing that the wntcr is everywhere pretty near the
surface. As far as I had seen yet, i t see~netla peculiarity of t,his country, that all the water-coilrscs are
fill~tl with vegetation of some kind or ot,lier. 111
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fact, to give an exact picture of the Kej valley, you
need only draw a thin green stripe to represent the
" Khor," with broad brown stripes on either side,
intersected transversely with faint green streaks to
indicate the minor drainage lines. W e went on up
the Khor for about sixteen miles, crossing the Karki,
Bungar, Seh, and Chakuri Khors successively, when we
came to a halt a t a place called Machekhor. I then
scrambled up on to some high ground to take a view
of the country and get some bearings. Nearly due
east there was a narrow opening of not more than
ten degrees, and all the rest of the horizon was shut
in between hills. North and south rail the two
parallel ridges which bound the valley of Kej i n these
directions. That on the south seemed to end not
far off, but the line was taken up by another ridgg,
running about north-east to south-west ; and between
these there seemed to be a, considerable ravine, which
Mir KarnAlkn informed me was called the Soraf
Khor. At the foot of the far range to the sonth-east
is an extensive tract of apparently thick jungle, called
Ushaf, and at the foot of the second are grazinggrollnds known as the Tlial and Shisharedan; but
there is no cllltivation, nor are Ilabitatioiis visible as
far as the eye can see. When thus employed in looking round me, I felt the wind striking very coldly on
me, so coldly that I soon betliougllt ine of the cause,
and looking at my finger tips I found them quite
white, and then I knew I wag in for a bout of fever, I
was quite nnprepal-ed for it, ; having been free of it
from the last day I was in England,--that is, nearly
four months,-I thougllt I was safe, and this belief
wnls stren;?tlhened by t,he splendid state of health I
was tillen in. R n t t h e fn.rt is, on the night of tile
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14th we a11 got a good ducking, and I had to sleep
on t h e damp gronnd with wet clothes, in a tent filled
with wet natives. Then as we could not move on
owing to the height of the river, I seized the opportunity of drying everything. While my tent was
being made fit for me, I had to sit in the sun all day,
and thoixgh I did not feel it a t t h e time, I found
now, when it was too late, how imprudent I had
been. There was nothing for it but to creep off to
my tent, and throwing myself on the still damp
ground, to have a11 my blankets and clothes heaped
on the top of me, and endure it as best I could.
17t7~,Ba1,qntnr.-After passing the night in a high
state of fever, I was very glad to see the dawn breaking and to rout up the servants. W e got away by
six, and went along the banks of the river for over
two miles to a place called Rahgiwara, where the
road to Kolwah goes on, while our path turned up
north to the hills. From this the well-wooded appearance of the river bed changed, and our road lay
over a stony slope for two and a half miles to Chetknla, n halting-place with plenty of water, forage,
and fuel. From this glacis slope we had a fine view
of the country to the south, which was ended by lines
of hills,-one
range, which we had crossed, to the
west, between Yidarlr and Sami, running pretty nearly
east ancl west, and another apparently distinct range
having a direction north-east to rjoutli-werjt. I do
not, however, thinli this last is really a separate ridge,
but that it is connectecl with the other range to the
south, hehillrl where they overlap each otlier. Betmeeli the two there is a considerable valley causeti
by a ravine called the Soraf, and a t the foot of the
enst range is a,ti errtenflive tract of juugle crt~lled
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Ushaf. Further west, a t the foot of the other range,
is a glacis slopo called Thal ; and, agaiu, in the salue
direction, another called Shisharedan. All these
slopes are seamed with ravines, and are merely
grazing-grounds. There are no villages, and though
there may be people scattered about in tents, there
are but few, if any, signs of life. A mile further on
we got into the Katagehkhor, and went up its bed for
more than three miles to the Katag Pass. Tlle road
is very easy, the ascent being most gradual. About
half way up we came to water, and kept it with us to
the top. Here I had two surprises ; we were going
up. very quietly, and it seemed to me we were yet
sorne way off the crest of the ridge, when quite
suddenly we popped over a little rise about fifty
feet high, and descended. I took the height of
this, though I did not think it was the top ; but
I knew how deceptive these hills are, and I was
looking out to see if we did not asce~ld again,
when the guide stopped, aud pointing, said, " The
roa,d is blocked with water." I looked, aud as far as
the eye could sc:~n,I saw in tlle plaiu below one long
sheet of water. Turning to Rlir 1iauzlil;in for exp1au:~tion, for I had not expected to see water, he said,
" The Kapf is filled by the rain." " Kapf," I afterwartls learnt, rneaat a depression.
Descending tlle railge as easily as we had come up
it, me got into tlle Bl~lgatsr131aii1, a larger expallse
of cnltivated soil thau I llad seeu siuce eutering tile
llills from Pnsili. As we were ridiug over this plain
I felt the sub very ~ ~ i u c lilly
i , knees beg:~uto aclle,
nnd I yawnetl inccss;~utly,-all signs that I was in
for :mother bout of fever. However, I struggled
011 :is 1o11g
as I coi~ld,till wo hacl tlollc cigllteen miles,

aucl then I thonght " sufficient for the day is the
evil tliereof," and stopping by a pool of water, I took
my blanliet and fur-coat off the horse, and putting
them over me, lay down in the scanty shade of a
talllarisk bush, aud laid up. Why describe these
delightf~dmoments? Any one familiar with the East
knows all about i t ; the song, '' Shivery Shaky, the
mtzu that could not get warm," always occurs to me
at such moments. W e halted at a mound with ruins
of an old fort on it, called Kala Dumb. The usual
road meut due north to Tash, but this was all now
bloclied by water. All round this basin were hills;
on tlle east the Koh-i-Mahlur, and on the west the
Koh-i-Lop.

CHAPTER 111.
AZAD KHAN THE BANDIT.

18th J a n u n ~ y :Tush.-As the regular road was innpassable, owing to the water, I was obliged to get a
guide to take me round it. After the usual amount
of delay, one was procnred from the neighbouring
tents (Khalk), but he, on arrival, quietly sat down,
and expressed his determination not to move further
till he knew what his " hak" (payment) was to be,
and after a good deal of haggling, I agreed to give
him two shillings, and so got off by 7.15 a.m. The
road led out over the plain nearly due west for six
miles, riglit up to the hills bounding the Balgatar
basin on the west, whence it went on over the
shoulder of tlie Koh-i-Lop to Boleda. On the way we
paused an encalnpment of nomads, who c:- me out to
see tlie novel sight of a Faringi, aud all, especially
the fair sex, passed their remarks with the most
perfect candonr and waut of prudery. W e then left
the 1);~tliwliicll gocs on to 13oleda by tlie Gllisakllor,
a i d tnrilecl a littlo 11lore nortli, passing a graveyard.
One does not really frequently come across these
cities ofthe dead, but it seems as if one did, as there
is so little to notice iu tllis oolultry. For inst,ance,
one of lrly 1)retlooessoraill 13;tlooL l1.avel argues from
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what he deems the freque~lcyof the graveyards, that
tlle country was formerly more thickly populated.
It 111;ty have been, but there is nothing about the
graveyards to give colour t o the belief, for they only
occur, on an average, once in fifteen miles, and they
are by no means larger than can be accouiited for by
taking them to be, what I believe they are, simply
the burying-places of the wandering tribes.
Having reached the Iiills, we skirted round the
base of them, where the water had reached its limit,
and we now and again had to cross over low ridges,
which seemed, like many of the ranges in Balochistan, to be formed of a loose, disintegrated sandstone.
One of these low passes was curious, inasmuch as
the road went over the top of, and nearly at right
xilgles to, the upraised strata; i.e., supposing the road
to be represented by the two lines below, the top
strata ran as is represented by the dotted lines.

After follotving t1he edge of the water till we
had come ro~ulcl due north of our haltiug-place of
last night, we turned nortli-east, and arrived at T a ~ h
after a rl~arcll of t'wenty miles, the direct distance
not being perllal~smore tlian ten.
The fact is that Ealgatar is a lake basin, as it llacr
no outlet anywhere, and it is only because of the
sm;~11 a n ~ o ~ ~ofu rain,
t
the heat, tlie proximity of
the water-sheds of the surroundiug hills, and it may

be the absorbent uature of the soil, that there is not
a lake there always. The depth of the temporary
lake is nowhere great, and it could easily be forded
were the bottom not composed of very soft sticky
mud, which would prevent any one attempting it.
I noted my surprise yesterday at seeing before me a
lake, when I had been led to expect no such thing.
Both Colonel Ross and Captain Miles had visited
Balgatar before me, yet there is not a word in their
reports to show that they were a t all aware of such a
natural feature. I mention this, not by any means
in a spirit of carping; on the contrary, I thiuk it
shows, what has long been clear to me, that the most
careful traveller by no means exhausts the information about a country, and that the best of us are apt
to make mistakes. It is true that when these officers
were here there was no water in the basin, but still
one would imagine they niust have been aware of a
depressio~iwliich, a t certain seasons, is covered with
water for ail area of several miles. However, the
matter is easily explained; there certainly is a depression, and when poiuted out so patently as it was to
me, and tested by the aneroid, it was plainly evident.
But the fall and rise is, nevertheless, almost imperceptible, :md, nilless one's attention was called
thereto, it would be easy enough to pass by witllotzt
noticing it ; the native guides :Ifre so dense as llever
to be likely to bring such a matter to notice. Though
this lake is forllied entirely by rain water, and though
tliere is no sign of saltness of the soil along t l ~ eedges,
where it had already (11-iedup when I was there, tlle
ground underneath must ccrtrtinly bc inteilsely s d t ,
as, thougll t l ~ cr:iin I d f;i11011 0111~two clays before,
t1llew:~tc!rII:L(~ :tlrcndy bccoillc so iu~yreg~~:~Octl
: ~ sto
4
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be quite brackish. The plain of Balgatar is very
thinly cultivated, though there is little doubt that all
of it, above the level of the salt ground, might easily
be made to yield good crops, and thus become, what
RIajor Lovett erroneously supposes it already to be, a
granary for the surrounding districts. The supply of
water, too, would not be an insuperable difficulty,
for the formation of the hills, and t h e gentle slope of
t h e ground, are peculiarly favourable for the construction of any number of reservoirs. But of course
all this requires population.
It is rather amusing listening to the conversation
between wayfarers, in those parts, for the Baloch is
a dead hand a t " gnp," or gossip, and after he has
got safely through his ridiculonsly lengthy salutations, he always enquires the news. One man to-day,
when asked for tidings of Panjgur, said laconically,
" Fighting as usual."
I passed a caravan of donkeys going with dates to
Kej, and many were the enquiries, " Who is that
with the h a t ? " One individual, on receiving the
usual reply, " Faringi," said, " W h a t does he want
here ? " Reply : " He's come to see the land ; he
writes down everything. I slippose we shall have
these Faringis taking the country soon." " Who's
he got with him ? " said one ruffian-like ,rcoundrel.
" hlir Kamiilhn," was the reply.
" Lucky for him,"
and then they all laughed. Perhaps it was luclcy,
yet, as far as I could discover, the country was as safe
as a chorch everywhere,-not a sign of n thief or
robber dicl I see ; but it is impossible to say how much
of this I owe to the '' ikbal " of the Faringi. At all
events, I am sure one could not travel with greater
safety among the Ealoclies on our own frontier.
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My camp on this day was situated on a most
dangerous spot, being right in the mouth of a pass,
down which when there is rain a torrent comes
raging ; but there was no other decently level ground
for my tent, and with only a choice between sleeping
across the strata of upheaved sandstone and being
washed away, I preferred the latter. It certainly was
a bad place for a camp, for there was no camel
forage very near, no grass whatever, very little
fuel, and the water was brackish. B y this time,
however, I was getting quite accustomed to this last
drawback; the water always seemed more or less
saline; even when a Baloch swears i t is sweet as
mother's milk, to an European it tastes bitter. One
gets used to this, though one does not by any means
appreciate it ; but when it is your fate habitually t o
drink salt water, you cease to think of fresh, and
never dream of wine. So it is with our virtues and
o w vices, our likes and dislilres; by a merciful dispensation of Provideilce it becomes " out of sight, ont of
mind." Take the case of a man who has passed a
lifetime braving dangers ; let him lie by a time and
rust, and lie will soon get to doubt his own pluck.
And so with our favourite vice ; just let the cause of
that vice be removed for a time, and your haillrerings
will soon cease. Thus it is I drinlr my salt water
resignedly, if not with much gusto.
19th Ja~z~~ary.-Providence,I am glad to say,
watched over me during the night, a t least in so far
as not to let the torreilt come down. Still, I had a
return of fever, aacl after this \vns over, I was dozing
in a fitful mrrty when I jumped up tliiuking I had
heard one of m y men, Haidar, call out, " K21or
atuad!" (" Tlic tol-rcnt is corllilrg ! ") but I found lliy
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Light burning peacefully, and no sounds of rushing
water i n the distance. One gets into a weak state
of nerves after four nights of fever.
This contretemps had, however, one good effect, for
it kept me wide awake and ready to turn out the
servants early, and consequently we got off before
sunrise. The march on this day was most perplexing, but by careful survey I got a fair idea of the lay
of the country. The whole of the hills run east and
west, and the connecting spurs north and south; and
in order t o get north the road goes dodging about
the hills, sometimes running due east to pass a
spur, then due west on the other side, then north to
cross a ridge round which there is no way. The
whole road is quite easy, and there is water in more
places than one on it. At starting we went east for
a mile to water, then north, down the Korochi ravine
t o a halting-place with water called Poglu; from this
we crossed a low ridge and got to tlle Hingol Khor,
and then allother into the Gwatka Cham plain.
Here a stiff ridge appeared right before us with no
apparent way over it, but we found a road by a
llarrow defile called Gat-i-Gwatka Cham, going
throng11 which we came to another halting-place
with water, and some forage called Zeh. From this
the road passed a ridge, the second between us and
Balgatar, by an easy pass called tlle Choki Goran,
and descencled into the Lashliari Khor ravine, a
most pleasing feature of wlii~liwas a b ~ ~ n d a n cof
e
cool, clear, sweet, rnniling water. The ravine was
allnost closed a t intervals by walls of stolle whi(:ll
come down from both sides a i d nearly meet in the
middle, and ill one place there is a very curious Inass
of jtrolntecl rocli, rulllliilg right in tllc 11lid(ll0of tile
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stream. I think these places must formerly have
been the sites of waterfalls, when the river was a t
higher level than it is now, and gradually, as it has
worked its way down, the loose e ~ r t l ior stones has
been washed away, leaviug a wall of rock, composed
of upheaved strata, right across the stream. I n time,
the water has broken a way through these, but in
the case I have mentioned, it must have got round
the isolated mass on both sides, leaving i t standing
in the middle. Another of these places, which the
Baloches call Abgirs, by name Jangijall, was the
sceue of a famous fight between the Gichkis and
some people who came from the Garmsel tract
on the Helmand, and as the hills on either flank
are quite impracticable, and these rock walls nearly
meet right across, wit11 only a deep pool in the
middle, it must have been a very pretty spot for a
fight. This place, when the river is full, is impassable, but there is a difficult path to the left bank, by
which camels can be got round it.
Ascending out of this over a low pass, we came
to a shrine called Pir-i-Sargar, and then got in
amongst a labyriutll of hilloclrs, which we crossed,
till we got to a ravine termed Gmrani Khor, where
there is a plentiful sl~pldyof water, bnt nothing else.
J u s t before reaching this, we passed a bit of level
ground about Ilalf rt niile square, which had a t one
time evidently been enclosed by a wall or breastwork,
and which was called Urdu-ja-i-gagar, i e . , "The Gagar
or Kagar ca1nl3iug-ground." n4ir KamB1:in said there
are several sl~cllplaces scattered nbont iu Mekran,
notlling of how the Icngars got here. I
but he 1c11e-i~
fancy the fact is that these wild peol3le call any one
unlinown to tllem, coining from the west, Kagars.

I had a long talk with Mir Karndhn in the evening, as to how I was to regulate my movements ; and
the way he received the intelligence respecting my
geographical bearings, gave me great hopes that I
would be able to acquire considerable knowledge of
regions perhaps less known than any portion of the
East.
2 0 t l ~Jnnz~a~y.-The march to-day was a pleasant
one. I had reason to hope I had got over the bout of
fever, and the feeling of returning health, with the
fine clear bracing air of the morning, combined to
exhilarate one. The road went north the whole way
to the Goran range, which is reached in five miles.
The ascent up this pass is quite easy, but the road is
narrow in places, and would be the better for improvement. The forms of the hills on the way up this
pass are peculiarly bold and striking, and the colouring
of the brown sandstone rocks stand out well against
the clear blue sky. The pass is very low, not Inore
than 3,300 feet, but it is the highest point, I believe,
on the road from the sea to Panjgur. The top of the
pass is quite flat; on the way up there is a good view
of the south ridge of Balgatar, which juts forth
quite clear, all the peaks, with which the 1:tst few
days had made me familiar, being clearly visible.
The descent is also very easy, down a smallmtorrent
bed, from which soon sprang the Wash-Jaorkhan
ravine, along which the road went for four miles.
When lye got out into the plain of Dasht, at a place
called Snhduu, I was somewhat surprised to see still
more ranges in front of 118, as 1 thought the tract
called the Dnsht sloped clow~lto Panjgur; but the
low ridge called Kashani Roh cuts off all view to the
north. The Wash-Jnorklian milst be the sarrlo as
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the Jaorkhan which Captain Miles crossed further up,
and which falls into the draiuage which eventually
goes to the Mashke1,-as does all the water shedding
on this side of the Goran ridge ; it was probably
crossed by Major Lovett lower down, under the name
of Gwargo or Gwarok. At this point there is now
abundance of water in its bed, and the Baloches tell
me that its bed is always a sure find for water a t any
time of the year. From this the road turns north,
and in half-an-hour comes to another ravine called
Sehdnn (which joins the Jnorkhan), where there is
always water and grass, while abundance of " pish "
fuel can be procureci in the bed, and camel forage from
the vicinity. Continuing in the same direction for
four miles, a low ridge called Band Koh is reached,
after which the road turns north-east by east, and
goes over an open plain of liglit sandy soil, with a
fair amount of cultivation scattered about, and a good
many tamarisk trees, reaching Shahbaz in five miles.
This latter is a small fort situated on a mound, i n
the midst of the plain, and it is, I sliould say, a strong
little place. I notice that Captain Miles says there are
no inhabitants, but when I arrived this certainly was
not the case, as, when a good long way off, I noticed
the whole mound covered with people.
Seeing this, I stopped to peep through my telescop~,
and as I made out they seemed to be looking in
our direction, and to be in some excitement, so I
deemed it prudent to recoiiiloitre n bit before I
put myself in the power of the gentleman in command. My dear render, I am R vcry great advocate
for reconnoitriilg on all occasioas, not only in war,
but in peace. I have Reel1 so many people come to
grief by uot looliing before they leal), that I never
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do anything important now without thus feeling my
way, and therefore, while Mir Kamhlkn has gone
ahead to see if all is right, let me air my theory a
b i t ; that reconnoitring is one of the most usefill
operations in mar all colnmanders lrnow, but I regret
all do not adopt it, for t h e , number of distinguished
officers I 11ave seen running their gallant heads into
messes horn the want of a little looking about them
beforehand, is remarkable. And not only in war; it
is no less necessary in all the games of life,-in love
and matrimony for instance. It is said that good
matches are made in heaven,--and so perbaps they
are; but depend upon it, heaven does not think anything the worse of you, my dear young lady, if you
look a little before you leap, and try to test if that
brilliant Hussar on whom you are already beginning
to set your heart, is entirely made of gold, or if he is
only imitation. Well, you see, this is a wild country,
and all the information of Shahbaz was that it was
small, but in good order, and well situated ; and as I
knew the bite noive of these parts, Azad Khan,
was not very far off, there was nothing impossible in
the idea which I confess struclr me, that lie might be
in close proximity to us a t that very moment. HOWever, Mir Kam;tl;in soon came back with a wild
excited Baloch, who appeared so immensely pleased
to see me, that I felt quite sorry not to be able to
return tlie compliment, not having that happy linack
of looliing intensely delighted a t the first sigl~tof
men I don't ltnow from Aclam. His news was that
they did not lrnow in the fort who we were, and he
hacl 1)een seut out to see. H e harl met Mir Kam;il;in,
who of course 11ad told him a Paringi had arrived,
xnil eqi~allyof conrsp my friend rlicl not believe a
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word he said, but came on to find out for himself:
for this reason he smiled, when he beheld an
individual so unlike any other being he had ever
seen, that he concluded I was indeed a Faringi, if
not the evil fiend himself.
His "khabar " (news) was that Azad Khan had sent
an ultimatum to the Killadar of Sliahbaz to tell him
if he did not come in and pay his respects, lie himself
would arrive next day, and with his gun fire a t the
recalcitrant keeper of tlie fort. This gun, I must
explain, is not a very formidable weapon, being slung
on a camel, and carrying only an one l~ouiidshot; but
it has a great name in this comltry, and every one
knows the moral effect of artillery is greater tlian the
actual results.
When I arrived at the fort I found about one hundred men, very decent-looking fellows, all ready for a
fight, and as the place is strong, if Azad did come i t
seemed there ought to be a very pretty bit of warfare.
My great regret was that I could not stay and see the
fray, but i t would never have done for me to get
mixed up in the quarrels of these people. The
present commandant of the fort is a rather fiuelooking, determined old man, called Dad Allaliomed,
and he held it in the iuterasts of Rfir Gaziaa, the
Naib of the Khan of Kalat, in Pnujgur. H e said 11is
reply to Azad Klian's summons was, " I kuow the
Khan, I know Mir Gazian, but who are you? YOU
are a, thief, and I won't colne and millie my salaam,
or give up this fort." This reply, if true, was calculated to bring down old Azad raging, so I thought it
best to make traclrs at once for another part of the
nrorld. I said t'o him tlia,t the fort seelned a llice
little place for a fight., and 110 t l o i i l ~ tif the llenrtR of
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his men were as strong, Azad mould have to stay
outside some time. " Of course," replied Dad
Mahorned, " our hearts are stout; have we not got
our women and our children to protect? Let Azad
Khan come, and he may seize some of our cattle,
but he shan't get the fort."
I had several long talks on the road with Mir
Karnhlhn as to what I had better do on arrival at
Panjgnr. It appears that the quarrel in that valley
is owing to Mir Isa having called Azad in to help
him to get his revenge out of his brother Gazian,
and as Azad is an old enemy of the Khan's, he may
be regarded at present as in rebellion. Mir Isa, I
heard, protested !he had no intention of rising against
the Khan, but only wanted his revenge; but of course
I felt such a plea m~onldnot hold water, and this
made it impossible for me to go near him, though he
was, I believe, the only man in the plain who could
help me; and as the villages to the east were a11 too
near the scene of action, and those to the west mere
very small, and too far from that of Isai, the only
place where there was a bazaar and I could get
supplies, I determined the best thing I could do, and
Mir Kamhlkn agreed thoroughly with me, was to go
to Thal, which is close to Isai, and was the residence
and in the hands of the Khan's Naib.
So I determined to start very early next morning,
and make a long detour to the west, to keep out
of all chance of coming across Azad Khan or his
people.
21st ,Janzcary.-To-day, leaving as early as possible,
we took a course to avoid the Kashani ridge, though
the direct road goe9 north over it. Before starting, I
despatched a letter to Lockwood, telling liirn uot to
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come to Shahbaz, but to turn off the road a t the WashJaorkhan ravine, and then make for the westernmost
end of the Kashani ridge. This letter was pretty
sure to reach him before he got to Sliahbaz, so I
trusted all chance of his meetiag any of Azad's
people would be obviated.
The road went for the first four miles through a
pretty thick jungle of tamarisk to a place called
Pulabad, and then at the foot of the above ridge got
on to a hard gravelly slope, called Kohband, which it
first skirts and then enters at eight miles. Crossing
three or four insignificant ridges, all with a strike
east and west, the road turns north, and tlieii round
to north-west, going over the same sort of ground as
on the other side, and a t eleven miles crosses the
Nimag Khor, which is only deserving of not'ice from
its perennial supply of water affording a spot for halting. Prorn this I sent Mir Kam;il;in on ahead to give
notice of my arrival; having in addition despatched
a letter to the Naib the day before. I11 these
countries it is always a mistake not to give due notice
of one's approach, as the people do not understand
your reasons, and naturally suspect yon have some
hidden object in thus taking them by surprise. This
fact I discovered in Persia; a t first I used not to be
at all careful on this point, but I soon folxlld it would
not do, and I recoininend all travellers in Central
Asia to be careful always to send on word as much
beforehand as possible. From the Nimag Iihor, the
road, after passing a depression with water in it, called
Chapkor, goes over a stony plain termer1 Sorwan,
crossing numerous drainage beds and passing some
c~~ltivationat Mndia,ni Chah, Jangani Band, and
Ollornmani Baaltl ( t l ~ ew n t ~ for
r whicil is snpplieil by
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"bands "), right into Isai, which, as usual in this
country, is situated in the midst of a dense grove of
date palms, so that nothing can be seen of it till you
are in its midst. The Khan's Nalib, Shahbeg, rode
out to meet me, and mas civil. H e is a mean-looking
individual, with small eyes, which seem to open and
shut at intervals, without his being able to control
them. I found my tent being pitched in an open
space close to the village, but as i n this spot I should
only have afforded amusement to the inhabitants,
without deriving any advantage from the arrangement
myself, and, moreover, any sort of privacy would have
been impossible, I had my quarters moved to a
snug little grove, whose walls afforded me some protection from prying eyes, and my things from sticking
to the fingers of any occasional visitor. The sun was
hot, and the march a long one, while i t seemed longer
on account of my horse going larne from the loss of
a shoe; so I was glad to get into my tent, but it was
only by shutting down all the sides and the doors
that I coulcl get any privacy a t all. Such an interesting subject for amusement, combined with instruction,
as the arrival of a Faringi in their midst does not
often occur in these parts, and the worthy Isais were
determined to enjoy it to the full. No doubt this
feeling is quite a natural one,-nay, I think it is
commenclable; but this does not make it any the less
annoying to have to ~ulclergoit. However, on this
occasion I was not bothered much, as the tent being
closely shut they were unable to see anything, and
after my servant, Rf aliomed, had upset one gentleman
who had coolly raised the side of the tent and was
peeping in, I had peace. I do not think these villagers
are half as bad in this respect as Eilglisli people mould
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be, and the absence of auy chaffy remarks 011 what
they see is another point in their favour; though I
dare say some reading this, seated in an easy chair,
will be inclined to think me unreasonable for objecting to add to the innocent amusement of a wild
people, it makes all the difference wlien you are the
primary object of diversion.
22nd Ja~zunry.-I found that aftei one had got up
every morning for three weeks a t 4.30 a.m. as I
had, I entered most fully illto that much slandered
individual the sluggard's feelings when he entreats
to be allowed to " slumber again." To slumber and
make at the usual hour, and hear no camels grunting or growling, no Haidar blowing his nose, no
Mahomed entreating and anathematising all neighbouring sleepers by turns, and then to " slumber
again " and feel yon may do so, is indeed pleasant.
I must say, liowever, I speak of tlie joys of slcep
rather as a reminiscence, as the truth has been
dawning on me for the last year or two, that the
sleep of my yontll has fled ; I never enjoy bed now
like I did once. I do not say so in the spirit of those
superior beings who think there is some virtue in early
rising, but I simply record my regrets.
About eight I was informed that a distinguished
Balocll chief wished to see me, but still I was awslie
enough not to be betrayed into ally such dildou~atic
wet~liness as would have been displayed if I llad
agreed to tlie proyosecl visit. I argued that a man
is not a L U : L ~ ~ccrtrtinly
,
llot an official man, till
he is dressed, ttiltl therefore I requested that tllc
Baloch chief illigllt be iilforme~lI wolild s e ~
lliln
far eiiollgh before I gave lliill or m y one else an
iuLcrvicw till ;L 1110rc~C:LSOU:II)ICIlour. I 111~~1
110
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fear of this speech not reaching the ears for which it
was intended in properly honeyed disguise, because
I knew it would be borne by Mir Karnlilan, one of
the sweetest-tongued old gentlemen I have seen.
When I did get up, the first who came was a fine
gentlemanly old man named Muhammad Shah. He
hacl been chief of Sib, in Persian Balochistan, till
ousted by the Kagars, and then he was living on the
proceeds of a little land he had near Dozanaf, in
the Panjgur valley. His visit was very pleasing to
me, both because his manners were most charming,
and he had been named to me as the man most
likely to be able to help me in my explorations. He
brought with him his son Mahmud Khan. Both
expressed their willingness to do anything I wished,
but I did not venture to say much to them, at this
first interview, contenting myself with studying the
features of both, to see if I could find deceit therein;
for a inan mho is accustomed to wandering is invariably careful of his companions. The scrutiny was
favourable, but I wished them good-bye without
showing my hand. Next came an uninteresting old
mau, called Mir Morad, holn Tasp, and the burden of
his cry was that the Khan was a tyrant, mid nothing
would malie him anything else. I thought on 10ol~ing at the sleeli appearance of my friend, that if this
is the result of the Khan's tyranny, if I were your
mecfical adviser I should prescribe claily doses of
oppression for you. My master of tllc ceremonies
now left me ; and this most unfortunately, for scarcely
hacl he gone when an invasion of Nomslierwanis took
place into my tent. A band of these notorious
robbers, headed by a, very fine soldierly young man,
made iI rush at lny s:~nctulii,and wit11 boisterous cries
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in Baloche, four of them coolly sat down in my
presence, while about twenty squatted outside. I
gave Shah Nawaz, the leader, an appropriate snub
for the rudeness of himself and his followers, by
saying, " I always heard the Nowsherwanis had no
manners ;" he expressed himself penitent, but his air
was insolent throughout the int'erview. He is the
son of Baloch Khan, who is the great enemy of Azad
Khan. Indeed, the family history as a specimen of
Nowsherwani harmoiiy is worth relating. Balocli
d Lala are paternal cousins and brothersKhan a ~ Mir
in-law, and, as male cousins sometimes will, they fell
out,-the whimsical cause of the quarrel being as to
who should plunder the Khan most. When things
got to their worst, Mir Lala, having reason to believe
that Baloch was arranging an exit from tlie world for
him, fled from Kolwah, where they both then were, to
Kharan. There he soon found an ally in Azad Khan,
a second cousin of both, who had a family spite to
repay Baloch. So having got about three hundred
men out of Aza,d, Mir Lala started with the intention
of attacking Baloch. But wlleii lie had got as far
as Iqaldan, he unfortunately neglected to take any
precaution to guard against surprise, ancl so when
his whole party were sleeping, Balocli came down
on them wit11 eighty men, and coininenced iinrnediately to carve them. After a bit, a11 Lala's inen
bolted, and lie was left to face tlie enemy lle had
come to destroy. T l ~ i she did like a mnn, but he
was sooil overpowered, and Balocli a t liis leisure
hacked at liiin till he thouglit he was dead. But
though he liad sisteen wounds, one of liis llnuds
being cut clean off, he liad only swooned, and
evciitonlly lived t'o linve h i s ibuvenge by b r i l l g i i ~ ~
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Aaad dowu on Baloch, and in inducing the latter'a
own son to turn against him. This son was Shah
Nawaz Khan, and though his manners cannot be
commended more than his unfilial conduct towards
his father, still I must say he was as nice looking a young fellow as I had seen. Hi8 features
were particularly handsome, and he llad a fine clear
bold eye, which, combined with his handsome figure
aud erect bearing, made me itch to carry him off
and enlist him in India.
It was thus evident that these were very ticklish
times in these parts, and I longed to get away. It
was difficult to say what that devil's imp Azad
might be up to next. Yet it was quite impossible
for me to avoid coming to Panjgur, as I had to get
provisions for the road, and secure the services of
some thoroughly reliable and influential man to go
with me. I certaiuly do not think that i t would
have been advisable to come here liad I not had Mir
Kamlillin with me. H e was a nephew of Mir Isa,
and a connection of Azad's; yet owing to his being a
brother-in-law of the Khan's, no less than to his wellknown peacefal cllarncter, he was friends with all,
and I was perfectly safe as long as lie was with me,
and, as it llappened, Ile was the only Gichki of sufficient iufluence who at that moment could have been
secured for the journey. For all Mir Gaziau's people
were besieged by Azad, and all Mir Isa's were forbidden companions to rne.
231-17 . J ~ I , T L I ~ c I , I - ! J .I- - T
paid
o - c ~the
~ ~ Naih of the
Khnu n visit. Ho is n very mean indivicliial, named,
as afore-mentioned, Shahbeg, and was in a grent
fliil-ry, when ttol(l T was coming to see Ili~n,t o kuow
w11ere 11e w:cs to rcc.oivo Ine ; for it is ;I f:~,c:t t111~t
this
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governor of that mighty potentate the Khan of Kslat
had not got a place entitled to rank with the poorest
cowsbed in England. The important difficulty was
referred to me for solution, and it was half hinted
that 1 might just as well abstain from bestowing
such an onerous honour on the Naib ; and under
ordinary circ~imstancesI most certainly should have
willingly complied, but on this occasion it was necessary to mark, as clearly as I could, that the Naib
wt~sthe only individual I acknowledged, and that I
paid my respects to him as the deputy of the Khan.
Accordingly I went, and after winding through the
filthy village, we arrived at a low door, whicli I was
requested to enter. Immediately I had done so, I
noticed that it was locked behind us, and I confess a
sort of cold shudder passed through me, as I thought
of the possibility of my having been entrapped ; but
on looking at the cringing, timid bearing of the Naib,
I was more than reassured.
The place he had selected to receive me in was, I
must conclude, the best s t his disposal, and yet it
was only a filthy stable-yard, a part of which had
been cleared to make room for a bed for me to sit on,
and for a carpet for his other visitors. The conversation was, as usual, of tLe most inane description,
I left. I
and after giving him a pair of bi~~oculars
understand the Naib did not aplweciate the present,
for which I was sorry ; but I confess I had been quite
mistaken in my selections of presents for these
Baloches. Judging froin my Persian experiences, I
had brought with me sorne gulls, watches, telescopes,
ktlivc*, whicll 1 fonud t11e l'ersinns appreciatud
1
' ; bill these 13i~loc:lies e1.o
too utter
RavtSeR to cart, for either wwlclies or. telescopes,
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As Mir Kamhlin, who, though his manner is better
and his disposition generally more kindly, is nearly
as great a savage as the others, said to me, " A
watch ! what's the good of a watch ? " I replied, "To
tell the time,-the time for prayers, for food, etc."
H e rejoined, "Every one knows the time for food,
and ought to know the time for prayers, without a
watch; which, as far as I can see, is no use at all
except to stick by your side: two rupees each is
better." I offered old Muhammad Shah a telescope,
but he declined, saying, " I dare say it is a very good
thing for those who possess a fort, on the tower of
which they could then sit and watch for their
enemies ; but I have no fort, and thank God all here
are my friends." Of course these people like having
guns given them, but I think it is quite wrong to
bestow presents of such value for every trifling little
service. The best thing a traveller can do, if he is
so insane as to come to such countries for his own
amusement, is to turn himself into a sort of perambulating cloth merchant, and measure out yards of
broadcloth and longcloth, according to the merits
of the individual, or the amount of opposition or
obstruction you expect from him.
After the visit to the Naib was over, I sent &fir
Kamillh to Doxanaf, to bring Muhammad Shah, and
when he came I told hirn where I wanted to go. H e
expressed himself quite willing, and entered into the
proposal with considerable spirit. It was agreed on
811 hands that it would be sufficient to take twellty
good matchlock-men, w h i c h niunber, wit11 Mallmud,
his brother Gliol:~mIlasnl, ant1 cousin Miretl Khan,
ancl our om11 ~ 1 1 1 1(~.itles),
s
woiild proclrlce about tl~irty
gnus. To tahe inore woul(l iucrei~setile ilifli(:uIUe~
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of providing transport for their supplies, and less
would not be sufficient guard, while thirty determined
men of one mind can make very good head against
much larger numbers who are undecided and not
expecting them. One great difficulty was the procuring of camels. These are never very plentiful
in these parts, and now, owing to Azad's presence,
nearly all had been driven off to safer grazing grounds.
I wished, if possible, to mount all the men, but from
what I heard a t first I almost despaired of getting
more than ten animals a t the outside, so that onehalf the men would have had to march. I tried
to impress on Mir Mah~nudthe absolute necessity
for making proper arrangements for food and
ammunition, and he promised to see that every one
was provided with one month's supply. I was, however, not to be put off in this way, and meant of
course to inspect their supplies carefully before starting, and to carry, besides, a reserve of provisions
myself, not to be indented on till the end. For
water, we should have to rely on what we carried in
" mussucks " * from place to place. The agreement I
made was, I was to pay each of the matchlock-men
one rupee per diem, and the two officers four rupees
per diem, tlle reward of Mahmud himself being left
till tlle trip was over. I gave them a11 five days' pay
in advance, and they agreed the rest was to stand
over until I returned to some place of safety. These
terms were perhaps high, but the service, if they perfonneci it p r o l ~ r l y was
,
well wort11 it, for after all i t
woultl only ninount to about 850 rupees, excepting
mlything extra Mahmucl got for hiinself.
An immense deal of mystery had to accompany

"

Ilrntllern u k i n ~for holding w ~ t c r .
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the giving the advance money to Mahmud, and by
advice of Mir Kamhlan I did l' it darkly and in the
dead of night," so that nobody might know; but
of course everybody did know a t once. I suppose
Mahmud, when he was enclosed in whatever answers
for the four-poster i n a Baloch nuptial chamber,
imparted the fact of his being i n possession of so
much money to his " sposa," who of course said,
l 1Oh, of course I won't tell : you know I never do,"
and thereupon spent a sleepless night, thinking to
whom she should impart the news the f i s t thing in
the morning.
W i t h the view of providing myself with an excuse
for being in this part of the world, I gave out that I
was making inquiries into the rights of the Kuhak
boundary question. I therefore sent for Mir Morad,
and inquired of hiin all I could learn about the matter,
and indnced him to promise to have the whole case
written ont, so that I could forward it to my Government for consideration. H e was much pleased a t
this, and with the ignorant cunning a savage so
often shows, thougllt he would make hay while the
sun shone, and thereupon he began a complaint about
his being the rightful owner of some land in Panjgur.
B u t I soon stopped hiin by saying I had nothing to
do with that, but was only enquiring intb the frontier
question of Knhak.
24th ,Ja.~~uary.-I received yesterday n, letter from
Lockmood, wlro saitl he was comiiig np from Belor,
and would probably arrive on the 25th. I wrote at
once, ancl begged hirn to be cnrefr~lnot to go to
Shahbaz, but tnru off the road bcfore getting thero;
in fact, what I wrote the otlicr (lay.
This ~norniug, before I llad Iinislietl I)re,zkfast, I

AZAD KHAN THE BANDIT.

69

was sitting outside my tent, when a swaggering
individual came up, and coolly sat himself down,
saying, " The Sirdar sends his salaam,"-meaning
Azad Khan. Of course I could do no less than thank
him and enquire after the Sirdar's health. I then
found that this gentleman had evidently been sent
to question me in the usual manner with these people,
and also to pump me. I did not mind in the least
telling him my name, etc., or whence I came, and
where I was going; all of which information I therefore imparted to him. Next he said, " The Sirdar
says, if you want to traverse any of the countries
near, he is better acquainted with them than any
one, and will be very happy to tell you." I answered,
Thank the Sirdar very much for his kindness; it is,
I know, notorious tliat he is acquainted with the
whole country, but as I am only going to places that
are well known, tliere will be no necessity to trouble
him." I did not get out of the next query quite so
easily. My questioner said, suddenly, " Why don't
you go and see the Sirdar? " This was evidently a
feeler to ascertain if I could be induced to visit Azad,
when lie would be able to point to nly presence as a
proof of his not kuowing he was doing wrong in
attacliiug the Khan's villages. I answered, " How
can I go wlleil tliere is fighting going o n ? At any
other time I would be glad to see the I<han." Then
he said, " Nisz Muhammad, the Jeinadar of Artillery "
(the whole park coilsists of one 2 Pr. camel gun !)
" sends his salaam, and says, if you are enlisting men
he would like to serve under you." "Present," I
replied, " Niaz Mullaminad with my best compliments, and say tllint I have already enough domestics,
otherwise I would have been very happy to have taken
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him as a servant;" and then I changed the conversation, in order not to give him a chance of
reply.
Shortly after, Mahmud brought his cousin Mirza,
t o introduce him. H e seemed a very bright, intelligent-looking youug fellow, and was the same man
whom St. John mentioned as having come to confer
with him about the Kuhak question. Since those
days Kuhak has passed into the hands of the Kajars,
after some fighting, in which he was present.
My dear reader, suppose you were in a wild country
like this, where there is no law, and where a man's life
is not regarded as of any value, you would naturally
be a little on the q z ~ ivive. B u t suppose you had
for a few minutes forgotten where you were, and were
engaged in writing, as I was, a childish letter to your
only child, your thoughts turned solely on peace and
love, and suppose a t that moment a wild ruffian
snddenly turned the corner of your tent and came up
to you with a pistol in his hand, what would you do ?
I know what I wonld have liked to do,-bolt into the
tent and shut the door; but not being able to adopt
this more safe course, I put on an air of determination ancl went up to him, and asked who he was,
keeping my eye on him the while. I saw him quail.
I ilon't know why he should have done so, but he
clicl, and after a, few words he put the pistol into his
belt. I noticed the while it was capped. I suppose I
shall never know whether he had any idea of shooting
me. Afterwards he talked to me for some time; he
was a man of Azad's, and said he had been sent also
to give me his salaam; and while lie talked, I formed
resolutions to wear a pistol in future. The old story:
a lot of good my resolutions would have been if tliat
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man had fired. H e was an intelligent fellow, and
talked well, and so I forgave him the shock he had
caused my weak nei-ves. H e said Azad had told
him to say Kuhak did not belong to the .Kajars, but
the English. I replied, " It does not, of course,
belong to us, but it certainly is not the Kajars' by
right. They have taken it by force." After this
interview I almost determined to leave Panjgur
next morning, and go to Kalag. Azad as yet had
certainly shown no sort of disposition to be uncivil,
but he was a wild devil, and one could no more be
sure of a man like that, than of s mule.

CHAPTER IV.
GWADUR

TO PANJGUR.

I WILL now turn to Captain Lockwood's journey. The
same day as I did, that officer proceeded on his
wanderings. Clearing Gwadur, for seven and threequarter miles he followed the beach of the west
Gwadur bay, first going in a northerly, and then
gradually circling round in a westerly direction.
The beach was flat and shelving, the isthmus on
the right being a level, sandy plain covered with
tufts of grass. At seven and three-quarter miles the
road left the beach at an old telegraph post put up
to mark the place, and turned to the right, in a
northerly direction, over the sandy isthmus. This
place was called Zahri Kanag. One mile further on
the Ankora Nulla was reached. It was some two
hundred and fifty yards broad, with easy broken
banks and a firm sandy bed, nearly always dry, the
tide never rising high enough to make it impassable.
Two miles further on he arrived at a halting-place near
a tree on the banks of the Jati ravine, which joins the
Ankora some miles to the south. There was plenty
of good water in this ravine after rain ; the supply,
however, being uncertain. Good forage for horses
and camels is here procurable all the year round, but
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no fuel except dry grass, and no supplies of any sort
or kind. The Ankora halting-place is some three
miles to the north, while the ravine of that name
forms the boundary of the Arab settlement at
Gwadur. Bar. 30.3.
Next day he went from Jati to Pishikan, seventeen miles south-west, in four hours and thirty-three
minutes. Leaving Jati, the road took a south-west
direction, crossing the Tazani ravine, which comes
from the Tuzdan hill, immediately on leaving. This
was two hundred yards broad, with broken easy
banks and a firm sandy bottom, and contained
pools of brackish water. At three miles he passed
a bit of low swampy ground, covered with water
dependent on rain, and then skirted close to the
south of the Tuzdan, a mud hill some three hundred
feet high, surrounded with broken ground, which
extends for eight miles. The road the11 continued in
tlie same direction to get round the Faleri ravine,
which is iinpassable for three miles from the sen ;
having crossed this it took a inore southerly direction, and passing Sllnbi, a mud hill to the left, at
twelve miles, and Koh-i-Fasu and Gird I<oh to the
right n11d left respectively, a t fifteen miles, arrived
at Pishikan at the seventeenth mile.
This latter village consists of eight or nine matting
huts, inhabited by fislierrnen wlio call tliemselves
Pisliikanis. It is two liuadred yards from the sea,
and some fifty feet above it. The soil is very fine
sand, covered with tufts of cemel thorn and grass.
There was one well, eighteen feet deep, with two and
a half feet of water in it on his arrival; but it was
relmted nearly dry a collple of hours afterwards, the
water liaviiig beell exliausteci
supplying a flock of
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sheep. There were also two or three other old wells
of the same depth, which had fallen in. Grass is
plentiful here, and might be collected to any amount
from the neighbowing villages, and the whole country
round is good for camel grazing. There is no fuel
here, wood being brought from Chatani Bal, a village
fifteen miles distant. The inhabitants describe the
place as healthy, and not so feverish as Gwadur.
Pishikan belongs to the Arab Wali of Gwadur, but
the people pay taxes to Mir Morad, Khan of Tump.
The west Gwadur bay is described by the people here
as more sheltered than the east, and according to the
chart the anchorage is as good, if not better. Any
amonnt of water could be got by digging wells in the
Drabalo ravine, three miles west, where the water is
only three feet from the surface, though they say it
gets slightly brackish in dry weather.
4t7~January.-From
Pishikan the road ran in a
westerly direction over very fine sand covered with
tufts of grass. At three miles it crossed the Drabalo
ravine, which comes from the hills a mile to the
right. This was a hundred yards broad, with easy
rounded banks, and a firm sandy bottom ; it is always
dry, except immehately after rain. Plenty of excellent water is to be got in its bed by digging two or
three feet. The road following the above direction
passed for six and a half miles under mud cliffs, a
hundred and fifty feet high, cut into fantastic shapes
by the action of the water, when it gradually circled
to the left, and arrived at Gaz, in fourteen miles
frorn Pishikan. The road to this was over some
undulating sandy ground till it joined the above
cliffs, mhen it passed under, and, between them and
the sea, about one mile distant to the left, over firm,
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gravelly soil to Gaz. No habitations or cultivation
were passed on the way.
Gaz consists of eight or nine matting huts of
fishermen close to the sea shore. Water is got
from wells, twelve feet deep, dug in the sand, and is
brackish in dry seasons. From Gaz the road turned
west, and, breaking through the cliffs to the right,
ascended by a rocky, rough pass, and again descending, arrived at a glen some half mile broad, which
it followed for three and a half miles to a patch
of trees and cultivation, called Labu, when it issued
on to a plain, and circling to the left, arrived a t
Panowan in nineteen miles from Pishikan. The
village in question consists of a few trees and five
or six matting huts close under the hills. There
are two wells of good water fifteen feet deep, one of
which they say cannot be drawn dry. Bar. 30.3.
5th January.-Leaving Panowan, the road went
west for a quarter of a mile till clear of the hills, when
it turned to the left, and followed close under cliffs
to the left for one and a half miles; it then commenced a very gradual ascent over hard, gravelly soil
up the higli ground lying between Ras I(a1agar and
Gwatur bay. I t then ran along tlie toy, abont two
hundred feet above the sea, for two miles, when it
again descended, and passing througli cultivation
pretty thickly covered with trees, arrived at the
village of Junri in six and three-quarter miles. This
place consists of about thirty matting huts, inhabited
by Sahibzada, Baloclies and fishermen, and is situated
on the east shore of Gwatnr bay, two miles north of
Ras Junri. There is a plentiful supply of water from
wells fifteen feet deep, and any amount more might
be d"g. Tlicre is here about oue square lnile of land
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covered with wood, that would be useful for fuel.
Four native boats were anchored out a t sea on their
return from fishing. Fifty or sixty sheep and goats
conld be got here, and perhaps twenty camels.
Captain Lockwood, on the Gth January, left Junri
a t 8.25 a.m., in a native sailing boat thirty feet long,
drawing seven feet of water; and after two hours and
five minutes' sail (ten miles), anchored in one and a
half fathoms of water, a quarter of a mile horn the
mouth of the Dasht River. H e then got into s
queer and dangerous contrivance answering to the
captain's gig,which drew about three feet of water, and
after about five minutes' paddle he got on to the bar,
and with some difficulty shoved the boat over about
fifty yards of knee-deep water into one fathom. The
tide was on the rise, and five hours before flood. His
boatman told him there were two fathoms of water on
the bar a t high water, but at low i t is quite dry, with
only a small channel six inches deep. The river at
its month is about four hundred yards broad, with
flat, firm, sandy banks, almost flush with the sea.
For four miles np the river the depth varies from one
to two and a half fathoms in the deepest places, and
the river gradually narrows to a hundred yards broad ;
this was four hours before flood tide, when there
would be a t least one fathom more. At six miles
the l~readth diminished to eighty yards, and the
depth under tlie steepest bank to five feet, shelving
off tfo nothiug. At nine miles the river was eighty
yards broad, and in places six feet deep, tlie stream
being nearly fill1 flood. At fifteen miles the tide
was at its highest, and on the turn, and he had
great difficulty in fincling a passage for thc l)oatJ,bllt
illanaged to get it 11p to sixteen miles, tl~recautl n
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half miles south-west of Surian Jump. The river
to this point has a hard, sandy bed, and firm, dusty
banks, in places ten feet high at low tide. Nothing
could be more dreary than the aspect of the surrounding country. Captain Lockwood passed a few camels
grazing in the tamarisk jungle on the banks, but
there were no permanent villages. The distances
given, and the direction of the river, are only approximate, while its course winds a great deal more than
shown on the route map.
At Surian Jump the river was three hundred yards
broad, with a firm bed, with pools of fresh water.
Tlle tide comes to here, but the-fresh water is drinkable soon after i t goes down. The highest point the
tide appears to reach in the hot weather is Kuldan.
Surian Jump consists of a few matting huts of
Bihari Baloches. Cotton and wheat are cultivated
here in small quantities. Water is procurable from
tlie Daslit River, and wells in its bed, whicli are two
or three feet deep in the dry months.
N i g o ~ ,the subdivision through whicli he then
passed, is a district situated north of Dasht, and
divided from it by a hill about one thousand feet;
liig11, called the Karosa Tankh. It contains the
following villages (all of thein being lllnde of sticks
and matting), with tlie annexed number of houses:I

.

I'itolc
11otncliat.
L)r~icliIra It011
Rluclia C l ~ a t
Sllai Zungi
Talui
Bnl .
ICai lCin .
a ~ ~ r a. g
Sichig
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
.
.
.
.
.
.

50
50
30

60

GO
30
150

50
30

24

534 Houses.
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The subdivision of Nigor belongs to Tump, and
pays revenue to RIorad Khan. It is inhabited by
Kandai Baloches, who are Zikris by religion. Kauda
Dad Muhammad, the head man, has been to Hindustan, and speaks English ! ! Water is procured from
wells which never dry. Perhaps not less than one
thousand camels could be got out of it, and it is said
that it sends two hundred camel loads of wheat to
Gwadur yearly for sale. I t may here be stated that
long, rank grass in the Dasht River is called " kek,"
but the twisted grass which is found about Pishikan
is termed " baraka."
Leaving Surian Jump, the road went north-east
for a little more than one mile over a dusty "pat "
soil covered with camel thorn, to Kuldan, a few huts
situated under a mud hill a hundred feet high. It is
inllabited by Bihari Baloclies, who procure their
water hom the bed of the Dasht River, one and ,z half
miles off. The road then turned slightly east, and at
about two and a half miles over the sarne style of
country, passed under the telegraph line. A little
more than a mile further on it wound to the left,
where there are a few matting huts, called Serolti,
inhabited by Shahzaila, Baloches. The water of this
village is also brought from the bed of the Dasht
River. Continuing in the sarne direction, and over
the same style of country, in five miles it arrived nt
Kulatu, n few matting huts of Hot Baloches, situated
one mile sont11 of the Dasht River. I t has a conspicuous mud tower perched on the top of n fifty fcct
high 1nn(1hill overhanging the village. From this,
three-quartors of a mile over broken grollrld brongllt
ollc to L: rt~viucfro111 tho Koh-i-Ti~nkll,n hill ;~l)ontsix
~nilest o the riglit. Al't,or this, t,llt3 OIL^, colitilllli~1g
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in the same direction, stretches over a country broken
up by dams and cultivation, and covered with low
trees and bushes, and in thirteen miles arrives a t
Dumb, close on the left bank of tlie Dasht River.
The road the whole way passed up the left bank of
the Dasht River, and never two miles distant from it.
The surrounding country, with the exception of a few
mud mounds to the right, is perfectly flat and open.
At Dumb the Dasht River was one hundred and fifty
yards broad, and thirty feet deep, with a firm, muddy
bottom ; there were also large pools of good water in
the bed. The tide never reaches 'so high as this.
Leaving Dumb on the 8th January, Captain Lockwood crossed to the right bank of the Dasht River,
and then followed the road, which, taking a northeasterly direction for two miles, ran between low,
isolated mud hills, about fifty feet high, and continued among them for nearly three miles. It then
crossed to the left bank of the Dasht, whicli was here
a hundred yards broad, with steep ten feet banks ;
its bed covered with tamarisk jungle and long coarse
grass. The road then wound, about three-quarters of
a mile from the river bank, under low hills on the
right for two miles to Sut-lu-Gaidar, where there
were some partially excavated brick ruins. Continuing in a north-easterly direction, two niiles further it
crossed the Saijdi r:tville (fifty yards broad), which
broke through the hills on the right and joined tlle
Dnslit close by. One and a quarter miles further on
the road passed Dndnn, which consists of n, srnnll
tower perched on a, mud hill thirty feet high, wit11 a
few matting Balocll huts t~nda little cultivation close
to tlle river. Tlle Gwad~zrroad viti Garok, wllicll
conle~tl~rougl~
tlic. liills, llerc joinoil fro111 tlle rigllt.
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The road then, for one mile, ran up a ravine ten feet
broad and ten feet deep, with a narrow hill between
it and the river ; then for a mile went through cultivation and dams, close under the Saijdi hills. From
this, going on in the same direction for three miles
over open, hard " pat," one arrives at a few huts on
the left bank of the river, called Miting. The road
the whole way is never two miles distant from the
Dnsht River.
9th January.-The roacl, on leaving Miting, for a
quarter of a mile went due north, up the bed of the
Dasht Itiver. I t then turned slightly east, and in a
quarter of a mile cleared the tamarisk jungle on the
bank, and left Potan, a few huts of Rind Baloches,
to the left. Then winding more east, it went for
seven miles over open, dusty " pat," covered with a
few " kai " and tamarisk trees, till it arrived at the
remains of some huts called Sadui Kalat, when it
again joined the left bank of the Dasht River. Then
turning more east still, it continued for four miles
among grass and tamarisk jungle on the left bank
of the river, passing Darzain and Zaraiil Bog, two
village3 with a few huts inhabited by Hot and
Kandai Baloches. The road then crossed to the
right banlr, up which it ran for nearly two miles,
and then returned to the left bank, and cutting off a
corner of the river, arrived at Hasadin in four miles.
At the apex of the l a ~ tbend, three miles west of
Hasadin, the Gwarag, a large well-wooded ravi~le,
joins from the north.
The country pa~sedover on this march was perfectly level, and bounded on the south-east by the
Saijdi Koh range, seven or eight 111ilen distitnt),
on the north-west by hills eight or Len nlileu sway.
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The Dasht was here, as elsewhere, well-wooded with
" kai " and " gaz " (tamarisk) trees, and had a sandy
bed two hundred yards broad, with large ~ o o l sof
water in it. Hasadin is merely a halting-place on the
left bank of the river, on the west edge of a network
of ravines and broken ground, cut by the drainage of
3 low range of hills west of Saijdi.
Leaving Hasadin, the road stretched up the bed of
the Dasht River for three-quarters of a mile, when it
entered the jungle on its left bank, and turning a
little to the left, at three miles reached Langasi, a
village two miles distant on the right bank of the
river; while to the left, one mile on, it crossed to the
right bank of the river, and at three miles passed a
few huts called Matilab. One and three-quarter miles
further it recrossed to the left bank, which it kept for
two miles, when i t again crossed the right bank, and
turning to the north, quitted the river, and went over
hard, dusty "pat " covered with " kai" and tamarisk
trees. Then passing an isolated hill to bhe right, it
arrived in two miles at Kuhals, situated on the right
bank of the river.
At this point there is plenty of water to be got in
pools in the bed of the river, and any amount of fuel
and coarse grass for fodder is procurable. Kuhak
itself is a wretched village of a hundred houses made
of sticks and matting, clustered round the foot of a
fort stuck on the top of a rocky mound about one
hundred feet higher.
Leaving Kuhak, the r o d crossed to the left bank,
and went north-east in thick tamarisk jungle for
five miles, when i t passed two or three huts called
Kunchaki, inhabited by nais Baloches, and immediately after crossed the Iiasar ravine from the right
6
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(twenty feet deep and twenty yards broad), at a
little over six miles from Kuhak ; it then crossed the
Nilag ravine, also from the right, which drains from
Pidark, and at nine miles it passed an isolated hill
two and a half miles to the right, and a little farther
on Ballin to the left. At ten miles the Dasht River
mas crossed to the right bank. The bed is here two
hundred and fifty yards broad, with a sandy bottom
and bank six feet deep. There was a thickish tamarisk tree jungle on both banks for one or two miles'
distance, two miles beyond which was Kauntadar,
situated on the right bank. The road stretched over
firm, white " pat," very dusty, much cut up in places
by irrigation dams. The route on the whole of this
march lay through the tamarisk jungle on one or
other side of the river, and was very tortuous, and the
view much impeded.
Kauntadar is a village of one hundred and fifty
matting houses, inhabited by Kaudais and Rais.
Water is procured from pools in the bed of the
river. Sulaiman Khan, the head man of the place,
has made a garden about three hundred yards from
the river bank, which is watered from a well fifty
feet deep, the water of which is quite sweet.
On the 12th, leaving Kauntadar, Captain Lockwood
went to a halting-place on the Nilag ravine, fourteen
and an eighth miles south-east, The road crossed to
the left bank of the river, and leaving it ran due east
for three miles through thick tamarisk jungle. I t
then went over some broken ground north of the east
end of a low hill called Badari, and turned slightly
south over '' pat" covered with camel thorn and
little grass. One mile further it crossed n sinall
ravine called Kilai (twenty yards broad, eight feet
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deep, dry, with low, easy banks), and in another
passed Kamerani, a hovel consisting of half-a-dozen
huts of Rais Baloches. About one and a half miles
on the road the track leading direct from Kuhak
to Kej was crossed near some date trees close on
the right, called Amalani, which is sometimes used
as a halting-place. Immediately after leaving this
it passed Sangai (eight huts of Shahid Baloches),
situated on the ravine of the same name, which is
thirty yards broad, ten feet deep, and drains from the
hills south of Kej. Again, in one mile the Haftari
ravine, which joins the Nilag, was reached. The
Nilag road then came to broken, stony ground under
the Miskina Muk hill, and passing among some low
mounds running out horn it, arrived at the bed of
the Nilag ravine, where he halted.
The ravine has a t this point no defined bed, but
may be some three hundred yards broad, with pools
of water and abundance of good grass in its bed.
The march this day ran obliquely across an open
plain, bounded on the north by the Kej range, and
south by the Miskina Muk hills. The country was
a flat " pat," with a Little cultivation, where water
can be caught by dams, and covered with camel thorn,
" pish," and L L kai )' trees.
13th Ja?zunry, 1877.-Leaving the halting-place,
the road ran east by north close under the Mislrina
hluk hill, with the ~ i l n gclose on the left, over hard,
firm, gravelly ground. At three miles it crossed the
Nalani ravine on the right, here fifty yards broad
aud ten feet deep, with n firm, gravelly bottom.
The hills bounding Iiej to the south are at this spot
ahout six miles distant, and they are succeeder1 by n.
labyrinth of broken rising ground, which extends d0n.n
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to the bank of the Nilag. This latter was here three
hundred yards broad, with well-defined twenty-five
feet deep banks, and a great deal of beautifully clear
water in its gravelly bed. Leaving this, the road in
one and a half miles passed Jamki, a peaked hill to
the left, and again entered t h e Nilag ravine. At this
stage there were a few tents of Sangar Baloches, who
said they had corne from Kej with their flocks for
graus, but as it was a bad season, for want of rain,
they mere going back. Just beyond this the Kanera
road from Gwadur to Kej was crossed, and two miles on
the track left the Nilag and went along its right bank
for a little more than two miles, when it crossed the
left and reached some three or four huts of Sangar
Baloches. The ravine here splits into three, the
most northern being still called Nila,g ; the next,
southward, the Zango; and the southernmost again,
the Iiatlani. Situated ten or fifteen feet above the
bed of the river, there was a spring of excellent fresh
water, which ran a t a good pace, and was six inches
broad and one deep. This water is used by the inhabitants of the adjoining huts to irrigate some little
cultivation in the Sangar bed. From this point the
road passed up the left bank of the Zargo, and four
miles on crossed a track £rom Kej to Gmadur, called
the Maluki road. This point is the watershed of the
Nilag and Shadi Iihors. The former drains west to
the Dasht, and the Sliadi south-east to the sea at
Pusni. About three miles on, Captain Lockwood
arrived at the Gilian Kumb ravine, where he halted.
On the 14th January, leaving the above haltingplace on the Gilian Kumb, Captain Lockwood went
to Jarnak, a distance of seventeen and three-quarter
miles, in four hours forty-six minutes. The road ran
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nearly due east between low hills, two or three
hundred yards off on the right and left, over black
gravel, with lots of " Nadag " grass. At two miles
he crossed the track from Dokani to Turbat in Kej,
and in one mile came to the Kalerag ravine, which
drained to the Shadi. I n three-quarters of a mile he
crossed yet another ravine, and immediately afterwards the road entered a tract of very jumpy kind of
ground, and twisted anlongst low mounds and ravines
for a quarter of a mile, when the Pidarli fort became
visible nearly two miles distant below. The road
from here descended, and crossing the Shadi Khor,
and then, three-qusrters of a mile further, the Kalagai
Khor, arrived at Pidark in six and a half miles from
Gilian Kumb. The road the whole way mas over
firm, black, stony ground, the hills bounding the Kej
valley on the south being about four miles to the left
hand (north), separated by broken moundy ground.
On tlze right were two broken ridges, with nearly
perpendicular strata, all running in exactly the same
strike, i.e., nearly east and west ; and in this direction
there was no hill of consequence as far as tlie Saijdi
ridge before mentioned. Pidark is a large place for
these parts, and consists of a hundred and fifty to
two hundred mat huts, and a high fort near a date
grove. The head man was named Pahzadin, and the
inhabitants were Bardarzai, Barechi, Katagaris,
and Icaudas. Some rice is grown here, and perhaps
two hundred cattle and four hundred sheep might
be raised. The road, with very little worli, could be
made practicable up to this place. From Pidark
to Jamak the track had a general direction of east,
by north, and ran over the same kind of gravel as
the first part of the march, and along the foot of

86

WANDERINGS I N BALOCHISTAN.

the Sami hills, crossing their southern drainage,
and continually going up and down and in and out
of broad, deep, stony ravines draining from them;
the view being everywhere much obstructed. About
three miles from Jamak the track descended frorn the
foot of the hills to a plain i n which that place is
situated. The distance from Pidark is eleven and
a quarter miles, making the whole march seventeen
and three-quarters. Jamak consists of a rickety
stone and mud tower, with a few mat huts round it.
It is inhabited by Bali, Saijdi, and Kosag Baloches.
The head man is a Gichki, named Mir Ismail. A
good deal of rice is cultivated here, and sold at
Kej, the water supply being drawn from five karez
(channels). Eight hundred sheep could be got in
the place. There is plenty of grass to be obtained
from the ravines and surrounding stony country.
On the 15th January, 1877, he went from Jamak
to Gwarko, eleven miles east by north, in two hours
fifty-seven minutes.
The road was over brown, stony ground, and in a
little over three-quarters of a mile passed a grove of
date trees to the right of the road, called Kisinag.
Three and a half miles farther it came to Mian-iBalag, a date grove in a ravine; and two miles beyond
this it passed Sarkalag, mother date grove in a ravine
watered by three karez, which also irrigate a little
cultivation in the bed of the ravine. One mile on
the track took a more northerly direction, and after
three and a half miles arrived at Gwarko.
The road was straight up the Pidark Uamag, or
valley, nloilg a sort of glacis from the south side of the
hills sonth of the Sami valley, and crossing the drainage
of the hills, ran in and out and up and down the steep
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banks of broad, stony ravines draining to the Shadi
Khor. The ground was firm and hard, covered with
black stones from six to eight inches i n length, and
had a little grass in tufts sprinkled about. The hills
to the left were about four miles distant, and about
a thousand feet above the level of the road. The
country to the right was much broken with irregular
ridges of low hills parallel to one another and to the
Asi hills. North of the sea, as far as could be
learned, there is no level ground deserving the name
of a valley between. I t had rained hard the day
before, and there was running clear water in most of
the ravines crossed, some of which indeed are, it is
said, never actually dry. Gwarko is a mud and
stone fort, with some fifty huts situated in a date
grove, and watered by fonr karez. It is inhabited by
Kauda and Kosag Baloches, the head man bf whom is
a Gicllki, called Salzibdad, who speaks Hindustani,
and was very civil. Five hundred sheep might be
raised here. There is plenty of grass to be got out
of the snrrounhng country.
If the road were improved a little, and drag ropes
were used, i t would be practicable for guus. About
llelf tlle inhabitants here, as a t Jarnki, are Zikris
by religion. H e passed a couple of flocks of
goats and sheep grazing, which were said to have
coiile do~vnfrom Panjgur on aocouilt of the fighting
there.
On tlle lGtli January Captain Lockwood went from
Gwaylio to a halting-place on tlie Talacll ravine on
the
to Thal, seventeeu miles east by north, in
fonr hours fifty-two minutes.
Froin Gwnrko tlie road lecl south-east over the stony
glacis tllat surro~uldsthat locality down the Dalnmas
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ravine for two miles, passing a date grove called Mashkai, three-quarters of a mile to the right, at about one
mile fiom Gwarko. Continuing the same direction, it
then passed Daimachi, another date grove watered
by karezes, two and a half miles from Gwarko, to
the left. The road then entered the hills, and continued wipding in them for two miles, when it again
came out into the stony plain east of Gwarko. Two
miles on, due east, the road again entered the skirt
of the hills t o the south of the Gwarko plain, and
cor~tinuedamongst them for the rest of the march,
which was nearly in a straight line in an east by
north direction. The road was a t the foot of a slope
five miles broad at the bottom of the south side of
the range of hills that bounds the Sami plain on the
south. Immediately on the right of the road after Daimachi were broken parallel ranges of hills from two
to five hundred feet above the level of the plain, running in a line with the road, which latter was crossed
at short intervals by stony, steep-banked ravines that
dr:tin from the hills to the left and break throng11
those to the right. There were no villages right or
left near the road, and only one, little frequented,
footpath, called Rungan Kand, which goes to the
Sami valley, crossed the march. At the halting-place,
though it had rained hard two days ago, there was some
difficulty in finding water, and then only a very little
was procured. The road the whole march was very
broken, and would require a great deal of labour in
clearing and levelling to make it practicable for
wheeled carriages. Little or no grass or camel thorn
mas proci~rableat the halting-place.
On the 17th January he went from the above halting-place on the Talach ravine to another on the
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Ispirod ravine, seventeen and a quarter miles northeast, in four hours thirty-nine minutes.
Leaving Talach, the road went north-east, and
gently ascended for two miles over broken stony
ground, shut in by hills right and left. It then
turned to the right and entered a ravine called
Kokeni, the bed of which it followed, still ascending,
and then wound up a narrow ravine joining the
Kokeni from the right, till four miles from the halting-place, when i t arrived a t the head of the Gwarko
valley, and on the south-west edge of a flat black stony
plain three miles broad and four and a half long,
called Thal. Continuing in a north-easterly direction, the road crossed this plain, and a t nine miles
froin the halting-place on the Talach, entered low
hills, and winding among them for one and a quarter
miles, came out into another flat, black, stony plain.
Tlle hills that bound the Sami plain to the soutli
liere came to an end, and the above plain sloped
gently from south to north towards the Sami ravine.
The road, continuing in a north-easterly direction
across the sloping plain, arrived a t the Ispirod ravine
in seven miles, or seventeen and a quarter from the
halting-place on the Talach Nulla. On this day
Captain Lockwood passed on the road five or six large
flock^ of sheep and goats of some five hundred each,
lvhich had come from the north on account of
tlie fighting in Panjgur. Tlie shepherds told him the
people of Balor had gone to " salaam" Azad Khan,
but their chief at Sami had sent orders to them to
turn south. H e passed no villages on the road;
there was water after rain iu the ravine beds, bat the
supply is not to be depended on. Grass was plentifill th'e whole way. The road was very difficult, and
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would require a great deal of labour to make it
serviceable. There were no roads crossing the
march. Thal separates the watershed of the Shadi
Xhor from that of the Kej River. From Gwarko
there were no signs of habitations or cultiva.tion, and
the only frequenters of the ground passed on these
two marches were shepherds who came in search of
grass. Bar. at halting-place, 28.6 ; min. thermometer
a t night, 40.
On the 18th January Captain Lockwood went
from halting-place on the Ispirod to Balor, twentys e n n and a half miles, in seven hours nineteen
minutes.
The road continued over the same sort of black,
stony plain, in an east by north direction. At two miles
it passed a well to the left, fifty feet deep, but with no
water. At six and a half miles there was another
well, one hundred and forty feet deep, with good
water in it all the year round. At ten miles the track
joined the Balor and Kej road, the latter going off in
a westerly direction; and, one and a half miles on,
passed some ruins and a well called Shah Batil, one
hundred and thirty feet deep, filled with good water
all the year round. Three miles farther it passed a
well on the right, called Ghulam Chah, which was
dry, and a t five miles' distance a p t c l i of cultivation
watered from a dam. The road now turned south-east,
and in three miles crossed a ravine two hundred feet
broadwith twenty-feet rounded banks. Tlle edge of the
hills bonnhng Kolwah on the south was now reaclled,
and the road liere entered them, and for half a mile ran
south-west, then turning sliarp round to the east went
up a ravine between liills fifty to a ll~uldredfeet above
the road for two miles, when it arrived at Balor.
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This march was over black, stony ground with a
gentle slope crossed by numerous shallow ravines, and
up the Kolwah, running north to the Kej Khor valley,
which is about eleven miles broad. The country
the whole way is pretty thickly covered with kai trees
from fifteen to twenty feet high, " pish," and tufts of
grass. It had lately rained, and there was water in
the beds of all the ravines crossed. Fuel and grass
were everywhere plentiful.
Balor consists of seventy mat houses. A couple of
miles inside the hills bounding the Kolwah plain on
the south, water is procured from pools i n the Balor
ravine that drains to the Kolwah swamp.
On the 20th January he went from Balor to Nag,
fifteen and three-quarter miles, in four hours and
twelve minutes.
Leaving Balor, the road ran north by west for about
two miles through low hills, when it issued into the
Kolwah plain, which it crossed i n a north-westerly
direction. Four miles from Balor it passed a ruined
fort, half a mile to the left; and at nine miles the old
fort of Gat, to the right. Immediately afterwards it
ascended the stony glacis on the south of the hills
bounding the Kolwah plain on the north, and joined the
Icnldan ravine, which i t followed for four miles, winding between low hills ; then leaving it, went nearly
due west into Nag in one mile. A good deal of cultivation was crossed in the Kolwall plain, irrigated by
water caught in dams.
Nag is a village of about one hundred and fifty
houses, situated in a date grove, and watered by
fourteen l~arez. The head men are Gangnzar and
Abclurrnhmnn, both of whom are related to Abdul
IiaIriln,tlie Naib of the Khan of ICalat, who lives a t
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Mashka. This village has about one hundred head
of cattle, and is dependent for its supply of mater in
the hot weather on the holes dug in the bed of the
ravines, as the karezes at that season dry up.
On the 21st January Captain Lockwood went to a
halting-place on the Kil Khor, thirteen miles, in three
hours twenty-five minutes.
The road left Nag, and taking a north-east direction,
traversed a long slope for a little over one mile, when
it crossed a small ravine which came from the hills to
the left. Immediately afterwards it entered the Kaldan ravine, here one hundred and fifty yards broad,
having a sandy bottom. The name Kaldan is taken
from some date trees situated about a mile lower
clown the ravine, but the latter is also sometimes
called the Kala Khor. The road then twisted up the
bed of the ravine for some four miles, till it narrowed
to not more than six yards in breadth, being shut in
on both sides by rocky hills. A little running water
was passed, but this dries up in the hot weather.
The road then left this ravine, and ran up a smaller
one to the right (which is in some places only three
feet broad) for about a mile, when it arrived at the
top of the Hotal pass. It then descended for a
quarter of a mile down a very precipitous, narrow
path, which became less steep on entering a stony
watercourse, which it kept for about two and a
half miles, when it emerged into an ope11 valley running east and west, about two miles broad, which it
crossed in a north-east direction, and as sing some
pools of water in a ravine, arrived in thirteen miles
a t the halting-place. Here at this time mater was
plentiful, but it mas said to dry up in the hot season,
when it has to be got from the same ravine a little
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further on. Grass and fuel were very abundant round
this spot. Bar. 28.0.
On the 22nd January Captain Lockwood went
from his halting-place on the Kil Khor to the Nafta
Sham, eighteen and three-quarter miles, in five hours
one minute, north by west.
The road started north by east, and wound for
nearly three miles amongst low hills, when it crossed
a low pass in the hills into an open plain, running,
as all Makran plains do, nearly due east and west.
Having crossed this in three miles, in a north-westerly
direction, it then passed through an opening in
another low range (some one hundred and fifty feet
high above the level of the plain) into the Dashtak
plain, which j t traversed obliquely in a north-westerly
direction. This was a flat plain covered with tufts
of grass, and draining east to the Kil Khor. There
was no ravine in it, but the ground was quite damp,
though it had not rained for some time. Crossing
another low range of hills running east and west,
the road then traversed a narrow plain, called Sham,
and then ran through a further low range of hills
into a third plain, called Karpaln, which it crossed
to a gap in a low range, where there was a pool of
water, called Mishkai-i-Knm. It is said never to
be dry. The road then zigzagged through another
range of hills running east and west for one mile,
and then entered the Gumbak ravine, which was
about thirty yards broad, with low hilly banks and
rocky bottom, with a small stream of running
water, seldom dry. Having followed this ravine
for two miles, the road quitted it to the left, and
crossing a stony valley, entered a, rnvine about
nix yards broad, in which it wound for three-quarters
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of a mile, and leaving it, entered another ravine,
which i t descended for half a mi1.e to a spot where
he found water and halted. The name of the place
was Mala Sukandai or Nafta Sham.
The general direction of the march was north-west,
ancl it crossed parallel ridges of hills, with valleys
between them, gently ascending the whole way.
The Karpala and Dashtak plains showed traces of
former cultivation, though they are now quite bare.
There was a small settlement of Baloches, one mile
to the right of the road in the Karpala plain, but
the grazing tribes who generally frequent these
valleys had gone south from fear of Azad Khan, of
Kharan, who was besieging Surdo. Guns, with a
little labour in opening out the ravines, could be
brought on this march. Grass and fuel were plentiful, and could be collected at any convenient haltingplace.
On the 23rd January, 1877, Captain Lockwood
marched from Nafta Sham to a halting-place on the
Wash Jaorkhan ravine, nineteen and a quarter miles,
in five hours seven minutes : north-west.
For the first mile the road ran to the west, over
stony ravine ground, when it crossed a low stony liotal
into a stony plain. Traversing this in a north-westerly
direction, it entered the Zaham ravine at the second
mile. This ravine was here sixty yards broad, with a
rocky bottom, and had a stream of clear running water.
The road then stretched up the bed of the ravine to tlle
end of the Zaham hill, about one hundred ancl fifty
feet above the ravine, which it passed immediately
on the light. From this the road left the ravine,
and turned more to the left, over broken stolly ground
b e t ~ ~ e elow
n bare hills for three and a half miles,
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when a road called the Rang went off to the left ; the
regular path, entering the Mantar ravine, wound its
bed for four and a quarter miles between steep hills two
hundred feet above it, which formed a formidable defile.
There was a stream of water in places, which was
never dry. Clearing this defile, the road ran nearly
due west for two miles, when a track to Shahbaz
branched off to the right, and in a mile further it
crossed the watershed of the Kil Khor and Dasht
drainage, and then passed for one and a half miles
down the Kashi ravine, when it entered the Wash
Jaorkhan ravine, where there was a perpetual pool
of clear good water, and a cave capable of holding
ten men. Descending this ravine for three-quarters
of a, mile, he halted. The road ran the whole way
through bare rocky hills, which struck in ridges east
and west. The gradient was everywhere easy ;
the road being nearly level the whole way, little
labour would clear the Mantar defile. Grass of a
coarse description, and water, were plentiful on the
road.
On the 24th January, 1877, Captain Lockwood
went to Kohban, in the Dasht plain, twelve miles.
At first the road ran north, and in about one mile
passed down between two low hills by an easy gradient,
which would, however, want making for vehicles.
Then running over stony ground between low mounds,
it passed at two and a half miles a track leading to
Shahbaz. Immediately after this the road crossed the
Tumpi ravine (one hundred and fifty yards broad, with
shallow stony bed), whicli drains the foot of the hills
to the Dasht plain. At three miles it got clear of
the hills, and went over a stony slope running east
and west. At five miles the Goran road joined from
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the left rear, and this yath passed between a lowrow
of isolated mounds that run east and west. One and a
half miles further he passed the east end of an isolated
hill, called Tumpi, and then went straight across the
Dasht plain for five miles in a north-westerly direction to the mild fort and village of Kohban. Several
large patches of cultivation, irrigated from " bunds,"
were passed between the Tumpi hill aud Kohban.
The Dasht plain is perfectly level, and covered with
thin tamarisk jungle and camel thorn. Kohbaii
consists of a contemptible mud fort, with eight feet
walls, and a tower and some mat huts clustered round
it. The population are Bar and Kashani Baloches.
The head man, Muhammacl Khau, had gone to Shahbaz
to assist Azad Khan in besieging that fort. There
are two wells in the village, thirty feet deep, of good
water, and file1 and grass of a coarse description are
plentiful in tlie neighbourhood.
On the 25th January, 1877, Captain Lockwood
rode into Miri Isai, where I had arrived, as related
above, eighteen miles, in four hours forty-nine minutes :
north north-east.
Leaving Kohban the road went over the Dasht
plain nearly due north for three-quarters of a mile,
and then crossed the Gwarko ravine (draining from
the right thirty yards broad, with high muddy banks
and firm muddy bottom), leaving the fort and village
of Sorai Dumb about one mile in the plain to the right.
The road was through thin tamarisk jungle for a little
over two miles from Kohban, when it arrived at the
gravelly slope of the Kashani Koh. Ascending gently
through some broken ground forming the west end
of this ridge for two miles, it then for one mile turned
due east, and subseqi~entlynorth-east for a mile,
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when it crossed the Nimcha ravine. A little more
than two miles beyond this it passed over another
ravine, draining from the Kashani Koh to the Rakshan. The road had now got quite clear of the
Kashani Koh range, and out into the Sorwan plain,
which it traversed for three miles, and then crossed
the Rakshan ravine ; returning to it, however, again
in one and a half miles, it went up its bed for
another mile and a half, and getting out of it, went
round the east side of the Miri Isai date grove, and
arrived at the Tul or fort of that place in ten miles
from Kohban.
The portion of the Dasht plain thus crosse'i is level,
with numerous dams scattered about, and covered
with thin tamarisk jungle. The pass through the
Kashani range is nearly level, nowhere rising more
than two hundred feet above the plain. Very little
work would make it quite practicable. The portion
of the lower Panjgur, or Sorman, plain was of the
same nature.

CHAPTER V.
BALOCH

POLITICS.

25tk January.-Having slept over my determination
of the night before t o leave Miri Isai, I resolved
to wait to see what Lockwood would say. I n the
course of the morning more men arrived from Azad
Khan, evidently sent to see what I was up to. One of
these, named Malih Shah, was more than usually
inquisitive, but I managed to put him off by tolling
him about Kuhak.
I found I had not been able to procure enough
camels, though Mahmud Shah had sworn by 811 his
gods that all I required should be with ine by the
night before. And another more serious cause of
detention was the non-arrival of my money. This,
as I thought i t would never do to travel with large
suma of money in these parts, I bad left with Major
Mockler a t Gwadur, to be sent on wit11 some flour
and other supplies by the direct road, and I had told
him to pack the money inside the meal 1,ngs. But
it had not arrived, I sent off a Hindu with orders to
bring in my flour sharp.
I n the forenoon I was delighted to be t,olti that a
" sahib was corning," and on going ontsitle my tent
was intensely pleased to see old Loc;kwootll journeying
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along in the distance. I n a few minutes we had met,
and we sat down to a breakfast that would not have
disgraced more civilised regions. I had a first-rate
cook with me, an individual I never omit to secure
on these expeditions if I can help it, for though I am
pretty strong, and as hard as my neighbours, I last
much better by getting good food.
Three weeks is, after all, a considerable time to go
without speaking your own language, and we had a
tremendous talk over our hitherto respective routes,
and over what was before us ; and Lockwood agreed
it would be better to wait till we had got our money
and the remaining camels we wanted.
Next day was taken up in writing a letter to let
people lillow how I was getting on. The following is a copy of the epistle in question :" The state of affairs in the Panjgur valley made it
necessary for me to approach with the greatest caution,
and so I made arrangements to keep myself well informed of the actual state of affairs from day to day.
This course I have continued up till now. I marched
by the road which passes Shahbaa, which is the regular
caravan road. On arrival at this place late in the
evening of the 20t11, I heard that Azad Khan had
sent an ulti~natumto bhe Icilladar to the effect that if
hc did not inake his salnam he would come and attack
liirn. Consequently, next morning I made a long
detour rotllld to the west in order to keep clear of any
of Azad's peoplc ~vlloiniglit be prowling abont, and I
tlieii tnrlirtl tow:~i*CXsIsai, the residence of tlie khan'^
Naib. Tliis place I reached without meeting many
people, and tliose I did encounter, though lllost of
them wel-c? synll,nthisers with n4ir ISR,whom Azad
had iiorniunlly come to help, were in every case 11lost
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civil to me. I selected Thal as the most fitting place
for my stay i n Panjgur, as being the actual seat of
the Khan's deputy; and events have proved that I
mas right in my choice. All the other villages are
more or less mixed up in the quarrel that is going on,
on one side or the other, and consequently to have
gone to them and accepted the hospitality of their
head men, which would have been inevitable, would
have had the effect of making it seem that I was
favourable to one side or the other. Whereas, with
t h e Khan's Naib I have been able to maintain actual
neutrality. I have received visits from no one but
the Naib, and the only one I paid was to him. Of
course several of the leading men have expressed
their desire to come to see me, but I have thought it
best always to have conveyed to t;hem beforehand that
under t'he present st'ate of affairs I did not consider it
advisable to receive any visitors a t all. At the same
time I offered to each such suitable expressions as
were dictated by common courtesy.
" The actual state of affairs here is as follows :
The invasion of Panjgur by Azad Khan, t h o ~ g hundouhtedly it would be regarded in any other country
as an act of hostility to tlie Khan, is not necessarily
so here; and the avowed object, a t least, is not an
attack on the Khan's territory, but the rosec cut ion
of an old feud between 14ir Gazian, the present, and
&fir Isa, his uncle and former, ruler of Panjgur. The
story of tlie feud is au old one, and goes back to the
lifetime of l l i r Gnzian's father, who was the rival of
his brother, RIir Isa, for the governorsllip of Paujgur.
When I say this need not necessarily be considered
a direct act of llostility to the Khnu, I do not ret tend
to fatl~omthe depths of Asad's mind. H e may have

BALOCH POLITICS.

101

other ulterior objects than merely replacing Gazian
by Isa. But as far as Mir Isa is concerned, I understand he protests against its being thought for an
instant that he wishes to rebel against the Khan. To
show the probability of this assertion being true, it
is necessary to give full weight to the actual state of
affairs, both as regards the above-mentioned feud and
the peculiar circumstances under which Panjgur is
governed. There is, as I have said, a geiltlemsn
who is termed the Khan's Naib, but he is not tho
governor, and does not pretend to govern the country,
or even to collect its revenue. H e is, in fact, only the
receiver of such revenue as the actual governor may
have agreed to pay the Khan. The old agreement
made between the Gichkis, the dominant family here,
and Nasir Khan, was that the former were to be undisturbed in their possessions in every way, on condition of their paying over one-half of the revenues of
the district to the Khan, and this arrangement stdl
holds good. Consequently the government of Panjgur
has always been allowed to remain in the hands of
the Gichliis, the actual individual exercisiug the
fuuctions of governor being either he who was strongest,
or he who agreed to pay most. Thus, in trying to
oust Mir Gazian, Mir Isa does not necessarily throw
off the authority of the Khan, but only wishes to
make himself the actual governor of the district, and
the payer of the Khan's half of the revenue.
" Azad I<han lias made several attempts to open
communic.ation with me, and for me to have nothing
really to do with him and yet not to irritate hiin has
been very difficult. I have, however, I hope, fully
succeeded. I have comldete informatioil brought to
me of all he does and sa,ys, and there has been so far
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no sign of hostility on his part. While I have been
get.ting this information I have not, of course, been
ignorant of the fact that he has had his spies about
me also, and so I have had to be very careful in
speaking of current events before any of the people
who surround me, and I have always alluded to them
as matters in which I, as a simple traveller, have no
concern whatever.
" Now I come to the arrangement for my onward
journey, and first I would state that coming here was
absolutely necessary to the success of my undertaking.
For it is not only the only place where I could procure
the supplies and transport necessary, but in no other
spot could I have procured men to accompany me
of sufficient knowledge and trustworthiness. And I
hare had to remain here some days both to permit
of Captain Lockwood joining me and to make the
necesvary arrangements, which, inasmuch as they
require much forethought, have had to be settled
leisurely and with discrimination.
" Coming to a country like this, of which I waA
utterly ignorant, and of which the political agent could
give me no information, the first difficulty I had was
to find some really trustworthy and influential chief
i n whom I could confide. To this end I read all that
officers who had visited the country had to say regarding the characters of the leading men, and I have
made enquiries everywhere from the people I have
met. From the information thus acquired I fixed on
a Inan named Mir Kam:lliln, of Sami, an influential
Gichh, as the rnost suitable person to accompany
me.

" O u arrival at Sami I had no difficulty in inducing
hhn to come with me, but it was only after having
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been with hirn for five days, during which I took every
opportunity of testing his character, that I ventured
to impart to him a knowledge that the real object of
my visit was to examine the country-swearing him
to secrecy, a vow which I have every reason to believe
he has faithfully kept. I then in the days that remained between us and Panjgur, passed i n review
every chief in that valley with sufficient influence to
be of any service. It would be needless to inflict this
list on any one; suffice it to say that some were found
influential but not reliable, others trustworthy but not
influential, while some had both these qualities, but
had feuds which might interfere with the smooth
conduct of my exploration. Thus after eliminating
all these and re-enquiring into the merits of all the
others, my choice a t last fell on the son of one
Muhammad Shah, formerly chief of Sib, but who had
been ousted by Ibrahim Khan of Bampur. This man
had property in Panjgur, in which he was then living.
He was connected by marriage with both the Gichkis
and Nowsherwanis, but he had no feuds with either
of them, and his son was said to be acquainted with
the country to be explored. On my arrival at Panjgur
he fortunately with his father came to see me, and I
was particularly civil to him, drew him ont for two
days, learnt all his hopes and fears aud proved his
character, ail(1 at last, being satisfied that he m~ould
prove faithful, I took hiin into the secret also. As
he agreed to come, subsequent arrangements became
easy, but still they required forethought aud caution.
I settled with him to supply me with au escort of
twenty reliable matchlock-men, for it nrould be quite
absurd to risli the success of difficult explorations to
the mercy of a dozen stray robbers. Again, to take
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more men might suggest some other object, while to
feed them would be extremely difficult. Twenty, then,
being the number fixed on, I have arranged that each
man shall be supplied with thirty days' food and fifty
rounds of ammunition, and a water-skin and digging
implement. As many of these as possible will be
mounted on camels, but a t present I have only got
enough to mount some. All my things and Lockwood's
also are carried on camels, and we have besides four
guns apiece, which with the two chiefs make a total
of thirty men armed with firearms. Provided in this
way against all the ascertainable difficulties of our
journey, we start to-morrow, prepared to meet and
overcome the unknown difficulties which happen.
W e march in the direction of Kuhak at first, and then
we turn towards the defile through which the Mashkel
finds its way into the unknown deserts beyond. I
have got with me two men who know the country,
and me shall pick up others in Delighwar. How far we
shall be able to get is problematical, but most likely
some marches beyond the latter locality ; a t present
it is doubtful whether we can get further. Any way,
the point we shall aim a t will be about lat. 30, long. 62.
As the last part of the road going out is the most difficult, so the first part of the road coming back is the
hardest. I do not think there is any direct road from
Seistan to Kharam, nor would it be advisable to place
oneself so directly in Azad Khan's power as would be
the case in a visit to his village of Sarawan. I t also
seems probable that no direct road across the desert
exists, and therefore the most likely line we shall take
will be to Nnshki. I have telegraphed that we are just
starting, and I send this off by the last opportunity
I shall have of coilillluuicating with the outer world.
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Thus hoping that we shall eventually turn up safe
and sound, I take a header into the unknown."
I a,lso wrote a long letter to Major Sandeman,
telling him about the state of affairs in Panjgur.
About one p.m. Muhammad's brother arrived with
tliree more camels, and shortly after I was delighted
to see the man from Gtvadur with my inoney arrive;
but as I could not in the daytime ascertain if it
was all riglit, I 11a.d it put down beside my tent, and
took the opportunity of counting it after dark.
With some delay I got enough water-skins to give
each man one, and managed to get some implements
made for digging for water. The ironsmiths of
Panjgur are not the most skilful I have seen, but still
I mauaged to get them to make me some thirty iron
scoops of this fashion :

Each of tliese had wooden handles about two feet
long, and I afterwards found they worked very well
in the soft sandy beds of ravines, where alone, of
course, it was any use looking for water.
As I had not much to spare in the way of presents,
I forwarded ITuhammad Shah, father of Mahniud,
who was to come with me, a horse; and that old
gentleman slloweil his gratitude by sending back to
say he llad received an " animal," but it was no good
t o him u~llessI could give him a saddle and bridle
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also. I answered I was very sorry I had none to
spare, but I would present him with a telescope :
this he point-blank refused; so seeing that there was
no satisfying the old man, I left him alone.
On the 27th January I quitted Isai, though not without some difficulty. Notwithstanding his promises,
Mahmud did not turn up, but as I knew I should probably be served in the same way whatever day I settled
to start, I determined to leave. W h a t may be called
an immense crowd assembled to witness my departure;
that is to say, I suppose every man and boy in this place
was present, while the scene was further graced by a
bevy of the fair sex, who occupied reserved seats on
the roofs of the houses to the rear. The whole of this
morning must have been one round of amusement to
these poor people, and they seemed to enjoy it most
thoroughly in their owu stolid, undemonstrative way.
The first scene consisted of all the things of the
Faringis spread out for inspection, and the pleasure
being increased seeing that the aforesaid were in
various stages of preparedness. What, however,
seemed to causo the greatest interest was when the
Faringis had their breakfast; then there was quite a
hum of intense appreciation. Human nature is the
same all the world over; a t home there is no surer
way of gaining the approbation of the " gods " a t a
theatre than to eat something in a grotesque manner,
and so here, although I had no idea of conveying my
humble fare to my mouth in a, peculiar manner, it
must have been that I did so, judging by the intensely pleased countenances of my audience. Nevertheless, it is, I venture to say, better fun rentliug or
even writiug about all this sort of thing, than enduring
i t ; so me were very glad to mount our horscs and get
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on our way. However, even a t this last moment the
amusement was not ended ; for my horse then made
an abortive attempt to mount Lockwood's. Shortly
after leaving, a man came up on the horse I had
give11 Muhammad Shah, bearing a message that the old
gentleman in question had come to say good-bye ; SO
I went back a little way, and he rode up, looking rather
comical. The fact is he is very old, and, like many
old men, did not like to show the proofs of his age
afforded by his white hairs, so he had been in the
habit of dyeing his locks. This morning, however,
lle must have been in a hurry, as the dye had only
got as far as his eyebrows; these were deep black, the
tip of his beard was blue, and this was gradually
shaded off into purple and xed, ultimately ending
in pure white.
We made a short march of only five miles to Kalag,
as I wanted to have everything quite complete before
we got off finally. The road goes over a level plain,
crossing many considerable drainage beds, one of
which, the Rakshan, had close to Isai a stream of
running water in it. Iqalag is a wretched little place
with a few mud hovels and the ruins of a fortalice
situated in the midst of the usual accompaniment of
n AIelirall village, a deuse date grove. The cultivation
is irrigated by a liaxez which comes from the hills to
tlie north.
The drainage of the whole of Panjgur seems to
coine from the 12akshan district, which is, they say,
four days' journey off; and as far as one can be certain
of anytllil~gfroin native inforumtion, it has no conuectioil either witlll Pottinger's Budur, or the Budu of
Icharnn, the Snhz I<oh range intervening between
them.
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The old ruined fort of Kalag was selected as the
lllost suitable for our camp, and so we took possession. It was very evident it could not have been
occupied by Baloches for many a long year, as it
was almost clean inside.
Some time after our arrival, Mahmud appeared
with the rest of the men and a new guide, in whose
praise he was very loud, i t being in his opinion a
great sign of my luck that I had fallen in with such
a man. I accordingly sat the latter down to question
him and see what he knew. I am somewhat doubtful
whether the cross-examination will be very interesting to my readers, but I have thought that a faithful
account of the whole case is desirable. The reader
who has followed me so far has come with me through
a country with which the surveys of Major Lovett
may have made him well acquainted, but beyond
this was a tract which may be called absolutely
unknown. I n fi~ct,I do not think that any part
of the wide region which is contained within the
political term Central Asia-that
is, Asia betweeh
India and Russia-is more entirely unexplored. Regarding the Turlror~laudesert, far more information
is open to the public, and the probability is that a
plan of every fort is in the Russian archives of the
region between Herat ancl Kabul; though very little
is known, that little is sufficient to give a pretty
fair idea of the nature of the country. Of the
territory between Khokand and the Oxus we have
quite recent Russian surveys, it having been lately
visited by some Russian officers. B u t of the tract
between the Helmancl, Seistau, and the moilntains
of Panjgur and Sarhadd, one has only to look at
a map to see how iufinitesimal is our inforumtion
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regardiug it. True, t h e daring traveller Pottinger,
and the no less bold Christie, have skirted i t on
the north and on the south ; true, Goldsmidt's party
passed by it on the west, and St. John looked a t
it from Jalk ; but on our maps, in all this tract,
extending for two hundred miles from north to south,
and the same distance from east to west, there are but
two names-one
Zirreh, in large letters, as if we
knew all about i t ; the other, Piri Kaisar, i n small.
And if my readers will search all the works of those
travellers who have approached this tract, they will
be able to extract but small comfort from them. At
least, I know I passed mauy an anxious hour turning and returning the pages of these books, in the
hope that, like poor Marguerite's rose, they might
tell me a tale in accordance with my hopes. I n
fact, it may almost be said, my reader knows as
much of tlie tract as I &d when I arrived in Panjgur,
and will be therefore better able to appreciate the
anxiety with which I pumped each man who could
afford any information.
The guide whom Mahmud brought was nanled
Nur Muhammad. H e was an elderly man, with a
long wliitisli beard and a very shrewd look, in
which honesty and cunning seemed to be about
equally mingled. H e was a Roghi Balocli, and
declared himself well acquainted witlh tlie whole
tract about the Mashkel. From him I learnt that
it was four or five marches to a place called Tankli-iZorati, the spot where the RIashkel goes tlirougli t l ~ e
hills into the unknown land beyond. This place, he
said, was impnssablc, if there is much vato or in the
river, but he helci out hopes of beiug able to get
round tho bad point, which is termed an Abgir, n
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term which literally means water-locked, i.e., the
way is barred by water. Usually at these places the
hills on each side come very close to each other,
and between them is a pool, which is too deep
to ford. Beyond this, he said it was two days to
Dehghwar, whence, as well as I could make him

N U RMUHAMMAD.

out, a river comes in from the W.N.W., whicll
drains a district called Lacliz. Three or four days
beyond this the road, which has gone hitherto along
the Mashkel, splits into three. The river goes off
to the west, and encls two days off in a depression
callecl the Hamun-i-Mashkel. When I asked him
whether this was not the same as the Zirreh depression, or did not in some way communicate with
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it, old Nur Mahomed laughed ~cornfully,and yet
pitifully, that 1 should for an instant imagine that
Zirreh was so close. The next road was one that
went to a district called Naru, which is so called
from some hills named Koh-i-Naru. This region,
he said, had in it some wandering tribes, who are
rather a wild lot, but from whom, he hinted, I might
get more information. Again, the road on the right
of all goes north, to a place called Wad-i-Sultan, or
Piri Kaisar, whence salt is collected ; and there is
a shrine to a saint of the last name. From it
roads went to Rudbar and to Cllageh, a district
of Nushki. From this meagre information, which,
though it only takes a few minutes to read, occupied
me more than an hour to extract from the guide,
one thing only was clear to me, vie., that as far as
Tankh-i-Zorati I should be on the right track.
Nur Muhammad also said there was a road to Seistan
by Lailiz, but the old man said the manners of the
inhabitants were a trifle rough, aud Be could not
recoininend n visit to them. At all events, the road
to the Hamun-i-Rilaslikel seemed femible, but beyond
that appeared to be a plain, which may well be
termed that of "NO hope," for it has no inhabitants,
and even Nar Muhammad said he knew nothing of it.
Narn was a totally new name to me ; no one even
hints at sucli a place, but Nur Rinhnmmad said we
should fiud people there who would be able to take
us on. The road to the Piri Icaisar also puzzled
me ;
it was like the " evasive bubble " in Captain hbney's
excellent, level. Walker puts it to the south of
Bandnr Raunnl, aucl he ciraws a rontl right through
it to Trnlin ill n manner t l ~ n tmade us long to place
fnitli iml>licit in l l i ~ n; but accordiug t,o St. Jolln it is

112

WANDERINGS I N BALOCHISTAN.

due south of Rudbar, while the guide's information
seemed to make it not improbable that it was to the
east of this again, and nearer Chageh. I n this state
of doubt I put out my light on the evening of the
27th January, and I dreamt a,ll t h e night through
of Narus, Hamnns, and Piri Kaisars. If I could
only have remembered that dream I am sure it
would have been amusing if not instructive.
On the 28th, Sunday, we halted ; but i t mas by no
means a day of rest t o us, for we had to look at all
the provisions of the men, inspect their powder and
shot,-in fact, see that everything was ready. I n a
matt& of this sort it is not t h e very smallest use
trusting to a Baloch.. Before there was any possibility of anything having been got ready, Mahmud had
assured me in the most impressive manner that all
was prepared according to my order ; but when I came
to see with my own eyes I found there was still much
to be done. The arms were of a curious manufacture,
and only fit for a museum. A11 the firearms were
m~tchloclis of the most antiquated construction,
tbeir brlllets were in no single case spherical, though
attempts had evidently been made to produce this
shape. The powder, too, was of the coarsest description, and never would go off without a prolonged
preliminary phiz, that of itself would be fatal to
any steadiness of firing. However, as the whole
arrangemeuts mere of such a nature as to make
accuracy impossible, this was of less consequence.
After inspecting them all carefully, I next looked
at t'heir food arrangements, and these I found so
nnexpectedly complete that I took it as an ornen that'
they did not expect to get much to eat where we
were going.
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I then had another long conversation with the
guide, but elicited nothing more of importance, and
it was clear we must wait till we got further on
before we could hope to see our way clearly. In the
evening I went round and looked at all the camels
and their gear, and found them a very good lot, and
all fit for immediate service. I had been lucky
enough to get fifteen, and as two of the men and the
leaders had camels of their own, and we could monut
three more on our own camels, we were able to start
with all mounted, and thus would not be delayed by
footsore men.
The most intelligent inan I had was one Mirza, a
cousin of Mahmud's H e seemed naturally to take
the lead, and was a very fine, soldierly-loohng fellow,
much more like a Sikh in appearance than a Baloch.
H e amused me much by appearing with a guard of
four men at sundown, and asking for the ism-i-shab,
or watchword. I told him it was not necessary tonight, at all events, but as he insisted on it, I gave
him " Umid," i . e . , hope, as an appropriate one at the
beginning of our trip.

CHAPTER VI.
PANJGUR TO BUDU.

MONDAY,
the 29th January, found us fairly started
on our journey. Instead of going west, as I thought
we should, our guide led us north-west, but I soon
found it was a plant on his part to induce us t-o halt
a t a camp of nomads; I, of course, would not permit
of this, for though I had meant to make a short
march, this was rather too shoi-t. Going on, we
crossed the Soraf Khor, and then a stony plain much
intersected by ravines and covered with " pish "
bushes and " nadag " grass, and at ten miles came to
another Soraf ravine. But as the water here was
both salt and scarce, we went two miles on to a place
called Guria Shep, situated a mile or so south of the
west end of the range which bounds Panjgur on the
north. Here is a pool of rain water, some ten or
twelve yards in diameter, which they said never quite
dried up, and as a sign of this a small pile of stones
was erected to guide the traveller to the most probable find for water. W e arrived a little after elevell,
and had breakfast, but soon were put to flight I)y a
swarm of loathsome-loolung ticks, and had to leave
tlle shade wc had sought and taka to tho glaring
open.
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I n the evening, after my now daily tussle with tlie
guide, I went out and took a photograph of the hills
frorn this, and then amused myself sketching some of
OLW brave army.
They were not a very resenta able
lot, but I hoped they were better than they looked.
As a matter of course these savages regarded me with
some awe when they saw my camera obscura, not
being quite sure whether I was quite " canny."
30t7b, Tuesday.-Our march to-day lay for sixteen
miles in a west-by-north direction, between two
ridges running north-east and south-west, either over
light sandy soil or small gravel ; consequently we
could see but little of the country. However, I took
advantage of a halt to climb a neighbouriag hill, and
from there got a fair view. We seemed to be about
the middle of a series of ridges, all running north-east
and south-west, some only a few feet in height, others
of considerable elevation. To the north lay the true
range, called Koh-i-Sabz (green mountain), which
extends from nort h-west to nort h-east , apparently
about twenty miles off. This norther11 range may be
connected to the east with tlle range which is seen
fencing iu Panjgnr on the north, but 110 such counection is apparent, there being no hills far ont to the
north-east. Next to this range is the Pailjgnr ridge,
which has been WI-onglycalled I(o11-i-Sabz. This
decreases in heiglit to the west till it ends at the
junction of the Dashtak with tlle 12akshan. To the
south there are nullzerous low ridges, then far off
Iligller ones, called the Piinpislika and Sngarknud.
Our camp was pitched at n. place called I i a c l l ; ~just
,
below the junction of tlie Dnslltali wit11 the Drasparn,
two ~.nvines wliicll drain tlio tract between tlle
i~bo~~-l~l~lltiouo(Io
r:Lugos. 'I'l~csorivers joi~l~l~~Itilk-
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shan a t an angle of about GO0, and that river here
flowed in a direction 315", whence it seemed to turn
ro~zndgradually to the north towards the Tankh-iGrawag, tlle g:'ap of which is visible. Tho drainage
011 the west of the Rakshan also coines in from a
westerly direction, and two ravines, the Ligork
and Askan, here join it, the junction of the Mashkel
being, according to the guide, beyond a low ridge to
the north, called Dorud. The view from the hillabove
our camp a t a place callecl Muli Gitan on the Draspara Khor, was very pretty. On the left was seen
the Siahan ridge, dim in the far distance. Then
there was apparently a gap, which is actually hidden
by low hills, when the Koh-i-Stlbz rises up on the
right. Nearer than the other, aiid between both, are
one or two low brown ridges, while the plain is
studded with titrnarisk trees, and here and there
the glimmer of water in the pools of the river can
be seen.
Fearing we might run short of supplies, we despatched a man this morning with a llundred rupees
to Muhamm~ldShah to send us out twenty maunds of
flour and ten of clates, whicli, with what we had,
woulcl serve to carry us on for fifty days. I was induced to this Inore by the great uncertaiuty which
hangs over the country to be explored, tl1a11 because
I really thought we should require it all. I still
hoped about thirty days would see ns near Nushki,
but we had to provide against all contingencies. I
took tliree photographs tliis afternoon, one each of
the Sabz Boh and Siallan Koh, au;l another of a
curious hill called Darain, where the s:~nd llas been
piled up against tlic sontli side of the hill, probably
fro111 the bccl of tho Nalishun. It loolis very like
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Masson's description of the Rekh Ravan hill in
Afghanistan. Our camp was pitched just north of
the west end of the Band-i-Panjgur, a t the junction of
the Draspara and Dashtak ravines with the Rakshan.
On the west was the Koh-Daram, and a little south
of it the Ligork ravine came in from the west.
31st, Wed~zesday.-Our march on this day and that
before elicited some new information regarding the
country we had passed over. The fact is that no
one has before visited the tract between the head
of the Askan Khor, the easternmost point reached by
St. John north of the range dividing the drainage
of Mekran from that to the north, and Kalag, the
westernmost point explored by Lovett. Therefore
there are some errors in the drawing of the map
here, errors which, considerillg tlze ignorance and
stupidity of a11 Baloclles, I do not wonder at. First
of all, tlle latitude of Isai is placed too far to the
north, and Kalag bears from Isai 263"-48 miles
to Kuhali is nearly rightly placed,
distant. The
but has n more nortli direction than is shown, going
in fact in a line witli the westerniliost point of the
range north of Panjgur, called the Band-i-Panjgur,
wliicli extends from 260" to 80°, and runs along the
whole valley, on the nortli. Tliis range has been
named tlie Koli-i-Snbz, and so when I was in
Paujgur it was callcd to me, but my guide, who
coines froin Grawag, a hamlet just by the defile
(Ta~ilili)of that name, assured me that this name
is not rightly so alqdied, but is that of a range, the
foot of wliicll was still about twenty miles north.
over tlie I<nsllani Koli, I obWheu I was co~~iiilg
served tlint the I'a,n,jgur rnngc?, at its extreme west
end, scemecl to l)e a double range, but that north
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of Isai it looked single; and so it proved. From the
hill which I mentioned having climbed yesterday
on the march, I first saw this range clearly, and at
yesterday's camp, which was situated just north of
the westernmost point of the Band-i-Panjgur, it appeared rising considerably higher, and still cutting
off all views of the plains which we believed to exist
beyond. To-day I got on a hill close to it, and
found it to bear 110",thus forming an acute angle
with the Panjgur range, which bears 80". The
Dashtak ravine runs between these two ranges, and
joins the RaBshan just north of the latter; from
which point its head is said to be about fifty miles
off, in a water parting called Sham Lundu, a road
t o Washak, which is about twenty to thirty miles
further on, going along its bank. There appears
to be no ravine called Gmnilas, shown in the map,
but there is one called Draspara, which joins the
Dashtak just above its own junction with the
Rakshan.
The hills here, both on the east and west, seem
to preserve the general south-east and north-west
direction which all the ranges I have seen in Melcran
have ; and several ravines run in from the west.
Among these is the Aslian, wliich joins at a point where
a low ridge on the right bank, called Koh-i-sillg,
meets the river. St. John croased the head of this
ravine, ancl was doubtless informed that it ran into
the Mashkel direct. The usual road leads along the
bank of the Rakshan the whole way, but we had t o
turn away from that river, beyond the Sing ridge,
to avoid a place where the water was too deep to
admit of a pansage; and we crossed a low ridge and
then turned Fnck to the river. The point where we

PANJGUR TO BUDU.

119

thus left the river was where the Kuhak road turns
off. The Rakshan had now a great deal of water,
which formed a running stream with many deep
pools, and its bed was filled with " gaz " and
" kowar " trees, affording abundance of camel forage. There is also plenty of grass and fuel. On
arriving a t the Mashkel we found that, for Mekran,
it also had a considerable stream in its bed, and
this made it doubtful whether we should be able
to pass through the Tankh-i-Grawag defile. This
was a great nuisance, as it would necessitate our
maliiug a long detour to the west to get round it,
and thus delay us a day. I therefore halted in the
bed of the Maslil~elto gain further information, a
proceehng which, according to Haji Abdull Nabbi,
is the height of folly, for he says the Baloches have
a saying that tlle Mashkel is so subject to sudden
rises that any one who stops in its bed, even to tie
his shoe, deserves to be a cuckold.
The bed of the Maslikel at the junction with the
Rakshan is t h e e hundred yards broad, with a
pebbly bottom, scantily covered with tamarisk. I t s
nortliern bank is formed of a broken cliff of conglomerate, but the southern is low and sandy. It
has a, stream of running water, fifty yards broad and
under a foot deep. Fuel, grass, and camel forage
are very plentiful.
Immediately :~fterarriving we climbed a hill above
tlie left bank, and got a, good view of tlle course of the
two rivers, and also of the entrance to the Tenkh-iGrawag. Of these, and of tlie Siahan Koh, I took
photographs, and in the evening I got a sketch of
tlie latter from the bed of the river. This range
docs not differ from many I have seen in Persia ;
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viewed sideways, there is a glacis of stone and
shingle running up a t an easy slope to nearly the
top, whence the ridge starts up abruptly into a
thousand rugged peaks, making it absolutely impracticable along its whole length. It is also a
peculiarity of the Mekran hills, that as long as you
keep to the regular paths, the roads are quite
easy, but the ridges themselves are everywhere else
quite impracticable. From this point we got a view
of the village of Grawag, which consists of a few
huts and date trees, situated under precipitous
cliffs, just at the entrance of the Tank, to which
it gives its name.
My guide amused me much by his conversation
to-day. Like a11 Baloches, he is deliciously simple
in his ideas, and has none of the Eastern habit of
putting things sweetly. When I was stooping down
t o get the slide for my camera, he looked at me
and remarked, " W h y do you have your trousers so
tight ? " I laughed, and said I thought they were
very loose. " Loose !" he replied, " I thought they
would split ; mine are loose, if you like," holding
out his to his side. Next thing he said was, " Now
I have shown you my country, you must show me
yours." " Very well," I replied; "but that would not
be a fair exchange, there is nothing to see here, where
there is nothing but stones; my country is one large
gnrrlen." " I s it ? " said h e ; and then turning to
the men, he repeated, " His country is all a garden,
{late trees every~vhere." I protested that there were
no date trees. " No date trees ! whew I " and he
loolied as if he thought a country without date trees
could not be much worth seeing.
Coming along to-day I noticed that many of the
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"pish" bushes had a stalk growing out of their
centre, on which were a number of round black
berries. These are called Kunar, and are eaten by
the Baloches. They have a large stone in them, and
taste very insipid, but something like a date.
I n the evening I had my usual innings with the
guide, and settled that as the road through the Taukhi-Grawag was not practicable for camels, Lockwood
should take all these and the baggage round by a
route which turns the defile, while I went with a few
men on foot and climbed the hills by a break-neck
path. This would enable me to see whether a road
could not be made through the defile, above the high
water line. As some of my brave army had " friends "
beyond the Persian border, which was close at hand,
I was to take these with me in order to prevent
the possibility of their falling in with their enemies.
Loclcwood was rather apprehensive t h : ~ tthis would
leave me at their mercy; but a calm view showed me
that I need fear nothing, as it could not be their
interest to harm me; "besides," I said, "my boy, Ishall
have my claymore and revolver, and unless I am
taken unawares, I think a Macgregor on the hillside
ought to make something of four or five Baloches."
I gradually took sketclies of each of my brave army,
most of which I have since lost. This is a pity, as
they made very queer pictures. Some really were
quite ruffians, and others looked it. Their habits were
anything but soldierly, auci they tlionght nothing of
firing off tlieir matchloclis at ally momeut ; bnt I
tried to put a stop to this. To-day, just as we were
bathing, we heard n shot fired; nntl tlleil shrieks as if
a man was being murdered; as soon as I could get on
some clothes I went out, only to sce a laare running for
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its Life with half-a-dozen wild Baloches shrieking after
it. Lockwood thought we were attacked, and had run
out with his rifle regardless of appearances. Certainly
one trait of tlle Baloches is their intense avariciousness.
If yon give them anything, they unblushingly ask for
something more. The fate of my presentto Muhammad
Shah has already been mentioned. Again, some days
ago, I gave Muhammad my gun, and he came to
Lockwood to-day to ask what it was worth; and
lastly, I gave the guide a capital clasp knife; he took
it, never said thank you, but remarked to his "rafik"
(companion), " I t has neither got a sheath nor a sling."
Whenever you ask a Baloch to do anything for you, he
invariably says, "What will you give me?" The other
day one of my paid escort wanted payment for coming
to the top of a hill with me !
1st Febriccwy, TI~r~rstdn~1.-~avin6..-Hang seen Lockwood
start, I departed for the Tankh. W e first had to round
the low ridge which I climbed yesterday, and then
we entered the defile. At the point where it makes its
first turn is a srnall patch of cultivation with a few
date trees, which gives its name, " Grawag," to the
defile. This is simply composed of the bed of the
&Iashliel river, which twists and turns about to find
itself a way through the Sabz Koh. As the water was
very high, the road was in many places nearly impracticable, from tile river having to be frequently
forded; but when the water is low the roadway mufit
he good. The surrounding heights are very steep and
impracticable, aucl no doubt an intelligent enemy
could reniler a very efficient opposition to a force
threadiug this defile; but though a11 advance might of
course be delayed, it coultl not be stayed, as tliere are
several paths by which the various positiolzs take11 up
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could be turned, and also a road by which the same
result could be achieved as regards the whole defile.
I took two sketches on the defile, one near the south
entrance, which gives a good idea of how the hills
interlace and dovetail into each other; the other of a
very curious hill called Supta or Sukhta Koh7 met
with near the north entrance, where the strata are
~lpheavedso as to be standing end on, each little
peak of the hill being actually the end of a stratum.
The defile is about six miles long, and water is probably always abundant throughout its whole length.
While we were in tlie defile, I once saw two men
perched on a hill just above us, and as I thought that
might mean mischief, I made the guide call and
find oat who they were; but they proved to be two
of our own men wllo had preceded us out shooting.
They came into camp soon after us, and said they had
fired two shots at an oorial, but had missed.
On emerging from the defile, the Sialian Koh burst
upon us, the whole extent of the ridge being visible.
It is higher than the other ridges, but is i11 no other
respect different, presenting the same bare, uninviting
appearance, and tlie same impracticability. From west
to east there appear to be only t v o patlis over it, one
called tlle 12ag, where a curious vein of white clay runs
up the hill side, which, liowever,is l~assablefor footmen;
and the othcr to tlle east, which is just practicable for
camels. Tllere are no signs of habitations along its
foot from one end t o tlle otller, tliough it is said there
are about one hundred fainilics of Ealoches who take
from it their names of Sishaniss. Between the Sabz
Koh and Sinhsn, there is a long stretch of high
ground, which slopes rapidly to tlle Mashkel,
three miles to the left are trees wllicll mark the site

of a deserted hamlet called Tnmp, which had some
cnltivatio~watered by 'karez. Looking at the Siahan
from the south, below the rugged summit of the
range is a slope which ends in a scarp. This is composed of white clay with a layer of brown saddstone
on the top, and it has been much cut up by water, so
that at a distance the dark lines of the stone, broken
a t intervals by ravines, have exactly the appearance
presented by the caves of the houses of one of the
villages on the hill sides in Kurdistan. This stretched
for several miles, and looked just as if there were an
enormous cave village extending along the base of
the hill.
From the defile our path took us over a stony plain.
At three miles we passed a road from Kuhak to
Kharsn, and at four reached the bank of the Mashliel,
which had been running close to the right. 011
arrival the guide pointed out a snug bit of high
ground with many tamarisk trees, affording a grateful
shade, and suggested' it as a camping-ground, adding
i n peculiar idiom, " If you will be friends with it."
I arrived a t 1.30, though I had stopped for nearly an
hour and a half cn the defile to sketch; but no signs
of Locktvood were apparent.
After, therefore, making sure from Mirza tliat there
was no chance of any llostile individuals being about,
I caused several of the trees to be set ablaze to
picle him to us. After waiting in vain for five hours,
alld thinking he must have halted somewliere else, he
appeared just as it was getting dark, having made a
marc11 of thirty miles to co~noto the same spot I
hail reacheil in eleven. H e had been, moreover,
nlucli delayed by the necessity of keeping his people
together, a necessity which they did not al)l)reciate,
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and after all managed to evade, as it was found that
an African servant of mine, called I)osha~uba, i.e.,
" Monday," had been lost, and Mir Mallmud and his
brother llatll gone in search of him. Ou t11e way,
when near my bivouac, he noticod some inen sliulliing
along on the flank, and on pointiug them out, some
of our men went in pursuit, ant1 succeeded ere loug
in bringing four individuals, who, however, proved to
be friends, three being Siahanis, and one, their leader,
a Reki and a relation of our guide. They said tliey
were going to join Azad Khaa, it being no use to
continue enemies with him, as he had destroyed so
many of them. However, they were advised by the
guide not to trust themselves to his mercy, and the
following morning they went back to their hills, promising to bring us some sheep at our next camp.
Lockwood's road, for the first eight and a half
miles, went in a westerly direction, four miles of it up
the bed of the Mashkel, and then between low hills.
At eight and a half miles it entered the Gazinda
ravine, and turned north-west, winding through it for
five and a half miles, when it left it and entered
ailother watercourse amongst low hills, in which it
wound about for some two miles, when it issued on a
l ~ i g hplateau, sloping to the south a t tlie foot of the
Sial~anKoh, and between tlleiii and the hills round
the Tank11 defile. It then entered the Tulnp ravine,
which runs west by north, and continuing in i t for
four miles, got out on to the open plain which slopes
down to tlie Mashkel. The Gazinda ravine mentioned above was in places only three yards broad
at the bottom, n~idliad perl3endicnlar sides of conglomerate fifty fect high. 'I'lic whole of this road was
ovcr slo~lc aud g ~ i t ~llic
~ l ;l~ills and s~urrol~ncling
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country were perfectly desolate, with no inhabitants,
iind there was no water after leaving the Mashkel.
As the missing Doshamba had not arrived late last
night, I sent some of the men after him with food,
and we lit fires to show them the way to our
bivouac.
On the morning of the 2nd none of the absent ones
had arrived, and though I got up and prepared for the
march, I had to abandon the intention. The upshot
was that they put in an appearance about two or
three in the afternoon, Mr. Monday having been
found wandering listlessly in an aimless manner. H e
was discovered by the Mu1 a, and from what I heard, I
made out that Mir Mahmud had quietly gone off and
passed the night at Kuhak, though he declared he did
not. Certriinly he had no signs of having spent the
evening in the open, and I was really very angry at the
loss of a whole day which had been caused. I, however, dissembled, and gave Mallmud to understand I
had passed sleepless hours thinking of him. The
fact was he had already shown signs of a mulish disposition, but as we were actually more or less in his
power, we had to try and keep him contented. Not
that he was of much use, but as his was the influence
which brought the Inen together, without him they
wo~ildprobably not come on at all. I n fact, he was the
string with vhich I lind to keep my bundle of faggots
together. The best innn we had got apparently was
Mirza IChnn, who was not only very intelligent, bnt
always reacly to do anything, even to slloeing one's
horses. The Inen also seemed very quiet, willing,
and reacly to help.
We spent nl-)out t11c most miscrn1)le (lay wo I~avo
had, tile w i d 1)lowiug Lho light, il~ll);i,Ip;tt)lulust illto
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olouds, and covering everything an inch thick. And
to add to the enjoyment of the scene, I had a return
of fever. In the afternoon, as there were signs of
rain, we changed our camp to some higher ground,
and we had hardly done so when it came on to pour.
I had time to get my things and the servants'
bedding into the tent, but they, poor devils, got a
drenching. The wind blew cold and piercing all the
night, and so I made my servants come and sleep in
my tent, a boon which their sonorous snores showed
they fully appreciated.
I n the evening, I had my nsnal talk with tlie
guide. I had by this time gone over the routes to
the north so often with him that I had a fair idea
now of the relative position of places, though it was
difficult to get more than a very approxiniate notion
of their actual site. The reason of this was because
the B ~ ~ l o clias
h no measure of distauce except a day's
march, and as this is very expansive, varying from
twelve to forty miles, it is difficult to form any satisfactory idea of distances. I, however, discovered that
they do make some difference iu their marches, and
reckon that three laden camel marches equal one
riding camel march. The rain last night made it
doubtful whether we aliould be able to get through
the Tankh-i-Zorati, which w : ~ ssaid to be m11cli more
difficult than that of Grawag. I, however, cleter~ninedto go through it myself on foot, as it was
necessary for mo t o flee it in order to judge how far
it would be possible to make a road that would be
above the water line.
,
As tlhe glace 011 which we spent this most delightful day (lid not rc:joicc in a nnlllo, wc set ourselves tlo
i l l v ~ ~om.
l t 1sngg(:stod it sl~oultl c;~llcd l)oslli~lllba
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Gum " (Lost Monday), but Lockwood improved on
this by proposing its name shonld be Bad-i-Shaitan
(Satanic Wind), both of which conveyed impressions
of our feeliiigs on tlie day in question, Lockwood being
tlle more annoyed by the wind, I by the delay causecl
by the loss of Monday. However, we fiually rejected
tlie latter as calculated, if translated, to shock polite
ears, and adopted the first; but any future explorer
in these parts need not, of course, expect to find his
guide h o ~ v the
s name of Dosharnba Gum.
31.d Feb?.lic~~.y.-To-claywas our second day without any meat. I do not record this fact as the
commencement of a pile of agony to enlist the
reader's sympathies,-after the fashion of gentlemen
lost on a desert island : " To-day we eat our last
biscuit,"-but simply as an interesting fact ; unless
in the cause of our explorations we discovered
some oasis, it did not seem Likely we should get
any more meat for a month a t least.
The march to-day lay first over a hard stony
plain, and then through ridges of clay hillocks.
The plain all drained north to the Mashkel, and
was quite bare, except where some trees marked
the site of a deserted village called Gariok. The
clay ridges we passed through are offshoots of the
Sabz Koh, and, from the constant action of water,
have assumed the most fantastic shapes imaginable,
some resembling a mushroom, others a roof, a hat,
a tower, etc. The accompanying sketch gives a fair
idea of them, and, strange as they appear, they are
really exact copies of one part of a ravine we passed.
I fancy that formerly there was a loug slope of clay
from the Koh-i-Sabz to the river, both of which
were probaljly a t i L much higher lovcl th;m tlley
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are now, and the drainage has gradually cut deep
beds for itself, which form the present ravines,
while the water, acting on the dissoluble clay, has
cut all this away in parts, leaving hills of the
above fastastic shapes standing on some harder
stratum. The wind continued to blow all day, and
as the whole plain and river-bed is covered with
a light soil, which forms into an impalpable dust,
the air became quite loaded with it, carrying a
haze, through which the country we were traversing was only dimly visible. W e made seventeen
miles to-day, and pulled up on the bank of the
river Mashkel, as the guide said there was no more
water for many miles. We got a nice high place
for our tents, which raised us above the ravine ;
but the men did not appreciate the position,
and said it was too cold, so they ensconced themselves in a deep ravinelet close by, where the wind
blew harmlessly over their heads; and, as they had
an unlimited supply of firewood, they were pretty
comfortable.
They were very nasty fellows to manage, and often
said and performed most impertinent things ; but
as long as they did what I wanted, i.e., gave me
the moral advantage derived from their presence,
I was satisfied. Besides, with such savages it
was not always easy to see whether they meant
rudeness, or were oilly ignorant.
Our march to-(lay took us very much east, and as
the Tankh-i-Zorati, the defile by whicll the R4ashkel
leaves the hills, is still some miles off, tliis will malre
a tlifference in the delineation of tliis river froin that
shown on thc 1n:Lps. Our bivouac had no name, but
it wax ~it~u-~tecl
close to tlie Mt~sllltol,which here had
9
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a stream twenty yards broad and about one foot deep.
There was an abundance of grass, fuel, and camel
forage about.
4th, Szi~zdny.-From our camp of yesterday, which
has no name, our road to-day first went a little way
up a considerable ravine, called Buzurg Gaz, and
then, crossing a low ridge of clay, we regained
the river by another ravine, called Zani. From this
we kept to the river, crossing from side to side very
often, till about three hours after we started we
reached the entrance of the defile, called Tankh-iZorati. Of this time we halted twenty-five minutes
to let the baggage close up, the boulders on the
bed of the river making it very difficult travelling
for camels, so that the distance was not more than
eight and a half miles. I n the defile the road
winds about with the turnings of the river, which
it crosses and recrosses several times, and when
the river is low the roadway must be quite easy,
though very stony. When, however, the river is
up, the fords .become quite impracticable, and it
would be difficult even for a foot-man to get along
by keeping to one bank. The heights on both
sides are very steep and rugged, and are composed
of sandstone rock, the strata of which is upheaved
straight on end. The deiile is of course eminently
defensible; in fact, it is of that nature that it would
be described by a non-military traveller as a place
where a few men could stay thousands. But the
fact is that, like most defiles through rugged hills,
while it would present, an almost unforcible obstacle
to a front attack, yet it is very open to be turned
both as a whole and in detail ; so thnt, unlegs defended by an intelligent enemy, it woulci not detain
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well-commanded troops a single day. A road could
no doubt be made along the foot of the hills,
above the water-line, but it would have to be almost
entirely over rock,-of
easy fracture, however. I
should be inclined to doubt its ever being really
impracticable except during floods, and these always
run off pretty quick. One of the difficulties of the road
is the presence of quicksands, and therefore every
crossing would have to be carefully examined before
animals were committed to it. Just at the exit of
the pass there is a long deep pool, which stays
the direct road along the banli of the river; but
there is an easy path leading up a little gully,
west by north, to the left from this spot, which
avoids it,. The defile is shut in by hills the whole
way, which rise in perpendicular cliffs of some two
hundred feet in height on either side. The breadth
is nowhere very confined, being generally about one
hundred and fifty yards, and not going lower than
eighty yards. There are no indications of any very
high rise of the water, but if this were to happen to the
extent of twenty feet it would be quite snfficient to
block the defile altogether. Coming into the bed
again, we saw that it still had a considerable jungle
of " gaz " and '' Bowar,"-a welconle sign to us, who
could not have gone on if cmnel forage had failed.
e r shade
After we had got in, I put illy rug ~ ~ n d the
of a " kowar " tree, and sevei-nl men of my brave
army presently came round me. Among them their
lacltadaisical chief, ~vhois a cli:tracter, though an
utterly imbecile one, who said he wished to speak
to me, and lie began without furtller ado. What
followcd is n specimen of what I had often to listen
to :ts patiently : ~ ifs I was catching pearls of wisdom.
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began Mahmud, in a drawling lackadaisical
voice, "1 am a Baloch, and though I am no one,
my father was some one. H e was chief of his
own country till the Kajars took it, and now we
are not much. This is what is called fate. Now,
Sahib, g i ~ eme your ear, remember what I say."
" I am all attention," said I meekly.
l 1 Well, this."
he continued, bending over to me confidentially, and
assuming a mysterious air, l' this is perhaps tlie
most dangerous country in Iran or in Turan, nay,
more, in the world. I am a Baloch, and I say
it." " Never mind," replied I, smiling, " I will
take care of yon; as long as you are with me no
harm sl.1a11 come to you." This rather took him
aback; he evidently thought to frighten me, in order
to make his services appear of more value. However, he said, " Truly your luck is great." " Yes,"
I rejoined, " m y luck is good." l 1 Or else," put in
the guide, in his quaint, shrewd manner, "we should
not have got through the Tankh-i-Zorati as easily
as we have." l C Yes," I said, l 1 you see what it
is to be mitl.1 me ; everything has gone right, and
you will find everything will do so till I dismiss
you all with a present." I trust the reader will not
put these remarks down to swagger on my part.
I am very fortunate as a rule, and a great believer in
luck, but, of course, except with these people I
would not talk in this way. With them, however,
it was different; they were very ignorant, and easily
moved by signs of good luck or bad, and I tliought
it sound policy to impress on them tliat I was born
under an auspicious star.
I can't, Hay I t811inlt t1lel.c is anything very likeable
allout these people. Some aavagea are po~sewedof
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fine qualities, but I could discover none among them.
Perhaps it is that their ignorant and insolent avarice
prejudices me, but i t certainly is a fact they were the
most greedy wretches I had ever met.
We were now north of the range which bounds the
desert on the south, but we could as yet get no view
to the north. The day was very hazy, and beyond
us all the country was shut off by more of the abovedescribed clay ridges. W e were now very near
Pottinger's road, as lie must have crossed our line
about lat. 27' 4 0 . Tlle interesting question at that
time for us was, Where is Pottinger's Budur ? W e
had, of course, finally settled that it does not run
through tlla " Tank11 " to the Dasht, as he supposed.
But where does it go ? H e says he came to a river
bed, called the Budur, at least a quarter of a mile
wide, which he supposed forced its way south through
a " Tankh," which must be the one we came through
to-day. H e asserts, moreover, he went up its bed for
five miles, and that he was told it went to Garmsel,
-two courses which are clearly irreconcilable. Our
supposition was that tlie river he calls Budur is the
Mashkel, and that he really went down its bed. It
may seem clifficult to understand how one could go
down the bed of a river for five iniles and think he
W;LS g o i ~ ~up
g it, l ) ~ l tto those who have seen the
drainage betls of these conutries it will not appear in
the least iinl?robable, especii~llywhen it is remembered
tllnt Pottinger innst have been ignorant of the geogr:~phyof tllc? comltry througll ~vlliclihe was goiug ;
and our view was strengthened into a coilviction from
the gnidc 11:~villgtold us, witllout any questioning on
my part, of n 131:xce cnllcd Butlnr on the bed of the
1.ive1.. The h1ashliel at the point wliere me halted
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was from a quarter to half a mile broad, with a
pebbly bed covered with thin tamarisk jungle. The
latter is shut in on both sides by high cliffs of conglomerate, which diminished in height towards the
end of our march. The country above was quite flat,
with a gentle northerly slope, and covered with small
black gravel. The whole bed showed signs of having
been recently covered with water. During the first
part of the march there was a rivulet some twenty
yards broad by one foot deep, but towards the end the
stream got much smaller, and at our halting-place
there was only a large pool.
5t74 Monday.-Our
march to-day was nearly all
on the bed of the Mashkel, which continued to run
between cliffs, fifty to one hundred feet high, of conglomerate. The distance was seventeen miles, and
it was with difficulty we induced the guide to come
on so far. The cliffs form the edge of the desert,
which is a t a much higher level than the bed.
This difference in level, however, decreased rapidly
towards the end of the march, when it was not
more than forty feet. At about the twelfth mile, the
water in the bed ceased to flow above, though the
pools n-ere evidently replenished from below, and trees
began very sensibly to thin, till, when we reached
our stage, a dozen tamarisk was all that remained of
the usual dense verdure we hacl been accnstomeil to
find in tlie Meliran ravines. Here there is very little
camel forage, but there is abundance of fuel in the
bed of the river. W e were now well out into the
desert. On either hand, as far as the eye could see,
was a dreary stony plain, withont a leaf or a sign of
Life. I took bearings from this point to the Tankh,
195"; to the Tankh-j-Tlnri, 165"; to the furthest visible
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point of the Siahan ridge, 1220; whilst the river now
turned decidedly north. The Tankh-i-Lori is a point
where a stream called the Bibi Lori, which rises
north of the Band-i-Panjgur, brealrs through the hills
into the desert, wheu it runs probably nearly parallel
with the Mashkel, till, gradually nearing it, it joins
a few miles ahead of our camp to-day. This was
formed a t a point on the river called Mian Rud, a
name given to au island of conglomerate, which,
rising on the bed, causes the river to divide into
branches to pass the obstacle.
Gtlt, Tuesday.-Crossing
the dry river bed below
the junction of the two arms which form the island
called Mian Rud, we ascended on to the high land
above the river, and went over small blaclr gravel for
an hour and a quarter. We then descended over
l~eavysand, into the bed of the river, and, passing an
old camp of that determined raider, Azad Khan, came
in one and a half miles to the junction of the Bibi
Lori ravine. This, which has a bed some four
hundred yards broad, takes its rise in the north face
of the Band-i-Pailjgur, and is the only stream the
waters of whicll ever reach the Mashkel. Along its
bank there is a road to Panjgur, which is practicable
for camels, and wllich is shorter than the one by
which we hacl come. I regret I did not know this
hcfore, or I would Ilave sent Captain Locliwood l)y it
to meet me at t1hisspot ; but of conrse, ns it happened,
this was impossible. A mile or so beyond this we
came to a si~il(1ridge, called B I I ~ Uwhence
,
there is a
roar1 to I<haraal. This place must llndoubtedly be
t,lint which let1 Pottinger to c:dl tlie river Bndur, as,
accorcling to our reclioning, lie must have crossed the
river just at this poiilt. If lio llad crossed to the south,
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he would have seen the bed of the Bibi Lori, which
he does not mention, w h l e the heavy ridges of sand
make i t very improbable t h a t he could have gone
t o the north. The river a t this point answers very
much to the description Pottinger gave of it, and,
putting myself i n his place almost on the same spot
he must have recorded the observation, I came to
the conclusion that his mistake about the course of
the river was not only possible, but a very natural
one under the circumstances, and if due weight is
given to the fact that he knew nothing of the
geography of the country beforehand.
Frorn this we went over ridges of heavy sand above
the river-bed for three miles, when we again descended into the bed, and the baggage and army
being now very much behind, I halted for it to come
up. After waiting half a,n hour, all had arrived but
Mahmud and a Sowar or two, so, getting on my
horse, I told the guide to go on. There were now
signs of incipient mutiny. I heard a voice say,
" Don't go." But as I did not see who it was I
thought it better not to notice it. The guide, however, went on, but most of the rnen remained, aud I
found the leader of this mutiny was Gholam Rasul,
1CIahmucl's brother. This want of all hold over my
men was one of my principal difficulties, and I had to
be very careful in managing them, not to give in to
them too much, yet not to be too exacting. MY
system was always to think very carefully before
giving any order, to give np wishing for, and consequently ordering, any matter of small cor~sequence,
because the effect of n, trifling command being disobeyed would be as bad as if the matter were important.
But vhen necessary. I gave my orders to Mallmud or
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Mirza, and they had them carried out. Thus, though
every minute of the day these men were doing things
which jarred on my military feelings, I took no notice.
I left them to themselves as far as possible. This
system had succeeded so far, but now it seemed as
if a storm was about to burst. After our arrival
in camp, Mahmud came into my tent. H e was
evidently very angry, and entered in the most
ceremonious manner, as if he had a painful duty to
perform. I therefore quickly motioned him to a place.
H e then began talking in a wild, rambling way of
the services he had performed, as a preliminary to
what was to follow. As, however, I did not know
what he was likely to say, I thought it best to make
no remark, but to watch him and think what had
best be replied as lie went on. H e evidently did not
like the operation, and as I answered nothing, but
kept my eye steadily on him, he began to quail
and wander, till at last, when he fairly got off the
rails, 1 seized the opportunity to turn the drift of the
conversation altogether. H e had remarked sornething about not linowing where we were going, so I
said, " I know you don't know where we are going ;
but that is only because I don't linow. I told you
that all tliis country was totally unknown to me. It
is because I really am not certain of the tlirection of
places that I have not been able to settle where to go to.
But now yon are here, I an1 very glad, as I shall be
able to have your advice. You see, Nur Muhammad
says Naru is to the north-north west, and Zirreh to
north-west, while the H:~mun of the Mnshkel is to
the west," s u d 80 on, till Mr. Mahinud was plunging
illt1o t l ~ cillidtllr of a qonginiro of geogmphicnl snp]~osit~ion,
qnitc pleasctl witll 11;s nwil iiitrlligel~ce,allcl
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the rising storm was averted. Our camp to-day was
at a place called Nallaf, where there was abundance
of water, fuel, and a sufficiency of camel forage.
The river bed, which, from Chekulu to the Lori, had
been stony and very thinly sprinkled with trees, now
became again sandy and densely wooded. The high
cliffs of conglomerate also had entirely ceased, and
their place was now taken by ridges of sandhills,
which stretched as far as the eye could reach.

CHAPTER VII.
REKH BOREDA TO SHANDAK.

7t7b, Wednesday. -The

road to-day went for five
miles along the left bank, keeping between the bed,
which is here fully half a mile broad, and the sandhills, and winding through pretty thick tamarisk
jungle, which made it difficult to see where we were
going, and necessitated our scrambling on to the
top of the sandhills from time to time to get
bearings. W e then arrived at a place called Rekh
Boreda, where the sand had encroached on the riverbed, and had obliterated all trace of a road. The
guide, therefore, took to the sandhills on the left, and
we floundered about among them for an hour, not
making more than two miles in that time. Nur
Muhammad gave as his reason for not keeping below,
that the bed where wet formed dangerous quicksands, which made it impossible to cross to the right
bank. However, we then got down below, after I had
taken a couple of photographs, one of the sandy
desert, another of the bed of the Mashkel a t this
point. I only hope they will convey some idea to tile
reader, as no description of mine could do justice to
the scene of utter desolation presented by the miles
of thirsty sand lieapswl~ichstret,clled before us.
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The road after this led through the same sort of
ground as the first part of the march; we had to keep
the left bank of the river, just along the edge of the
sand, auci in nine miles we reached a halting-place
called Rekh Farang, because, said Nur llfahomed,
some Faringi had once halted there. Who this
Faringi could have been I could not conceive, but
it was curious to find a tradition to this effect. It
was not improbably some reminiscence of Pottinger's
visit.
The behaviour of Mahmud was much improved
to-day. H e smirked encouragingly to me, and took
notice of Lockwood in a kind manner; but he smiled,
I think, most at himself. The fact was he was pleased
with himself; he had come into my tent yesterday
like a lion and gone out like a lamb, and he attributed
this to his own cleverness. The total distance we
got over to-day was about sixteen miles. At Rekh
Farang we found plenty of water in pools in the river
bed, and abundance of grass, fuel, and camel forage
everywhere. On the sandhills passed there grew a
species of tamarisk which they called "Ta Gaz," and
which the camels eat greedily, and our horses did not
a t all disdain.
Our next stage was to a place Nur Muhammadcalled
Mninlm, from wliich he said two roads go to the
point which we marked on our maps F. P., or furthest
point, and which we proposecl to name Ja-i-Maksud,
i . e . , the place of our hope. One of these roads was
said to go by Gorani and Talab to Zirueh, and to be
twelve long marches, at all of which, except three,
there was water, but in most cases it was said to be
salt; foi-age for camel8 was prononnce(1 to be scarce.
This rontle goes for a considerable clistance west
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before it turns north, and i t was said to be somewhat dangerous, being exposed to the raids of the
Sarhaddis, and it had also to go through Persian
territory. The other road was said to be in every
respect better, leading in five stages to Naru, a
district where water and camel forage was plentiful,
and where some supplies could be procured. The
guide also considered it best because it was safer,
and we could leave some of the camels there to
recruit, while we went on with the best with light
loads ; and finally there was no doubt about its being
on Kalat territory, to which we had hitherto confined
ourselves. Still I mnch wished to go by both routes.
Tllis, however, was quite impossible, as we had only
one guide, and it seemed to me to start a party in
such a desert to find its way even for three days,
would simply be to condemn it to death. One might
steer by the compass, and I should have had no fear
of not turning up somewhere near the right point;
but to do this we sliould have to carry water for the
whole distance, an undertaking which was simply out
of the question with our present animals, one of
which, as if to warn me not to demand too much
from the rest, had just had to be abandoned, being
unable to move another step.
I n the evening Nur Mlthammad came to have the
terms on which lie was to proceed with me settled.
I llad not clone SO before, as I understood from
Mallmuii that he had arranged everything with him;
but now I fo~iiidt,l~at,like most other statements of
this " trutli-loviiig " Baloch, this was untrue. I had
no wish to quarrel with tlle guide;, to do so wollld
11:1,vc1)son 111ort: itliotic t l ~ a nt,o 11nve qnarrclled with
f tJie eve of :L g1*;1~(1
c~itertaiiiinent; and
your r ~ l ~ von
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therefore Mr. Muhammad found me very willing to
Listen to his requests. At t h e same time I had to be
careful not to seem to yield too readily, as the old
fox would very soon have understood, and doubled
his demands. Finally, we came to terms, and I
agreed to give him three rupees a day for the trip,
except the bit to Zirreh, which was to be four rupees.
These terms are high, certainly, but considering
nearly the whole success of the expedition depended
on this man remaining faithful, I thought the money
wonld be well expended.
After he had gone, I spent half an hour in keeping Mahmud in a good temper, by making a show
of asking his advice. H e was much pleased, and
drawled on for a quarter of an hour some twaddle
about what he thought we should do. As I did
not listen, I cannot give the reader the benefit of
his sage remarks. To have seriously appealed to
Mahmud for advice would have been absurd, and
whenever I really wanted an intelligent opinion I
asked Mirza, the only truly sharp fellow in the
batch. During the conversation, another difficulty,
which threatened to be serious, cropped up. I mentioned that I proposed to return by Cliageh and
Nnshki, when Mahrnnd informed me he would not
go there, as he had a blood feud with Snrfaraz Khan,
the chief of the former village. It appears that long
ago Sarfaraz's ancestor rnade a raid on Sib, and killed
some of Mahmud's progenitors. 011 this the latter
retaliated and liillcd Pasand Khan, Sarfaraz's grandfather, and sixteen of his people. Consequently it
mas Sarfaraz's turn now, and Mirza thought that he
woulrl not let such a cliance slip; lie confessed he
would not himself lose such : ~ nopportilnity, and he
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saw no reason why Sarfarae should be more ineroiful.
This was really very serious, as i t might have caused
Mahmud to leave me at a critical part of the route, and
before I co~zldget arrangements made with any other
responsible party to take me on. I, however, told them
that I would think the matter over, and they agreed
with me, there was no irninediate necessity to come
to any resolution, which could be better done when
we reached Naru, where we should learn how the
wind lay; and if the worst came to the worst, I hoped
to be able to induce some of the men who had no
feud with Sarfaraz to go on through Chageh, while
another party travelled south-east before getting
there, and made for Sarawan, thus avoiding it
altogether. I foresaw that in one respect the contretemps might turn out fortunate, as it would afford
a very s ~ f i c i e n treason for our wishing to go in two
different directions.
To-day, we were lucky enough to get a couple
of teal, which were a great additioll to our meal,
we having been now for some days withont meat.
Lockwood told me that when he shot the teal a
scene something like that depicted in Punch occurred ; both he and Mahlnud fired simultaneously,
and one said, "My bird I thinlr, sir," the other,
"Mine I fancy, sir." The point of honour was
never settled, but wo eat it-a far more important
matter.
8 t l ~ , T I ~ ~ ~ ~ s d a g . - L nnight
st
was very cold ; the
thermometer went down to 18",and a11 the water in
our skin bags was frozen; but, thanks to my plenteous
wraps, I did not feel or even know how cold it had
got, till the moruing. Luclrily there was any amount
of filol, nnd so tho Inen kept up roariug fires all
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night, and did not complain of the frost. The cold
made us later in getting off, as it would have been
cruel, not to say useless, to have expected them to
leave their fires till the sun had risen high enough
to warm them a bit. The road went all the way
for sixteen miles over sand, which was a t times
extremely heavy going for the horses, though it
suited the camels exactly. The bed of the river
was now entirely sand, and so I was not surprised
to find that very little water remained in its bed
beyond our last night's camp, though abundance
could he procured almost anywhere by digging. At
three miles we came to seven curious pillars of
mud, erected on the left bank of the river, to the
memory of some heroes who had been killed many
years ago in a raid on the Naruis. It speaks
volumes for the dryness of this climate that these
structures, which sery little rain would wash away,
are still standing. The place which is called Nilan
marks the point where roads go to Jalk and to
Chageh.
Not long after our arrival in camp, and just as
I was bathing, a false alarm occurred. Mirza, jumping on to his horse with great alacrity, galloped to
the front, and certainly the way the men swarmed
out to his support was a good omen of what they
would do if we had been unfortunate enough to
have to sustain a real attack. I hoped, however,
that this would not happen, as whichever way
fight went woi~ld be bad for us. Whether we
won or lost, our road onward wo11lil probably be
blocked, and if we should happen t o kill one
the enemy we sl~oulclhave t1.1~wliole tribe tiotlrn
1
on us. IIllerefore,
while there was yet tin=, I
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warned the men as to what must be their line of
conduct if attacked. I sent a party out in the
eveniug with Mirza, to get on to the surrounding
hilloclis, and search the country round with the
telescope I gave him, for signs of lurking foes; but
none were reported. W e reached a point at twelve
miles where the river divides into two branches,
one of which, running in a direction of 280". is called
Ragab, the other, from 335", being known as the'
JIairum. Both these go on separately for two days'
further on, when they are lost in the Hrtmun to the
west. W e went between these ravines, but, inclining
towards the former, ended our march of sixteen
miles near a pool on its bank. Here we found a
snug spot, where some sandhills cut off our tents
and fires horn all probability of being seen to the
front, while they formed excellent points of observation. The day was extremely hot, and this, after
the great cold last night, knocked myman h1uhammad
over with fever. From this point we saw the Naru
hills, bearing 33@, and about seventy or eighty miles
distant apparently. To the south there is one
unbroken range, extending from the Tanlih-i-Zorati,
wlleilce we had come, to the Icoh-i-Safid to the west.
There mas abundance of fuel and coarse grass a t this
ldace, and water was easily procurable by digging.
Dtl~,Friday.-To-day the road lay entirely along
the coarse of the Mairum, and was generally not
so heavy as on the former days, owing to there
being less sand. Some parts of the bed presented
a curious appearance, just as smootl~, hard, and
black as a regular road, and it is difficult to imagine
how this could have been formed. Another feature
of to-day's inarch was the continn:~tion of the thick
10
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tamarisk jungle, which, except near Mian Rud has
accompanied us all the way. Though we were
now in the midst of a desert country, there was
no sign from the road t h a t such was the case, for
wherever the eye turned it rested on green, or at
least shrubs that had been green. The soil, too,
to-day, became much less sandy, and there is little
doubt that it could be made to yield fair crops of
wheat and barley. It was not, in fact, worse than
many parts of the Derajat, or even of the Punjab
itself. The distance we came was only twelve
and a half miles, but we were obliged to halt at
this place, Gudar, as it was the last water for
many miles, and it was necessary we should start
fair from this on the next 'day's march. At about
nine miles we passed a road leading to the Wad-iSnltau Pir Kaisar, and also to Chageh. While we
were approaching the end of the march, I noticed
the marks of camel feet straying about all over the
jungle, as if a large number of these animals had
been feeding there, and when we got in I sent out
parties in every direction to examine the marks and
trace whence they came and whither they went.
On the ground where we pitched our camp, the
marks of feet were numerous, and there were traces
of camels' feet a t the water, while tlie camel dullg
was still moist. Gradually some of the parties arrived,
and each as he came had a long face, each had an
alarming surmise to make ; nearly thirty camp fires
had been found, therefore i t was evidently a very
large force, and could not be a Kafila, as tliere were
no signs of anything but camels' feet, and tl Kafila
mould have had sheep with it. Tlie more knowing
ones were appealed to, and they came to the con-
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clusion that the party was a very large one, from
five hundred to one thousand men, probably composed
of Sarhaddis, who, hearing Azad was at Panjgur, had
seized the opportunity for raiding Kharan. The
thing was as clear as day ; the only question left
to be settled was-What
road would they come
back? If there was another road, they would probably come by it, in preference to returning by the
same road, and as they would not like to go nearer
Azad than they could help, they would in all probability take a direction which led them f ~ ~ r t hround
er
to the north. I n short, it was agreed that me mere
in for it ; our only hope was to stay where me
were on the chance that they would not come here
again. Mirza was the most hopeful, and said that
t,hey were probably Yar Muhammadzais, and if sc,
would not attack us if we could get speech of them
before they began. On hearing this, Gllolaln Rasul,
who had been in a green funk, gave his illonst,ache
an extra twirl, and informed the company he was
not a woman. Still even these grains of comfort;
were not in sufficiently large doses to soothe tho
fears of many of the men, and while some of them
and practically to look up
turned philo~opl~ically
the priming of their matchlocks, I noticed a considerable ;umber praying, and over the bees of
many came that sickly green, alternating v i t h
yellow, which the old soldier learns to lruon~ so
well.
I confess I myself did not half like the l~rosl)ect;
to be attacked, and get some of my Inen ~101inded,
would be a complete stopper to the expedition, to
say nothing of worse consequences. Hon~ever, I
said very little, but tried to raise a laugh ~vhenever
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I saw the opportunity, always adding that till Nur
bInhammac1 came back it was no use talking, as he
was the only one who knew the country. As that
worthy did not appear, I took the opportunity of
going round to look a t our position, in case nle
had to fight: we did not want a very large space,
and I was pleased, on scanning i t over again, to
see that the ground we had first taken up was
as good as the vicinity offered. To the rear, where
the river had steep banks, below being a deep pool,
which extended for fifty yards, we mere evidently
safe ; no Baloch moulci assault that bank in the
face of two Winchester rifles ; next, extending from
the bank obliquely, mas a low sandbank, which
seemed macle for a breastwork, only requiring a
little fashioning to render it all right. On it and
in front of it tamarisk grew thickly, and these I
settled to have cut down a t once, and formed into
an abatis to cover that part. There therefore only
remained one point, the gorge of the salient thus
described ; and t l ~ i sI determined to close by forming a breastwork of the baggage, aided by the
saddle-bags filled xitli earth. I had ordered tlie
camels not to be taken away, and these, the most
clifficnlt part of our lmrty for whom to arrange, I
determined to take inside and make them it clowll
as closely as possible; for though running over tliese
preliminaries for a fight, I was not unmindful of
the nieans of securing my retreat.
I was just finishing this survey when Nur Muhammad returned, ancl I called to him to come aud
sit doxn, nncl the men crowded eagerly round. Nur
'Mnhammatl~vasa cliaracter-a badcharacter, perl~aps,
accorcling to our notions; that is to say, 11e would
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plunder, and perhaps murder, you or me, gentle reader,
without any sort of compunction, for it is tlie fashion
of the times he lives in.
Sitting down, with a twinkle in lxis eye, tliis worthy
gave his turban a cock till it became near falling off,
and then quietly began filling his pipe in the most
~zo?zcl~a.la~zt
manner, not deigning to utter a word the
while. " Well," I said, " what hare you seen ? The
men are dying to hear that it is a Sarhaddi army, and
I hope you won't disappoint them." " lJThat did I
see?" said Nur Muhammad, emitting a puff of smoke,
" I saw a lot of marks of "-and he paused a while" camel feet." At this confirmation of their worst
fears I saw Fateh Mul~ammadand some of the others
change from green to white. " Cauel feet ! " they
all exclaimed. " Then it lllust be Sarhaddis ! "
" Must i t ? " said Nur Muhailinlad ; " I daresay you
know better, but I say it isn't." " Then vliat is it ? "
" A Kafila, of course ! "
"A Kafila," said Jlirza, mllo
felt bound to speak up for his own theory that i t mias
Sarhaddis. " If i t was a Kafila, there would be marks
of sheep, and here there are llothiilg but camel feet,
and the Sarhaddis have ouly camels. I t must be a
lashliar," i.e., army. " I have see11 a good many
I<afilns,"said old Nur Muhaminnd, with a tn-inkle, "and
n good many lashkars, and I say it is tlie former."
'llllough much relieved, the others did not like to give
in, so they still held out for their pet theory of the
lnarlis being those of a Sarhaddi army. Nur Mulinrnmnd was evidently making fun of them, and would
not for some time let out his reasons for being so sure
of his view of the case. But at last lie said, " Of
course it's rt Kafila. Look here ! " holding up a sticli
lie had in liis liand ; " tllat sticli came from the Hel-
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mand. It is what the Helmand camel hivers use to
urge forward their beasts. Wuggo ! wuggo! " And the
old man put on his most knowing look. " Oh, yes ;
trust me, it's a Kafila. Haven't I marred enough of
them P Wuggo ! wuggo ! " and he sang the tune of
the Helmand camel drivers. " Yes, they have come
from the Helmand, and they are going to Jalk for
dates. Why, if it had been ~akhaddis,the whole
ground mould have been covered with date stones,
and there are none there." This was conclusive, and
it immediately became evident to the others that it
could not be Sarhaddis, as they would not dare to
attack Kharan with old Azad on their flank at
Panjgur, and Gholam Rasul assumed an air as
if he mas annoyed at the luck of the Sarhaddis in
escaping him.
Close to the north-east of our present camp was a
large salt-bed, called Wad-i-Sultan Pir Kaisar. I t
was on the road to Chageh, which branches off from
here, and the place was resorted to by people from
Garmsel, Nushki, and Jalk. The salt is described as
lying in a layer a foot and more thick, and it is dug
out into blocks and carried off. There is said to be an
inexhaustible supply of the condiment, and it is, of
course, to be had for the carrying.
W e mere also near the point where the two
hranches of the Mashkel run into the Hamun-ia l k e l This, i t now became evident, mas clearly
quite a distinct depression from that of Zirreh, which
was still a very long way to the north-north-west; and
when I liinted a t the possibility, Nur Mullammad
scorned the idea of there ever having been any sort
of connection between them. Further, he said there
is another depression between the two, called Talab,
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which receives the drainage of Sarhadd. And he
added, moreover, that the Zirreh depression was on
the north side of the Band-i-Naru range. The tract
of country about here was called Chitar, and it
certainly had no appearance whatever of desert. The
soil is light and sandy, but quite arable in places, and
water beiug close to the surface, there seems no
reason why this tract should not be cultivated. That
the country has a value may be gathered from the
fact that Azad Khan built a fort called Gulugah, a
few miles from our camp, on the Ragab, and raised
crops off the same sort of ground; but Dilaor, Khan of
Jalk, not liking his proximity, sent a force to destroy
it. The country between here and Jalk is described
as all cultivable, except where there are patches of
sand. I t is worthy of note that Azad Khan claims
the tract as belonging to Kandahar, stating that the
Affghan boundary in the palmy days of Alimad Shah
reached to Jalk. Dilaor Klian, however, also claims
it for the Kajars, but it seems doubtful on what tliey
rest their right, as no boundary in this direction has
ever actnally been laid down. Whosesoever the left
bank of the 14ashkel and Ragab may be, there can be
no doubt that beyond to the east is not Persian.
Clearly it belongs to Azad Khan, and through him to
Kandaliar, if the plea of allegiauce to t'he Affghans
is allowed to hold good, in face of the fact that not
only this, bnt the whole of his territories are politically, geographically, and ethnographically in Balocliistan. Were this country settled,-and there is not
nlucli reason to doubt that it miglit easily be so,-this
tract iniglit be populated and cultivated, and thus
form u convenient half-way place to the Helmsnd. At
present tlie whole region is exposed to tlie raids of the
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Kharanis, Naruis, and Sarhaddis, whose roads to each
others' territories all lie through it. But if we aided
the Khan to control the two first, and put pressure
in Persia to curb the latter, there is no reason why
it should not soon be as safe as any other part of
Balochistan. Indeed, even now, with all the risks of
passing through it, caravans come every year from
Seistan and the Helmand for dates to Jalk.
It is, perhaps, somewhat early to speak of the limits
of the desert which is marked in our maps as that of
Kharan, but there seems little doubt that though its
boundaries may be approximately stated with correctness, its impassable nature has been exaggerated. I t
is, in fact, intersected in almost every direction by
roads which have a more or less plentiful water supply,
and the fact of its being cut in two by such a fine
natural highway as the bed of the Mashkel at once
disposes of its terrors.
10tI~February, Satz~rdccy.-To-day our road, about
a mile after leaving Gudar, entered a plain covered
with salt efflorescence, rt veritable Kavir, and over
this we marched for fourteen miles. To the east tlle
plain was continuous with the salt-bed called Wad-iSultan, and stretched beyond it as far as could be
seen; but to the west it was limited by the Mairum
ravine, which runs parallel with our road, to its junction with the H a m m of the Mashltel. At about
ten miles we came abreast of a low sand ridge which
runs pretty nearly east and west, gradually lessening
in height till i t crossed our road, and died illto
slightly elevated plain a t Gaa-i-Dauran at the fifteenth mile. From this, where there are some
bushes for fuel and camel forage, the road goes over
a flat plain of sand, covered with very minute black
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gravel. On the right the view was cut off by the
sand ridge above mentioned, but on the left the bed
of the Hamun was distinctly visible, though, owing
to the intense mirage, it was not easy to say whether
there was water in it. There did not appear to be
any reeds on it as in the Seistan Lalte, but the edges
had a thin sprinkling of the variety of tamarisk called
" Ta-gaz." Half a mile before reaching our camp,
at a spot called Meski, we descended a few feet into
another depression or lake bed, which Nur Muhammad informed me was called the God-i-RIorjin,
which is at times filled by flood-water from ravines
coming from the direction of a hill called Gat-iBarot, which was dimly visible bearing 31". Where
the water is high this depression is connected with
that of the Rllashliel and the west. From this point
there was a pretty extensive view, and something of
the boundaries of the plain could be gathered from
the fact that nearly all round hills co-ulcl be seen.
Thus from due south to due west was one continuous
range ; at 290" and 300" isolated hills appeared an
immense distance off, and then came the Koh-i-Amir
bearing 3200, which appeared continuous with the
Koh-i-Sultan, bearing 335". Then no hills were
visible to 10", where there was a hill -which Nur
Mullammad said was called Bulu. More south again
there were several hills, as the Gat-i-Barot, bearing
31"; Nohli, 43"; Koh-i-Sohraf, 81"; the two last probably form another continuous ridge, aud the latter
was moreover said to continue to Kharnn. Therefore, as we knew there were hills from the latter right
across to due sonth, i t followed that the desert was
quite surrouncled by mountains. As there was no
water at this place (AIeslii) we carried with us in water-
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skins sufficient for the day's consumption, and on
arrival I served all the servants out about a galloil
apiece, and keeping my share, gave some to my horse
and kept the rest for his morning drink. Although
there was no water, it is probable that a very deep
well would not have to be sunk to reach it, the
depression in which we bivouacked being some fifty
feet below the ground round it. At all events it
would be easy to dig here a tank or series of tanks,
which would contain a supply for any number of
people. There is also here fuel and camel forage,
but no grass for horses.
l l t h , Sz~nday.-For half an hour or two miles
after starting, we went over the bed of the depression
in which we were yesterday camped, when we camo
to the dry bed of the Morjin torrent, which is said to
be the only other river draining into the Mashkel
Hamun. I n one and a half miles further we came to
the edge of the terrace surrounding the depression,
which we then left and got on to a plain cf sand
covered with minute black gravel, and reached a
little hollow in one and a half miles further, called
Jai. Here there was a collection of rain water, and
as the ground is admirably suited as a site for a t a n k
there would be little difficulty in arranging that there
should be always a supply of water a t this place, and
of course it might be as abundant as was required. If
this mere done, it would reduce tlie distance without
water to less than twenty-five miles, wllich at t l i i ~
season is within the limits of a forced march.
Continuing over the same sort of plain, we arrived
in two rniles at the Icalaudi ravine, which, though of
considei.:~l~le
breadth at this point, has no great length,
as it rises on the plain beyond Pauil~am. Crossing

REKH BOREDA TO SHANDAK.

155

this river bed obliquely, we got on to high ground on
its left bank, and in three miles came to it again, and
descending reached our camp a t Paniham in a mile.
We were obliged t o make this short stage, as the
guide declared there was no wa,ter for two long stages
beyond. Paniham is a site on the bed of the Kalandi
ravine, where there are some date trees and a good
supply of water in the bed of the ravine. There
is very little camel forage here, but a fair supply
of grass, and the water is very abundant and good,
being taken from wells on the bed of the river about
three feet deep. This plenteous supply of water in a
tract which is desert in every direction round it
inakes Panihanl much resorted to by caravans,
travellers, and, as Nur Muhammad grimly added,
" chapaos," and many a fight has taken place here
for the possession of the draught of life, a fact which
is sufficiently attested by the number of graves round.
This made it a rather dangerous spot, as, being right
on the track of all the raiding parties, it was not
unlikely one might turn up while we were here. I
therefore put out videttes all round, and sent the old
fox Nnr RiIuharnniad to have a look a t the country in
front for any signs of man. However none were
discovered, and the night passed off quietly. The
date trees here were growing in huge dense clumps,
and not in the separate manner I had hitherto seen.
These clumps were of all sizes, the biggest having
n diameter of about one hundred feet and a height
of fifty, and inside there was a snug little retreat,
which with very little ingenuity and trouble might
be converted into a very fair dwelling-place.
Talking as usual to the guide about the road, 110
n'mnsed ir~emuch 1)y saying, "What on earth do you
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n-ant to go to Zirreh for? there is nothing to see, and
what there is I will tell yon all about. Yon had
much better not go, but just write down what I tell
yon, and I shall put my seal to it and there you are.
You give me one hundred rupees, and you mill save
yourself a great deal of trouble, besides two thousand
rupees." I said, "I don't much believe in hearsay
evidence of a country; why you know Pottinger
Sahib, that came from Nnshki to Jalk, put down
what he heard, and he made the Mashkel go into
the Zirreh." " Oh yes," said Nur Muhammad, "but
he was told lies; all I say may be taken as Gospel."
12th) Monday.-Leaving Paniham, the road went
up the ravine t o a place called Paniham Nowar,
where there is plenty of grass, forage, and fuel, and
water can be had for the digging. The word
" Nowar " signifies a place where there is water,
and appears after the names of many places in
Balochistan. Ascending out of this on to higher
ground, we then went over a bare plain, m-liich extended in unvaried desolation right up to the Naru
Band, nearly forty miles off. The plain mas entirely
composed of sand, mixed with gravel and stones, the
latter of every colour, a beautiful jet black and a deep
maroon red predominating, thougli many were of
various shades of green. W e went on over this, ti11
the continued hints of the guide and Mabmud warned
me the party had had enough of it, and as there was
evidently no chance of reaching water that night we
bivouacked on the bare plain. One advantage of tllig
very uninviting spot was the abundance of camel
scrub, and as we had brought on our water, nud fodnd
a little grass for the horses, we got on pretty well.
13th, Tuesdny.-Continuing
over the same plain

next morning for eighteen miles, we reached the
Shandalr ravine, which Nur Muhammad informed me
drained to the Talab depression, and finding no water
there, we went on through heavy sandhills to some
wells.
On the way we passed through a great number of
sand llilloclis, shaped like crescents or horseshoes.
As I have never before seen anything like these, nor
have I heard of them, it may be well to give sollle
description of these curious formations. This I have
a,ttempted in .the accompanying sketch. All are
shaped alike, and, as I have said, are of the form of a
crescent, the horns being to the south, and the toe to
the north. They vary a good deal in height, the top
of the largest ones being about sixty feet above the
plain, and sloping down gradually to the horns,
where they mingle with the sand. Tlle outer
slope is at an angle of about 30°, bulging a little
in the centre ; and the inner at abont 45", or as
steep as sand mill stand. At the top of the outer
slope and at the toe of the crescent is a steeper
slope abont three feet in depth, and this gradually
disappears at the horns, where the whole outer slope
is uniform. It is difficult to imagine how these sand
crescelits can have been formed on a perfectly level
plain, but I imagine that in the first instance the
sand blow11 from the north has met some obstruction,
such as a bush, which has had sufficient strength to
withstand the weight, till a bank of sand has been
formed at the toe, and then the horns have been
formed by the sand beillg blown from the toe towards
the south. Each of these crescents-and there are
hundreds of them-would afford cover enough for a
regiment or two.
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It hacl been evident to me since leaving Meski that
our road should have turned off north-west from that
lace, but I was obliged t o come on so far north for
several reasons. First, our guide was, I think, about
pumped dry, and lie did not seem to know the road
beyond, and it was therefore necessary to replace
him ; and, secondly, many of the camels were knocking up from the hard work, and it was necessary, if
possible, to make some arrangement to leave them
behind to recruit, while we went on with the ones still
having a little go in them. Now the only place
where there was any hope of accomplishing these
necessities was Naru, near which we had now arrived.
I therefore determined to halt at Shandalr, while
Nur Muhammad went on to find guides and some
responsible person to take charge of our camels. This
plan would, of course, delay us considerably, but
there was no help for it, and I meant to try and have
the direct route from Meski to Amalof examined on
our way back.
On nearing our camp to-day we came on numerous
marks of sheep and their shepherds, and it was therefore probable they were not far off. Meanwhile we
took up a position under a commanding sandhill
close to the wnter, from which there was a good
view round, while our camp was hidden by lesser
hillocks. I placed a picket on the crest of the hill,
and had everything ready to take up our position
directly any hostile party should appear, and I had
little doubt we could hold out there till they were
brought to their senses, either by blarney or
bullets.
For the last three or four days we had frequently
come on the marks of the wild ass, but as yet had
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found none. I have seen this pretty animal both in
t'he Lower Derajat and Upper Sind and in Persia, and
always, as in this case, in plains of the most desolate
nature, far from water. So much is this the case
that when one is told that wild asses are found on a
certain tract, one forms an immediate idea of the
utter desolation of the locality. The name for this
animal in these parts is " Gur," and in Persia " Gur
Khar," which some ingenious individuals in India
derive from the two words, 'bghora," a horse, and
" khar," a donkey ; forgetting that in the countries
where the wild ass is known as the "gor khar" the word
ghora is unkuown. This is very much on a par with
the derivation of tlle name for the bustard, " obara,"
from the "ahu," a deer, and "bara," a something else.
W1.lile on the subject of names, I may inention that
nIajor St. John is not right in correcting the usnal
spelling and meaning of the word which appears on
our maps of these parts in very various positions as
Piri Kaisar to Pir Kasr, an old fort. There are two
places to which this nitme is applied, one tlle salt-bed
which we passed tlle other day, which is called Wadi-Sultan Pir Icaisar ; the other the hill which is close
to us now, and 1~11ichis termed Koh-i-Sultan Pir
Kaisnr. The fact is that this Sultan Pir Icaisar is
one of the many saints who appear to have once
ilourished in this heaven-forsaken country, and he is
the special patron of Baloch robbers and Baloch
camels,-two animals who are very aptly classed together. Again, though I am no great authority on
the Persian language, it seems to me that the coupling of the two words, iipir,'lold, and likasr," a fort, is
a very improbable combinatiou to suggest itself to
these people. I n the firet place, though " pir " does
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meal; old, I have never fouud it applied to inanimate
objects, and then the word is used in a religious sense
to denote " a venerable saint." I n the second place,
the word " kasr " is a Turki word.
Regarding another explanation afforded in the same
place by the same officer, Imost readily concur. "Lut "
certainly indicates a waterless tract, and in one of
the notebooks I used in Persia there is a memorandum
to exactly the same effect regarding the meaning of
the word. Indeed, 1 cannot imagine, notwithstanding the derivation of the Russian authority who takes
on himself to sneer a t English officers, how any one
who passed through the tract he did could have concocted the fanciful derivation lie has given to the
world in translating " lut " as " lot."
The 14th and 15th February mere blank days, for
we had to halt to wait for the result of Nur
IbIuhammnd's mission in search of inhabitants, and as
the spot was not the most delectable in the world,
and I had to forbid any shooting, we had not much
to do to while away the time. To me, however, the
occasion was by no means vithont its anxiety; in
the first place me knew nothing of the people, or
the manner in which they were likely to receive the
news that a Faringi had arrived among them. They
are generally supposed to be the greatest robbers on
earth, ancl it was cloubtful whether they ~vouldlet
such an opportunity slip, and so any moment we
might be fighting for our lives. And even if the
dulcet tongue of the old fox Nur IIuhammad should
induce them to forego any such disagreeable intentions till his return, it was doubtf~ilwlietller they
would produce guides ant1 supplies, of both of which
we were sorely in need. Of the second we had
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enougli to carry us on till those for which I sent back
came up, but the time of their arrival was uncertain,
and it was therefore nece~saryto practise econolng
till they appeared. As we had now been for thirteen
days living on " chnpattees " (unleavened cakes),
dates, and bad water, a little meat for ourselves also
m~ouldnot come amiss, but that of course was a very
minor consideration to tlie others; man ca72 live on
bread alone for some considerable time, and we hoped
to make that time stretch till the objects of our
expedition were accomplished. The want of guides
was the most serious obstacle to our onward progress,
and though I could have procured men at Panjgur
who knew this part of the country, it did not innlie
the hfficulty any the less a cause of anxiety. To go
on without a guide to show us the watering-places at
least, would be a most serious danger, and though
to form a heap of bones, as the nucleus of a sand
crescent in the middle of the desert, would doubtless
be n very glorious ending to one's career, it would
fail in attaining the practical objects of our journey.
Still, as we set out with the determination to reach
the furthest point attainable to the north-west without going into Affghan territory,--which, as before
stated, we wished to avoid,-that point I was still
resolved to reach, in spite of all difficulties, obstacles,
could not have it said thxt one of illy
or dangere~-.r-cI
name failecl from want of determination.
I n the afteriloon of the 15th Nur IkIuharnlnad retnriied with an inhvidnal named Zangi, the cllief
of the N:~rnies, who inhabit tlie district lillown as
Icoh-i-Smit, or tJ1c cnd of tlie hills. After they llnd liad
a little prelii~~iiinry
talli anlong tlicniselves, the jvllole
possc came up to make their salaam, anci tllell I
11

162

WANDERINGS IN BALOCHISTAN.

heard the entire courseof events sinceNur Muhammad
left yesterday. H e had gone off to a place in the
hiUs to the north, called Dewanak, or La1 Khan Chah.
0 u seeing him appear, Zangi, who recognized him,
immediately got his men together, feeling sure that
where Nur Muhammad was there would be mischief;
but getting speech of him h e asked him how he had
come. Now the latter was always boasting of his
truthful nature, and he perpetually assumed an air
as like injured innocence as he could get his villainous old face to twist itself into, if I ever asked a
question which expressed a doubt as to any of his
statements. Yet with the obtuse perverseness of a
Bnloch, he must needs on this occasion tell a lie.
If he had said a t once he had come with a Sahib,
all would have been well ; but he replied, l1I have
come with a Kafila," and this statement nearly
brought a volley into him ; the Naruis received it
with derision. l 1You are not a Kafila man," they
said ; l1you have come with a l chapso,' but we are
reacly for you; be off, you dog, and son of a burnt
father." Then he told the truth, and after he had
sworn t o it on a Koran, they let him enter in, a1-d
on his disclosing everything Zangi readily agreed to
come and do anything I ordered. H e was a gentle~unnly,quiet-looking man, and I became l~rcpossessed
in his favour a t once ; though tlle chief of such n
clan of ruffians, and though his dress was but mem,
there were very evident signs of the chief in him.
Now my plan with all such indivjdaal~is to address
them as if I tooli i t for g ~ m l t e dthat they wouIt1 not
only obey, but be willing to carry oat any of my
orders, and Y O after the usual snlutatiolls were
over, I began. It really was L: vory ostruordinary
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thing for one Englishman to appear in the midst
of the fastnesses of one of the most notoriously
lawless cli~ilsof all the lawless Baloch race (of whom
Pottinger llas recorded : " Bound by no laws, and
restrained by no feelings of humanity, the Naruis are
the most savage and predatory of Baloches ")-to
send for their chief and then proceed to dictate
orders to him. But it was clearly my rcle not to
appear to think there was anything unusual in my
coming, or anything unreasonable in my expecting
to be obeyed; so I addressed Zangi thus, watching
llim narrowly tlie mllile : " I have sent for yon as
your name is well known to me, and I wish yon
to do some work for me." "Whatever you order
will be done," he replied. I bowed,-as much as
to say, l 1Of course, I never doubted that." I then
told him I should be very much obliged if he would
send me some sheep, and supply me mrith a guide
for Zirreh. Both of these he agreed to furnish me
with a t once.
This was very lucky, and I took occasion to
remark to Mirza, how I had told him a11 would go
right as long as he was with me. H e laughed and
said, " Your luck is indeed great." Zangi informed
me that Zirreh was still five days' journey, four of
which were very long ; and that Bandar 1Cam:~lwas
two days' beyond. Thus it was evident it would
take six days altogether for us to reach the point
whicli wo llad 1u;~rlred in our lilaps as P. P., or
furthest point, a ~ l dwllicli I used to call JZL-~-M;LICSIICZ
to thc mcn.

CHAPTER VIII.
ZLRREH.

Friday, 16th B'ebrz~ary.-Accordingly,
having arranged matters the night before with Zangi, such
of the camels as were knocked up were left behind,
with all the extra and less useful moutlis and a
guard of ten men, and we only took on with us as
many persons as tlie camels would carry. I t was
arranged that all the others were to go to La1
Khan Chah, and there wait our return. Though
this reduced our party a good deal, and was doubtless a great risk, it was the best thing that could
have been done, as only as many men as the camels
would carry could go with us, it being quite impossible for us to be detained by men on foot,
wading through the heavy sand. Thus as tlie choice
of evils, I trusted Zangi unreservedly, and if lie had
any thoughts of playing false, and stealing some of
our things, this must have taken the wind cornpletely out of his sails. I went on the excellent
principle that if you must trust a pcrson, you
better do so without any reserve. Having said
good-bye to Znngi, whom I initiatetl on this occasion into the fashion of shaking hands, explaining
to him the cause of thc custom, I said, " I give
you my hand thus h tolien that illy llcart is a13
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free from guile as my hand is open, and I take
yours believing the same of you." When he understood, he brightened, and said excitedly, " God
knows there is no deceit in my heart; I am your
servant, and will do what you wish."
The road to-day was most uninteresting, leading all
the way over confused heaps of sand which shut
out the view in every direction. After going about
fifteen miles, we arrived at a place called Manzil,
where was one of the shrines to that famous saint
Sultan Pir Kaisar. This was erected on a hillock
above a depression in the sand, where, by digging,
some salt and filthy water is to be found. It is
evident that the adnlirers of the saint are of opinion
that the best monument to a man's name is the
fame of his good deeds ; perishable monuments of
stone and bricli cnmlble away, but these remain
ever green. Anyhow, all that had been erected
here was a few sticks rudely put together in the
fol-m of a hut, and ornainented by the heads of
some mountain sheep, ibex, etc. The guide, who
was a Narui, evidently had n great respect for the
saint, as he tool< a small piece of bread,-a
very
snlall piece, by the way,-and put it respectfully
dowu at tlle door, and then standing with his hands
clasped reverently, he called on the saint to help
him; what he said I, of course, did not know, but
tllough his worcls may have been simple, they were
evidently earnest. " 0 Saint, 0 Snltall!" we may
imagine him saying, " if a Ihfila shall come our way,
let me have early intelligence thereof. 0 Pir ! if
the Sarhaddis or other vile scum should wish to
attack thy servant, confound thein utterly. 0
Sultan, my father's blood still cries out unrevenged;
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deliver thou the murderer into my hands ; and finally,
revered prophet, my camel is sick,-make i t well, 0
Saint !"
Mazar the guide was so pleased with the result
of his clevotions, that he proposed our staying here.
I said, " B u t the water is very bad : is there none
other ? " " The water is not very good, certainly" (it
was black and stinking), "but it is the water the
Pir drank, and can't do you any harm." ' l No doubt,"
I answered, l L but not being a Narui or a camel I
think sweet water, if it can be found, would suit
my constitution better." " Oh ! " said Mazar contemptuously, " if you want sweet water, there is
some close by ;" and off he led in a huff to a
spring of good water.
On the road to-day the only things noticeable in
the generally unvaried monotony presented by the
sand-waste we were passing through, were several
low hills, half of which were formed of a white
stone, almost Like limestone, and the other half
of a perfectly black shining stone, which had the
appearance of coal; but my ignorance of geology
prevented my hazarding a guess as to what they
really were. It was also somewllat interesting to
notice the gradual process by which all the low
hills are being converted into sand-heaps. The
sand is t l o v n against their feet on one side, and
gradually rises higher and higher until it re ache^ the
top, when it rnsl~esover and forms a heap on tll.le
other side, wllich increases till tlic sand or1 botll
sides meets, and the hill disappears, To tlie northeast of a s there was a long ridge, which st,retcEled
north as far as could be aeen, tom7ards the Helmand,
from the Malik Naru range, which I have no doubt
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whatever was originally part of the same range, but
is now divided by sand-heaps.
W e had not yet, I am sorry to say, got to the end
of the camels who knocked up, for to-day another of
Captain Lockwood's gave in, and so I arranged to
send it back with one of the men to Zangi's place.
As this was the last spot from which we could do
this, any that break down hereafter will just have
to be left, as of course no one can remain behind to
look after them. Though this place produced some
ta-gaz and a little grass for horses-and it was a
very heaven-forsaken spot - yet it possessed one
great advantage to a wayworn traveller, in a supply
of the most beautiful water. This was got by
digging in certain spots where the dampness of
the sand directed the search, and it certainly was
very curious to get water from the midst of such a
waste of sand as was here to be seen. Assuredly
no one would look for water in such a locality,
especially as i t was qliite off the roads, and without a guide it could not be discovered. Generally
speaking, in a sandy desert water will be found
only where tliere are hills, or i11 tlle bed of a river.
But here there were no rivers, though it was a short
distance from the hills, whence the hainage beds
all originate ; even these had given up the hopeless
task of trying to flow on through the mass of sand
by wliich they are surrounded in every direction,
and whicli itself never ceases to blow about. Thus
the fact is that nearly all the drainage of these
hills is sooner or later arrested by the sand. And I
imagine it is to this cause that we owe our plentiful
and delicions supply to-day, as the water probably
found a way under the sand to this spot.
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17th, Sntz~rdny.-The march to-day was more
interesting, though i t still lay over the same interminable sand waste. After going for nine miles in
a west-north-west direction, t o our dismay we found
the road actually running south by west; thus we
had the misery of feeling that, uo to speak, for
every two steps we took forward we were going
one back. The direction of the point which figured
in all our conversations as F.P., furthest point, was
north-west, and it was hard indeed to fiud, just as
we thought we might count the hours which would
take us there, that we were journeying in another
direction, which made the accomplishment of our
desires indefinitely postponed. However, on these
occasions i t is never good to be sanguine ; far better
is it to school oneself to a sort of dull, leaden feeling, that nothing matters-miles of sand, a glaring
sun, salt water to drink, chupattees to e a t ; every
day, every hour, some mulishness of the Baloch army
to overcome-what does i t matter? i t must end some
time, and meanwhile it is all in the way of trade.
The Koh-i-Sultan, as seen from here, was certainly
one of the oddest-loohng mountain masses I had
ever seen. It gives you the idea that long ago it
may have been a rather good-looliing mountain,
but the wind and the rain, the sand and the sun,
have all been doing their best to disfigure it, and
what they have left undone has been effected by
eartl~qnakes. So now it seerus to bear but a, qnaiilt
resemblance to its forrner outline; all the earth that
no cloltbt once gave a syinrneti.ica1 roundness to its
contours lias been wasllecl off it, nud now. forms a
long glacis at its foot ; its face llas been disfigured
by the heaps of sand wllich now rest high upon
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it, while it is broken up by its spasms into a
number of separate peaks and masses, whose only
recommendation is, that they are fantastic in shape.
However, like very many plain people, the Koh-iSultan has more than good qualities enough to make
up for its ugliness. It produces, so Mazar, the new
guide, told us, sulphur, with which they make gunpowder for the destruction of their enemies ; and
" mak," an earth, with which they dye the trousers
of their loved ones a beautiful red; assafetida, which
they use for a relish-Heaven help them !-and as
a medicine, and lastly, there are many springs of
water in its recesses.
It is much frequented by Babars and Kakars, who
come from Kaudahar to take away the assafetida; after
going about twelve miles we came across the road by
which they arrive from the Malik DoBand direction,
carefully marked by heaps of stones. They come
in parties of twenty and thirty, about the end of
March, and stay for three months or so, sending
away the proceeds of their labour on camels. This
fact is interesting and noteworthy, both as showing
that there is a supply of water in these months, and
that the heat, though doubtless very great, is not
so bad but that these people can work and travel
in it. The names of the priucipal places where there
is water in the Icoll-i-Sultan ridge, are Washaf,
Kundi, Chakul, Padagi, Soru, and Gamichah ; I
canilot give the positions of these localities, as I
utterly failed to make out from the descriptions
afforded me where they were.
Tlle whole ground on the inarch was strewed with
n, stone something like a pumice stone, and called
Sallg-i-Pnrpolr. It is used, so Mirza, informed me,
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for washing, ancl is very eflective in getting the dirt
off. But judging from all the Baloches I: have seen,
I should say either that its qualities have been too
highly vaunted, or that the evidence is hearsay.
One of the peaks of the Sultan range is very
remarkable as seen from the east, about twelve miles
off. It is called Koh-i-Kansuri, and bears a resemblance to the Sphinx, at least close enough to seem
as though a very little chiselling and touching up
would make it exact. On approaching it, however,
this illusion disappears, as we found the figure of
the Sphinx was formed of two different hills of
totally opposite shape, which had at a distance
seemed to be one.
There is another really wonderful peak in the same
range, which came into view on the road, consisting of what looked exactly like a huge pillar erected
on the west of one of its spurs; we passed it about
ten miles off, and so of course had not a sufficient
opportunity for giving a very exact description of it,
but I had scanned it very carefully through a powerful
telescope, and it looked as if it was the ruin of one
of the towers which are seen in various parts of
Persia.
Yet of course I knew it could not be one of these,
as it was of too enormous dimensions to be the work
of man. I regretted much I could not spare the time
to have a, close examination of it, as it was the one
really curious thing I had yet seen in this journey.
I have, however, tried in the accompanying careful
sketch to give the reader an idea of its outline. It is
of conrse connected in the traditions of the wild
inhabita,nts with the wonderful Pir Kaisar, and is
called Niza-i- Sultan.
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The last part of the march was over heavier sand
than usual, and after going on till past four, we
stopped in a hollow amongst sandheaps, having done
about twenty-four miles. There was no water here,
but we brought some on with us from Blauzil. There
was plenty of " ta-gaz " about, and this did for camel
forage and fuel. The Koh-i-Malik Dokand was visible
in the latter portion of the march, bearing 148".
Next morning was Sunday the 18th, but to us it
was no day of rest, and we were yet far from ceasing
to flounder among the sand-ridges. So we got off
a little earlier, and in three miles came to the
end of the Sultan range, or rather of its north ridge,
for on reaching this we found another spur extending
as far as could be seen to the west, parallel with our
road on the left, while on the right there stretched n
waste for seventy miles to the Helmaud, all sand,
without a drop of water. W e got one peep of the top
of the Niza-i-Sultan, but did not see it properly again,
and at the ninth mile the Koh-i-Dalil came into view,
bearing 225". Tliis was said by the Narui guide
to be the boundary of the Khan of Kalat's territory in this direction. Going on for four miles,
wo were startled by seeing the perfectly new footmarks of one camel, and so we got every one together
and kept a sharp loolr-out ahead. Not that we did
not do this always, as we had been kept on the qui
vivc in this way for upwards of a month; but now
we had to give our attention an extra twist. Many
were the surmises. It might be the marks of a
rnan sent to look for us, and his party might be in
front. If this werc the case, lie llad probably seen
us, and was hiding, or retnrning with his report. I
therefore caused the marks to be carefully examined,
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and seut men to the tops of the neighbouring sandhills, t o see if any signs of movement could be found.
At last i t was ascertained that the marks went off sharp
towards the Helmand, and Nnr Muhammad a t once
said, l 1 Oh then, it is a thief; he has stolen a camel, has
probably watered a t Kundi,"- a place close by to the
south,-" and now he is off." Then he showcd that
the marks were not so fresh as I thought, for on one
of them he had seen the traces of a hare. "A hare,"
he 'said, "does not go about in the day, and so the
man must have passed yesterday." Shortly after this
we got into a very bad bit, the sand having obliterated
all semblance of a path, and the guide was evidentlyout
about the road; we soon found ourselves floundering about trying to get over a very massive sand
ridge, which was such heavy going that the camels
sunk to their knees a t nearly every step. I accordingly got off my camel and made every one else do
so also, and then we had a very trying trudge of
two miles through the heaviest sand. Luckily the
day was cool and we did not mind i t so much. There
was a strong wind blowing, and this produced an
effect on the sand-heaps I had noticed before. It
blew the sand out from their edges, for a foot or so,
just as if fired out of a number of squirts ; and the
whole of the sand-heaps seemed to be in collstant
motion.
Surmounting this really formidable obstacle, we
descended into the becl of a Khor or ravine, which
evidently had met the fate of all drainage beds in this
country, that of being stopped by the sand a short
distance to the north. Crossing this we ascenrled
and tra,versecl a, low pass over a spur from the main
ridge, and then wound rouild the face of the hill for
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an hour, when we began to descend to another drainage bed, down which our course then lay for two
miles, when we went through a gap in low gloomy
black hills, and found ourselves at Amir Chah, having
come a, distance of twenty miles from our last stage.
Here we met with a well in the bed of the ravine,
about twenty feet deep, which produced an unfailing
supply of very nasty fetid water. The camel forage
at this spot was very good, and Nur Muhammad recommended a halt before we braved the desert
between us and Zirreh. This was perhaps not
altogether necessary, but the distance was so uncertain that we thought it as well not to neglcct
anything that would increase our chances of success,
I therefore gave the order for a halt, and we passed a
most miserable day, owing to the great heat, in this
little basin surrounded by sand-heaps and bare black
rocks. W e passed many camel tracks on this march,
and in some places the road was well marked, but
Nur Mulm.rmad said they were the tracks of the
parties who come for assafetida. This we found
growing on the bare rocky sides of the hills. Tlle
yollng shoots were just appeari~lg,and had been protected to a certain extent from the sun by little
coverings of stones, erected, t l ~ eguides told us, by
the parties of last year.
1Dtli.-A difficulty now cropped up which was the
lnost serious we had yet had to face. The guide,
wllo111we got at N:~rn, and who there declared that
if yon blindutl his cyes he conl(1bnlro you by t l ~ eroad
to Zirrell, now said be had never been by this pat11 at
all, and llnd ollly received instructions from a Illan
who had followctl it. Tlie fact tl~creforcwas, tlint we
sllould have to nLLem1)t the dcsort without a guide,
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and though we had the advantage of the local experience and the wit of the old fox Nur Muhammad, I
liked the idea so little that I tried to see what else
might be done. I learnt that from this there were
two roads by which you could get to Zirreh, one the
one direct above alluded to, the other by Amalaf.
But Amalaf, on careful enquiry, proved to be fifty
miles south-west of the point we wished to make,
and therefore entirely out of our line. It was not,
therefore, to be thought of for a moment. The only
other thing to do, it seemed, was to rest satisfied with
what we had seen, and go back. But to this view,
which was advanced by Captain Lockwood, I was
entirely averse, as it would have left the work most
incomplete. We were now apparently not more than
eighty-five miles as the crow flies from Bandar, and
of this about fifty miles were said to remain between
us and Zirreh. Therefore to go back now and leave
it still an open question whether these sixty miles
were practicable or not was what I could not bring
myself to contemplate for an instant; I therefore
determined that we must get to Zirreh or perish in
the attempt, and I arranged that every single thing
that was not absolutely necessaiy for our preservation
should be left at Amir Chah and buried in the sand,
while we went on, carrying everything with us that
would hold it full of water.
I determined next day before starting that every one
should take a gooildranght of water, and then we would
go as far as possible that day, drinking as little as we
could, and this the next day, and the next, till either
Zirreh appeared or our water failed. Then, if we
could not get there on foot, we must just perish. There
would be no help for it. It was therefore a very great
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responsibility for me to take on myself, but I had, 1
thought, very fair grounds for hoping for success.
First, I knew that Zirreh was a long depression,
which it would be nearly impossible to miss, and if
we hit it anywhere it was probable we should get
some water, not very good, perhaps, but still water.
Second, the distance, apparently, could not be more
than seventy miles, and we could go thirty miles
each day, and ten on the third day. Besides, I believed the distance had been done frequently by
Kafilas, and the desert was often crossed at points
that were clearly broader than what we had to face.
Still, it was a responsibility, and wllat made it harder
was the attitude all the men took up in recommending me not to try it. But after I had talked to them
for some time, I am glad to record that they eventually agreed, saying, " W e will go now. W e came
here to go there, and we can never go back and say
we have not been." So it was settled that we should
start on the morrow.
Early next morning, on the 20th February, I sent
and had the things buried, and then we got off. Our
direction led us across a verylieavyridge of sand,which
we got over about an liour after starting, and then we
reached a, plain of sand, covered with fine black
gravel, which we kept to the end of the day. As
there was nothing to see on such a march, there is
little to record. Immediately on our left was a sand
ridge, which Bopt wit11 us tlie whole journey, alld
which, indeed, was the guide by which we were to
find our way. The only remarkable thing on the
ridge was that a t about every four miles it rose with
fireat regularity into a peak, and tlien died away
gradudly to the next peak. We were, of course,

176

WANDERINGS IN BALOCHISTAN.

dependent on what we carried for our water, but this
was getting quite a common occurrence, so we felt
no inconvenience from i t ; but I am free to confess
that this night was one of some anxiety to me. We
were now fairly embarked in our venture, and on
me rested the whole responsibility. Luckily, responsibility is not a thing that weighs very heavily on my
soul. W e made thirty-eight miles, and bivouacked in
the open.
Next day, the alst, we got off again, and kept the
dame description of country with us for some twenty
miles. Here the sand-ridge ended, but four miles off
was another parallel range of exactly the same description. As long as the ridge was on our left, and
the going was good, we got on very well; but then our
guide began to show signs of wavering, and looked
about him in a helpless manner, till I thought it was
timeto appeal to Nur Muhammad, whose sagacity came
to our assistauce. H e had never come this way before, but he had a general idea of the locale of Zirreh,
and he knew lle could not be far wrong if he kept the
salt, which now began to appear, on his right. And
so on we went, now floundering in a sand-ridge, now
going over n bit of " pat." At last the soil began to
improve, and though it never got better than the
poorest, still, compared to the sand, it was rich.
Trees also began to appear, though they looked very
dry and thirsty. Still we proceeded. Not a sign of
water hncl we fonntl, and I would fain have gone on
till we came to it. But the camels now began to
give in one by one, and warned Ine that i t was time
to stop. So, after malting thirty-four miles, the
seconcl day and night passed without water; but as
fur tluv every oue WiLS prepared, it di(l uot tcll on the
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spirits of our party, who, sitting round their fires,
seemed very jolly.
22nd.-The
third day was now to come, and i t
broke in a manner sufficiently alarming to be a very
bad omen of what was before us. I have before
alluded to the hopelessness of getting my Baloch
allies to carry out any order, however reasonable, aud
how they perpetually were doing things which gave
my military feelings a jar. Among these " decrees"
was one about which I was most particular, that every
night all the camels should be brought i n and tied up
in a circle all together. This command had hitherto
been fairly carried out, and I was solemnly assured
that to-night this had been the case also. That the
camels were all there before I went to sleep I had
seen myself, but they could not have been all tied,
for it now appeared that seven of them were missing!
This certainly was enough to try the temper of a
saint, and damp the hopefulness of the most sanguine.
But it is one of my peculiarities that, though small
things irritate me, real serious crosses cool me, and
my nature, being sufficiently elastic, rebounds, as it
were, after even such a blow. So having ascertained
the extent of our loss, and that steps llad been taken
t o repair it, I at once began to think what had best
be done now. Half our camels were gone, and we
were forty-eight hours from the last water, and an
uncertain distance from tlie next. I therefore deternlilled the only course practicable was for some of us to
go on and find tlie water and send it back to the others;
so I called for the guide. l 1The guide has golie for
the camels," mas the answer. Blow number two!
Tile problem now stood-Forty-eight hours without
water, llnlf caillcls lost, positioii of next water ~ n -
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known, and no guide. What is to be done ? Some
considered the best thing was to sit where we were
and wait for the camels. I thought quite otherwise.
Camels mere not our first necessity, but rather water.
If we could get the latter we could still carry on,
despite the want of the former; but put vice versti,
all the camels in creation would not save us from
dying of thirst. I therefore sat down, lit a cigar, and
proceeded to look this new bogy calmly i n the face ;
and after a while his featiires, which had had a most
lowering expression, began to assume a semblance of
benignity, nay, even of hope. After all, things were
far from hopeless. If we did not know where water
was, we knew where we were. That is, not far from
the right bank of the " Shela," or old waterway of
the Helmand, and therefore, if we made for that we
should probably find water in its bed; and besides,
Nar Muhammad had been to Shah Godar on this
waterway, where he had met with water. I sag probably, because I knew the Helmand had not been
down now for many years, and, therefore, finding the
precious liquid was by no means a certainty. However, to go on was clearly the only thing to be done,
and we started, leaving Mahmud behind to wait for
the camels and water which we would send back. I
told him if we were successful we would send some
back a t once; if we were not, we would wait for him.
On leaving, we went away for four or five miles
pretty smartly, Nur Muhammad, with llis turban
cocked, appearing as if he knew all about it. But
now and again a, perplexed expression began to
steal over his features, and he looked about froul
side to side, till a t last i t was clear he was 'out.
We were now in tlle illidst of i L w:~ste of sand
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hillocks, and there was no sign of a road. All I
Shela " must still be to the
laew was that the
north, and so I told Nur Muhammad to press on for it.
We were just going on again when a man appeared
on a camel in the distance, and waiting for him, we
found it was the guide. This was the first glimmer of
hope we had experienced this clay, but it was not
destined to be of long duration, for after going about
four miles more he also seemed to be out, and after a
while he, with a sickly smile, acknowledged his head
was " turning," and he (lid not know where he was.
This gave the hope that had been springing up in my
breast a sad doucl~e,and I looked about in a listless
manner, when my eye rested on a black object in
the far distance. It was not a tree. What was i t ?
" Nur Muhammad," I asked, " what is that ? " " I
don't know," replied that worthy, and he did not, for
he was not far-sighted. " Look through your telescope," he added. I looked, and said, "It is some sort
of a, building." "A what?" said Nur Muhammad, quite
excitedly, " a gurnbaz ? " * " I don't know whether
it is a gurnbaz ; it is a building of some sort."
" Then it's Shah Godar," and he laughed sardonically. However, Captain Lockwood, looking through
the telescope, declared there were trees, but no bnilding could he trace. Mirza confirmed my view of the
case, as he naturally would, and to show his confidence said, " If that is not a building, yon may give
me four stripes." If he had been more liberal i11 the
allowance of tlle proposed stripes, it might have
occasioucd us rnore cause for hope. Howevcr, I
looked again, niid the result was that though I did not
offer to permit any one to stripe me, or cven substitute
';.

A dome.
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the English equivalent of proposing to eat my hat,
yet I said, l 1It is a building ! " So off we went towards it, keeping our cowse pretty decidedly. Nur
Muhammad got on ahead of me. I suddenly saw him
stop, and turn sharp off to the right, and down went
lily hopes to below zero. H e is now sure i t is not
the gumbaz, and he is going to try the " Shela," and
before I could get up to him, we had arrived a t it.
" Stop ! " said Mirzn, beaming. '' This is your Ja-iMaksud. All our troubles are over." I looked, and
the " Shela" was before me; and a more unpromisingloolung find for water it would be hard to conceive.
There was a sort of waterway, certainly, but most of it
was level with the bank, and all was deeply covered
with sand. Nowhere was there the slightest sign of
dampness. Then we sat down and waited while Nur
Mnharnmacl and Mazar went one up and the other
down the bed to look for water; Mirza, with R touching hopefulness, proceeded to select a place for my
bivouac. Presently a voice was heard calling us, and
hlirza said, " Tllere, they have found water. L e t us
come. " W e got up, and walked up the bed. Everywhere it was the same ; notlling but sand, and all the
vegetation as dry as bones, crumbling into dust a t
the least touch. There seemed no reason why we
shoulcl find water, or why we should not go up its
bed for hours without success. I knew from Goldsmid's book the Helmnnd could not linve been down
for more than eight years, and iu this thirsty broil
what hope was there water would be retained go long?
For n mile and a half this went on. T h ~ smilc :ind n
half seemed to me llke twenty. I was almost giving
up all hope of water here, nnil was tliiulting what
should be clone next; for I will do myself the
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justice to say I had no idea as yet of giving up the
game.
At this moment, Mirza, suddenly awaking to the
hopelessness of the sitnation, said, " If we do not find
water now we must just die." B u t I was by no
means disposed to acquiesce that the time for dying
had arrived. Water woulcl certainly be found eitlier
at the Helmand or in the Kacha Hills, both of which
were not more than forty miles off; and the question
to me, therefore, was not of dying, but of reaching
one or the other. I had about made up my mind to
try for the latter spot, when I saw Mazar down on his
knees, scraping the sand away excitedly, just like a
terrier after a rat. I got down and watched him.
The sand was evidently getting damper and damper,
till at last water appeared. Now the question was,
would it be drinkable ? I knew that water in the
" Shela" was good enougll if taken out soon after the
Hellnand had been down, but now the Helmand had
not visited i t for a very lengthened period. Gradually
it trickled into t l ~ ehole, till enough had collected to
fill my little cup, aud they gave i t me. It was quite
brown, and of the consistency of pea soup, so putting
my handkercl~jef over tlle lip of tlie cup to form a
strainer, I t i t ~ t e dit. &lazar, poor devil, watched ine
with the most, intense anxiety ; tlo continue my former
simile, still just lilic n terrier looks when a rat is held
aloft, nervously expectant, hopeful, yet fearful. And
as I drank and did not niake a very bad face, he burst
out deliglitjedly in a short, sharp yelp with the words,
" Wash ! wash ! was11 ! " i.e., drinkable. Yes, it
was drinkable,-very
salt, very nasty, but still no
doubt drinka1)le. So I set all the inen to work to
make wells.
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All this time I had not seen Nur Muhammad. I
fancied he had gone on ahead to look for water,
and would be sure to come back to us on hearing
me had found some; so I sat down by the hole
Mazar was digging, quite contentedly, thinking,
" Well, at last it is all over; here is water, and the
end of our outward jolxrney ;" and I indulged in
sweet reflections, in which there figured a day
when there should be no more sand, and no more
Baloches, and sweet water to drink. In the midst
of these castles in the air, one of my men came
up from the rear and called out, " Nur Muhammad
says there are men coming." I jumped up, called
out ' l Where?" and ran to the bank and looked
through my telescope in the direction indicated.
Before I had time to make out anything for certain,
the individual in question came running up breathless, saying, " I have seen some men." At this
confirmation of the report, I felt extremely riled,
and calling for my rifle, and getting all the men
up to the high ground, we stood for an instant like
a herd of bulls a t bay ; I indeed felt at bay, and
very vicious. After all our troubles to be driven
off our water, ere we had tasted a drop, was too
much, and in that short moment I determilled that
ad1 Balochistan would not make me leave that water
without a fight. So we stood to wait the result of
n, man who had been sent out to see and report
who the strangers might be. Before he had gone
far, he met two in(livid~lale,who fjeemecl to have
mnt1cl~loclifj
in their liantls, hut who ~xallyhad only
sticbs, and mllo made peaceable gestures ; and it
turnecl out that the enemy were n party of peaceable
" Makkis," or men who go to the hills for the yellow
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earth they called " mak;" and so we had not to die,
but got our water after all.
And such water it was. Ugh ! the remembrance
of it will stick to me till I die. There are certain
things I never forget ; one is a particular powder
an aunt used to give me at Portobello, when a
child, and I am sure another will be this water.
It might have some recommendation to people
who are suffering, for I am sure it would cure as
many things as Hunyadi Janos is said to be good
for, and I am sure constipation, singing in the head,
indigestion, heartburn, etc., etc., would not have a
chance agaiiist it. An enterprising chemist who
introduced " Zirreh Water," with a recommendation
from some eminent physician, would soon realize
ample returns, and the villa and one-horse chaise
would no longer be castles in the air for his imagination. If any should wish to save themselves the
trouble of going to Zirreh to fetch it, I think I
could give a recipe which would taste something
like it. Talie, then, the first nasty-looking water
you can find, mix salt with it till you make it taste
as nasty as it loolis, then impregnate it with gas
from a London street lamp, and add a little bilge
water; slial~evigoronsly, and it is ready for use.
N.B.-The
test of its being suficiently nauseous
is, that after drinking yon cannot even speak for
a second or two.
Anyhow, although thus inexpressibly nasty, the
camels appreciated it and h a n k greedily of it.
The supposed enemies we had seen proved real
friends, for they guided us to a place where the
water, if not better, was infinitely more plentifixl,
than any we had yet found.
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Thus passed one of the most anxious days I have
had in my career.
23rd February.-As the lost camels did not return
till after dark, i t was impossible to march to-day.
I n fact, I had no intention of doing so in auy case.
All our animals had had enough of it, alld if we were
to continue our journey a t all, it was necessary to
rest them. 1gave rewards to the men who brought
back the camels, and to the guide who found the
water, as well as a rupee or two to the Makkis, who
supplied us with a Little flour. The latter were much
astonished a t receiving anything, having given up
their flour with a very bad grace; but on my explaining to them that I was an Englishman, and it
was our custom always to pay for everything, I
found our friends, ever ready to take advantage of
the new turn of events, became quite as grasping
in their demands as our other Baloches. As we
had no tents, and I wanted to have a bath, I
made my lazy followers rig me up a sort of screen
out of my blankets, and behind this I enjoyed what
must have appeared to them a very uncalled-for
luxuiy, to wit, a wash.
The day was ~nfortunat~e1-yvery liazy, and we
could not get a good view of the Lar Koh and
I(acha Kol~. Tliis was n nuisance, as we were the
first Europeans who had seen them from so near.
They appear to form one range, wliich is continued
right up to Seistan ; ancl they must have been
crossed by Goltlslnid's party on their road to that
province. I cannot make out whether t l ~ e yhave
any connection with ranges further back, but, m o ~ t
probably such is the case.
I n the afternoon we went over some heavy sand

to a ridge on which were situated the ruins called
Gumbaz-i-Shah, and found them to consist of six
buildings, built in a line north-west to south-east,
along the top of the ridge, and about fifty yards apart,
facing south-west. Each had been a square-domed
building, about forty feet square, and the same
height, all but the dome being of unburnt brick.
They had no pretensions whatever to architectural
beauty, or even quaintness, and were quite of the
commonest kind of structure. There was no writing
upon them anywhere, and all the people knew was,
that they were called Gumbaz-i-Shah Maksud.
Apparently they must have been tombs, as there
were other graves scattered about on the ridge.
The fort, which is named Kala-i-Shah XIaksud, also
calls for no remark, being but a heap of rubbish.
I t is a very curious coincidence, that long before
I heard of there being any such place as Kala-iMalisud, I had laughingly determined to call the
furthest point we reached Ja-i-Maksud, or the place
of desire, the object of the journey ; and now to
fiild such a name applied to the spot I had all
along meant to reach was at least curious ;md
strange. Beyond tliie place, to m~llich the waters
of tlie Helmand had in former years evidently come
clown, there was no other halting-place, till that river
was reached some forty iniles off. To have gone on
wonld, however, have taken ine tJo Banrlar Kamal
Khan, which is in Affgh~nterritory ; and I was quite
satisfied with tlie information given me by the
Makkis, who had just come ascross, that it was all
~ a n t lwith no water anywhere ; so I determilled to
go no further. Haviug reached the poiut we started
f r o i ) ~Gwaclnr to find, we both, after our frugal dinner
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of dates and chnpattees, polished off pint bottles of
champagne, with which Major Mockler had provided us, drinking to his health and our own safe
return.
The day cleared up before the evening, and we
were enabled to get some bearings as follows:Malik Siah Koh, 2713; Kacha Koh, 212"; Lashlak
Hill, 2450; Trahu, said to be 45"; Bandar Kamal
Khan, 56"; Darmaza,, 305"; Balochaf, 296"; Hurmak,
280"; Koh-i- Khoja, in Seistan, 322".

CHAPTER IX.

24th February.-We
now turned our heads homewards, with what pleasure the reader can imagine.
We still had before us miles of sand, long hot days,
with salt water and bad food; but we could see in the
& m distance the end of it all. The road first went over
the sand-ridge called Siah Rekh for some five miles.
This ridge is so called from the sand being sprinkled
with a black gravel. Leaving the tombs on our right,
we took a direction south-east, and after crossing the
ridge we went over a stony plain cut up by innumerable ravinelets, all draining to a depression under
the sand-ridge called Nowar Siah Rekh. The distance accomplished was twenty-three miles, and
there is nothing to record, except the great heat
and glare over these burnt-up plains. The fort of
the Kacha Koh range was not more than some five
miles distant to the south, while to the north
stretched a sand-ridge some thirty feet high, which
completely shut out all view of the road by which
we had reached these delectable parts. There was
no water at our bivouac, but we had brought with us
enough of that delicious liquid from Zirreh. While
on tlie road to-day we met one of the camels which
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had bolted on the night of the 21st, and as we had l(?ft
Amir Chah early on the morning of the 20th, this poor
beast could have had no water for five days. I was
going to shoot him, bnt one of the Mnkkis who was
with us begged i t might be given to him, and as the
Zirreh water was only a few miles off, I complied,
and hope the poor beast got a drink before it was
too late. Strange to say, he was not looking much
done up, so, as there was abundance of camel forage,
i t is possible he may have got some moisture out of
the bushes he eat.
25tlh.-The name of the place we halted a t was
Gorakgori ; there was, as I have said, no water, and
e lforage for the camels, and no grass
hardly any f ~ ~or
whatever.
On Sunday the 25th we got off about eight in a
direction south-east, over the same sort of plain as
the day before ; after going for an hour me passed
the end of the Nowar Siah Rekh, a small depression
where probably water might be found a t times, certainly after rain. Crossing this plain for twenty
miles, which all drains to this Nowar, we came to
an opening in the Kaclla Koh hills, at a spot called
Syndak, where there was a little water; and then we
went up the bed of a ravine covered with salt efflorescence, and with low difficult hills on either hand,
for another five and a half miles, till we reached a
place in i t called Amalaf : here a supply of filthy
water was to be got by digging in the bed, and
there was some " ta-gaz " for forage for the camelg,
as well as some long coarse grassand plenty of fuel.
The Kachabnnd range is said to be inhabited, and
as the denizens therein bore the repute of being
always on the loolr-out for a chance of robbing some-
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how, Nur Muhammad felt convinced they would kill
us if they caught us, and he significantly added,
Arnalaf is a very favourite resort of theirs."
Accordingly I thougllt it advisable to put out some
look-out men in tlls neighbouring hills. Our supply
of food was now running very low, and it was necessary
to put every one on an allowance. Mine consisted of
four small cllupattees for breakfast, and four more for
dinner, and these washed down by stinking water
cannot be considered a luxurious feast. All o w dates
were gone, and we had llot had meat since the day
after we left Naru, viz. the 1Gth. Notwitllstallding
Muhtlmmad's forebodings, the night passed quietly,
except for considerable annoyance I received horn
Malimud, who kept grumbling a t the top of his
voice nearly all the night through.
26th Februn~.y.-Starting a t 8.35, the road from
Amalaf went for sollle four miles south-east, on the
western slopes of the hills, and then turned north to
get through them, afterwards for four miles crossing
obliquely a continuation of the same plain we had
passed over the day before, wliich is here called the
Dasht-i-Gholaman. It then gently ascended in a
direction nearly due east for five miles, till it got
into n low watershed, when in two miles further it
descended again at an almost imperceptible gradient
across a plain called the Dasht-i-Digar Chapri, where
a peculiar isolated hill is passed called Trashta Klxrik,
i~ndfrom this motller ridge, s few miles off, forming
an excelleut lnndmarli, and called Koh-i-Dalil, bore
106"; this latter was said to mark the boundary of tile
Khan of Kalat's doininions. The track then went
ovor D low ridge, which was succeeded by a secolld
about t w o miles further on the road; it then
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wound over a plain, latterly covered with heavy sand,
for some twelve or thirteen miles, when we thought
it was about time to stop; so we got down into a
hollow between two hills of sand, and halted for the
night, having done about thirty miles. There was
no water here, but abundance of camel forage and
fuel. On the road about three to four miles from
Amalaf, we got a peep of a snow-capped peak, which
bore from us 223", and which the guide said was
called Daptan,-the same as the Koh Taftan seen,
I believe, by Goldsmidt's mission on their way to
Seistan. The whole of the country to the west of
us as far as Nurmashir, and to the south as far as
Bampur, is as yet quite unexplored, and we could learn
but little of it, except that it was called Sarhadd,
owing to the men who were with us being all
enemies of its inhabitants. I was sorry I had not
time to turn south and thoroughly examine this
tract, as I think it is not at all impossible that a
practicable road could be found running right through
it, from Jalk up to Goldsmidt's route to Seistan.
Tuesday, 27th February.--We got off this morning
about 7.40, in a direction nearly due east. The
Sarhadd hills were visible almost due south of us,
and after going about three miles we passed the
Koh-i-Dalil, one mile off, and again saw the Koh-iDaptan. The road for the first nine miles was pretty
good, going over a gently ascending plain covered
with sand and gravel ; but the rest of the way there
were heavy sand-ridges, over which our poor wornout camels floundered most painfully. At about six
miles we passed a road which was said to go from
Talab to Zirseh. On our left were some low isolated
hills partially buried in s a d , and on the right was
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a high spur of the Sultan Koh, some four or five
miles distant. At 3 p.m. we arrived at ourr old
halting-place Amir Chah, and found the men we had
left there all quietly snoozing near the well, without a
single person on the watch. I rode in and told them
if we had. been Sarhaddis they would have all been
murdered ; to which they replied philosophically, no
doubt they would if such had been their " kismat "
(fate). Even tlie stinking water of this well was
welcome after our twenty-three mile ride. Here we
dug out the few things we had left, and I sent men
on the hills to look out. There was a very strong
little position on the hill to the right of the well,
and I determined before dark, in case of an alarm,
to get on to it. My friend Mahmud contiuued his
grumbling all the march ; in fact he became quite
mutinous, but it wa.s pleasant to think that in a
couple of days or so we should get rid of him.
On the 28th we got off a t 8.20, and gradually for
some four miles ascended the path by which we
had come, with hills all round us. Then instead of
going over the low Kotal on the old road, we continued up the ravine for two miles, when we crossed
a low ridge into a level plain, making straight for the
Niza Sultan, of which we had now a better view.
After going about seven miles we crossed a track
said to come from a place called Kunri, with rather
fresh footprints on i t ; so we proceeded after this
very carefully. Over the above plain the road continued for about ten miles, and then crossed a
frightful mass of sand for four miles, when we
descended into a ravine, and continued up its bed
for a coul)le of miles to its liend, just ullder the
Koh-i-Kansuri. Prom tlie sand-ridge we had a
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capital view of the salt waste to the east of Ziireh,
and of the sand-ridges to the north, between it
and the Helmand. White, silent, lifeless, it had
quite a depressing effect on us. Our halting-place,
called Chakol, was a t a pool of sweet water in the
ravine, the first we had found since the 17th. There
was no forage and scarcely any fuel here, so we had
difficulty in collecting enough roots to cook the few
chupattees we could afford to eat. W e were now
in the heart of the Sultan Koh, the principal peak
of which bore 126". The halting-places of Gamichah
ancl Washaf were a few miles to the south ; a t the
latter the water was said to be sweet.
On the 1st March the road ascended steeply for
one mile over a Kotal which connects the Koh-i-Kansuri with the Sultan Koh range. From the summit
we got a view of the Koh-i-Malik Dokand, bearing
about 59". W e then descended- into a ravine, and
followed its dry bed for ten miles, when we left it, and
for five miles went over the eastern face of the Sultan
Koh, which here descends in a long glacis slope
covered with gravel. W e then got once more
amongst very heavy sand-hills, ancl blundered about
over them for the rest of the distance, some eight
miles, to our olcl halting-place near the shrine of Pir
Icaisar, where again we found beautiful sweet water
by digging in the depressions between the sand-l~ills.
From the top of one of the sand ridges we got a view
of the Narn range, encl on, ancl saw a ridge which
seemed to i-un out from i t to the north and gradually
to become covered with sand till it &sappeared in a
waste of sand near the Helmand. There was very
gooil camel grazing here, bnt no grass, and so
lock wood'^ horse, which he had brought on with
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him, now gave it up, and as lie could not move
further a bullet put an end to his sufferings. I had
left my horse a t Naru, and had wished Lockwood to
have done the same, but he thought he would get it
through. At this halting-place there were a number
of circular spaces as perfectly clear of sand as if they
had all been carefully swept. I suppose the wind
had somehow blown in edihes and cleared these spots,
just as we sometimes see bare places round trees
otherwise enveloped with dead leaves.
On the 2nd March we marched some eighteen
miles in a direction east by south. Fifteen miles of
the journey was over heavy sand mounds covered
with " ta-gaz," and then we entered the stony Led
of a ravine coming from the Naru range, and in
three miles further arrived in the Diwanak Klior at
La1 Khan Chali. As we were riding up we saw the
camp of our friend Zangi in the distance, and after
a bit could make out a lot of people and cattle
making off to the hills as fast as they could, and
when we got in they told us that, thougli they
thought it was us, it was just as well to make sure of
their safety. Here I found my servant Muhammad,
who llad come all the way from Baghdad with me.
He had my little tent ready pitched and cleaned out,
and within an hour after we had got in liad made us
a brealifastl which we thongllt perhaps the very best
we liad ever tasted; but then we had not seen any
meat since the 17th, and for the last five days llad
not liad more tllail one pound of flour per die111 to eat.
Take it all rouild, this was the nastiest bit of work,
wit11 the shortest commons, I had ever yet cxperienced. From the 17th to the 'Lnd, fourteen days, we
had twice had driilkaLle water ; for llille days \vc llad
13
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lived on two pounds of flour and a handful of dates,
and for five days on one pound of flour only. W e
liad no covering night or day, and had only managed
one really good wash the whole time. If it be
remembered that before this for fifteen days we had
also lived only on flow and dates, I think the reader
will be able to realize that our system seemed to
outclo Mr. Banting's altogether. Yet we were both
very well. At least, I never felt better in my life,
and I am sure a t this time Lockwood looked the
picture of health; in fact, I remember our having an
argument as to who was the most fit.
3rd Mor.cl~.-We enjoyed what I hope the reader
will consider a well-deserved halt. W e had besides
a good deal to talk about and arrange, as we had
determined to separate from this point and return to
India by separate routes. We settled that Lockwood
should go by the most direct and practicable route
he could find from La1 Khan Chah vih Chageh and
Nushki. This line would take him on to that followed by Christie in 1810, after he had parted from
Pottinger a t Nushki. At Bulu, or some other convenient spot, he was to make very caxeful enquiries
and notes of every road he could hear of that led
to the Helmand between Naru and Nnshki. From
tlle latter place he settled to go v i i Mastung, by tlie
most direct route practicable for camels, to Bibi Naru
in the Bolan, and thence to Jacobabad as fast as
possible. Lockwood was to take with him three of
the men under Mnla Abdul Rahim, who w;ls one
of tlie befit of the lot, ]LC linving on all occnsiolls
proved himself no st willing, intelligent, aud reliable.
W l ~ e t l ~dangertluentenet~lorhardsl~iphntl
er
to be undergone, he wn3 always forenlost, cluiet, tl-nstwortl~y,iirld
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indefatigable. We both had the very highest opinion
of him. Lockwood took with him also his own servant, s Kaldani Christian whom he had brought from
Baghdad, one of the best and staunchest servants I
ever met. We had seen several of these people serving
as sailors on the Resident's steamer at Baghdad, and
were much struck with their splendid physique. If
the Kaldanis are all like these, it is no wonder they
have lield their own against Turk, Kurd, and Persian
to the present day. I was to take with me old Nur
Muhammad, who had particular objections to going to
Nushki, owing to liis having more than once raided
the people of that district; also Mirza, to whom I liad
taken a great likihg, and who wished to come on
with me, and two others. All the rest of the crew,
with their worthy leader Mahmud, were to go back
by the Mashkel to Panjgur. Short as was the time
this creature had been with us, it was more tlian
enough to show how utterly unworthy of any sort
of confidence he was. Shameless in his greed,
without honour in his dealings, he was as unifornily
insolent in his address to us as lie was without
power over his men. Though what I had agrecd
to pay him was far above liis deserts, lie lost 110
opportunity of swindling or wheedling me out of
more, and thougli he was on all occasioiis tre:~tetl
with every consideration, he never returned our
kindness by one hour's honest service. His cllaracter scemed to me to be a concelltrated essence of
:dl tllat was bad iu Baloch nature. His brother
Gholain llasnl was a fitking relative for such :LI I ~ ~ L I ~ .
lllc greed, absolute dishonesty, and insolence of
Malirnud were in his case r:~tlierintensified by his
superior ii~tclligciice.
I 1
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I n the evening 1 sent for Mahmud and his brother,
in fact for all of them, and I first expressed my
pleasure with the conduct of Mirza, Nur Muhammad,
Mula Abdnl Rahim and some others, and then paid
them t-heir wages. Turning to Zangi I said, as he
liad proved himself so faithful though we had no
claim on him aud had trusted entirely to his honour,
I woulcl double the recompense I had promised him.
All the above were intensely pleased. I liad spoken
to them and rewarded them first, because as I had
:I, rather nasty business before me I wished to have
some one on my side.
I then turned to Mahmud and Gholam Rasul, and
said, " Anil now for you and your people: I have been
extremely dissatisfied with yon all from beginning to
end. Yon came to me f d l of high promises of service,
and yon have not fulfilled one of them, and therefore
all I shall do for you is to give you the wages I
promised;" and I handed him over a bag of rupees.
H e took them very quietly and counted them, and
said in a sneering tone, "They n9.e all right," adding,
"Where are the guns, e t cetera, you promised us." I
said, " I promised you them if you behaved properly,
but as you have not I shall uot give you one." He
glared a t me and said, " You must." I replied, " I
sl~all?rot." " W e will make yon," said Malirnnd.
"By God, will you!" said I, jumping up and pulling
out my revolver. On tllis they all followed snit ant1
seized their arms, and it loolied rather RS if there was
goiug to be some fighting; but I never thought so.
I knew tAe crew too well. M:~hmuil was ;c~,lucl{y,
I believed, but Gholam Iiasul was n skunl<; and
though the rcst of them were rrlorc nnlnerotzs than
we were, and I could not expect zr~ticli nssistance
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from tliose who were so far with us, still I thought
Lockwood and I, his servant and mine, and the Mula,
were enough to cow them. Here Mirza came out
and caught liold of Mahmud. Old Nur Muhammad
sneered out, " You had better keep your courage for
the road back." Gholam Rasul had turned a whitishgreen, and there was not much very formidable in
the looks of the others, so they all walked off,
Mahmud saying, " If yon do not give those guns to
us before morning we'll take them." I thought i t
better to say no more, but drawing my men together
we went off to n little distance to talk the matter
over. Old NUF Muhammad said, " It is all wind ;
Mahmud is plncliy enough, and mad; but the otliers
are only Panjguris. ''
Still, though I had pnrti:~lly shut up Mahmud, I
by 110 means tlionglit the matter finally arranged.
It had been my intention at tlie coinmeilcement of
the journey to have rewarded every one inost liberally, should their conduct have warrauted it, and I
was quite prepared to part with all the arms that
could be spared, as well as the other presents
I had, au(1 anything of my own wllicli I thought
rnight be useful or acceptable to them. I am
always a great advocate for rewarding honest service liberally, but it innst be real. I have no i d e : ~
of the justice of recompensing all inen alike, wlietller
they liave worlced well or not. I think, perhaps,
there are sorue who inay be of opinion that I sllould
]lave given Mnllmud and llis brother their presents
and lct tlielii go. NO doubt, by so doing, I should
have earned nu easy repntatioil for liberality, and
lie and tlre wholo of l ~ i sdirty crew would liave
gone away rejoicing, doitbtless, bnt not gratelul.
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They would have been pleased, but would have
laughed in their sleeves a t the ease with which the
Faringis had been frightened into parting with their
goods, and, conscious of their own demerits, they
could not but have attributed the giving of the
presents to fear of withholding them. The result
of this would have been present freedom from care
for ine, but a crop of insolence and bad service for
any who came after me. The word would have
gone round that the English reward whether they
are served well or badly, or not a t all, but I had
no wish to leave this legacy behind me, but rather
to procluce a conviction that only good service would
meet with reward. Thus i t was that thinking all
this over, I had a somewhat anxious night; I was
determined not to yield in the matter of presents,
and though I was not afraid of actual violence, I
anticipated insolence. I had met with specimens
of it before, but all had, doubtless, been tempered
by the hope that they might receive some reward;
but now they knew there was no such prospect
before them i t was impossible to foresee what length
their insolence might reach, and certainly hard to
determine how far it should be allowed to go without being resented. Mahrnud ancl his brother had
frequently insulted me personally, and I had passed
it over as the vapourings of a half-wit; but if he
should insult my Government or my country, I felt
that the inatter could not 1)e overloolted. But wliat
notice co111cI I take that would in any way adequately
avenge the insult? I had alreacly felt it necessary
to inform him that I considered his conduct so bad
that I was not going to give him anything more
than the pay I had agreed on, so that my last
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card was played. Having deprived him of hope, I
had no further hold over him ; sense of honour
the man had none ; though, as lie often boasted,
descended from ancient kings, his meanness was
such that the lowest slave would have been ashamed
to have imitated him. Then he was quite irresponsible ; an exile from his own country, he, of course,
acknowledged none other, and the authority of the
Khan, generally ra,ther hazy, I fancy, is but a shadow
in Panjgur. It would not do to engage in any war of
words with an insolent man, still less would it be wise
to deal out to him the swift retribution of a blow, for
that might lead to the drawing of cold steel, and
then, having not a soul beyond our own selves upon
wliom to rely, all of us might have been massacred ;
or if, as was by no means improbable, the whole took
to their heels at tlle sight of two wrathful Britons,
with their swords drawn, a far worse fate might befall
me, and I might be told by some young secretary, the
most agitating circumstance of whose life, perhaps,
had been a fly in his tea, that lie was astonished
and grieved to find that I had so little control over
my temper. Oh, I thougllt, if I could ollly take the
whole crew, one down and the other come on, I
arn sure my good c1aymol.e would not fail me, arid
I do not tliinli my right Iirziid would play me false !
Tllen I lnngllctl at myself at being thus reducetl to
that great soh~tioiiof dificalties, tlie cutting of tlle
Gordian lcnot. All ! 11ow easy everything would be
if we conld all tlius gct out of our responsibilities.
And so I went to sleep, and dreamt of happier
times.
Next moraing, tlle 14tl1, I was up early, aiztl soon
tlie mcn begn'n to movc about, wliile I was happy
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to find that Mahmnd and his brother sat silent,
rather with the gloom of despair on their faces,
than with the mien of any stern resolve. Could
it be, I thought, that in the calm stillness of the
night they liad talked i t all over, and thinking it out
had arrived a t the conclnsion which comes to a11
of us a t some time or other, " me have made fools
of ourselves," and that now they had not sufficient
life in them but just to sit and look a t the things
that might have been theirs being packed up ? Any
way, I lost no time in bringing matters to a head ;
i t was better, I felt, to have done with it. So I sent
them all the flour I could spare for their return
journey, on which, "more Balochi," they sent and
asked for grain for their camels also. I then picked
out the camels I meant to give them for the road,
and sent them. Still no sign was made, still
Mahmud sat looking a t Gholam Rasul, and becoming, as people do when both are in the wrong,
mutually snappish. Still, the preparations went on,
each of the three parties that were to separate this
day gradually getting everything ready, till at last
Mahmnd got up, and with the whole body of his
dilty " gholams," as he callecl them, came up. I
mas in a very good temper, nntl prepared to lienr
myself reviled with clue sub~nission,and to avoid
any row, if i t could be done with honour. H e
came straight up to me, ancl holding out his hand,
said, " I have come to aslc forgiveness, I wag
wrong to speak like I (lit1 yestcrtlny ; do not bear
it in yoilr heart against me." This clisartned rne
at once ; for everytlling but a frank avowal of error
like this I was prepared, ant1 if lie liad continued
this line of attack, I sllould, I tliink, have given
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way. However, my displeasure a t liis conduct was
founded on no imaginary grounds, and so I said,
" Mahmud Khan, I do forgive y o u ; God knows I
will bear you no ill in my heart ; I am very sorry
indeed that you should liave behaved in s manner
whicli makes it iinpossible for me to give you those
presents, which I brought all the way from London
to distribute to those who served me well; I regret
I cannot think you have done so, and I hope it will
be a lesson to you, tllat though the English are
ready to reward well, they never do so without
adequate service." H e replied, " I t is my .loss,
" No,"
but do not let me go from you angry."
I answered, " I am not angry ; good-bye," and I
gave him my hand. H e left, and in two minutes
more he was on the camel I had given him, and
en 1-oute. After all, though he had got much less
than I had lioped to give him, he liad not done
badly. He had received three hundred and sixty
rupees in pay, six camels as a present, and a gun,
and he had probably made not less tllail two hundred
and forty rupees out of the cainels he had bought
for me. I then turned to the few who had done
well; to Mirza, the ever cheerful, ever ready, ever
obedient; to the Mala, one of the inost quiet, willing,
indefatigable men I liave seen; and to old Nur
Muhammad, the shrewd, greedy, but faithful gnicle,
and said, " H e has been his o ~ v neileiny ; yon have
seen that lie has gone empty-handed, because I am
not pleased witli his service ; yon, wlio liave clone
well, I will treat quite differeiltly."
The things were a11 ready iio~v,so I said good-bye
t o Locliwood, +nd we parted, to meet, we hoped,
again at Jacobabad. Tlle day was very h o t ; I
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was suffering great paiu froru a boil, which made
riding very painful, and the rnarch was intensely
uninteresting, among low black hills, from which
I could get no view, yet I had not felt so lighthearted for a long time. My face was turned
homemards, and I had got rid of Mahmud. The
march was a short one, fifteen miles, and we halted
in the Juli ravine, where there was a pool of brackish
water. I n the evening I climbed the highest hill
near, and got bearings to the Koh-i-Sultan and Malik
Naru, while in the far distance were the peaks Koh-iSafid, Morpish, and Dokand, which we fixed on the
way up ; I was disappointed, however, in not seeing
the Gat-i-Earot, which formed such a capital landmark.
5tlb.-Since we left Panjgur, we had been marching after breakfast,-not
because I in any way
approved of the system, but because my escort
appreciated i t a little a t first, and Captain Lockwood all through. I myself never liked the idea;
I never expected any more comfort from it, or
any more efficiency, and I think the result showed
that I was correct. W e used generally to get off
by nine, and having thus lost three good hours,
we had, of course, to carry on for more than that
time longer in the afternoon. And the result was
we were always going in the hottest part of the day,
an arrangement which cannot by any possibility
be good for the animals, especially when water is
scarce. Then we always arrived too late to let the
camels have a proper graze. Incleed, the only advantage the system had was to allow of a couple of
hours longer in bed. However, now I wa8 alone I
changed all this. W e got up at 3.30, and off at 4.30,

just before daybreak, and by 8.30 we llad done fourteen miles. I wished to go on after watering the
animals, but there was no water for fifteen miles
further, so we halted till the afternoon, and then did
nine ancl a half miles more. I n this way the camels
got a good long graze and a rest during the heat of tlie
day. The road left the liills, and kept outside them
all day, going over high stony plateaux, divided by
broad ravines. To the left was a spur of the Naru
range called Karzak, which is also the name of one of
the ravines we crossed. We halted in the bed of the
Dallna ravine, the head of which is far off, close to
tlie Naru peak. There is a good deal of water in its
bed, in pools, but i t is u~ifortunatelybrackish, though
uot so inuch so as to be undrinliable. There is also
plenty of fuel, forage, and some grass, so it is well
suited for a camp. Leaving the Dahna ravine a t
three, we very soon got into a still larger one, called
the Amuri, whose source is on the opposite side of
a spur to tlie Dahna, and as far north. It is very
broad, and its bed is covered pretty thickly with
tamarisk. After following it for about five miles, the
path goes on east, and leaves the ravine which comes
from a gorge to the north, and, crossing a couple of
low watersheds, enters a narrow gully, down which
is a small ravine called Wnrli, mhicli runs south ;
after getting clear of the liills we halted in its bed.
This is one of those things which are s~lpposed
to be very foolisli to do, but, like everything else, it
depends entirely on circumstances,-the country, the
nature of the ravine, the time of tlie year, the state of
tho weather. And so, having take11 all these into
considerntion, and found it was about a thousand
to ollc nb.ainst tllo ravine coliiing down, and ten
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thousand to one against its catching us if it did, I
did that foolish tlling, and camped right in the
waterway.
On the 6th March we got off early, and, going over
the same stony ravine-cut plateaux as yesterday,
arrived in a couple of hours a t a well called Nilagan,
where the water was pretty good. I meant to have
watered the animals and gone on to the next water
without stopping long. But we had to wait an hour
for a man who had forgotten and gone back for something. Here we got a view of the Malik Siah Koh,
and could see another highish range joining it fiom
the west. At last, however, we got off, and passing
a road coming from Jalk, reached a place called
Girom in two and a half hours. Here we were lucky
enough to find excellent water and good grazing.
On the roar1 to-day we passed pretty close to the Gati-Barot, which we had first seen from Meski, and
which proved t o be much further to the east than
we then thought it. It is an isolated rock, after the
manner of the Droogs in India, which rises abruptly
out of the plain and forms an excellent landmark.
I t probably was once connected wit11 the Nohli
range, which runs not far to the south of it, but now
i t stands quite apart. I was unable to procure a
good guide a t Naru, and the one I got spoilt this
clay's work altogether. W e reached the Girom
ravine a t 10.20, and I wanted to go on to another
water-spot, called Jaori Chah, which he had told me
was near. But now it was evident he did not wish
to proceed, so he swore i t was very far, and mould
take half a day longer. I felt alillost certain this
was untrue, but was 01,liged to halt a t tliis water,
and let the camels graze a bit. In the afternoon
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we resumed our march, meaning to go as far as
we could towards the next water, and then bivouac
for the night. But we had only been travelling an
hour when the guide stopped suddenly and said,
"This is the well Jaori Chah." This was too bad.
H e had positively sworu it was not under half a day's
journey in the morniug, when it would have been as
easy, in fact better, to have come on here as to stay
at Girom. But now it was difficult to know what to
do. I n these countries it is very hard to leave water
when once you liave got it, and as RIalilnud had
taken all my " mussuclcs " (water-skins) we were hard
up for things in which to carry any of the precious
commodity. However, we had made so Little way today that I determined on attempting a further push.
So I watered the horses and camels, and, carrying as
much as we could, we hastened on our way. But tlie
fates were against us. The road soon became very
bad, descending and ascending out of very steep
ravines by stony, difficult traclts, which made the
travelling very bad. So after an hour, when we got
into the Ghedan-pasti ravine by a break-neck slide
rather than path over sheet rock, I thought it best
to stop. Tlie halting-place was called Lagujgarh,
and the ravine in which it is situated is very llarrow
and stony. It has plenty of water, but very salt,
thong11 tlie camels and horses seemed to drink it all
riglit. Tliere is also abundance of " pish " for fuel,
but very little forage at all.
Tlie pis11 wliich we left at tlie Tankli-i-Zorati, and
hat1 not seen since, had now collie back to us, this
ravine being the first place in which we found it
again. I crtunot say I cared iiluoh to see it, though
its vcrdaiicy did liely to relieve the monotonoue
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brown of the Mekran hills and ravines. But some of
the men were quite delighted, and they immediately
picked enough to fit themselves out each with a brannew pair of sandals.
Our camp was again in the bed of the ravine.
Indeed, I have a fancy for such localities, especially
when, as in this case, all the ground around is stony.
A soft spot can generally be found in them, and on
this night I selected a bit of salt efflorescence as the
best place available.
7t7~Marc7~-Our road led us up and down a succession of ravines divided by Little ridges, till we
emerged into a plain close to the Gat-i-Hamun,
an isolated ridge of low but steep hills, and after
crossing a considerable ravine called Mehrui, which
has its source from the Malik Siah, and eventually
drains into tlie Morjin depression, we came to a
ravine called the Harnun Khor. Here we found
abundance of excellent water by scraping a few
inches a~lywllere in the bed, and there was also
plenty of fuel and forage, and a little grass. So far
we got on very well, but nine miles was of course too
little for a day's work, and it proved quite impossible
to make out from the guide what was the distance
to the next water. So after feeding the animals and
ourselves we got off again about twelve. Luckily
the day was very cool, tlie suu being quite obscured
by the clouds. After crossing several ravines and
going over the same stony intervening plains, we, at
fifteen miles, came to tlie Sorgil ravine, in the bed
of wllicll there was abundance of water, at this
time quite sweet, probably being the proceeds of
reccnt raiu ; but there was every sign that it would
soon turu brackisll, ;tnd the guiclc said t,hat it was
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seldom driukable. Unfortunately here there was
no forage for the camels, and as this was not less
necessary for them than water is for man, we were
obliged to resume our journey. We went down the
bed of the Sorgil for a mile, and the11 scrambled over
a most interminable ancl provoking set of low hills
covered with stones, which were very trying to the
camels. For three miles we plodded on manfully,
and then emerged into the Dasht-i-Golab, which is
continuous with the Dalbandin plain; but we still had
a couple of miles to accomplisl.1 before we came to
sufficiently good grazing ground. This we reached
at five, having made thirty miles in the day.
There was a great deal too much southing in our
route, but the guide and Nur Muhammad assured me
there was no other practicable road, the most direct
line to Dalbandin being stayed by the ridge we
crossed at an easier point. I n front of our bivouac,
stretching to the east and west as far as could be
seen, was a very heavy ridge of sand, which runs
parallel with the Soraf range. This was about
twelve miles off to the south, and consists of two
distinct and parallel ridges, the further one being
of a considerable height. To the west the sand
range did not continue very far, bnt to the east it
went on as far as could be seen.
8 t l ~Marcl~.-It proved as I expected,-we
llad
journeyed a great deal too far south yesterday; so we
lind now the inortificntion of going bacli north by east
to get into our right line again. I had all along an
nncornfortable feeling we inust, be off the right road,
tllough the guide nut1 Nur Muhaminad both saicl it
was llot SO. For tun i d e s we welit across the open
1'1:kiu in :L dircctioli of 6 0 to a cnlnp of nomads.
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Here we halted and breakfasted, after which we sent
off some of the men for water. This place is called
Lagdund, and i t boasts a consiclerable lot of cultivation, the first we had seen for over forty days. I n
the after noon we went on still in a more northerly
direction, and after twelve miles reached Lyada Dalbandin, the end of the day's march. As it was dark
before we got in I sent Nnr Muhammad on ahead to
warn the people we were friends, while we stopped a
bit. After a while he called to ns to come 011, and
as we were reaching the camp they signed to us to turn
to the left and go on to the water. This I considered
a great piece of impertinence, though I was not
sure whether it proceeded from this cause, or from
ignorance or suspicion, or both; any way, as these
gentlemen have earned for themselves the reputation
of being the greatest thieves in Naru land, I thought
it as well to tell my men to keep a brighter lookout a t night than usual. Morning, however, arrived
without anything occurring.
Dt11.-In the morning Khan Jalmn Sanjarani, the
chief of this part of the world, came to see me. H e
mas a very gentlemanly-looking wan, with clear-cut
features. H e brought llis two sons and a brother,
all of whom were the image of himself. After the
usual salutations the customary enquiry elicited
the rather s t a r t h g information that the Khan had
returned to Kachi, and was soon coming up to Kalilt,
when he was going to bring with him twenty thousand
English troops; an estimate which must have been
foru~ecl from an exz~ggeratecl idea of the I(11nu's
imp~rt~ance,combined with a small opinion of
the value of British soldiers. I asked what they
supposed tweuty tl~ousand men wcrc going to
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do ? " W e don't know, but we suppose you do,"
was the laconic reply. The fact is, recent interference in Kalat affairs, however beneficial i t may
have been in other respects, was having tlie effect
of unsettling men's minds in these parts. It was
quite within tlieir understandiilg that we should
want to settle terms between the Khan a:ld his
chiefs for some ulterior object of our own, but that
we should do so merely for the sake of peace on
our border, they wmld not swallow. Consequently
they had a story that we had made the Khan a
prisoner, and were going to liave a cantonment a t
Panjgur. I said of course I did not believe any force
was coming, and certainly not such a large one; but
it was evident tliey did not believe a single word I
spoke. Twenty thousand English troops ! why, there
is nothing in the whole of Balochistan to withstaud
two thousand. Khan Jahau informed iiie that the
district or province of Chageh included the wl~oleof
tlie country to' the north-west of Nushki, all beiug
under the orders of Sarfara\z Khan, who is also chief
of the Sanjareni tribe, by whom it is inhabited. It
consists of the following subdivisions: Chageh proper,
ICoh-i-Pnsht, Koli-i-Sunt, and Dalbandin.
While on the subject of boundaries, I may as
well record wliat Nur Mulinmmad considered those of
ICliarau. These are Knla Niinroz, above Azacl Ga,z,
on the L3ndn ; Gwarjali, 12akslian, Rngeli, beyoild
Rnksllnl~ towards tlie Mashkel ; Panjgur Band to
Bibi Lori ; tlleuce to west foot of Sohraf range ;
tl~cnce: ~ l o ~ ieast
g foot of Kala Niiiiroz.
r i
Illo lieliis, to ~vliichtribe Nnr Mnli:~inlriadl)clougctl,
say their bouudariev exteutl from Bibi Lori, along
tlia foot of t,llc! Si:~llan, to Tanlili-i-Zor:~ti; all
14
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Dehghwar, frorn five miles north of J a l k ; thence
to Mir Hop, north of Ladiz, six miles ; Mir
Janm, Jujak, Talab, Paniliam, Walrab, and Bibi
Lori. Tlleir chiefs are Sakh and Kadir Bakhsli,
who live in Jalk. Formerly they were under the
Khan of I<alat, but not since Mahmud Khan's time,
.cl~~riug
whicli Azad Khan had some sort of comrna~id
over them, till about seven years ago he built the fort
of Golllg~11,with the intention of bringing thein more
under subjection; tllereupon they fled to tlie Kajars,
who sent a force under Ibrahim Khan, and destroyed
this fort. Since this time they liave been in a way
tributary or under the protection of Persia, that is,
they yay nothing, but give " Kamar bandi." Azad
Khan has some seventy of them with him, and he
raids the others whenever lie talres a fancy that
way, and from this cause lle is now looked on as
their greatest enemy.
I halted this morning to give the camels a little
rest, and make arrangements about another guide.
I t w ~ t sarranged that Nnr Muhammad and all tlie
Inen except Mima were to leave me liere and go
by Kharan back to their homes. The former old
gciltlenian for the last forty days had been the
central figure iu all our explorations, and on the
whole lle served me riglit well. H e li:~,cl, I believe,
told me all 11e knew about the country, and tliis wits
probably more than any one else, and lie was a gre:~t,
success as a guide, seldom making any iriistalie in
place3 he had visited, ailtl ferreting out t,l~eroad with
great sl~rewduessor " dalil," as 110 callecl it I~inisclf,
in parts with wllicli he liacl not bee11 previously acquairited. I l c ~)osscsse(lin :LU erriiiiciit clcgrcc tho
greediness wl~ioll iu so l)roirliilcnt :L f'c:~turo in the
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Baloch chal.acter, but as he did the work well, I never
grudged giving in to his unconscionable demands,
and now in addition to the pay I agreed on, I made
over to him a couple of camels, these being, as lie
informed uie, tlle greatest friends he possessed, more
so than any of his wives, of whom he had three, all
I think on the whole he
" Kittle Cattle," he said.
was pleased with the treatment lie liad received, but
he could not resist the temptation to get something more out of me, and though lie liad just
received one hundred and sixty rupees,-more than
he ever before possessed (houestly, a t least) in his
life,--he came up, and twisting his rugged and
villainous features into the nearest approach to
an insinuating smile lie could, begged for soil.le
more rupees to buy a water-sliiu. H e was one of
the Rekis who had separated froni their tribe, aiid
wllo are now living under Azad Khan. H e led me
by tlie very road I was in quest of, and laid bare
all the secrets of the great silent desert, in which
he liad been my companion for forty days, and so
I was stttisfied. The key to the whole of this tract
lies in au accurate knowledge of the watering-places,
and I think hc told me of every one tliat exists, togetlicr wit11 tlieir Brtlocli classification of " Sliirin."
" Wash," " Waragi," and " T a11-11," wllicli mean
respcctively, sweet, good, drinkable, and bitter.
'I'liero are seldom any tracks left iu the oceiill of
shifting sand of wllicll tlie desert we had passed
throng11 is colul)osecl, but tliere are no rlifficulties
of roatiw:~y to c~iconuter;so if one linows wherc?
to loolr for tlie water, one can stecr by collipass
just as if on board ship.

CHAPTER X.
B R A H U I

L A N D .

HAVING
paid every one up, I arranged t o go on with
only Mirza and my servants to Sohraf. This was
said to be six good days off, and we made a short
march this afternoou to a camp of Brahuis, where
it was said guides and camels would be forthcoming.
Accordingly we moved off, and going over a
similar sort of plain, bounded on the north by the
same low stony ridge, and still limited by the sand
riclge on the south, F e arrived, after twelve miles,
a t a Brahui camp, near a watering-place to the
north, called Yishak. As we were going along, an
elderly gentlemau rushed out with a small carpet,
and called out, " H i ! where are you going ? Stop
here.'' And when he saw we still liept on our way,
for I wanted to be near the water, 11e said, " H i !
stop here, you are my guest, don't blacken my face.
Agha (Sir), do stop ; for God's sake be my guest,"
and so on. I was so nrnnsed tlint I llaltecl; t l ~ c u
11e came up, n,ild ~eizetlhold of my leg, n i ~ dsaid,
"Then now you are going to stop." But I protested that I wanted to go on to be LLO;LL. the water.
" Water I I will give you water, ; L L I ( ~ uleat, aud

BRAHUI LAND.

213

milk, and bread-whatever
you want." So I said,
l 1 I am very rnuch obliged, and since you
are so
kind I will stay here." "Kind," he called out, laughing, '' wait till you see. Now what do you w a n t ?
A little milk ? Nothing else ? Have some bread."
"No, I have bread; but if you get us a little wood-"
l 1 Of
course ; and you'll have some meat ? I have
lots of meat." l 1 Thanks," I said, " I have meat ;
could you get some grass for the horse?" Before
the words were out of my mouth, he shouted, " Hi,
Shahu ! ho, Mehrula ! run and get some grass for
the Agha's horse.-Now what else do you want ?"
"Nothing more," I replied; but lie went on pressing
me for a long time to have this and that. This, as
a specimen, and a first specimen of the Brahuis, was
certainly a great improvement ; I was more than a
month among tlle B:tloches, and no man ever offered
me a glass of water, and the last Baloch I met, Khan
Jahan, when I arrived a t his camp told me to go on.
The benevolent old gentleman, who was called Shah
Dost, contillued his attentioils late in the night, and
in the morning it was just t h e same ; I feel sure
there was no n~rie7.e~ e ? ~ s c ;for
e , he never aslied for
any payment, aud when I gave his little daughter
a couple of rupees, ns a delicate way of returning hi^
kindness, he wanted to return them ; a t which the
young lady pouted, and was going off into a "Boo!
hoo !" I said, " L e t her take them on my account ;
your lcindness cannot be paid for by money." How
different from the Baloch, who, if he does anything
for yon, ;~lwnysprecedes i t by an enquiry what his
" hakli " is t o be.
As the guide I expccted was not here, I sent for
him.
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1Otl~MarcI~.-In the morning he arrived, and with
him Mahmud Shah Khan Sanjarani, son of Sarfaraz
Khan, the chief of Chageh. This young man mas an
~ulcommonlygood-looking fellow, and he was quite
civil enough. His manners savonred rather of the
camp than the salon, but I believe he was sincere
in liis offer of service. H e did not seem to lrnow
anything about hlirza, and perhaps it was as well,
as their respective grandfathers haad quarrelled many
years ago, and the blood still remained ~unremitted.
After some talk i t was arranged we should go on
to the camp of the guide, Sllmar, a t a place called
Istun, about five miles off, and there breakfixst, while
he got ready to start with u s ; so talring leave of
Mahmncl Shsh, Khan Jahan, and, least though he
was in rank, and last though I mention him, certainly first in my regard, old Shah Dost Khan, whom
I told, if I ever had an opportunity of serving,
I would, we started on our way.
On the road to Sumar's camp we reached a depression eviclently subject to iullndation after much
rain, but there were no signs of salt anywhere. We
passed two or three of these yesterday, and the plain
was gradually being more encroached upon by the
sand, and though what remained seemed equally
good soil, it was losing its nuiform cl~aract~er.From
the greenness of the grass round about, and the
frequent occurrence of these degressions, I shoulcl
argue that water was not very far off, and that t,he
culttivation of this t'ract riligllt be extended to any
limit, if irrigated from wells. There seems to me,
in fact,, very little clonbt that this plain of Dalbandin,
or whatever he the name for the whole of it, might
wit11 very little management s ~ ~ p p otwenty
rt
to thirty
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times its present population, and in fact there might
be several large villages here, each with its cultivation, the waste bits being kept for the sheep and
goats, and the sandy bits for camel grazing.
When we arrived a t Sulnar's camp, I sat down
and began peacefully to reflect over the five miles
we had come. Soon I heard a female voice, of not
the most musical description, making a great row;
but having become quite callous to horrid sounds
and fearful smells, I took no notice. The accents,
however, got louder, and so I looked up, and to my
ustouishrnent found an old lady whose grey hairs
should have taught her better manners, talking a t
me and gesticulating violently. They say that in
moments of supreme danger, the most nervous oftelj
become quite cool, and in this case it certainly
proved true. Generally, I am rather afraid of the
fair sex, and have often entered fully into tlie feelings
of the young gentleman who said he would rather
meet a lion than face a ladies' scl~ool; but now I
was perfectly and ui~acconntnblycool, and I think,
having stood the trial of being slanged in Br:~liui,
by an aged and excited old lady, I ~ l l i ~have
ll
more
confidence with the fair sex iu future. I turnetl
for an explanntion, and W:LS told slie was iinploring
ilie not to tnlie lier Sui11:tr away. I told tlie intterp e t e r to say I oi11y vrnnted a gnicle ; if I could get
any one else Sumar might stay. B u t Sulnar did not
lilie this a t all; lie lind got the " kulladar " " itch
too, : ~ n ddid not admire having to give up this chance
of inaltillg :Llittle ir~oiley; so he told his inanllna ill
the most unfilial manner to hold l ~ e tongue.
r
Lnclrily
':' Tho "kullndnr"

is thc nnulc by which tho rupco with the liead

of t,be Sovereign stnmpcd thcrcon i~ known throughout Central Asia.

216

.

WANDERINGS IN BALOCHISTAN.

she then turned on him, and said, all being interpreted to me ns she went on: "Don't go, Sumar;
don't go ! Who knows who this Faringi is ? " Then,
:~fterusing d l the arguments she could think of, she
aclcled, "Don't go, Sumar,-he may kill you!" At this
every one burst out laughing, and Snmar said : " No,
lie is a, Sahib, he won't be treacherous," and the
others called out to her, " Never mind, if he kills
Sumar, we'll kill him." " No, you won't kill him,"
screamed the old girl ; " he'll have gone away, and
Snmar too; if you want to kill him, why don't you
do so now 7" Dear old lady, how kind of you ! but
when it came to talk of killing, I thought it was
time to put a stop to the little entertainment, so
laughingly I told the interpreter to say, " Killing an
Englishman is rather an expensive amusement, both
at the time and afterwards. You see, dear Madam,
I Lave got here a rifle that goes off sixteen times
before one of your men could get his off once, and
here I have a pistol that goes off six times; so if
Snmar's men tried to kill me"-"
God forbid!" broke
in Sumar-" I shall probably liill about twenty of them
before they kill me; therefore don't you think it
would be better to let Suuinl. come with me and
get a few rupees ?" On the failure of all her efforts
she went away yelpiug to lier tent, and after t h i ~
:~rnusiug little contretemps we got off, and mnclc
uearly eighteen ~niles lllore before linlting. Tlle
roncl went tlirongh :L s11cces.1~ioliof the (1el)resrjion~1
nier~tio~lecl
above, tlividetl Ijy sand hillocli~. After
journeying about six rnilcs wo passed a ro:d going
i . sand now became inore and more
to N ~ ~ s l ~ kTile
abundant, proving, as it always does, more thnn
an equal antagonist for the good soil. The sand
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hitherto had been confined to one long ridge on
the south, but now isolated hillocks began to appear,
and these were evidently increasing in size. W e
passed three or four places where rain wator was still
re~r\ninilig,one, called Nn~llrelil~,
beill: over n llundred
yards long; and at last we halted at a spot called
Konarak, having done nearly twenty-three miles,
which was as much as I expected after the delay
caused by Sumar's mamma. From Namrekh there
is a road which goes over t'he range to the sonth
between the Kamburan and Cliarian peaks by the
Rahio pass in three days to Kharan. It is, however,
very difficult, and is not practicable for camels. On
the left of the road, bearing 41°, is a hill which the
guide called Pulcliota, bnt which is the snmc as is
shown oil the inaps as Melih-i-Rustam, and away
to the east is :Llake-basin or Hamlul, wliicli receives
tlie waters of the Nusliki river.
On the 11th we got off at 5.25 a.m., and went
over an easy sand-ridge, and then over a long ilarrow
plain between sand-ridges, with the I<nmburan range
on tlle right. I n two iliiles we reached a lialtingplace with no water, called Pul-i-lob, and, continuing
on tlie same plain, at the sixth mile, crossed a ravine
lower down, on wliicli was a watering-place called
Ghazl, and on our right the Sell Snman liill, over
which tllcre is a road to Besamar. At the eighth mile
tlic Chi~liSar liill was pnssecl about two milcs to tlle
left, and at the eleventh inile rrro cniiie to n p1:tce called
Meski, where I hnlte(1 for a tirne. Going 011 again,
we crosscd n rnviue, and t,licii tlie coimtry became
very stony ; at the fonrteentll mile we reached a
well, situated in a ravine, called I<huslilri. Tlle well
is very deep, but the water is good, and there is
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plenty of fuel, caulel forage, and grass about. Here
I lialted to liave breakfast, and went on again at
2 40 ~ . m . ,and in four miles came to Chandran,
anotller well, also deep, with plenty of fuel and forage
ronnil about. Goiiig on again, after five miles we
caille to a place called Padag Kiri, situated at the
south enci of the plain known as the Dasht-i-Padag.
The Kamburan range seemed to end just beyond the
Koh-i-Shaikh Hnsain peak, which bore 70" from our
bivouac. B u t I afterwards found the range took a
turn to the east from this point.
On the 12th we did not get off till near six a.m.
The road went nearly east, over a very stony glacis at
the foot of the Raskoh range, gradually ascending by
a very stony, but not difficult, path to the Ali Sahak
pass, which we reached in about ten miles. Below
usg to the north we saw a Hamun, called Wad-iSultan, which covelsed tlie whole ground between the
range on which we stood and the low Pnlchota ridge.
This receives the drainage of the Meshki river, but
a t the time i t mas nearly dry, and covered with thick
salt efflorescence. Only to the south on the Dasht-iPaclng there was a quantity of coarse grass and reeds
ancl a little water. Descending from this we went
down a narrow ravine bed at an easy gradient, to its
junction with a larger one called the Ghani Kllor,
which drains south, and lower down is named
the Marallcan, joining the B ~ t d uriver near Ki~la
Nimroz. Here water was abundant and good, but
there was no fuel, and forage was very scarce.
Having halted to have breakfast and let the camels
pick up what they could, we went on again at 2.40 p.m.,
going up the Gaui Khor, with the Dras Koh ridge on
our right, ancl in about a mile came to its llea(1, and
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crossed a low pass over a ridge wllicll connects the
Dras Koh-itself a continuation of the Gwash Koh
spur, which comes from the main range called Raskoh-with tlie Koh-i-Shaikh Husain. Descending
in an easterly direction, me got into tlle Cliasi ravine,
which also forms the Buciu, anil arrived a t the Cllasi
shrine a t five. Here there mas plenty of water, but
little fuel and forage. To the south lay 9 large scony
plain, all draining to the south. From this a road
goes from Nushki to Kharan, along the sontlleril
slopes of the Koh-i-Shaikh Husain ridge.
On the 13th I got off a t 5.40 a.m., starting in a
direction a little south by east. W e first ascended
to an almost imperceptible watershed, and tlien descended into a ravine joining tlle Sehaln Khor, which
we reached in eight miles. From this we saw a hill,
which bore nearly due south, said by tlle guide to be
just above I h l a Nimroz. Tlle bed of the Sellam Khor
was very stony, and had a good deal of water in it
in pools, and also much jungle. W e then crossed
several deep ravines, which all come from tlle Icoh-iShaikh Husaiu, and in three miles further, arrived a t
another largisll one, called Adari Khor, where there
was a little forage, so I halted to let the camels graze.
Going on from this, in a mile me reached a brcad,
well-defined track, leadinn fro111 Nushlii to Kharan,
-.
which, I think, is certnlilly the road by which
Pottiuger passed tlleso p u t s . A mile further there
n n , rnnniug
was a large stream, called the G ~ ~ ~ , r a gwith
water in it, and abundance of fuel and forage. Letting
the camels get n mouthful or two, and cutting some
of tlle tamarisk to take 011 with us, we crossed this
stream, aud almost immediately got into low, easy
hills, which we ascended, winding about very much
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for the next three and a half miles, to a pass over a
range connected evidently with the Shaikh Husain
ridge. Descending from this by an easy road, we
journeyed to the Sikkin Khor in two miles, where
again was running water. W e then crossed another
low pass over a spur of the above range, and got
down into the large river-bed of the Budu. There
was, however, no water in it a t the part we crossed,
but the guide declared it was the largest of the riverbeds which go to form the Budn, and that there
was running water a little lower down. Here was
another road lending from Nushlri to Kharan. The
whole bed was covered with bushes, but unfortunately
there was no forage for the camels. W e now entered
the Tazinan ravine, which joins the Bndn a t this point,
and went along its left bank generally, but sometimes
descending into its bed. To the north the view was
entirely blocked off by hills, which rather surprised
me, as I thought the Budu seemed to come from
much further off. But on asking the guide, he said that
the river, thougli sweeping round to tlie east, really
came from the south, and that we shonld again cross
its head on our onward journey. Going up the
Tazinan Khor for some seven miles, we came to a,
shrine where there was plenty of running water, and
so we halted. Of fuel there was plenty, also some
coarse grass, but very little forage, which was unfortunate, as my few remaining camels were fast
giving in. Here our guide left us, and we got a new
one from some shepherds we passed on the road.
1 4 t l ~Marcl~.-Tlle new guide luifort~unatelycould
not talk any language known to any of my party.
His tongue wtxs Bra,hni, which 110 ordinary individual can be supposed to know. Pottinger says
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the Brahui race is of Tartar origin, while Latham
describes their language as Tamil,-a wide difference, truly! It was very difficult to get on without
some sort of an interpreter. I only knew oue
word of Brahui, and I aln sure Zaman, the guide,
did not h o w one of Baloch, yet I managed to
pick up scraps of information fi-om him by diut of
signs. I n this way I learnt that some curiouslooking heaps of stone on the road were meant to
indicate the road. These people seem rather good at
marking their roads, as one generally finds little piles
of two, three, or four stones stuck about in conspicuous parts, aud I have frequently got back into the
right track by looliing out for one of these " sign
posts." One day ~vllenwe were halting, we saw old
Nur R'Iuliaminad prowling about the hills, looking
shrewdly round him. "Well, Nur Muhammad, what
are you doing ? " said I. " I am just taking a look
round," he replied, " and putting up a few stones
here and there, in case I want to come here again on
a chapao, or with e lcafila. Who knows which it will
be ? " The fact is, unless soiue trace is thus left of
the road, passers-by are so infrequent that tlieir track
is soon obliterated. This reminds me that I have
several times seen our troops at fault througll the road
not being properly marked, and I am sure some such
system is necessary in wild countries. The Baloch
luethod of putting stoiies up would take too much
time, aud besides, it is neither distinctive nor plain
enough, and tliereforc I tliiiili a very good plan was
thc one we t~doptediu Abyssillin. A trooper rode on
ahead with tlle guide, with a pot of paint attached to
stirrup-iron. The paint ilr:~y Lie any colour, as
lollg as tlla pot llilt; a hole in it, so that a drop may
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ooze out at regular intervals. These Little drops,
falling on to the stony ground, reniain a long time
visible.
Tlle road led up tIhe bed of the Tazinan ravine the
whole way, ancl was generally most execrable, going
over the stones without any intermission. There
was, however, plenty of water in the bed, and also
a quantity of fuel and coarse grass. Parts of the
banks were strewn with a very pretty plant something like the crocus, liere called "trishiko" by the
natives.
Zaman pointed out one spot strewn with graves,
which I made out to have been the site of a fight in
days gone by between his tribe, the Mahrnasenis, and
the Nowsherwanis. This last tribe is included iu
Pottinger's list of Brahuis, but there appears little
doubt tliat they were originally L1u.s belonging to
the tribe of the same name to the north-west of
Shiraz. Tliey uow reside about Na,l, ~tnd also, I
believe, in Bolwnll, tlieir cliief being a certain indiviclual of the name of '' Goony."
On the road we passed two or three delightful
little peaceful dells, quite enclosed by the swroucding cliffs, ancl sllaclecl by unusually large trees for
this country, while a stream of clear water ran past
banks of bright green grass. No doubt the sceno
appeared to me much uicer than it really was, for
after wandering about salt and sandy deserts for
forty days, the sight and souud of running water is
very pleasing. I noticed, too, that these secluded
spots had n o t I)ec~iwitl~outtheir iuliabitants, for
there were tlie remains of some liuts in them.
I n this defile tlierc: was one of tllosc nat,ilrnl bar~
call " Gat," but it 11:~cl
riers w l ~ i c lthey
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fallen away. There, however, remained a wall or
sheet rock on either bank, and a sort of island of
the same in the middle.
For some ten lnile,s we went up this ravine, aucl
then we had to leave to cross a spur. T l ~ easceiit
was very gradual for two miles, but the last bit a t
the top was frightfnlly steep. The Tazinan goes
round tlle foot of this spur by a defile which is said
to be ilnpracticable eve11 for foot inen, owing to tlic
deep pool of water in the middle. This pass forms
one of the strongest positions 1have seen; below to
the west there is a perfectly clear liue of fire for two
miles, and the heights above i t ou eitlier side are
very precipitous, and would be almost impossible to
storm.
From this pass we descended agaiu to tlie Tazinan,
which still had water in its bed, and then we kept
ascending and descending numerous spurs for another
six miles, when we got t o a main spur cutting off the
Tazinan from the other affluents of the Budu. Here,
as tlie animals were scarcely able to move, we
halted for a time ; after which nre again descended
numerous small spurs, and I found that all the rivers
drained to the north, and the guide said they all
went to the Budu. After going about three miles
further I was obliged to halt in tlle bed of a small
ravine with a " pipal" tree in it. Here there was
water and plenty of fuel, but no grass or forage.
This very nearly did for tlie rest of our camels; llow
the poor brutes lived I don't know. It seems to me a
cninel call go a long time withont ilzllcll food as well
as without water, and that tllley have wonderful
~ 1 ~ ~ : lAs
i . it wn,s, o l ~ chad to be lcft bellincl.
15th hf(11'~11.--T11(3 inor11ing broke very bleak and
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cold, and consequently there was a natural disinclination on the part of everybody, myself included, to
t1u.n out. I t was, in fact, the coldest morning, except
that in the Maslikel, we liad experienced since starting, and of coarse this was owing to the considerable
alevation on whicll we were perched. The first news
that greeted me on turning out was,' that the camel
which llad been left behind last night could not
come on, and that they proposed to abandon it
altogether. Not quite believing this story, I went
back to the other side of tlle pass where they had
left the poor brute, to see for myself, a'nd found
it true enough; all we could do to get it to move
had no effect, it only moaned in a pitiful manner;
so I ordered it to be shot, staying by till the order
was executed, as uly cornpanions were quite capable
of leaving the wretched creature there on the chance
of finding it alive when they came back.
Our road led us up and down a lot of spurs in a
most worryiug manner, never for loug following any
ravine, but going down it for a bit, thcn out of it, and
over a spur to another. As I expected that now we
had got over tlle range we should find the drainage
going south and east, while as a fact all the ravines
seemed to be draining in the opposite direction, I
asked Zarnan the meaning of this, and he said, "It
all goes north-east, and theu into the Budu." "To
tlle Budu!" I exclaimed with astonishment, for I
thought nre had quite done with that river; but, as
he was very positive in sticking to his :~ssertion,1
w:is forcud to wait am1 see wllat I coultl make of it
when we should get to yome sufficiently high hill.
We proceeded vcry slowly; the t r ~ ~ was
t ~ l all
~ the
camels had had cnough of it ; one, wc have seeu,
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had quite broken down, another was dragging its
long legs painfully along, and 1 momentarily expected to hear it had l 1 sat down," so that everything
had to be put on to the other camels while we all
walked. Since crossing the Tazinan pass they had
scarcely got a stick, and though I gave them all the
flour I could spare this was not enough, and the
guide remarked in a cheerful manner, "There is not
a blade of fodder till Sohraf." l 1 Then what are the
camels to do ? " asked I. " God knows better what
they will do ! " said he. l 1 They will die if they get
no food!" I said. l 1 Yes, I suppose so," was the
laconic reply. After going ten miles we halted to
give the camels a rest and what little grass there was,
and after three or four hours we resumed our sornewhat melancholy procession, I debatiug the while
what was to be done. We stopped at about fifteen
miles from Sohraf, utterly unable to get any further,
and I determined to push on in tlie iliorning and send
back fresh camels. Luckily, owing to the rest he had
been given at Naru, my horse still held out, and I
did not doubt that camels would be procurable in
abundance at Soliraf, which had for so long been my
Will-o'-the-wisp. T l ~ eguide was loud in tlie praise of
t l ~ i ssaid locality, which according to hiin possessed
cities, gardens, cultivation, l,ol?ulation, in fact everything. Getting out of tlie hills soon after leavillg our
resting-place in the Samri ravine, we plodded over a
plain cnllcd Tatakar, to the nortl~of the road, and t o
tho left of it Siah Icurnb, tlie centre of which had
a considerable pa.tch of cultivation belonging to the
Mnhinasenis. We then crossed a ridge wliich looked
r~lol*cforlr~idablo than it proved, called tlie Siah
liullll), ; L U dcsc(~ildiug
~
;I r;~viu(:fillc~cl will1 s l l r ~ l ) ~
16

poisonous for camels, we came to a ravine known as
Dragi, where there was a little water a n d plenty of
fuel and some patches of " shis " grass suitable for
the horses, but for the camels there was again not
a blade.
From the hills to the west of the Siah Kumb plain
I got a view to the north which couviuced me that the
guide was right about the drainage to the Budu. It
was quite clear i t did not go soutli, for we crossed
:L distinct water-parting wliich would preveut any
sue11 course, and to tlie north the appearance of
the h l l s justified the guide's theory.
This is certainly a discovery i n regard to the topography of these parts. Though very little was known
of this region, such information as I had managed t o
collect had led me to suppose that the Budu rose
to the west of some ridge to the south of Nushlti,
which then bounded its basin on the east, and when
I saw the Tazinan, I thought this must be the range
in question; but it seems I was mistaken, and the
real source of the Budn
much farther off and
nearer the east and south.
1Gtl~ March.--Next morning, directly the things
were loaded, mounting my horse I went on as fast
as I could to Sohraf, the goal of my hopes for 80
many days past. ~ m m k d i a t e lon
~ arrival I seut for
the gentleman who rejoiced in the vague distinction
of Ja-Niuhin (literally, sitter in the place), and I soon
found that the title, in this case a t least, had not
been misapplied. I n the first instance an individnal
appearecl who informed me he was the brother of
that important, official. Mentally breathing prayer
th:~t his brother was not lilte himself, T rcqnogted
tile latter to ,sullcl iUr him, Afier
llollrtj'
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delay the worthy arrived, and llis appearance did
not prepossess me, nor can I say he improved on
acquaintance. Picture to yourself a inean, miserable-looking creature, with the aspect of a maugy
cur and the mien of a snake, clothed in a filthy
nightgown, with long greasy curls, and the dirt
of a Lifetime obscuring anything pleasing his look
may ever have had, and you have " Gwaram," the
sitter. I asked him for the usual supplies -fuel,
grass, flour, barley, etc. ; then for a messenger for
Hachi; aud lastly, for four or five camels, or horses
OF donkeys, or any animal that would carry a load,
for mine were quite pumped. To all these requests
he replied, "Ba chashm " (i.e., most willingly), and
then he left. I could have borne his absence with
a patience worthy of a philosopher, but that everything for which I had asked was as absent as
himself. After waiting in vain solve time, I sent for
one Veru, the Hindoo of the place, and throng11 him
procured the supplies I wanted, and later on several
me11 of their own accord offered their services as
messengers ; selecting one of these I agreed with
him to talse, as far as Kachi, a letter for the officer
commanding a t Jacobabad, and ask the Khan's Naib
to send it on to its destination. But still no tidings
of any animals, and as i t was now evening, I sent
a message to the Ja-Nishiu to ask him to come and
let me know what was being done about the camels.
H e sent me back ,z pert reply, that nothing was
being done, and that there was nothing to do,
there being no camels in the district or horses
either, and that with reference to coining to me,
he had worli and co~zldnot be interrupted. I was
tllus thrown on J I I ; ~ OWL^ ~ C S O L I ~ C C S ,b111 as i t WBS
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too late to do anything that evening, I had to
wait till the morning, when, believing Gwararn's
word, I made au arrangement with a man to supply
me with two bullocks, which would carry the heaviest
part of my things, while the poor camels were
dragged on to Bapao, where it was said others
wonlcl be procurable. I had hardly done this when
eight or ten horses were brought up and offered me;
and to finish an unpleasant subject, in the first five
minutes after starting I counted two herds of camels,
with from twenty to thirty in each. Sohraf is
described by one traveller as a lovely valley, by
another as a desolate plain,-the
difference being
of course to be accounted for by supposing the
digestions of both were not in an equally healthy
condition ; and if I am asked to decid-e between
them, I must inclille to the former, notwithstanding the scant civility I had received at the place.
The climate was in every way so delicious, and I
mas in such excellent health myself, that I cannot
say a word against the place. Truth, however, bids
me add, that Zaman's cities and gardens were of a
very diminutive size.
W e got off on the 17th about twelve, and
found the road very good into Angira, a distance
of fifteen miles. I t ascended slightly to pass over
an undulation which divides the drainage going
to the Sohraf river direct from that which joins it
lower down; and just beyond it we crossed a considerable ravine, called the Tarki, wl~icllcanle from
a hill of the same name to tlie east. I t had no
water in its hecl, 1)nt 011 tlie right bauk a little calla1
tjook n l)lcutlifiil s ~ ~ p p lto
y tlle villagc ot' I)nnd, :~,ntl
on the left a harez 11i~~l
1~oeltCUL t o i~,rig;itesol110
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fields to the west. After traversing several undulations we a t last, at the twelfth mile, crossed a watershed dividing tlie drainage of the Teghab system
from that of the Mnla, and then we descended into
a circular plain, surrounded by hills, called Angira.
Daiid, the village throng11 which we had passed,
belonged to one Nurdin Mingal, who subsequently
figured as a rebel of some note in the latter-day
troubled politics of Icalat, and who was eventually
put to death by order of the Khan.
Angira is very little lower than Sohraf, and consequently has very much the same sort of climate.
I t has a, very considerable space of arable land, only
about one-third of which is, however, cultivated.
There is an nbunclnnt snpldy of water from the sorrounding hills, iiotm~ithstanding which advantage
there are no settled inhabitants in the place.
There are two or three hovels scattered about the
fields, but when we went to see if anybody would
help us to some wood and grass, etc., we found
them untenanted.
Umid Ali, niy new guide, however, got on to his
pony, and after nu hour or so unearthed a wild
Br:~liui, who made himself very useful in bringing
in firewood, and in going off to his camp for milk.
This man, Umid Ali, was a Hindustani, who professed to have nhnost forgotten his native language,
and lie certainly seemed to understand Brahui
better. His account was tllat he was a native of
Ilellli, and 1i:~dbeen here about twenty years; rather
a snspicious datc: for the self-expatriation of a Delhi
Walall. However, the time has long past, and
bygones are bygones in reference to the mutiny, so
I did not care to asli more. H e was riding a very
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smart blood-looking little mare, and I noticed other
animals of tlhe same kind i n the valley. The breed
seems one that is very capable of improvement.
On the 18th March I started about six a.m., going
nearly due east, and gradually turned more north.
W e passed a great deal of excellent arable land, all
lying waste, and a t the fourth mile came to running
water in the river bed which had been dry above, and
then we passed a camp of nomads on the left. We
had now fairly entered the Mula route, as the stream
which i m s past Angira is the source of the river
down which the road lies. I had wished very much
to go and see one of the Ghor-bastas, or infidel
buildings, of which I had heard so much, and there
mas said to be one between this and Lakorian on the
Baghwana road; but on enquiry as to the distance I
came to the conclusion I could not spare the time
which wonld have been necessary to visit it, and if I
hacl gone on to Baghwa,na I should have had to make
a long detour by Khozdar, before I could get back
into the Mula again.
So leaving these reputed
wonclers for another time, I started. The road went
the whole way along the bank or down the bed of the
liver, and was naturally very stony. The river at this
point has a small stream of running water, which
llc,wever disappear~againbefore Bapao is npproacheii.
I went on to this latter village, which is off the
regular road, in order to make some arraugemente
a,l)out, camels. OH arrival I was very civilly saluted
1)y a nice-looliing old man, with n beard of many
I ~ u e s ,whom I afterwards learnt was Mazar Khan
Zellri. On my informing him of my wai~ts,lie rtt
once said he wonld be glad to fi1rnis11any number of
nnimal~I required, and it turned out he was 011 t l l l e
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point of sending his own camels down to Kachi for
loads, so my arrival was as opportune for him as for
me. He also supplied me with a lot of green corn,
which was a great luxury to my starved beasts. As,
however, the promised quadrupeds did not turn up
till it was getting late, I determined to go on, and
leave Umid Ali to bring them after me when they
had finished their feed; so putting a few necessaries on
my horse, we started, guided by a small boy, who for
his years proved one of the best walkers I have seen.
We passed through, or on, the skirts of pretty considerable plains, all composed of good arable grouud,
though covered with stones and for the most part
uncultivated. I suppose the fact is there is no popnlation, else these fine plains would not be left bare.
This and others I liave passed through since crossing
the Taziuau range would support in comfort ten
times their present population, while the inore barren
parts and the hills woul(1 still reiliain for the grazing
of their camels a i d slieep. No part of the road is
wort11 meutioning till the Pisi defile is reached at
ten miles from Bapao. The liills are steep, but a t
a considerable distance off, and till the above poiut
there is no sembla~lceof u pass, while the road is
good though stony.
Tlie Yisi tlefile is cansed by tlie hills on either side
tllrowing out spnrs wllicl~ nearly meet. It is one
mile in lengtli ant1 only abont thirty yards wide,
though in one pli~coit is not more than thirty feet.
The road is iu tlie bed of tlie river, and is much
obstrrrcted by boultlers; as also it soiiletimes takes to
cliirlbillg u p the sides, it is generally very bad. Ou
either sitlo rise steep perpeutlicular cliffs for abont
oue llnntlrctl feet. No doubt, to a front attack in the
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old approved manner of taking the bull by the horns,
this defile would be very strong; and this is the way
non-military travellers generally look at these places.
I am, however, surprised to see that Colonel Neil
Campbell, who reported on the route in 1840, seems
to consider it very strong, saying an enemy by
merely throwing down a few stones might render
it impracticable. All I can say is that, so far from
regarding it in this light, I am of opinion that this
clefile is not tenable unless held by a very large force.
For, though there is no other road, as the surrouading hills are practicable for infantry, the evacuation
of the defile could be forced on an enemy unless he
held these heights; also, I may be wrong, but even
with the awe-inspirillg influence of approaching darkness, it did not strjlie me as the place to detain a
decent General a couple of days.
We got through just as evening was setting in,
ancl as my small boy said the " bent" (cultivation)
called Pisi mas still three or four miles on, I pulled
up on the first bit of tolerably level ground above the
river we reached. After we had got pretty well
settled, I discoverecl we were in the middle of a
graveyard. T thought of Leyden's stirring lines on
tlie graves of my ancestors, and the night was
favourable to the calling up a vision of offended
Erahui bones rising, and, after due sorting, getting
themselves together, and sternly warning me to be
gone. There was a faint moon, enough to show tlie
deep black shadows of the surrounding cliffs ; the
night breeze was sighing; the water of the rivcr
could just be heard between the lulls of the wind,
rippling gently along ; and all else was still, black,
and lonely. However, by thit3 time I had got my
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blanket out, and my head was on my saddle, and I
was about as comfortable as one can be with a
boulder in the small of one's back; a t all events I
was not inclined to move for the ghosts of all the
departed Brahuis who had gained or lost paradise.
Yet, as I was lying, I saw the sudden flare of a fire
over the hill-top, and this reminded me that I was
quite alone, except the boy aiid my cook; which
latter, though a very good hand a t a stew, was not
much to be relied on in a fight; so I thought i t just
as well to have my gun handy; and for us all to keep
together and quiet. The Brahui is, as far as I have
seen of him, the most inoffensive race of highlanders
imaginable, but temptation is what does all the
mischief in this world, and if a few of them should
happen to find a lone Faringi by himself i n the
middle of their hills on a dark night, it was quite
in reason to suFl7ose that a sudden itching for that
Faringi's property might seize them; so it was better
not to tempt them. We waited a couple of hours on
the hill-side in the dark; then my people came, and I
felt valiant enough to light a fire, and llungryenough
to long for my dinner. This, however, I did not get
till ten ; and meanwhile, to prevent tlle time passing
heavily, and just as I had got my bedding spread oat,
a smart shower of rain came on : ~ n dtried to wet
everything; but I was too old a soldier to be caught
napping in this way, and before any harm had been
done I had all my parnl~hernaliarolled up and covered
with my waterproof, aud I sat patiently in my greatcoat on the top thereof. Finding i t could do no
harm here, the rain went on down the pass, to an
accompaniment of thunder. This reminded me how
lucky we had been in the matter of rain all the time

I had been sleeping in the open without a tent,
nearly forty days, during which period we had only
been incomrnoded with two slight showers.
19flr.--Duriu,q the night Umid Ali came np with
tlie otller camels, though I was too sleepy to take
iuuch notice of them, and in the morning we got off
again. The road, as before, followed the river, and
as far as Goram Bawat, sixteen miles, there was only
oue place where the hills closed i n enough to warrant
the term defile. Every two or three miles there warns
an opening, with a strip of good land therein, either
on one side of the river or another; so that an outline
of the route here would resemble a string of sausages,
the sausages being the Bents, or cultivation, in the
open parts, and the tying of the same representing
where the hills close in between each opening. The
names of these Bents are Pisi, Chari, Be1 Kondi,
Mordana, Darclala, Patki, and Goram Bawat.
As far as the Mordana Bent, there is scarcely any
fuel or forage, though everywhere an abundance of
coarse thatching grass ; but beyond there is in each
opening a good deal of both. At Be1 Kondi I was
pleaseci to see on the riglit bank of the river what
Umid Ali said was a Ghor-basta, just like all the otlier
"Bastas" in the country. This one simply consisted of
n number of terraces built up on the face of the hill.
They did not give me the idea that they were made
either for the object of irrigation or cnltivation, or for
purposes of defence, but they simply looked as if
the hill side had beeu terraced to afford space for
dwellings, either permanent or temporary. And the
positiou of them above the river, yet close to it,
favonred t h i ~view. In this case i t could not have
been for irrigatioilal purposes that tlie "bnsta" WR9
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made, since there the river was immediately below,
with an inexhaustible supply of water ; nor could it
have been to bring more ground into cultivation,
because even s~zpposingevery inch of the level ground
below to have been cultivated, and more to liave
been required for the support of the population, they
would naturally have taken the next best sites and
prepared these. Whereas here there were several
large terraces that might have been turned to account
-"Un-Ghor-basted," if I may coin a word; while the
few insignificant terraces I have mentioned are so prepared. The most natural inference is, that this was
the site cliosen for the dwellings of the cultivators of
the valley below. The theory of their being erected
for defensive purposes is also not in the least borne
out by the analogies of the case. For the most
ancient worthy, even of prehistoric times, must
have liad sufficient knowledge of the art of war to
know that if his enemy can get on to a liill immediately above his village and lob big stones on to the
heads of his beloved wife and children, the site of
that village is, in a military sense, defective. However, I don't pretend to arrive a t any coiiclusion from
ollly seeing one-and that probably a small one-of
tliese Ghor-bastas.
Mordana is the largest of the openings through
wllich we passed, and tliere is a good deal of cultivation in it, but no settled inhabitants. At Patki,
there is quite a jungle of the pretty "patki" tree,
which is something like the " Sisn."
I reached Goram Bawat about eleven, and was
disappointed at, not c;~,tchjngnil itinerant blacksmith
wliom I had liuuted for two days, but he, like a Will0'-tlie-wisl), had evaded me. They said here he liad

gone to Peshtkana ; I earnestly longed to find him,
as if not my horse would soon be dead lame, I having
run quite out of nails for his shoes.
I meant to have gone on again in the evening, but
the camel men declined t o stir; I thought a t first
this mas an attempt t o get me to proceed by single
marches, but on explanation I found they were
willing to go as far as I wished during the twentyfour hours, but wanted t o travel a t night, in order
that their camels might have the day for grazing.
As journeying a t night would hardly suit my surveying
operations, though i n other respects I liked the idea
well enough, we came to a compromise, that we were
to start very early in the morning, before daylight,
and finis11 the whole stage right through. I agraed
to this, meaning to let them go off wit11 the camels
wllile I stayed behind till daylight, and then caught
them up.
On tlie 20th my things started at four, and I sat
over a fire till daylight. Soon after leaving the
Goram Bawat valley, the hills closed in on both
sides. After going about two and a half miles
we passed n 11alting-place called Lakeh Toliao, where
t'here is water, filel, forage, and grass, and in one
and a half miles further a road to the left to Bngliwsn~
by Badoi, 11p the bed of a ravine which comes in
from behind the Koli-i-Bug. The road now enters
the small open valley of Peshtknna, the llills on the
left going off east. It is two iniles broad, and is
covered with a jungle of tamarisk and other trees;
but all is one ninss of boulders, without any cultivation or cnlt~ivableland. Pushing on about half-way
clown t , h i ~valley, we came t o a clearly defined road
I\-hicli went up a parallel valley by Paudran to Kalnt
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in five days, but it is said to be much worse than that
on which we were. The Peshtkana valley is about
five miles long, and almost immediately after leaving
it the hills again close in on both sides, and form
sheer walls of smooth white limestone rock almost
perpendicular.
These are perfectly impracticable
from the pass side, but every few hundred yards the
walls are broken by little gullies, and going up one
of tliese I found that they are counected with the
bounding ranges on both sides by spurs, and that
they could be ascended from this direction; but
inasmuch as the walls are commanded at short ranges
by the above-mentioned ridges, and the tops of them
are so sharp that it would be almost all a man conld
do to balance himself there, I don't tllink this bit of
the pass is as strong, defensively, as it looks. These
walls are called by the natives the "Dandan" or
teeth, and they are very like gigantic teeth set up
:tt intervals.
The road at this part is simply execrable, being all
over huge stones and boulders, and my poor horse,
having lost all his shoes, became dead lame, and I had
to walk or sit on a, baggage camel, an excruciating and
undignified mode of proceeding I did not appreciate.
We passed two places on the road where a halt conld
have been made, viz., at the shrine of Pir Lotu and
at nodandan; but I pushed on to the open valley of
Nar, where the Mula river gives a turn to the nol-theast. Here there is a good deal of cultivable land
on both sides of the stream, and much grass, fuel, and
camel forage. Tllere are roads thence to Rhoxdar
and Khahk. I was sorry I had not time to explore a
trncli ovcll* tlie hills to the cast of tllc NiLr valley
~lirectiuto tlle 1,laius of Siutl, :IS Iltcb norllleru tilrh
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which the Mula river takes adds a great deal to
the distance of that route.
0 u the 21st I got off at five a.m., and went down
the bed of the river for some faur miles, when it
turned due north, and two miles further we came
to Usui, a halting-place with abundance of everything. Just as I got up to this spot I found to my
dismay that I had lost my spurs, which when I had
to take to walking I had nllfastened and strapped, as
I thought, securely to my sword-hilt. As I would
not have lost these for worlds, I had to trudge back
and look for them, and just as we got to the turn in
the river I came up with a party of trwellers, and
luckily fouild they had picked them up. I was
clelighted. I had had these spurs ever since I
catne to India, twenty years before, and had never
had another pair. I should be afraid to say how
many thousand miles I had riclden in them.
Beyond Usni, two miles, the road agaia' turned
south through a narrow defile to the shrine of Pir
Laka, where there was a white-domed , tornb, surrounded with beautiful trees, very picturesquely
situated, with a certain amount of cnltivation. After
passing the shrine the road wound north-east, which
direction it kept till we hat1 cleared the pass. The
road was throughout quite execrable, all over boulders,
and after passii~gKhakori and Kharzan, two openings in the defile, I was precious glad to get to
Hatachi, a considerable village with a good deal of
cultivation. I put up in a delightful little garden of
pomegranates, the shade of which wa8 rl~ostwelcome
after my painful trudge from Nar. The gradient of
the whole of the Mula paw is i~drnostimperceptible
tho whole w:~y fro111 Sohraf.
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Next day, the 22nd of March, we got off a t five,
and in half an hour came to some caves high lip in
the cliff overhead, on the left, called Koh-i-Khazana,
which, according to Umid Ali, were supposed to
contain treasure; and in an hour after came to the
Bent-i-jah cultivation, a narrow strip on the left
bank which extended for about one mile and a half.
Passing this, two miles on, we came to a long slope
of gravel and boulders which jutted out fiom a ravine
on the left, and we had to make a detour to get
round this. We then, four miles further, passed a
large graveyard, called Paniwan. For three hours
more we continued down the bed of the river, the
most painful marching I can conceive, till we got to
an open space with a good expanse of cultivation.
Here, as at every halting-place since Angira, I liacl
a most delicious bath in the deep pools of the river,
some of which are very deep and lohg, so that I got
capital swims in them.
On the 23rd, getting off at five, we went straight
down the pass to Dahan-i-Dara, which I reached in
three miles; after this the llills opened right and left,
and in five hours I got to Pir Cliata in the open
plains. Here I was induced to take Umid Ali's
pony, and rode the rest of tlle distance to Gandava
in great comfort, arriving in ille afternoon. The
sensation of getting rid of tlle eternal boulders was
most pleasing, and I can liken it to nothing better
than to corning into a smooth liarbonr after having
been out in a small boat in a rough chopping sea.
Arrived at tlle canip of Major Sande~nan,my troubles
were over. I have nothing more of travel to record,
and my pen fails me to do justice to the hearty
1iosl)iL~~lity
1 r c c ~ i v ~from
d 1~11,-t~llctub, tl10 CllUu~-

pngue cup, the easy chair, the delightfd converse
wit11 my fclloms, the sheets! As I got between them,
llaving si~cccssfullyaccomplished my journey, I said,
G c T l ~cloth
i s make amends," and slept the sleep of
the just.

CHAPTER XI.

WHENCaptain Lockwood left me on the 4th of
March he went froin La1 Khan Chah to a haltingplace seventeen and a half miles distant, north by
east, in five hours.
The road went for two miles in an east by north
direction, over a stony plain, and up the left bank
of the Dewana Khor to where it divides into two
branches. This ravine runs close under the east
end of the I(o1i-i-Sultan, and forms a "hamun" in the
desert. The road follows the northern one to where
he halted. From two miles from La1 Klian Chah the
track followed tlle stony bed of the Nnlla, ascending
almost imperceptibly. The valley of the Nulla varies
froiii fifty to four hundred yards in breadth, shut in
by bare black hills from fifty to one hundred nnci fifty
feet high, on the western edge of the Naru range.
Two miles from where he halted, the road reached
the western edge of the hills, and the country to
the left was clear of hills, the view being shut in by
sand ridges. Tllere was good water in several places
in the 'Nulla bctl, :iutl some wclls about five feet deep:
the road, by clearing and a little opening out, could
be made practicable for artillery, though the last four
16
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miles were over heavy sand. Patkok, about four miles
on, is the proper halting-place, but he was unable to
reach it.
On the 5th March he went to a halting-place
south of Rabat, a distance of seventeen miles, in five
hours, north-east.
The road followed the sandy bed of the ravine on
tlle south for one mile, when i t arrived a t its head.
I t then turned sliglitly to the left, and crossed some
high ground with tlie Naru hills on the right, when
i t descended some two hundred feet by a stony path,
and for five miles crossed a sandy plain covered with
gravel and stones, when i t entered the Sorgaza ravine,
where there was a spring of very excellent water.
Tlle road then followed this ravine for two miles, over
rather heavy sand. Then leaving the Nulla, it went
for two miles again over very heavy sand, and for a
further two miles over gravel aud sand, when i t entered
tlle Marak Khor, where there was a well four feet
deep, with slightly salt water. The Marali here was
fifty yards broad, the banks being twenty feet deep,
and steep, and the botltom gravelly. The road then
passed for nearly four rniles over sand, when i t turned
t o the right ancl crossed a sand ridge fifty feet high,
where tho going was very heavy; two miles furtlier on
Captain Lockwood halted. The guide mistook the
road; he ought to have gone to Rabat, three miles
north-east, where there is water, in place of tlie spot
selected, which did not boar;t a supply of the precious
licluid ; neither was there any camel-grazing, thong11
plenty of fuel from dead " ta-gaz." No clifficulty for
travelling in this march, except the heaviness of the
sand. To the north of this bivouac lay the Malik
Tloliaud hill, not far to tlle llortl~and ~lortll-west

of which were the halting-places of Galachah and
Sukalnk, where there is good water. These are the
last places where there are any springs till the
Helmand is reached.
On the Gth of March Lockwood went to Kia Chah,
nineteen miles, in five hours forty minutes, in a dneotion a little north of east.
The road went, for nearly two miles, east over fine
sand, wlien it crossed the Rabat Khor, coming from
tlie hills on the right. This ravine was shallow, with
a stony bed, three hundred yards broad. One mile
and a half on he passed another ravine frorn tlie
right, and then went over a stony ridge and iuto the
Sognak Khor (four miles from halting-place). There
was a small pool here of' bad green water. Passing
this, one and a half miles on he crossed the Galuri
Khor from the right, and immediately after found a
well-marked track, leading from Rabat, viti Salea and
Basalani, to Dalbandin. At three miles and a half
further he joined the proper road from Rabat to
Cliageh. Tlie road here ascended to higlier ground,
and after a mile a track went off to the right vici
Chilgaei, to Dalbandin. One mile further a. sliallow
ravine, two hundred yards broad, running from
Siadilc to the north, was crossed, and three ancl a
half miles on he passed close under a black rocky
hill called Mushkani. Three miles to the left was
a higl~red sand-ridge, on the other side of which,
bearing 36') the guide said was the Mammn haltingplace. The road then went nearly straight to his
haltillg-place, ovcr a level stony plain one mile broad,
with low bare stony hills on either side. The water
at the lialtiug-place was got from wells in the bed
two feet dccl), and was sliglltly salt. 'I'lic uaillel
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grazing was better than before, but still bad; fuel
was plentiful. The whole of this march was over
gravel and stones : going good: no obstacle to heavy
vel~icles. Bar. 25.2.
H e passed some flocks on the road, the owners of
whicli bolted, but returned on finding it was not a
raiding party. They were from Deshu on the Helmand, and had come viti Galachah, and said that for
five days the sheep had been without water.
On the 7th March Lockwood went to Barab Chah,
sixteen miles, in five hours thirteen minutes.
The road ran south-east, over stony mounds. At
three-quarters of n mile, a ravine from the left, forty
yards broad, was crossed. At two miles, the road
cleared stony mouncls and descended to tlie Samoli
ravine (one linncheil y:\rds broad, steep, stony banks,
fifteen feet high), wliich it crossed; and at three miles
joined the Bnlu, Iiuchen, and Galaellah road ; at
four and a half passing close under a hill to the left
end of a spur frorn Samoli. I n one and a half miles
farther it crossecl ,z shallow ravine (fifty yards broad)
frorn the left, i.e., frorn the spur of Sarnoli. Here
the road gently descended down a pebbly valley half
a mile broad, shut in by low stony hills, and then
turning slightly to the left gently ascended a similar
plain for five miles, when it turned a little to the
left up anotlier valley to where he halted. The road
was everywhere practicable. Tlle water at the haltingplace was sliglltly salt, from the bed of a ravine, and
was procured from a hole a foot deep. There was
some " gaz" camel-grazing here. On tlie road he
passed three large flocks of sheep, which liad corne
from the Helmand.
On the 8th March he went vitr Buln to Tumpct

Gaz, twenty-three miles south-west ; six hours fortyfive minutes.
The road a t first was east by north, very gently
ascending obliquely across a stony plain for three and
a half miles, when i t entered low hills and turned
slightly to the left, still ascending. At four and a
half miles from the halting-place i t arrived a t the
head of a ravine, which it entered and descended
rather steeply for a mile. A little clearing and
levelliiig would be here required to make the route
passable. Then leaving the ravine to tlie right, i t
turned to the left, and, for a little over two miles,
passed over a very gently-ascending, gravelly plain,
with low hills each side, when it- commenced gently
t o descend down a stony valley, four li~uildredto five
hundred yards broad, w i k fifty to s liontlred feet hills
on either side. After five miles the valley narrowed
to a hundred yards, the hills on either side being
nearly perpendicular, and the road circuitous. Three
miles on he arrived a t a spring of excellent water,
called Bulu. From here the road still followed the
ravine for a mile south ; then for four miles southeast, to Tumpn, G:Lz, where tliere were some few
taina~.islrbushes in tlie bed where he halted. There
was iieitl~ergrass ]lor water, but fuel was l>lentiful,
nntl tamarisk for camel-grazing. Tlle road on this
inarc11 would reqnire a little maliiiig in places to
~-euderit pr~c:ticablc,being the whole way over black
stone and gravel. From Barab C h ; d the guide toolr
hiin a great (leal too much north, the proper line
r n ~ ~ i ~ inearly
i i g due east straight across the plain, as
showu in the map. T11e road, however, was badly
~nm.lied,there seeming to be little or no tr:tffic on
it. Ho found n great inany " cliilror " in the Bnlu
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ravine, and stalked an " urial," but did not get a
shot. Bar 25.75.
A road joins here from La1 Khan Chah as follows :-La1 IChan Chah.

Gwan-i-Shero : water, gaz, camel-grazing.
,
Huki
Talnran
running water ,,
9 )

Doznna

39

water ; cultivation on this (Tumpa Gaz) march.

Chageh.
Loaded camels can go this road with difficulty,
and it is in hills the whole way. It is, however, the
only other road, besides the one by which he came
from La1 Khan Chah, to Chageh.
On the 9th March, 1877, Captain Lockwood went
to Chageh, twenty-nine miles east, in nine hours
fifteen minutes.
The track, leaving the Bulu ravine to the right,
ran on to Dalbandin, going east over a stony plain,
with low hills one and a half miles to the right, and
a higher range the same distance to the left. At
four miles there was a very small spring of water,
called Kala Kurd, followed by a roclry ravine, the
becl of which the road followed for a mile, when it
turned to the right. At three miles from the water
he entered u low broken range of hills across the
front, and passecl a place for penning sheep, called
Poshab-i-parzonigi. tS little over two miles on he
reached Ziarat-i-Pir-i-dari, consisting of only a heap
of stones. Immediately afterwards lle cleared the
low range of llills, and, crossiug a gravelly plain
for three miles, clescendecl into n ravine called
Doznna, one llunclred and fifty yards broad, with
~ t e e phills on either side. Here there was a strong
spring of good water, and a little cultivation. Tlle

road then followed the bed of this ravine for one and
a half miles, when it left it to the right and crossed
a stony plain to a hill, at the foob of which was a
small pool of water, called Ab-i-Farang. The track
now followed the skirt of this hill to its end, when it
ran nearly straight into Chageh fort, leaving a low
isolated hill half a mile to the left, seven miles beforo
arriving. The whole march was over black, irregular
ground, with low, bare, stony hills on either side. A
very little trouble where there are ravines would
make it useable.
On tlie 10th of Mnrch he halted a t Chageh. Dilasa
Khan Sanjarani and Yali I<hsn, resl~ectively the
cousin and son of Snrfarnz Khan, came in from their
flocks to see him. Tlie former was n respectablelooking Baloch, the latter a lad of about twenty, not
much of a specimeii of linmanity. Both were very
civil, and anxious to assist him. They said for three
generations they had been under tlle I<lian of Kalat.
The following roads go to the Hellnand frorn
Chageh :I.
Dozanan.
TCaln Kurd.
Bulu.
Slioralri.
Arbu.
llcqert ; no ml~tcr
Lancli on Helmnnd.

11.
111.
Same as I. to Shornlri Lashkarab
1\'11chen
Iiarwan rnh
Mushlrnni
Snfea well
1E:~bat
Razani
Sltkal~llr
Ch:~h-i-NawnbTihnn
Desert,
Desert, ; no umter
Desert
Bagnt., or Benndar
P:dulalr

Clingell consists of a square mud-built fort on a
level plnin, with thirty or forty talnnrisk-built liuts
round it, wit11 n couple of wells of good water twenty
feot deep. Tliore were two Hindoos here, trading
in wool a11d dates. The surrounding plain is covered
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with " ta-gaz," " karech," and " trat," wllioli are
excellent grazing for camel. The head man is
Sarfaraz Khan Sanjarani, but he was away at
Kala-i-Pat on the Helmand. His cousin, Mu~tafa
Khan, and his sons, Yali Khan and Muhnmruad Shah,
were, however, present. I t is said they can raise
a thousand matchlocks from the district. The
country appeared quite safe, and the people seen
were unarmed.
On the l l t h March he made another halt. Early
in the morning Mustafa Khan Sanjarani came in to
salaam. H e was a good-looking Baloch of about
thirty-five, and was very civil and obliging, and
went next day with Lockwood as far as Barala. H e
gave Lockwoocl the following genealogical tree :
KAMAL KHAN.
7
1

LATIF.

MIRAB.

On the l l t h March Lockwood proceeded to Koh-iPasht, seventeen and a half miles, in five hours ten
minutes. The track went south, over " pat" covered
with camel thorn and grass, owing to the recent rain.
Leaving the Hamun of tlie Lo1.n river two 01- three
rniles to tlie lcft for six rniles, it crossed a shellow
sandy ravine (fifty yards broad) called Shah-i-Snlar
(the same na crossed between Chagell nnil Tampa Gaz,
and there called Dozannn). If then tnnled inore
east, and ran straight to some tamarisk jtulgle
in the heil of the ravine from Poshab-i-pnreoi~igi,
here called Zarnla, where there was a pool of very
dirty rain water, where he filled his waterdltins.
Duiing this part of the march the Hamun was close

to the left. From Zarala the road circled to avoid
the Hamun, which goes due east, when it ran straight
to the foot of the Koh-i-Gau, a low stony hill visible
from Chageh. There was no water at this haltingplace, but excellent camel-grazing was fonnci, and a
little fuel. The whole march was level, over " pat "
covered with camel thorn and grass, which gave the
plain a pleasant appearance. There was no obstacle
for wheeled carriages anywhere on the march, and
water could be got in numerous places by diggifig
a few feet.
On the 12th March he went to Saisar, twenty-five
miles, in seven hours twenty-seven minutes, northeast.
The track went east with a little south, to avoid
the Hamun on the left, which was rnudcly, and the11
crossed its most soatliern extremity for six miles.
It then went straight on the Pnlchota or Mekh-iRnstam, a conical rock three or four hundred feet
high, with lofty sand-mounds on its southern side.
The road then turned inore north, straiglit to Saisar.
The first six niiles across tlie Harnun were perfectly
I~nre,over liglit, brown soil slightly covered wit11
saltpetre, tlie rest being gravel and sand, and good
going all tlie way. On the right, about two to three
miles -distant, (luring tlie ~vliolemarch, was a ridge
fifty to a hundred feet high, ~eparatingthe Hamu11
from tho Dalbauiliu plain. Twenty to twenty-five
miles beyond this was seen the high range of Ras
Koh, ilortli of I(1larnn. Far away to the left, twentyfive to thirty i d e s distant, was the north-east
extxeinity of the Nnrn range. During the latter part
of the innroh, five or six miles to the left, running
~arallel to the roacl, was n line of jungle w l ~ i c l ~ ,
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according to the guide, marlied the course of the
Lora river horn Pishin. No water was passed on
the road, but it can be got near the surface by
digging. No obstacle blocked the path the whole way.
At the halting-place there was good camel-grazing,
and wa,ter from a pool two hundred to three hundred
yards in diameter, behind a sand-mound. A great
many l' obara " and a few hares were seen, but no
people or flocks.
On the 13th March Captain Lockwood went to a
halting-place south of the Lora Harnnn, twenty-two
miles, six hours twenty-five minutes, east.
The road weut east, skirting the south side of the
Hamnn, with sand twenty feet high on the right, and
mud cut up into pools of water on the left. At seven
miles i t crossed a sand-ridge, and turned more to the
right up a branch of the Hamun, with sand on both
sides. Continuing thus for four miles, i t then crossed
another sand-ridge and descended to a well called
Tal, twenty feet deep, with stinking water. After
another mile i t crossed a neck of land and followed
the south skirt of a " jhil " (swamp) covered with
coarse and very green grass. Following this for four
miles, it went round its eastern edge and followed a
sand-valley for two miles to where he halted. There
was no water a t his halting-place, but there was
good camel " ta-gaz" grazing all the march. The
road was good the whole way, but very heavy. over
sand-ridges. H e found a flock of bIinga1 sheep and
goats at the halt8iug-place. To the north-west wag
another halting-place called Mahabat.
On the 14th March Lockwood marcher1 to n
halting-place called JaI)b,z, twenty-one mile3 northeast. T11c road went in nearly a sbraight line tllle

whole way between two parallel sand-ridges twenty
to fifty feet high, over " pat " and firm sand. At
olle mile he passed a well of water called Mahabat,
one mile t o his left behind a sand-ridge. At two
and a half miles he reached Jaucium, where there
was water two miles to the left, tlie other side of (z
sand-ridge ; and a t eleven miles from his last bivouac
he came to Lala, a pool of water fifty yards i n
diameter, by the side of a sand-ridge close to the road.
The track for five miles on from this was over flat
" pat " that had recently been under
water. At
sixteen 'miles a stream of water running south-west,
skirted with tamarisk jungle, was passed, and a t
eighteen miles he arrived a t a " jhil," a quarter
of mile broad, between sand-hills. This exteuded
on the left of the road for three miles to where he
halted. There was a sand-ridge a mile or so broad
to tlie left of the road the whole way, on the other
side of which was an extensive plain drained by the
Lora river. To the right, and one to three miles
distant, was a low stony ridge, in places buried in
sand, one hundred to two hundred feet high, which
separated his route from the continuation of the
Dalbindan plain, through which I passed. The
road was practicable all tlle way, but would be
very heavy going in places where the sand is deep.
There was a traclr in places, but the guide inostly
followed a line oil the Nushlri hills. H e passed
severa,l Mingal flocks, which, after tlie recent rain,
had come out for grazing from the latter locality.
There was good camel grazing tlie whole march,
ant1 plenty of fuel, but there was no fodder for
horses between Nnslllii and Chageli. Thousands of
" l~llljil'' were seen, as well as a, few liares and one
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wild fowl in tlio " jhils." All the water passed is
dependent on rain, and dries up in dry seasons, when
wells are dug when necessary.
On the 15th March he reached Nushki in twenty
miles, north-east.
The road ran nearly straight the whole way. After
one and a half miles the track arrives at a jhil five
hundred yards broad, in sand-mounds, the road
skirting the south bank of this for one and threequarter miles, where it ended. The road then for
three miles passed over sand-mounds twenty to fifty
feet high, when it cleared them, and ran over " pat "
between sand-ridges half a mile on either side for
four and a half miles, when a track leaves to the
right to Bagak. From this the road gradually
descended for a little over a mile, when it crossed
broad high sand-ridges for three miles. It then
passed over cultivation and sand-ridges to the
Nnshki village four miles further. It would be
necessary here to pick the road round the sandridges, but this could be done.
Nushki is inhabited by Rnl<shanis and Mingals.
The former axe subdivided into Jsmaldini :~nd
Bnl~adini. The head man of the Mingals is lZallmau
Khan, and the Jamnldini chief is Dad Karirn,
while Alnm Khan rules the Bahadini. These two
clivisions have a couple of forts, and are always
fighting, mustering about two hnndrccl matchlocl~s
each. The Mingals are n stronger tribe, and at this
time of the year are scattered grazing in the desert
between this :xnrl Chngeh. Tllc Khan's Darogha,
by name Laslilco, W:LS very civil, mid got everytliing
(camels, flour, etc.) wanted. Rahlnai~TChan Mirignl
had gonc o i l t to the Ilngll to grnzc his flocks, :nid

hcd taken the five or six Banyas that are here with
him. Nushki supplies nothing except cattle. A
little wheat is grown, but barely sufficient for the
wants of the district. Water is plentiful from the
Khaisar river, which has a small stream of running
water utilized to turn four water-mills.
On the 16th March he made a short march to a
halting-place four miles off to the east, in one hour
twenty-three minutes. The track followed the left
bank of the Khaisar river, here a quarter of a mile
broad, with a shallow pebbly bottom. At half a mile
it passed between two forts a quarter of a mile
distant,-that to the right belongiiig to the Ja'maldinis, and tliat to the left to the Balladinis. One and
a 11alf miles distant to tlie left was the Mingal fort
and settlement, each fort having a cluster of one
hundred to two hundred mucl huts round it. At
two miles he passed tl~rouglla low ridge of hills, and
leaving Kliwaj, a Mahornedan shrine (and old Nushki)
on a mouud close on the left, immediately after he
passed on the same side a water-mill with two large
trees. From tllis tlie road followed tlie small stream
that turns the mill, and circles to the left of the
Kuti hill close to the left, with the river Khaisar
half a mile to the riglit, running in a stoily plain.
0 u tlie 17th Marc11 lie went to Galangar, sixteen
and a half miles, enst, in five and a half hours.
Aftcr one rnile over a stony plaiu tlle road crossed
t l ~ eIillnisnr nulla, which emerged from tZle hills close
to the left, and cntered bare stony hills, gradually
ascending. At one and tllrce-quarter miles he
passecl Ziarat-i-Mir Hnibat, n heap of stones, on
thc left. The track from here wound in lligll ground
among low hills for four and a llulf miles, when it
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crossed a plain called Kum-i-Murid, two miles broad,
and extending three or four miles on the right and
left, and draining to the Khaisar. Having crossed this
plain it again entered low hills, following the valley
of a ravine t h e e hundred yards broad, shut in by
fifty to one hunbed feet hills, called Kishingi. After
following this for one mile it emerged on to another
plain called Alunj-i-damag, which it crossed to a
heap of stones named Talkhi, and again entered low
hills one hundred to two hundred feet high, winding
amongst them for three miles, when it passed Ziarati-Pir Langu, and descended some fifty feet to the
bed of a large shallow nulla draining to the Khaisar.
The road then wound up this for one mile, and
arrived at Galangar, a pool thirty yards by ten
yards, with a slight stream, the water of which
was good. Camel-grazing here was bad, only
" nctrian "
and " buta " being procurable,-and
these his Mekran camels would not eat,-and
there was no f ~ ~ e l The
.
road is fairly PI-acticable,
except the part f'rom where the track first enters the
hills to the Kum-i-Murid plain (four miles), which
would require a good deal of making, though the
gracliellt was everywhere easy. H e ~ a s s e dfive or
six flocks of sheep and goats, each five hundred t o
six hundred in number ; also a caravan of eight
camels going from Shiltarpur to Nushki.
On the 18th March he went to Kardagaf, eighteen
miles north-east, in six hours five minutes.
For the first three miles tlie road passed up the nulla,
over stony ground, shut in by fifty to one llnndred feet
bare stony hills four hundred yards on either side.
Here s track diverged t o the right, viti Gurgina and
Mungacha, to Kulat. About thrce miles farther 011

the road quitted the main nulla to the left, and,
going up a branch, arrived at its head, four miles on,
when it crossed a low kotal; then, gently descending,
it crossed obliquely the Gurgina valley, wliicIl drains
tc the Khaisar. To the kotal the road was stony;
from there it changed to a white light soil. The
valley was extensively cultivated from dams of rain
water. The road then, in four aud a half miles,
crossed the Gurgina valley and forded the nnlla that
drains it here, a stream, tweuty yards broad and one
deep, of brackish water. It then passed a low hill
twenty or thirty feet above the vitlley, and descended
to the Kardagaf valley, running straight to the
village of the same name in five miles, over Light
soil, through " banded " cultivation.
Kardagaf consists of forty or fifty mud houses,
inhabited by Sarpara and Rodanis. The head man of
the latter came and saw Lockwood, and was civil in
getting his supplies. H e said they could muster
five hundred matchlock men out of the valley, but
probably not more than half that number could be
collected. The whole country was covered with
a shrub called dranna," whicll llis camels would
not eat, though there was no other food for them.
Water was procured from streams fro~uKarez, three
miles off in the hills to the east. No difficulty for
heavy vehicles this march.
On the 19th March Lockwood weut to a haltingplace beyond Baraz, seveuteeu miles, five hours
forty-seven minutes.
The traclr went straight north over "pat'' and gravel
covered with " drauna," down the Kardagaf valley,
three miles broad, and shut in oil the east by hills
Iwo lluuclred to three hundred feet high, on the west
'&
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by a lower ridge. At two miles he passed a mound
fifty feet high close on the left ; and three-quarters
of a mile on a road to Kandahar appeared in sight,
going straight down the valley. The Baraz track
now turned half right towards the eastern hills, at the
foot of which it arrived in six and a half miles from
Kardagaf. The road then ran east of a low ridge
separating it from the plain on the left with the
main range to the right, and over undulating stony
grollnd full of ravines till twelve miles from Kardagaf,
when it entered the Barae nalla, where there was a
weak spring of water. The path then wound up this
nulla to its head, where, crossing a kotal, it descended for fifteen minutes down another nulla to a
plain gently sloping north-east . It then proceeded
straight to where he halted. There was no water here,
but only " drannn " for the camels, and no fuel. The
track was good going the wllole way, except from
wliere it entered the hills to the east foot of the
kotal, wllicll would require a little making. There
was a hard frost liere during the night. From the
top of the kotal a road jutted out to the left, going
to Quetta.
Ou the 20th Marcli he went to Mastung Fort,
thirteen miles.
The track passed nearly due east over a plain
sloping east by north. At three-quarters of a mile
it ran close under the end of a ridge to the left, and
a t two miles crossed a nulla (Sharin Ab) with a
stream of sweet water, ten yards broad, six inches
deep. Tllree irliles from Mast~ulg the road lay
between ruined houses and trees close on the left.
The country on both sides was extensively cultivated,
and the road was everywhere good.

Ou the 21st March lie went to Alladin's Well,
twenty-one miles north-east, in six hours fifty-four
minntes.
Leaviug Mastung, the road stretched north-e,t;t
for fonr miles over light sandy soil, cut up by ravines.
It then entered a gorge, one mile broad, between
stony hills two hundred or three hundred feet high ;
the ground, also, became Itlore stony. Here a track
diverged to Teri on the left, ancl Kalat, viu Mungacha, on the right. E"ollowiug this gorge, which
frndnally narrowed to five hundred yards, tlie road
tnriied inore north, and at seven iiiiles from RTastung
passed u p a ilulla to tlie right, tlle head of mliich i t
reached i11 less than a quarter of EL mile, when it
descended by a steep zigzag to the Dasht-i-Badaulat.
The length of this pass was about tn.0 miles, and it
mould require n good deal of labour to mahe it
practicable for any but light vehicles. The road
then crossed the Dasht-i-Badaulat in a north-easterly
direction to Damwaea, where it joined the Bolan road
from Dadur to Quetta.
H e turned south for two miles to get water at
Alladin Chah. From this point his road was along
the regular Bolnn route, down which he came to
Jncob;tbad, where lie a8rrived the day after my
appearance there, via., on the 27th of March.
011 llis arrival lie found that, having heard a
steamer was tlo leave next morning from Sakar for
Mnltmi, I had proceeded on my way. H e hastened
on, bntl w:i,s too late to cntcli tlie steamer. Not, however, t,o 1)e t l o ~ el,~ ( .croseetl the river and managed to
get oil to the clrgiue of n inaterial traiu which was
just, st,a,l.t,ing,:~,iid nn,ngl~t118 np a,t our first night's
halt, arriviug la,tfei\,t i~igllt,. I was of collrae delighted
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to see him, and he appeared i n excellent spirits ; but
nest ii~orui~lg,
wlieu lle wolie, lie called my attention
to tlie s1vo1lc.n st:ite of his a'uliles. I tliouglit it m7ns
owiug to liis 11i~~itlg
got iuto :L bad state of blood
froin the intliil'ereilt foo~lhe li;~(leaten, and trusted
that a little good living would put Lirn all riglit; but,
alas! he only got worse. I-Ie went up in my Depnrtment to & h i ,but he never picked up. Dropsy and
Bright's disease set in, and after struggling against
these for some long months he eventually died.
Poor Dick Lockwood! H i s loss to me and the
numerous friends to whom his unvarying cheeriness
had endeared him, can never be made u p ; and I
know no olle of his standing who could not have
been better spared to the service. Through the
kindness of General Roberta I had just got hiin
appointed 'to the Quartcrmaster-General's Department. I n this, there call be little doubt, he would
have served in tlie Affg1l:~n campaign which broke
out shortly after, and so lie would liave got 211 he
wanted to make hirn one of the foremost men in
the Indian Army. E u t what is the good of repining?
H e has gone from us, it is true ; but he carries
with him to the " great beyond " the love of all who
kuew him, aud the respect of all who served with
him. Many a better known mau, when it collies to
the last, would give all his lionours for that.
FINIS.

APPENDICES.

Shek Raj, 184 miles.

THE road is very good.

Soon after leaving there is a heavy
sand ridge to bc crossed, and at the sisth mile another heavier
one. At 14 miles come to a halting place (Churruu). The
road tlier~ is pretty good nud gocs along a stream, and lastly
throiigli r o r ~ g ljungle
~
and crosses tlie Purali river (which is
here 30 yards broad a11d 3 feet deep).
Water procmable from wells i n bed of river, 6 t o 8 feet
decp.
N o grass procnrable, but forage abundant.
Tlie road is vcry good the wliolc way, and goes tl~rougha low
jnngle for 84 miles ; it the11 crosses tlie Kulhulli ravine, and
goes along its riglit bank for half a mile, then through rough
tl~iclrjungle of caper and tainnrislr for 1 4 miles, and the last
one mile lics throng11 rough narrow lanes betwecn two
hamlcts.
Some "liurbi" t procurable here for horses, but no grass.
Foragc cxccllclit a i d abundaut.
Water from scven wclls GO fcct deep.
-

* I n the routes in this report the word "forage" is always
Inennt to imply ciimel forage, " grass " being used for horse and
mu111forage.
t Sti~llrs01 Indian (,ore and other grain user1 as fodder.
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Bochiri River, 123 miles-423

miles.

The road is very good the whole way, only requiring a little
work t o improve i t for artillery. Several ravines are crossed,
viz. a t 1$ arrcl 2
: 111iles the Kulhulli (240 yards broad); at
7 4 miles the J u r r u k ; a t 8 miles the Loiwarrow ; a t 8; miles
t h e Kippermulli ; and a t 116 miles the Ghar (60 yards broad).
Good water procurable from two wells. Forage abundant ;
n o grass.
Bochupir, 8a miles-50% miles.
The road is extremely goocl the whole way ; throughout easy
t o find, from its going through rough jungle, which at times is
extremely thick. I t crosses rnany ravines, vlz. a t half mile the
Bochiri ravine ; a t 2a miles the Sulrun river ; and a t 54 miles
the shallow and dry bed of the Wuriur.
The water here is thick but good from a well. Forage
abundant, hut no grass.
Duncl, 84 nziles-59i

miles.

The road is pretty good, being merely a camel track through
rough tamarisk jungle and over deserted fields.
Water from one well ; forage procurable.

The road is very good all the way. Here water is sweet and
plentiful, and some supplies woulrl be procurable as there are a
large number of Hiridoo shops. The country rouncl is highly
cultivated and studded with villages.
Sar-i-Asiah, 11: milra-79

miles.

The road go[ s through narrow lanes of I)rusllwoocl j~lngle
(which would have to Ilc, witlclictl) for 3 milc* ; then i t gocs
ovcr a ldnitr pn~.;i~~,rr
sol~tlrof S1111jul.ia t 3 ~ ~ l i l c'sl ,' u r r n ~ .at
~~
I nrilcs, nut1 :I 111il1 a t X i 111r1c.s. At, (i$mllcs it gocs i ~ r t otllc
bed of the 1'111-ali riser c111t1 11,) it for 2 111iIrsa11(1t11e11over a
plniu, the part in the river l j c i ~ ~rratlrcr
g
rough fro111 srr~:lll
stones.
E n c c l i ( > ~wntcr
~ t from a r ~ i t i i l i ~stream
~ g ; grass plcntiful, but
forage scarce,

P u r a l i River, 94 miles-884

miles.

The road is very good, and goes nearly the whole way along
the left bank of Purali river, a t first over open country; the
hills to the cast a consitlerable way of€; a t 44 miles pass a
singular-loolcing hill called Runnur Cheri ; a t 7 miles it enters
~ d through rough thick jungle
the bed of the Yurali river a ~ goes
for a quarter mile, and corlti~~ues
up it t o the end of the march.
Camp on right banlc of river among jungle.
Water is plentiful and excellent ; and fuel, forage, and grass
are abundant.
Sullow River, 16$ nziles-1054

nziles.

The road on the whole is excellent. One quarter mile after
starting the ICohun river joins the Porali, and the road goes up
t h e former (for 104 milcs), wl~osc bed is a splendidly smooth
road, with high precipitous banlrs. A t only one place would
there be ally difficulty for 11cavy vel~icles,viz, at the Trupp-iKol~un,wliich is lnucli narrower than any part of the I301ari
Pass, being ouly 10 or 12 feet wide, ant1 crossetl by rough
frag~nentsof roclr, leaving the I<ohun raviue at its head ; it
goes over a plain for 3 n~llesto the Pinj ravine, up which it
goes to witl~ina quarter of a mile of the end of the march.
Water is good and abundant in the bed of the Sullow river;
and grass, forage, and fuel are abundant.
ICa~zegi,13 miles-1 18; miles.
The road is fair, but rcynircs some improvement, as it mostly
runs tl~roughnarrow dcfiles; 300 yards after leaving it enters
the Rlllran K u s h t : ~raviiie, and goes up its bed for 3 niiles, theu
leaving it, it crosses a sinall but very rough hill in I $ miles,
whcn it ~ c g a i n sthis ravinc and gocs up its bed for three quarters
of a mile further. Tlie road t l ~ e nzig-zags up a liill, and then
for a sliort distance lies over lcvcl ground, ant1 then eig-zaging
down the hill cutcrs the Aranweri ravinc (at 7; miles). I t tlieu
continues in the bed of this ravine winding about a great (leal
for onc mile, wl~cnlcnving it crosscs over prctty good ground
and e~itcrs~t again I)y a bar1 piece of road. Cfoillg down its
bcd now for 3 furlongs, i t lcrlr~cs it a t 104 ~nilesi111tl gors over
open groi111(1for tl~rcc-qnnrtcruiilc illto the I>ctl of' tlle Kat~egi
ravine, up wliich it gocs lor 1; milcs to tlie halting place.
Here water is scarce from wells dug in the ravine; forage
and fuel are plentiful, and some coarse grass is procurable.
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Burran Luk, 7 %miles-126 miles.
This is a fatiguing march, going for 3$ miles up and clown
the ri~viuebcd, the ascent ar~cldesccnt of which are very steep ;
and then over very undulating ground.
Water here is extremely good froin the Tullardir river.
Forage is scarce ; no fuel ; some coarse grass.

Hussun Pir, 74 miles-1334

miles.

The road has to cross the Burran L u k pass, which is nothing
more than a couple of stony water-courses up and down a very
ordinary hill ; the ascent, though steep, is only about 200 feet,
and the descent is very trifling. The asccnt commences at
once from the last halting place, and a t the top the road goes
through a rough and extremely narrow clcf't in the roclis for
about 160 yards, and is the11 gradual to the top ( 1 % miles).
Here two roads mcet, one goes dlrcct do\vi1 the pass, while the
other goes off to tlie left. Tlie latter is longcr arid is considerctl
best, but there is not much to clloose betwcel~tlrcm. Tlie foot
of the pass is reached in i~l>out3 milcs. (I-lere a road fro111
Torkubur joins.) The road then enters the Dunlladir river,
and is rough and bad, going alol~gits bed for a mile. I t then
asceilds out of it by a ditlicult path, and is very goocl to tlie
halting place. At six miles from t h c last halting place the
road goes through a rough narrow pass, tllrougll which
the Oornatch river flows, aud this has to be crossed at this
point.
Water very good from holes i n the Oornatcli river. Coarse
grass and forage procurablc.

Oornatch, 6 miles-1394

miles.

The road is good the whole way, though in some places the
jungle would require to be cleared.
Water here is vcry good, and is procured from the bed of the
river; forage and some " kurbi " are procurable.

Guito, t(i miles-147i

miles.

The road is bad on the wl~olc. At first for two milcs it is fair,
then comes the Sa~~jarn-ka-lrul~cl
dcfilc n l~icllis so i~ltcrscctcd
by ridges of rock as to bc utterly lnipracticablc for vehicles,
and it would require great labour to li~akeit nscrul. Tlie road
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then goes over smooth gronnd for about half a mile, when i t
d e ~ c e n c ~the
s stecp bnnlt of the Pnrccl~irivcr and enters the
Parcclti-tn~llchtlcfilc. T11isis 11alt a mile long a ~ co~ibists
~ d
of the
river bet1 \rl~icnl~
is co~~trac.tccl
to nhout 4.0 g:irtls in \vitltl~,and i a
some l~lnr:cs,for n s l ~ o i disln~tce,
t
it is only 12 or 15 feet broad.
The bccl is covercd with very largc stones, which I~owcverwould
not be any very great impeclio~eiitto carriages. Tllcn the river
bed widens, ant1 the road is vcry good; a t six miles pass a
small post called Surtulli Kund
The water here is estreniely salt, but a small quantity of
good water is procurable near a spring on thc southern edge of
the Giiito IIill. Fuel, forage, arid grass procurable in small
quauti ties.
Gaz, 9 nziles -156;

oniles.

Tlie road winds very ~nucliin the bed of the Pareclii river,
and is shut, iu thc ml~ole\r7iiyby l~illsvarying in hcigl~t. I t is
not very bad niid \vor~ldbe pl-ncticiible, t h o u g l ~i n inany places
the soft steep banlis require sloping.
Tlie watcr here is good and is procurable from the river.
Forage, fuel, and grass procurable. Camping ground very
c6nfiued.
Gurroah, 15 ntiles-1714

nziles.

The road is generally very good. I t goes for five iniles
tlirougl~ ritlgcs lyiug nortli and sontli, composrd of pnrallcl
roivs of cnorltlous square stoncs, nnd thcn it crosses sevcral
parilllcl riclgcs of I~asiilt lying east and mcst for another five
miles. llllc road tlien co~nesto a spit called P u r r a (water and
halting place), and here crosses at 10; miles the Surtnasung
river from thc lcft. Thence the road is good, the Gaz kund
ravine a t about 136 iniles, being a littlc rough.
The water in t l ~ crivcr is saltish, but in the sunning stream
which is conducted oB for cultivation, it is very good. Fael,
forage, and grass are plcntiful.

T l ~ erond is prctty good in somc 1)1accs, the ground is l~roken
and r ~ 1111
~ I)!,t sln:rll r:~\rincs,and tl~crc:is :II.YO a good (Ira1 of
tnn~nl.~slt
jl~nglc. At t\vo milrs pa.;s tl~c.i.ontl to I<li~i~.mn-i-istnn,
and a t 44 rnilcs tlie foot of' Paltir Muham~natl. A t 24 iniles
the road crosses tlie Surmasnng liver, nncl aPtcr goi~igover

u n d u l ~ t i n gopen ground, i t then proceeds u p its left bank for
58 miles, and then crossing the river again arrives at the
halting place.
Nal, 9.4 ntiles-190

miles.

The road is excelleiit all the way. It crosses the Surmasung
river (here 500 yards broad) a t 43 miles.
Water here is good from two streams. Some supplies and a
little forage and grass are procurable.

From N d to Icharan there is a road which goes across the
Besamur valley. I have not got any details of this route; it
is probably about 80 miles, and is practicable for camels.
Jalwar, 25 miks-295

miles.

The road goes over n plain which is covered and obstructed

by sand.
Water procurable from a spring in the ravine.
forage scarce.
Zarda, 16 miles-310

Fuel and

miles.

The road crosses a difficult pass called the Julwar Kund,
which however is traversed by laden camels.
Water procurable from wells dug in ravine. Fuel and forage
abundant.
Pirpochi, 12 nziles-322

n~iles.

The road is stouy, clescending among Ilills.
There is only water hcre alter rain. Fuel and forage,
hoaever, are abundant.

Band Khan Jahan,, 18 nziles-340

miles.

Tlie road is quite good, but crosses some heavy sand-ridges.
Water, fuel, ancl forage al)nl~dnnt.
Total from Sorlmiani to Bandar Kamal Khan, 636 miles.
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This route was traversed in 1873 by Lieut.-Colonel Miles and
also partly i n 1877 by Captain Loclrwood.

1. Khor Brrsazoal, 20 ~niles.
The road goes all the way over a plain of sand-hills, tufted
wit11 bushes, along the Isthn-lus of Ormarah to a broad swampy
ravine with deep muddy bottom ; in crossing this i t gocs northwest over a sandy plain covered with camel f'oragc to tlie Khor
Basa~ral. Here thcrc: is a small hamlet with date trees, and a
small lnuddy pool of water. The bed of the ravine is here very
broad and open, but has no water i n it. Camel forage is
procurable, grass and fuel are scarce.

2. Dost-i-Gwaranz, 1 4 miles-34

miles.

The road goes up the mliole way along the sandy I~eclof the
Bussawul river. Pler~tyof water is found in i t in all seasons,
but the bed is liable to spaits from tlie hills. T l ~ edirection is
west-north-west or west.

3. Abgir, 15 v~tiles-49 miles.
The road goes up the Ichor the whole may. A t three miles
pass IVakab, where there is a small strcam running. There is
consideral~leshrub vegetation in the bed. The surroiirldi~ig
hills are flat-tol~pcd clay ridgcs. Here is a srlpply of water
from the bcd of the rivcr, a l ~ dcamel forage and fuel are
procurablc, also a little coarse grass.
4.

Kitor Kasug Farosh, 1 2 ~niles-61 nailes.

The road is along the Khor, which becomes gradually
narrower and sl~allo\rer. I t is extremely tortuous, and the bed
is covcrctl witli round cobble stoncs, n,hich make travelling very
diflicnlt for anilnals. 1lI1e1c arc f'rcq~~cnt
pools ant1 s l ~ r i ~ of
~gs
natcr in the bed. At tlirce milcs pass a place callcd Zorambent, and s t twelve miles halt at a pool of rain-water in a
tribntary ravine of the above name, to the Basawal. Here
there is fuel and forage.
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5 . Bclor, 12 miles-73

miles.

The road is nortllerly, going along ravines and torrent beds
full of large loose boultlers, nut1 is \,cry tlilFicult. A t the c,ncl it
is through hills, and a low waccr-slicrl is crosscrl which tlivides
the drainage of the IColwa valley from that of the Basamal.
Water is plentiful from springs a14 the way.

6. Nul, 15; miles-88$

miles.

The road first goes north by west for two miles among low
hills when it issues into the IColma plains, which i t crosses to
nine miles. Then ascends a stony glacis to the Iculdan ravine,
wliich i t the11 follows for four miles, minding between low hills.
Then leaving the ravine, i t crosses a plain iuto Nal in one mile.
Water from bed of ravines ; fuel, forage, aud grass procnrable.

7. ICil IChor, 12g miles-l01& miles.
The road goes north over a long stoily slope for one mile,
and then crossing a small ravine enters t l ~ e ICaldan ravirie
(150 yards 11-itle),up wl~ichi t winds for four miles, the ravine
getti~rgnarrower till it is not more than six yards across, and
is s l ~ u in
t on both sitles l)y rocky Ilills. ( H e r e running water.)
Tl~eillcavin;: the I<aldan thc road turns u p a sinaller ravine to
the right, in sorne 1)laces only threc feet hroarl with a rocky
bottom mhicll i t follows for one ~nile,asccndir~ggrntlunlly to the
top of the Hotal Pass. T l ~ eroad th(9n tlcsccnds vcry stecply
and is narrow for a quarter of a mile, when i t bccomcs less steep
going down a stony water-course for 2: milcs further. Hcre it
emergcs into an open valley, two miles across which it crosses
in north-east direction, aud the11 passing some pools of water in
a ravine reaches the halting place. Here water is plentiful in
the bed of the ravine. Grass, fuel, and forage abundant
around.
8. Nafta Shum, 18% miles-1204 miles.

The road gocs for three miles north among low Iiills, whcn
i t crosses a low paas with n small plain. Traversing this in
three rniles on, it comcs to an opening ill a low rangc, and
going through this it enter.+ thc Uaslita pl;~in. Crossing this
likewiqc in a nortl~-west tllrec.tio~~
it colncs to yct nnotllcr ritlgc
w l ~ i c ld~vidcs
~
~t from t l ~ cICurpuIla plaln, wlr~cllis also crossed.
At the mlle the road comes to a pool of water, which never
dries up, called Bieshkai-i-Kumb. The road then zig-zags
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through a ridge running east and west for one mile, when i t
water), which i t follows for
cnters the Grlr~ibukravine (I-uni~ing
two niiles. Then Icaviuc this it crosses a stonr vaile~rto a l ~ o t l ~ e r
ravine down \vliich it winds for tllrce qunrtcrs of' a mile nfllen
it forsalres it for a tllircl half a nlilc clown ~v11icl1is the I~nltiiig
place. The road is quite good tllruughout and practicable for
vehicles.
Water is procurable in the ravine in pools after rain, and by
digging at other times; and fuel, forage, and grass are
plentiful.
L,

For a mile the road leads out west over stony ground, when
it crosses a low stony 1)nss irito a stony plain, a t the other side
of wliich is tlic Z ; I ~ Iravine
~ I I (Ilerc (30y;~rclsbroad, roclry bottom,
r u n n i i ~ gwater). Drscendilrg illto this at secorid mile i t follo~vs
i t to the end of the Zaliin 11ill. Wlleu it leaves the ravine and
turning more to tlie lef't goes over brolten stolig gromid bctwccn
low roclrjr liills for 3%ruiles. The road lionr enters t l ~ e%l:li~tur
ravine, and niiids aloiig its bed for 44 miles betweeu steep clill's
200 f'cet l~igli,which fbrm a f'orulidable defile. (Ituu~lingwater
in this ravine, which does not dry up.) Clkaring tliis defile tlie
road goes nearly urest for two inilee (hcrc. road to Slinl~baz),
and at oile ~ u i l eon crosscs alom water,slied dividiog t l ~ edr;iiliage
of the Iiil IChor fro111 tliat of tlle D : ~ s l ~plain.
t
I t now talres to
the Iiashi ravine down which it descer~dsfor 1; alilcs, when
leaving i t goes over a plain and one mile on elitcrs tlie Wash
Jaorlrhan ravine which it dcsce~rdsto the halting place. The
road tlie whole way is between rocky hills, hut i t is good and
easy.
VTaterexcelleilt from a fort. Coarse grass, fuel, and forage
procurable.

From Ormnrah, therc is no other route leading t o the north
till wc rcacl~Pnsni. From Iiulmnt thcre certainly is a path
wliicll gocls by tlie Jafari rnviuc ant1 tlicn int.0 that of Uas:l~val,
but from tliat 1)oiilt it is tlic salnc as t l ~ eforcgoilig, niicl bcsitlcs
that tlic anclior;l;c oB' l i u l ~ ~ i nist bad, t l ~ clive-fatlioms lint
being six n~ilcsoil; i t is not shorter or better than that from
Ormarah. 1 now, therefore, turn to-
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1. Doknni, 19 miles.
The road after crossing the sand-hilloclt north of Pusni goes
u p the bed of the Shadi Khor, crossing and re-crossing several
times for five miles, the hills for the last two miles closirlg in.
I t then gets on t o hich ground on the barllts going from side
to side. A t nine miles pass small bit of cultivation called
Gazdar (from here a road to Kalmat goes off). I t then crosses
t o right bank, and i n one mile passes Laz Bent,* a bit of cultivation betwecn a hill called IColi-i-Sulthta and the ridge oil the
right. Leaviilg this it crosses to the left bank and again to
the right at 138 miles, when it leaves the river which comes
from the north-cast. I t tl~eilenters the Andoralt hills (a range
of low sharp parallel ritlgcs with numerous low passes), and
winding tortuously t l r r o u ~ htl~ernfor tliree miles i t emerges on
an opeii pli~inextending for the next three miles up to the river
again. (This gives a long sweep from Doltarli to the east to
get round the Aridnrok range.)
Here there is abundance of water, fuel, and forage, and a
little grass is procurable. The wliole of this march is thiclrly
wooded, and a halt could be made anywliere after five miles
from Pusni, below which thc water is bracltish.

2.

Gharki, 16 miles-35

nliles.

The road goes up thc course of the Shadi River (passing
Ghoramani R e l ~ tat three niilcs) for tive miles to the junction
of the Gliarlri K l ~ o r . (IIcre road goes on north-north-west to
Yidarl; and Krj). Tliencc it colitinues u p that ravir~ewhich is
eaclosed between I~igli banks and low hills for 10 miles. A
halt can be made almost allywhere, as fuel, forage, and water
are abundant.

3.

Gzuarko, 17 miles-52

miles.

The road goes up the Gharlti Ichor and is quite easy all the
way.
Water from " karcz." Grass procurable in the neighbourhood.

* Cultivation.
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4.

Tulach Ichor, 17 miles-69

miles.

The road goes south-cast over a stony glacis over tlie bank of
the Dutllma ravine for 2; mlles. I t tlicn enters hills and
winds through tl~ern for two miles m1ic11it agairi emerges into
a stony plain over allich it goes for two milcs. I t tl~erlagain
entcrs the skirt of the hills t o tlie soutl~of the Gwarko plain,
ant1 contiriues anlongst them for t l ~ erest of the march nearly
due east. Tlle road lie> between two ridges and is good,
but cut up by ravines froin that on tlie north ~\lliichwould
require to be i~rlprovetlt o malre them practicable.
Water very precarious, but could be stored. No grass, and
little forage procuraljle.
Thc road goes north-east, and asccnds gradually over broken
stony grou~idshut in hy l~illsfor two miles. It t l ~ c nturns t o
the right and enters a i~ivinccallcd I<olreni, which it ascends
for tnlo miles t o the head of the Gwarlto watershed. I t next
crosses a bleak stony plain for five miles whcn i t comes to some
low hills, and winding among them for 1; miles again emerges
into a similar plain which it crosses for seven iniles to the
Ispirod ravine.
Grass and forage plentiful ; water is precarious, but it could
be stored in the bed of the ravi~ie.

6. Balgatar, 174 miles-1039

miles.
The road crosses a stony, ravine-cut, plain for 5+ miles to
the Kil Khor (\\lie~*e
are pools, fuel, forage, &c., here cross
Kolnah road), crossing wliich it continues over the same
description of ground for five inilcs wl~enit enters tlie Kuttag
ravine (here road from Saini and west joins in). I t then goes
up the ravine \vitli low ridges 011 either sidc, the bcrl formed of
fi~iegrarcl, ~vitli casy gr;ldic~lt,for
miles, alren it s ~ ~ d d e n l y
t u r ~ 1~111s a sin:111 rayinc fur a SCIV!,:11.(1s nncl t l ~ e ncrosscs the
ridec 1)y n vrry 1o\\f 11:iss. (1'101-t\\.o iliil~son tlle soutli and
nnc milt ou 1101*t11 tll('r(>is \ V : I ~ C Pr l ~ n ~ l i ~ Ii g) ~: .l,no
t f~icl,fiwage,
h 11;llt
01. g~,:~ss.)I t t,11c11
tl(~scc~ltls
clltitc casiiy fix i i ) ~ ~iiilcs.
~r
C:III I)L> in:~(lcsoiily I V I I ~ I I , t I ~ ( ~is
t ~\v:~tc~*,
o
n11(1this 0 1 1 1 ~t,Iic g ~ ~ i d c s
can tell \\!it11 ( - ( - l . t : ~ i ~ ~'l'llc:
t y . s11p1)ly is l)i*ccario~is,11ci11gin
pools, but \rclls c ~ ) ~ ~ be
l t l (lug, ant1 watcr moulcl be procured
10 feet from surl'itce. I-Icre there is fuel, forage in small
quantitics, hilt no grass,
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This is a suitable place for the collection of supplies which
might be brought in small quantities from Kolwah on the east
and from Sam1 on the west.

7.

Tush, 13 miles-1 16; miles.

The road is quite good over a level plain, the last part with
detached hills on both sides. This tract is, however, subject to
inundation, and tlien there is a path which makes a long detour
t o the left reaching Tush in about 24 miles. A halt could be
made half way.
Water abundaut, no fuel, forage near, nor grass.

The road is quite easy the whole way winding along ravines
and crossing low ridges. There is water at 23 miles, and in
the Korurhi and Hingul ravines. The space here is confined
a t ~ dstony, but water is always abuntlant. Fuel arid foragc
11avc to be procured at a distance round. N o grass.

The road goes up a ravirlc for four milcs, quite casy, tl1e11
ascends sligl~tlyto get over tlie Choki Gorat1 pass. Then it
descends to the Lashkaran Khor (here good running watcr,
fuel, and forage), which i t goes up fbr 23 milcs. Leaving this
it goes over a low ridge the11 up a narrow ravine and elncrgcs
after 3+ miles on to a high stony plain, whicll it crosses for
o ~ mile
~ e and then desccnclu to the Gwaui Khor.
Here there is always abundance of wntcr. Sonie foragc and
" peesll" fuel is procurable, and a littlc grass.

10. //rush Juorkhnn, 15 miles-153)

miles.

The road fil~st gocs up a ravine and then crosses an open
gravelly plain in 3; nlilcs. I t then goes up a ravine fi.0111the
north wintling about a good deal, nntl the ravine bcco~~iing
narrower for two miles wllcn it gets on t o a spur and ascends
thc Goran pass a t six rl~ileu. l ' l ~ eascelit is easy, hnt tlie road
miglit be improved, being narrow. Thc road then descends a
ravine with hills on either side t o the Wash J;~orkhanravine
seven miles.
Water in pools precariou~; fuel, forage, no grass.
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There is a road which gocs down the above ravine. This
has al)unclance of fuel, forage, and water in its bed. This
route would avoid the dr-tour ~ n t oPanjgnr. A dep6t might be
forn~edfor yupplies at llashtak whcre there is ahundancc of
frlel, f o r r ~ ~ cand
, water. Sl~pplicsin small quantities might
be drawn iu from Persian territory, \Vashali, and Panjgnr.

Unfortunately there are no roads from Gwadur direct t o the
north, tile steep D u r r u n ~range interposing itself between. The
only routes therefore turn it either to the west or east.

The road goes along the sen-shore to the Koh-i-Blchdi, then
through low hills, and lastly orcr lcvcl plain. I t is quite good
throngl-rout. Thc water s111)plyhere is precarious and brackish.
Forage procurable. No fucl or grass.
The road goes through low hills and is quite easy. Here
water is scarce, but perennial and good. Fuel and forage
procurable. No grass.

3. Talnr Puss, 21 miles-53;

miles.

The road first goes over broken ridges of bandstone, and
t l ~ e nover a perfectly level plnio to thc Pass.
I-Ierc there is an ample supply of nater, and fuel and forage
are procurable, but no grass.
4.

Amulani, 2G miles-i9+

miles.

Tlle roar1 gocs up the b(3d of a ravine wllich forms the Talar
ravinc. This 11as vcry lol'tp and stccp sides, and presents a
remarkably bold ;urd rugged appearance. It is narrow, and
being subject to floods, is at times daugerous. The road then
goes up the ravine, and at five miles crosses east a ~ l dnorth
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some low arid hills of sandstone alternating with clay t o the
Biri R i i w a t 1 0 miles where there is water. I t now crosses a
ridge of sandstone hills aud then goes over a plain of alluvial
soil intc,rsected by t h e rivers Shahicl, Niluck, and Dude11 to
Amalani. Here thcre arc a few patches of cultivation, and
water is found in pools, but as it is depenclent on rain it is
precarious. No fucl or forage are procurable here. When the
water fails a t Amulani the nearest water is the Dasht River,
more than three miles t o the west.
5.

Miri, 22; miles-102

miles.

The road first goes over a level plain for 12+ miles with no
water on i t and t l ~ e nenters a series of low hills which it
crosses in a northerly dircction, in 10 miles more!
Here all snpplies arc procural~lein small quantities. Water,
fuel, forage are abundant, and sorne grass.

6.

Girok Puss, 15 ~,~iles-llT miles.

The road first goes over t l ~ eKej I)lain for five miles and i.;
quite good. I t thclr enters tlie Girolc Pass. This is formed of'
tlic bet1 OF a torrclrt, which a t its mouth is covered witli largc
boulders, but tlie trilcl< improves as one ascends. The gradier~t
is very easy ; the depth is not vcry long, blrt it is at present
i~ulwacticable, thongh a few hours' l d ~ o u r bestowed on improving the road in the neighhourl~oodof the watershed would
suffice to nitllte the track ~ ~ a s s a b l c .The water-sopply is very
scarce, ant1 t l ~ e r eis no fuel, forage, or grass.

The road lies tlie whole way over a plain dotted here and
thcre witli low hills, and having its surface sparsely studded
with a scant vcget;ltioti of camel-thorn and otlrcr shrubs. At
tlie end it crosses thc Ghish Kllor.
Here water is very aI)u~~tlnnt,
and some few supplies might
bc procured, aird f1rc.1 anrl forage are procurable.

The road ascelicls the Mlidi IClior ravine t l ~ owl~oleway ; thc
path is very narrow and slipl)ery, anrl rlilFicult for camels.
The water-supply here is plentiful, and fuel and grass are
e
procurable, but camel forage ia scarce.

273

APPENDIX A.-ROUTES.

9. Kulkrg-Diz, 254 miles-176

miks.

The road goes still up the hludi Khor till a watershed is
crossed, and then i t enters the bed of another torrent cnllcd
the Shitab. (There is abundance of water, fuel, foragc,
and grass i n its bed.) Going up this for some miles it then
leaves it, and ascends steeply to a plateau, whence i t is level
into Diz.
10. Well, 8 n~iles-184 miles.
The road goes over a plain. Here there is a well with bad
aud little water; fuel and forage are procurable.

11. G t o a r p Khor, 16 miles-200

miles.

From this the road turns north, and crossing some low hills
to the west of Piinpislta reaches the Gwargo ravine. Here
water is precarious, but wells dug would produce a supply.
Fuel and forage are procurable, but no grass.
12. Dnshtak, 16 wziles -216 miles.
The road goes along the course of the Gmargo t o its jrlnction
with the Rakshan a t eight miles, and then down it to Mulli
Gitan.
From this vide No. V I I .

This is 40 miles t o Seroki. I t has nothing to recommend it,
the only water Letween being at Anlrora 13 miles, and Faleri
26 mile^, and the supply is very precarious, being altogether
depcndcnt on raiii. Prom Serolci the route follows the same
line as No. IV. A. The road goes over a plain of whitish clay
between distant ranges of barren hills. There is very little
fuel or forage on this line.
By this route Gwadur to Dashtalc is 217+ miles.

1. Tankh, 25 miles.
The road for 1 2 milcs is north across a lcvel sandy plain.
At cigllt milcs pass cultivation on right ci~lled Nigor; a t
12 miles cntcr a low range of hills, which go through for two
g
and bad, but not very steep.
mil&, the road b r i ~ ~stony

18
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Beyond this the whole of the road is level and easy over a
barren country. Water scarce from well; no grass; forage
and fuel abundant.

2 . Belar, 21 nzi2es-46

miles.

The road leads east between two ranges and over a barren
country, but is quitc easy all the way.
Water-supply fair ; no supplies ; h e 1 and forage procurable.

3.

Talar Pass, 6 miles-52

miles.

The road leads over a hard barren country to the, south
entrance of the pass.
Thence vide No. IV. A.
By this route Gmadur to Dashtak is 216; miles.

This is a r~orthernroutr to the Dasht river; it is 37 miles,
and has no more advantage than the others. There is a precarious supply of water on the road in pools, but no fuel or forage.
It, however, reaches the Dasht river some 12 miles higher up
than the route by Faleri.
From Dardan vide No. IV. A.
By this route Gwadur is 205 rniles from Dashtak.

We now come to the last available route to the west.

1.

Surian Jump, 16 miles.

The D a ~ h rivcr
t
is navigable for boats for perhaps 10 miles,
after ml~ichit is i1cccss;lry to Inlid on the Icft hank of t l ~ e
rivcr, nurl n ~ n r r ho w r t l ~ cIcrel plain to Snrian Juinp, where
thc first l'l.c\li water is p~~oclir~nl)lc.
EIcre fuel and forage ilre abnr~dnnt.

The road goes north-eaat over a dusty plain covered with
camel-scrul) t1,e whole way. At one mile pass Kuldan, at

275

APPENDIX A,.-ROUTES.

34 miles cross the Persiau Telegraph line, 49 Serolci, 94 Kullatu.
The latter part of the way the road is a good deal cut 11p by
cultivation bunds.
Water from the river to the west. Fuel and forage abun:l ~ t .
3. Miting, 15 miles-44

miles.

On leaving the road crosses to the right bank of the river,
and then turns north-east for two miles. when it runs between
low isolated mud-hills for three wilcs. I t then recrosses to the
left banlc, and continues over the plain hetween the river and
low hills on the right far 44 miles to the Saijdi raviue. Crossing
this Dardan is passed 1: miles on (whence road to Gwadur).
The road the11 taltes to a narrow ravine, up mllicll it goes for
one mile, when it goes for one mile fhrther over cultivation,
and is much intersected by bunds, wheuce three miles on over
hard plain to halting place.
Water from the river, and fuel and forage are abundant.

4. Hasadin, 19 miles-63

miles.

The road goes for the first quarter mile lip the bed of the
Dasht river. I t then gets on to the left baulr, and turns a little
enst to get clear of juugle near the bank, when it goes for seven
miles over an open rlusty plain covered with scrub jungle to
Sadoi-Kullat. I t then comes near the river and goes for four
miles furthcr along its bank, passing two villages, Darzam and
Zararn, on the way. Now crossing to the right bank it keeps
to it for two miles, when it again returns to tbe left, which it
keeps for the last four miles.
Water, fuel, and forage abundant.

5.

Kuhak, 20 ntiles-83

miles.

The road first goes up the berl of the river for three-quarters
of a milr, whcn it asceilds to the lcft banlr, and continues along
the rongll jnnglc for three milcs (pass south Kangari two miles
on lcft). 01rc milc furthcr it crosses to the right bank, which
it goes aloi~gfor 4'2 niilcs to 7$ ~iiilcs(cight pass Matilnb) when
it n7:lin rolncs to thc lcft bank. At 114 nliles it rccrosscs to
rixlit, which it Itecps to thc e ~ t d . Tlle mllole road is over hard
level plain.
Here water is plentiful in the river. Fnel, forage, and coarse
grass abundant.

18
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6, Kuntndar, 114 miles-944

miles.

Leaving Kuhak the road crosses to the left bank and goes
north-east through tlliclc tamarisk jungle for five miles. It
then crosses the Icussar ra~rinefrom the right, and at six miles
the Niling ravine. A t ten miles cross to the right bank. The
road is all level over hard clay soil much cut up i n places by
irrigation cuts and dams, and is all through heavy tamarisk
jungle.
Water from a well good ant1 abundant. N o grass, but fuel
and forage abundant.

7.

Kullatak, 20 miles-1144

miles.

For the first six miles the direction is north-east to a range
of hills which are crossed by an casy path, after which the
direction is more east ovcr I~arrenstony ground. A few miles
west of Knllatalc the Kej river is crossed, and a fertile tract
e ~ ~ t e r ewhich
d
is intersected by water-courses. Hence the road
skirts date-groves to Kullatak.
Water-supply is plentiful and good, some supplies are
procurable, :rod fuel and forage abundant.
8.

Girok Pass, 1-&an~iles-129 miles.

The roar1 goes over a stony plain to the south foot of the
Girok Pass. 'Phis is a defile formed by the bed of a torrent.
The surface at its mouth is very broken, hcir~gcolnposed of large
boultlers, but the track improves afterwards. The gradient is
vcry easy. The defile is not very long, but it is not practicable
in its present state, though a few hours' labour would soon
make i t so.
The water-snpply is scarce and somewhat precarions, and
fuel and f'ornge are scarcely procurable.
Theace vide Route No. I V . A.
By this route Dashtalc is 230 miles.
I have 11ar11ec1I'nnjgrlr in detailing the above routes, as the
name is ncll known, but it will he secn that I bring all m y
routes up to the Daslitak ravine, which is at the extreme end of
the Pan,jgar valley, if not quite out of it. There would be no
advantage in goi~lgto any of the villages of Patjgur sufficicnt
to compensate for the extra distance which must be traversed.
At the junction of the Dasktak and Rakshan there is a fine
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open plain, which would form a good site for a depdt, and water,
fuel, forage, and grass are abuurlant. The villages of Panjgur
have not equal advantage in the last respect, and ill tlle first i t
by dense forests of
is much inferior, because all are sr~rruu~ided
date palm, which would malie it very difficult to fiud a proper
place for a depht. Then there is no tloubt that what supl~lies
the valley afforded could quite easily be transported to Dashtak,
while any that might reach fvom Boleda or the Persian districts
could come there with greater facility.
From Panjgur there are two routes which lead to the north.

The first goes as follows from the village of Khodabadan in
Panjgur.
1. Hushtdia.
The road goes north from the village of ICliodabadan, over
the plairi of Panjgur, and then collies to the range called
Build-i-Panjgur, which bounds that valley 011 tlie north. I t
then crosses the range by a pass dificult for camels, and on the
other side of the watershed is the halting place.
Here there is water, but very little forage or fuel, and no
grass.
2 . Palantak.
The road winds down a ravine amid low hills, aud then comes
to a defile in the Sabz Koh range. Here water, fuel, and
forage are abundant.
3 . Lundu Sham.

The road goes throligli a difficult defile, through which the
Palantalr water goes to tlie 13ibi Lori stream, and i t tllen comes
to a low pass between these streams.
Here there is water sometimes after rain, but the supply is
very precarious ; fuel and forage are abundant.
4.

Bibi Lori.

The road goes down the bed of this river the whole way.
Watcr precarious in pools, but might he procnred if wells
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were dug. Beyond either bank of the river is all sand.
fuel, forage are plentiful, and some grass is procurable.

Here

5. Budu.
The road goes down the sandy bed of the Bibi Lori to its
junction with the Mashkel just below this place, which is
where Pottinger crossed the Mashkel. Water, fuel, and forage
abundant. Thence vide Route No. V I I .
This route is shorter than the following, but has no other
recommendation ; there is a difficult pass on it, and the watersupply is precarious along the whole line.

ROUTEVII.
The next is the route I followed, viz. fro111 Dashtak.
1.

Kimli, 13 miles.

The road goes over a level plain for foiil. miles to the
Dmanguz ravine. Here it goes under a fantastic hill, Koh-iSinj, and crosses the Raltshan, recrossing it again under the
end of the Sinj ridge at 64 miles (here road to I(u11ak goes off).
From this the road, when the river is low, continues to go
down its bed, but at 24 miles on it is confined between two
low ridges forming a dcep, which is impassable, so that we
had to turn off to the right and cross a lorn ridgc at nine milcs.
This effected, the road goes over an opcri plain for 2$ n~ilcs
back to the Ralrshan. I t then gocs down it for 14 miles crossing
and recrossing the stream when it nsccricls highish ground and
then descends to the bed of the Mashltel, llalf a mile above its
junction with the Rakshan. Here water, fuel, forage, and
grass are abundant.
2.

Tump, 15 miles-28

nziles.

The road goes domri thc bed of tlie ~lashlrelto its junction
with thc Raltshatl, and cotitinlies on i ~ thc
i
same tlirectioli for
one mile, to get rountl a low ri(lgc bctwecn mllicli and the
Koh-i-Saln is the entr,unce to the defile 'l'ar~lrh-i-Gramag. I t
then winds throngll tllis for t l ~ cnext ten miles croasiirg nnd
recrossing the streams nlntly times. When thc river 1s up,
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this defile is impracticable owing to the deepness and swiftness
of the river crossings. A road coultl be made so as to be above
the flood mark, but it wooltl be a n expensive work. On
emerging from the dcfilc tlie road goes over a stony plain down
the left bank of t l ~ eriver for four milcs. Here water, fuel, and
forage are ahunclnnt, and some grass is procclrilble.
(The other road by which the T ; u l l i l - a can be turned
is as follows :-The road goes \veyt up tllc bet1 of t l ~ cn'IasIiltc1
river for four miles, and tlien bctwcen it and low hills on the
north for 44 miles. I t then enters tllc Gazindn ravii~eand
wincls north-nest in its bcd for 54 n~iles. Lraviijg this i t enters
another ravine among\t low hills, ant1 lrcc,l~i~lg
to it for two
miles i t issues on to a higli ~)lntcausloping (down from the
Siaban range. I t then enters thc Tu11111 ravine and goes down
its bed for four iniles, when elnergiug Iron1 it, i t gocs over a
long stony slope to the balilc of the Rlasl~ltelat tllc above point.
The distance by this line is not less than thirty miles, or
forty-three miles from Dashtalc.)

The road crosses the river and goes over a level plain for nine
miles. I t then goes between low clay ridges and down the bed
of the Ooshturi Khor for tliree miles, I t then turns north still
down bed of a large ravine for a milc, and having got round a
low clay ridge which runs parallel with the Mashlrel i t turns
east and goes ovcr a plain about 14 to 2 miles from right bank
of the river to the 17th mile. Now it goes between low clay
ridges, again for two miles, and then ilown to the river at
20th mile. A l ~ a l tmay be made any\vhcre about here. I
halted at the 214 mile a little short of the Buzurg Gaz
ravine.
Here water, fuel, forage, and grass are very abundant.

The road goes through thick tanlarisk jungle for nearly a
mile to Bnzurg Gaz ravine, and crossing this it ascends a low
clay hill, a ~ i d then d e ~ c c ~ again
~ r l ~ to tlie livcr by tlie Zani
ravinc at thc 4tl1 milc. I t t11c11 gocs rlo\rn t l ~ cbed of the
river, wl~iclinow l ~ c c o ~ n stony,
cs
crossi~lgand rc~crossingto the
9th n~ilc,when tlie cr~tl*;lrrcrof the Tonlih-i-Zol-ati drfilc is
reached. The road is of tlie saulc nature as that tllrougll the
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Grawag defile, and the same remarks apply to it. The road
is, if anything, easier. I t is about eight rniles through. At
the exit the road turns sharp to the left up a small ravine (as
the river forms here a long deep pool which is uiifordable), arid
going. over a low ridge descends to the bed of the Kuman Rud.
Crossing this i t goes over stony ground to the halting place a t
the 20th mile.
Here water, fuel, and forage are very abundant. The
Tankh-i-Zorati can be turned by a pass which goes over the
Siahan range from north of the Ooshturi Khor, but the pass is
difficult for camels.

5 . Mianrud, 22; miles-92

miles.

The road crosses the river in the first mile, and then goes
across a level gravelly plain between low ridges of clay leaving
the river off to the north; at 7th mile come to the Shaneh
cliff. (Here a road to Kharan.) Then go up the river bed for
2+ miles. Cross and go over high gravel plain on right bank
to Chelrulu, six miles on, whence the road goes down the stony
bed of the river lor six ~niles.
Here water is abundant; fuel and forage are scarce; no
grasr.

6 . Nullaf, 1G nziks-106+

miles.

The road crosses to the right bank, and then goes over desert
covered with black gravel to the junction of the Bibi Lori six
miles. It then descends and goes up the sandy bed for two
miles, when leaving it goes over heavy sand for six miles,
passing Budu at the 9th mile. I t then descends and crossee
the river bed to Nullaf.
Here water is not certain in pool, but wells mould produce
any amount.
Fuel, forage, and grass are ahunrlant here. The river, which
has had a tendency to go east of north, turns north-wcst from
Budu.
7.

Rekh Farang, 17 miles-123% nziles.

The road is very heavy the whole way, as it cither goes over
the sandy bed of the river or climbs on to the bank, and goes
over very heavy sand-hillocks to avoid rlnicksands with which
the bed abounde.
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Here water is precarious, hut any amount could he produced
by digging wells. Fuel arid forage are abundant.

The road is better over harder sand than the former march.
A t three miles are some c~lriouspillars, aud a road to Jalk goes
off. A t 11 miles the Mashlrel, which has now very little water
i n it, divides into two branches, the road goiug between
them.
The same remarks as to water as i n former stage. Fuel,
forage, and grass abundant. The last part of this march is over
good arable soil.

9 . Godar, 1 1 miles-149+

miles.

The road goes over a good deal of arable land and up the
Mairurn Khor, and is quitc easy all the way. The jungle on
the road is everymhcre very thick. Here there is a fiue deep
pool of water, which however might dry up.
Fuel, foriige, and grass are very abundant. This is an important site, from it roads go t o Cliageh, Jalk, Naru, Talab,
and ICharau. I t would be a suitable place for a depGt, being
the point where the river has t o be left, and possessiug soil
which might be cultivated; stores might be collected and sheep
maintained here.
For the first mile the soil is good; then it begins to be
encrusted with salt efflorescence, aud this gets thicker and
thiclrcr till it bccomes a veritable Itavir." This continues for
the next 14 milcs, tlie ccntre being the worst, but all being salt
soil beyorid hope.
('l'l~reeor four miles to the right is the salt bed called Wadi-Sultan, where salt a foot thick is dug out and carried off by
caravans.)
At about the 11t h mile a sand-ridge is seen on tlie right, and
this runs west-nortli-west till at tlie 141tli mile it crosses the
road. I t is covered wit11 " ta-gaz," and the part of it which
crosscs the road is ci~llcd Gnz-i-Dowrau. There is fuel and
forage in small quantity hcre, but no watcr, but it is probable
ta111rs miglit be forincd. Thence the road goes on over sand
covrrc,tl wit11 1,l:tck gravcl for 44 miles, when it dcsccnds solne
30 feet into a depression called God-i-Morjin. Here fuel and
((
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forage are abundant, but n o water. This depression is connected
with the Halnun of the Mashkel, and as i t receives all the
surplus water of the Nohli range, and a very considerable
amount of drainage from the east Naru l~ills, there would
certainly water be fouud here if wells were dug.

11. Paniham, 11 nziles-1794

miles.

The road goes level over the depression for .the first three
miles, crossiug half-may a considerable ravine called the
hforjin, it then ascends out of it, aud at 4 4 miles (road over
gravel) comes t o a small pond of rain-water called Jai,
where, though the supply is clearly precarious, the site is very
suitable for the construction of tanlts, the watcr being quite
sweet. Beyoud this still over sand covered with gravel. At
about the 61h mile the road descends into the Kullundi Khor,
which i t crosses obliquely, and again gets on to the same sort
of ground. Four milcs further it descends agaiu into the
ravine, and going up i t for three-quarters of a mile reaches
Par~iham. Here are half a dozen date-trees, and water is very
abundant and good from wells in the bed. Fuel is scarce, and
forage not very plentiful. Water also can be got at Iiullundi,
a spot with sorue date-trees also, three miles lower down;
indeed it is probable water could be got anywhere in this
ravine.
12.

~ShandakKhor, 40 miles-2194

miles.

From this to Shanddk there is 110 water, and therefore water
must be carried and a halt made wherever convenient. This
is possible, as there is camel forage to a certain exteut nearly
anywhere, but almost no fuel. The road goes for four miles
up the Paniham ~.avine,passing at three niiles a place called
Panihitm Nowar, where there is plenty of fuel and forage, and
where water could be got hy digging a few fcet. Thence i t
goes over a sandy waste covered with stones of all colours and
sprinklcd with catnel scrub. T l ~ plain
e
is intersected at i ~ ~ t c r v a l s
by shallow ravines which drain south-west ; in thcsc digging
would probably not procluce water, but the bcds form very
suital~lesites for unlIrrgrounrl tanlcs. T t ~ clast I~alf of the
march thc s a t d is a little hcnvier, I ~ n is
t nowhcre ditFic~~lt,
and
tlle road goes tl~rouglia scrics of curious s:md cresccots. I n
the Shnntlnk rnvine w ~ t c rcan h r prac~ircdin any quantity
digging wells. I t is not very good, though quite drinkable.
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Fuel and forage are plentiful here. I n the hills near this are
some nomads who could supply a few shcep, and a good road
goes from tliis to the Helinund,from which it is probable some
grain could be brought and stored here. For tliis reason a
small dep6t for the storage of whatever grain could be got
might be fbrmed here.

over a succession of
The road now turns north-west and goes
"
heavy sand-hills for seven nliles t o the Diwanalr IClior. Here
good water could be procured by digging wells in tlie bed, and
fuel and forage is plentiful round about. From this a number
of low easy hills are crossed, and a t the 11th inile the Kolachi
Nowar is reached. Hcre there is water alter rain, and the
site, being 3, depression, is very suitable for the construction of
tanks. Theilce going over a, plain a t the 13th mile, a low pass
called the God-i-('roraii is reached at 1+miles oil the bed of a
ravine. Here. close to a shrine. is water in thc bed. When I
was there tliis was very stinking fro111 long standii~g. Fresh
wells would produce good water; if not, abundance of' beautiful
water can be got over a sand-ridge oue mile to tlic north-west
by scraping holes a fern inchcs deep in the sand, autl here fuel
and forage are very plentiful.
14. Amir Chah, 4<3nziles-2786

miles.

From hlanzil the road goes between low ridges and over
heavy sand for nine milcs, whence there are two roads. The
northern gocs outside the spurs of the IColi-i-Sultan range
altogctl~er,till uear Anlir Chah. 'l'liere is not a drop of water
on tlie road, ~vliichis over lieavy sand-ridges all tlie may, and
is 43 miles in Icngtl~,but there is abuiidaiicc of i'ucl and forage
anywhere, so tliat if watcr is carricd for tlie men, a halt can be
made where convenient.
Tlie other road is about the same distance, but it goes
throligli tho hills, and has water a t 22 miles, ant1 at othcr places
a little off thc road. 'l'llis road may be rlcscribed as follo~vs:
At thrce miles from tlie point whcrc tlle road splits cntcr a
ravine, in tlie bctl of wliicli water might be prodoccd from
~vells,or at lcnst tnl~lrs night bc forlncd. 1Irt.c t l ~ r r cis fiirl
and forage. I t tllc11 qocs lip t l ~ i sravine for Sour uillcs ; road
vc.laj l i ~ . ~: i l ~~t l f i ~ o l l ,iul(l tll('11 Ici~vi~lg
it c r o s s i ~nuvel.al
~ ~ sp~11.s
from t l ~ eKoli-1-Sultan aud several ravines, till at five miles it
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ascends a steep pass over the main range, and clescends in half
mile at a place cnllcd Chakul, wliere there is a small spring of
excellent water. From the place wllere tlle road leaves the
ravi~lc,fucl alld forage bcco~nescarce, till they almost cease
at Chnkul.
Tlie~icethe road goes down the Clinltul ravine for 24 miles,
and going over an intervening terrace gets into a ravine
coriling from Koh-i-Icnnsuri, and gets up it to its head for 14
miles, wheu it again ascends a steep piiss, also over the main
range. At two places, Washaf, about four miles down the
ravine, and Gamichah in a dell a little to the left, there is
water, but no fuel or forage. Having crossed this pass, a small
bit of level is reached, where people coming for assal'cetida
usually encamp. This place is suitable for the formation of
tanks, and there is plenty of fuel and forage on the sand-hills
near. From this the road goes over heavy sand-ridges for
eight miles, then i t is easier, and in 11 lniles i t enters the hills,
ancl crossing a low pass descerids over sand to Amir C h a l ~in
seven miles or 18 miles from the Nowar. A t Arnir there is a
well a b o ~ ~30t feet deep, at mliich my guide declared he had
seen 2,000 anirnals watcred. A t all events the supply secrns
plcntit'ul, ant1 if the well was in regular w e , the water would
not be bad. As this is the last place wl~crcwater is procurable, i t would be advisable to have here very complete
arra~igernentsfor the improvement of the supply. Here therefore several wells should be dug, and lower down the ravir~e
tanks should be constructed t o catch water from the ravine
when in flood. The forage here is very good, and fuel is also
abundant.
1 5 . Ziweh, 85 miles-3638 miles.
From Anlir Chah there are two ways (I cannot say roads)
of getting to Zirreh. I went by one and came baclr by the
other. The fir5t is easily described. After crossilig a heavy
sand-ridge on leaving, it goes for 7 0 miles as straight as a die
over :ibeautif111 hard level s ~ ~ r f a c oe m ~ o s e dof saricl and black
gravel. A t the end to the right is thc >cprcssion called God-iZirreh. Thence it turns more north autl goes for 141 lnilcs
over a country with goocl arable land much cncroached or) by
saorl, anrl in the tl~icl<etaof withered bushes bearina traces of
havillg bee11 thickly woodcd. For the last rnilc i t gocx np the
bed of the Shela, or drainage between Seistan and Zirreh.
Here, at Godar-i-Shah, there is l~rackishwater in the bed a
C L
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couplc of feet deep. Formerly when thc Helmund came down
water could have been procured in the Zirreh depression under
70 ~liilesfrom Amir ; but if this river is not pe~mittetl,as has
bcen tlic case for the last 10 years, to flow to Zirreh, even the
water now fouild rnay dry up altogether, as it has done lower
down, aiid then by this liiie tliere mould be n o water for a
distance of nearly 140 miles. At present at the Godur-i-Shah
there is a plentiful supply of brackish yet quite drinkable
water, aiid fuel and forage are abundant, yet even this last
rnust in time cease if the water which aids its renovation is
cut off' altogetlier. Zirreli under adequate coiiditions of watersupply woulcl form a suitable site for a depbt. Supplies could
be concentrated here from the Helmund, and the soil around
is sufficiently good to give reason for hope that some cultivation
would be successful.
The other road from Zirreli to Amir Chah is the one by
which I returned, and it is as follows :Thc road for the first five miles goes over the plain south of
the Shela, whicli is composed of good arable land, much mixed
with patches of saiitl. I t then gocs for five iuiles over the lieavy
sand-ridgc caller1 Siall l t c k l ~ ,~vhichruns along the left of the
route by which I came. I t then goes down a ravine between
high sand-hills for two nliles, w1iei1 it gcts out into a large plain.
(Prom t l ~ i sa road goes off to Kuclia, watering place.) Tlience
tlie traclr lics over this ulaili.' wliich is covered with stones which
nlalie it vcry tlillicult going for C~LIIICIS,and very trying for
tlieir f'ect. Over tliis it gocs for thirty-two 111iles. There is no
watcr aiiywlicrc, so that this nlrist bc carried. 14Tellsdug in
the Siah licltli Nowar woultl probably produce water; if not, it
is a very suitable spot for tanks, as it receives all the drainage
of tlie l~illsfor a l o ~ i gmay, niitl tlierc is plenty of' fucl aiid forage
ncar. 'l11icre is scarcely any forage nftcr the sand-ridgc is lcf't,
and 110 fuel or grass. 'l'l~croad thcii cutcrs the liills and uEoes
U P thc Anialaf' ravine bctwceu low llills for six n~ilcs. At
Aiiialal' good 11 atcr is l~roc~irctl
Iron) \\ clls dug in t l ~ cI)cd, and
I S oilly two or tlircr 1cc.t bclo~vthe surtacc.
'L'lie supply could
bc i~lcreawclto ally extelit. lporngc is llot ple~itlfulhere, but
fucl is 1)rocuritblc.
2. An~irChah, 5 7 ntiles.
I

U

Leaving A~uiilafttie road ascends amoug low hills, a i d crosses
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a watershed nt 44 miles. I t then descends another ravine
draining eventually north for two ~nilcr, when i t leaves the
ravine a i ~ dcrosses a bare plain for 14 miles. I t then goes over
two or three small ridges, and passing Koh-i-Trashta Kurik, an
isolated hill a t 4% m ~ l e s ,i t gets on t o sand mhich beconles
heavier and Ileavier, till 10 miles on, close to the Koh-i-Dnlil, it
forms a very heavy ridge. There is not a drop of water anywhere on this route, and there is no fuel or foragc till this sand
is reached, therefore a halt should be nlade at the first convenient
spot where there is forage. Tanks could be constructed in the
bed of the ravines at about the Gth, 13thJ and 17th milcs, but
i t should be remembered there is no fuel or forage at these
points. After passing the Koh-i-Dalil the groul~dimproves,
the sand being covered with black gravel. The road crobscs two
low ridges, and a t the 8 t h mile comes to a sand-ridge, surmounting this in about one mile there is the same gravel plain
intersected by low ridgcs for six miles on, and then lteeping on
the right of a low range nearly covered with sand, the track
goes over very heavy sand-ridges for 34 miles to Amir Chah.

ROUTE
VIII.
From this I have already described the roacls back to Naru,
and I will therefore turn t o other roads which also lead to
Zirreh. The first of these is the left road mentioned in my
remarks above. Starting from the halting place I have named,
Shamba Gum, one road is as follows :-

1. Jolushan.
The road keeps the left bank of the river, and grad~lally
leaving i t enters the bed of a ravine up which it goes with steep
cliffs on either side to a stcep and difficult pass over a low dip
in the Siahan rangc. The pass is described as barcly practicable
for camcsls. T l ~ chalting place is in t l ~ cravine on the 11ort11
side. There is abu~ldanccof water hcre, hut no fnel or forage.
2.

Norchal~,29 miles.
The marl is over a level plain coverer! with black gravel after
emerging from the hill. Here there is so~netimeuwater in
pools, but the supply is very precarious. Fuel and forage are
procurable.

3. Askan, 20 miles.
The road is over a plain covered with black gravel with patches
of sand, last part over better soil. Here there are some datetrees, and formerly there mas cultivation. Water is good and
abundant from wells, and also fuel and forage.
b

4 . Lutlyust, 15 miles.
All over level country with date-trees and remains of cultivation. Mere good water is abundant from wells, and fuel and
forage is abundant.
Muksota.
This is a long march over a level plain. Water from wells
good; fuel and forage procurable.
Gaz.

A short march over level plain. Well water good ; fuel and
forage procurable.
Gorani.
A short stage still over plain. Good water from wells,
A long march.
procurable,

Kumirah.
No water here, but fuel and forage are

Nodu.
A long strrge. w a t e r good from wells; fuel and forage
procurable.

Talab.
A shorter stage. Water from the bed of a ravine, brackish ;
fuel and forage procurable.
Trashaf.
A short stage. Water good ; fuel and forage procurable.
Jujfrck.
This stage is two long marches wit11 no water. This place is
in the I~ills. Water bracltish from ravine; fuel and forage not
very abundant.
AmalaJ
A short stage.
Thence to Zirreh vide No. VII.
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A road goes from Mairum, Route No. VII., to Muksota on
the above route. The distance is one long march without any
water brtween. This route can also be reached from Godar to
Golugall, and thence to Gorani or Gaz. All these are over a
sandy plain with no water.

ROUTEIX.
From Meslti, Stage 10, Route No. V I I . , there is a more
direct road to Amir Chah and Amalaf as follows :-

1. Isalahir, 1 2 miles.
The road goes north-west over the bed of the God-i-Morjin
for six miles, then over high stony and gravel plain. Here
.there is excellent water i n the ravine from wells. There are a
few stunted date-palms here as at Panihnm, and fuel and forage
are abundant.
2. Nehri, 42 miles-54 miles.
This is a long stage without any water over rt level sandy
plain covercd with stones and gravel. To the left is the
Hamno of Talab or Kindi. The water here is very bad, only
just drinkable, and fuel and forage are not abundant.

3. MushkGa, 1 2 miles-66

miles.
The road same as above ; here pool of salt water ; fuel and
forage procurahle.
4. Amir Chah, 13 miles-79 miles.
For the first four rnilcs the road is over a plain, it then enters
hills, and has to cross two passes, one of which is difficult for
camcls.
The road to Amalaf by this line goes west to Razai in
22 miles over n sandy plain. Here there is good water from
wells in a ravine, but little fuel or forage. I t then goes for
about 11 ~nilcstowartls a low pass in the range in front, crossing
which it goes over sand, kceping to the left of the Koh-i-Dalil,
ant1 joills into tllc Alnalaf ~ * o ~from
~ t e Arnir C l ~ a hat about the
16tl1 mile.
Hy this line 3Inshltija to Amalaf is 5 4 rnilcs without any
water.
-

--

--

- .- .

-
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There is a route which goes from Amalaf (Stage 16, Route

VII.) to Seistan thus :1. Kirtakur, 15 miles.
The road comes out of the hills i n four miles, and then goes
along the stony glacis a t foot of the hills. There is good water
here from the ravine ; fuel and forage are scarce.

2. Kuchawur, 1 2 miles-27 miles.
The road is pretty level along the foot of the Kucha Koh.
Water is good from the bed of the ravine from wells. There is
but little fuel or forage.
3. Madano, 40 nziles-67 miles.
A very long stage, which goes along the foot of the hills the
whole way. Good water is procured from wells in the bed of a
ravine which dri~insto the Shela. Fuel and fornge scarce.
41. Hurmak, 12 miles-79 miles.
Still along the foot of the hills; road stony; water from a
spring excelle~it; fuel aud forage scarce.
5. Sciif-ud-din Nowar, 35 miles-1 14 miles. "
The road leaves the hills and approaches the Shela plain,
wh~chhas lnucll good soil mixed wit11 sand. There is some
salt water at about t\rcnty rniles. Here the water is brackish
fro111 \\fells. Fuel aud fbragc arc abul~daut.

6. IL'undur, 20 miles-134 miles.
The road goes along the Sllela, sandy in places.
Thence the road is the same as that followed by Goldsmid's
mission to Seistan.

ROUTEXI.
From Talal) tl~ereis anotller route which goes inside the hills
as follows :1. Su71,g-Ach, 20 miles.
This is a long marc11 a l o ~ ~the
g Mirjnwur ravine, the last part
ill t l ~ chills. 'L'liere is no water l ~ e r eexcept after rain, but wells
would produce some. Fuel aud forage are plentiful.

19
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2. Mirjawur, 20 mrles.
T h e road goes up the ravine betweell hills. Here there is a
hund and some cultivation ; and good water is pleutiful fro111
the ravine. Forage and file1 are abundant.
3. Bed, 20 miles.
T h e road still goes up the ravine t o 13ed, \rhich is at its heilrl.
There are hills on either side. Good water is al)undant iron1
wells in the ravine bed; and fucl and forage are plentiful.

4. Dozaf, 20 miles.
This march leaves t h e ravine, and ascending crosses a pass
and then descends t o ailother ravine, the drainage of wl~icli
goes towards the Lar-ICoh. Water is abundant from the ravine,
and also fuel and forage.

5. Tunkh-i-Hur~nak, 12 miles.
The road goes over a plain, then over low hills.
supply comes from the river bed.

Thc water-

6. Say-ud-din Nozoar.
Vide routc above.
I liave mentioned R route which goes to t l ~ cright from lily
route to Naru, but thcre arc ill fact tlircr scvc~-nlroads whicll
go off from it a r ~ dmaltc t l ~ eIlelmund a t Pullalnk, viz. :-

From Paxiiham or from Mcslri roads go to the Gat-i-Barotc
over t h e same sort of sandy plain as mentioned betmecr~
Paniham and Shundalr. The distance is not under forty miles,
and there is no water, though some forage is procurable. At
the Gat there is water from a spriug, but fuel and forage arc
scarce.
Arr~uriKhor, 13 miles.
Thc road goes nortli f ' r o ~tlic
~ ~(f at-i-l:;tl*otc ovcr a lcvcl s t o ~ ~ ~ r
plai~lto ?Tadi, ant1 t11r11ccfollow3 t l ~ cr90utc I came back I)y to
the Anlllri r a v i ~ ~ c .llcrc watcr C ; I ~ IIC ~ ) I ' O C U I ' C ~by diggil~g
wells, ant1 f~iclanrl forngc arc. very a l ) u n t l ; ~ ~ ~ t .
Secontlly, from al~onttwclre milcs hcyolitl Yailiham a tr:~cslc
goes off north-east and makes for t l ~ vh n ~ u r iK l ~ o r ,goi~bgover
the same sort of sandy plain coveretl with stoilcs as wrts trr~vc'rsc(1
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by me between Paniham and Shnndalc. The distance is about
twenty-eight miles, or forty from Paiiilia~n(all without water)
to Chali Araban ; here water, fuel, and forage. Water would
therefore have to be carried. The route strikes into the Amuri
just a t its junction with thc Dahna Ichor, and thence follows
my route up the bcd of the Amuri for about five miles to the
point where that ravine comes down from the north.

A m u ~ iDup, 8 miles.
The road goes up the bed of the Amuri as above. This is a
very short march, but there is water, fuel, and forage in
abundance.
Gun,d-i-Gowr.
A short march, all up the stony bed of the Amuri. Here
water, fuel, and forage.
Wad Kuddu.
Not a long march. The road goes up the Amuri to near its
Ileacl, thcn crosses a low pass, Wad Kuddu, over tlie main
range. The halting place is at the north foot of the pass.
Hcre therc is matcr in a ravine which drains towards Mullik
Ru!~bat, and fuel and forage are abundant.
The stage is a short one, the road leaving the Kuddu ravine
to the right and going over sand. I-Iere good water is obtaiued
from a wcll, a ~ i dfuel alld foragc are plentiful.
Also a short stage, but over heavy sand-ridges.
water hcre, but fuel and forage is plentiful.

There is no

A short stngc over heavv sand-ridses.
From this thc I I e l m ~ ~ n tisl fifty m ~ l c sover heavy sand, with
no nlatcr on tlic way. I t rcachcs the Hchnund at Pullalak.

ROUTEXIII.
Tile third routc is called tlie Diwanalc road, and it goes thus
from Shundak.

19

*
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La1 Khan Chah, 11 miles.
The road goes east for a mile and then over low easy hills to
La1 Khan Chah, which is i n the bed of the Diwanalc ravine.
Here water is procurable from wells in the bed of the ravine,
and fuel and forage are abundant t o the north.

Patko, 21 miles-32

miles.
The road goes for two miles over a stony plain up the left
banlc of the Diwanak ravine t o where two branches meet.
Going up the north one, it continues up its stony bed, iucending
almost imperceptibly between bare black l~illsto its head at
eighteen miles. It then turns to the left, and crossing the
watershecl descends by a stony path and then goes over a s t o t ~ y
plain t o Patkoi. Water from wells in ravine ; fuel ant1 forage
a b u ~ ~ d a;n no
t grass.
.Jtlllejul, 12 l~iiles-44 miles.
The road goes near the right banlc of the Patkoi ravine over
sandy country, a l ~ dis level, but heavy in places. Water procurable from wells in ravine; fuel and forage abundant; no
grass.
From Jullejul to Pi~llalak on the I-Iclmund is 60 milcs ; all
over sand, with no water.
There is a road mhicli gocs from Dizzalc by Wash and Ladiz
(Sarhadtl), and so out by Al;~danoto S:tif-ud-tliu, arid thcnce to
t~
his
Seistan. This must bc thc road Ca1)taiu S t . J o l ~ mentions
having unsucessfully attem1)tcd to iutlucc his ca~ncl-driverto
take him. I havc no more intornlation rcgartlit~git, as I came
across n o Sarharldis. This route is el~til.clytl~rough Persian
territory, and, though there may bc marc water, the road is
probably more clificult, and camel-forage and fuel are likcly to
be more scarce.
ly
to give
To make this section complete, it iiow o ~ ~ remains
the route which leads from t l ~ cvarious points 011 the Helrnund
given in the above routes to Herat.
These points are Landi, Yullalak, Itudbar, ancl Bandar
Kamal Khari, and thcrefore it will be llecessary to give t l ~ c
route XIV. from Landi, t l ~ cpoint I~igliestup O I I that river.
Kala Subz, 22 miles.
The road is nearly due west. I n thrce miles it clears i11c
cultivation, and then enters on an ui~dulatingtract whicl~slol)c!s
up to the sandy ridges extending between Kl~anishinalld the

river, and which is covered with coarse gravel and sprinkled
wi1.h patches of camel-forage. A t 11 miles it crosses a deep
wide hollow which runs down to the river from the right and
then passing over a ridge of sand-hills crosses another very deep
autl rlarrow ravine with sandy bottom, thence the road goes
along near the bank of the river. Water plentiful from river.
Fuel and forage very abundant.
Melgudur, 23 miles-45 miles.
The road is generally south-south-west, now and again
striking the river at its successive turns t o the south. For the
first six or seven miles the ground is apt to be heavy after rain,
wherlce it is good. Half way pass Mulalthan and two miles
on Ueshu. Water plentiful from river, and fuel and forage
very abundant.
Lundi Barechi, 3 6 miLs-81 miles.
The route is at first south-south-west and leads through wild
uninhabited jungle for the whole distance. The road is a wellbeatcn track and passes a succession of deep bays of spongy
salinc alumin, and for the most part follows the course of the
river ; pass Abdulabad, Khojallali, D a s l ~ I-Iadara,
t
and Pullalak
on the road. There is some cultivation here. Water abundant
from river. Fuel and forage abundant.
Rudbar, 17 miles-98 miles.
After clearing the Lundi cultivation the path goes under
some projecting descrt cliffs. Beyond this it crosses the Rudbar
canal and enters a wide gulf of level land and skirts the desert
cliff's on the left. Thcn vcering towards the river on the right,
it crosses a bare pebbly tract to Rudbar. Here water, fuel,
and forage abundant, and there is a considerable amount of
cultivation.
Ilala J a n Beg, 28 ~niles-126 miles.
The road runs nearly due west along the course of the river
through a succession of ruins and sanals. Here water, fuel,
and forage are abundant.
Charburjak, 1 4 miles-140 miles.
The road runs wcst by north over a bare gravelly desert,
dottcd with ruins, for llnlf the distance. Begond this the
surface is undulati~lg and covcrcd with brown pebbles. Here
water, foragc, and fucl arc abundant.
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Bandar Kamal H t a n , 16 miles-156 miles.
The road is nearly due west, and for the first few miles
crosses a sandy tract covered with mimosa and tamarisk. It
then goes over a strip of bare pebbly ground along the course
of the ancient Trakhun canal, now dry. The r n i ~ of
~ s a small
village are then passed and the road comcs t o the modern
Trakhun canal, which is crossed by a rustic bridge, alicl then
turning t o the left through tamarisk jungle rises on the desert,
over which i t goes for a time and then dcscends on the Seistan
plain, and a wile on reaches Bandar Kamal. Here water, fuel,
and forage are abundant ; some supplies procurable.
Dak-i-Dela, 14 miles-170 miles.
After clearing the cultivation round the fort the road runs
north along the river by a beaten track on the verge of a wide,
level, bare pebbly plain.
Here water, fuel, and forage are
abundant ; also ('kirta )'grass.
Kubbur-i-Haji, 12 miles-182 miles.
The road runs nearly due north across the same sort of plain
as in last march. Here fuel, forage, and water, and ltirta "
are abundant.
Lash, 20 miles.
From Kubbur-i-Haji to Lash there is probably a route which
leads direct. I have no details of the same, but it is possibly
not more than 120 miles (Captain Lovett went from Chakl~ansur
t o Lash, which is 60 miles over a very descrt country). Most
likely there is water to be founrl for the digging.
((

Furrah, 50 miles.
This is all over a plain and follows the left bank of the
Furrah road, the ground rising gradually the whole way. I-Icre
fuel, forage, water and grass are abundant, and some supplies
procurable. From Furrah to Sabznwar the following is taken
from a route by Ferrier, which, however, is very meagre.
Road over a plain, cross the Furrah road soon after leaving,
lastly through fields. Here water.

Jeja, 24, miles.
The road goes for seven milcs over a plain, it thcn crosses
three canals from the Khush road, and becomes tortuous,
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rocliy, and bad i n a valley enclosed by high mountains.
water, fuel, forage, and grass are abuudant.
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Sabzawar, 31 miles.
Crossing the river of Jeja, the road goes for an hour through
mountains, and then for the rest of tlie way across a plain,
following the course of the river the whole way. Here water,
fuel, forage, and supplies are procurable.
From Sabzawar to Herat, the distance is about 85 miles.

ROUTEXV.
West of the Daeht River thcre is a route which starts from
Gwatar and goes up the Daslitiari River by Baliu Kullat,
Sarbnz, and Riugguz, and tlien by a route through Paskoh and
Sarhndd out by tlie route I have given in No. X. The first
part of t l ~ i sroad is well linow~lto our officers as far as Muggua,
from this IIaji Abdun Nubbi traversed it in 1839, and gave a
meagre account of it. From Sarbaz a road goes to Bunpur.

ROUTEXVI.
Next from Cllal~arthere is tlie route to Bunpur followed by
tlic :irlvcntnrous Captain Grant in 1809, and in 1864 by Sir
l ~ ~ * c d ( ~Goldsmid.
ric
Fro111 Bunpur tlicre map be routes
tlil.ougl~ Sarliadtl to Scistan, but we have no lrnomledge whatcvcr of thcm. The only routes me k n o ~ vtowards Seistan are
tl~oscof Captain l'ottingcr in 1810, and of Captain St. John
c c road is the same as that
in 1873, to Nnnnasliir, ~ ~ ~ h c ntllc
follomcd 1)y Sir Frcrlcric Ooldslnid on his mission t o Seistan.
I t is cvidel~t,howcvcr, that these routes, thor~gh perhaps they
may bc practicnblc, liave no advantage over those I have
dcscribcrl bcl'orc. From Jashli there is a circuitous route by
thc Fallocl~pass to B ~ u i p n r . West of Jashk thcre are no
ro~it~cv
to tlic north, all the country in that direction being
cntircly miknomn, till me comc to Minab.
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ROUTEXVII.
Here the coast line is a very considerable distance to the
north of the latitude of the Mekran Coast, and this, together
with the fact that the country betwren this and Seistan is
better populated and more productive than Persian Balochistan,
should, in my opinion, give the preference to the route which
goes by Minab to Bam and thence that to Seistan which was
followed by Sir Frederic Goldsmid.
I will now turu to a consideration of the routes which lead
from our frontier to Zirreh.

ROUTEXVIII.
The routes t o be considered naturally divide themselves into
two groups, lst, those that must enter the mountains by the
Bolan; 2nd, those that must enter by the Mulla. OF the
former, the first route to which I would call attention is one
which would take its start from Harand in the Ghazi District,
and go through the Bugti hills to the Bolan. This route is the
one by which the Punjab troops marched to Quettah, atid is
as follows :1. Toba, 18 miles.
The road crosses the plain to the west, and enters the bed of
the Chachur ravine, up which it goes all the way. The bed is
sandy and free from stones, except for the last two miles.
Grass procurable, fuel abundant, water fair and plentiful.

2. Bashka Bent, 18 miles.
A somewhat dificult march, the road winds through somewhat high hills, those on the left bank being the loftiest. The
hed is strewn with rocks and boultlers. I t is said to I)e impracticable in its present state, but it could easily be improved.
Water procurable from stream. Grass and forage obtainable.

3. Kalci~as,20 miles.
The road still keeps: to the bed of the Chachur, which as it
nears the Shum plain opens out and becomes far less sto~iyand
winding. After about seven miles the country on either side
is an open and grassy plain. Wat,er, forage, aud grass
procurable.
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4. Dera Bugti, 30 miles.
The road is bad over hills.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Sut~gsila,1 2 nziles.
Chigerdi, 14 ,tliles.
Sari, 1 5 nziles.
Lehri, 19 nziles.

ROUTEXIX.
Leaving the regular Bolan route at a point called Darmaza
at the entrance of the Dasht-i-Badaulat, which is 60 miles
from Dadur, there is a direct route thence to Mustung by
which Captain Lockmood came down.
Mustung, 21 nziles-310

nziles f r o ~ nMitlunkot.

From Darmaza thc route to Sliallrot goes north-wcst, that to
Must,ung south-west. I t first crosses the s o u t l ~portion of the
Dasht-i-Badaulat, and thcn asccnds by a steep zigzag a low
pass, from this i t desccnds to the bed of' a ravine wl~ichit liecps,
and then entering a gorge ljetmeerl stoily hills 200 to 300 feet
high, vhich at first is not more than a quarter of a mile broad,
but ~ r h i c hgradually widens to one mile, the road being rather
stony. Keeping this for tl~l-eemiles it then gcts on to a plain
cut up by ravines, and gocs over a light sandy soil right into
Mustung.
Baraly, 1 3 nziles-323 nziles.
Tlle road is tl~roughoutquitc good over a plain sloping east
by no~*th,at firbt cultivated. At three nliles pass solne ruined
llouses ; at 11 miles crosses the Sllirin Ab ravine ; and at 1Bf
pass close under the end of a ridge. No water procurable, and
fuel and forage scarce.
The road is good generally except where it enters the hills,
where it would require making to render it practicable. At
first it goes ovcr a plain s1ol)ing eently to north-east to
a rnviue, ~vllich it nsccrlds for 15 minutes to a pass (from
here a ro:~d goes to Sllallrot), I'rom wllich it dcscendv to
the Uarung ravine to the fifth mile. (liere small spring of
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water.)
I t then goes for 54 miles over undulating stony
ground a good deal cut up by ravines (to the east of slow ridge
aud with the main range on the left) to some hills. I t then
goes up the Kurdagaf valley, over a gravel plain covered with
the camel scrnh, to the halting place at 4) miles, the road to
K u n d w ~ ~gves
l ~ ulf to the right. There is water here froru
Knrez; no i'ucl or foriige, but the " clrauna" bush.
Gullangur, 18 miles-358

miles.

The road goes for five miles across the Kurdagaf valley over
light soil tllrougll cultivation. I t then ascends a low hill to a
stream (20 yards broad, one foot deep, brackish water) which
it crosses. Prom this for 43 miles it goea across the G u r ~ i n a
valley (which drains to the Kaisar), which is composed of light
soil, and is extensively cultiviitecl, bei~igirrigated by rain-water
collected by clams. Arrived at the other side of the valley it
crosses a low pass to a ravine which it descends for four niiles
to a larger ravine (the Gullangur drains to the Kaisar) and continucs down it to the halting place. This ravine is somewhat
stony, tlie bed 800 yards broad arid shut in by low bare stony
hills 50 to 100 feet high. JVater good frorn pools in bed of
ravine, very little forage, ancl no fuel.
Nushki, 184 miles-3764

miles.

For the first mile the road goes down the Gullangur ravine.
There is then an ascent of 50 fect to the Ziarat Yir L u ~ ~ g a ,
wlrerlce it wirirls among low hills, 100 to 200 feet high f'or tlirce
niiles to a " clreda " callccl Tullilii. I t the11 crosscs a plain
callcd tlie Alurrji Dnmag, and cnters a ravil~c300 yarrls broad
called Kislring-i-IIasing, boundecl hy low hills 50 to 100 I'cet
high, and kecps it for one niilc. Emergirig from tliis it crosses
a plain (two by fuur miles) called Knm-i-Morirl to somc low
hills, through wliirli it thcli gocs for 4 4 miles to Ziarat-i-Mir
H a ~ b u t . From this it clescends gratlually among low bare
stuny l~illsfor tlirce-quartcrs of a mile to the Kaisar river,
which herc converges f'rom tlie hills to the right. Crossi~~g
this ~t goes f'or three miles over a stony plain to Nushki.
The road is practical~le except ttrrough the hills between
Kum-i-hlorid nud Zirrat I1:~ilmtwlricli would reqiiirc a good
deal of making, though the graclient is easy. At Nushki,
water, fuel, and forage are abuuclant, and a few supplies might
be collected.
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Halting place east of Jabba, 22 miles-3984

~niles.

Leaving the site of old Nusliki and the shrine of Iihoja
Muhammad close on the right, thc road follows the left bank
of the Kaisar river (quarter of a iilile broad, shallow, pebbly
bottom), and passcs betwcen two forts about a quarter of' a nrile
distant. I t then goes for four llliles alternately over saudridges and cultivation, aiid for allotller three miles over broad
high sand-ridges. I t then ascentls gradually for one mile
wticre a road to Buggull gocs off to tlle left, whcii i t goes over
hard sand and between sand-ridges (one rnile apart) for 44
miles, and then for three miles over sand-mounds 20 to 50 feet
higli, to a swainp (600 yards broad) ; skirting tlie south bank
of this for 1+ miles i t goes for 1% u~ilcsover firm sand to the
halting place. Water procurable in pools after rain, and iu
dry weather by d i g g i ~ ~ g . Fuel and forage abundant; no
grass.

Halting place west of Mahabbat, 21 nziles-419% miles.
The road is nearly straight the whole way between two
parallel ridges, at tliree miles it comcs to a swamp (quarter
of a mile broad), and at five miles arrives at a stream of water
running t o the south-west and a tamarisk jungle. I t then
goes for five miles over a flat, liable to be inundated, to Lala, a
pool of water 50 yards in tlinn~eter,and then over firm sand or
haril soil; at 184 miles pass Jnr~rlour,water two niiles to the
right beyond santl-ridge, a i d at 20 miles, well of Mahabbat one
nlile t o the right. Water-supply good, fuel and Soisage
abundant; no grass.

The roacl gocs- tlirough a saud vallcy for two miles, it thcrl
goes for four n~ilesroui~d the ctlgc of' n swali~pcovcrcd with
coarse green grass, and crosscs n ncek of land for ouc mile to a
well called T l ~ u l l (20 fcct deep, putrid watcr). From this it
crosses a sand-ridgc ant1 tlicli gocs for b u r miles along a branch
of tlie Lora IIaiiiun. After n~liicll i t crosses another sandridgc and then skirts tlie south sidc ofthc I-Iamnn, with a saudridgc 20 fcct on tlic left, aiid grouud mucli cut up by pools of
watcr on tlic right. Cfootl ~ r a t c rfrom a pool 250 yards in
diamctcr, and fuel and foragc arc abundant.

Koh-i-Gow, 25 miles-4664

miles.

The road is good t h e whole way, and for 19 miles goes over
gravel and hard sand, the last six miles over bare light-brown
soil sligl~tlycovcrctl wit11 saltpetre. The hill called Pulchotta
or Mikh-i-Rusturn is passed 011 the road. O n the left for the
whole may, two or three nliles distant, is a sand-ridge 50 to
100 feet high, which separates the H a m u n from the Dalhundin
plain, and during the first part of the march five or six miles
off on the right, is a line of jungle running parallel with the
road, which marlrs the course of the Lora river. There is no
water hcre, but i t can be got almost anywhere about by
digging, but fuel and forage are very abundant.

Chageh, 174 miles-484

miles.

The road is good thronghout, being all over a level plain
covered with camcl-scrub and grass. Cross the Zuralla and
Sllnh-i-Sular ravincs, both clrg. Here water, fuel, and forage
are very abundiint, nucl somc sheep arc procurable. N.B.-There
is a direct road t~crossthe I-Iamun from Chageh to Nushlti when
i t is dry.
Turnpa Gaz, 29 nziles-513 miles.
The road is all ovcr ground covered with black stones and is
practicable, but a little m:rking at the ravines would be
atlvisable.
I t goes first to a hill, at the foot of which is a small pool of
water called Ah-i-Farang. I t then crosses a stony plain to a
ravine called Dokanan (150 yards broad with steep hills on
either bank), which it follows for 1+ miles to a fine spring of
good water with some cultivation. I t ncxt crosscs a gravelly
plain for three milcs to a low range of hills, which it goes
through to a shrine (Ziarat-1-pir-i-Ilarre). From this it goes
through a low broken range of hills for two miles to a camp
(called Pashab-i-Parzonigi), then for two more over a plain to a
rocky ravine, which it follows for one mile to a spring of water
(called Kulluh-i-Kurd), whence it goes over a stony plait1 for
four miles to Turnpa Gaz with low hills 1 4 miles t o the left,
aud a higher ridge the same d i s t a ~ ~ ctoe t l ~ criglit.
Tliis llnltirlg place is in t t ~ cbcd of the UIIIUravine, in which
water is only procurahlc after rain or by digging, aud there is
no grass. Fuel and forage, however, are very abundant.
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Barab Chah, 23 miles-539 miles.
The road goes straight across a plain over black stones and
gravel. Water bracltish from well in bed of ravine. Fuel and
forage abundant. N o grass.
Kiachah, 16 miles-555 nziles.
The road goes over a stony plain, and then turns and gently
descends a stony valley for five miles to a shallow ravine, where
'at 18 miles more it passes close under a hill to the right, which
is the end of a spur frorn the S;tmoli hill; 24 miles on i t
crosses the Samoli ravirie (100 yards broad, banks steep, 15 feet
high), and 1$ further another similar ravine.
The water here is procured from wells, two feet decp, dug in
the bed of the raviue, and i t is sliglltly salt. Fucl aiid forage
not very plentiful ; no grass.
Rabat, 19 miles-574 nziles.
The road at first goes straight over a level stony plain for
two milcs to a blaclr roclcy hill called Mushkari, which it passes
close on the left, arid 2; miles on crosses a sh;lllow ra\ine
called Siahdil. One mile from this a road to Dalbundur by
Chehlguzeh goes off to the left, and one mile further it descends
to t l ~ eroar1 to Rabat and Sulcalulc. I t then gocs across a plairi
(here a small pool, bad
for 38 miles to thc J o g ~ ~ u lravine
r
water). 'l'lie road then gocs over a stony ridge to anotlier
ravine to tllc lcft, t l ~ e nover a plain of firm sand crossing the
Rabat ravine (300 yards broatl, shallow, stony becl). Water
procurable frorn bcd of ravine by diggillg. N o forage or grass
near this camp ; water from Rabat ravine.
Putkoi, 17 nziles-591 miles.
The road is good all the way generally over firm ground, but
crossing Inany saud-ridges. Water froill bed of ravine. Fuel
and fora.ge procurable.

The road first gocs over a heavy sand-ridge, then ascends
,
which it descends t l ~ eDiwanak
and crosses an easy p ; ~fronl
ravitlc, the mliole may the bcd of this is stol~y,uutl it is
shut in by bare black l~ills 100 fect liigh. 'I'he pat11 is
practicable, but the pass would be better for a little
improvement.
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Water from wells in the bed of the river ; fuel and forage
procurable, and a little grnqs.
Dal,band, 17 miles-6294 nailes.
The road ascends the bed of a brarich of the Diwanak
ravine, and the11 crossiilg a low pass goes for the rest of the
ma! over rcry l~eavysnud. I-Iere good water is procurable by
digging three to four feet in the hollows ; and fuel and forage
are very abundant, but there is no grass.
From D a r b i ~ i dthe road goes over sand south-west for five
miles, and then joins the road from Shuadak to the west,
which is described in Route No. VII.
The distance by this route to Bandar Kamal Khan is 8184
miles.

ROUTEXX.
The next route would be froin Kusmur along the line of the
Sind Horse outposts to the n~outhof the Bolan.
1 1
I h e stages on this route are- 12 miles.
1. Drckan 2. Toj
10 ,,
3. Docla Khan-lte-got
- 14 ,,
4. Goranari
12 ,,
5 . Ooch
- 20 ,,
6. Shahpur
12 ,,
7. Chuttar
12 ,,
8. Pulagi 12 9 ,
16 ,,
9. Hahri
10. Mull
26 ,,
11. Mittri
10 ,,
12. Dadur
14 ),

-

-

-

-

-

Total

-

-

-

170 miles.

-

A l l these marches arc over a hard dry plain which is ahovc
the Indris flood Icvrl. Watcr is scarce, but i.amc1-foragc is
cs a
procurn1)le; vc7ry littlc fuel or grass anywhcrc. S ~ ~ p p l i to
certain extent could be got at the stages in Kaclii.
From Dndur the road falls into tllc Bolan r o ~ ~described
te
in
the formcr ~ ~ o u t e .From Kusmur to Banclar Kamal Khan
therefore ia 7364 miles.
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Snklrur is the point of junction of the railway system from
the Pun.jab and from Icarachi, and is the most importalit
flourisl~ingtown on the Lower Indus.
U ~ ~ f o r t u n a t e lthe
y country to the south of Jacobabad and
Shiltarpur and between those places is very liable to be
flooded, hut this is less to be regretted, I~ecauseall tlie southern
roads would not be available, o~vingto the mollth of the Mula
lying to the north of the latitude of even the former.

ROUTEXXI.
The next available road would be as follows from Sulrkur :1, Lnltlti, 15 miles ; 2, Shilcarpur, 9 miles; 3, Humayuu,
13; miles; 4, Jacobabad, 12; miles ; 5, Rojan, 11 inilcs; 6,
Burshori, 28 milcs ; 7, Icasim-ka-jolte, 1 6 miles; 8, Bagh,
20 miles ; 9, Haji-ka-Shuhr, 1 6 miles; 10, RIittri, 9 miles ;
11, Dadur, 11 miles-total, 161 miles.
This route has the disadvantage of being liable to be flooded
by tlie Indus as far as Rojan, otherwise during the dry season
it is quite good, :iud as it gasses tl~rougha cultivatecl couiitry
and s ~ i c hlarge tomrls as Salrar, Shikarpur, a i d Jacobabntl, it
is certainly preferable to the former route.
The distance from Silltar t o Bandnr Kamal by this routc,
therefore, is 7134 miles.
These are all the direct roads t o the Bolan, and I now
therefore turn to the roads which lead to the Mula Pass.

ROUTEXXII.
The first is the ordinary road from Jacobabad which gocs by
Rojan, 11 milcs ; U~~rsliori,
28 n~iles; Suujuraui, 13 miles ;
Gn~rdawa, 13 miles; iiloutll of Aluln, 1 9 miles-total
from
Saltnr, 84 + 50 = 13.1, miles, wlience t l ~ efollowing route
gives all tlie i~lformr\tioti.
'I'jic total tlistn~lce fi*oiii Snltar to Suraf by tlris I-oad is 253
milcs, aud to Banclar ICnolal I<han it is 711 miles.
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ROUTEXXIII.
T h e direct road from Jacobabad to the Mula, however, is as
follows : 5, Rojan, 11 miles ; 6 , Rahman-lta-gurhi, 24 miles ;
7, Abad, 12 miles; 8, Pan,iok, 12 miles; 9, Mula, 14 miles, or
50
7 3 = 123 miles, nine marches from Sakar. All this is
over a hard dry plain, the last part in the bed of the Mula
river being however very stony.

+

10. Kohau, 11 ))tiles-134 miles.
'I'he road goes along the bed of the river, which is frightfully
stony for five miles; i t then ascends and goes over a stony
terrace from the left for one mile. The pass is about two to
three miles wide at this point. I t then gets gradually narrower
till at the 7th mile the hills come close together, called Dahani-Durra, and continue so for a mile. The road then emerges
into an open space, where there is an encamping ground;
crossing this at the 9th mile the road goes over a terrace for
nearly two miles to Kohaa. This consists of terraces of
cultivated ground on both s d e s oE the river. Fuel, forage, and
water are very abundant. The whole is very stony, but the
gradient is very easy.
11. Paniwnn, 9 miles-143 nziles.
The road gocs all thc way u p the bed of the rivcr, 11hich is
very stony in parts, especially whcn leaving Kohau, where the
defile closes in, and is vcry narrow. Hcre there is a high
terrace on the right ba111c and some little cultivation. Fuel,
forage, and water are very abundant.
12. Huttachi, 10 miles-153 miles.
The road keeps the right banlr of tlie rivcr, near foot of
terrace, all over stones, and crosses a ravine from the left at
starting, there passing a considerable grave-yard. I t then has
to keep still to right to avoid a glacis of boulders from a ravinc
on tlie right at 33 miles. A t 44 miles i t crosses the river to
tlie left harik, aud goes over better grour~d to Bent-i-,jab, a
patch of c~lltiv;ltio~i
on thc right. IIerc fuel, forage, and water
are abuntlant. To this the dcfile is about one mile broad. I t
then commences to narrow till at 74 miles the hills close in
to 200 yards, and continue so for a mile. The hill on tlic right
is called Koh-i-Klluzana; on both sides the heights are very
steep. From thie tlie valley gradually ope~letill the village of'
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Huttachi is reached. Tliis is on the left bank, and here the
valley is more thau a mile broad. Here fuel, forage, and
water are abundant, and some grass is procurable.

13. Pir Ltrkka, 11 v~~iles-164 miles.
The road lteeps to the left banlc of the river and is gootl,
over good soil with few stones. The valley widens to about
two miles to innin branch of the stream, going off to the right.
At two miles pass a ~>atllwhich leads to Zkdi; at three miles :t
ravine from the left, and at three and a Iialf a halting place
called I<hurzau (where fuel, forage, and water are abundant,
and somc grass is procurable) ; at six miles another halting
place, I<l~alcori,very suitable for encamping a force. The
valley after this gets narrower, the road worse, crossing tlie
stream sevcral times over stones, till at 114 miles Pir Lulcka is
reached. This is a tomb with a patch of cultivatioll on
the left balili. The heights are very commanding and
impracticable here. Fuel, forage, and water are abundant, and
grass also.
14,. Ntrrr, 1 1 nziles-175 miles.
The road goes out behind the tomb and tiirns north for n
mile, ant1 then grntlually resi~lnir~g
south direction at two miles.
Tlie road is very stony, and the hills at tlie turn come, in very
steep cliffs, close up, lcaving very little room, which woultl
probably nlalte tlie road impracticable during flood. (There is
a foot-path from Pir Lultka, which turns this bit and joins into
the other road at the 3; miles). Tlie road after passing this
narrow defilc keeps to the left bank, and at 6; miles comes to
a n open space wit11 cultivation called Usuri. (Water, fuel, anrl
forage procurable.) Over this it is less stony for a mile or
two. I t then gcts back on the bed of tlie river, and is vct.y
s t o ~ ~for
y three iniles. I-Iere the road rouiids a spur on the
right and turns north going over good ground throngh thick
tamarisk scrub for two miles. At Narr tlie valley again oprns
forming a trinnglc, tlic base of wliich is two miles, and t l ~ e
sides two and a half to three miles. A camp could be pitchctl
anywhere, but close under tlle hills on the right is the brst
arid highrst groulid. IIcre thcrc is some cultivation, and fuel,
watcr, ant1 forngc are very abundant, while grass is also
procnrable.
15. Pwsht Khana, 10 miles-185 ntiles.
Soon after Icaving, the hills close in and are not more than
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200 yards apart for the next nine miles.

O n either hand they
rise almost perpendicular with a smooth face like a wall, and
are quite impracticable. A t 4t miles t h e Dodaridan peaks are
passed, at. 5+ the cultivation of the same name, and at nine the
shrine of P i r Lutu, on the left ba~lli,with a bit of cuitivatioii.
T h e road is over the stony bed, and is very trying for camels.
The valley after this opens with jungle in the bed, and the road
crosses the river several times; at twelvc miles enter Pusht
Khana vi~lleyand encamp. Fuel, forage and water are very
abundant, aitd grass is procurable. Tliis valley is the largest
opening i n the pass, and about five miles long by two and :I
half a t the widest.

1 6 . Gwara Bnna, 9 ~niles-19.1 miles.
The road goes up and across the valley for four miles ; tlie
direct road t o Kullat by Pundran goes off to the right at one mile.
The river splits into two, three miles up, and the main brancli
goes round the east foot of the hills. The valley then narrows,
and the road crosses the river over stones, passir~ga more open
bit called Lukka. A t Gwaram Barla, it is about tliree-quartercs
of a mile across with a good deal of jungle. Here water, fuel,
a ~ l dforage is abundant.

17. P i s i Bent, 9: nliles-203$ miles.
Tllc road goes up the bed, sometimes over stortcs and then
over earth where the alley opens a bit, and i t is geuerally
better. At two miles pass Patlii cultivation and jui~gle; at
four is Durdalu ; at six ALordarra, a l u g e opeiii~igwit11 cultivation arid ruiris ; at seven Koncli a bit of cultivation, and at
, at 12 niiles
eight Bel, Chari Lambi, and anotlicr o p e n i ~ ~ gtill
tlie opening Pisi Bent is reached. All thcse places arc
s ~ ~ i t a b lfor
e camping and have abundance of fuel, for;igc, ant1
water.
18. Jangi Jah, 14, tt1iles-!217,l,- miles.
Tlre valley ie about 500 yards wiclc, and gradually gets
narrower till at 4; miles the entrance to tlie Pisi Darn is
reached. The road is very good, mostly over earth. The Pisi
gorge is 14 nriles long, and i t is formed by the hills on either
side throwing out spurs, whicli here nciu.1~meet. The bed of
the river is generally about 8 0 or 9 0 feet broad, but in o r ~ c
place the cliffs close into not more than 30 feet. The cliff$ 011
etther side rise up perpendicularly for about 100 fect The road
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lies u p the bed which is very much obstructed by huge boulders.
This gorge would not be passable during a heavy flood.
Emerging from this defile the valley once more opens out,
the road going up the bank of the river, which here has no
water iu it for five miles. I t then hugs the hills on the left,
and crosses an open plain of good soil, and crossing sonle low
ridges arrives a t Jangi Jah. A t the 11111 mile tlle road to
Zellri by Gazau goes off right, and a t 12 miles tlii~tt o
Buppow.
19. Anlji~nlt,1 0 fiziles-227+ nziles.
The road goes along the bed of the river the wl~oleulav
(which a t t h e t l ~ i r dmile begins to have water in its bed). I t
is quite good, but storiy in places. Fuel and forage, however,
nearly cease after Pisi Dent.
20. Suvaf, 1 4 ntiles-241i nziles.
The road is quite good the whole way over undulating stony
ground. Here water is abundant, but forage and grass are
scarcely to be had.
wiles.
21. Dragi, 1G miles-257f
The road is quite good the whole way; a t four a l ~ dseven
miles across a low ridge of sandy hills, t.lien go across the
(:liehlbngu plain, which 1s stony 011 eithcr side, but cultivated
in the middle. Il'ater in a ravine a t about nine miles. Water
a t Dragi scarce h11t good, and ally ainount might I)e collected hv
previous arrangeniellt. N o fuel or forage or grass.
22. Ifaltinj place below Tazinan Pass, 20 iniles-277$ n,i/es.
A t the second mile the road crosses tlle Siah Kumb ridge by
a pass wliich wo~ildrequire improving, thence it descends to
tlie Siah ICumb cultivation ; at tlic fourth mile, and at the sixtll
mile gets into hills. Tl~cnccit ascends and descends low hills
continually and crosses numerous streams all of wliich drain to
t l ~ enorth to the Budu. Tllc road on tlre whole of this march
requires much improvement, being very stony, narrow, autl
bad in many places. A halt could be made on any of thesc
streams, all of which Lave abundance of good water, ant1 ill
Aomc of thc largcr ones, the Jumri aud Zarchi, there is 1)lcnt).
of fuel, but nowhere is tlicre ally forage or grass.
23. Tazinan ravine, 22 n,.iles-299$ milras.
Imnlediately on leaving the last halting place there is a I o n

but difficult pass to be crossed, then the road is pretty easy to
beyond t h e crest of the Tazinan ridge, where a steep spur cuts
across. T h e ascent of this is not very difficult, but the descent
is almost impracticable for laden animals. From the north
foot of this pass the roar1 gocs all the way down a difficult
boulder-strewn ravine, mhicll is very painful going for animals.
A halt of course can be made anywllere almost where there is
water, and this is in great abundance along the whole stage.
There is, however, scarcely any fuel or forage east of the
Tazinan ridge, west of it there is both, and also a good deal
of coarse grass. A t halting place, mater, fuel and forage
abundant, some grass procurable.
24.

Chasi, 17 miles-316:

miles.

The road goes down the Tazinan ravine t o its junction with
tht: Budu, and is quite easy. Crossiiig this river, which has a
broad bed (about 4100 yards) but no water (fuel and forage
abunclant), the road crosses numerous spurs of a low ridge to
the Gwaragan ravine. Water abundant, but fuel and forage
scarce on the road. Thcnce i t goes over a long stony slope
from the Roll Shailrh IIusain crossing many deep ravines, the
ascent and descent to ~vhich lire stcep and difficult. Guns
could not be got over this stage without a good deal of
improvemelit in the road. A t Chasi tliere is a shrine, and
water is abunclant. Fuel and forage, liomever, are very scarce,
and there is no grass.

25.

Yaduy-I-Pokrlan, 24 miles-34'0a miles.

From Chasi the road goes up a ravine for three miles to its
head; i t then crosses a low watershed, descending thc G a ~ i i
ravine for four miles to its jurlctiorl with the Riurralcan ant1
then ascends this to its head six miles on. The ascent is not
difficult, but the road is narrovv and stony till (water just
below the crest of the pass) the top of the Ali Suhuk Pass is
reached. Thence the descent is very difficult indeed, the patli
winding among h ~ i g erocks for two miles. This part is nearly
impracticable for camels.
Thence the road goes down a stony ravine and then over a
atony glacis down into the plain, the first but very difficrilt
going for camels, but getting better at the end.
At Padag there is a well of good water, but fuel and
forage are scarce, and there is no grass. A halt could be made
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a t the east foot of the Ali Suhuk Pass, but the ground is very
confined.
(From Padag is about 30 miles over sand-ridges easy going
to the Koh-i-Gom stage on the Nushki route, 396 miles.
Thence to Robat is 104 miles, 500 miles, and across the desert
by Sukalak to Pullalalc is about 7 0 miles, and to Bandar
Kamal is 7 6 miles. Total 646 miles. To Lash, 746 ; Farah,
796 ; Herat, 9 6 0 . )
26. Meski, 16 miles-356+

miles.

The road is quite good the whole way over firm soil; pass
well at Chandran, at four miles and at one mile to right of
7th mile. A t lleslii water is procurable from a ravine from
the Ras Koh to the south. Fuel and forage and some grass
procurable.
The road is excellent all the way ; pass well at Chahsar; at
one mile to right of 4th mile. Here water abundant from a
large deep pond. Fuel and forage plentiful; some grass
procurable.
28. Namreg, 11 miles-378: miles.
The road is quite good, crossing one or two aand-hills which
are quite easy. Water from a large pool. Fuel, forage, and
grass procurable.
29.

Pishuk, 12 miles-391) miles.

The road excellent all the way. Pass some cultivation at five
miles, and a camp at 64 miles. A t Pishuk some water, fuel,
and forage abundant ; some grass procurable.
30. Band-i-Khat~Jahan, 12 nziles-4103) miles.
The road is excellent all the way.
forage abundant ; some grass procurable.
31.

Karri, 13 miles-416;

Water, fuel, and
~niles.

As above.
32.

Shorgil, 16 miles-432: miles.
Road for 11 miles excellent. It then ascenda and descends
many low hills and is tedious, but not difficult. Water here
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precarious and brackish, any amount however could be
collected. Fuel and forage procurable, and a little grass.

33. Hamun Khor, 15 miles-4417)

miles.

The road is good all the way for eight miles over a high stony
plain. It then descends into the Pisi ravine and goes up it for
four miles, then over a jungly plain to the I-Iamun. Here
water very good and abundant. Fuel plentiful; forage not
very good ; no grass.

34. Girim Khor, 18 miles-4'65:

miles.

The road is good over a stony plain for six miles. I t then
gets among low hills, and ascends and descends deep ravines
frequently to the l l t h mile to Lagujgarh (a halting place) in
the Ghedan-pasti ravine (here salt water, scarcely ally fuel or
forage), and continuing so to the Jowri ravine at the 141thmile.
(Here water good from well; fuel and forage procurable.)
Then it is excellent over hard soil.
Here water abundant and good from wells in bed. Fuel and
forage scarce ; no grass.

35. Amuri, 16 mile8-481t

miles.

The road for 11 miles goes over a stony plain intersected by
ravines, at the fifth mile pass a well in bed of ravine. From
Wadi at the l l t h mile go up a narrow ravine bounded by low
hills for three miles, then cross a low pass, and turning,
reach Amuri ravine in two miles. Here water can be got
by digging in bed. Fuel and forage are very abundant, and
some grass is procurable.
36.

Juli, 16 miles-4974

nailee.

The road gocs down the stony bed of the Amuri Khor for
four miles, to near its junction with the Dahna (first mile up,
water plentiful in bed, and three miles down a well called Chah
Araban) ; thence it goes for scven milcs a stony plain intersected by ravines to a well in bcd of ravine from the Karzak
Khor, called Chah Nilagun (whcre thcre is a little watcr).
Then there is five miles rnorc of the same sort of stony plain
to the Juli ravine, about onc mile up which in thc I~illsthem
is a large pool said never to dry entirely. Fuel and forage
here are scarce, and there is no grass.

APPENDIX 8.-ROUTES.

311

37. Slrunduk, 9 miles-506) miles.
The road is easy but tedious; ascending and descending the
ends of the spurs from the Naru range. Here water is procurable by digging in the bed of the ravine, and fuel and forage
are very abundant; scarcely any grass.
Tlie distance therefore from Sakar to Baildar Kamal is 677
miles.
This takes us to the point where tlie route from the sea joins
that from the east.
I t now only remains to noto the routes which go off to the
Helmand. And hcre I must note that every route which goes
to the Helmand direct from Balochistan first goes to Nushki.
'I'here are routes from Kajah Fatulla to Hazar Juft, and from
Pishi11 hy Shorawalt, Shorarud to Koh Kliushnishin. From
Shorawalt south there is no route till those which go from
Nushlri are rcached. One otlrer point ruay here be noted, the
tract iminecliately south of the I-Iclmand has always been
mnrltcd on all our maps a pcrfect blank. No doubt this has
ariscu from ignorance of t l ~ etopography of this tract; yet after
having been all over it, I can only say this blank space is quite
corrcct, and must always remaiu vacant. From Seistan at
least as far as Haear Juft, beyoild the strip of cultivation,
which in some places stretchcs along tlle left bank of the
Helmand, therc is a strip of uttcrly irreclaimable dcsert, which
varies from 40 to 60 miles in breadth. I n all this vast tract,
which covcrs an area of nearly 300 miles in length by 50 in
brcatltl~,therc is not onc drop of water, no animal life, all is
a sea of sand, strctclii~ig in awful moi~otonyof desolation.
T l ~ ~ r e f o no
r c one can get to thc IIelrnand without crossing this
tract, ai~tlthcrcforc it is tlrat all routcs go off from oue of two
poillta, viz. Sulralalc and Ciullachah, which are tlie nearest
suets at wlilch water is found south of the river for near 300
milcs.
The routcs then which lead from the south to the Helmand
are as follows :-From Gullachah (or Kalchi of Christie) a road
goes hy Gaimasl~kito Desl~uo11 the Helmand about 60 miles.
Again there is tllc road that Captain Christie went. From
Snltal;tk roads go to citlier Landi Uarech or Pullalak; the
distance is about 60 miles.
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APPENDIX
OR~ERVATIONS
IN REGARD

TO THE

BOUNDARIES

N o boundary has ever been settled between Afghanistan and
Balochistan, and though in 1870-72 a Commissioti visited
Mekran and Seistan for thc purpose of settling the limits of
these districts which shoulcl form the frontier of Baloch and
Persian in the first, and Persian and Afghan in the secorid ; no
line has, I believe, ever been demarcatetl between Baloch and
Persia11 beyond Mekran.
Colonel Goldsmid appear3 to have laid down that '(the line
of frontier (between Afghan and Persian) from Kuhalr to the
hills south of Seistan shol~ld be 30 drawn as to incl~ldeall
cllltivation on the hank of the river from the burid (Knhak)
upwards. T h e hIdili Siah Koh peak 011 the chain of hills separating Seistan from tlie Kirmari descrt appears a fitting point."
S o far the boundary is quitc clear, and I have nothing to
remark except that the peak named Malik Siah Koll ill St.
John's map is really named Lar Koh, the real Malik Sinh
Koh peak being over 20 miles further north. This, however,
is not a matter of much importance.
From Malik Siah Koh tlie1-e appears to have been no
attempt t o mark the houridnry of Persia until the confines of
Mekran are reached. It is true Captain St. John has drawn a
line from that peak to the Mashkel river, but as that line is
based on entirely erroneous grograpliical data, it cannot, of
course, hold good ; and as he himself expressly says in his
report, t h ~ "t north of the point where the Mashlrel river issues
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from the hills bctween the Sianeh Koh and Koh-i-Sabz ranges,
the frontier of Kalat is not defined," I regard this part of the
frontier as undetermined.
This being so, the question arises, what should be the
frontier, i.e. on grounds of right, or on plea of expediency.
Of actual right, there is no doubt Persia had none in Balochistan
at all prior to that accorded her by the above Boundary
Commission, and as this Commission left the whole frontier
bcyond Malilc Siah Koh an open question by not mentioning
it at all, it is clear she can hare acquired no further right simply
owing to that omission. And on grounds of expediency, I
consider Persia had better be made to lreep to the north foot
side of the Sianeh range. I t would be very difficult, if not
impossible, to settle a satisfactory boundary between the foot
of this range and the Mashltel river, and to extend her frontier
to that river under the altered data of its course which my
exploration affords would be extremely inconvenient.
Persia has shown herself an adept in pushing forward at
every poirit whcre her limit has not been clearly defincd, or her
advance stayed by a superior power, and there is little doubt
in my mind that if tlie frontier I have recommended is not
marked out to her as a limit, shc will push furthcr forward in
tllc direction of Naru, Chagch, and Kharan, till some serious
complication arises. As a iniitter of fact, a Persian force has
already heen to Gulugall, close to the Hamiill of the Mashlrel,
and I believe she did o~lccthreaten to invade Kharan.
With rcgard to thc little district of Kuhalr, situated to the
south of the Sianch rnngc. Pcrsia has already, as far as she is
able, settlcd its fate. After req~iestingthe British Govcrnrncnt
to despatch n 13011ndary Commission and agreeing to abide by
its decision, s l ~ chas conlpletely igooretl that decree. I t is a
fact, that scarcely was Captain St. Jolln's back turned than
thc Governors of Biinpur and Dizzah marclied with a forcc and
c i ~ p t t ~ it.
r ~ l I t is ccrtninly most inexpedient that K ~ ~ h a k
sl~c~uld
belong to Persia; for as long as slie has it, so long mill
Axad Kban havc rcasounble ground for endeavouring to get it
back,
so long must all hope of pcace on this border be
dcfcrred.
Colonel Thuillicr llas drawn the greell line (by which he
A ~ I R territory)
II
from Sllalkot so as to include Chageh
I<harall, and cvcrything on the north of tlle Koh-i-Sabz
rarlgc right down to the Idashkcl. 13eyond that river, he takes
it across tlie Sianeh range to Isfandal.
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I need say n o more of the part on t h e left bank of the
Mashlrel, as that has been duly considered i n my foregoing
remarks ; but in regard to the others, I must add a few words.
I suppose Kharan is included on t h e ground that the chief of
tliat S t : ~ t etleclnrcs 11i111sclftributary to Afghauistan; but if
this plea is allowed, of course, i t must also apply not only to
what Coloilel Thuillier has marked off, but t o all the additional
territory which is subject to Kharan, that is to say, Raltshan,
a considerable part of Mashkai, both banks of the Budu river
as far, at least, as Kalah Nimroz, and as f a r east as half way
from Kharan to Gidar. All this is subject t o Azad Khan, at
least if the fact that no mouse i n their limits dare squeak
without Azad's leave implies subjection.
B u t the ples of being tributary to Afghanistan cannot hold
good, without also allowing the same plea to Persia, or to the
Khan of Kalat. The fact is, Azad Khan is quite ready to
declare himself subject or tributary t o anyone.
H e h i ~ sn o
prejudices about cor~sistency; like Dugald Dalgetty, he offers
his allegiance wherever the return will be greatest. IIe has
declared himself the slave of Shir Ali, just with the same
amount of intention of adhering to his word as he has to the
Khan of Kalat, and would to us, the Russians, or anyone else
who otiered him good enough terms.
The mere fact of Azacl Khan's having tleclared himsclf a t
various tirues of his chequcred career a sul~ject of tl~eirs,
canrlot entitle the Afghans to claim his allegiance, any more
than if one of our Indian trihutaries were t o do so, and,
therefore, if lie is not rcally a sn1;jcct of the hfglialis or the
Persians, hc must be that of the Khan of Icalat. Evcu if
there was a shadow of right in favour of an A f g h a ~ claim,
~
it must give way before the fatal inexpediency of pcrrrlitting
snch an arrangement. I n my opinion there are but two
collrses opcn, either Azad Khan must acknowledge the Khan
of Kalat unrcservedly, and give up the Afghan alle,'wince cornpletely, or he should be brought to his senaes without delay.
O n what grounds Chngeh has bren incluclecl in Afghanistan
I carlliot conceive. I t is a large district, consisting of several
sub-divis~ons,as Dalbundur, Chagch, Koh-i-Pusl~t,and Koh-iSunt, and is inhabiter1 1)y the well-known Baloch tril~csof
Sanjaranis. I marcl~erlright through the south part of this
district, and Captain Lockwood through the north, and the
invariable answer we receivcd to our inquiries as to whom
they owned allegiance, was " thc Khan Sahib."
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With regard to the south boundary of Afghanistan, nothing
has ever been settled. Major Sandeman is in a better position
to speak regarding the part of it east of Shalkot than I am ;
but with regard to the west, I mill now record my opinion
as to how it shoiild run. The country to the west is all
desert, and there are no marked features by which to describe
it, but the line ahould, I think, from Quetta dip gradual!y
towards long. 65" and nearly to ]at. 30°, and then rise a g a ~ n
north to the Koh-i-Khushnishin on the banks of the Helmand.
From this the real boundary of the Afghans should only go
along the outer edge of the culturable land on tlie left bank
of the Helmand as far as Rudbar, and then the river would
be the boundary between Baloch and Afghan. If' t11el.e be
objections to this line, the boundary may be extendrd along
the left bank to Bandar Kamal Khan, whence a line to the
Malik Siah peak should be the limit.

